THE

SENTIMENTS

OF A

- Britily American.

PaRY ‘ 4 , , 57.. - -
1 . 'k.’«"\"/'a 'hg,.‘l‘ “n‘ ' ({\"tr(\.k.&“}

Ajelum 1n prato timidus paftebat fenex,
Is, boftium clamore fubito serritus,
Suadebat afino fugere, ne poffent capl.
At dlle lentus : quefo mum binas mt/n
Clitellas zm/;a/' iturem vildorem putas ?
Senex negavit, Ergo quid refert mea
Cut ferviam ¢ clitellas dum poriem meas,

PHEDRUS.

P s heutenf

tshuen agnans emsbuisone

B O 8§ T O N:

Printed and Sold by Epes & CiLL, next to the
Prifon in Queen-Strect. 1704,

[ Dricc Six DPence. ]



RRRERREEE

SeNTIMENTS of a Britife American.

having been: highly fuccefsful in their foreign

wars, and added a large exteat of country to

their dominions ; to confider with a critical
attention, their internal ftate, leit their profperity
fhould deftroy them.

Great-Britain, at this day, is arrived to an
heighth of glory and wealth, which noEuropean
na‘ion hath ever recached, fince the decline of the
Roman empire.  Fvery body knows, that it is
not indebted to itsfelf alone, for this envied pow-
er : Thatit’s colonics, placed in a diftant quarter
of the earth, have had their fhare of efficiency,in
its latc fuccefles ; as indeed they have alfo contri-
buted to the advancing and increafing its grandeur
from their very fieft beginnings.

In the forming and {cttling therefore the in-
ternal polity ot the kingdom ; thefe have reafon
to expedt, that theer intereft fiovld be confidered
and attended to 5 that therr rights, if they have
any, fhould be preferved to them @ and that they
fhould have no reafon to complain, that they have
been lavith of their blood and treafure in the late
war, only 1o bind the (hackles of flavery on
themfelves and their children. No

lT well becomes: the wifdom of a great nation,
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No people have been more wilely jealous of
their liberties and privileges, than the Britith nati-
on. It is obferved by Vattel, that * their prefent
happy conftitution hath coft them feas of blood ;
but they have not purchafed it too dear."

The colonies, making a part of this great Fm-
pire, having the fame Britith rights inherent in
them, asthe inhabitants of the [fland itfelf ; they
cannot be disfranchifed, or wounded in their pri-
vileges, but the whole body politic, muft in the
end feel with them,

The writer of this, being a native of anEnglith
colony,will take it for granted ; that the colonies
are not the meer property of the mother ftate ;
that they have the fame rights as otherBritifh fub-
je@ts. He will alfo fuppofe, that no defign is
formed to enflave them ; and that the juftice of
the Britith parliament, will finally do right, to eve-
ry part of their dominions, -

Thefe things prefuppofcd, he intends to confi-
der the late 3ét, made in the fourth ycar of his
prefent Majetty, cntigled, An A@ for oranting
certain dutigs in the Britifh colonies and plantati-
ons in America, &. to fhow the rcal fubjets
of grievance thercin to the Colonifts ; and thar
the intercft of Great-Britain itfelf may finally be
ﬁrcatly affeted thereby. There is the more 1¢a-
on that this frecdom fhoyld be indulged after the
a® is pafled ; ipafmuch as the colonies, though
%r{-atly intercfted therejn, had no opportunity of

cing hecard, while it was pending.

The firft obje®ioni iz, that g tax is thereby laid
on feveral commoditirs. to be raifed and lcvied in

the
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the plantations, and to be rcmttcd home to Eng-
land. This is eftcemed a grievance, inafmuch as
the fame are laid, without the confent of the re-
prefentatives of the colonifts. It is efteemed an
ef"nria! Pritith right, that no perfon fhall be fub-
je&t to any rax : but what in perfon. or by his
reprefentartive, hc hath a voice in laying. The
Buitith parliament. have many times vindicated
this right, againft the attempts of Kings to invade
it. And though perhaps it may be faid, that the
Youic of commons, in a large fenfe, are the re-
pretereatives of the colonics, as well as of the peo-
RG of' (Great-britain ¢ yet it s certain that thefe
b.: no veice in their cle@ion.  Nor can it be
anv allcuatmn of their unhappmcfs ; that if this
rightis taken from them, it istaken by thatbody,
who have been the great patrons and defenders ot
it, in the people of Great-Britain.
Jefides, the colonies have cver fupported a
fubordinate government among themfelves.
Being placed at fuch a diftince trom the capi-
tal, icis abfolutd y impoflible they fhould continue
a part of thc kmgdom in thc {ame fenfe, as the
corporations there arc.  For this reafop, from
their beginning there hath been a fubordinate le-
giflature among thcm, fubjedt 1o the controuf of
the mother ftatc: and from the mceﬁ:tv ot the
cufe, there muft have been fuch ;  their circum-
ftances and ficuation being in many refpeets fo
different from that of the parent ftatc, they could
not have fubfifted without this. Now the co-
lonies have always been taxed by their ovn re-
prefentatives, and in their refpective fegiflatures ;
and



[ 6]

and have fupported an entire domeftic government
among themfelves. Is it juft then, they fhould be
doubly taxed ? That they fhould be obliged to
bear the whole charges of their domeftic govern-
ment, and fhould be as fubjed to the taxes of the
Britith parliament, as thofe who have no domeltic
government to {upport ?

The reafon given for this extraordinary taxati-
on, namely, that this war was undertaken for the
{fecurity of the colonies, and that they ought
therefore to be taxed, to pay the charge thereby
incurred ; it is humbly apprehended is without
founcation. For— |

(1.) It was of no lefs confequence to Great-
Britain, than it was to the colonies, that thefe
fhould not be over-run, and conquered by the
French. Suppofc they had prevailed, and gotten
all the Englith colonies into their pofleflion :
How long wouldGreat-Britain have furvived their
fate ! Put the caic, that the town of Port/moutbh,
or any other fea-port had been befieged, and the
like fums cxpended in its defence, could any have
thought that town ought to be charged with the
expence !

(2.) The colonies contributed their full pro-
portion to thole conqueits, which adorn and dig-
nify the late and prefent reign.  One of them in
particular, raifed in one year feven thoufand men
10 be coramandcd by his Majefty’s general ; be-
fides maintaining many guards and garrifons on
their own fronticrs.  All of them by cheir expen-
ces and exertions in the Jate war, have incurred
heavy debts, which it wiil take them many years
1o pay. (. The

NP R
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(3.) The colonics are no particular gainers by
thefe acquifiions. None of the conquered ter-
ritory is annexed to them. All are acquifitions
accruing to the'Crown. Oa account of their
commerce, they are no gainers: The northern
colonies are even fufferers by thefe ceflions.* It
is true they have more fecurity, from having their
throats cut by the French, while the peace lafts:
but fo have alfo all his Majefty's fubjects. .

(4.) Great Britain gaineth immenfely by thefe
acquifitions. The command of the whole Ame-
rican fur trade, and the increafed demand for
their woolen manufadtures from their numerous
new {ubjeéts,in a country too cold to keep fheep:
Thefe are fuch immenfe gains, as in a commercial
light, would rcfund the kingdom, if every far-
thing of the expence of reducing Canada, were
paid out of the Exchequer. |

But to fay the truth, it is not only by the tax-
ation itfclf, that the colonifts deem themfelves ag-
gricved by the a& we are confidering. For—

2. The power therein given to courts of admi-
ralcy, alarms them greatly. The common law is
the birth-right of every fubjeét : and trial by jury
a moft darling priviledge. So deemed our ancef-
tors in ancient times, long beforc the colonies
were begun to be planted. Many ftruggles had
they with courts ofP admiralty, which like the ele-
ment they take their name from, have divers times

attemgted

* 1 defire this may not be mifunderflood. 1In this view I fuppofs
them fufferers, namely, that as the Weft-1ndies were not large
eno’ to take off the produce the northern colonies could export
to them, before the conquelt of Canada, now that couuiry is
added, it makes the difptoportion muh greater.
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atterpted to innundate the land.  Hence the fta-
sutcs of Richard 2°, of Henry 4h, and divers o-
ther public acts : Hence she watchful eye, the
reverend fages of the cotnthon law have kept over
thefc courts. Now by the a& we are confider-
ing, the colonifts are dc"grivcd of thefe privileges:
Of the common law, for thefe judges are {up-
pofed to be connufant only of the civil law :
Of juries, for all here is putin the brealt of one
man. He judges both law and fa, and his
decree is final ; at leaft it cinnot be reverfed on
this fide the atlantic. In this particular, the co-
Jonifts are put under a quite different law from
all the reft of the king's fubje@s : Jurifdiction, is
no where elfe given to courts of admiralty, of
matters {o forcign from their connufance. In
fomc things the colonifts have been long fubjeé to
this crucl yoke, and have indeed fuliy experienced®
its galling nature. Loud complaints havc bcen
long mafc by them of the oppreffions of thefe
courts, their exorbitant fees, and the little juftice
the fubjc@t may expe@ from them in cafes of
feizures. Let me mention one thing that is
notorious ; Thefe courts have affumed (I know
not by what law) a commiffion of five per
cent to the judge onall feizures condenined. What
chance does the fubje@ ftand for his right upon
the beft claim, when the judge, condemning, is to
have an hundred, or perhaps five hundred pounds,
and, acquitting, lcfs than twenty fhiilings ¢ 1f the
colonifts fhould be thought partial witnefles in this
cafe, let thofe of thcinhabitants ofGrcat-Britai}n.
who
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who have had the misfortune to be {uitors, or to
have any bufinefs in thefe dreadful courts, be en-
quired of.

There have been times, when the legiflature of
Great-Britainappearced to be as fenfible of the bad
conduét of thefe courts, as we are now. I mean
when  the ftatute of 6 Ann, chap. 37, and fome
later oncs to the fame purpofe,were made, where-
in the remedy they have given, is as extraordinary
as the power given thof% courts, For in thofc
ftatutes, the judge ~f admiralty is fubjeéted to a
penalty of five hundred povnds, to be recovered
by the aggricved fuitor, at common law. Thefe
only refer to cafes of prizes, and give no remedy
in cafes of fcizures ; where their power is notonly
decifive, but in many refpeéts uncontroulable.
Mean time can the colonifts hclp wondring and

tgricving, that the Britifh lcgiflature fhould veft
with fuch high powers over them, courtsin whom
they appear to have fo little confidence ?

But in the a& wc are confidering, the power of
thefc courts, is even much enlarged,and made fill
more gricvous. For it is thereby cnaéted, that the
{eifor may inform, in any court of admiralty for
the particular colony, or in any court of admiral-
ty to be appointed over all America, at his plea-
fure. Thus a malicious feifor may take the goods
of any man, cver fo lawlully and duly imported,
and carry the trial of thecaufe to a thoufand miles
diftance ; where for meer want of ability to fol-
low, the claimer fhall be incapable ol defuading
his right 5 at the fame time an hard{hip is laig
upon the claimer, his cluim is not to be admitted

L or
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or heard, until he find furctics to profecute, who
are to be of known ability in the place where fe-
curity is given. And he being unknown in a place
{o diftant fram home, whatever be his eftate,(hall
be incapable of producing fuch furcties.

3. The impowering commanders of the king's
fhips, to {cize and implead, as is donc in this a&,
and a former a&, and by fpccial commiflion from
the commiflioners of the cuftoms ; is another
great hardihip on the colonics. The knowledge,
of all the ftatutes relating to the cultoms, of the
prohibitions on exports and imports, and of vari-
ous intricate cafus arifing on them ; requires a good
lawyer.  How can this fcience, cver be expeéted
from men educated in a totally different way ;
brought up upon the boifterous clement; and
knowing no law a-board their thips,but their own
will ? Here perhaps it will be faid, this is not pe-
culiar to the colonics. 'The power to thefe Lom-
manders is given in all parts of the dominions, as
well as in the colonics : Why fhould they com-
plain of being under the fame law as the other
fubje@s ? Tanfwer ; There is this great and eflen-
tial difference between the cales 3 In Creat-Lritain
‘no jurifdi¢tion is given to any other than the com-
mon law courts ; there too the fulsje@s are near
the throne, where when they are opprefled, their
complaints muy foon be heard and redvefled : But
with refped to the colonics, far diflerent is the
cafe ! Yiere, it ds their ovwvn courts that try the
caufe ! [ere the fubjedt is far diftant from the
throne ! His complaints cannot foon be heard and
redrefled. The boifterous commander may take
for his motto, Lrocul
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Procut a Jove, a fuluine procid
Thue prefent decree, however unjuft, deprives
him even of the means of fecking redrefs.  'The
judge with his troop, and the proud caprain, have
divided his wealth ; and he hath nothing to do,
but to hang himfclf, or to go a bc"'nng in a
country ot bcgrraz s
There is yot another verv great olwlu‘hon the
coloniits make to this at, of no lufs weihit than
the other three. It is this,

. Whereas it is good law, that all officers fei-
ﬁng qoods feize at their peril 5 and it the goods
thc‘y {cize arc not liable to forfeiture, they muft
pay the claimant his coft, and are liable to his ao-
tion befides : Which two things have been looked
upon as proper checks of exorbitant wanton pow-
er in the officer : Both thefe checks are raken off.
They, the officers may charge the revenue with
the coft, with the confent of four of the com-
miflioners of the cuftoms.  And if the judpe of
admiralty will certify, that there was probable
caufe of izure, no a&ion fhall be maintained by
the claimant ; though his goods on tryal appear
to be ever {o dulv unpoztcd and liable to no fort
of forfeiture ; and he hath bun forced to enpend
cver fo much in the defence of them.  This laft
regulation is in the act peculiarly confined to
Ancrica, |

Much more might be fuid on thefe fubjetts ;
but I aim at brevity.

Let it now be obferved, that the interelt of
Great- Brimin, is finally greatly affc@ed by thefe

Rew 1l ations. We .n.l pot here infift on the
parental



parental tendernefs duc from Great-Britain to us,
and fuggeft fhe mufi fuffer, from {ympathy with
her children, who have been guilty of no undu-
tiful behaviour towards her ; but on the contrary,
have greatly increafcd her wealth and grandeur :
and in this laft war, have impoverithed themfelves
in fighting her battles.  'We will fuppofe her for
this %ittlc moment, to have forgot the bowels of
a mother.

Neither will we dwell long on the importance
of the precedent. The confidcration of a million
and half of Britith Subjeéts disfranchifed, or put
under regulations alienc from our happy contti-
tution ; What pretence it may afford to after mi-
nifters, to trcat the inhabitants of the ifland itfelf
after thc fame manner. We will fuppofe for the
prefenr, that at a thoufand leaguces diftance, crofs
the water, the inhabitants of the capital will not be
«ndangered, by a conflagration of all the colonics.

Nor will we mention, any poflible danger from
the alienation of the affe@ions of the colonies,
from their mother country, in cafe of a new war.
Wec will fuppofe them to have that reverence for
the Englith name, they arc allowed to retain, that
they will be as lavith of what blood and treafure
remains to them, now they are cut off from all
thefe privileges, as when they could pleafe them-
(clves with the fureft hope, of holding them invio-
lable.

What we are now confidering, is how the meer,
prefent, {clf, intereft of Great-Britain, is affedled
by thefe new regulations. |

Now
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Now cvery body knows, that the greatcft part
 of'the trade of Great-Britain, is with her colo-
~nies. This fhe enjoyeth, exclufive of any other
- Europcan country, and hath entirely at her own
command. Further it may be made out, that
the greateft part of the profits of the trade of the
colonies, at leaft on the continent, centres in C.
Britain. The colonifts, fettled in a wide and
fparfc manner, arc perpetually demanding the
linnen, woolen and other manufacures of Great
Britain, They arc not yet fcttled in {o contigu-
ous a manner, as to be able to manufa&ure fuf-
ficient for their own fupplies. And while they
can pay for thofe of Great-Britain, with any pro-
per remittances,their demands will be perpetually
increafing.  Great-Britain befides, is the mart
which fupplieth the colonies with all the produce
of the other countries in Europe, which the co-
Jonies ufe. -
Conf dering the vaft numbers fupported by thefe
manufadures, vended in the colonics, and by the
articles of foreign trade brought into the king-
dom, and thence exported and confumed in the
plantations : doubtlefs even the luxury of the co-
lonifts is the gain of G. Dritain.  So thought wife
minifters in the latc reign: on which ground,
they repealed two or three fumptuary laws, made
in the colonies, for reftraining that luxury.
Now, as the colonies have no gold or filver
mincs In them, it is certain that all their remittan-
ces they make muft be from their trade: And it
1s obvious, that when the {ources of their remit-
tances are mut off, the demands for thele goods,

by
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by which fo many thoufands arc f.xppo:tcd muft
ccafc And whocver confidercth with any degree
of attention the new regulations, and is acquaint-
cd with the ftate of the colonics, muft fee that
thz evident tendency of them is to cutoff all thefe
fources, and to deftroy aliogether the trade of the
colonifts.

One grand fource of thefe remittances is the
fithery, vihich | by the duty of thrce pence a gal-
lon on moiafles, muft entircly be at an end. That
branch can never bear the high duties impofed,
no=- {ubfift without the molafles which the trade to

the foreign iflands furnifheth.—Not only by their
wnn“c"t.on with this, but by the meer cffe@® of
‘the new regulations, all the Oth(.l‘ trade of the co-
jonifts muft be atan end. Thefe regulations muft
break and fubdue the hearts of the traders here.
'TRADFE Is a nice and delicate lad ; fhe muft
be couited and won by foft and ralr addrefles.
She will not bear the rudc hand of a ravifher.
Pcnaltics encizafed, heavy taxes laid on, the checks
of c»;,m(f"on and violence removed ; thefc things
muft drive her fio.n Ler prefent aliode.

Hence, one or oirzr of thefe confequences will
fcllow, either (1.) The colorics =i!! univerfally
g0, into Tncn manufa&ures as the s are capal ;L of
dcing withn themfelves,  Or (2.} They wiil do
wizhout them ; and bcu.g rcdcccd to meer i eef-
fasics, vl be cloathed lite ~rredecell s the
Indiany, wich the fkins of puatis, a‘..i Gok noabio

L.an,
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barbarifim.  They muft then adopt Jack Strav.
Verfes, *
II'ben Adam delved, and Eve fpan,

I7he wveas then the Gentleman,

Now, either of thefe cvents taking place, how
will it affe@ the ifland of Great-Britain? The an-
{wer is obvious The exports to the colonics,
wholly ftopped, or greatly diminifhed, the de-
mands for thefe manufuétures in Great-Britain,
muft be in proportion lcflened ; The fubfiftance
of thofc manula®urcrs, merchants and taders,
whom this demand fupports, is then gone : They
who live frem fupplying thefe manufacturers,&e.
muft decay and dic with them. Laftly, as trade
may be compared to a grand chain, made up of
innumcrable links ; it is doubtful whether the
Britith tade, great as it is, can bear the fhiking
out fo many, without greatly cndangering the
whole.

What now is the cquivalent for all this to the
nation ! A tenth part of one year’s tax, at the
extent two years tax upon the colonies, (for after
that timc all their money will be gone) to be lod-
ged in the exchequer, and thence iffued as the
parliament fhall dire@. 7" uth not this refemble the
condudt of the good wife in the fable, who kiiled
her lien that every day laid her a Golden Egg ?

TIJESE

¥ 1 imagine many fanpaine readers on the Beitifh fide the water, will
think this iy all exapperation  Such may te nformied, tiat cven
now thefe things begin to appear. For two or three years palt, ex-
clianpe from the M dlachuferts o Fopland has been above parr,
and bills earneflly bouplit up : now the bills the government have

1o difpafe of, tho' fev at a lels exvhunpe than the luft year, wod

tho' certain advice is receiv'd that dhe wwney §s io the bauk,
cauot vend,
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THESE are the fentiments of a Britith Ameri-
can, which he ventures to expofe to the public,
with an honeft well-meant freedom. Born in onc
of the colonies, and decfcended from anceftors,
who were among the firft planters of that colony;
he is not.athamed to avow a love to the country
that gave him birth ; yct he hath cver exulted in
the name of Briton. He hath ever thought all
theinhabitants in the remoteft dominions of Great
Britain, intcrefted in the wealth, the profperity,
and the glory of the capital. And he defireth
ever to retain thefe filial fentiments.

If the objetions he propofeth are of any weight,
he trufts themeannefs and diftance of the propofer,
fhall not dimirif: diat weight—that thofe great
minds who can comprehend the whole vaft ma-
chine, in one view, will not deem it below them,
i0 infpec a fingle {mall wheel thatis out of order.

He concludes all, with his moft ardent wifhes,
that the happy ifland of Great-Britain may grow
in wealth, in power, and glory, to yet greaterdc-
grees ; that the conquefts it makes over forcign
enemnies, may fcrve the more to proteét the inter-
nal libertics of it's fubjects : that her colonics now
happily extended, may grow in filial affetion and
dutiful fubmiflion to her their mother : And that
fhe in return may never forget her parental af-
fedtions. "{’hut the whole Englifh empire, united
by the firongedt bands of love and intercit, formi-
dable to the tyrants and oppreflors of  the carth,
may retain it's own virtue, and happily poflefs
ummortality,

The E N D.



