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18~.] IlIIpoteracy of Hl4t"",um. 

SECTIOR III. 

TAe impotency of the I&tathel religioru to effect any deep tJnd 
forulartltlttal improttmtnl titletr of the wAole /rulnan race, 
o! pn'titular clfJUe. of lit", or of the potDtrl of the .oul in 
any indi"idua/; togtther witla tl&t C01l.equence, thence ac
cru;ng to morality. 

THE ROOT or ALL HUIUN 1.'lon_ENT IS RELIGION. The 
most ancient trices of national cultiYltion, are connected with 
temples, the priesthood, aDd the worship of God. For tbis 
reason, we must also consider, and endeavour accurately to ap
prehend, the developement of the mental enel'l)ies of men, from 
the principles of their religion. And here we shall at once per
ceive, that heathenism is by no nleans adequate to produce a 
complete expansion and harmony of the human mind. 

No nation, as history every wbere showl us, attains to a cul
tivated state, independently of other "lions; but as the individ
ual man becomes a man onJy in the social intercourse of fami
lies, so nations attain the cultivation of which man is lU8Ceptible, 
only through intercourse with nations. Divine wonhip, politicll 
institutions, and Rrts and FC'iences, were tnnspllnted from tbe 
higher regions of interior Asia, from nation to nltion, even to 
the most distant extremities of Europe and Africa; from wbelce 
they passed over to America. 

At that primitive period, when this communication from 
Asia to Europe W8S first effected in the families o( tbe Pe
lasgi, the chancter of individual tribes was not yet developed. 
They had not yet established themselves in their dettined Iinds; 
and therefore the nature of these countries could not yet elert 
its inftuence in the formation of the various national characters. 
If therefore, at that time, reli~ion, an, and customs palled from 
one people to aootber, no revolution could thence eDlUe in their 
whole meotal formation; since almost every where, there pre
vailed a similar want of cultivation io general. But wben the 
various masses of Asiatic population bad established tbemse),es 
in Asia, Europe, Ind Africa, each in its own domain; and when, 
from tbe amln and imperfect knowledge and traditions they bad 
brougbt with them, there was developed among JOfDe of them 
a complete system of improvement and civilization; then each 
of these self-formed nations assumed its peculiar meatal ItImp, 
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which was thenceforward manifested in religion, government, 
arts, and sciences. The central points of this peculiar mental 
cultivation in the West, were Egypt and Greece. 

If now, from both these self-cultivated countries, religion was 
to extend itself further; AS Ih(1'e certainly was need, because 
so many nations were yet destitute of almost all divine worship; 
tben the great and uUer deficiencies of the heathen religions be
came immediately apparent. For these'religions were so inti
mately blended with the peculiarities of the people and country, 
that, instead of occasioning new and original developement of 
mind in those foreign lands where they were introduced, there 
passed over to those lands, along with the religions of the Greek:: 
and Egyptians, also the entire national character of those coun
tries. and converted those foreign nations into Greeks and Egyp
tians. Thus Nubia and Abyssinia adopted the Egyptian man
ners and customs along with the Egyptian religion; just as 
Egypt itself had before received the cultiVAtion of Colchis along 
with its religious ritual. Thus Thrace, Macedonia, and Low
er Italy received, with the Grecian religion, also the pecu
liarities of Greece. Thus Greece made a breach upon the 
national developement of Rome; when with her gods she trans
ferred also her science to Rome.iM And thus also Rome af
terwards caused Gaul, Spain, and many other lands, to become 
Roman, and suppressed in them the formation of any peculiar 
character. We may even see th is also among the Israelites. Ac
cordin~ to the di"'ine injunction, they were to have a religious 
establishment which was to be most intimately amalgamated 
with all their political institutions, for the purpose primarily of 
an external emblematic representation of an heavenly kingdom. 
When the Jews received any people into their religious commu
nity, as the Idumeans, and later 80 many Syrians and Greeks, 
these became thereby also Jews in politics, sciences, and arts. 

That all nations should subject themselves to one particular 
mode of divine worship, must hence have appeared to a hea
then a visionary idea; as Celsus also expresses himself as cited 
by Origen. 

Christianity alone rendered a universal religion possible; and 

11M Had not the Gn'cilln m~tllllln!lY l'lIpplantf'cI thf' Roman, II lit"
('uliar ta."te and ('haracter in tt'l~cdy Ilnd the fin .. art!!, would hlle 
devf>loped themaclve8 in RoUl .. ; IliI iSllhowlI hy A. W. Seblf.',.." in 
his nramallU'.~t, 
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by what mean, did it do tAu "I Christianity presented to the 
nations NO fORMALITIES, DOmU!, OR ElTEI'N!L tUGES, to pre
\'(,lIt its universal adoption. * It was a heavenly seed cast into 
the ground of the sOIlI, which grew up into a trpc; and accord
ing to which, every thing in the civil and scientific character of 
a people was-nol destroyed, but ooly modified. The spiritual 
nature of man has wants which Christianity alone can satisfy. 
Yea, not only is the life in Christ adequate to bless the whole 
human rare,-but Christ, our Redeemer and Sanctifier, knows 
how to relieve all the particular wanls of each individual. How 
cordially, therefore, must all uncultivated nations have attached 
themselves to this religion, with all the energies of their souls! 
In this manner, there arose in the hearts of individuals, a new 
inward life, which was free in action and adapted lo the pecu
liar forms of developeDlenl in each nation; and which also pro\'
ed itself to be efficient in external life, and produced new polit
ical institutions, manners and customs, arts and sciences, such 
as were most directly adapted to each nation. 

• ~nJ"('l'ly ran 8 more important qll~tion he proJloM'd in conn ex
ion with thf~ n'lj~ioul! lind mental hilltory of our race j-()r a more fIIlt
il4fartory alll4Wer ht, !riven. And why hag not this lIimpie Christian
it~', 80 M81,trd to f'very rlime Slid every coodilioD of man, ~n long 
Miure l"l'l't'ad aII'I ndoltled among all rac~ and nations of men? Ita 
mtrly c'nmlptl'n! alld their I4l1l'rt'SHOrs, down to tbe present day, will 
filill thill a tn'llll'lIdoliS 'IlIcl4tion Ilt the day of judgment. _\nd who 
ill to all!!wt'r filr tht, re\'ohillg "formalities, dogmas, and external usa
,eM" Hf pOI)Pry ?~l1tiril1g Pf'rhaps to the Ilen8ual and idolatrous 
mind, hut tlt>t'ply revolting to t'lIli~htt'ned piety. How is it po88ible 
for the whnle world to be tndy ronrerted and united together u one 
jmlncl n'1i!rioll!l comnmnity, UJult>r "urh a "ystem ! 

(hit> tiJrtht>r quf'8tion hfOrl' forr~ itSf'lf on the attention. Who is 
tn 81111wer for the remnants of the~ dt>fonnities IltiU left in too many 
til' the reformed rbllrrhetl? Can we JlO88ihly anticipate the univer
sal prevalenre of Christianity, and the ullion of ita members, unleM it 
he reMtored to ita owu primitin' simplicity in IrmA, in counexion 
with its primith'e and rt>ll'Stial ~illlpJirity of tpiril1 The guilt, u well 
I\l! the folly of thill cOlltinued illlpedilllt'nt to the univenJal spread of 
Chrilltillnity, will be found on carth, and will he noticed by the King 
of Zioll, 80 long ~ it remaills unremoved. Let any church attach 
IIOIII!' exclush'e badge or symbol to her rommunion, no matter how 
anrit>nt, if not from Christ, and it can only eDlUre the limitation of 
flit' rceeption of CbMianity under her spotted banner. God never 
dl'~i(IU'd the Jewillb ritual for universal ditfulion; but the contrary. 

Tu:. •. 
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What would have become of thoae wild hordes, who in their 
national mibl'ltions inundated Europe, if without being modified 
by the influence of the gospel, they had entered into the dead 
fonns of Roman heathenism? While we see Rome, at this 
period, in every respect enervated and weakened, China, at the 
time the Mantchus invaded it, "as, as compared with Rome, in 
its bloom; and notwithstanding, we do not perceive tbat the 
Chinese were able, by tbe aid of their religion and modes of 
life, to impart to that powerful people of tbe desart any new 
spirit,-a spirit able to produce in them any new de,elopemenL 
00 tbe contrary, the active and energetic Mantchus entered into 
the dead forms of the Chinese worship and of the Chinese cul
tivation, [1644,] and are now bound down in the same stagnation 
and sickGness as that depressed nation itself. Among the mi
grating nllions of Europe, on the contrary, we see bow, in each 
one of them, I new life pervaded all social relations Rnd new 
modelled every tbing, after the gospel had once taken root in 
the heal'ts of individuals through the exertions of self-denying 
missionaries. The same is manifesting itself at the present 
time in Otaheite. * 

But it is not merely in the inability to produce I full and reg
ular developement of tbe peculiarities of nRtions, tbat the hea
tben reli~s were adapted to no perfect irnprovement of the 
buman race; the Grecian and Roman heathenism was just as 
poorly fitted to unfold and perfect all the various powers of the 
human soul. Since man cannot and must not remain shut up 
in himself; but, in order to (lJlfiJ the true euds of his being, must 
live Rnd move in a state, an existence, higher than himself; and 
siDce it is tbe province of religion to poine out to him this high
er sphere; so reli~ion, that is, man's cOllnexion with this higher 
world, must be adapted to occupy lind ennoble a/l his mental 
and spiritual powers. This heathenism could never do. 

• Sin('~ the anthor 'Hotf! the abovf', (in 1822,) ""hat a delightfi,1 
example of tbe same tran8fonning power of th .. gOl'Jle~ hall ariMen to 
the view of Chriltendom, in the I't"novation of th .. Sandwich bland!!, 
and their mN.'ue from the unitM horrol"lJ of heatJleniw, and thf' 
rn08t debuin~ ('om'ption!! of the ouh'ftMt!I of ci,;lizt'd nationM! With 
what force are 8uch n'uovatinDtc M tlJ('~ drMtiuf'd to n~af't in their wii
mating influf'nno nn the joy, the titith, Ih .. redoubling activity of the tnlf' 
rlturrh. It"' happy for Ilir rhurrh hf'l'IIt'lf, that IIOmf'tbin~ of thi!! 
dhine work i8 Mill fhund for hf'r to do; Illd I'Ornf'lhing of the8e tri
umphs, for htor to witn('t!M; thlllllCh !!III' IIl'Nt not ft'nr that all will 00 
rhan~d to hi!!,ory om! mOOlrnt too ~()n, TRA~!I, 
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Indeed, in the first place, the INTiLLECTUAL POWERS found 
no satisfaction at all in the heathen religions; at tbe bar of the 
understanding, heathenism could never justify itself; and for 
this reason, too, no heathen reli~ion has been able to sustain it
self beyond a certain period. The omatal religions, in accord
ance wi~1 the character of the East, fell ioto a state of languish
ment, in which they have indeed continued to exist among the 
common people, for centuries, as a tissue of Jifeless forms; but 
among tbe priests and Slges, a secret formal religion of infidel
ity has takp.n root in connclion with them, as is tbe case, not only 
among the nations of India, but also among the Guebres or fire
worshippers. The heatben religions of the We.t, on the other 
hand, amid the constantly augmenting impro\'ement of the in
tellectual powers, feJ) into total decay, and were lost in supersti
tious infidelity, or unbelieving superstition, as we have already 
seen. 

But Christianity, which, rightly understood, is also the HIGH

EST AND THE ONLY TRUE PHILOSOPHY, not only supplied the 
heart-felt wants of the common people, while it also expanded 
their minds; but it likewise stirred up the profoundest thinkers 
to the very depths of their intellectual nature; and while, ex
ternally, it appeared as 1A0J~'", foolishness, yet to him who tru
ly repellled, perceived the misery of his sin, and experienced 
the power of the expiation of Jesus and of his sanctifying Spirit 
in his heart, depths of divine wisdom were unlocked, which sat
isfied most perfeclly all his longings after higher knowledge; so 
far at least, as these longin!!:s did not spring from pride. 
Hence the holy apostle says:~ ., For perfect Christians, we 
speak the highest wisdom; such, indeed, as does not accord 
with the wisdom of this world, but which has been hidden from 
eternity, and which God by his own Spirit has revealed to our 
spirit." 

Hence the acute scholars of the East and the profound sages 
of the West, hence an Augustin who united the greatest acute
ness witb the greatest depth of mind, could find in Christianity 
the most complete satisfaction of their longing after l;gAt. Do
Iy, it is true, this satisfying of the appetite for knowledge, which 
Christianity ensures, differs from all others in this, that it pre
supposes a new birth of the soul; it presupposes a fundamental 
knowledge of our own hearts, and a child-like humility proceed-

!l5~ I ~ " 5 f' .. Q , or. II. , I, I, c. 
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ing from this self-knowledge; and even tben, it promises a 
deeper knowledge only in proportion to the measure of real 
sanctification in liS, ollly in proportion to our experimen
tal acquaintance with God. Christ is both the light of our 
intellect, :tnd the life of our heart; but he must first have become 
our life, that he may also thus become our light. 

In vain, therefore, has unbelief for centuries assailed the pil
lars of the holy faith. Porphyry and Julian have passed away; 
Toland and Bolingbroke, Voltaire and d' Alembert, the Fragment
ist r of W olfenbuttel] and Bahrdt ;-but Christ is the same, yes
terday, to d3Y, and forever. After every contest with infidelity 
and superstition, Christianity comes forth again enriched anew 
with victory ilnd splendor. It has vanquished the scoffing hea
then; it has overcome the superstitions of many centuries; it 
has seen the English and French scoffers sink to oblivion; it 
has stood the contest with the more recent philosophy; and 
just as it was supposed to be subdued, it now begins once more 
to lift up its head with greater power and glory than ever. * 

Just as defectively did heatlltmism operate on the POWERS 0'" 

THE WILL. This arost', on the one hand, from the fact, that 
every heathen religion is a collection of traditions and ceremo
nies 'handed down from one generation to another, and not an 
immediate re\'elation of God to the human race. The man 
who feels the darkness of his understanding, and the poverty 
of his heart, longs for immediate instruction from God. This 
the heathenish religions did not possess. Rare traditions, 
which, furthermore, seldom stand in any moral relation to the 
heart, cannot excite the will; and thougb mysterious rites and 
ceremonies may indeed produce a magical and dark impres
sion on the feelings, yet inasmuch as no clear perceptions can 

• nouhllt'!I.~ Iht, 8uthor hf're rl'ff'f'K more particularly to what ha~ 
iwf'n takill/! pial'" undt'r hi~ own e~'f', in the recent revinll of l!Oulld 
doclrille IUIII Vitlllll '(-f'Iill, in tht' ht'8rt of GfonIlIllJY. Such ,Ieclara
tionl'l 8.01 Ihr ahtlw, IIIsdf' in the titre of Ih';! ollJ)()t!itioll itMeIf, we hail 
with ~"'tf'flll joy and hope. What IIIsy lIot (~I d~igIl to effect by 
the iD8rnurwnt81i1~' IIf thi~ Ilooti 1JJ8n, (if lJot brouIlht to an uDtinu'ly 
dt'ath hy hi~ I'xtn'lIIf' ortlnur,) olHll'f th~ who IU't' now aiding him in 
tht' work of It Sf'I'UIIII r,,'imlllltiofl ill Gt>nnlflY ~ God-spet'd to thf'!M.' 
new Lllthl'~. 

For more rert'f1t and d"finitl' norirf's of thl' progreM of rhe ,000 
1'1\118(', Mee the Irttff'll flf Pro': Tholllrk hilllilelf to the Editor of thi" 
work, Bih!. Rr,)()!4. II. ". 204, ~'l. Tu~ •. 
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be connected with them, they lead only to superstition. Then 
too, on the other hand, aU heathen antiquity, whilf:' it still had at 
least something in its religioutl traditions to deter from sensuality 
and a\'arice, was totally destitute of the doctrine of humilily. 
We indeed often find in the tragedies of Aeschylu~, Sophocles, 
and Euripides, and in many of the historians, as Herodotus,:lS6 
the doctrine, that God humhles the proud and exalts the humble. 
This thou~ht however does not spring from any moral perception 
of pride, but there is apparent in these declarations, only the be
lief in afatt, which knows how to hold the things of earth in a 
kind of equipoise; and this belit'f does not raise man above 
himself, but even sfmds him directly back into the sphere of 
what is finite. But all genuine E'xcitement of better volitions, 
must proreed from.a humble recognition of our we:lkness and 
our impotency. Hence, because this did not exist among 
the heathen, they could have no profound and thorough-going 
system of morals; nor could they destroy that worm in the hu
man bosom, which corrupts every blossom, Bnd frightens peace 
and tranquillity from the souJ,-PRIDE. 

In like manner, finally, the emotions, or the POWERS or 
FEtLING in the stricter sense, remained undeveloped among the 
heathen. The affections of man receive their highest improve
ment, when he lives in constRnt intercourse with God. This 
inward panting of the heart after a hi~her and better sphere; 
the living energies and joy in the Holy Gho!!t which flow from 
that world Lito the otherwise cold and desolate heart of man,
it is these which aflOrd the deepest incitement to the world of 
our affections, which awaken the most nohle and celestial feel
ings in our bosoms. But of such feeJings, the follower of 
heathenism could know nothing. He knew neither a holy God, 
who can unite to himself the soul that longs after him and 
make it happy; nor did he know any tbing of a celestial home 
of the so\ll, for which it inces.c;antly pants and strives. It was 
therefore the spirit of Christianity alone, which gave rise to ro
mantic and sentimental poetry. Whilst the poetry of the an
cients constantly exhibited only the relation of man to the ex
ternal world, and was inexhaustible in delineations of the obj~ts 
of creation and of the external life of man; the poetry of 
Christianity directed itself II> the interior of the breast, and 
san~ the sorrows and joys of the human heart. And farther; 

2M IIrrod"ri Hiet. VII. 10. 
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as all the powers, the deeper and more liyely they are, as
sume so much the greatel' variety of form; so we also see 
among the Christian converts new intellectual worlds continual
ly fonning in endless variety. Inasmuch as the relation of each 
individual soul to God, has something peculiar and distinctly its 
own, there hence arise peculiar frames of mind and states of 
the heart; whilst, on the cODtrary, the inward life of the heathen 
must have been far more monotonous, because the exclusive 
object that universally addressed his feelings, was only his earth
ly father-land. 

We now pass on to snother defect of heathenism, which it 
manifested in the developement of the powers of the soul. It 
was universally destitute of a jult e.timate of ,he dignity of man. 
Because heathenism had no true standard for nobleness and 
greatness of soul; because it knew not how t(l estimate mor
al purity and holiness of mind, as standing above all intellectual 
cultivation; it could therefore make only a low estimate of the in
ferior classes of society, of the female sex, and of slaves; all of 
whom were alike despised as incapable of higher cultivation; 
while yet tbey all equally belong to the human race. 

The common multitude, whom the ancients denominated 
o110~ a(I'AoCJo,o~ and 0; 71oUol, wns indeed probably still more 
rude and immoral in ancient, than they are in modem times; for 
the pride of virtue and a more refint'd moral ambition are unable to 
suppress, in the common man, the outbreaking of the lusts of the 
heart; neither is he susceptible of impression from a philosophic 
system of morality, which exerts some inftuence on many of the 
educated. And since now among the heathen, religion also ex
erted no pervading inftuence lIpon the common man, he there
fore remained destitute of all the meaDS of elevated mental aDd 
moral cultivation. 

If, in the mean time, the educated part of community had 
clearly perceived, that the improvement of the heart possesses a 
higher value than intellectual cultivation, they certainly would 
have placed a higher estimate on th~ good produced among the 
common people by the force of religion, or by an inward im
pulse of the heart; and they would have 8Ol'ght, by an intelligi
ble system of manIs, or by the spreading of a better religious e.1-
ucation, to render this good universal, and to augment its power. 
But the unhappy error h:Jd taken full possession of the higher cla8-
ses, that man can be elevated only by intellectual cultivation. 
This error is founded also, in part, upon the fact, that men had 
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not recognized I'RIDE as the root of all nn; which, unless:1 high
er clement be added, is wont rather to increase in the natural 
man by intellectual cultivation and to become more refined; 
while, on the other hand, sensuality, which was regarded as 
the most dlln/1:erous vice, may more easily. be thrust aside, if it 
cannot be totally eradicated, by purely intellectual occupations. 
Even the Platonists assigned a much lower grade to the purifi
cation of morals (x"8a(J01~), than to contemplation ("O'lO'~), and 
lert the former to the uneducated multitude, while they conse
crated themselves especially to "0'10',. In accord alice with this 
view, Marinus says in his life of the Ncw-Phltonist Proclus, 
"that this his hero may sometimes indeed have had evil thoughts; 
but uJat does not signify much; for, inueed, all men ha\'e the 
same." 

Christianity, on the other hand, if it take deep root in the 
heart, has power to uwaken, ill the most ordinary mall, a Iire
ly interest both in heavenly and earthly thin~s; because it be
comes to him a matter of chief ('oncern, by all the means 
within his reach, to elucidate, to confirm, aud to establish on 
solid grounds, that which he has experienced in his own soul; 
and while, in this way, he finds in spiritual things a point of 
contact with more cultivated minds, he is able to approach near
er to th~m, Rnd thus share more largely in their improvement. 
Among real Christians in the lower walks of life, one will easily 
perceive this influence of conversion in favour of intellectual cul
tivation; as is seen even in our day, among the lower classes of 
tbe United Brethren. 

The more sober-minded man will never be able to conceal 
from himself, that whatever is truth, must be the same not only 
for the wl,oie man, but also for all men. So that whatever sat
isfies fully the heart of the common people, must also be suffi
cient for the claims of the intellectual powers among the more 
cultivated; and aglio, whatever manifests itself to the fewer cul
tivated minds as the highest truth, mnst be perfectly adequate 
to the wants of the mass of the people. Now Christianity has 
broken down this wall of partition. It does not ask, Arc you 
well educated, or not? but, jJre you a linner? And as every 
man must answer the question in the affirmative, so it has for 
all this one reply: "REPENT AND BELIEVE OK THE LoaD 

JESUS CHRIST, AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED." 

The cultivated heathen were offended at Christianity precise
ly for this reason, that the higher classes could no longer have 

VOL. II. No.7. 60 
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precedence of the common people. The most ordinary Chris
tian spoke of divine things with a confidence as though he 
had beheld heaven with his own eyes; (and this confidence 
was indeed founded on his own personal experience;) he spoke 
with an unshaken certainty, of things which had always been 
doubtful to the philosophers. This put the heathen in amaze
ment; and hence the heathen Caecilius says :~7 "If you desire 
to be wise, or even only modest, so cease from your subtle 
speculations about the zones of hea\'cn and the mysteries :md 
destiny of the world. It is enough to look before your feet; 
especially for such unlearned, uncultivated, rude and boorish 
persons, who have nc\'cr taken part even in civil matters, to 
say nothing of divine thin~s. Or if you will at all evrnts 
philosophize, then imitate Socrates, who, as often as one in
quired of him about heavenly things, answered : " What is above 
us, does not concern us." In the same manner, according to 
Origen,~ Celsus also utters his scorn, that the Christians, peo
ple so despised and miserable, appropriated to themselves such 
glorious promises for the future; as if they were exalted above 
aU other wise, good, and learned men. 

It was most truly an exhibition of the infinite grace of God, 
that Christ should grant to poor fishermen, country-people, and 
tent-makers, the privilege of becoming citizens of a heavenly 
kin~dom of joy and bliss, fellow heirs and brethren to the Son 
of God. But happy is it for the world, that our God is indeed 
so gracious, that bis compassion often appears almost incredible 
to ourselves! 

In like manner, also, it was Christianity, which, by its spirit, 
abolished slavery in the ancient world. That there should be 
various modes of ch'il life, that there should be one class to 
serve and another to command, is indispensably necessary to 
every civil community; but liberty ought also to prevail among 
those who serve. The servant ought to be attrched to the 
master by love and fidelity, and not by compulsion for life. 

The condition of slaves degrades, to a certain extent, those 
who are in it, to a lower species of mel); and thus overlooks the 
rights which belong to the di;nity of human nature. * If we 
---------- -------~------- --

257 ~Iinutji Orta\·jul4, c. 1'l. ~ 7, r. 13, ~ t, J t, 12. 

2~ Origrnt's contru Cel~lIl11, Ill. 30, 

• How mournfully is thie trllt', in fl'l'pert to tht' IInhapI1Y Afrirttll:'O 
in modllrn day.! And iM it not owi,,~ til thi8 d"lusiw, ('urrul't, and 
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can indeed truly say, that the condition, in many particular ell
geS, may be free from all unchristian severity, ,et we must nev
ertheless acknowled~e that it cannot in itsel consist with the 
rights which belong to the proper dignity of min; and that in 
actual life it has given occasion to results and appelrances of the 
most degraded nature. 

Let us only consider the condition of the poor Helots among 
the Spartans. A scanty and disgusting dress, and a dog-skin 
cap, distinguished them from all the rest of the inhabitants. 
Those who were too robust, had to be enfeebled by various 
kinds of ill treatment; and if the master!! did not do this, they be
came themselves liable to a penalty. Every slave annually re
ceived a certain number of stripes, to remind him that he was 
-a slave! Hymns of n nobler kind, they were not allowed to 
sing; but only gay and sensual songs. To complete their de
gradation, they were sometimes compelled to sing; songs in dis
grace and ridicule of themsehres; and to the same purpose, 
they were also compelled to perform indecent dances. In or
der to make the sons of the Spartans loath the vice of drunk
enness, the Helots were compelled to intoxicate themselves in 
public assemblies. When they became too numerous, they 
were murdered clandestinely; every year, at a certain period, 
the young Spartans, clad in armour, used to hunt them; and 
to prevent tl1t~ir increase they were killed with daggers.~ 

If now the slaves in other states of Greece, did not indeed 
receive treatment equally inhuman, yet there was much that 
was degrading in their situation; as, for example, it was 
considered as quite alJO\vable and was not at all \Infrequent, to 
use them for the purpose~ of ~ensuality. Even Solon himself 
assi~ned a temple, upon the old market place, to a number of 
female slaves, where, as prost'ltutes, they served the public lust. 
And further, the testimony of slaves before a court was always 
accompanied with the most horrible tortures, etc.l8l 

('omlptill![ pl't)(,1'1!loI (If thl' millll, that Kl.1I11l~ have ewo gone 80 far 88 

141 ,ll'ny that IIt'~roel'l hnn· ilJllllllrtllJ H4I1JJ~? 11011 that they are tl'f'ated 
h~· 1II1l1')" more, as though tilt,y were oot only to live, but al!lO to die, 
like the brute!! ? TaHs. 

~PJ "1I1111O'l'I 8partll, It I. Th. 1. p. 1:17. Potter's Antiquities, Vol. 
I. ". m, awl ollward. 

~t;U U" tht' u~ (If mall' /lod if'male IIJares for the purJlo!!es of sen· 
~lIl1lit),!!ep Rtitnru:itr, Ilil'ltory of :O;IInwy ill Gret'f'l', Berlin, 1789. p. 
:11. t·!. 
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Among the Romans, likewise, the condition of slavery was 
such as could barely be endured; and from the history of the 
slaves, particularly in the time of the emperors, we learn 
what may come of a class of men so tatany ne~lected and dis
graced. Some slaves of the Romans, the o,tiarii, were con" 
stantly chained like dogs before the palaces of the great; others 
were immured in subterranean work-houses. It was a horri
ble law of theirs, that when a master was murdered, and the 
murderer could not be detected, all the sInes, together with 
their wives and children, were devoted to death. This terri6c 
law had already originated in the time of the Republic; and 
Tacitus~l informs us how, at one time, on occasion of the se
cret murder of Pedanills Secundus. four hundred innocent 
slaves lost their lives. The slaves were even regarded by the 
proud Romans, not ns perlonl, but as thingl (res)!* Of 
the like genuine Roman kind, was also the conduct towards 
his slaves of e\'en M. Cato, illustrious as he was in many 
other respects. The expressions are remarkable which Plu
tarch employs or. this occasion, in his de!lcription of the life of 
Cato. He says :fl6~ "Bllt I must regard it as altogether too 
harsh in Cato, that after he had used his slaves like cattle tiJI they 
were old, he should drive them forth and sell them; which im
plies, that one man stands to another in no other relations but 
those of gain; whereas we may see that a greater province is to 
he conceded to affection than to mere Je~al right. It is only 
towards men that we can stand in the relations of law and jus
tice ; but kind",,, sometimes extends itself as a rich ~ollrce of 
kindness and love even to the irrational brutes. Indeed, it is 
from kindness that we support horses which ha\'e become inca
pable of labour; and we not only feed do~s while l'earing 
them, but also take care of them when old ..... For we 
ought not to usc li\'ing creatures like a shoe or an implement 

--------~--------------.----- --- -+-- - -

261 Tariti Anusl. Xl\,. 4~. 
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which we throwaway when broken to pieces and worn out by 
lise; bllt one should accustom himself before hand to be gentle 
and kind towards them; for this reason, iff or no other, that he may 
thlls learn to be kind towards his fellow men. I, at least, would 
never sell an old labouring ox ; and much less would I part with an 
old slave who had grown up on the same soil with myself, and 
been accllstomed to the same mode of life, and drive him, as it 
were, from his country, or sell him for a little money, as if worth
less both to the seller and the buyers. But Cato, who in this 
point went to an extreme, even left behind him the horse he 
had used in Spain, that he mi;ht spare to the state the cost of 
his transportation. Now, whether this was magnanimity, or a 
standin~ upon trifles, I leave for each one to judge." 

And what horrible examples do we sec, in the time of the 
emperors; either of inhuman masters, who treated their slaves 
with much more cruelty than their cattle; or of worthless slaves, 
who knew how to push themselves into the highest places of 
honour by the diabolical arts of calumniating the innocent, or of 
excitement to lust! There stood the luckless youth for whole 
nights, silent and fasting, at the pillow of his revelling master; 
and his special business was, to wipe nway the spittle, to re
move immediately the vomit, or to perform some still more 
disg!lstin~ olliee. Coughing, sneezing, or a gentle whisper 
among; themselves, was a hi~h crime in the poor wretches, and 
disturbed the mental tranquiJli~y of the debauched reveller. The 
severest scourging was the reward.~ The smallest offences 
brought upon them the most inhuman punishments. A superin
tendent of the public shows, who had committed some trh'ial of
fence, was srourged with rhains, at the command of Caligula, 
for several days in sllccession; and was not entirely despatched, 
until the mortification orcasioned too great a stench for the ty
rant.~4 The story is well known of the Roman grandee, whose 
slave broke a chrystal vase in the presence of Augustus, and 
who forthwith sentenced the slave to be thrown to the fishes. 
The unfortunate servant clung around the feet of the emperor 
and begged for his iutercession; but the mediation even of the 
emperor made no impression on the inhum:m monster. The for
mer, however, in anger at snch an act of cruelty, caused all his 
costly vessels to he broken in pieces. 

2fi3 ScnrC'a F.pil'lt. 47. 

'2fi4 Dio ('s!I!Iillll, Hill'. UX. '¥T. 
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Let u! now eRst a glance upon the relatillDs of the female sex 
among the heathen. To them also was assigned under heathen-
ism an inferior place. It is Christianity that has first attributed 
to woman the SAme degree of human dignity as to man; only 
that woman exhibits the divine image in a form different from 
that of man. The heathen-to whom in his ruder state, war
like valour is the highest object; and to whom, in a more re
fined state, political life takes the place of V3lour-found wo
mall unadapted to either of these objects. Moreover the rear
ing of children, so far as she was concerned, pertained rather 
to the body and to the understanding than to the soul; and 
therefore woman, with him, could have no other value than that 
of a faithful slave. 011 this e:round, must we account for the 
neglected rondition of this se~~ among the ancients. As they 
expected every thing wicked from women, and trusted them ill 
no respect,~ so they endeavoured to cut them off from all inter
course with the world. The women were confined to a particu
lar part of the hOllse, and that the back part, where they inhab
ited the upper chambers. The younger females slept in apart
ments secured by locks and bolts; and were not allowed, ex
cept by special permission, to go from one part of the house 
to another. If they drove abroad in the night, torches were to 
be carried before the carriage. They were watched by old fe
male servants and eunuchs; who, howevel', were Dot unfre
quently bribed to indulge them in excesses.~ 

By this confinement and deprivation of freedom, by this se
clusion from all social intercourse, all opportunity for mental 
improvement and for the attainment of delicacy Rnd refined 
manners, must have been precluded to the women. No wonder, 
then, that there werr many misogynists among the ancients, who 
would not marry at all; whose sentiments, in part, have been 
collected by Stobaeus.1!67 These generally continned in the 
practice of paederastia; for which reason also, matrimony was 
regarded by the ancients as eminently a political institution; as 
we have already noticed abl)ve, particularly among the Spar
tans.* 

!!65 StnllUt·i RI'nlllllll'~, 1.XX. Be \'itll(lt'rntinnc lIIuli('rulII. 

266 Pottd!! Alllilillitil''', Vol. II. p. 310 :-ell. 

!2G7 ~tllhllt'i :;erlllulll'~, ~t'rtUfl LX r l. Quod nOll CXlll,dit uxort'lII 
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In a work which is 8srribed to the Pythagorean Ocelllls 
Lucanus, and which probably COllliJins fraglllents and though!::; 
of his, the fonowing principles concerning matrimony are ex
presscd.21i8 "The law on the one hand, and discretion and pie
ty on the other, must serve for a ~uide in a!!sumin~ the obliga
tions of wedlock. And indeed the first rule is, not to beget 
children for the mere pleasure of procreation, but for the sup
port of tbe whole community of which the man is a part. ]n a 
similar manner those commit a fault, who, in the choice of their 
wives, regard any thing else but the general good. Harmony 
and unity of disposition, among married people, mllst be pre
supposed; otherwise, there arises contenlion in indiridual fami
lies; and hence in the state also, since the state consists of fam
ilies. " 

Thus~oli!i~a_1 were the moti\'cs which the better class desired 
should be re~araed in respect to matrimollJ. Lycllrgus would 
allow of absolutely no old bachelors. As a punishment for 
them, he made it a permanet regulation, that, at the command 
of the Ephori, they should appear, each winter, naked in the 
market place, and sing song!l in derision of old bachelors; that 
they should not be present at the public cODtests of the half 
naked maidens; and, in the third place, that they should at a 
certain f('stival, be publicly drR~ged by the women round an 
alt:n and beatt'O with their fi5tS.269 What respect or what del
icate endearment could there be in a marriage, which was cn
forced in this de~rading manner? 

How little the conncxion of marriage was comprehended 
in its dignity and importance by the Greeks, is shown particu
larly by the example of Plato, who, (in the firth Look of his 
Republic.) ('ould propose a community of rcivt'l for his ideal 
state. How re\"oltin~ly injudiciolls such a proposition must be 
for the state, as well as for individuals, was strikingly shown by 
Aristotle.270 He correctly remarks, that" such a state of things 
would by no means sati&fy the wants of individuals; for thoul;h 
all might cry out together, 'l'h" " my wife;' yet still this 
could not possibly be said by each individual. Never is a thing 
worse taken care of, than when it belongs equally to se\'eral per-

2~ Ocelli Lllt'lui fie Ilatura I't'nlln, t .. t. Rllclolphi, ('. 4, 1" ~J!.I, 

269 PI lit. in Vim J.yl'urgi. Athf'J18I'i Th·;". I. XIII. 
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SOilS, where each one Jeaves it to the care of the others; and 
just so would thrn the rtaring and education of children fall into 
the greatest neglect. In such a state, with so great a communi
ty of goods, there could be, universally, only a fechle and 
never a powerful love; berause no man could have any thing 
of his own; and we know that a man always )O\'CS most, tliat 
which is most peculiarly his own." 

The scholars of Socrates ahd Plalo, acknowledged the dignity 
of the female sex in a somewhat higher degree. Socrates himself 
very correctly says :2il "By many things, 0 men, as well as 
by what this maiden does, is it evident, that the female nature is 
in nothing inferior to that of men; they need only the requisite 
knowledge and power. If, therefore, one of you has a wift', lt~l 
him only teach her, with full confidence, whatever he may wish 
her to understand." 

But perhaps the tinest ideal of a noble woman and of the de
sign of the marriage relation, which antiquity can furnish, is 
presented by Plutarch in his work, entitled, " Advice to married 
persons," which he addressed to a couple who were recently 
married. In that work, be calls their attention, among other 
things, to the following: "No woman can wish, merely hy mer
etricious and sensual arts to bind her husband to herself. It 
would turn out with her as with those who seek to catch fi!ih 
with poisoned bait; they catch them perhaps easily, but the 
bait renders them unfit for usc. Just so must such a woman 
Jive for years with a sJack and foolish husband. And those too 
who would rather rule over simple husbands than ~Iisten to wise 
ones, are like persons who prefer to Jead the blind along R road, 
rather than to follow sllch as see and know the way. U niver
sally, the woman must seek to attain, in the highest degree, all 
moral and practical accomplishments. 

"In a wise and happy marriage, every measure must pro
ceed from both parties in harmonious union. Still the guidance 
of the man must be perceptible; as when two voices sound fo
gether, the deepest still leads the melody. Nevertheless, the 
woman may lead the man, not by scolding and rage, but by af
fectionate gentleness. Thus the sun conquered th~ north wind. 
When the latter would compel the traveller to put off his mantic, 
and stormed and blustered, he wrapped himself in it so much the 
closer. But when the gentle sun, with his enlivening beams, 
-------- .. ----------

2~1 Xenol'h. t.:ollvivium, c. 2. p. 161. ed. Schneider. 
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came forth from the clouds, the traveller laid aside not only his 
mantle, but also his upper ;arment. 

" Harmony and similarity of taste and feeling, are the soul of 
wedlock. A mirror borderco with splendid gems can be of 
no use, if it does not reflect the true image of the countenance. 
So no wife can benefit you, though possessing all possible 
perfections, if she is not a counterpart of your own disposition. 
The wife must know how to weep with her weeping hus
b1md, and to laugh when he lau~hs. Plato said: 'That 
city might be pronounced fortunate where no difference between 
mine and thine should exist;' and much more so must it be in 
matrimony. And further; as the physicians say, that if the 
left side is struck, the right also feels it, so must the wife and 
the husband live in the greatest mutual sympathy. 

" And a4J the wife must hare all in common with the hus
band, so, finally, must she also have the same friends; and 
pre-eminently must it be so with the greatest of a\l friends, the 
gods. She ought to worship no other gods, but those of her 
consort. 

"And now, my dear PollianlJs,Z7'J who have already your
self arrived at an age in which YOIl know how to philoso
phize, adorn your own mind with excellent thoughts, while 
you occupy youl'SclC only with what is useful; but also. like 
the Lees, collecting honey from every source, impart to your 
wife of that which you bear in yourself, and thus make her 
acquainted with the best of e\'ery species of instruction: 'For 
thou hast become to her,' in the words of the poet, 'father, 
and mother, and also brothtr.' And so it is likewise proper, 
that you should listen to her when she says: 'Husband, you 
are now my teacher, and guide, and instructor in things tbe 
most noble and divine.' For if you instruct your wife in 
such things, she will be recovered from the siJIy amusements 
of ordinary women. A woman who bas learnt Geometry, will 
be ashamed to dance; and she who is charmed with the 
words of Plato and XeDophoD, will listen to no magic songs. 
As women can bear no children without the man, 50 must the 
man likewise sow the intellectual seed in the soul of the wo
man, in order to bring to light the intellectual fruit. 

"But, 0 Euridice, let it be your endeavour always to re
tain in mind the wise and excellent sentiments, and to have 

1m Plut. Conjug. Praec. ('. 48, 
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continually in your mouth those discourses, which you heard 
while you were present with us; that 80 you may delight your 
husband, and be admired by other women, because, although 
dressed out by no one, you yet appear adorned. The pearls 
of those rich ladies, the silk of those foreign ones, you cannol 
purcbase for much gold. But the attire of 0 Theano, a Cleo
buline, a Timoclea, of the ancient matrons Claudia and Cor
nelia, and of whatever other celebrated women there may have 
been, this attire you can procure for yourself without cost, and 
live at the same time renowned and bappy. If Sappho was 
80 conceited on account of hrr talent for poetry as to write in 
the following manner to a rich lady: 'When you are dead, 
you will rest in the grave and no one will think of you more; 
since you possess not the Pierian roses;' -why should not you 
venture to be proud of yourself, whell you possess not only 
the roses, but also the fruits, which the muses bring and dis
tribute to those who strive for knowledge and wisdom?" 

A charming picture of a heathrn marriag6 of the noblrr 
kind! But how few instances may there have been of it; 
and how far short of that which every case of christian wed
lock ought to be! for we must look, not on the members of the 
christian church as they are, * but as they ,"ovid he according to 
apostolic wisdom; and as they in fact are, when, by conversion 
Ind re,;eneration, they have likewise become real members 
of tbe invisible churcb. To sucb a state of conjugal connel
ion among the beathen, as well liS to every other desire and 
effort of theirs, the hi,;her unity of spiritual life was wanting. 
This higher unity is atl'orded to Christians in the marriage re
Illtion, by Christ, as bein,; the object of their mutual affection. 
It is, indeed, by Christ's becoming the central object of all 
their affections and efforts, that their life first acquires I beav
enly consecration, a s3cerdotal form. The man no longer 

• To undl'J'lItand the ('uet import of our autbor in dlis and mnny 
oth .. r ,~.tI, it il4 ncc('l&ry to bear in mind the fuct, that in the 
t'Mtahlitlht'tl rhur(')u.'s of Gt"nllaIlY, J1rote~allt &II well lUI popish, tilt' 
whole maIlS of the pt'oplt> are ronllid('1'l'd lUI externally memhers of 
the ehurrh. Well mfty ,urA a mftll, wltt-n writing for Imrh a rom
munity, K-el himl'elf fl'NJllf'lItly rllllt'd upon to make" t1i~lIction lIf
tween the "convt>ned" aillt "",~ne"'tpd" part of the rburch, aud 
the great ID88M who ,ri\'e no nidenr(' of piety.--Sucb are 80me of 
the Nt! fruit .. of ChUl'l'h-ftlld-8t1ltc ptllil'~·, ill ('ullllt'xion with thf' lax-
ity of ttoctrioe which itself ProdU('l·/i. Tu~!!. 
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loves, in his wife, the woman alone, but the glory of his Re
deemer whicb imbues and animates her; and so the woman 
Im'es in her husband, not merely the man, but the Spirit of her 
Lord, wi!h which he is filled. The aim of their life is not, as in 
the case of that Platonic wedlock, merely- to render this life 
agreeable; but it is the glorious transformation into the image 
of Christ; and as bere the husband will particularly exemplify 
the Pauline view of christian life; as there will emanate from 
him to the wife strength of faith, rejoicing activity, and unshaken 
confidence; so the wife will on her part exemplify that view 
of life in Christ which is presented by the apostle JoAn; and 
she will know how to infuse into the soul of her husband, tran
quiJlity of mind, gentleness, and forbearance. In the circle 
of their children, they will stand not merely in the relation of 
persons who have brought them into being and who are nou
rishing them up for an eArthly life; but they will look upon 
themselves as the priest and priestess of God; as tbose who 
have given birth to a new citizen of Heaven, whom it is now 
their business to render fit for a reception into the heavenly 
community. And on the other hand, the children will not 
merely be bound to them by the bond of earthly Jove; but they 
will feel themselves chained to their pious parents by that won
derful sympathy of spiritual Jove, which in scripture is mystically 
denominated "in Cllrist;" and wbile in their father and mo
ther they recognize also their guides to the Lord, the Spirit of 
the Lord will indissolubly unite them witb their parents. 

This leads us to a kindred topic of consideration, viz. tbat of 
education among the ancients. The great importance of it WI! 

acknowledged by them. Socrates (in Platot73) says concern
ing it, to one who inquired of him respecting the education 
of his son: "Solemn consultation is alw3ys a sacred act. But 
if consultation is universally sacred, more paniclilarly so is that 
in which we would now engage. For man can deliberate upon 
nothing more sacred and divine, than upon tbe education of 
bimstlf and of those who belong to him."-And Plutarch 
says :~. "To the perfection of a man, three things must co
operate, nature, teaching, and practice. But if anyone supposes, 
that those who are born with small natural abilities, are not able I 
to remedy the defects of their nature by careful instruction and 

273 Plluoni8 Theagt'1I, II. 5. cd. Bekker. 
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management, let him know, that he is in I very great error. 
Neglt'Ct destroys the excellency of nature; but instruction en
nobles what is naturally mean. The dropping of water wears 
the rocks away. Nay, it will even furn out, that what is 
achieved against nature by exertion, is more excellent than that 
whicb is peculiar to nature.-Just as the bodily limbs of a 
child must be properly taken care of and exercised from his 
binh, that they may not grow crooked; so likewise must the 
habits and morals of children be appropriately formed from the 
beginning, if they are to become correct; for every thing wbile 
young, is yet moist and soft, and therefore easily receives an 
impressioo.-Tbe source and root of a Doble disposition, is an 
appropriate education. Hence Crates was nof in the wrong, 
who stationed himself in the highest pan of tbe city and cried 
out: '0 ye men! whither are yc rnshing headlong! ye who 
prize the acquisition of property above all things, but take no 
care for your sons, to wbom you are to lea,'e all that propeny 
behind.' " 

But here it is first to be remarkp.d, that the chief object of at
tention in the education of children, was merel,! to form them 
for ,distinguished citizens; and that accordingly, just as 10 bea
then wedlock, --so lho-·in the relation betwt>en parents and chil
dren, there remained unregarded, on the one hand, those tender 
bonds of personal affection which should ever unite the child 
and the parents; while, on the other hand, there was also here 
left out of view the relation of the life of the child to that high
er sphere of being, to which everyone oll,ght to be consecrated 
from his binh, and into which II(' ought to be introduced and 
incorporated throughout the whole course of the formation of 
his mind and character. 

Plato, in his Republic and in his book on the Laws, bestoW!! 
very special care on tbe theory of education. But he too re
garded it in no higher point of view than that of conformity 
to the laws of the state. So the Athenian, in his book on the 
Laws, says :~5 " For the third and the founh time, our reRec
tions hare come to the result, that education should be the al
lurement and guidance of youths to that which the laws ap
prove, and which the most judicious and aged ha"e found by 
experience to be the best."-And ,,,ith the same view Aristotle 
also says :276 "No one can doubt that the legislator must bestow 

275 Plato de le~ih. II. p. 2~.). ed. 8f.kkrr. 

~711 Arist. PolitjrR, \'HI. 1. roo ~rhnf'idf'r. 
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very peculiar attention on the education of youth. If this is 
not done in a state, its constitution is destroyed. The citizen 
l'ncler any constitution of government, must live conform
ably to the spirit of that constitution; because the peculiar spi
rit of each constitution helps to ~ustain the constitution itself;
the democratic spirit sustains a democracy; the aristocratic 
slIstains oligarchy; and the best spirit and disposition in a pe0-
ple, will ever produce the best constitutions."* 

In consequence of this political view of education, the state 
was also exhibited, by the sages of antiquity, as eminently the 
chief educator. The Jaws were to accomplish the right for
mation of character in the youth. Hence, according to PJato, 
the science of education stands connected with the discovery of 
the best political laws. Meanwhile, however, Plato could not 
comprehend any education in the true sense of the word, inas
much as he had allmved the community of women. Aristotle 
indeed censures this latter trait, as we have seen; but still the 
influence which even he allows to the p:lrents in education, is 
an extremely subordinate onr. He also a~mits the laws as the 
chief me3ns of education:'r.7 "Still, the laws of the state can 
give only general rules; those which are more special, the pa
rents must learn by experienre; since these are in a great degree 
contingent." "Thus, for example," says Aristotle, "the phy
sician prellcribes rest and abstinence from food generally, to aIJ 
who are sick with fever; but still, there may be single excep
tions of persons who would not be benefited by this course." 
In his Politics also, the same author says:»"i8 "Since the object 
and design of the state is but one, so it is ('lear that the process of 
education also can be but one, and that indeed a necessary one. 
For this end also, it i~ dear, that all must take a common care 

-- --------- ----- --- - -------------
277 Ari~tot. F.thi(,D all Nil'om. X. !l. 
!!7~ J\ ri!ltol. Politicn, nIl. 1. 

• If thnt .riollH politil'inn of anrient day'" iR rOJTe('t, lIS all sub
IW'quent f~~llf'rit'n('e h1U4 lihown Ihat IU' iii, what then shall we May of 
the final htaaring on ollr politiraJ inMtitutiouM, it' arilltocratir and mo
rtnrrh;ral thnl1l4 of church polity are to Ilf'rlllflt' preralent among UM? 
With R 1't'lijCinuM prople, what C8Il 1'0 powerlillly al'l tn rhslljre the 
whole hiM of rhe vublic mind, Ill! 8 cliart!!" in the filrlU of I'f'ligious 
in!ltitlltioDM? It iR well remarkp.rl of our puril8Il 8Ilce!ltol'M, that 
, they def'rf'f'd our future frffdom hy the rery fonn of their indepen-
dent rhllrrh polity!' Tu!'f~. 
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together; and not each one s£'parately, as is now the case, 
while each one cares for his own children separately, and im
parts to them separate instruct~)n just as be pleases. At the same 
time, no one must think that he may be a citizen by himself, 
but all are citizens of the state; and therefore each particular 
part or pprson must regard, nor what is useful mfrely to himself, 
but what is useful to the whole." 

Such thorough-going subordination of private to public in
terest, was indeed found practicable in no state bllt Spar,a ; 
but stiJJ, in sereral respects, it existed in aU the Grecian slat,'s, 
and was every where aimed at as a desirable object. But it is 
totally impossible that state education should supply the place 
of parental. For according to the highest ideas of education, 
(and these are just the christian ideas,) the child ought through 
the mysterious communion of love in which be lives with his 
parents, without the imposition of any command at all, to engraft 
him~lf 3S it were into the higher life of the parents, and thus 
be moulded for obedience, not only to the Jaws of the earthly 
state, but also of the heavenly kingdom of Christ.1I79 What 
were the marriage ties without the delight of training up chil
dren,-without the !1leasure to the parents of seeing tbe image 
of their own intellectual and moral life tran~ferred to the child f 
Yea, the true love of the child also towards its father and moth
er, can rest only on the moral communication received from 
them,-on the 'pirilual procreation. 

It is further to be remarked, in how small a degree the higher 
intellectual capacities of man were developed by such an educa
tion, where each individual is shaped to the forms of the state 
in which he lives. In the first place, for minds of a loftier and 
diviner cast, who, like Annxagoras, wished to be citizens, not of 
an earthly state, but of an heavenly, it must have been to the 
last degree burdensome and oppressi\'e, to find their spirit, which 
aspired to embrace the cause and essence of 311 things in ben
en and in earth, immediately in its very developement, bound 
down, as it were by a magic spell, in the contracted sphere of 
the affairs and regulations of a petty state. 

But if, again, in all the Gl'erian states besides Sparta, the 
young men were indeed seldom necessitated by state regula-
---------- ---- ---------------

r,g Cirero al!\O n>cogllizcd lIurh an engrafting or one'~ IM'lf into till' 
spirit of the family; ollly Dot in ilB proper depth. OraL pro Rabirio, 
r. ~, 
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tions to enter upon Iny certain mode of life, yet still the parents, 
in all the efforts and aspirations of their sons, had DO other 
standard but the common good of the state; and wbatever did 
not promote this, seemed to be enthusiasm and extravagance. 
We see this in a remarkable manner in the history of Socrates. 
Allhough Socrates carried on a spirited warfare against the so
phist~, who lost themselves in fruitless speculation on things un
attainable by man; while on the other hand he urged upon the 
yonng men, who attached themselves to him, the improvement 
of the heart and self-denial in their lives; yet this appeared to 
the earthly-minded Athenians, who knew nothing hi!!:her than 
the daily cOllrse of state affairs, as ~oinl; quite too far; and 
Aristophanes, with ~reat applause, made Socrates the subject of 
ridicule, 85 a sophist or a subtile speculator about remote things, 
.,~ . 

,.Ulo)P" 'pO"fI~W'. 
It was not however merely in general, that, in consequence of 

such a system of state cultivation and education, the spirit of the 
more thoughtful youth was cramped and circumscribed; but the 
disposition, the heart, remained in this way wholly neglecter). It 
is LOVE which excites the profoundest life in man; and each low
er degree of love prepares the way to one that is higher. In tbis 
way should love to man, when developed in tenderness, prepare 
tbe way for love to God. But the earliest love, to which a hu
man being finds himself directed, as he comes into the world, 
is filial love. The more tenderly and affectionately this is de
veloped, the purer lind more ~()(Hike will be every other Jove 
of which life renders us susceptible. Now as the plea!ures of 
domestic love were wholly unknown alllon~ the ancients; as the 
indi\'idual, from childhood up, saw himself rlirerted only to a 
~reater community, to which however it was impossible to attach 
himself with the full warmth of his heart; sc also his inward 
man remained uncuhivated and unimproved, in precisely the 
most delicate part of his spiritual being. 

It is, however, still to be remarked, that what is here said of 
heathen wedlock and the education of children, is true in a less 
degree of the Romans than of the Greeks. In consequence of 
the greater regard for chastity, which ,,'as prodllctd by the more 
serious religious system of the ROlJlans, conjugal affection w~ 
more cordial and fervent,-the wife, too, was under far less 
restraint,-lhan among the Greeks. The effect of this more 
warm and cordial marriage relation, was also apparent in the ed
\Ication of rhildrcli. The Romans had SUcll lIlolhers as the 
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excellent Cornelia; and fatbers earnestly el.lgaged for the im
provement of their children, as Cato. The sentiments of Cato 

'on marriage and education, ore presented to us by Pbtarch in 
his account of his life.l1bO "He selected a wife out of a good 
family, rather than a rich one; believing that each of these 
qualifications may indeed have its weight and importance, but 
that tbe well born, despising whatever is mean, will be the more 
ready to unite with her husband in all that is noble. Whoever 
beats his wife or his child, says he, Jays his hands on that which 
is most sacred. He regarded it as far more prai5ewo~hy to be 
a good husband, than a great senator. He also admired nothing 
more in Socrates, than that, with an ill tempered wife and wonh
Jess chiJdren, he couJd maintain his gentleness and equanimity. 
And when a child was born to him, he regarded no business, ex
cept that of the public, so important, as his being present when 
his wife washed and swathed the infant; which sh,~ also nursed 
with her own milk. Often also she laid the infant children of 
the slaves upon her own breast, and sought thus to infuse into 
the latter a friendly feeling towards her son. When his chil
dren began to have understanding, he took them himself and 
taught them the rudiments of school education; although he 
had an elcellent slave, who well understood the business, and 
taught many other children. Cato was accustomed to say t he was 
not willing that his son should be rebuked or beaten by a slave; 
nor that he should have to thank a slave for this kind of knowl
edge." This solicitude of the Roman for his children, is ever to 
be 3cknowledged and applauded ; although it does not indeed 
reach the important point whieh ·Paul regards as the chief point 
of all education, viz. that children must be brought up II in the 
nunurc and admonition of the Lord." Eph. 6: 4. 

Thus ha,'c we seen how heathenism was deficient in a fundamen
tal knoU1ledge of human nature, and consequently also in a proper 
eltimate of human nature; and that therefore, if we take the word 
in a higher sense, even that Aumanity was wanting in heathen
ism. on account of which so high encomiums have been lavi~h
ed upon it ;~nly indeed by those who know not the deeper 
humanity to which vital Christianity gives birth. This deficien
cy in humanity, or genuine and universal benevolence, is also 
manifest in many religious and ci"il customs. To that is to be 

lid) Pluto Vita Catonia M. c. 20. 
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imputed the prohibition laid by the Greeks upon their slaves, 
lhat they must not be prE-sent at many of the festivals of the 
gods, e. g. that of the Eumenides; and at Rome, that of Her
eules; since the gods would be dishonoured by the presence of 
Sl1ch inferior persons. From this cause aro~e also the custom 
of the Spartans of scourgin~ their children every year at tbe 
altars of Diana Orthia, in honour of the goddess, so cruelly, that 
many of them expired; as also that cruel srourging of the Ar
cadian damsels at the altar of Bacchus. Hut more ('specially 
to this want of humanity is to be attributed the custom of hu
man sacrifices. How universal this fril;htflll custom was in an
cient times amonJ!; the heathen, the heathen Porphyry himself 
relates.2u "Amon~ the Rhodians, on the sixth of July, a man 
was sacrificed to Saturn. In Salamis, in ~I:trch, they slrw a 
man in honour of Agraulus the son of NCJltunc and the nymph 
AgrauJill; and in later times, thty made this ~~crifire to Dio
med. Y oun~ men led the destined \'irtirn three times round 
the ahar; then the priest thrust a lance illto his body, and his 
corpse was burned. In Chios an!l Tenedos, a man torn in 
pieces was olTered to Bacchus Omldius. In Lacedaemon also, 
Apollodorus relate~, a man was sacrificed to ~Iars. So also the 
Phenicians and Cretans frequently sacrificed men. But all 
buma" sacritices llmone; various nation!, according to the histo
rian Pallas, arc said to have ceased about the time of the empe
ror Adrian. Refore that time, in Syrian Laodicea also, a 
young woman was annually sacrificed; but at present I female 
deer. The AralJian tribe of Dumathia annually slew a boy 
before their sac reo shrine, and buried him under it. Philar
chus relates, that the Greeks almost never took the field, without 
having offered a human victim. I pass over in silence the 
Thracians and Scythians; I say nothing of the Athenians, how 
these slew the daughters of Erichtheus and Praxithell. But to 
whom is it not known, that at this very day , [about A. D. 290,] 
at the festival of Jupircr Latialis, a man is annually slain in the 
~rf>llt city ?"* 

Clemens Alexandrinus mentions other extensive human sa
crifices :~ " Your gods, like pestilential diseases marching 

ilf/l Porph~ r. de abgtin. ('amill, II. Sti. ed. Rimer. allll from him, 
r.1I~·h. Prdl'l'. E,·an!Z'. IV. lti. anll Cyrillus contra Julian. lib. H. 

2~l! CI"/II Alex. Protn'l)tiko!l, ('. :t. illit. 

• Konlt'. 
rot.. II. \0. 7. fi'! 
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through cities and nations, demanded cruel and bloody sacrifi
ces. Aristomenes of Messenia sacrificed to Jupiter Ithometes, 
three hundred men; and among them, Theopompu! king of 
the Lacedaemonians. The Tamians, who inhabited tht: Tau
riao Chersollesus, were accustomed to sacrifice forthwith to the 
Taurian Diana, all strangers who landed or were shipwrecked 
on their shores. At Pe". in Thessaly, an Achaean was sa
crificed to Peleus and Chiron. The Cretans of Lyctn! were 
likewise in the habit of slaue:hterine: human victims. The Les
bians, according to the acc~unl of Dosidas, made a similar 01:' 
fering to Bacchus. Pythocles relates, that the Phocaeans burnt 
a man whole in sacrifice to the Taurian Diana. Ercrhtheus of 
Attica and the Roman ~larius hoth sacrificed their daughters; 
the first to Persephone, and Marius to the diu overruncil."* 
-------------------------------- - _._._-

.. In jU1Itire to my~dt~ Ilt'rllll\.~, I ou~ht MOmcwh,,1't.' to I't'mark on 
th~ 1II0d .. Jlurtllit'd hy til(' author ill hil'l lllllllcrollH \'\lractl'! frllm all
cit'llt allthol'8; othprwi~', tht, \egml'II rt'/ult'r who shall tskp tilt' troll
hll' of rlllnparill~ till' pre~i'llt tnUl!'llatiulI (If tho~' extrnl't .. with the 
origiualll, and whll muy Iwt hurt, Thohlt'k'lI work hy hilll, may think 
mt' I't'ilponl'lihll' fi.r thl' frt'llIwnt omi:oi:~i(lll.l he will fiud in thp hody 
of dlPI*' t'xtmrtM. ThohH'k'lI rille nppc'al'H to hP thi!!; in tit .. first 
plart', fuirly to /lin' th .. !It'nllt' of thr amhor from whom tw qllotpM, M 

to the particular point f(.r whirh hill authority il'l 8l1dllrl'd; and thrn, 
to leave Ollt all the iuridt'lItai rirrUIIl!'ltaJlI'f'iI whil'h 110 1I0t lII'n'(~ to 

(,IUlt Iijlht Oil t hiM poillt. lit· a)lIo take~ ("m~iderahl~ Iiht-ny in tralll'!
latinll-murh JIIon~ than I huv" thollght it eXllf'diNlt to tllk,· with 
him. I do not ho\wwr nwan to rontnulict what I ha\'(~ j,,~t iWd M 

to hil'l fainwMII in I!i\'ill,r tlw St'lIse, or to \Vt'Rkt'n the I't'linnr .. that ill to 
hf' pine I'd 1111 his 'lHotatioll". A cOIllIIII·ndablf1 hn'\"ity wall d()l\btlr!\.~ 
hi~ ohjl'rt in the olllilVliulliI; nnd f'lr~ru'" and GpmulII idiom, ill thp 
lirl'II"'" IU' ha.'I tnhn. A litl'ml nnd filII tmnillatiotl fnnn th .. (:ret'k 
of n f"w ~nlt'llrr!ol ill thl' ahuve quotation from Clt'lIIt'llil AlexandrinulI, 
will ~'m' a. __ a !'I .... rimf~n. The portioll!' omitted hy Tholurk, art' put 
in Ital irll. 

" What rrutl and mi,anlhropic dimon, lotre ~'olJr ~()(l!il, tl'ho not only 
tltli,htfd in tht i .. ,anit.y oj mfn, but fl'fn f,vuyrti human ,'a~httr j MIf, 

rontriring jur liatmltlvf' tht tntan.t oj fnjoymt7l1 jrom tht an/lntimu ron
lu" oj anntli ,ntn in Ih!' ,India, nOle jrum tht innumtrablt ,trUl(l(iu 
jor glory ill U'ar8; that Ih/U tltty 71Ii1!,'hl abundanlly ,.alintt t"t""dr". 
U'itA human murda j and nOlI', likl' till' 1II0llt t1prully p",tilrnrl'lI ad\'8n
ring throujl:h ritip~ !Lilli IIntiollli, Iht,Y dt'llIanded the 1lI0000t IlIrreill'~ li
tllltionll. Ari"tll"II'n .. ~ of .\If'II.~'lIin ~lIrrifir .. " thn'f' huntil't'd IlH'1I fo 
Jupiter 1thonwlt'~, ,'lIpposill!! him8t!f to offtr an arctptablt ,atrijirr in 
'0 ,nan.y and $Iuh rhoire ltuallJlnb8; IUWlIIg whom Wll." Theopompu!I, 
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Even Aristides himself could sacrifice to Bacchus Omestes, the 
three sons of the sister of the Persian kin~, whom he had taken 
as captives;~ and Themistocles also offered up several Per
sians of di!tinction. According to Dionysius of Halicarna!
sus,2&( the Romans, evcn down to the latest times, were accustom
ed annually, at the vernal equinox, to go in procession to the Ti
ber, escorted by the praetors and vestal virgins, and there to throw 
thirty images of men into the river, in commemoration of the 
former human sacrifices. And Livy informs us, that ooce, in a 
time of great peril to the state, a man and woman of Gaul, 
were buried to propitiate the protecting gods. Lactantius in
deed well remarks, as he relates these horrid rites of worship :285 

" What greater evil could those gods in8ict upon them, even if 
in continual wrath against them, than now, when they mllst be 
appeased at so horrid a price?" 

In respect now to thc spirit of humanity in civil and political 
life, it was founded chiefly on the common 100'e of country. 
But since the love of country rests on a refined love of self, it 
was consequently not strong enough to subdue the influences of 
that selfishness, which in and of itself already swayed the con
duct of the individuals. Wherever, therefore, that more refin
ed selfishness, which was careful to sustain the state and the cit
izen" for the sake of its own advantage, had nothing to fear, 
there the pride and avarice of individuals again came forth 
un~hackled. Hence even public life was destitute of many in
stitutions of benevolence and love, to which Christianity first 
gave risco Here too, we must bear in mind, that vital Chris
tianity has by no means pervaded the whole community of the 
-----------

king IIf tlw J.acedRemnnillllM, n MINt l'irti"", The nation of the Tau
ri dw('lIin~ ahout the Taurian Chel'!4Onf'MII!I, immt'diately sacrifice to 
tlw Tauriall Di8lla all rhe IItrange~ tlU'y ran Meize among themselves, 
and thOl!e falling into tllI'ir powI'r hy ~a. Such .~u Euripidu 
rtpruml. on 1M .t~t. -'Ionimru aUo rtiatu, in Ail coUut1oft of tDOR

dtrJuJ thi"l':" t/tal at Pl'Ila, ('tr. 
From thilt "pecimt'n, it i!4 ohrioll~ not only thlll our author leues 

filii f'Xlraneollll matter in hill (luotatioD!~, hilt al~ murh whirh is to 
hiM pUrpotIe. Such, too, il! tht' farl with him f'lsewhert.'. 8tjIJ he 
gi\'el! UM amply enough to lIubst8lltiaie hilt pot!itions. TU~!I. 

2t<3 I') \r' A' 'd' 9 UI. Ita Mltl 11'1, r . •. 

g8-t Buseh. Praep. Evan~. III. Hi. 
~t'5 Lactant. ID8tit. I. 2J, 
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external christian church; and that consequently it is only here 
and there, where vital Christianity bas inflamed individual com
munities, and chiefly at the first entrance of Christianity into 
the world, that we behold what the Spirit of Christ is truly ca
pable of accomplishing in this respect. 

The LOVE which united together the members of tbe first 
christian congregations, especially at a time when moral corrup
tion, perfidy, and misanthropy had reached their higbest point 
in the Roman empire, plll all the heathen in astonishment. In 
Minutius Felix,~ the heathen Caecilius says of the first Chris
tians: "This harmony of spirit among the Christians, must be 
whoIly reprobated and destroyed. They recognize each other 
by secret signs and marks, and mutually love each other before 
they become acquainted. Here and tbere, a sort of voluptuous 
religious feding is intermingled among tbem, and they call 
themselves reciprocally brethren and .uterl." The heathen 
were often heard to cry out with astonishment respecting the 
disciples of Christ: "Sce how they love one another !',"287 Yea, 
such brotherly love must indeed have been incomprehensible 
to the heathen; for where sdfishoess still reigns, love is not un
feigned; and selfishness must reign where Christ has nol yet 
become ollr life. Now as every Christian no longer seeks his 
own, but that which is his Lord's, so it is only among regenera
ted Christians that true love is possible. And just the defalllt 
of this true, unfeigned love, was a defect in the ci\'il Bnd politi
cal life of tbe heatillm in general. On the contrary, the blessed 
iofiuence of the christian spirit of lore, was also e\'inced in ma
ny puMic regulations. It showed itself in the abolition of the 
games of the gladiators. This alJOlition \~as occasioned by 
Christianity; since thrse ;ames m'lst themselves have continued 
to nourish in the minds of the cornbatants, as well as of the spec
tators, a spirit of sange cruelty. Even heathen of the beuer sort, 
had already taken offence on this point. Thus Lucian relates of 
the cyllic DClllonax,:/ij8 that when the Athenians at a certain 
time were aLolllto gi\'e a great exhibition of comhatants, he came 
forward, sayin~: "Do not do this, until you have first thrown 
down your altar of compassion." How much more mllst the 
Christians IliI\ e felt tile illhumanity of these amllsem('nts ! 

21\6 Milllltii (ktll\ill!'i, ,'. !I. ,\ 2. 
2~ Tl'rt. Apot. c. 3'1. 
\!.~ LlII';u'Ji Dl'lII'J/J:j\, 1'. ;'7. 
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That spirit of christian love manifested itself also in the admill
istration of jUltiu; into whicb Christianity afterwards, in pro
portion as it pervaded the various states, introduced a ?lildcr and 
more humane spirit; removing, for example, the punishment of 
crucifixion, of the rack, of casting to wild beas~, etc. It was 
manilested too in the manner of life among the \'(ll'iO'JS classes 
of men, who all assumed a milder character; and, finally, in 
Ihe eltablishment of charitable inlti/utionl. c. g. poor-houses, 
infirmaries, free houses of entertainment for indigent foreigners, 
and many institutions of this kind, which had Leen almost wholly 
unknown to heathenism; so that the first establishment of infir
maries was tile occasion of general wonder among the hea
then.WJ 

We close this contrmplation on the influence of heathenism, 
witb the spirited words of Athanasius, in which he depicts the wide 
dominion and transformj!$~'Je[g Qf the ~ospel:200 II Who among 
men could penetrate even to the Scythians, the Ethiopians, the 
Persians, the Armenians, the Goths, or to those be\'ond the ocean, 
or beyond Hyrcania ; or who would address hillls~lf to the Egyp
tians and the Chaldean~,-to the lauer, who practise magic, and 
are wholly ruled by superstition; to the former, who li\'e in wild 
and desert countries,-and preach to both ",ith courage aDd 
wisdom against the worship of idols? Who could have been 
adequate to this, but the Lord of all, the Power of God, our 
Lord Jesus Christ? Hr., who not only caused his gospel to be 
preached there by his disciple~, but also imparted to those na
tions the full cOIl"iction of the hrart; so th~t they thencefortb 
no )on~er offen>d sacrifices to the ~od~ of their coul/tries, and 
gave up also rhe rudeness of their manners. 'n former times, 
when the Greeks and Barbarians srrved the heathen gods, they 
were perpetually at war with each other, and were cruel towards 
their own kindred by blood; yea, no one could travel by land 
or sea, unless armed sword in hand, a~ainst improvident and 
mutual contest!!. Indeed their whole life was rather a sen'ice 
uncler arms; their staff was the sword, the support of all their 
hopes. And although they all this time continued to serve the 
~ods, yet this was not competent to change their disposition. 
But scarcely had they turned to the doctrine of Christ, when 
rudeness and murder disappeared; afrer that the heart within 

2~ Ilif'ron)lIIi f.p. 2ti. 

~ Athan. OJ'll. T. I. 1', lO.i. 
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had, in a wonderful manner, been broken and subdued. What 
mere man could ever have been able to accomplish so murh ! 
to march forth to the ron test against the united legions of idola
try, the combined hosts of demons, the whole world of magir, 
and all the wisdom of Greece; and at a single onset, overthrow 
them all !" 

PAHT V. 

HINTS ON TilE STUHY or Cl.ASSICAL L1TERATl:RE. 

Having thus considered heathenism in its moral aspect, it 
will not be unsuitable for us to inquire, with what expectations 
and witb what views the study of the ancients is now to be pros
ecuted. 

If we were here to speak of the benefits it is calculated to 
bestow in every other "iew, elcept in that of morals, we should 
necessarily ha\'e to adduce a great many advantages. The an
cients are, in fact, not only the fatbers of all our knowledge, 
with the exception of religion; but they are also, in many de
partments still our skilful teachers. &sides, there runs through 
the whole of antiquity a lively, intelligent, practical spirit, which 
connects itself in the most simple manner with nature; so that 
Johannes von Muller very aptly and justly remarks:* "If tbe 
experience of antiquity is to be applied in our own times, the 
grand secret, the great art, is, to gitle to etlery thing it. right 
name. The ancients spoke not a metaphysical language arising 
out of abstract ideas; and for this reason they are so full of energy ; 
because their figures fall upon, and form the soul. We strive 
to become acquainted with nature; the ancients felt and painted 
it." How beneficial the study of the ancients must be in the 
respects now mentioned, is obvious. 

Among theologians, such men as Calvin, Bucer, and Melancb
thon show how important are the advantages for the treatment of 
religious subjects, which are to be derived from a classical edu
cation. 

But here the inquiry meets us, Whether this study can also 

• Werke, B. XV. p . .J5~ 454. 
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be useful to the Christa in, in a moral view? This question 
presents itself with so much the more importance, in proportion 
as the erroneous opinion has more and more prevailed in 
schools of learning, tI~at it. i~ c1llSSical education wh~cb .must form 
the character and disposition of the youth. This View, every 
Christian who has become acquainted, from his own observation 
and experience, with the diB'erence between the heathen and the 
christian elements of character, must decidedly oppose. The 
spirit of heathenism is diB'erent from that of Christiani'y, not only 
in de~ree, but also in its very essence; 90 that even what is good 
in heathenism, must first become imbued with the christian spirit, 
if it is to be regarded as good in the christian sense. The heav
enly temper, and the longing after a holy and eternal life, are 
wantin~ in the poet of antiquity; the affectionate hand of a pa
ternal God, and the penetrating glance into the sinful shaHow
ness of our hearts, are not found in the historian; faith, love, 
humility, and hope, exist not in the philosophy of the ancients; 
and poetry, and history, and philosophy, all fail to penetrate the 
depths of the inner man. 

It is true, the heathen have accomplished many splendid 
achievements. Augustin says, they bad often hazarded far 
more for their earthly country, than the Christians for their heav
enly inheritance. * But still those deeds were not good, merely 
because they were great and splendid. We must here inquire 
for the root, from which the branches spring. With the heathen, 
it is, in most cases, a proud self exaltation; such as was enstamp
ed as the great principle of life by the Stoic school. Or, if it be 
not selfishness which impels the heathen to splendid deeds, yet it 
is often, probably, the strenll;th of some inborn emotion-it may 
be patriotism, or conjugal aB'ection, or other like impulses of tbe 
human heart, which the man follows, without having acquired 
them by eB'ort, anc without being himself conscious why he fol
lows them. It is, at least, not the spirit of love and humiJity,
a spirit which springs from the subdual of that ever active and 
obtrusive selfishness. 

Let us take n view even of the greatest of the heathen, Soc
rates. His soul was certainly in some alliance with the holy 
God; he certainly felt, in his daemon or guardian spirit, the in
explicable nearness of his Father in heaven; but he was desti
tute of a view of the divine nature in the humble form of a ser-

• De Civit. Dei, V. 18. 
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vant, the Redeemer with the crown of thorns; be bId DO iJeai 
conception of lhat true holiness, which manifests itselfin tbe most 
humble love and the most a1fectionate humility. Hence, also, 
he was unable to become fully acquainted with his own hean, 
though he so greatly desired it. Hence too he was dt'stitute of 
any deep humiliation and grief on account of his sinful wretch
edness; of that true humility, "hich no longer allows it~lf in a 
biting, sarcastic tone of instruction; and destitute likewise of any 
filial, devoted love. The~ perfections nn be shared only by 
the Christian, who beholds the Redeemer as a wanderer upon 
earth III the form of a servant; and who receives in his own 
soul the sallctifying power of that Redeemer, by intercourse with 
him. 

On these grounds, it can neither he permitted in general to 
transplant the spirit of heathenism into the youth of christian 
seminaries; nor can the attempt even be sanctioned, to engraft 
some of the better branches of the wild olive-tree upon tbe good ; 
unless, indeed-which, however, can rarely be supposed in the 
rase of tcnder youth,-the new man bas already become so 
strong, that, whatever of good he may borro" from heathen
ism, before he suffers it to pass over into bis own soul and life, 
he first commits it to the purifying power of that Spirit wbich 
must pervade all native and acquired good, if it i. to be accepta
ble to God. In those schools, indeed, where, instead of the love 
of Christ, ambition and a mi:!erable vanity are continually callt.d 
into action as a stimulus to diligence and effort, it will indeed be 
difficult to do without the influence of the heathenish spirit on 
the minds of the youth. Indeed, it would be hard for teachers 
of this class to point out, wherein their method of unfolding and 
forming the human mind, differs from that of tbe Stoics and the 
gardens of AcademU!~. 

But if now Christianity is not allowed to pervade and sanctify 
the .aterdotal employment of education, (for so it deserves to 
be called,) it would seem in fact only to stand as an idle statue 
in the pathway of the Christian's life. We must, therefore, in 
serious earnest, repeat, that the spirit of classic antiquity may 
aid in forming what it will in the human mind,-only not the 
HEART. For this, there is but one former and teacher, and that 
is Christ and his Spirit. On this account, every teacher in a 
school of learnin~, who would discharge the duties of his office 
as a Christian, is under the sacred obligation of pointing his pu
pils again and again to the fact, that the Spirit, which no man 
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knows but he who bas received it, produces a new life in the 
souls of those who receive it. And if one has any where to con
sider, that he may buy gold too dear, it is in the study of classic 
antiquity. 

We subjoin the words of two of the more ancient teachers of 
the church, upon this subject. Au~ustin says, respecting the 
study of the ancients :i93 "The Egyptians had not only idols and 
heavy burdens, before which the Israelites fted with borror; but 
they had also precious implements of gold and silver, and gar
ments, which Israel appropriated to themselves for a better u,e. 
Just so all the learning Ind systems of the heathen have not only 
idols, and heavy and unprofitable burdens, which every Chris
tian must abhor; but also liberal arts and sciences wbich are 
useful for the service of truth."-And Socrates, the ecclesiasti
cal historian, says:" " Heathen learning is nowhere approved 
of, either by Christ or by his apostles, as if it came from God ; 
but still it is not totally rejected as pernicious. And this was not 
done without consideration; for many philosophers among the 
heathen were Dot far from the truth. * They have not indeed 
attained to the chief thing in doctrine, the knowledge of the 
mystery of Christ. Nevertheless the enemies of Christianity 
may be effectually subdued, ,vhen one wields their own weapons 
against th~m. Besides, Christ and the apostles tell us, that we 
should prove all things, to the intent that we may not be deceiv
ed. This will not be our lot, if we seize upon the weapons of 
the enemy, and yet do not accord with them,-if we avoid the bad, 
but hoM fast to what is good and trlle, and prove and use it 
all. THE GOOD PERTAINS ALWUS TO THE TRCTH, LET IT BE 

WHERE IT WILL."t 

293 AUjllllltini dt' dot'trina ChriMt. II. 20. Origen before bim had 
already made the Nme comparison. 

t94 S()('ratis Hil'lt. Ect'if'". 111. Itl. 
• It is to he n'mf'mhf'red that this hilltorian li\'ed as late Il8 the fifth 

('t'Dtury; aDd that lon~ ht-ft,ro thill Jlf'riod, tht> philosophy of tbe 
Greeks and Rom&ll8 had been ~atly improved hy the Ii,bt and in
fluence of Christianity. Ammonill~ SacclUI, a foundt'r of the New
Platonic school at Alellndria, (A. D. J93,) was e,'en born and educat
ed as a Cbristian, and incorporated much from Christianity into the 
nt'w medley of philOlOphy, which 800n became so prevalent. TJUl'fs. 

t Why the author should thus give us only such brief" hints 00 

the study of elusical literature," is Dot easy to conjecture. ADd 
VOL. II. No.1. 63 
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what he hu given, is rather in the shipe of ..,.".aJa, appuently 
put down with the design of filliOi out a more extended and better 
connected train of di5cullSion. We may weD regret that be did not 
take time and space to fill out this promising section in his usual 
manner. It is to be hoped he will yet eeiJe BOme oecuion for IUP

plying the deficiency. 
Should he do this, we shall doubtless find his hints on the moral 

influence of the study, greatly expanded and corroborated. This, 
in fact, is the most important point in the whole question. 

The first step in the discuuion of thil topic, i. to uccrtain what 
this moral influence adwaUy iI, both in ill nature and degree; and 
then to seek for the eaules of the good aDd of the Mil influence, 
and tOr the requisite modifications. And what but actual elperi
ence is to eettle the question, as to the nature of this influence, jUlt 
as in every other question of philosophy 1-And when elperience or 
testimony on this point, instead of being uniform, is found to be va
rious and e'en directly opposite, and that too under the same mode 
of teaching i where shall we look for the cause of this diJtrtntt 1 
Is it not to be found mainly in the different ttfllptranentl and habits 
of mental U80Ciation in diferent individuals 1 One has been excit
ed to eensuality; another, to unhallowed ambition; a third ill not 
COD80ious of any definite moral influence; aod a fourth, like the 
young Spartans while beholding the drunken slues, is Jed to feel
ings of mingled abhorrence and contempt, in view of the fuD drawn 
pictures of heathenish vices, which he finds in the ciwics. 

Examine, then, the temperaments of these different cJuaes of 
students, and if found in accordance respectively with theae differ
ent influences, what a lesltOn must it afford-not merely on the VlUIl 

importance of the best ",ock of ttatAing-but as to the iradividual$ 
",,\0 are to bt atkistd to pursut t/cmit littruturt at all; and to ",Aat 
n:tffll; mad at ."Aat,mod of ~ft. What may be safe and saluta
ry for one, may be moral death for another; and whac may be too 
perilous in boyhood, may be hazarded in riper years and better cir
cumstances. The judiciouli parent and the aagacious and christian 
preceptor will be awake tl) the responsibility thus de\'Olvin~ 011 

them, in the guidance of the young immortallt committed t41 thcil 
carc. Tault. 
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