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DEDICATION.

TO 111S EXCLLLENCY JOUN BROOKS, ESQUIRE.
Governor of Mussachusells.

I 15 with peeuliar felicity that your Excellency is
recognized as one among the few survivors of that
heroic band, who have been crowned with military
honors for glorious achievements at an era when our
vepublic was in its infanev, and in pentd for its ex-
istenee, This production. though aspiring not to
the dignified utle ot history, may revive i vour re-
collection seenes and events of the deepest interest,
tn which you nebly participated. and may afford to
the rising generation lessons of instruction and motives
for gratitude to their progemtors, when we shall be
at rest. Long may those public virtues and that
philanthropy, which arve so emmently your charac-
teristics, continue to cemeng the fove and gratitude
of the people, and may the benedictions of Heaven
be vour final vreward.  With sentiments of profound
veneration for the patriotic warrior and statesman,
this work s dedicated.

By your Excelleney’s obedient,
and very humble servant,

JAMES THACHER.

Diymouth, Junwary tst. 1823,



INTRONMUCTION.

IT is through your earnest solicitations, mv dear
friends, that I commit to public inspection the crude
fragments, recorded in my Military Journal, kent
during the American Revolutionary War.  The subor-
dinate station which I sustained did not permit access
to the great source from which all important cvents
derived their origin 3 nor was I made acquainted
with the views and motives of action. The transac-
tions and occurrences which 1 shall relate, though
of minor import and penned for temporary amuse-
ment, arc nevertheless of a nature too deeply iuter-
esting to be consigned to oblivion.  No circumstance
pertaming to our country’s emancipation. but should
be embalmed in the memory of our children and
transmitted to the latest posterity, as among the most
interesting transactions recorded in the annals of man.
When we contemplate the vastly extended conse-
quciices ol our revolution, it will be conceded that
cvery incident respecting its rise and progress, and
the renowned patriots and hcroes by whom it was
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achicved, is well worthy of perpctual rerembrance.
With there =~ 2esociated the primary principles of
the rights o » Which so successfully prevailed
at the period w1 o r country’s infancy. Those prin-
ciples, which are the great spring of action in the
bosom of the honcest patriot, spurn the power and
paralvze the hearts of tyrants.  'The contents of these
sheets refer more to details of military manceuvres
and the internal police of camps, than to projccts
and cvents which decide the fate of nations they
may however, afford amusement to the inquisitive
mintd. and to the rising generation, precepts not alto-
cether destitute of importance and usetul instruction.
They will disclose some intevesting particulars, not
eencrally known, and may serve to augment the stock
of information developing the fatal policy of the
British government, as displayed on the theatre of
licr Anterican colonies.  This productic.: may more-
over subserve the purpose of an cpitomy of the
history of thie vevolutionary contest, and abridge n
some measurc the labor ot the youthtul mind n the
study of thc more elaborate and technical histories
of that ever memorable epoch. With this view |
have prefixed a short sketch of interesting transac-
tions prior to the actual commencement of hostilities.
¢: History,” says a late elegant writer, ¢ presents no
struggle for liberty, which has in it more of the
moral sublime, than that of the American revolution.
It has been of latc vears too much forgotten in the
sharp contentione of party, and he who endeavors to
withdraw the public mind from these debasing con-
flicts, and to fix it on the grandeur of that epoch,
which, magnificent in itself, begins now to wear the
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solemn livery of antiquity, as it is viewed through
the dcepening twilight of almost half a century, cer-
tainly performs a meritorious scrvice, and can scarcely
need a nstification.”*

It may be deemed reproachiful to our country, that
nearly half a century has clapsed since the American
colonies werce emancipated from British thraldom, and
that we are yet unfurnished with proper biographical
memoirs of the renowned patriots and heroes whose
anparaileled efforts under Providence, achieved the
inestimable blessings of hiberty and freedom. No
characters assuredly, are more worthy to excite the
curiosity and gratitude of posterity than those who
contributed so largely to the establishment of our
invaluable civil and religious privileges under a re-
publican constitution. The immortal chieftain, in-
deed, and his illusirious compeer, General Gireene,
cin receive no additional memorials from anv labors
In my power to bestow. I might incur the imputa-
tion of arrogance were I to imagine myself competent
to the duty of portraying in a just light the char-
acters of those whose revered names are introduced
into the appendix of this work. 1 can only claim
the merit of having exerted my best efforts to pro-
curc documents and assistance. and to illustrate their
qualitics under the guidance of the legitimate prin-
ciples of impartiality and justice.  Should posterity
mquire why their ancestors, destitute of military
clucation or cxperience, abandoned their peaceful
abodes to encounter the perils of uncertain warfare.
let them be told it was not to exccute the mandates
of a tyrant in subjugating their fellow men, but i

* Silliman®s Tour from Hurttord o Quehee, 1820,
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was in defence of our most precious rights and privi-
leges ; it was a display of that genuine patriotism
and true glory which it is ever most honorable to
vencrate and cherish. While their own hearts glow
with patriotic fervor, let them reflect, that true glory
consists in the love of peace and the culture of be-
nevolence and good will to men. Let their souls
hold in detestation every species of warfare, save
that which may secure and defend the invaluable
heritage which their fathers have bequeathed them,
ard for which their memories should be embalmed
with the Incense of gratitude,

N. B. Should the reader conceive that in detailing the
ravages and aggressions of the British army, 1 have in-
dulged in language of asperity, inconsistent with that
urbanity and good fellowship which it is desirable should
be cultivated between the two nations at the present day,
it may be observed that this is but a feeble specimen of
the belligerant language employed by writers at that
period when the wrathful passions were reciprocally ex-
eited and continually aggravated.
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fled mn cvery direction.  Coloenel Donop, their com-
mander, was mortally wounded and taken, and more
than on¢ hundred were killed on the spot, and a
greater number wounded and prisoners.  The enemy
retrcated with great precipitation, leaving many of
their wounded on the road, and returned to Phila-
delphia witn the loss of ouc half their party. Colonel
Greene, and his brave troops, acquired great honor
for their gallant defence of the fort, which is a key
to other posts on the river.  Congress have rewarded
the Colonel, with an clegant sword. The British
army found it diflicult to procurc the neeessary sup-
plics in Philadelphia, and the continental gallevs and
strong chevaux de frize n the Delaware, rendered
a passage of their ships up to the city, aimost 1mipos-
sible.  Admiral Loed Howe, determined to attempt
the removal of these formidable obstructions, and he
ordcred six of his ships to engage i this service.
They were so unmercitully handled by our gallevs,
and from Lort Mifllin. at Mud Island, that two of
them, onc of sixty four guns. run aground and were
sct on fire by the crews who deserted them, and soon
after they blew up.

December.—TFort Mifitin, on Mud Island. has been
evacuated Ly the continental garrison. after having
been bravely defended against the prodigious foree of
the enemy’s shipping.  Our troops secured all their
stores, destroved the block houses, and demolished the
bank, to let in the water, by which the Island 1s entirely
inundated.  The fort at Red Bank is also abandoned.
and the continental flect has been burnt, to prevent
its falling into the hands of the cnemv.  The British
arc now in full possession of the city of Philadelphia.
and their fleet has obtained access to it by wav of
the Delaware river. The continental ariiv, sinee
the close of the campaign, has retived tor winter
quarters to a place called FTaelley Forge. about 20
miles from Philadelphia. Here they ave subjected
to the fatigue and labor of clearing the woods and
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constructing log huts for their accommodation during
the winter.

An occurrence of a very singular conplexion, has
lately been published in a Pennsylvania newspaper,
which occasions much indignant speculation. The
Reverend Jacob Duche, a popular Episcopal minister
in Philadelphia, was the first chaplain appointed by
Congress. He performed his oflicial duties to gen-
eral acceptance, frequently and fervently imploring
heaven to succeed the American cause.  Whether
from alarm at the success of the royalists, or from
any change in his sentiments respecting the justice
of our cause, is uncertain, but after having officiated
about three months, he gave in his resignation. He
left Philadelphia, and ¢ took shelter under the arm
of that power which from the sacred pulpit he had
exhorted his hearers to oppose.”” But it is uo less
extraordinary, that this apostate addressed a letter to
his Excellency General Washington, with whom he
was on terms of friendship, in which, to use the
author’s own words, ¢ lie has spoken freely of Con-
gress, and of the army.” He enjoins it on his Ex-
cellency to abandon the American cause, and resign
his command of the army; or at the head of it, to
force Congress immediately to desist from hostilities
and to rescind their declaration of Independence. 1If
this is not done, he says, ¢ You have an infallible
resource still left, negotiate for Jmerica wt the head
of your army.”” He represents the Congress in the
most despicable point of view, as consisting of weak,
obscure persons, not fit associates for his LExcellency,
and the very dregs of the first Congress. The New
Eogland delegates he treats with the greatest indeli-
cacv. The oflicers and men which compose our
ariny, he describes as destitute of principle and
courage 3 undisciplined, taken from the lowest of the
people, unfit for a seat at his Lxcellency’s table, &e.
&e.  Thus has this vile calumniator disgraced his
profession. and involved his own character in that
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ignominy which he designed for his superiors. His
Excellency in noticing this transaction in a letter of
October the 16th, observes, ¢¢'1o Mr. Duche’s ridi-
culous, Hhberal performance, I made a very short
reply, by desiring the bearer Mrs. Ferguson, if she
should hereafter, by any accident meet with Mr.
Duche, to tell him 1 should have returned his letter
unopened if 1 bad had any idea of its contents,*

20th.—"The wonnded soldiers committed to my
are 1 October last, have all recovered, and as a
compliment for my assiduity, and attention to my
patients, 1 have received from Dr. Potts, our Surp-
geon General, a generons and handsome present.
The duties of our hospital betng now greatly dimin-
ished. T have obtamned a furlough for forty days, and
shall to-morrow commence my journcy to visit my
friends in New lagland.

February 4th, 1775, —Having performed a jou:-
ncy on horseback to Boston “and Barnstable, in

*The following i« the form of prayer made use of by the Reverend
Mr. Dnche in the Congress atter Todependence wuas deelared.

O Lord ! our heavenly Father, bigh and ndghty, King of kings, und
Lord of lords, who dost fromu thy throue behold all the dwellers on
carth, and reignest with power supreme and uncontroled over all
kingdoms, empires and wovernments,  Look down in inerey, we
bueceeh theey un these vur Awencan States, who have fied to thee
feora the rod of the oppressor, and thrown themselves an thy gracious
proteetion, desiring to be heneerorth dependent only on thee: to thee
have they appealed for the nighteonsniess of their caure 3 to thee do
they now ook up tor that connte nanee and sppporty which thou alone
canst give 5 take themy therefore, heavenly Father, under thy nurturing
care 3 give them wicdom in councily und valor in the field 5 deteat the
niahicious designs of our eruel adversarnes; convinee them of the un-
rightenustess of their coveeg and i they «tll peractn ther '-nm:nnmry
purposes; O let the yoice of thine own unerring justice, sonnding in
their hearls, constrain them to drop the weapons of war Irom their
unnerved hands in the day of battle, Be thou presenty, O God of
wisdom, and direct the counals of this honoerable assembly ;3 enable
them to settle thingzs on the best and surest foundation, that the scene
of blood may be ulnuhh closed, that order, harmony atd peiace may
be elfectually restored, und truth and juetice, redigton and picty, pre-
vail und tlourtsh ame. hust tlu:, prople 3 preserve the health of their bodies
and the vizor of their whindsy shower down on them, and the mitlivns
they bkere represent, such temporal blessines, as thou seest expedient
for them in this world, and crown thems with everlasting ¢lory in the
world to come.  All this we ask in the name, and through the merits
of Jesus Chirist thy Son and our Saviour,  Awen.

19



MILITARY JOURNAL, 1778, 151

Ilead Quarters, Camp,
Valley Forge, May 5th, 1778.}

1t having pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Uni-
verse propitiously to defend the cause of the United
Amcrican States, and finally, by raising us up a pow-
erful friend among the Princes of the Earth, to estab-
lish our hiberty and mdcependence on a lasting foun-
dation 3 1t becomes us to set apart a day for gratefully
acknowledging the Divine goodness, and celcbrating
the mmportant event which we owe to His benign
interposition.

The scveral brigades are to be assembled for this
purpose at mne o’clock to-morrow morning, when
their Chaplains will communicate the intelligence
contained i the Posteript to the Pennsvlvama Ga-
zette of the sccond instant, and offer up a Thanks-
giving, and deliver a discourse suitable to the occa-
slon.

At half past ten o'clock a cannon will be fired,
which is to be a signal for the men to be under arms.
The Brigade Inspectors will then inspect their dress
and arms. form the battalions according to the instruc-
tions given them, and announce to the cammanding
officers of brigades that the battalions are formed.
The Brigadiers and Commandants will then appoint
the field oflicers to command the battalions: after
which, each battalion will be ordered to lead and
ground their arms.—At halt past cleven, another
cannon will be fired as a signal for the march: on
which the several brigades will begin their march by
wheeling to the right by platoons, and proceced by
the nearest way to the left of their ground, in the
new position that will be pointed out by the Brigade
Inspectors.—A third signal will be given. on which
there will be a discharge of thirteen cannon: when
the thirteenth has fired. a running fire of the infantry
will begin on the right of Waoodford’s, and continue
throughout the whole front linc: it will then be
taken up on the left of the second tine, and continne



188 MILITARY JOURNAL, 1779.

passed through Quibbletown, and {2 village of
Middle brook. In ihis vicinity we are crecting log
huts for our winter ¢ uarters.

I called at a house with Colonel Gibson and other
officers to view.a phenomenon in the human form—
a child that has grown to an enormous size at the
age of seven vears ;s he measures three feet six inches
round his breast, and three feet nine inches round
his belly, his limbs and joints are proportivnably
large. and he weighs one hundred and thirty pounds.
I was informed by the boy’s mother that she dis-
covered in him an extraordinary growth when two
years old, since which he has increased very rapid-
ly. He enjoys good health, and is not deficient in
capacity.

30th.—Qur officers have not permitted the Christ-
mas days to pass unnoticed, not a day without re-
ceiving invitations to dine, nor a night without
amusemeat and dancing. 1 dine to day with Gen-
eral Muhlenburg. Our soldiers are constantly em-
ployed ‘a cutting down trees and building log huts
for our winter’s accrmmodation, and we are obliged
to live in our uncomfortable tents till thev can be
complet-d. This is appropriated as a day of Thanks-
giving thronghout the state.  Our brigade was pa-
raded in the field to attend aivine service.  Dr. Bel-
main. our chaplain, delivered a judicious sermon,
well adapted to the occasion, adverting to the great
cause in which we are engaged and enjoining a geate-
ful reverence to the Almighty Ruler of the universe,
and a faithful discharge of the duties incumbent on
us in cur several stations,

Junuary 18t 1779.—Colorel Gibson made an en-
tertainment and imvited olt the oflicers of his regi-
ment to dinc at his ¢uarters i the country a short
distance from camp. The table was amply furnished
and the guests did not separate till evening, when
we wore requested to resort to General Muhlen-
tirg s quarters. Here we were introduced to a



MILIT.\RY JOURNAL, 178l. 349

at liberty, a circumstance which I believe has never
before occurred in our army. He closed by order-
ing that divine scrvice shall be performed in the
several brigades tonorrow, and recommends that the
troops .itend with a serious deportment, and with
that scnsibility of heart which the recollection of the
surprizing aud particular interpesition of Providence
in our favor claims.

22d.—~Ycsterday being Sunday, our brigade of
infantry, and the York brigade were drawn up in
the ficld to atiend divine service performed by Mr.
Evans. After offering to the Lord of hosts, the God
of battles, our grateful homage for the preservation of
our lives through the dangers of the siege, and for
the important event with which Divine Providence
has seen fit to crown our cfforts, he pre:ched an ex-
ccllent and appropriate sermon. Generals Lincoln
and Chnton were present.  In the design and execu-
tion of this successful expedition, our Commander in
Chief fairly owt generaled Sir Henry Clinton, and
the whole movement was marked by consummate mili-
tary address, which reduced the roval general to a
mortifying dilemma that no skill ur enterprize could
retrieve. A siege of thirteen days, prosecuted with
unexampled rapidity, has terminated in the capture
of one of the greatest generals of which the English
can boast, and a veteran and victorious armyv which
has for scveral months past spread terror and desola-
tion throughout the southern states.  The joy on this
momentous occasion is universally diffused, and the
hope entertained that it will arrest the career of a
cruel warfare, and advance the establishment of Ame-
rican Independence. In the progress of the roval
army through the state of Virginmia the preceding
summer, they practised the most abominable cnor-
mities, plundering negroes and horses from almost
every plantation, and reducwng the country to ruin.
Among the prodigious assemblage of spectators at
the time of surrender. werc a number of planters
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scarching for the property which bad been thys
purloined from their estates. The famous Colonel
Tarlcton, mounted on a horse remarkable for elegance
and noble appearance, while riding in company with
several French officers with whom he was to dine,
was met by a gentleman, who instantly vecognized
the antmal as his own property.  Tarleton was stop-
ped, and the horse peremptorily dewanded 5 obsery-
ing a little hesitation, the Britsh General O'Huara,
who was present, said, * you had hetter give him his
horse, Tarleton,” on which the coloncel dismounted
and dclivered the horse to the original proprictor ;
after which, being remounted on a verv miscrable
animal, he rejoined his company, and the French
oflicers were greatly surprized that he should be so
humbly mounted. The British prisoners were all
sent off yesterday, conducted by a party of militia
on their way to the interior of Virginia and Mary-
land. I have this day visited the town of Yoik. to
witness the destructive effects of the siege. It con-
tains about sixty houses, some of them are clegant,
many of them are greatly damaged aud some totally
ruined, beng shot through in a thousand places and
honey combed ready to crumble to pieces.  Rich fur-
niture and books were scattered over the grouud.
and the carcases of men and horses half covered
with carth, exhibited a scene of ruin and horror be-
yond deseription. The carth i many places is
thrown up into mounds by the force of our shells,
and 1t 1s diflicult to point te a spot where a man
could have resorted for safety.

‘The loss on the part of the French during the
siege, was fifty killed and oue hundred and twenty
seven wounded,  Awmcerteans twenty seven killed
and seventy three wounded. officers wmeluded.  Corn-
walliy’ account of his loss during the siege is one
hundred and fifty six, three hundred and twenty sis
wounded, and seventy missing, probably deserted.
total five hundred and fifty two. "The whole num-
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quarter to our people at Cherry Valley, in Novem-
ber, 1778.

When Congress reccived General Washington’s
letter, announcing the surrender of the British arme,
they resolved, that they would at two o'clock. g 10
procession to the Dutch Lutheran Church, and retuen
thanks to Almighty God, for crowning the allied
arms with success, by the surrender of the whole
British army, under the command of {srl Cornwallis.
‘T'hey also 1ssued a prociamation  for rchgiously
observing throughont the United States the 13th of
December, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer.
They resolved, that thavks should be given to Gen-
eral Washington, Count Rochambeau, Count de Grasse
and the oflicers of the different corps, and the men
under their command, for their services in the reduc-
tion of Lord Cornwallis. Also. resolved, to erect in
Yorktewn a marble column adorned with emblems
of the alliance between the United States and his
Most Christian Majesty. and inseribed with a sue-
cinct narrative of the surrender of the British armyv.
Two stands of colors, taken trom the roval troops
under the capitulation, were presented to General
Washington in the name of the United States in
Congress assembled 3 and two pieces of ficld ord-
nance so taken, were by a reselve of CCongress to he
presented by General Washington to (ount Rocham-
beau, with a short memorandum cngraved thercon,
that ¢ Congress were induced to present them frony
considerations of the illustrious part which he bore
in effecting the surrender.”

The Conzress of the United Statis the vessemhly
und councid of the state of Pennsylronia, and «
number of principal gentlerwen of variovs ordeps.
having heen invited by the ministor of Frauee (o be
present at the praises offerved to [eavea rn e
Catholic Chureh, on occasion of the lute aiorions
swercess of the allied urins. the c1bbe Bawdoles  Hino-
ner to the Embassy of His Most Christian Majesty,
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ascended the pulpit, and addressed this auzust
assembly in the following discourse 3 after whicl
a 1¢ Deum was sung.

‘The occasion (was in this hemisphere singular
and aflecting 3 and the discourse itself is so elegant
and anmimated in the Freuch, so warm with those sen-
timents of piety and gratitude to our Divine Benefac-
tor, in which good men of all countries accord, and
s0 evidently dictated by the spirit of that new friend-
ship and alliance from which such important advau-
tages have been derived to the rights of America. as
must give pleasure to every seriousand candid friend
to our glorious cause.

¢ GENXTLEMEN,~— A numerous people assembled to
render thanks to the Almighty for his mereies, is onc
of the most affecting objects. and worthy the attention
of the Supreme Being. While camps resound with
triumphal acelamations, while nations rejoice in vic-
tory and glory, the most honorable oflice a minister of
the altar can fill, 1s to be the organ by which public
gratitude is conveyed to the Omnipotent.

“* 'I'hose miracles which he once wrought for his
chosen people, are renewed in our favor; and it
would be equally ungrateful and impious not to ac-
Knowledge, that the event which lately confounded
our cnemics, and frustrated their designs, was the
wonderful work of that Gon who gnards your liber-
tics.

¢“ And who but he could so combine the circum.
stances which led to success? We have seen our
cnemies push forward amid perils almost innumera-
ble, amid obstacles almost insurmountable, to the spot
which was designed to witness their disgrace; vet
they eagerly sought it, as their theatre of triumph'!
Blind as they were, they bore hunger, thirst, and
inclement skies, poured their blood in battle against
brave republicans, and crossed immense regions to

confine themselves in another Jericho, whose walls
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were fated to fill before another Joshua. It is he,
whose voice commands the winds, the seas, and the
scasons, who formed a junction on the same day
the same hour, between a formidable fleet from the
south, and an army rushing from the north. hike an
impetuous torrent.  Who but he, in whese hands are
the hearts of wmen, could inspive the allied troops
with the friendship, the confidence, the tenderuess of
brothers ? How is it that two nations. ence divided,
jeilous, mimical, and nursed in reciprocal prejudices,
are now become so closcly uuited, as to form but one?
Worldlings would say, it is the wisdom. the virtue,
and modcration of their chists, it is a great national
interest which has performed this predigy.  They
will say, that to the skill of the generals. to the cou-
rage of the troops, to the activity of the whole army,
we must attribute this splendid success. Al! they
are ignorant, that the combining of so many fortunate
circuinstances, is an cmanation from the all-perfect
mind 3 that courage, that skill, that activity bear the
sacred impression of him who is divine.

“For how many favors have we not to thank
him during the course of the present vear? Your
union, which was at first supported by justice alone.
has been consolidated by vour courage, and the knot
which ties you together, is become indissoluble, by
the accession of all the states, and the unanimous
voice of all the confederates. You present to the
universe the noble sight of a society, which founded
in equality and justice, secure to the individuals
who compose it. the utmost happiness which can be
derived from human institutions. ‘This advantage,
which so manv othier nations have been unable to
procure, even after ages of cfforts and misery, is
granted by Divine Providence to the United States :
and s adorable decrees have marked the present
moment for the completion of that memorable happy
revolution, which has taken place in this extensive
continent,  While your councils were thus acquiring



J08 MILITARY JOURNAL, 1731,

new cnergy, rapid and multiplied successes have
crowned vour arms in the southern states.

“ We have scen the unfortunate citizens of these
states forced from their peaceful abodes : after a
long and cruel captivity, old men, women and chil-
dren thrown, without merev. into a foreign coun-
try. Master of their lands and their slaves, amid hix
temporary aflluence, a superb victor rejoiced in theiy
distresses. But DPhiladelphia has witnessed theuw
patience and fe~itudes; they have found here another
home, and though driven from their native svil, they
have blessed God, that he has delivered them from
the presence of their enemy, and conducted them
to a country where every just and feeling mau
has stretched out the helping hana of benevolence.
Heaven rewards their virtues. These large states
are at once wrested from the foe. T'he rapacious
soldier has been compelled to take refuge behind his
ramparts, and oppression has vanished like those
phantoms which are dissipated by the morning ray.

““ On this solemn occasion, we might renew our
thanks to the God of battles, for the success he has
granted to the avms of your allies and vour friends
by land and by sea, through the other parts of the
globe. But let us not vecall those events, which too
clearly prove how much the hearts of our enemics
have been hardened. Let us prostrate ourselves at
the altar and smplore the God of merey to suspend
his vengeance, to spare them in his wrath, to inspire
them with sentiments of justice and moderation, to
terminate their obstinacy and error, and to ordain
that your victories be followed by peace and tran-
quillity. Let us beseech him to continue to shed on
the councils of the king. vour ally, that spirit of wis-
dom. of justice, and of courage, which has ren-
dered his reign so glorious,—L.et us entreat him to
maintain 1 each of the states, that intelligence by
which the United States are inspired.  Let us return
bhim thanks that a factuon. whose rebellion he has
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corrceted. now deprived of support, is annihilated.
Let ns offer haim pure hearts, unsoiled by private
hatred or public dissention 3 and let us, with one
will and one voice, pour forth to the Lord that hymn
of praises by which Christians celebrate their grau-
iude and his glory.”’

Junrary, 1782, —The huts which we now occupy
were erected the last winter by some of the Massachu-
setts troops, a short distance from the banks of the
Hudson, and called New Boston. they afiord us a very
convenient and comfortable accommodation.  Oprders
having been recerved for all the troops that have not
cone through the small pox to be inoculated, T com-
menced this business a few weeks smcee, and inocn-
lated about two hundred, including women and chil-
dren.  ‘Pheir accommodations were not such as their
circumstances reguired @ we were unprovided with
proper articles of diete and a considerable number
were seized with putrid fever, which proved fatal in
several instances.

Mareh 10— X sincular incident oecurred 1 the
sixth regiment te dav.  Pwo soldiers were cating
soup together, and one forbid the other cating any
more ¢ as he did not desists hits compade gave him a
blow with s fist oa the side of his heads on which
he fell to the ground and instantly expired.  On close
examinations 1 could discover no braise or injury
which could cnable wme to account satisfactorily for
his death.

An unhappy controversy has subsisted for some
time between Captain . and Licutenant S, bhoth
of the first Massachusetts regiment. Captain H. was
estcemed a man of modest mertt and unexceptionable
character. he has long commanded a company and
proved himself brave in the field. and a good dis-
ciplinarian,  Liceutenant 5. though a good active
officer, 1s assuming. hgh spirited and values him-
self on what he deems the principles of honor
and the gentleman.  Having imhibed o strong pre-

47
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duc, and that as soon as their acceptance shall be
signified, the supcrmtuult.nt of finance be, and he is
hercby, dirccted to take measures for the scttlcmcnl
of their accounts accordingly, and to issue to them
certificates bearing Interest at six per cent.

¢ "I"hat all oflicers entitled to half pay for life, not
included i the preceding resolution, may also collec-
tively agree to aceept, or refuse the aforesaid com-
mutation, sigmtying the same within si months from
this time,”

April 18th.—The Commander in Chief thus ad-
dressed the army on the cessation of hostilitics :

¢ "I'he Commander in Chief orders the ecssation of
hostilities, between the United States of America and
the King of Great Britain, to be publicly proclaimed
tomorrow at twelve o’clock, at the New Building :
and that the proclamation which will be communi-
cated herewithy be read tomorrow cevening, at the
head of every regiment and corps of the armv: after
which, the chapl. s, with the several brigades, will
render thanks to Almighty God for all his mercices,
particularly for his overenling tiie wrath of man to
his own glorv. and causing the rage of war to cease
among the nations.™

Though the proclamation before alluded to. ex-
tends only to the prohibition of hostihities, and not to
the*annunciation of a general peace. vet it must afford
the most rational and sincere satistaction to every
benevolent mind, as it puts a period to a long and
doubtful contest—stops the effusion of human blood
—opens the prospeet to a more splendid scene—and.
hke another morning star, promises the approach of
a brighter day than has lntherto iHuminated this
western hemisphere ! On such a happy dav—a day
which 1s the harbinger of peace—a day which com-
pletes the cighth year of the ware it would be in-
gratitnde not to rejoice @it would be mmsensibility not
1o participate in the general felieity,
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the most advantageous point of light. On taking all
the circumstances into  consideration, 1 cannot sufli-
ciently express my surprize and indignation, at the
arrogance, the folly, and the wickedness of the mu-
tineers; nor can I sufliciently admire the fidehty,
the bravery and patriotism, which must forever sig-
nalize the unsullied character of the other corps of
our army. For when we consider that these Penn-
sylvama levies, who have now mutinied, are recruits,
andl soldicrs of a day, who have not borne the licat
and burden ol the war, and who can have m reality
very few hardships to complain of 3 and when we at
the same time  recolleet that those soldiers, who
have lately been furloughed from this army, arc the
veterans, who have patiently endured hunger, naked-
ness, and cold ¢ who have suffered and bled without
a murmur, and who. with perfeet good order. have
retired to thar homes, without a scttlement of thone
accounts, or a farthung of moncy i their pockets
we shall be as much astonished at the virtues of the
Jatter, as we are struck with horror and detestation
at the proceedmgs of the former s and every candid
mind, without indulging 11l grounded prcmdwus.
will undoubtedly make the proper discrimination.

On the second of November, 1783, General Wash-
igeton issued his farewell orders to the armies of the
United States.  Having taken notice of the proclama-
tion of ('ongress. of October 18th, he said, *= It only
remains for the Commander in Chief to address Inm
self once more. and that for the last times to the
armics of the United States, however widely  dis-
persed the individuals who composed them may be,
and to bid them an afleetionate. a long farewell.  Bu
betore the Commander in Chief tukes lus final leave
of those he holds most dear, he wishes to indulge
himsell & few moments i calling to nmind a shght rve-
view of the past.  He will then take the liberty of
exploring with his mlitary friends theiwr future pros-
pects,—of advising the general hine of conduet, which
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in his opinion, ought to be pursued, and he will con-
clude the address by expressing the obligations he
teels himself under for the spirited and able assistance
he has experienced from them, in the performance
of an arduous oflice.
¢ A contemplation of the complete attainment, af
a period carlier than could have been expeeted, of
the object for which we contended, against so formi-
dable a power, cannot but inspire us with as-
tonishment and gratitude.  The disadvantageous cir-
cumstances on our part, under which the war was
undertaken, can never be forgotten. "The signal in-
terpositions of Providence. in our feeble condition,
were such as could scarcely escape the attention of
the most unobscrving while the: unparalleled per-
severance of the armices of the United States. through
almost every possible suffering and discouragement,
for the space of cight fong years, was little short of a
standing miracle.” His closing words are, ¢ and being
now to conclude these his last public orders, to take
his ultimate leave in a short time, of the military char-
acter and to bid adien to the armies he has so long
had the honor to command, he can only again ofler in
their behaii’ s recommendations to their grateful
country, and his prayers to the God of armics.  May
ample imticc be done them here and may the choicest
of Heaven's favors both here and hereafter attend
those. whoo under the divine auspices have secured
innumerable blessings for others! With these wishes.
and this benediction, the Commander in Chiet is about
to retire from service. The curtain of separation
will soon be drawn, and the military scene to him
will be closed forever.” The definitive treaty of
peace was signed on the 23d of September, and Con-
gress, having ratified it, they issued a proclamation
to disband their army. The proclamation purports,
*¢ that part of the army which stood engaged to sevve
during the war, and by several acts of Congress had
been furloughed, should be absolutely discharged
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after the 3d of November from said serviee, and that
the further service in the ficld of the officers derang-
cdy and on furlongh, arc now dispensed with, and
they have permission to retire from service, no more
to be called to command, &e.™  In their proclama-
tion Congress give thenr thanks to the army for thenr
excrtions in the cause of America, and the common
rights of mankind.  The mode of dishanding the
army was well caleulated to prevent any disorders,
which might have been the consequence of dismissing
a large number of men in a bodv.  The advice of
thewr beloved Commander in Chief, and the resolves
of Cougress to pay and compensate them in such
manner as the ability of the United States would
pm'mit, opvmtul to ku('p them quict and pres et
tumult.  Painful indeed was the parting seene. no
deseription can be adequate to the teagie exhibition.
Both ofticers and soldiers. long unaccustomed to the
affaies of pravate hifes turned loose on the world to
starve and to become a prey to valture speculaiors,
Never can that melancholv dav be torgotten when
friends, companions for seven long vears in jov, and in
sorrow, were torn asunders without the hope o cver
mecting again, and with prospects of & miserable sub-
sistenee in future.  Among other incidents peculiariy
affecting on this occaston, were the lamentations of
“women and children, earnestly entreeating that those
with whom they had been connected in the character
of husband and father. would not withdraw trom them
the hand of Kindness and protection and Jeave then
in despair: but in several instanees the reply was,
no. o> we took vou as compranions during the war,
and now we are destitute of the means of support,
and you must provide tor vourselves.™
November 25th.-=The British armv evacuated New
York, and the American troops under General Koy,
took possession of the citv. Soon atter. General Wash-
mgton and Governor Clintons with their suites made
their public entry into the city on horseback, follow cd
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by the lieutenant governor and the members of coun-
c¢il, for the tcmporary government of the southern
dwtrl(,l, four abreast. General Knox and the oflicere
of the army, eight abreast; citizens on horseback,
cight abreast—the speaker of the assembly and citi-
zens on foot, eight abreast. The governor gave a
public dinner, at which the Commander in Chiely and
other general oflicers were present. The arrange-
ments for the whole business were so well made and
exccuted, that the most admirable tranquillity suc-
cecded through the day and night. On Monday
the governor gave an elegant entertainment to the
Frenchambassador, the Chevalier de la Luzernes Gens
eral Washington, the principal ofticers of New York
state, and of the army, and upwards of a hundred
gentlemen were present.  Magnificent fireworks,
infinitely exceeding cvery thing of the kind before
seen In the Umted States, were exhibited at the
Bowling Green in Bmmlwm, on the cvening of
Tuesday, 1 celebration of the definitive treaty of
peace. They commenced by a dove descending with
the olive branch, and setting fire to a marron battery.
On Tuesday noon, December 4th, the principal oflicers
of the army assembled at Francis’ tavern, to tike a
final leave of their much loved Commander in Chief.
Soon after his Exccllency entered the room. His
emotions were too strong to be concealed.  Filling a
glass, he turned to them and said, * With a hcart
full of love and gratitude, 1 now take leave of you.
I most devoutly wish that your latter days may be
as prosperous and happy as vour former ones have

been glorious and honorable.”  Having drank, he
added, [ cannot come to cach of you to ldl\l‘ my
leave. but shall be obliged to vou, 11 cach of’ vou will
come and take me by the hand.”  General Knox
being nearesty turned to him.  Incapable of utter-
ance, Washington, in fears, grasped his hand, em-
braced and Kissed him. In the same affectionate
manner he toux leave of each succeeding officer. In
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cvery cve was the tear of dignified sensibility 3 and
not a word was articulated to interrupt the eloquent
silence, and tenderness of the scene. Leaving the
ronm, he passed throngh the corps of light infantry,
and walked to White Hall, where a barge waited to
convey him to Paulus’ Hook. ‘T'he whole company
followed in mute and solemn procession, with deject-
ed countenauces, testifving feelings of delicious me-
lancholy which no lauguage can describe. Having
entered the barge he wirned to the company, and
waving his hat, bid them a silent adicu.  They paid
him the same aflectionate compliment, and after the
barge had left them. returned m the same solemn
manner to the place where they bhad assembled. The
passions of human nature were never more tenderly
agitated than in this interesting and distressful scene.’™

General Washington now repaired to Annapolis,
where Congress were in session, to whom he resigned
his commission, which eight years before, hic had re-
ceived from this honorable body. On the 23d of
December, the day appointed for the very interesting
transaction, a vast concourse of spectators attended.
The gallery was filled with a group of ladies, and some
graced the floor of Congress.  The governor, coun-
cil and legislature of Mavyland, several general ofli-
cers, the consul general of IFrance, and numerous
citizens of Annapolis were present.  Congress were
seated and covered, as representatives of the sove-
reignty of the union s the spectators were uncovered
and standing.  The general was introduced to a
chair by the secretary, who, after a decent interval
ordered silence. A short pause ensued, when the
honorable Thomas Mifllin, the president, informed
the general that ¢ the United States in Congress
assembled were prepared to receive his communica-
tions.””  On which he rose with dignity and deliver-
ed this address.

« M. Presivent.—The great events on which
my resignation depended. having at length taken
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place, I now have the honor of offering my sincere
congratulations to Congress, and of presenting myself
before them, to surrender into their hands, the trust
committed to me, and to claim the indulgence of re-
tiring from the service of my country.

¢ Happy in the confirmation of' our independence
and sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity
afforded the United States, of becoming a respectable
nation, I resign with satisfaction the appointment }
accepted with diflidence 5 a diflidence in my abilitics,
to accomplish so arduous a task, which, however,
was superseded, by a confidence in the rectitude of
our cause, the support of the supreme power of the
union, and the patronage of Heaven.

“'The successiul termination of the war has veri-
fied the most sanguine expectations,~—my gratitude
for the interpositions of Providence, and the assis-
tance 1 have received from my countrymen, increase
with every review of the momentous contest.

 While I respect my obligations to the army in
general, [ should do injustice to my own feelings, not
to acknowledge in this place, the peculiar services
and distinguished merits of the persons, who have
been attached to my person during the war. It was
impossible the choice of confidential oflicers, to com-
posc my family, should have been more fortunate.
Permit mc, Sir, to recommend in particular, those
who have continued in the service to the present mo-
ment, as worthy of the favorable notice and patronage
of Congress.

1 consider it as an indispensable duty to close
this last solemn act of my oflicial life, by commend-
ing the interests of our dearcst conuntry, to the pro-
tection of Almighty God, and those who have the
superintendence of them to his holy keeping,

“ Having now finished the work assighcd me, 1
retire from the great theatre of action§ and, bidding
an affectionate farewell to this august body, under
whose orders I have long acted. 1 here offer my com-
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mission, and take my leave of all the employments of
publlc life.”’

This address being endeds General Washimeton
advanced and delivered his comnussion imto e
hands of the President of Congress, who rephed as
follows.

¢“The Umted States in Congress assembled, re-
ceive with cmotions too affecting for utterance, the
solenin resignation of the authorities under w hich
you have led their troops with success, through a
perilous and doubtful war.

¢ Called on by vour country to defend its invaded
rights, you ac Ccptul the sacred charge before 1t had
formed alhances, and whilst it was without friends
or a government to support yout,

“Yon have conducted the great military contest
with wisdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the
rights of the civil powers through all disasters and
changes.  You have by the love and confidence of
your {ellow eitizens. enabled them to display them
martial gening, and transmit ther fame to posterity
vou have persevered ull these United States, anded
by & magnanimous Kking and  nation. have been
enabled under a yust Providences to close the war in
safetye freedom. and independeney s on which happy
cvents we simeerely join yeit in congratalations.

o Having defended the standard of hiberty in this
new world 3 having taught a lesson useful to those
who inflict. and tu those who feel oppressions vou
retive from the ereat theatre of action. with the bles-
sigs of vour fellow citizens ¢ but the glory of vour -
virtues will not terminate with vour military com-
mand. it will continuc to animate remotest ages.  We
feel with von. our obligations to the army n general,
and will particulavly  charge ourselves, with  the
interest of those confidential oificers, who have at-
tended your person to this aficcting moment.

“ We jom you in commending the wnterests of our
dearesit country to the protection of Nlmighty God,

0
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beseeching him to dispose the hearts and minds of
its eitizens to improve the opportunity afforded them
of becoming a happy and respectable nation 5 and
tor you we address to Him our carnest prayers, that
a lifc so beloved, may be fostered with all his care s
that your days may be happy, as they have heen
illustrious, and that he will finally s;wc you that pe-
ward, which this world cannot give.”

It 1s impossible to conceive that greater honor can bie
conterred on any man, than to reeeive the united ac-
knowlcdgments of three millions of people. assembled
by their representatives. declaring to all the world,
that he has been the temporal savior of his conntry !
tiis mind was powerful and enlightened. his devotion
to his countrv fervent. his sacrvifices ercat and im-
portant. and his trinmphs nobie and splendid 3 and
his memory will be blessed and immortal !

It has been estimated, that the loss of lives in the
various armies of the Umted States, duiiag the war,
s not less than seventy thousand.  The numbers
who died on board of the horrid prison ships of the
cenemy, cannot be calenlated. It 1s however confi-
dently asserted. that no less than eleven thousand
of onr brave soldiers. died on board the one. called
the Jersey prrison shipy, only! This dreadful mor-
tality is universally attributed, to the eruel treatment.
which thev peceived while crowded together i
close confinement.

The loss to Great Britain, s two large armics

captured by the United States, exclusively of many
thousands, killed and taken in various actions, dm'mg‘
the wapr: thirteen colonies dismembered from her
and an increase of her national debt in seven vears,
one hundred and twenty millions.

The United States have gained that indepens
denece and hiberty for wiieh they contended, and find
their debt 1o be less than forty five millions of dollars,
which s short of ten mllions of pounds sterling!
‘This loug, protracted warfare, waged in behalf of
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Amecrican freedom, is now triumphantly terminated,
and a sanctuary sacred to civil and religions liberty
will be opened in this western hemisphere.

rirael of a Circular Letlter from his Exeellency
aeorge WWashington, Commander i Chief of the
armies of the United Stutes of linerica, to thr
Guorvernors of the seeveral States.

Hian Quantens, Newhurgh, June 13, 1783,

¢ For my own part, conscious of having acted,
while a servant of the pablics i the manner 1 con-
ceived best suited to 1+ mote the real interests of my
country 3 having in conseqquence of my fixed belief.
in some measure pledged myselt o the army, tha
their country would finally do them complete and
ample justice, and not willing to conecal any instance
of my ollicial conduet from the cves of the world, |
have thought proper to transmit to vour Excellency
the enclosed colleetion of papers. relative to the half
pay and commutation granted by Congress to the
oflicers of the vrmy,

e« From thewe communteations, my dectded  senti-
ment will be eleaciv comprehended, together with
the conclusive veasons winch induced me at an carly
period, to recommend the adoption of this measure
in the most carnest and serous mauner. s the pro-
ceedings of Congress, the army. and myself are open to
alle and contain, m my opinion, suflicient information
to remove the prejudice and errovs which may have
been entertamed by anve T think 1t unneeessary to
say any thing more. than just to obscerve, that the
resolutions of Congress. now alluded tos are as un-
doubtedly and absolutely hinding on the United
States, as the most solemn acts ot confederation ov
legislation.

oo Ax to the adeas wineh T am informed has in some
instances prevaled. that the hall pay and commuta-
tion are to be regarded merely in the odious hght of
pension. it ought to be exploded forever: That pro



