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Advertifement • 
• 

HE flll1nving Dijcomje contain,! only 
plain atzd praffical l-ejlelliollJ: When it 

was compqfed and delivered, the author had 
'}to thought of its publication, and he jhould 1Iot ; 
have cl)lz/Cnted to it ?lOW, had it not have been 
for the earizejl defires if Jome friends whom. 
he could neither difobfige nor deny. , 

The charaBtr q/ Dr. Eliot, it may well be 
foppoJed, was 1ZOt dtlivcred with tbe rejl if 
the Serpzon: it i{ added now at the particular. 
tle.fire qf the jamejrimds, and the author could 
"WiJh that ilt it he had done more jujlice to this 
~minent firvant if God,' or tbat the duty had 
heen performed by a more capable hand: it 
"'ilJants elegance but not trut/;;if tbis every 
'Jllan 'who knt:w tbe JubjeCl qf it 11l1if' be COIl,:, 

'Vil1ced. . 'The wbole dilcour:fe is c01!1ecrated to 
. tlJe honor of God mId the memory 0/ a ma~ 
. ~whOJe cbaraEler the author, to his /atejJ breath, 
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H E ~ R E W s iv. 9. 

There remainetb therefore a refl to tho 
people of God'-

• 

HE fahbarh of God is a day of reCl j in it 
(he good man retires from the world. he 

. unbends his mind from fecular engage
ments and fixes it upon God and divine things; ir$ 
rerurn will always give him pleafure, for it is as one 
of the days of heaven to his foul. Indeed, this holy 
day is typical of heaven; the employments in which 
good people in bot h are engaged, are fimilar" for 
thefe are fpiriwal and have a particular reference 
to God aQd his glory j in both, the world and all 
fhat It affords is under their feer. and God, the 
great and glorious God. employs all th~r thoughts 
an~ engages all their ~tte.O!ion j the fabbalh is 
menrioned in this conn~xion by the Apofile in our 
context, and 'e _ were induced hereby to make 
thefe remarks. 

• • 

He Was led fO difcourfe upon (his fubjeCl by his 
quoting a pa{fdge from the pfalms. in which God 
declares his anger againfi I frael and his determi
padon to punia, them by not permitting them to. 
Juter ipta his refl:; Ibis .might refer lirIt aDd prin", 
:, cipaJly 

• 
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cipaUy [0 the earthly Canaan which was to be the 
period of lfrael's can Bias, the end of r heir. roils and 
fatigoc&;as the Apofile knew th~ to be an allego- ' 
rica I reprefeorarion of the heavenly Canaan, rhe 
period of' the believers trials and fulferings, he goes 
on.to fpeak of this reft, of [he rcafoos which pre
weDt mea from entering info it, even their unbeiief 

, and har~nefs of hearr, of the refembleDce between 
this. and the chrillian fabbath, aDd fiaa.Uy afi"erts in 
our text that, there mllainetb thm/we a refl to the 
peDple of Gild. ' 

. 'This, my },rclhren, is a bJeffed truth a t7mb 
capabte of fupponiDg tbe mind under rhe heavieR 
a.ffi.jflioos, of animating the moll feeble defires. of 
fin!}ing into a facred flame the coldetl love. and
exciting the moll: carders to confiant, chearfuland 
Jl6(evering Dbedience! How thankful fuould we 

be for fuch a Truth, bow earnell: to improve 
it 10 lhek purpofes ! 

, . . 
My deugn from the words IS, 

lirU, to difcourfe to ou of the nature and 
properries of th.e re which is fpokeD of il\l 
tire tt:xr. And," 

• 

Secondly. to defcribe fomething of the cnaraBer 
of thofe to whom this reft belongs, or rather
for whom it remains. 

, , 
," -

Vnder our lirR head which is," to Ilitconr(e to 
roo 00 the r!attlre and properties of the reft whk!, 
is fpoktil "Of ill ,he texE,'} we r~ark. that lett 19 
atefation from labour and a 'relief from trouble; 

• , 
1$ 

-
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jt is fq>Of!e affer fatigue, and i1eep after. watching; 
this is ihe gtntral idea cOD~eyed (0 us by the 
word, relt • 

• 

Bpt we may be aif'ured thar fomethmg vafily 
grearer and more important is. meant by the' ~pOfr1e 
in the rext i he is ~here and JD our CODleX! Cifoo\lfC· 
ing upon Ihe period of the chrifli~o courfe. lhSt 
{hlle of ,bappffiefs and rew3id· (0 which the faithf\ll 
ferv31lts of Chrift fuall be re{;eive4 when .. hey hne 
glorijiedGod u.pon earth and jini./bed the wo,~ IWbic./J:be 
gCi'VC them 10 do ; this ftateis def~DatC41 in the «l't 
by the t(!fm reft, concerning which we would obfervc, 

• 

lidl, That ir is not a reft or 'cciTation from dle 
feuiee of Go~. 

• • • 

Goodmen by no means 'With for (nch ar.eli: j 

'Wete it 'granted them they 'would be rniferable, for 
theil' fupreme-ddightis in this fervice, and they tall 
.fay with Iheir IDlfter, jobo i'\'. 34, :My meal .is to do 
't.hewill if him that font me aM to jini/h /lis 'Work: 
They have indeed the kecnefi relith for a :fiare .of . 
aCtiviry in !'he fervice of God, and view heaven as '8 

deligh!ful ,place, becaufe there their whole employ
ment will be to ferve God and ferve him Wilho!lt 
" . 
lnterrupuoil. 

To fuppofe that glorified faints ceare from the 
·fervice 'of their maker would be not only to contr.a
dia (heplainefi ditfates of ,enlightened rearoD, bot 
-1!lfo [he polirit''e afferriolls of '{he word 'of God

t 
'for 

}t is {aid to JOhn concerning ·thern, Rev. vii. 14, .IS. 
Thtft'(lrerhry u'fJich camQ '{Jut' of gm~t fribult1lion 

IImI 
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4izd ha'fJe wafoed tlieir robes and made them whifc 
in the blood of the lamb, therefore are they before the 
throne of God and ferve him day alld nieht in his 
temple. and he that jitteth upon the throne /ball dwell 
IImong them: Angels and archangels; cherubim and 
(craphim are employed rhus, for he makes his angels 
fpiritJ and 'his tlsini(lm a flame of fire. . Surely theri 
When the fpiries of jull; men are made perfeCt. whera 
'hey come to join the genera) affembJy and church 
ofrhefirll;· born on high. infiead of refiing from ' 
rhe fervice of (heir maker they will engage in it, 
with redoubled vigor and fupreme delighr, they foal! 
mount up .with wings as eagles, they /hall run and 
not be weary, they jhall waU and not faint. Bue, 

Secondly. Ie is a refi from fin. 
• • 

Sin is· in the bigbefi degree burrhenfome to hofy 
men upon earth, it is direCtly contrary to .that new 
D~tur(! which the {pirie of God hath implanred within 
them; they complain .of it as their heaviefi burden, 
aDd they often groan out. in the birterne[s of their 
gracious fpirits. 0 wretched men that we are, wbfJ 

.. flail de/i'Ver us from the bodJ of this death! 

Now h('3ven is an holy place j the holy God. tbe 
holy jefus, holy angels-and faints inhabit it i all the 
exercifes of heaven are holy, for they are all pares 
of the wodhip of a pure and holy being. there cau 
therefore be DO degree of fin in heaven: glorified. 
{pirits have confranr. uninterrup:ed communion with 
God, they mull then be perfettly holy. for what 
tommunifm hath. light with datknejs, ()r what fellow .. 
f!ipb~th the' temple. of God witb tdols f SiD, ancl 

'lWpunty of every klUd are everJafilDsly excluded 
the-

• 

• 
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the heavenly world by that declaration, R.e" 8xi, 27~ 
.And there foal! in no wife enter into it any thing that 
aejiltth, neitber ~whatfoe'Ver .... vorketh abomination or 
111aketh a lie, hilt they which are writtm in the 
lamb's book of lift. 

, 

1n Jikenefs tb God, and in conformity to hig 
aivine image confifis real holinefs, but (aims when 
they, arrive at glory {ball beccme thus like (0 God and 
tcnfequently holy" for declares the pious pfalmift. 
Pfal. xvii, J 5. As for me J will behold thy face in 
'righ/e.oufnifs. I flall te jatisjied 'when I awal:e 'rJ.iitb 
thJ lilunefs. 

They couJd not endure the fight of God unlers 
(hey were holy; the finfol, poilu red foul 'fhrinks 
away from ,the view of perfeCt purity: when any 
good men, in the ages of infpiration, were admiued 
to behold uncommon manifefiations of the divine 
glory. a fenfe of fin remaining in them induced each 
of them to cry out, depart from me for I am a Jinful . 
man, 0 God! bur we know thar glorified fpirirs are 
admitted to the vifion of God; Job afl"erts this in 
the firongefi terms, when he fays, fpeaking of the 
II_OW exalted Redeemer, whom I fhall fee for fnyftlJ and 
mine ~yes /hall behold and 1Iot another: it follows then 
in the plainefi manner Ihatrhe people of God {hall 
refl from flo and corruption of elery kind, fhall be
come perfeCtly holy in heaven, for they fhall tee God, 
the vifion of whom they cculd Dot endure if there 
were any remainders of corrupdon within them. 

There is norruth more piain, more exprefs. or 
more comfortable than this; to be" with, to be like, 
to enjoy an holy God, how rranfpordog is [bethought 

. E l~ 
, 

• 

• 



, 

, 

• 

( to ) 
, 

, , 

(c> Hie holy fOlll! to think that their corruptions 
1}l21t burden them no more, that they {hall DO rnOI"e 

d'ilhonor their glorious Lord, that they fi1all be called 
[0 ligh no more for tfie abolliinarions of orhers, that 
their defires of holitie(s, their eager hUDgerings and 
thi-rfllDgs alter righlcoufnefs fhall be complearly fa
tisfi~d, what unur~erable delight muft it give to the 
children 01 the moft high l 

We obferve" , 
, . • t 

Thirdly, Tina the relf \V,hich remain'erh to' the 
people of God is a relt from forrO\\1. 

Theptefent, mv brethren; is a world of farrow, 
fet11lttn h horn to trouble as tbe/parks Jly u;b7J')ard; 
gOBd Ilien 'are oicr;o bnnhened with t'pirirual :arrd 
t'em~a1 'clift.reifeg in1flie pr-efcm ,Iife\ but {hey refl: 
§rom~'b6'fh tihdt' 'in' heaven. : ., 

, " , ~. , , 
, 

• 

, T'hey refl thboe from, their fpirillhl troubles;, liil 
in rne'mfelvesanll orhas is thei', gredteft trounle, 
bor this. we f<iw'under rhe l.lfi panicular, is removed 
when we arrive at an hOly hea'ven: there they coiu
pla~il '00 more ofrhe hIdings of God's face,Dor fi'c 
~Dder Ihe darknefs and glootn of fpirilual defertLoliS, 
for the (u!.}, of rightedufoefs ever ihinell upon thelia, 
-not ODlyw;rh meridian fplenddr and m.ajefty but 
91fowtth he3lio~in his wings; of confequeuce they 
,nave no in'0T(: doubts of the love of God w their 

, 

{nuls n,Jr cc'ncern left they /)1o'uld not glorify him I, 
the.y reH from thef!! which are by much (heir grea[efl: 
,tt'oim!eo in hem'D, fl1f God is their Jhield and their 
'~kcm!ing~reilt ;rwird. • 

III , " 
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In heaven, :)gaio, good ~en ref!: from I heir tern· 
poral troubles:. they are Dot exercifed 'here wi:,h 
fi):knefs or poverty, with reproach or bereavements; 
JlO, friends meet ill, heaven to part DQ more foreyer, 
their friendfhip grows and increafes there, it giv~s 
daily fre{h. delight and is compleat and perf,cet :ther~ 
js no more desJh there. throll,Rb fear of which many 

, good people are all the-ir life time /il/lje8 to, bQndllf,.i: 
indeed, [hey h)l,e no more trouble then; ot any klQd, 
but all is peace' and joy and teljcity~ 

... •. , , • I 

This is no contemptible part of that fefl which 
remaineth Iq the p~ople of God, for und,er Ih!,:I~.I~riaI9 
and ~ffiietions they often groal1, bemg burden/a; not 
tb:lt tbey w.ould be U Ilclot bed but cMhed upon. {hat 
7110' tality might be fwal!owed lip of life; do'd -ir is 
fecured to the believer hv that word ot God, Rev • • 
vii. 17. For tbe lamb whirh is ill the midjl oj t/j~ 
tbrOilf. foil II feed thcm nnd/h,dllcad them IInto lillinl? 
fountains of watm, Oiid G~d jbal/ 'Ullpe {lWilY alt 
tears from their C)'eJ. 

, 
, 

Fourthly. ,A refl: frem temptation remaineth to 
all the people of God. 

, . 

Saran is the prime rnkr in the great monqrchy qf 
hell 2nd is reDrefellted. io lhe \VOId ot Goll, as {he , -
tlccufe; of the lmth'en ana as .(oing about Me a roar· 
ing lion fedzng whol/~ he mily d~VQlIl: gnod men .n,e 
o(ten vexed wHh hi~ [emp~ '\'ioos here upon ,em'h. 
hut in heaven he never Ihews his ~cq1rled fdce; 
Pis fierydilfrS, wounding to foul alld boJ,y her.e. 
become pointlef~ th€re: how m~c:h fef;\er rhe 
~~l~vol~Ilc~ 9f his: difpofici.on maypror,lpt himr.o 
, B & d ill urb 

, 
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~iRurb the repofe of the bldfed, yet the ability ~. 
raken away from him, for (he voice of the Highe!t 

. ro him is, Hitherto foalt thou con!c and no further: 
he cannot there infufe any bJafphemous thoughts; 
l1e wiJI excite no more murmurings againll: God; 
he will fill us no more with. fears of eternal' ruiD~ 
liar foment·.vicious propenfities wirhin us: the peo. 
pIe of God, fafe under the prote&ion of the great 
eaplain of their jalvation,and rejoicing in the triumphs 
of his love may bid defiance to the power and malice 
p£ Sa tap, and will reft forever from his te!l1ptatioDs. 

'. " ." . . . .' . 

• • 

~ifchly. fieaven is a reft fro~ Qloni&cation a!1d 
{elf-denial. 

The corrqprioo and depravity of the hum:ln heart 
tender men averfe to that which is good and iD~ 
~lined to t~at Which is evil. and this makl:s. many 
dnties of the divine life hard and' difficult to be • 

perfOtllled, whi.le it \s n~ ea[y matter 10 avoid the 
C'lommiffion of thofe crimes to which our pa{fions aD~ 
appetites lead us: hence arifes the neceffiey of felf
den.ial apd mortificatioD, we mull ofrenrimes go ~on· 
nary to our ioclioation when we perform our dUlY, 
We muft difregard toe powerful cravings of fenfuaf 
~ropenfities when we av~id t~e pra&ice of fin. '. 

So nece[ary are thefe duties of mortification in 
the divine life that onr Lord hath faid exprefsly, 

• If any man will be 11IJ difcip!e, let him den himJ:!f 
· and ta~e up his "oft and follow me J here. re
Dl3ins 3n abfoJure neceffilY for [he pra&ice of thefe 
doties fo long as we remain in the body, for fo long 
lbe corrupt nature abides and rewains within us .. ' 

\ ... ~. . . . . . . 
. But 

, l. _ I 



13tH that perfeCt holinefs of which the faints in 
beavl"n are pt.:ffeffcd !al~es away the neceffity for 
the praClice of thefe j they feel there no more in
c1inarion (0 fin nor averfion co holinefs, but their 
• 

dmy is their delight and the fervice of God is their 
higheft . pleafure: they have DO more need of 
croffiog t~eir corrupt inclinations, for Done f~ch 
remain wirhin them i they have no more need of 
flying from temptation, of dilhufiing their own 
bearts, of keeping up fo firia ~ watch over tbem
felves and others; they feet no mote backwardnefs 
to that which is good, but they are conll:andy ani
mared and feel a diVine vigor in [he fervice of God, 
for (hey love him with a fupreme, ullabating affcaioll • 

• 

How folemnly is the declaration of the aponte 
John [0 this purpnfe introduced, Rev. xiv. 13. And 
I beard a 'Voice from heaven, laying untQ me, write, 
bleffid are th~ dead wbich die in the Lord. fr011,l 

henceforth: yea, faitb the !pirit. ibat they may Tefl 
from their labours, and their 'worts do follow them: 
this, my brethren, is the period of the chrifiian race; 
fhis is rhe goal at which, would we be happy, we. 
~I~fi all arrive, l3U.tl 

• • 

Sixthly, A compleat and perfeCk rell: remainetlil 
umo [he people of God. 

• 

There is oot the leafi remainder of fin or forrow 
in heaven: there is nothing there which, in aoy 
fenfe or degree. can diflurb or maieR the .blcffed, f~r 

. every thing is excluded which can give them the. Jcaft 
i;lleaunefs~ or ill any way' diminifu . the pleniludt qf 

their 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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,beir felicity: all is peace and joy and Jove in heaven; 
ahe moa perfea harmonyfubfills am,rng its illhabi
la,Dts, they dwell in everldam~ felicity, dad are p,1r. 
takers of never ceafing pleafures. 

This leads me to fay, 

Seve:nthly, That the rea which remaineth to the 
people of God is everlafiing . 

• 

-Did the faints in glory knnw that their felicity 
Ihoul~ come to a period, they mull neceffarily be 
1)nbappy. for the dread of future eVil, or the appre~ 
benfjoJ) of the. lo(s of prefent good, would imbilter 
or render tallelefs every enjoyment; fuch is the 
~n{ljmtion .of things as that our happinefs mua be 
permanent in 'order [0 its being perfeCt. 

The rell, the felicity therefore which rem~ineth 
to the people of God. is a~ el1erlai1:ing rea. jt {hall 
know no period: as long as their immaterial, immor
tal fpirirs exHl, they (hall be happy: as long as rhe 
eternal Jehovah endures, aq long as he who is tbe 
rock of flf!,fJ, the ancient of d.-zYJ, tbe /ame y~(lerd,1y. /1) 
day and forever abides, r hey fhaH abide v.:ith and be 
hldfed in him, fOi God is their portion and reft, he 
wiH ah:vays continue to {,J(isfy them from rhe fulners 
of his benignity: accordingly the promife m.lrte to 

the people of God, If~jah xlv. '7. is. Bu! flrael /hal! 
be Jlvtd in the l.ord witb an everlafting /lJlvotir;1] :.. 
,e. (hal! not be Iljhamrd nor confounded world witbout 
end.. The happioefs of the flints of God iliall run 
'par\lHe1 Wi1h the longeft time of eternity; they thatl 
nefer more remrc to paiD, to formw nor difhers, 

. ' ellnCA" 
• 

, 
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either temporal or fpiritual, but {hall be aiway's blef
fed in the-enjoymenr of GOG and one another; they 
{hall always ",bide in his pre fence where is jiJlnejs 
of joys and at his right hand where are pleafuril 
, evermore. 

, 

, 

This is indeed an exceeding great and etetnal 
weigbt of glory, a weight fufficient to o¥etpower 
our natural-faculties, for eye hath not ften '1IOr ear , 
heard, neither hat/; it entered into the heart of manto, 
(ancel'vc the great and gkilious things whitE God 
hatb prepared for them that Ivve him; therefore hath 
it become nectffary [har our mode of exiftem:e Ihould 
be changed before we eoter upon it; but deathl when 
1>iewed as an inlroduCtion to this reft, muft ;Je too
fidered as a friend, and infl:ead of fearing his ap
proach, we mufl: long for the time when we ilian 
lie down in the grave, Where tlJe wicked c~lJfe ftlilk 
troubling and tbe 'weary arc forever at rejl. . 

. 

Let us attend now [0 the fecond thing propofed, 'Vit. 

. ' 

11, To defctibe fomething of rhe chai'acrer ()f 
thore [0 whom this refl: belongs, or rather for 
whom it remains. 

Such a, glory, and bldrednefs as we have been 
<1efcribing is nor refer-fed for all men wirhout· any 
difiinCtion, . it is beftowed only upon perrons of a 
particular charaCter, who are denominated in the [ext 

-the people of God ,. fome of the principal parts of 
'heir character we arc now to mention. Ando .,: . ' . -

,. 
'Firft, 

• 
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'tirft, they are c1eanfed from 
. , 

the guilt of nd . 
. 

Sin would unfit them for tile pref('nce and enjoy
ment of an holy G')d, he is of purer eyis than te 
hehold evil and cannot look fJ'2 illiq[{ifl':' no finner 
while his guilt clelves to him can be acceptable in 
[he fight of God or be admined to enjoy the tokens 
of his favor; fin rhen mllfl be laken away or we 
cannot be admitted to tbe left which reinaineth to 
the people oj God • 

• 

The Gofpet of lef~s Chrifl: fhe~vs us how we 
may be clean fed from all oor iniquities and be re-

, (eived as righteons in the fight of God i it points 
out to us his perfea righteoufnefs aDd Jini/hed re
demption as (he ooly and at the flme rime fure 
foundation of onr trufl: and confidence; declaring I'n 
the fl:rongefl: terms that the blood oj 7 e/iu Cbri/l his 

,Jon cleanfetb us fi~m atl}in: this gofpeJ affures U~, 
in equa!ly plain terms, that we mllfl be interetled in 
this righteoufnefs of Chrifl: by fair h and thus be 
united to him or we (ball never enter upon erernal 
l.efl: j we lUUa be juftifiedfreely of God's grace tIm' 
,the redemption there ;) in Chrifl ,fe/us the Lonl, and 
being jufliJied by jaitb mull h(7)e peace iuit/; God 
throu,~b our Lord JejiJJ Chrifl or we {ball never 

, ~hold the face of God in pedce. 

,Secondly, It is another part of the chanCIer or 
tbe people 'of God thar they are renewed aOG 
changed in the [pirit of their. minds. 

Tbe melancholy yet unqueflionable doC'lrine of 
human depravity (hews us the propriety of this ob· 
~vatioD : if lIlankind. are n,ltUi ally a verfe to God 
, ani 

, 
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and divine things, if the fabbarh is a burdl'o; if prayer 
is di(agreeable, if good difcClurft' is un{ilvonry. if 
good men are hateful to Them, if they do not love 
co think nor fpeak of God, then (urely a tot~l chw.:e 
muf!: take place wirhin [hem, before [hey can reLlh 
the eojoymeots of the heavenly world • 

• 
, . 

For the refl which rernaiocth to rhe people of God, 
the very happinef.q of heaV(Il, COlJ1tlts in (llch employ .. 
meot's and enjoy mems a~ thefe; it c(lPfiils in com
muoion wiih God. in acts of devotion dnd prai(e '0 
him and in fellO'vvfhip with the (dints Ot God: Ihere 
are no other employmeots or enjoy il1eot~· thae. none 
theret'ore crlicul.!lcd tor the CQr!l~I, gl,lcelf[' he.ln, 
none but wh,lt would be in Ihl' highelt Legree :·ur
thenfome to it: indeed, men in a nmlr.tI ftdle hdve 
no real defire~ after he:l\'ell pron!=rly cOlJiiJtred, they 
have no relilh fur its enjoY'llcotS. 

, 

,The difpI firiom aor aff. [tinD3. ,he defil('~ and 
purfui[s of [heir I()ul~ mull 111(1 dorf be dl'erecl, or 
they CJO n(\'1 r (,11j .y [hr kinQd()m (It G,.d: d fi('IV 

i12ture mufl be gl\l'n rhrrn, old tbin.~s lIIujl P p 
away 'lil/tbin tbem and {,II tbilif!,s he,'ome !lew. or 

, '-
they can nev,er relilh [h,I( Ipir 1:,l1.,1 enjclYll1eO[ v.'hich 
heaven offers to them: this is an iOlilfpenidble q'Jld 

lification of the people of G(Id, fOl our Lord hun· 
(elf exprefsly ~iTc'ns, }lho iii 3 Veril),. 7,el ily. I jllY 
unto tbee. except a lIlan be bunz again he cannot jee 
fbe kingdom oj God, 

, . 

This leads me to fay, 
• 

Thirdly, Holinefs of heart aod life is an dfential 
part of the charaCter of tho(e to whom I his 
reft remaioeth. 

No 
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• No truth is more frequently or plainly revealed 
in fcripmre than this; it is fdid exprefiy, Hl:b. xii. 14' 

o and holineJs, without which no man Jball foe tbe 
Lord: This holinefs confills in conformity to God, 

.3nd (his conformity, in creatures like us, confifls 
agaio io fimilimde to Jrfus Chrifi, io following his 
example, io walking as he walked, and imbibing his 
{pirit aod temper; exaCt therefore (0 our purpo[e is 
tbat ceclararion of the ar-,)lIle, Rom. viii. 9. Now if 
any man have no! the Ipirit ,!!Cbrifl be is /lone of bis: 
we mufi not only have the fpirit of God. (he fouree 
of all good, wi!hin us, operating upon and renewing 
our n<lllJres, bUl we murt poffefs the frame. lemper 
and difpofi[ion of mind \\hich this bldfed lamb of 
God difcovered while here tlpon earl h: We mllft, 
like him, have a [nrr erne rep-lord 10 God's honcnr, 
we mull hav/' an infioll e aver/ionIa fill, a great and 
c()nflant delight ill (he worlhlp of God. an htarry 
ddi e ot [he welt dre r f m~nl{indj aDd a fincere grief 
for (hI: hardnels of mens hearts. . 

~uch a lemper of mind a~ this will necdT,lrily pro
cure an holy walk and convfrfatioD; il will make 
\1S watLhtul againl1 fill; it wiil render us diligent in 
dUly. II 'Aililedd u~ lO?vnirl tho, moll di!1ant appear
ance rof fvil. and :(1 f,o fi led 'toith tbe /ruitJ ojrigb
telJu(nejj '<!hub He by 'JtJus Chri/l unto the g!1ry and 
,T iJife of Gott: every pace of ! he dj vine fpirit will 
be tOI med within us. ~nd we fhoi! grow in f,,1 cce and 
in tbe know/cd/,e oj our Lord and SavIour 'JejitJCbrifl. 

. I. i, :m infallible (ru,h that none who prevai linlJy 
and h.·h:tnally love fill can {Vcr enjoy [his refl:, [hey 
are exdwled by Ih(' frame and temper of their own 
miolie, (hey ar~ ~)(c1uJed al(o by an exprefs word 
of God, 1 Gor. vi.'9, 10 •. K,!071J ye not that tbe 
. unrigbteout 
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tlnr~~hfeoUi Jhal! 1I0t inherit the kingdom of Cod? lk 
not deceived. llcitber jo'nicators, ll~r idolators, nor 
adultcrerJ, nor effeminate, nor abu/ers of thellyclvcs wit h 
mankind, nor thiel'es, r.or Wi'etoIlJ, 120r (1rrmkarr1s. liar 
levi/cn, nOT n:t&rtiMcrs, Jlal! lIJifl)rit the kingdom of 
God. Let nooe of us then flaller cudelves with hupes 
of eternal lite while: we love antI praCtice anyone 
illiqlliry, let us labor after holy I eans aDd lives ill 
orJer to our enjoy iog an holy hed veu. 
, 

Fourthly, The people of God excel in love. 
Love conflitute~, in one {eofe, the whole of reli

gion j it conGas in wifhiog well to all iD('lligenr ex
iftence, and in defJring the h~ppjners of every indi
vidlldl fo far as this is confifteot Vvllh [he welfare of 
the who I>::: this is the temper uf God himfdf, and as 
we have more than once obferved, in conformity (0 

God cQnfifts the religion of a f;1tionai credlure. 
Love is rhe happiuefs and employment of heaven; 

an i[s inh,lhitan:s Jre filled with love and joy unJpeak
able alld full of glory: they delight ill viewing the 
glo,y of Goj ilnd the happinef, ot each other; each 
pawkes of (he others felicity and feels his own in
ere.fed by it: thl;! Cae: ed ihne of feraphic love 
Cdtc~cS from breall: to breaft i it anim,ues, it warms, 
it iufillnes (he whole celeftial cin:I~. 

Unlers we have,the fpirit of heaven form'cd within 
us here, we ih~H never enjny the glory of heclven 
hereafter; the fpirit of love then mull be formed 
within us here; we murt love the great God wiru 
truth and fincerity. we muft love the Lord Jefos wicfl 
a pure heart fervently: we muit have a panicular 
and {pecial love to all thofe who bear the image of 
(;hrifi, aDd waft beot!volenrly with the welfare and 

. C 3 ba ppinefs 
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happinef~ of all mankind' the chrillian (piri! is 110£ 
~arrow nor confined: ir embLlces in lhe arm,; of irs 
affi'ttion nOI mere-II' thole who rhlllk ao.! fpelk Idee 
it/elL bur ali m;:Il. yea a/l bemgs which are ill a (;jpa.~ 
ci! y 0/ happinds . 

• 
. 

Lov(~ to rhe brethren expreif-'s it[~lf in regard for 
tl-j':1 c "n:) 11'Y all J convt'rfi:iol) .111.1 e(teemIng them 
as in" o:-ellwt ones of the e ITt') in Hl lakin!! p.lrri
Cllj,lr ple~hre in doing good to the hOil/hold 0/ jait/] : 
Love to mtllkind in general difcovers itfelf in kmd 
t!y,ughrs of. render fpeeches about, and charitable 
aai·.)O~ cowards thf'm: if we fay. be ye warmed and 
hI' ye c/o,i/bed enly ; if we fee our bra/bey, if we fee 
~ny mjfera~le obj~a have need and relieve bim 11l1ff, . 
if il is in our po,vcr to rlo fo, we may depend UpOfl 

ir that we h~vc no rell love to mankind, but are iu 
• • 

the g~1l ot bit{eroe[~ anti bond of iniquity. 

All IY\;jlice, envy, wrath, clamour and evil-Cpeaking 
!Ire inl'Onliitent with {he (pint of love. and conre~ 
qlJt'ntly of Chrilr an.l ilea yen : the malevolent, the 

. e'lViuus. {he p.,fIiIJIJ,lte. rhe reveil~cflll, are excluded 
thl"ierore by everlall:ing bars ",nJ bolts from the 
kingdom of glory . 

}<~iflhly, Thnfe for whom this rell: remains arc 
weane.l from the war Jd. 

If their priocipll delight WJ~ l>ere they would not 
relia) he.veo nnr h.'ve ,lOy deliles alrer its refined, 
fpirirul! eoj 'vmenrs: f lprt'me I ve to Gnd an,] the 
'iV'Hld .Ire u'''~rly inco'nrn,ible, for no /JI1/2 can, at the 
fame time-. /frw two JII!I.:lel f: rh{~ whore princjp~I 
defil es, affl:ttluu:> clod purpo[es are placed here ca~.i , , ..', . . . . have 

• 
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have no real detires after anD' her and better world, , 

becaufe here is their God and portion 1 t is an ef .. 
fential parr therefore of rht' chJraCJ:~r of the people 
of God that they are welDed from this world. that 
they are fp,iritual and heaveoly in (he difpofitions and 
purfoirs of their fouls: they are diflingl1ifhed in the 
plaind!: manner from the children of this world. they 
feel themCelves to be at a clif1:ance (rom their home. 
in a foreign kingdom. to the prince of which they 
owe no allegiance: tbey corJ'ejs themfelves to he pild 

grims ,and flran~l'r.r here upon cart/;, and feek a better 
~ollntr)', a city whir b bat b foundations whofe builder 
and maker is r;od ; th~ir cOllwr(atioll is in heavm j 

and (ornerimes when tram Pilgah's lofty lOp they are 
pcr:nifle I to I"ke a tlelighlful Curvey of the Canaan 
b:,i,Jr(~ rhl"lll, ! hey Wlnl and defIrt (0 dtpart and be 
'i.uitb Ch:ift wbirb is much better; they adopuhe 
],.;rll!l'lie of the ~f,JI!Ilill erving ont, Ob tbat 1 had 
WI'I~f Me a dove. /or tben would I J1r:e away ana 
be lit 'til. 

Thefe pms of rhe ehri!1ian eharaCl:er are not 
in leed hfle in perFeCl:!l)u; there are great remain
ders af corrIJpIir)t) In the befl: of men, and this calls 
for the daily exereife of dBt repentance 'which is 
tJl.-fo life never to be repented 0/; under a fenfe of 
thfJ,o thel' look duly upon him whom tbey bave pierced 
tlild /l/1;,IrlZ as one mo:undb ,F1!:./fn only Jon, and are 
in bitternefs as one t.r in bitternefs for a fi~(l-born. 
an] 0fren mIke nfe of the Id!H;llage of Job, I have, 
hel",f of thrt' by tbe IJearinc~ of tbe ear, but now mine 
c)'<' {t,t!! b 11m 'UJ/JeJ e(ore I ab/w m.v(e'l/ a1!d repent' 
in 'fit'! 11,'ld "Ihes, Bltltd 'lre they tb,lt mourn in this 
'tV H/ (!r t :Je)' fhl/I! be (0111/01 tc:,I and tor {aeh mourmn 
ffJ Zion Lbere remaincth all everlafting ref!:. ,,' 

IMPROVEMENT, 

, 

, , 
• 
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· 1 M PRO V E MEN T. 
!lidl, How thankful ought the p~ople of God [0 

be that .this relt remaine.th unto them . 

If rell is pleafant [0 the weary upon eanh,and l hofe 
who impart it to orher~J are beloved and efleemed oy 
them, much more will this relt ot hedven be pkall'lt 
to the believer, and much more rh.mkful will f)cj be 
10 [hcgood God Who ha.h provided It tor him . 

While we medicate upon this ghrit)u~ rell we 
· ihould confiJer !hJt we h"ve natl\(dily no right 10, 
nor claim OpOD it; [har it w~~ the Iree, rich m~r.::"y 
of God in Je.fUg Chrill which hHh procured it U'\(O 

\lS, and that he freely beltows it upon all WIIO wrll 
· Il=cepr it ! Sl.\rely, my breI hren. if we had a proper 
fenfe of rhe value and importance of rhis rell, if we 
meditated more upon if, if we had m::lre dcfires afrer 

ojt and had any earnefl: of it in our heartS~ we {hould 
be filled with gradtude and rhankfulner.~ ro rhac 
Jich grace of God which hath purchalcd for and 

-aefiowed UPO!! us fuch an ineftimable inheritance! 
• 

Secondly, What a fuppon is the confideration rbt 
(ach a ref!: rernainelh for ihem, to rhe people 
of God. under all the trials and diltrdfes of 

, the prefent life • 
.. We can endure labor much more p:itiently if we 
h~fe the profpeCt of fpeedily entering upon re ft. 

· aoo if Ihis ref!: is a reward and conf"qufnce of Ollr 

labor jt will fuppon and animate llS 1\) j[: [he u a· 
: veller fullains with patience all the fatigues of his 
journey becaufe he hope~ to come to irs end at 1~1l, 
iU,ld the laborer toils lhroug~ the day wit boUt mu~· 
. -. IllUfmgl 

-

-
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. mUring, becaufe ~e knows that he fhall lie ~own to 

Teft at night, and that the fleep of tbe.labormg '/1/(ltz 

is fumt. 

And if this is the cafe with earthly things} if the 
profpect of a little temporary reft to the body can 
fuppon us under the toils and fatigues ot life, how 
much more !hall the profpe8 of e!crna I tefl and eafe 
fupporr us under the trials and affL8ions which it 
is necdfary for us to pafs through here in order to 
our 2dmittance to it: Surely, my brethren, the 
luffirings of tbis prefent time, are not worthy to be 
compared with that glory whzch ./hall be revealed! 
What are thefe light afHiaiolls, which indeed for the 
preCeDe are not joyous bur grievous. when we con
fider that they {hall work our for us a far more 
exceeding and an erernal weight of glory? Shall 
we murmur againft God for fending thefe Ihings 
upon us, when they are abfolUtely nece[ary in order 
to our being admitted 10 glory? What are [hey all 
when brought in competition with the rell which 
remaineth to the pe(jple of God f Shall we DOl e(]dure 
with patience thai labor I."'lich is nece[ary in or
der [0 our relifhing t~is relt? Surely we may fay, 
welcome pain. welcome forrow, welcome ficknefs, 
welcome poverty, welcome bereavement~, yea wel
come death itfelf, if this will but introduce us to relt! 
We may nOt complain of any pan of the pror:efs which 
our divine phyfician fees it D('ceffary for us to pafs 
through in order 10 cleanfe m f.om our fpfrirurll 
difeafes and prepare us for a flate of everlalli!Jg 
heahh: we may not complain of Goo for hiding his 
face from llS a few days and hours now, when we 
know that we /hall dwell forever in his pr~(ence, 

. where if julnifs of joys and at bis rigbt hand where 
are 

-

• 
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tire pleo/tireS evermore! The evening of tell: is 
approaching- faft upon us, leI us then endure with 
patience [he labors of (he day I 

Thirdly. Let ris all be folicircius not to fail of 
th is reft ! 

lr is it caution given m by the apor1le in our con
text, l.~t u~ therefore fear leJl a pro1llift being ieft ul 
of cnterzng tnta his reft, any of you jljould feem to come 
/hort of it f , 

, 

This caution may be applied 10 thofe who have fet 
out in religion, and [0 thole who are) er in their fin's. 

, 

Let the firfl: be careful of apo(bcy: Many a man 
hath fet OUI fair in reli~ion, ha rh harl reafon him-

~ 

{elf and given caure to o(bers ro think rha'r he would 
be an ornament to his profl"ffioll, who h~t h nevcrthe
lefs relUlned like tbe d~~ to hs 'vomit, and like the 
Jow to her wa/l(;wing in the mire,: ) ou are rCrtdy 
[0 hope {h~t you have a promife of enreripg into thiS' 
reft; 1 lluil in Gnc i you have fo; do not nevenhe
]efs boa!! now tba/1'oil arc girding on the barne)! as 
thou b yw 'UJete pLlttlng i. off: be diil:ruaflil of' [he 
fireng'h and vigor of your own refollltions i depend 
UP"fl the grace of Chrift aDd walk circnmfpe8ly 9 
indulge not to any thing in the temper of your 
minds, or in the tenor of your lives, which is incon
fiftcD! with the fpirit and temper of heaven: labor 
more and more after this fpirir, and knowing that 
your labor foall not be in vain in the Lord, beftedfafl. 
immovable, ftlwaYi abounding in his work. 

An offer of the enjoyment of this glorious reft is 
made, my hearers. to every fan of Adam who hears 
if the Gofpel: Done is excepted from it" nor caI'lt 

any 
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-any abe oe hindered from eojoyinglt but by his 
own perverfenefs and obfiinacy, fo that there is a 
r,fomife made even to you of entering into this reCt, 
]f you will comply with the propofals of the gofpel. 

And now; Sirs, let me warn, let me folemnly 
caution you againfi neglecting thefe offers and com ... 
ing Chon of this refl: Your imaginations cannot 
conceive of its greatnefs and glory, it is olfered ta 
you, to you even though you may have been the 
chief of fiuners: you have long neglected ann de
fpifed thefe offers. you have been fnqIJently warned 
againll: doing Ihis, I now give you one folemn warn
ing more (perh~ps it may be the Idft which you will 
ever have) and befeech you to embrace thIS glorious 
eJfer and !O be afraid of coming Chart of ·chis. reft. 

A dreadful alternative is propofed to you if YOIl 
do not embrace ihis offer! it you will not glorify 
the mercy of God. you muft and will glorify his 
jl1!tice! if you do OOt fpend an happy eternity with 
God and the Jpirits if juJl men mafic perfell ill 
heaven, you muO: fpend a milerdble one with devil:l 
and damned fpiri(s in hell. 

It is high time [hac you awoke out of fleep anel 
attended to thefe things j the hour of death is ap
proaching faft UpOD you; your friends, your neigh
bours and acquaintance die away one afler anOlher 
from you, and your [Um will foon come and you 
JtlUft eorer on the eternal and invifible world, be 

• 

exhorted therefore to prepare for this folemn hour, 
to (ecure an imerefi in the great aronement, to im
bibe the fpirie aDd live the life of heaven here, 
and then you filall affuredly enter upon the rdl: 
Which remained) to the people. Qf God • 

• 

D Fourthly,. 
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Fourthly, What a fuppC'lrt i~ it Il~der the lors of 
chrillian friends to ref1d't thaI tlmc rcmainetb 
a reft to the people of God. 

Thev ate gone from all th~ J~bQrs and farrows 
a1Id troubles of thIs lite to the enjoyment of eternal 
peace and refl tn heaven! I hey know no mere fin 
nor affliction, but behold the nnvd/ed face of the 
" 

glorious Immanuel, are transformed :l1to his Iikcnefs 
and refleCt his glory in the celcttial paradife! 

. 

Shall we then willi them (0 relurn again ro the 
prefent forrowful Hate? carr we delire that they 
thould exchange the rell: of beayetl for the labor, 
[he felfdenial and mortificiltion of [he prefeot wOlld ? 
or can we mourn their eorrallce on eternal felicity? 
in the arms of their Jelt}) they enjoy uninterrupted 
flappinefs and look down wi,h infillire contempt upon 
thiS world ~nd all that rr affords; '(0 wdh them 10 

return then would argue fdri(hnefs in us ; let this 
thought [uppor! llS under bereilveme!1tS, le~ us not 
mourn as t bo(e who have 110 hope, but let us be com .. 
forred for our chrifli<lo dead. 

Such confolations and fupportS have we, my bre
thren, under the lors of that eminent (ervwr of Goa 
and faithfut minill:er of JeCus Chrifl: who was laken 
from your head this morning! we hdve (he fulldl: 
ground of confidence and hope that he is entered on 
the refl wbicb rtTlJaineth to the pt'ople of God, and 
thaI he is reaping (he rewards ot a f~itbtul fervalll: 
in Go~'s heavenly kingdom. 

Anrl mw we not·im~f'ine th,lt his gentle, plac:d. 
. gloriou~ (pirie is h.lking down \Vi~h complacency 

upon 
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upon his beloved people at this hour! how do \V~ 
know but that departed fpirirs are permitred at fome 
times to be wilh and obferve rhe fiare and circum
fiances of their furviving friends! how do we know 
but [hal their fpirirs h.lve inrercourfe wieh O1]r OWD, 

alrhough in a way infenflble [0 us r at leafi: we 
may cherHh [he pleafi.ng imagir.atioD, for it ferves tG 

foothe and compofe our grief 1 • 

. I am very fenlib Ie that I am inadequlte to the 
talk of ddinearing the char,![ter of your beloved 
paflor 1 neither my age nor ahili(ie~ render fuch all 

employment proper for me, but yuu mUll allow me, 
in gratltude to the friend of my father, to the guid~ 
of my own yoUth, to the wMchful guardian of th~ 
feminary where I had my eclllc~:jon, .mJ the orna
ment of rhe IOwn wl1ere 1 tpene my elrliefl: days, 
ro atrempt it, relying upon rhe :dli[td~ce of heavea 
and [fulling 10 your caildor to cxcu[e my failings. 

HE fphere in which Dr. EL I 01' moved was 
fo cOllfpicuous as [hac ~.v-~ry m~!1 of difcer n

men! was capable of forming a judg~nene as to his 
abilities: his genius was I.Jot (It [hat kind which. 
fuews much more than it roK,jf~s; it W~~ folid. 
penetrating and exrenfivej it was adapted to (Jdr fO 

the heights of fcienre, as well as to delight itfelf 
with the milder {[udies of the polit~ arts • 

• 

• 
" 

The bell oMural abilities will not (hine unlefs 
they' are accompanied with the advanrages of edu~ 
cation: the unformed mind, likerhe lInpolifhed dia
mond, poffdres much more value than i[ olppears to. 
haye: Education theretare is of the g[~a[eit confc:-

. D? (I,licnee: , 

• 
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quence in order to adapt men for public ufetulnefst 
and this advantage was indulged [0 and improved by 
rhe great and gOOd ipan whom we this day lament! 
~e gave himfelf [0 his fiudies, he {pared no pains to 
furnilh his mind with t~e beft knowledge human 
2nd divine, and arrived at a period in fcience which 
many have fought but few have llttailled: having 
Rperated himfClf, hejougbt and intermeddled with all 
Inow/edge. but he was Dot a pedant nor fo fwallowed 
up with it fenCe of his own fuperiority of knowledge 
as to fcorn imparting it to others: on the contrary, 
baving it remdkable facility in communicaring his 
~deas, he opened the treafures of knOWledge io pub,,;, 
lie and privdl e, and rejoiced [0 find them re~eive~ 
With avi~ity aod i~proved tp advantage. 

. Neither the gifts of narure, the endowments of 
reafon, oor the acquifitions of art would, in hi~ 
view, have fitted him for the work of the miniftry, 
Iud 001 his heart bee~ feafoned with the grace of 
God: he early felt rheimpreflions. of fedons reli~ 
gion upon his mind i thefe were cultivated and im
proved by i diligent aDd conftanr walk with God, and 
hi! path. like rh~t of [he jut1, fhincd more and more 
unto tbe pc,JeCl day! his continual brearhings after 
the fpirit of the go(pel, his confiant endeavours tQ 

imitale the example of his divine redeemer, his r€lilh 
for ferious godlinef$, his regard for thofe whom be 
~fieemed good Inen. his love to the houfe and or
dindDces of God, dnd hiS earoefi endeavours to pro
mote the ioterefts of the redeemer's kin~clom, were 
plain evidences that he loved the Lord Jefu~ in fin
~erity, and was really under the influence of the 

., ~ lS 
, . 

-
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This love to the Lord Jefus Chrift and a regard 
to the fou!s of men, we have every reafon to believe 
induced him to enter upon the work of the minifl:ry : 
this work was his delight, in it he (hone with difl:ia
guifued )ull:re, and this formed one of [he brigbte!l: 
parts of his amiable and illuflrious charaaer. ' 

Some of you, my brethren, remember his early 
~ppearances in the facred deik, you remember how 
earnefl:ly you coveted fnch excellent gifts and with 
what an unanimous confeDt you called him to the, 
paflora) care of this church as a colleague with the 
Rev. Mr. Webb, whofe praift is frill in theft churches. 

, 

Early deprived of his venerable affiff:ant, he had 
the weight of this large congregation laid upon hi$ 
ihoulders: he was fenfible of the bur!heo, he fome
times groaned under it, but his regard to God and 
his affeClioD for you carried him through all his dif
£culties, and he chearfully employed hi~ time, his 
talents. his opportunities in yopr fervice. 

, , 

HIS public performances were always excellent ~ 
remember you not, my brethren, with what an ele
vated devotion, with what a grateful variety of per
.finem elipreffion he would addrefs [be throne of gracef 
at fome times, efpecially when celebrating the pecu
liar myl1:eries of our holy religion. he would feern 
as if the veil was taken from before his eyes, as if 
heaven and its glories were bared to his view and he 
wHhed for the wings of a dove that he might fl.~e 
;lway and enjoy the fum of that blif, whereof he had ' 
here the earn ell: ! unconfined to rorms, let the be-
~afiol) ~~ what it wo~ld~ he would pray with fuch 
. • " pertinency 

, , . 



( 30 ) 

pertinency, fluency and fervency as evidenced plainly 
(hat he was no {hanger at the throne of grace, but 
lhat he maintained a daily, intimate convetfe with 
God his maker. " 

HIS ~erm:ms were univerf~lIy admired j he pof. 
feffed a mof!: happy talent of arranging his thoughts 
and expreffing them in a plain. elegant, nervous milO

ner: When a man heard him prelch, he would always 
think that thi~ was the very way in which he would 
have wHbed to cAprefs himfelf, had he been called 
(0 fpeak. UpOll the fame fubjcCf : he clifcol'ered 110 

deugn. to work upon the paffiolls; his ddcotllfes were 
plain, pathetic and animated, WirhoU! diofe lirained 
defcriptioDs, and intemperate exprefij,)os which nan
{eare"the .ferious mind; and yet [llell was his mlnner 
as' that many have obferved, no man could {()ooer 
move' (heir affetHons: you never knew him have a 

• 

carelefs, inattentive audirory; every eye would be 
fixed Ilpon him' and every ear woule! be open to 
imbibe the ingenious and. iollrutlive truths whicQ 
difti!led from his lips file rain upon the mown grafs. 
as flowers that water the earth: this might· be 
owing in' a degree, perhaps, to the dignit y, (he 
gracefulnefs and unJff~aed fervor of his deliv('ry; 
that it was not wholly fo is evident from the cffi£l: 
of perufiog (he many excellent difcourfes which, 
thanks be to God, he hath lett publi111ed behind him i 
by which, being dead, we may }'e~, as it were, hear 
him fpeak.· 

HE believed and preached the diflinguifuing 
doCtrines of the gofpel of the grace of God, and it 
w~~his cO!1fiant det.ermiuatiQn to know n~thiJ'lg among 
. me,'! . 

• 
• 

• 
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men /ave jejiu Ch'ifl omj him crucified j bilt his fer-:
mons were nt"Ycr tilled with tUlious lIlvtchves agalnA: 
(hofe who diifaed tram him: conrroverfial fubje8s, 
as much as puffi !)Ie, he Ii vutded, t hiuking that they, 
by 110 means. tended ro tbe uje of edifying: he 
preached the plam, praCtical Joett ines and pre"ccpts 
of the chrirtian religion i he f~t thefe before men in 
a cODvincin g. affeCting pOint of view, calculated (0 
alarm the c3relefs and quicken the tardy, without 
auy of that bineroefs ot religious zeal which hath 
fo often difgraced the aiferrors and preachers of the 
religion of love: he was at the funhefi difiance from 
bigotry, aDd daily m'lnifefied that charity 'which 
hopttb all tbing! and belicwtb all ibing! . 

• 

CathoJicifm formed a principal part of Dr. Eliot's 
chara&er. he wa~ nor or tlw narrow, fordid temper 
which can embrace none but thofe of irs own parry; 
he was properly a lover of mankind, he embraced 
within the arms of his chriflian· affeCtion all thore 
who appeared to have an honeO: regard [0 reiigiclls 
(ruth, Jet [heir reners or modes of worfbip be what 
they would; and p[JJLIL:d [he happy talent of recur
log meos affection and el1eem while he oppofed their 
favourite noriom. 

B r s conduct in difchargjng the more private doties 
of his mioifierial fUi}{tion, caulcd him Co be rcve
reo~ed by all his people; in his privare vifits he 
maintained the digoit y of the milliner, while he dif
covered the politenefs of rhe gentleman and the alfa
biJity of the friend ~ he carefully avcijed f1:iffricfs 
on the one han~ and levity all [he other: his piety 
fat eafy upon him, he difcl,H'(;red no ofienta!iotJ of 

thii 
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this nor of his abilities, but would fieal inffl'uciio~ 
Upon us in a way fo gentle, and yet fo prevalent that 
. Wve felt he had done us good e're we perceived the 
method he took to do fOI 

• , 

HE was evet ready to ;jilt and fyrnpathize with 
the .fick and affliCted among his fiock, and perhaps 
the diforder of which he died was occafioDcd by his 
performing fuch a Jabor of love! his counfels [0 the 
tick and the dying were always adniirably adapted to 
their fituation, and while he mingled his rears with 
thofe of his people who were called into affiiEtion. he 
would drop thofe pious ad vices which would fieal 
infenfibly upon their minds ~nd footh them into 
patience and fubmiffiOD • 

• 

Two events, in the life of Dr. E:liot, manifefted 
in the plaineft manner, his regard for his flock and 
his refpeCf to that which he efteemed to be his dUty ~ 
fome years fince, the corporarion of Harvard College, 
convinced of his abilities, of his prudence and ad~ 
mirable fpirit of government, elected hiln to be Pre~ 
tident of that Society, but he viewed h im(elf to be 
under fuch obligations to his own people as rhM he 
declined the honor: he could nor think of breaking 
off the connexion which had fo long and fo happily 
fubfilted between them, but expre[ed his earneft 
dcfire to live and die their minil1er. . 

The other event rook place at the time when the 
common enemy of America was in poffeffion of this 
IOwn, and had compelled (he inhabitants either ra 
remain under a military government or to go out , 
and leave their effeCts behind Ihem: it fo happened 

. that 
, 

• 
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.ihat it number of his p~ ri Ihioners, as well as many 
belonging to other fccirties, ",ere cblign iO ldJ (f ; 
they joined in earl1efily requdlir.g hn:' Ih~t he 
would remain and comiort them in the IJCliji: if their 
bondage, as they fl1ppdrct be. mj~h( co \\ Iii j"te 'y: 
his inclination led him 10 go oilt, his ian,ily v.ere 
gone before him, and he knew that a long and w 
his tender mind, a tedious Jepnaticn fr<'m (h:m 
would be the conffqUtDCe cf his larqio? : in this 
{lilemma he aiked [he a(1v"icf of his frifllur- ann ad
drdred the thrcoe of grace tor dirdriol1; at. id!~ ill 
he concluded .that it wa~ hif cu:} roJii/if fjJUliclZ 
with the people of GGa who rtrnainec1 111 (0\\[:, ilr d 
in the cpinicn ot m~n} troe "'<l~: flO periN: (/ h~ 
life in which he W35 ItOTe <mimntly uftlni : Ie 
appeared then (0 be nere diler-gaged ,trw' ,he 
world, to have dearer vi(\\~ cf ('i\'int th;r ~:. '.nd 
firmer confidence in [he ~rcm!fe~ of rhe r,clrd rll,n: 
he had evn had be/ole: he ca!wly . (U:til{(\ (,he 
dejxivarion of the pJeafum of dcuitflick lite. wiro all 
[he difirdling folicj\udr~ avd O<ITD11pS cI Ihar rr}ing 
feafoD, and was fh~ti,g in the Iud md 11, tie /17ur if 
his might: he minifltled to his ImLds 2[,(1 pte pk on 
the tGwp, l~e minifiered alro to hi~ C( lIOI" nlf n \11.0 

. were taken by the enemy end \\ no '\fte- ((I!fir.fd~· 
amidfi ficknefs and wcnn,ls, in prifen; he \\!is cun
fiantly employed in dcing geed 8nd in (ollljorting 
others with the fUM wl/c/aticl/.; w/;ert'i.oitb he him
Iell was am/crIed of God: the malice of Ihe enemy 
againfi him was ftfilained, ?nd when we eDlerf~ 

.Ihe [own we beheld him once more; wirh joy and 
iranfport : it is not eary to dcfcribe, though we can 
all remember, Ihe pleafure and farisfaCtioQ whiCh 

. ;,IJa( meeting gave us! Bm to return. , 
E A!1 

• 
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·as be adorned a cotifpiellOus Ration and' his abiii.; 
des were univerfiilly known and acknowledgt'd, he: 
~as muc~ improved in the fervice of Ihde- churchesp 

for whofe~nfii!U,ion he had an inviolable reverence, 
and whore interefis he confiamly hb!Jrt:d to promole : 
hi~ brethren in the minillry loved and elle~meG him: 
his advice was univerfll!y foushr aod followed, his 
acquainrance conrred, and his labo,s accepied among 
hJiDifier~ of every denomination in this ilod ill other 

• • '(ount neSt 

Seofibfe that he eoulJ in no better way /hew his 
tfite'rn far the ioHitnrions of our veoerabte aoeeflorst 

tir his regard ro (nefe churches, he watched over the 
tollege wirh the tenderefl care: he early became ae .. 
'quaiilttd with its imerefis and circumfianees, he was 
'early 'employed in its bufinefs, and paid a c10fe and 
'Particular 3ttemion [0 it: his mind was confhntly 
einployed in devifingtbeans for its profp.erity, and all 
his 101ereft at home and abroad was made ure of (0 

procure it benefactors: did it fulfer ioffes and need 
. affitlance; he was ready fo excn himfelf to rhe utmoO: 

cfhis power to repair them, and procure ruch dona
tioos as £Muld render irs latter end better than it's 
lugilming: his exerrions, in common with others rhe 
-governors of that, fociery. 10 procure the prefeDt 
elegam library and apparatus af[er the deftruCtion of 
.the former, are Rill remembered with affeCtion anJ 
gratirnde by the friends of that foeiety! it is well 
known that he chearfully expended his time and his 
labor in. order to promote its profperity. . 

lntrufted hy the fociety errCted for that purpore 
.10 Great Britain, he labored indefatigably to promo!c 
'ille (;or.vcafion ot '·he Datives of this land; he took 

• 
Pdm~ 

• 



pains to find out fultabJe laborers to fend out into 
this part of the Lord's harveft, and they are read, 
w cefl:ify to the folicirude which he manifefl:ed for 
their comfort as well as his watchful care over ,h~ 
;nrerefl: of the charity. 

~ . 
It was ao obfervable parr of the chara&er of thig 

great and good man, that whenever he was emploved 
in puhlic bufinefs of any ldod, he exerted himfelf 
with the fame diligence, (dre and indullry as if it 
had been his own c honf'll: at heart and a8:ive iQ 
difpofirion, he w~s n.ot IMbful in hujiY/cfi bllt fuvent in 
/pi,;t ler7Jin~ the LOr(i! poffdfed of inviolctble, iqc()r" 
ruprible inregrity, his friends <lod rhe public felt their 
imerells to be as fafe in his hands as in their own. , , ,. 

It would be iojuflice to his character not to ell!<! 
~Jare th,~t he always wi/hed well to the inrerelts of 
his cOtiotrYf and was ~ real, he~!fy friend to the free"! 
,419m, the peace and independence of America. . 

, , 

His knowledge of mankind, and his intimate ac~ 
,quaintance with the ruling principles of human con:, 
dua, rendered hi,m pot only ufeful but agreeable: 
his acquc!intan~e was large, all of who~ v~lued 
and efteemed hiIIl, With tendernefs ~nd fefp~a!, 
lhangers who have been imroduceg t() him, \lcr¥ 
always ready to acknowledge that ~e hpnqr(!d hi~ 
profeffi,op and country: tew men have ~,!te~ their 
part fo well upon. the human nage. and fewer ftill, 
have (,:onciliatcd (UGh univerfal eficem. 

Bur, in th~ inrim~cies of priy;!te fdend/hip anti· 
feleet converfation, he fuone with peculiar luftre: a. 
warm hem, an heart formed for all tile pleafures ,mel 
t!I~li~cies of Ibis great balm of hUmaD life, caufed' 

. E.2 W~ 
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11im to relifh the enjoyments of friend!hip to tb~ 
highefi degree: he had no referves with his friends~ 
he treated them with an unconUraioed freedom; 
he entered iOlo their view~, he made {heir joys and 
forrows his aNn, and lived with [hern io' fuch a . " 

n .. ,mner as to lead tbem to view their connexion 
\yirh him as the gredrelt happinefs and enjoyment 
of their lives. 

Bu: ler us change the fceoe a little and view hi~ 
conduct and behaviour in bis family relations; and 
here he manifefied that he W.lS of [he character of 

" 

a g(Jpei hijhop, who mufi rule his own hOlfo well : 
In his conduct [0 Mrs. Eliot he ever" difcovered a 

• • 

m:;nly tendernefs and a warm affection: he always 
th .. \led an earnetl folicitude for the everlar1ing wel
fare of his children, he educated them in the nUYQ 

tUre and a.dlllon~tion of the Lord, and (pared no ex
pence nor felf·deniai to make them ureful an~ 
hilppy in the world: his affection was returned by 
his t'hildren, and at rhe f~me rime they did him re~ 
'Verence! May God Almighty blefs them all! may 
they rememher dlC many pious and urdul admoni
tiong which they have recrived at the hands of 
their taij}el ! may thofe efpecially who are in, aD~ 
\\pho are defigned for [he work of [he minifiry, 
follow him a, he followed Cbrin, and maya double 
{pirit qf Elijdh defcend and refi on thefe Elifuas! " 
" " 

"This was [he character of Dr. Eliot while he 
lived, and he died in a manner becoming fuch a 
lift'! his fun fer witbou! a cloua! from his lid!: 
feizlITe he Viewed his dife~te as morral: hefet his 

IS 
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his children and friends, with that firmners of mini 
which wa~ ever a dillinguiUling part of his charaCter, 
~nd which arore not from natural but from chrifiiall 
and gracious principles! in his difcourfes upon hi~ 
deJtb bed, he always expreffed an unllBken fairh iQ. 
[hofe glorious doetrines of tbe gr2.ce of God which.. 
he had preached unto others, and his firm, yet hum'! 
ble confidence in the merits of the redeemer! re-- . 

, 

figned co the will of God, oay eager after his 
prefence and the enjoyment of his glory. he woul~ 
frt~quendy breathe out the pious ejaculation; com~ 
J-ord :Jefus, com,- quickly, why are thy_emmat wheels' 

Jo long ill coming? and with a folemn me~age to hi~ . 
beloved people on his lips, he el\pired ! 

Thus lived and thus died the great and fhe good 
Dr, Eliot, a man univerfally efteemed and lamented! 
furely we may call after him, my father, my fathcr', 
the chariots of Ijrael and the hor(emen thereof! and 
cry, belp Lord, for the godly man ccafeth, the faith
ful fait fi 0711 among the children of men,] , 

And now, my friends and brethren of this fociety, 
YOll will give me leave co urge upon you thofe 
confiJerarions which the irnpreffions made upon. 
your minds by the recent death of your beloved 
milliiter, have rendered immedia[ely proper and may 
therefore be efpecially ufeful ; I may not fail to 
flir up your pure minds by way of remembrance to 
thew kiodllefs and renderoefs to [he large and worthy. 
family of your deceafed paftor! he is gone from you 
forever, and you are farrowing lIIofl of all this day 
that you !hal! foe his face no more!' but he hath left 

an 
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to YOIl he hatb cOlI\mitted tbern. prererfe th~ 
.. (~cred depofit and manifeft your regard for the dead 

6y your kindnefs to th~ Jiving ! * 
•• 

But I have f0!1u'!thieg of yet more imPortance to 
~eDtioll to /ou~ fomething which were yo~r beluved 
pallor DOW to !:ppear before you chd in t!1e dread 
babiliffi~nts of the grave, he would urge ~pon you 
with infinitely more :.:ea\ dnd earoeilnefs. ano r ha~ 
~ that you remember how you have ,eceiv~d a/ld 
fJeard and improJe arighr. and I am confirmed in 
~his by th~ me[f"ge whic:l he. this morning, let! for 

[0 delirer to YOll. tell my peopie. faid the explr
faint, t.hat I have ever preacbed to thenz the 

pure and the genuine doClrines ?/ the J!.cfpel. a,nd they 
(Ire my lupport, my only fop port and comfort at tbis 

. f . .see, my brethren, how a chrifliao Colll 

die, an~ fee (he w.~rlll(h of affeCiioD which your 
lPioil1:~r ~a~ (Of you. for thefe were the lall word$ 
9/hich ever he fp~ke! inqeed. there Qever was ~ 
people favoure4 with ~ kind~r frie~d in a paftor 
than you.have he en ; you have never wanted ferious 
lnd faithful warningsa ftroog aqd fervent exhorra~ 
lioQs toqlli~kel1 yoqto fee~ afler that rell: which 
Jemaine~h to the people of God ~ with what ea,meft~ 
~efs Qm~ you neard your deparrerl mioifter, from 
.his v~ry place, plead with you 10 attend to the thinK! 
'Whic4 cQnce'fI your evorlq(line,peace (lefore (hey arp 
/Drner hi(/jJ~fl from J~ur ~y'ej I . how has he poure~ 

out 
It The anthor is exeeecHngly happy in informing the pljblil; 
, that the generolity whic~ was il1ways !hewn hy his p~ople 

to Dr.. Eliot, while alive, hath been continued to his family 
finc\! his deceafe. May Go~ reward the~ fQt t.4eiJ §j.Jl~ •. 
• ~fs to the h\lwe t)f hit [enant. . 

• 
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ont his very (oul before you and trtJ'fJlJiltd i'a 
birth again till Cbrifl wm formed in .you! it is to 
be feared rhar be hath plcllded ill vaio with man, 
of you, that (-hetr infeofibility to the great things of 
God and religion hath drawn many a btner 6gh. 
many a palnlul rear from him, when none were. 
(\rirneffes but God and his own foul: h-e is good 
whf're be will be troubled no more with your urr
bc lief dnd hardnefs of heare, bUt do Y01l mean that all 
his tiirhfu\ labors, warnings agd reproofs fhould be 
loll upon you? you parred "vito your minifter in 
love and affetlion, rio you mean to meet him as yO\11' 
ilccofer at the bar of Chrill ? for well 'as he lovea ' 
you, if you do nor attend to that religion whiCh h~ 
fo earnefHy inculcated UPOll you. he will be a fwifr 
witne(s againlt YOll in Ibat day [ and can you endure 
the thought of th;s! you find it hard parting wirh 
h,im now. how much harder wit! it be co fee him 
mOt1D'Tllg to rhe realms of glory, while you feel your .. 
felves flaking into the horromlefs pit! ' 

Th& confiderarione are nor laid before yon to' 
your alfeaions only, bur in order [hac the. 

death of your minifier may be fo improved by you 
as (0 do you good. tha~ you may remem·ber ,he 
pious warnings and infhuCHons which you have-fQ 
ofrell heard at his mouch and feen in his egample~ 
barh in public and private, that you may, like himj 
die .the, death of the ,~~hleouJ, and your latter end may 
be like his. that tbus yon moy. with him, enjoy the 
Tefl wbich remaineth to the peopfe of God. 

Let chri!l:ialls remember, for their comfort, thar the 
time is {hort, that they are ballening to the glorious 
r~1l: upaa which we have been meditating, that their 

feparation 
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(eparation from their beloved iniiliffer will be very 
fhon! let them anticipate th'e joy which I hey thaU 
feel when they join the general tlJ/~lJibly and church 
oj the fll/lbo,:n on high, then again [0 fee and embrace 
him without any of thofe lets or incumbrances which 
prevented their perfeCt communion Hod fellowfhip ill 
the prefent life; oh, my brethren, merhinks I fee 
your beloved' pallor coming from the ga reg of the 
new Jerufalem, with ~ crOWn of righreouff)ef~ upon 
his head; with a golden ,harp in his hand,{O haiJ your 
approach to ineffable i'elicity, ro congratulate your 
entrance upon the paradlfe of God! merhinks 1 hear 
the raprnrous falutations which he gives his children 
in Choft, and behold with what ple2fure he pi efentS' 
them to the great he~d 0f rhe (hmch, laying. here am 

• 

1 and the children which tbou ba/l graclOufly gh'en 
me! .but 1 drop the curtain, it j, liot for mortal eye5' 
to pry into the bowers of Paradire! we mull wait 
am this mortal foal! have put on .immortality, (A11a. tbi.f· . 
~rruptib!e put on incon uption ! 

Finally, brethren, may th is {olemn and affeCting. 
difpenfation be fanetified to the bereaved family and 
flock, (0 our college, to this town, and to all the 
churches of God! may we find that -meat c017utb oui 
If tbe eater and jweetlle{s out Of tbe jlrong. thil this 
precious fervant of thrill did more good and bronght 
more home to God in his death {han in his whole. 
life, and that we are all ql1ickned hereby to fee~. 
ifcer the Tefl wbich remaineth to the people of G~d ! 

A MEN. 
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