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In SrvatTe, Fer. 24th, 1800.

¢ RDERED, That Jona. Mason, Efq. with fuch as the
7 Hon. Houfe may join, be @ Commuittee to wait on the
Rev. Do&. Tuacuer, and prefent him the thanks of the
Legiflature for the Difcourfe he delivered on the 22d inftant,
before His Honor the Lienrenant Governor, the Hon. Coun-
eil, and the two branches of the General Court, and requefl*
3 copy for the Prefs. |

LEDWARD M LEAN, Clerk of Senate.




II. CHROUNICT, ES, XXXV, 28,

AND THEY SP4AKE oF fosrim 1N THEIR LAMENTATIONS TO THIS
DAYy AND MADE THEM AN QRDINANCE IN ISRAEL.

V'V E cannot wonder that the
people of Ifrael were thus deeply affetted by the
death of a good prince who was their warm
friend and their great benefattor. Josiam was the
common centre around which every good citizen of
Judah revolved; and on him they relied, under
Gop, to defend their country if mvaded from a-
broad, and to crufh, with the weight of his name

and virtues, taction and rebellion at home.
How melancholy 1s the refieétion that in the uni-

- verfal dominion of death over the human race, me:
of the molt {fublime virtues and mofit illullricus tal-
ents, are not only fubjetted to it, but frequentiy be-

come the more early victims of his power ; while
iome others who cumber the ground, and infelt {o-
ciety, {till live to difturb and diftrefs all around them !

We cannot comprehend the defigns of Providence!

It becomes us only to fubmit and to adore, to bow
before
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before the throne of the higheft, encircled as it may
be with the thickeft clouds, and to kncw that ¢“the

Judge of all the earth will do right.”
Aras! that the empire of death 1s {fo univerfal 3

that the wife and the prudent, the brave and the
virtuous, muft fubmit to its power, as well as ““the
fool and the Drutith perfon.”” It is indeed “ap-
pointed unto all men once to die, and there 1s no
difcharge in that war.””

WHEeN the power of the king of terrors is exercii-
ed over thofe who, like Jostarr, were highly efteems-
ed and fondly beloved ; when it levels, with its fa-
tal wand, the men who ftood high above their fel-
low mortals, and removes to their long home thofe
whole fervices and {ufferings had purchafed the free-
dom and happinefs of a nation, we cannot be {ur-
prifed that uncommon grief thould pofiefs the heart,
and uncommon tokens of mourning fhould be dif
played !

- THE people of Judah, not content with fimply
committing their hero to the tomb, and bedewing
his hearfe with the tears which a recent lofs occae
fions, refolved to manifeft their grietr by long and
uncommon mourning. All Judah and Jerufalem,
we are told, mourned for jJostan. They attended
his remains to the fepulchre of his fathers, with deep
and folemn grief. But they did not ceale the ex-
preflions of it, when the clods of the valley covered
him, and the grave concealed him from their view.

But, ““led by Jerzmian, the prophetof the Lorp,
they lamented for Josiam.,” Determmed to per-
petuate thewr gratitude, “the finging men and wo-

mcn
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men (the poets and hiftorians of that age) fpake of
Josian 1 their lamentations to the very day” in
which the chronicles were written.  This was many
years after the death of Josiaw; probably after the
return of the Jews irom the Babylonith captivity,
when the {facred canon was completed, under the
aufpices of heaven, by Ezra the high prieft of the
{.0rD.

WieN we lofe thole who are peculiarly dear
to us, and thole whom we highly honor, we

cannot endure the 1dea of their being forgotten,
We determine that they fhall live in our remem-

brance, and that their names fhall be tranfmitted
with honor and refpet to the “gsencrations whick
are vet to be born.” It 15 2 {entiment fimilar to

thefe which led our civil fathers to inftitute the re-
ligious {folemnities 1in which we are now engageda

Some weeks have elapled {ince we were deprived of
the great and good man who was io long the pride

and the father of his country. Every thing which
oratitude could dictate, afleCtion infpire and elo-
quence exprefs has already been faid and done on
this occafion. The fervice beiore me is thercfore a
difficult one.

BurT, this {olemnity is ofa religious nature, The
humble worthip of the Deity is our obje&t, and a
moral improvement of a death fo affelling, our de-
fign 1n the exercile before us. My duty is not that
of the eulogifts, whofe claflic elegance and glowing
delcription have drawn the charatter of the illuftri-
ous dead, and richly emblazoned his fame. Noj;it
belongs to the prefent difcourfe to lead our thoughts

from
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from earth to heaven ; to adore the divine f{over-
eignty ; to acknowledge his gracious hand in all
that the departed was himfelt and did for us ; and
to point out the leffons of wildom, civil and religious,
which we may learn from the affefting event !

Tuz {overeignty of Gop, like the thunders and
lichtnings and thick eloud which furrounded him
on Mount Sinai, veils from our eyes many of the
motives which iniluence the divine conduct,and oper-
atc in the government of the world.  Without con-

troul or reftraint he does his plealure 1n heaven d-
bove and on earth beneath. Gobp is abfolute and

unlimited in his will and purpofes. Himfelf the
firlt caule, the fource, the fountain of all exiftence
and energy, he has communicated to his creatures
whatever they poflefs, and the higheft archangel in
heaven is as entirely {ubje&ed to the divine fover-
eignty as the meanelt reptile on earth. “Gobp is a
rock, and his work 1s perfect.”” The plan of his
covernment 1s fixed beyond alteration, and all crea-
tures are 1n his hands as the “clay is in the hands
of the potter.”

Tue divine {overeignty would be a do&rine of

terror and diftrefs to us, did we not know that it re=
fided 1n a being periectly wile and eflentially good.

It 1s not the excrcife of power, prompted by caprice,
attuated by relentment, or dictated by folly, Itis

the refult of infinite wifdom which beholds the palft,
the prefent and the future at one view, which knows

the naturc and the confequences of all events, and
will bring them to pafs in the time and by the means
which arc moit honorary to him, and moft benefi-

: clad
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cial to his creatures. Viewed in this light, the {ov-
ereignty of Gop fhould calm our hearts, engage our
truft, command our obedience, and elevate our af-

fetions. With the inhabitants of heaven we fhould
in humble devotion and grateful rapture, exclaim,
“¢ Alleluia, the LorD Gop omnipotent reigneth !’

I~ all the circumfitances which relate to the world
and to man, from the revolution of a kingdom to
the ighting of a {parrow, we view and fhould ac-
knowledge this fovereign providence of the moit
HIGH. ¢ In him we live and move and have our
Eeing.” We are fupported by his bounty, defend.-
ed by his power, pardoned by his grace, and fanéti-
fied by his fpirit. Surrounded by his immenfity,
we are always before his eyes. He upholds us in life.
His ¢ vifitation prelerves our {pirits,”” and he has
determined the bounds of our habitations which we
cannot pais.”

) eaTH i3 an interefling period to us all, and for
wife purpoles we ate made to dread its approaches.
‘When its 1cy hand 1s laid upon us, or when its fa-
tal vortex fwallows up thole who are dear to us as
ourfelves, then we fhould realife the fovereionty of
Gop.  ““Behold, he taketh away, who can hinde:
him ! there 1s no wai who hath power over the {piris
to retamn the {pirit 1n the day of death.” When the
decree goes forth irom the eternal throne, when the
“time, the {et time” 1s come, then the grim tyrant
performs his fatal office.  The prayers and tears of
an aflembled nation ; the fondeft affe&ion of imme-
diate iriends ; the moft bridliant virtues ; the moft
Huftrious charadter; the effeem and honor and

3 veneration
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veneration of 2 world cannot for a moment arredt

the progrefs cr prevent the approach of death ! The
oreat and the fmall ; the high and the low, the rich
and the poor, bow their heads and die !

But under the exercile of this att of {overeign-
ty, at a day of lamentation like the prelent, let us
contemplate the wildom and goodnefs and righte-
ouinefs of Gon. ¢Heis 1n heaven and we are up-
on earth, and therefore it becomes us that our words
thould be few.”” Our underftandings, darkened by
fin and clogged with mortality, are {fometimes per-
plexed with the ways of Gop. DBut {fubmiilion to
his will becomes us who ¢“are of yelterday, and
know nothing.”” We are as certain as he exilts
that Gop cannot do wrong. W"hen therefore we
mourn a lofs Iike that which now covers America
with fadnels, we are to fubmit without a murmer to
thofe difpenfations which we cannct comprehend,
and keep “our hearts fixed, trutiing 1n the Lorn.””

Burr when, m our lamentations, we {peak of the
friends, the patrons whom we have loft, we cannot
a1l to recolledt their amiable charatters and thew
excellent virtues,

LOT us conitantly fe:z'nember ﬂnt GO') is the

malses them to be {o, 'KVG may meditate V"'ith pleaf-ﬂ
re on thelr wvirtues, We may remember them
with the warmelt efteem  and tenderelt aftection ;
but we fhould never be unmindful, that every talent
delcends trom him

e former of our

.
or nature, of reafen and of art,
viho 1S ¢“the 1ather of our {pirits, t

bodies, and the author of all our mcmzcs.”
WE
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WEe mourn this day *“a prince and a great man
tallen m our Ifrael ;” a man more truly elevated in
the efteem of the world than any mcenarch who

‘Wlelds a {ceptre, or any hero who commands an
army ! The people of America have borne witneis
to his numerous virtues; and now, we will fum-
mon his illufirious fhade to aid us i fupport of
the religion which he honored, and to make thole
men virtuous and good whom he was inftrumental

of making free and happy.

Too often the public virtues of a great character
are clouded by private views. Sometimes thoie who
are molt ufetu! to the world, and whole {olid tervices
and brilliant talents, compel our refpett and admi-
ration, prove themifelves in the more retu\,d walks
of life to be “ weak like other men,” It 1s happy
tor America, now {he mourns her darling ion, that
not cven the envenomed tonguc of malice, battemn g
on the faults of its nelgbbouls, nor the rageiul veic
of party, more cruel than the grave itlelf, can ._Lu.ul
the fair fame of the man whom fthe laments ! In tke
domeltic relations 5 in his private dealings 3 m
daily department, you always beheld hmi diicreet,
amiable, dignified ! He {hone, not with the luitre
which dazzles courts and armies, but with the pu-
rer, the more honorable rays ot private virtue.

W as it not a {enfe of religion which led our If*-tf;i
excellent friend to acknowledge, when at the hea
of our armies, and more lately when he preiidec iﬁ
the nation, our ablolute dependence upon the Cowo
of providence, afcribing the honor of his victeries

and our deliverance to him who ¢ {etteth vp one
23:d
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and putteth down another I’ In his public inftru.
ments ; i his laft precious legacy to his country,
and 1n his private converfation he exprefled the deep-
eft reverence for the infinite and eternal being who

1s ¢“1n all and over all, and by whem all things cona
{ift.”> His conftant attendance on the chriftian

church, his reverend oblervation of the Lorp’s Day,

as well as his whole behaviour, demonlftrated his be-
lief 1n the religion of the Crofs.
“ He that is flow to anger is better than the migh-

ty, and he that ruleth his fpirit than he that taketh a
city.”” Never does a man appear [o truly great as

when he f{ubdues thofe paflions which infuriate
- others, and hurry them to the moft fatal excefles,
And here our beloved chietf difcovered true great-

nels, and placed betore our eyes an illuftrious exam-
ple. His mildnefs, his patience, his impartial be-
mgnity enabled him to controul the paflions of oth-

ers, and reconcile contending interefts. His felf
command enabled him to rule thoie who did not

pollefs their own minds. A relerve, partly the gift
of nature and partly the effect of prudent habit, pre-
vented him from betraying his own purpofes, or ex-
prefling fudden and unfuitable feelings. His pa-

tient endurance of wrong from the envious and the
miftaken, made him their fuperior, and converted his

encmnies mnto friends. The enemies of his country
I mean ; perfonal enemies he had none.

¢ HE that walketh upnghtly, walketh {urely.””
The blefling of Gop, the favor of men, and the teft1-
mony of a good confcience are the confequences of
an honeft and faithful difcharge of our duty. Thefe
| confequences
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confequences of his integrity did our late excellent
Prefident enjoy. Neither wealth nor fiattery nor
clamour nor violence could corrupt hus heart, or de-
rach him from hisduty. Honeftly did he cxert his
whole power and influence to {ferve his country, nor
can an inftance be produced of his having neglected

1fs concerns, or betrayed its interefls.

It i is recorded of Naaman that by him Gop
gave dellverance to Syria.”” And him whom we

mention 1 our lamentations this day, Gop made the
principal agent in giving {reedom and deliverance to
America. A foldier i early hife, when he was high-
ly ufeful to his native province, he pofleficd a cool
judgment and a determined courage. Without the
ardent impetuoiity, the furious '”aluz.u WHiCH I0mICa
times give {uccefs to folly and profper: Ly t6 wnjuiiice,
he was intrepidly brave. His love of libeity, his
well known military talents, led the veneranie band
of patriots, who, at the commencenent of tiiz revolu.
tion, conducted our councils, to confign to him the
chief command of the American forces. ifanv of
us remember this period, when at the hazard of hus

hife and fortune, he firit headed our feebie armnieg.—=

s¢ Gallant mortal”’—how did our iouis love and
honor him when firlt we bebela him on vondes
plains flying to the reliet of the o p:i efied, and de-
fending the ireedom of his country ! How znxioufiy
did we watch his footiteps through the dangers of
our revolution, and how did our hearts warm witn
gratitude to heaven and to him,when we fouud that
the {oldier had not deftroyed the citizen; that the
taft of power which led fo many generals, tihe Cz-

--L—I
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sars of old and the CromwrLLs of later days, to

deftroy their country and advance themfelves, had
no exiftence in his noble bofom ; but that he could
cheerfully refign his brilliant aud flattering com-
mand, and {eek the fhades of private life !—Thither
did he modeftly retire from the applaufes of his
country and the world, and fhook from his venera-
ble brow the laurels which oppreffed him!

To fuch a man it was {elf denial to leave the hap-
pinefs and the {ecurity of private life, and again to
enter on the fatigues and hazards of elevated fta-
tion.—But the call of his country General WASH-
INGTON never declined. 'The unanimous {ufira-

oes of his fellow citizens (‘an eleGion without a
parallel 1n the hiftory of the world ) fele¢ted him

to admunifter the free and excellent conftitution of -
government which he had aflifted i fornmung. In
the cabinet he fhone equally as in the field. The
interefts of the Union and of the {everul States he

guarded with the tendereft care.  Our foreign rela-
iions he condudted with a temperate firmnefs which
defeated the defigns ot fattion, crufhed the efforts of
rebellion, and prevented us from being fatally aftec-
ted with the convulfions which have fhaken Europe
to its centre, and agitated the whole world !

Lixe JosHua, the brave leader of lrael to inde-
pendence and Canaan ; ike Davip, the intrepid de-
fender of his country; our late iluftrious chiet
when, with manly dignity and patriotic aftection he
retired from the chair of government, lett a legacy
the moft valuable and important to his country.

While we are governed by the moral and religious
principles
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principkes, and preferve the policy with refpe& to
our internal and external affairs which he recom-
mends, we fhall be free and happy. When we
leave them to adopt other principles and maxims,
we fhall deferve any confequences which may take
place.

No man’s charalter is fully afcertained till his
death. And happy is he who dies as he has lived
in the exercife of firmnefs of {pirit and benevolence
of heart. So died our beloved iriend! Without

the ficknefs and long debility which fometimes pre-
cede death ; in the full exercife of reafon, of hu-

manity and patriotiim, he {uddenly encountered the
univerfal conqueror. e {ubmitted, for refiftance
was vain !—DBut nobly, and like a hero he {ubmit-

ted -—Great in his lalt moments, with his own

hands he clofed his own eyes, and gave up the
Ghoft ! '—Happy man ! Uletul and beloved in

life, calm and compofed in death, embalmed with
the tears of thy friends and thy country, Gop did
blefs thee above other mortals !

AND now, let us make a folemn paule in our

lamentations, and amid{t our grief acknowledge the
goodnefls of Gop 1n raifing up this great man, in
qualifying him {o eflentially for the lervice of his
country, and continuing him to us for fo ma-
ny years. On this day, when we uled to celebrate

his birth with warm and grateful pleafure, we feel
his lofs moft deeply. DBut, how much more deep-
ly thould we have felt it, had he been taken from.

us at any period of our revolutionary war ; or

when the whole weight of his mmfluence and charac-
fer
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ter wasneceflary to preferve us from being involved
in the confufions of the European world, or when
mfurretion reared its hydra head, and threatened
the moft fatal confequences ?

But that Gop who has always been kind to
America in raifing up irom among her own fons
thofe who ¢ naturally care for her ftate” and watchs
fully guard her interefts, continued his life till a
period when ourexcellent conftitution is firmly efta-
blithed,and the profpelts of difuniting and deftroying
us aregreatiy weakened. 'While wemention W asn-
INGTON in our lamentations this day, letus be
thankful that {o many great and good men in our
Federal and State Governments are ftill fpared to
us ; men whom Gob has qualified for eminent fer-
vice, and called to fillthe moft important ftations,
Let us be thankful for the mmeftimable life, the un-
corrupted integrity, the fuperior wifdom, and the
pure patriotifim of Apawms, the wife and the good,
who nowprefidesoverthefe {tates | May the Almigha
ty continue him for many years, to be the father of

his country, and the friend of mankind !

LeT us be deeply humbled betore Gop, this day,
under the frowns of his providence 1n taking away
men fo great, {o good, fo ufeful as thole whom we

have lately been called to deplore.
WueN Gop removed from his ancient Ifrael
“the ftay and the ftaff, the mighty man and the

man of war, the prudent and the ancient, the hona.
rable man and the counfellor,” it was confidered as

a token of the divine difpleafure,and called not only

for grief but humiliation. Great and good men
are
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are inftruments in the hands of Gop to effe& his
purpofes. They accomplith his will, and by them
he does good to us. When they are taken away
therefore, we ought to humble ourfelves in his fight,
When thofe by whom Gop has been uled to do
good to us are removed by death, have we not rea-
fon to fear that he means to deprive us of the good
itfelf

Gop is, we truft and hope, the guardian and
tfriend of America, and his gracious favor is the pal-
fadium of our country. Its exiftence and profperi-
ty do not depend upon any one man, or any nums-
ber of men, let them be ever fo wile or good. ¢ The
LoRrbD 1s our defence, and the holy one of Ifrazel is
our King.” It 1s true that when we aftain the lofs
of fuch men as a WASHINGTON and a SUM-
NER, we are conitrained to {ay, ¢ Help Lorrp, for

the godly man ceafeth, the faithful fail from among
the children of men.””> When theie who ¢¢ feemed
to be pillars’” are removed,we feel the goodly fabric
of our government thaken. But, ¢ the refidue of
the fpirit is with Gop.”” He gave us thele excel-
lent men. He continued them to us as long as he
{aw to be belt. And now that he has taken them
away, we will fubmit to the will of Heaven, and re-
ly on him who has never forfaken wus nor our
fathers.

Bur furelywhen we mention the virtuous and the
good in our lamentations, we thould be {timulated to
emulate their virtues, and be {tudious to follow their

advices, founded on experience, wifdoin and love of
their country.

™ s '{m
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[T is not to the parade of mourning, nor to the
didtates of affeCtionate feeling only that we fhould
this day attend. We ought to be made wifer and
better by an event fo afteting, and fervices {o {ol-
emn as we are now performing. QOur avil rulers
have called us to cclebrate the days of mourning for
our beloved friend, 1n order to fix deeply in our
ninds a reverence for his character, and a relpect
to the principles which he practifed himfelf, and in
his dying legacy recommended to us. You, eipe-
cially, venerable fathers, who compole the executive
and legiflative powers of the Commonwealth : You

who {o lately {folemnized the obfequies of our own
beloved Chief Magiftrate, will fuitably meditate on
the uncertainty of human life, and the vanity of hu-
man creatnefs. You will feel the importance of
taithfully difcharging your whole duty, both public
and private, fo that you may be approved of GODf,
and ¢ accepted of the multitude of your brethren.””
Go ye and imitate the leif-command, the difintereft.
cdnefls, the cool wildom and warm patriotifm of the
man whom a naticn this day laments. Go ye and
{erve Gop, and your generation according to his
will I’ Go ve, continue 1 your uprightnefs, and {till
prelerve the ufefulnels which gives us fecurity and
profperity —"This 15 an awful and a folemn fcene !
Here the {fupreme executive power,and the high leg-
iflative authority of the Commonwealth, aflemble in
religious wor ﬂup., to aanowledge and adore the gov-
erinor oi the univerfe under one of the moft diftref-
ing events in his providence, and to condole each

other on this melancholy difpenfation.  All the peo-
ple
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ple of the Commonwealth unite this day in the ex-
preflions of their grief, and fympathize with their ci-
vil rulers on the great and univerfal bereavement !
May our mourning be ufeful, and may we be ““taught
to profit by the things which we fufter.”

On imbibing the principles recommended by our
late illuftrious chief, equally diftant from tyranny
and licentioulnefs, depends the {afety of our country.
If we with to be great among the nations abroad,
and to be peaceful and happy at home, we muit pre-
{erve inviolably our union. We muit guard againit
improper foreign connexions. We muit mamtain «
{pirit of mutual forbearance and good will, and muit
cultivate efpecially thofe principles of religion and
morality which are the only folid cement or {ociety,
and the only firm foundation of hberty. Where
Gob is negleted ; where the religion of CarisT 13
denied ; where men are governed not by reafon or
religion, but by party views and furious paffions,
there may be the name of liberty, but the #hing never
canexift. If we are careful to preferve and to fofter
the univerfities, the {chools we now maintain : If we
honor and refpe&t the day and the ordinances of
Gob : If we delpife and neglect vice,and honor and
fupport virtue : If we embrace the dolirines, and
{ubmit to the precepts of the Golpel, we fhall be a
happy people, and tranfmit our civil and religious
liberties, a fair and a large 1nheritance, to the lateft
polterity.

BuT while we fympathize with a nation in their
affliGtions,let us not forget the private diftrefleswhich

this folemn event has occalioned. We mourn with
the
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the deflolate widow,who is deprived of the ¢ guideof
heryouth,” the friend ofherriper years,andthe moft

valuable of her earthly bleflings ! Calmly and with

compofuremay fhefubmit to thisafflittive event ; and
fince her attachments to earth are diminifhed, may
{he prepare to join the ¢ defire of her eyes’” ina

better world ! May his friends, his relatives, his do«
meftics, while they mourn his lofs,imitate his virtues,
and may none who bear his illuftrious name, tarnifh
its luftre, or bring difgrace upon it.

AND now, friends and fellow-citizens, let us
¢¢ ceafe from man whole breath 13 in his noftrils, for

where 1s he to be accounted of !’ If thofe who are

the delights of their country, and the veneration of
the world : If men of the purelt characters : If thofe
for whom prayers are continually afcending, that
they may be {pared and blefled : If .2bey are taken
away : If zbey are laid low in the duft, how fhall
ewe efcape this common lot of humanity ! If thefe
cedars of Lebanon, ¢ the height whereof reacheth
up to heaven, and the fight thereof unto the ends
of the earth > If ey bow and break, what fhall
become of the ¢ hyflop which {pringeth out of the
wall I”—Surely we are haftening to the filent tomb,
¢« the houfe appointed for all living I We fhall
{foon follow the friends whom we deplore, the wife
and the good, whom we honor, through ¢ the
dark wvalley of the fhadow of death !”—Let 1t be
therefore our moit earneit folicitude, to partake of
the grace of the Gofpel, to do our whole duty, and
nromote the welfare and happinefs of our fellow-

men, {o that when we fall afleep, we may be
| “ found
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¢ found of our judge in peace,” and be ¢ received

into everlafting habitations !
AND now unto him,who 1s ¢ prince of the kings
of the earth,”” ¢¢ before whom”’ all nations are ag

the drop of the bucket, and the duft of the bal-
ance,”’ to the infinite, perfect, eternal mind, ¢ the
fame yefterday, to day, and forever,” be glory and
honor, dominion and power, both now and forever,

AMEN.




