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Advertifement,

T HE following Difeourfe contains oxly

plam and prattical refleliions : When it
was compofed and delivered, the author bad
no thought of its publication, and be fhould not -
bave confented to it now, had it not have been
for the earneft defires of fome friends whom
be could neither difoblige nor deny.

The charalter of Dr. Eliot, it may well be
Suppofed, was not delyvered with the reft of
the Sermon: 1t 15 added now at the particular
defire of the fame friends, and the author could
wifh that i it be had done more juflice to this
eminent fervant of God, or that the duty had
been performed by a more capable band : 1
wants elegatice but not truih; of this every
man who kncw the fubjed of it mufl be con-
wvinced. The whole difcourfe 1s confecrated to
the bonor of God and the memory of a man
whofe character the author,to his lateft breath,

amult effecn and revere !
ﬁ ﬁ ?-‘J‘h; - f.} " :'J :-”‘ Awr 4&4!}’7*
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HEeEBREW S iv. Q.

There femaineth therefore a refft to tne
peaple of Ged. |

=== HE fabbath of God is a day of reft; in it

#  the good man retires from the world, he
R. . unbends his mind from fecular engage-
ments and fixes it upon God and divine things ; its
return will always give him pleafure, for it is as one
of the days of heaven to his foul, Indeed, this holy
day is typical of heaven ; the employments in which
good people in both are engaged, are fimilar, for
thefe are fpiritual and have a particular reference
to God and his glory ; in both, the world and all
that it affords is vnder their feer, and God, the
great and glorigus God, employs all their thoughts
and engages all their artention ; the fabbath is
mentioned in this conngxion by the Apoftle in our
context, and ‘e were induced hereby to make
thefe remarks,

He was led ro difcourfe upon this fubjed by his
guoting a paflage from the pfalms, in which God
declares his anger againft Ifrael and his determi-
nation to punifh them by not permitting them to
enter into his reft ; this might refer firft and prin-

cipally
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apally to the earthly Canaan which was to be the
period of 1frael’s conflifs, the end of their toils and
fatigues ;-as the Apoflle kaew this to be an allego-
rical reprefentation of the heavenly Capaan, the
period of the believers trials and fufferings, he goes
on.-to fpeak of this reft, of the reafons which pre-
vent mea from entering KMe if, even their unbelief
- and hardnefs of heart, of the refemblence between

thrs and the chriftian fabbath, aud fioally afferts in
our text that, there remaineth therefare a refl to the

people of God,

-'Fhis, my brethren, is a blefled truth a truth
capable of fupporting the mind under the heaviell
aiflitions, of amimating the molt feeble defires, of
fsnping Mo a facred flame the coldeflt love, and:
exciting the moft carelefs to conftant, chearful and
perfevering obedience ! How thaokful fhould we
then be for fuch a truth, how ecarneft to improve
it to thefe important purpofes !

My defign from the words s,

Firft, to difcourfe 1o you of the nature and
properties of the relt which is fpoken of in
the text. Angd,

Sceondly, to defcribe fomething of the character
of thofe to whom this reft belongs, or rather-
- for whom 1t remaios.

Under our firft head which is, « to difconrfe &
yout on the natare and properties of the reflt which
is fpokén of in the text,” we remark, thas reft is
a2 ¢eflaion from Jabour and a relief from trouble;

1
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it is repofe after fatigue, and fleep after watching;

this is the gencral 1des conveyed to us by the
word, teit, |

But we may be affured that fomething waflly
greaer and more important is meant by the Apoftie
i the text; he is there and in our context difeaurd-
ing upon the period of the chriftian courle, that
ftate of happinefs and rewaird to which the faithful
fervants of Chrift fhall be received when they have
glorified God upon earth and finifbed the work svbich e
gave them to do ; this ftate is defignated in the sext
by the term reft, concerning which we would oblerwe,

Firft, That it is not 2 reft or cellation from the
fervice of God,

Good men by no means with for fuch a reft ;
Wwere 1t granted them they '‘would be miferable, for
~ thetr lupremedelight is in this fervice, and they can

{ay with their mafter, Johoiv. 34. My meat 35 to d
the will of bim that fent me and to fimify his work
They have indeed the keeneft relith for a flare of -
activiry m the fervice of God, and view heavenasa
delightful place, becaufe there their whole employ-
ment will be 10 ferve God and ferve him without

1aterruption. |

To fuppofe that glorified faints ceale from the
fervice of their maker would be not only to contra-
it the plainelt diftates of .enlightened reafon, bat
alfo the pofitive afiertions of the word of God, for
it is faid to John concerning them, Rev, vii 14, .13,
Lhefeare they which came out “of great tribulmtion

and
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and have wafed their vobes and niade them whife
in the blood of the lamb, therefore are they before the
tborone of God and ferve him day and night in his
temple, and be that fitteth upon the throne fhall dwell
among them : Angels and archangels; cherubim and
feraphim are employed thus, for be makes his angels
Jpirits and ‘Ins mumiflers a flame of fire. “Surely then
when the fpirits of juft men are made perfet, whea
they come to join the general affembly and charch
of the firft-born on high, inltead of refting from -
the fervice of their maker they will engage in it
with redoubled vigor and fupreme delight, they fhall

mount up with wings as eagles, they fhall run and
tot be weary, they Joall walk and not faint, But,

~Secondly, It isa reft from o,

Sin is in the highelt degree burthenfome to holy
men upon earth, 1t is direftly contrary to that new
nature which the fpirit of God hath implanted within
them ; they complain of it as their heavielt burden,
and they often groan out, in the bitternefs of their
gracious {pirits, O wretched men that we are, whe

- fball deliver us from the body of this death !

Now heaven is an holy place ; the holy God, the
holy Jefus, holy angels-and faints inhabit it ; all the
exercifes of heaven are holy, for they are all parts
of the worfhip of a pure and holy being, there can
therefore be nn degree of {in in heaven: glorified
§pirits have conftant, uninterrup:ed communion with
God, they muft then be perfeétly holy, for what
communion hath. light with darknefs, vr what fellow-
Soip hath the temple of God with idols? Sin and

~impurity of every Kind are everlaltiogly excludﬁci
tne
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the heavenly world by that declaration, Rev %%, 27.
And theré fball in no wife enter into it any thing that

defileth, neither whatfoever worketh aéammat:m or

maketh a lie, but they which are written in the
lamb’s book of life.

In lkebes to God, and in conforthity to his
divine irmage confifts real holinefs, but faints when
they arrive at glory {hall beccme thus like to God and

confequently holy,. for declares the pious pfalmit,
Pfal. xvii. 15, ds for me { will behold thy face int

righteoufnefs, I frall be fatisfied when I awaée with
thy likenefs. -

"They could not endure the fight of God unlefs
they were holy; the finful, polluted foul thrinks
away from ‘the view of perfeét purity: when any
good men, in the ages of infpiration, were admitted
to behold uncommon marifeftations of the divine
glory, a fenfe of fin remaining in them induced each
of them to cry out, depari fromme for I am a finful
man, O God ! but we know that glorified fpirits are
admitted to the vifion of God; Job afferes this in
the {trongeft terms, when he fays, {peaking of the
now exalted Redeemer, whom 7 (hall fee for myfelf and
mine eyes fhall behold and rot another : it follows then
in the plaineft manner rthat the people of God thall
reft from fin and corruption of every kind, fhall be-
come perfetly holy in heaven, for they thall fee God,
the wifion of whom they could not endure if there
were apy remainders of corrupidon within them.

There is no truth more piain, more exprefs, or
more comfortable than this ; to be with, to be like,

to enjoy an holy God, hon rranfporting is the thought
T
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(9 the holy fonl ! to thiok that their corruptions
fhall burden them no more, that they fhall no more
dithonor their glorious Lord, that they fhall be called
to high no more for the aboniinations of others, that
their defires of holinefs, their eager hungerings and
thirftings atter righteoufnefs fhall be compleatly fa-

tisied, what unurrerable delight muft it give to the
ehildren of the moft high !

We obferve,

Thirdly, That theé reft which rémaineth to the
people of God is a relt from forrow.

The prefent, my brethren, is a world of forrow,
for manis born to trouble as the jparks fly upward ;
goed men are olten barithened with fpirtinal and
terporal diftrefles inthe prefemt Iifey buc they reft
from both thefe in heaven, © -

They reft there from.theit fpiritnal troubles ; - fin
in themfelves and others is their greateft troable,
bar this, we faw'under rhe laft particular, is removed
When we arrive at an holy heaveni: thete they com-
plain no more of the hidings of God’s face, nor fit
Wnder the darknefs 20d gloom of fpiritual defertions,
for the fun of rightecufnels ever {hines upon them,
Bot only ‘wirh meridian fplendor and majclty but
alfo with healing .in his wings ; of confequeuce they
‘Hiave no more doubts of the love of God to their
fools nor concern left they fhould not glority him ;
they reit trom thefe which are by much their greatelt
troable: 1n heaven, for God is ther fhield and thewr
exceesing great reward, | * }

. 31



Ca Y

In heaven, again, good men reft from their tem.
poral troubles: they are not e¢xercifed there wirh
ficknefs or poverty, with reproach or bereavements ;
no, friends meet in heaven to part no more foreve;,
their friendfhip grows and increafes there, 1t gives
daily frefh delight and is compleat and pe erfcd 1 there
is no more death there, through fear of which many
gaad people are all their life time fulject to bondage ;
mdeed, {hey have no more frouble therg of any kind,
but all is peace and joy aod felicuy,

This is no contemptible part of that reft which
remaineth to the people of God, for under thefg rrials
and afflictions they often groan, being {mrdmed not
that they would be unclothed but cluthed a/)m. that
mo-tality mipht be fwallowed up of life ; and-ut is
fecured to the believer by that word of God. Rev.
vil. 17, For the lamb which is in the midft of the
throne foall feed them and fHall lead them unto ltving
fountains cyr waters, and Ged fhall wipe away all
tears from their eyes,

Fourthly, A reft from tewptation remaineth to
all the people of God. |

Daran is the prime ruler in the gregt monqrchy 0F
hell and is reprefented, in the woird of God, as the
amfﬁf? of the brethren ana as going cbout like a roar
ang hon [eeking whom he may devour @ good men are
often vexed wich his temprarions here upon earth,
but in heaven he never {hews his accurled face;
his fiery darts, wounding to foul and body here,
become poxmlei& there : how much focver the
malevolcace of his difpofition may projps him to

B 2 difturb
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difturb the repofe of the blefled, yet the ability is
taken away from him, for the voice of the Higheft
“to him is, Hitherto fbalt thou come and no further:
he caonor there infufe any blafphemous thoughts;
he will escite no more murmurings againkt God;
he will fill us no more with. fears of eterpal ruin,
nor foment-vicious propenfities within us: the peo-
ple of God, fafe under the prote&tion of the great
captam of ¢her (alvation,and rejoicing in the triumphs
of his love may bid defiance to the power and malice

of Satap, and will reft forever from his temptations,

- Kifthly, Heavenis a reft from montification and
-~ felf-denial,

The corryption and depravity -of the human heart
veoder men averfe to that which 1s good and in-
clined to that which is evil, and this makes, many
duties of the divine life hard and difficuit to be
perfotmed, while it 15 no eafy matter to avoid the
commiflion of thofe crimes to which our paflions and
appetites lead us: hence arifes the neceflity of felf-
depial and mortification, we muft oftentimes go con-
trary to our inclination when we perform our duty,
we muft difregard the powerful cravings of fenfual
~ propenfities when we avoid the pradtice of fin. "

So neceflary are thefe duties of mortification in
the divine life that onr Lord hath faid expiefsly,
If any man will be my difeiple, let him deny himfelf
and take up his crofs and follow me ; There re-
yains an abfolute neceflity for the pradtice of thefe
duties fo long as we remain in the body, for fo long
the corrupt pature abides and remains within us. ™

But
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But that perfe&t holinefs of which the faints in
heaven are puflefled rtakes away the neceflity for
the pra&tice of thefe; they feel there no more in-
clination tc fin nor averfion to holinefs, but their
duty is their delight and the fervice of God is their
higheft . pleafure: they have no more need of
crofling their corrupt iaclinations, for none fuch
remain within them; they have no more need of
flying from tempration, of difirufting their own
hearts, of keeping up fo {trict a watch over them-
felves and others; they feel no more backwardnefs
to that which is good, but they are coaftantly ani-
mated and feel a divine vigor in the fervice of God,
for they love him with a fupreme, unabatipg affection.

How folemnly is the declaration of the apoftle
John to this purpofe introduced, Rev. xiv.13. 4nd
[ heard a woice from heaven, [aying unto me, write,
blefled are the dead which die in the Lord, from
henceforth : yea, faith the [pirit. that they may reft
Sfrom their labours, and their works do follow them s
this, my brechren, is the period of the chriftian race;
this is the goal at which, would we be happy, we
puft all arrive, But,

Sisthly, A compleat and perfed reft remaineth
uato the people of God.

There 1s not the leaft remainder of fin or forrow
in heaven: there is nothing there which, in any
{enfe or degree, can difturb or moleft the biefled, for
- every thing is excluded which can give them the leaft
uncafinefs, or in any way diminifh the plenitndy of

their
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their felicity: all is peace and joy and love in heaven s
the moft perfe® harmony fubfifts ampng its inhabi-
tants, they dwell in everlafting telicity, and are par-
takers of never ceafing pleafures.

This leads me to (ay,

Seveathly, That the reft which remaineth to the
people of God is everlafting.

Did the faints in glory know that their felicity
fhould come to a period, they muft neceffarily be
gubappy, for the dread of fature evil, or the appre-
henfion of the lofs of prefent good, would imbiitér
or render taftelefs every enjoyment; fuch is the
conftitution of things as that our happinefs mult be
permanent 10 order to its being perfedt.

The relt, the felicity therefore which remaineth
to the peaple of God, is an everlaiting reft, it {hall
know no periad : as long as their immaterial, immor-
tal fpirits exill, they fhall be happy: as long as'the
eternal Jehovah endures, as long as he whois 2/e
vock of ages, the ancrent of days, dhe fame yeflerday. to
day and forever abides, they fhall abide with and be
bleffed in him, foc God is their portion and reft, he
will always continue to fatisfy them from rhe fulnef(s
of his beniguity : accordingly the promile mide to
the people of God, Lhiah xlv, 17, 15, But Ifrael fpall
be frved in the Lord wnth an everfafting falvatien +
ge (Fall not be afbamed nor confounded world withous
end. The happinefs of the faints of Ged fhall run
parallel with the longelt time of eternity ; they fhall
never more rewarp 1o main, to forrow por diftrefs,

| cither
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cither teraporal or fpiritual, but fhall be always blel-
fed in the-enjoyment of Goc and one another; they
fhall always abide in his prefence where is fitlnefs

of soys and at bis right band where are plegfures -
everniare,

This is indeed an exceeding great and etetnal
weight of glory, a weight fufficient to overpower
our natural faculties, for eye bhath not feen nor ear
heard, neither bath it entered info the beart of manto.
conceive the great and glovious things which God
hath prepared for them that love bim ; therefors hath
it become neceflary that our mode of exiftence fhould
be changed before we enter upon it; but death, when
viewed as an introdution to this reft, muft He con-
fidéred as a friend, and inftead of fearing his ap-
proach, we muft long for the time when we fhall
lie down in the grave, where ‘e wicked ceafe from
froubling and the weary are torever at refl.

Let us attenrj now to1he fecond thing pmpbfed, viz,

11, To defcribe fomething of the charalter of
thole to whom this reft belongs, or rather for
whom it remains,

Such a glory and bleflednefs as we have been
defcribing is not referved for all men without any
diftindtion, “it is beftowed only upon petfons of a
particular character, who are dencminated in the text

-the pesple of God ; fome of the principal parts of
their charalter we arc now t¢ mention.  And, -

Fiilk,

L4



(16 )
T, they are cleanfed from the guilt of fd.

Sin would unfic them for the prefence and enjoy-
ment of an holy Gad, he /s of purer eyés than te
behold evil and cannot look on iniguity ; no finper
while his guilt clesves 10 him can be acceptable in
the fight of God of be admitted to enjoy the tokens
of his favor; fin then muft be taken away or we
cannot be admitted to the reft which remaineth to

the people of God.

The Gofpel of Jelus Chrift (hews us how we
may be cleanfed from all our isiquities and be re-

"~ ceived as righteous in the fight of God ; it points
out to us his perfet righteonfnefs and finithed re-
demption as the only and at the feme time fure
foundation of onr truft and confidence; declaring in
the ftrongeft terms that the blood of Fefus Chrift his
Jon cleanfeth us fiom all fin: this pofpel afferes us,
in equally plain terms, that we muft be interefted in
this righteoufnefs of Chrift by faith and thus be

united to him or we fhall never enter upon eternal
reft; we mult be jufitfied freely of God’s grace thro’
the redemption there s in Chrift Jefus the Lord, and
being suflified by farth muft bave peace with G-d
through our Lord Fejus Chrift or we fhall never
“ behold the face of God in peace,

Secondly, It is another part of the charafter of
the people ‘of God that they are renewed and
changed in the fpirit of their minds.

The melancholy yet unqueftionable doétrine of
buman depravity fhews us the propriety of this ob-
fervation : if mankind are nacuially averfe to Goi

af
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atid divine things, if the fabbach is a burden, if prayer
is difagreeable, if good difcourfe 15 uvnfevonry, if
good men are hatefu] to them, if they do not love
to think nor fpeak of God, then furely a towl chan.e

muft take place within them, beiore toey can relih
the enjoyments of the heavenly world.

For the reft which remaincth to the people of God,
the very happioefs of heaven, coufitts i fuch employ-
ments and enjoyments as thele; it corfiits in com-
muoion with God, in afls of devotion and praife 10
him and in fellowthip with the faints ot Ged: there
are no other employments or enjoyments there, none
theretore calcalared tor the carnal, gracelefs heart,
nene but what would be in rhe higheft cepree Hur-
thenlome 1o 1t: indeed. men in a naursl (hare hsve
no real defires atter heaven properly coufidered, they
have no rehfh for is enjoyments.

“The difpcfuions and aff. &ions, the delires and
purfuits of their fouls muit theretore be alered, or
they cao never enyy the kinpdom of Gad: 3 new
neture maft be guen them, old things muft p fs

away within them and ol 1hings hecome new. or
they can never relith that Ipin: gal enjoyment which
heaven offers to them: this is an indifpeniable qua-
hification of the people of Ged, for our Lord hine
tell exprelsly afferts, Johp ti 3. Ferily, verily. I fuy
unto thee. except a man be born agawn be cannot fe?

fhe kingdom of God,
This leads me o ay,

Thirdly, Holinefs of heart aod life is ap effential

part of the charaéter of thofe to whom this
relt remaineth.
& No
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No truth is more frequently or plainly revealed
in feriprure than this; it is faid exprefly, Heb. «it, 14,
~and holinefs, without whick no man fhall fee the
Lord : This holinefs confiits in conformity to God,
and this conformity, in creatures like us, confits
again in fimilitade to Jefus Chrilt, n following his
example, 1o walking as he walked, and imbibing his
fpirit and temper ; exalt therefore 1o our purpole 1s
thar declaration of the apoltle, Rom. viit, 9, Now #f
any man have not the [pirif of Chrift be s none of his ¢
we muft not only have the fpiritof God, the fource
of all good, within us, operating upon and repewing
cur natures, but we muft poflefs the trame, temper
and difpofition of mind which this blefled lamb of
God difcovered while here upon ¢arh: we mult,
like him, have a fupreme regsrd 10 God’s honcur,
we muft have an infinire averfion to fin, a great and
conftant delight in the worthip ot God. an hearty
defi e of the weltare of mankind, and 2 fincere gnef
for the hardnefs of mens hearts,

Such a remper of mind as this will neceflarily pro-
duce an holy walk and converfation ; it will make
us watchtul againlt fin; it wiil render us diigeni 1
dury, it will lead us to 2vnid tha moft diftant appear-
ance of evil, and 10 b f led qvith the frusts of righ-
tecufnefs which are by Jejus Chrift unto the glory and
pratfe of God : every grace of the divine {pirit will
be tormed within us. and we thall grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour JefusChrifi,

* 1. i« aninfallible truch that none who prevailingly
and h:hoally love fin can ever enjoy this reft, they
are excluded by the frame and temper of their own
minde, they ara excluded alfo by an exprefs word

of Ged, 1 Cor. vi.-g, 10. Auwow ye not that the
unrighteous
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wnvighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom of God ¢ By
not decerved, neither fornwators, nor tdelators, nor
adulterers, nor effenunate, nor abujers of thenyelves with
mankind, nor thieves, vor covetous, nor crungards. nor
revilers, nor exportioners, flhall inlirit the ksngdom of
God. Let none of us then flatter curfelves with hupes
of eteroal life while we love and praltice any ope
iniquity, let us labor after holy 1 earts and lives in
order to our enjoying an holy heaven,

Fourthly, The people of God excel in love,

Love conflitutes, in one fenfe, the whole of reli-
gion ; it confilts in wilhing well o all intelligent ex-
itence, and 1n defiring the happinefs of every indi-
vidual fo far as this is confiftent with the welfare of
the whole: this s the temper of God himiclf, and as
we have more than once obferved, in conformity to
God confilts the religion of a rational creature.

Love 1s the happinels and employment of heaven
all its inhabitants are filled with love and joy un/peas-
able and full of glory : they delight in viewing the
olory of God and the happinels ot each other ; each
partakes of the others felicity and feels his own in-
crealed by t: the facced flame ot feraphic love
caiches from breaft to breaft; it animaies, it warms,
it iofhimes the whole celeftial circle.

Uulefs we have.the fpirit of heaven formed within
us here, we fhali never enjoy the glory of heaven
hereafter; the fpirit of love then muft be formed
withio us here; we muft love the great God with
truth and fincerity, we mulit love the Lord Jefus wich
3 pure heart fervently : we mult have a particular
and fpecial love to all thofe who bear the image of
€hiilt, and moft benevolently with the welfare and

B O happinefs
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happinefs of all mankind - the chriftian fpirit is not
parrow nor confined : it embraces in the arms of irs
aft=Gion noi merely thofe who thmk anl fpeik like
itcit. but all men, yea all beings which are iu a capa-
iy of happincfs;

Love to rhe brethren expreff=s i{z2!f in regard for
ther ¢onoapy and converfaiion anld efteeming them
s ine cxellent ones of the errth in Hu rakiny par-
cuiar plealure in doing good to the houlhold of faith :
Love to munkind in general difcovers itfelf in kind
th-.ughts of, teader fpeeches about, and charitable
ations towards them: if we fay, be ye warmed and
be ye cloathed enly ; 1f we fee our brother, if we fee
any miferable obje& bave need and relieve bun nof,
1f it isin our power to do {o, we may depend upon
it that we have no reyl love to mankind, but are in
the gall of bitternefs and bond of iniquity.

All malice, envy, wrath, clamour and evil-{peaking
arz inconfiitent with the f{pirit of love, and confe-
quently of Chrift and heaven: the malevolent, the
eavious, the paflivuate, the revengetul, are excluded
theiefore by everlalting bars and bolts from the
kingdom of glory.

Fifthly, Thofe for whom this relt remains are
weane from the world.

If their principal Jelipht wae bere they wonld not
relith heiven nor hove any defires atrer s refined,
Apiritual enjwmenrs: Nipreme | ve to God and the
world are uverly incomparible, for no min can, at the
{fame time. ferve two mafers: th (- whofe principal
deflies, affcctions and purpoles are placed herehcarg

" | " havg
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have 10 real defires after anoher and better werld,
becaufe here is their God and portion o is an ef-
fential part therefore of the charafler of the people
ot God that they are weined from this world, that
they are fpiritual and heavenly in the difpofitions and
purfuirs of their fouls: they are diftingnithed in the
plaine(t manner from the children ot this world, they
feel themfelves to be at a diftance from their home,
in a foreign kingdom, to the prince of which they
owe no allegiance : they confefs themfelves to be pil
grums and fErangers here upon earth, and feek a better
country, a city which bath foundations whofe builder
and maker is God ; thetr converfation 15 in heaven 3
and fometimes when trom Pifgah’s lofty rop they are
permitte ! ro ke a delighttul furvey of the Cagaan
berore them, they wifh and defire to depart and be
with Chaaff which is much better ; they adopt. the
linousge of the Phalmiit. crving out, Ob that I had
wrings fike & dove, for then would I flee away and
be ut »eft,

Thefe pirts of the chnltian charalter are not
in ‘eed heie 1n perfeéting ; there are great remain-
ders of corruption 1n the belt of men, and this calls
for the dally exercife of that repentance awhich is
urto life never to be repented of ; under a {enfe of
thele they Inok dudly upon itm whom they have pierced
and mazrn as one mourneth fugegn only fon, and are
tn bitternefs as one s in bitternefls for a firfl-born,
and often make ufe of the language of Job, I Aave
beasd of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine
eye feeth thee wherefore [ ablor myfeif and repent’
an 't asd alhes.  Blefl-d are they that mourn in this
Wy for taey fhall be comfor ted. and tor fuch mourners
¢n Zwn here remaineth an everlafting reft,

IMPROVEMENT,
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IMPROVEMENT

®irlt, How thankful ought the pople of God to
be that this relt remsineth unto them.

If reft is pleafant to the weary upon earth,and thofe
who impart it to others, are beloved and efteemed oy
them, much more will this reft of heaven be plealint
o the believer, and muoch more rhankfal will ha be
to the good God who haih provided 1t for him,

While we meditate upon this glorious refl we
fhould confiler that we have naturaily no right to,
nor claim vpou 1t 5 thar it was the free, rich mercy
of God in Jefus Chrift which hach procured it unio
us, and that he freely beitows it upon all who will
“accept 1t ! Surely, my brethren, it we had a proper
fenfe of the value and importance of this reft, if we
meditated more upon it, if we had more defires alter
-3t and had any earnelt of it in our hearts, we {hould
be filled with graiitude and thankfulnefs to that
sich grace of God which hath purchafed tor and
“beftowed upon us fuch an ineftimable inheritance !

- Secondly, What a fapport is the confideration that
fuch a reft remaineth for them, to the people
of God, under all the trials and diftrefles of

the prefent life.

" We can endure labor mach more patiently if we
have the profpe@t of fpeedily entering upon reft,
-and if this re(t is a reward and confequence of our
Iabor it will fupport and animate us to 1: the ird-
-geller fultains with patience all the fatigues of his
jouraey becaufe he hopes to come to its end at bt
and the laborer toils through the day without mu-
- MUrng,
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guring, becaufe he knows that he fhall lie down te
relt at night, and that the fleep of the laboring man.
15 fuweet.

And if this is the cafe with earthly things, if the
profpe&t of a little temporary reft to the body can
fupport us under the toils and fatigues of life, how
much more fhall the profpeét of cternal reft and eafe
fopport us under the trials and affictions which it
is neceffary for us to pafs through here in order to
cur eadmittance to it: Surely, my brethren, the
fufferings of this prefent time are not worthy to be
compared with that glory which fhall be yevealed !
What are thefe light afili&tions, which indeed for the
prefent are not joyous but grieveus, when we con-
fider that they fhall work out for us a far more
exceeding and an erernal weight of glory ¢ Shall
we murmur againlt God for fending thefe things
upon us, when they are abfolutely neceflary in order
to our being admitted to glory? What are they alt
when brought in competition with the reff which
remaineth to the pegple of God ¢ Shall we not endure
with paiience that labor which is neceflary in or-
der to our relifhing this reft ¢ Surely we may fay,
welcome pain, welcome forrow, welcome ficknefs,
welcome poverty, welcome bereavements, yea wel-
come death itlelf, if this will but introduce us to reft !
we may not complain of any part of the procefs which
our divine phyfician fees it neceflary for us to nafs
throngh in order to cleanfe uvs from our fpirireal
difeafes and prepare us for a fiate of everlalting
bealth: we may not complain of God for hiding his
face from us a few days and hours now, when we
know that we fhall dwell forever in his prefence,

where 15 fulnefs of joys and at Ins right hand where
are
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are pleafures evermore | The evening of teflt i

approaching faft vpon us, ler us then endure with
patience the labors of the day !

Thirdly, Let us all be folicitous not to fail of
this reft !

It is a caution given us by the apoftle in our con-
text, Let us therefore fear left a promife being ieft us
of entering into his ref?, any of you fhould feem to come
Joort of it |

This caution may be applied 1o thofe who have fet
out in religion, and to thofe who are yet in their figs,

Let the firft be careful of apoftacy: Many 2 man
hath fet out fair in rehgion, hath had reafon him-
feif and given caufe to oibers ro think that he would
be an ornament to his profeflion, who hath neverthe-
lefs rerurned [ike e dog 1o Lis vonmnt. and ke the
Jow to her wallowing am the mire: You are ready
to hope that you have a promife of entering into this
reft; T uufl in God you have {o; do not neverthe-
lefs boaft now that vou are girding on the harnefs as
thou b yon weie patting 1. off + be diftrufttul of the
ftrenoh and vigor of your own reiolutions ; depend
upen the grace of Chrift and walk circamipeétly ;
indulge not to any thing in the temper of your
minds, or in the tenor of your hives, which is incon-
fiftent with the fpirit and temper of heaven: labor
more and more after this {pirit, and fnowing that
gour labor fball not be in vain in the Lord, be ffedfafl,
immovable, always abounding in bis work,

An offer of the enjoyment of this glorious reft is
made, my hearers, to every fon of Adam who hears
of the Gofpel: none is excepted from it, nor can

any
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4ny ohe be hindered from enjoying it but by his
own perverfenefs and obftipacy, fo that there is a
Promife made even to you of entering into this reft,
if you will comply with the propofals of the gofpel,

And now, Sirs, let me warn, let mie folemnly
caution you againft negleting thefe offers and coms
ing f{hort of this reft : Your imaginations cannot
conceive of its greatnels and glory, it is offered tor
you, to you even though you may have been the
chief of fiuners: you have long npeglefted and de-
fpiled thefe offers, you have been frequently warned
againft doing this, I now give you one folemn wain-
ing more (perhaps it may be the laft which you will
ever have) and befeech you to embrace this glorious
effer and to be afraid of coming fhort of ‘this reft.

A dreadful alternative is propofed to you if you
do not embrace this offer | it you will not glorify
the mercy of God, you muft and will glority his
juftice! if you do not {pend an happy eteraity with
God and the fpirits of juff men made perfell in
heaven, you mu(t fpend a miferable one with devila
and damned fpirits in hell,

It is high time that you awoke out of fleep and
attended to thefe things; the hour of death is ap-
proaching faft upon you; your friends, your neigh-
bours and acquaintance die away cone after another
from you, and your tura will foon come and you
muft enter on the eternal and invifible world, be
exhorted therefore to prepare for this folemn hour,
to fecure an intereft in the great atonement, to im-
bibe the fpirit and live the life of heaven here,
and then you fhall affuredly enter upon the reft
which remainetlf to the people.of God.

D Fourthly,
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Fourthly, What a fappart is it under the lofs of
chriftian friends 1o reft- & that there remainetls

a refl to the pfoj}:’c of God.

They are gone from all the lzbors and forrows
and troubles of this lite (o rhe enjoyment of eternal
peace and reft in heaven ! they know po mcre fin
nor affliCtion, but behold the unveiled face of the
gloricus Immanuel, are transformed into his Lkenels
and refleCt his plory in the celettial paradife !

Shall we then wifh them (o return asain o the
prefent forrowful ftare ! can we defice that they
fhould exchanye the reft of heaven for the labor,
the felf denial and mortification of the prefent woild ?
or can we mourn their entrauce on eternal felicity ¢
in the arms of their jetus they enjoy uninterrupted
happinefs and look down wirh nfinite contempt vpon
this world and all thar 1t aftords ; 1o with them (o
rerurn then would arpue chithnes in us ; let tis
thought {upport us under bereavements, let us nof
mourn as thofe who have no bhope, but let us be coms
forted for our chriftian dead.

Such confolations and fupports have we, my bre-
thren, under the lofs of that eminent f{ervant of God
and faithful minilter of Jelus Chrift who was taken
from your head this morning! we have the fulleft
ground of confidence and hope that he is entered on
the ref} which remaineth to the people of God, and
that he is reaping the rewards of a fanhtul {ervang
in God’s heavenly kingdom.

And may we not-imagine that his gentle, plac.d,
olorions fpiric is looking down witb complacency
dalels
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apon his beloved people at this hour! how do we
know but that departed fpirits are permitted at {fome
times to be with and obferve the ftare and circums
{tances of their furviving friends! how do we know
but that their fpirits have intercourfe with our own,
although in a way infenfible 10 us? ar lealt we
may cheri{h the plealing imagination, for it ferves to
foothe and compofe our griet |

I am very fenfible that I am inadequate to the
tafk of delineating the charetter of your beloved
paftor | ncither my age nor abilities render fuch an
employment proper for me, but you muit allow me,
in gratitude to the friend of my father, 1o the guide
of my own youth, to the warchfal guardian of the
feminary where I had my educzrion, and the orpa-
ment of the town where | {pent my earlieflt days,
to attempt it, relying wpon the efiittance of heaveq
and trufting to your candor to cxcuie my failings.

[”E." HE (phere in which Dr. EL1oT moved was

{o confpicuous as that every man of difcern-
ment was capable of forming a judgment as to his
abilities : his gentus was not of that kind which
fhews much more than it pofifles; it was folid,
penetrating and extenfive; it was adapred to fodr ta
the heights of f{cience, as well as to delight nfelt
with the milder ftudies ot the polite arts,

The beft narural abilities will not fhine unlefs
they are accompanied with the advantages of edu-
cation : the unformed mind, hke the nnpolifhed dia-
raond, poflcfles much more value than it appears ro.
have: Education theretere is of the gre atelt confe

D 2 QUENCE



( 28 )
quence in order to adapr men for public vfefulnefs,
and this advantage was indulged to and improved by
the great and good man whom we this day lament !
he gave him{elf to his ftudies, he fpated no paias to
furnith his mind wich the beft koowledge human
and divine, and arrived at a period in fcience which
many have fought but few have attained: baving
feperated himfelf, he fought and intermeddled with alf
knowledge. but he wasnot a pedant nor fo {wallowed
up with a fenfe of his own fuperiority of knowledge
as to icorn imparting it to others: on the contrary,
having a remakable faciliry in communicaring his
1deas, he opened the treafures of knowledge in pub-

lic and privaie, and rejoiced to find them received
with avdity and improyed tp advaniage.

Neither the gifts of nature, the endowments ot
reafon, nor the acquifitions of art would, in his
view, have fitted him for the work of the miniftry,
had not his heart been feafoned with the grace of
God : he early felt the .impreflions of ferious reli-
gion upon his mind ; thefe were cultivated and 1m-
proved by a diligent and conftant walk with God, and
bis path, like thar of the juft, (hined more and more
unto the perfect day ! his continual breathings atter
the fpirit of the gofpel, his conftant endeavours to
imirate the example of his divine redeemer, his relifh
for ferious godlinefs, his regard for thofe whom he
efteemed good wmen, his love to the houfe and or-
dinances of od, and his earneft endeavours to pro-
mote the interells of the redeemer’s kingdom, were
plain evidences that he loved the Lord Jefus in fin-
cerity, and was really under the influence of the
motives and principles of the religion of the gof Eﬂ

S ) 2
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This love to the Lord Jefus Chrift and a regard
to the fouls of men, we have every reafon to believe
induced him to enter upon the work of the miniftry :
this work was his delight, in it he {hone with diftia-
guithed luftre, and this formed one of the brightelt
parts of his amiable and ilin{trious charalter, -

Some of you, my brethren, remember his early
appearances in the facred defk, you remember how
carneltly you coveted fuch excellent gifts and with
what an unanimous confent you called him to the.
paftoral care of this church asa colleague with the

Rev. Mr. Webb, whofe praife 1s (till 1 thefe churches.

Early deprived of his venerable affiftant, he had
the weight of this large congregation laid upon his
{houlders: he was fenfible of the burthen, he fomeé-
times groaned under it, but his regard to God and
his affe@tion for you carried him through all his dif-
ficulties, and he chearfully employed his time, his
talents, his opportunities in your fervice,

His public performances were always excellent !
remember you not, my brethren, with what an ele-
vated devotion, with what a gratefnl variety of per-
tinent expreflion he would addrefs the throne of gracel
at fome times, efpecially when celebrating the pecu-
liar myfteries of our holy religion, he would feem
as 1f the veil was taken from before his eyes, as if
heaven and its glories were bared to his view and he
wilhed for the wings of a dove that he might flee
away and enjoy the fum of that blifs whereof he had
here ‘the earneft ! unconfined to forms, let the oc-
calion be what it would, he would pray with fuch
~ f | pertinency
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pertinency, fluency and fervency as evidenced plainly
that he was no ftranger at the throne of grace, but

that he maintained a daily, intimate converfe with
God his maker, "

His fermons were univer{ally admired ; he pof-
feffed a moft happy talent of arranging his thoughts
and exprefling them in a plain, elegant, nervous man-
ner: when a man heard him preach, he would always
think chat this was the vETY Way in which he would
have wilhed to exprefs himfelf, had he been cailed
to. fpeak upon the fame fubje&t : he difcavered no
defign.to work upon the paflions; his difcourfes were
plain, pathetic and amimated, without thiofe (trained
defcriptions - and intemperate expreflions which nau-
feate-the ferious mind ; and ye: fuch was his manner
as’ that many have oblerved, no man could fooner
move " their affe@tions: you never knew him have a
carelefs, inattentive auditory ; every eye would be
fixed npon him"and every ear would be open to
imbibe the ingenious and inftruétive truths which
diftilled from his lips lide rain upon the mown grafs,
as fhowers that water the earth : this might be
owing in a degree, perhaps, to the digaity, the
gracefulnefs and unaffzGed fervor of his delivery ;
that it was not wholly fo is evident from the effedt
of perufing the meny cxcellent difcourfes which,
thanks be to God, he hath left publifhed behind him ;
by which, being dead, we may ye!, as it were, hear
him Ipeak, -

He believed and preached the diftinguifhing
dotrines of the gofpel of the grace of God, and it
was -his conflant determination t0 10w nething among
| men

9
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men fave Jefus Chrifi and bim crucified ; but his fer-
mons were never filled with furious veélives againft
thofe who differed trom him : controverlal f{ubjedls,
as much as poflible, he uyuided, lhiuking_ that they,
by no means, tended (o the wufe of edifying: he
preached the plam, practical doltimes and precepts
of the chriftian religion ; he fst thele before men in
a coovincing, affefting poimt of view, calculated to
alarm the carelefs and quicken the tardy, without
any of that bitternefls of refigious zeal which hath
{o often difgraced the aflertors and preachers of the
religion of love: he was at the furtheft diftance from
bigotry, and daily manifelted that charity which
hopeth all things and believetlh all shings.

Catholicifm formed a principal part of Dr, Eliot’s
charalter, he was nor of that narrow, fordid temper
which can embrace none bur thofe of its own party;
he was properly a lover of mankind, he embraced
within the arms of his chriftian” afleftion all thofe
who appeared to have an honelt regard to religicus
truth, let their tenets or moedes of worfhip be what
they would ; and pofl.ff:d the havpy talent of fecur-

ing mens affe@tion and elteem while he oppofed their
favourite notions,

His condu® in difcharging the more private dities
ot his minifterial funfion, canled him to be revé-
renced by all his people; in his private vilits he
maintained the dignity of the minifter, while he dif-
covered the politenels of the gentleman and the affa-
bility of the friend: he caretully avoided {tiffncfs
on the one hand and levity on the other : his piety
fat eafy wpon him, he difcovered no oﬁ‘emation‘qf

thig
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this nor of his abilities, but would fteal infirutjod
upon us in a way fo gentle, and yet fo prevalent that

wie felt he had done us good €’re we perceived the
method he took to do fo.

Hze was ever ready to ¥ifit and fympathize with
the fick and alflited among his flock, and perhaps
the diforder of which he died was occafioned by his
performing fuch a labor of love! his counfels to the
fick and the dying were always admirably adapted to
their fituation, and while he mingled his tears with
thole of his people who were called into affli&tion, he
would drop thofe pious advices which would fieal
infenfibly upon their minds and footh them into
patience and fubmiflion.

Two eveénts, in the life of Dr. Eliot, manifefted
in the plainelt manner, his regard for his flock and
his refpect to that which he efteemed to be his duty ¢
fome years fince, the corporarion of Harvard College,
convinced of his abilities, of his prudence and ad-
mirable {pirit of governmeat, elected him to be Pre-
fident of that Society, but he viewed himfelf to be
under fuch obligations to his own people as that he
declined the honor : he could not think of breaking
off the connexion which had fo long and fo happily
fubfifted between them, but exprefled his esrneft
defire to live and die ¢heir minifter.

The other event took place at the time when the
¢ommon enemy of America was in poffeflion of this
town, and had compelled the inhabitants either ta
remain under a military government or to go out

and leave their effeéts behind them: it fo happexlljed
. that
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that a number of his parifhioners, a5 well ag fnan%

belonging to other fccieties, were cbliger o iarty 3

they joined in earpefily requcfling ki that he

would remaip and comfort them in the beufe of their

bondage, as they fvppefed ho might €0 we fatciy s
his inclination led him to go ott, his family were

gone before him, snd he koew that a lorg and to

his tender mind, a tedious feparatich from (hem
would be the confequence of his tarrying : in thig

dilemma he sfked the advice of his friends and ad-

drefled the threpe of grace tor dirediion ; at gl
he concluded rhat it was his Cuty to jefler « fliétion
with the pesple of Gea who remained m owr, ard
in the cpinicn of many there was ne periea of Fig
life 10 which he was more ¢minently ulelul @ le
appeared then to be mnicre difengaged frem the
world, to have clearer vicus cf civine thirg: ind
firmer cenfidence in the premifes ot the golpel wh-n
he had ever had before: he calmly ercured the
deprivation of the pleafures of demeftick lite, with all
the diftrefling foliciudes aud barctihups cf thar trying
feafon, and was flreng inthe Lord ard o tle tcuer of
his might : he miniftcied to his inerds ed pecple
the town, he mipiftered alio to his ccuntrymer vla
“were taken by the enemy and who Were ecnfired,
amidft {icknefs and wcunds, in prifon; he was con-
ftantly employed in deing geed and in comforting
others with the funme conjolations whercwith ke him-
Jelf was comferted of God @ the malice of the enemy
againft him was refliained, #nd when we entered
the town we beheld him once more with joy and
tranfport : it isnot eafy to dcferibe, though we can
all remember, the pleafure and fatisfattion which
- that meetipg gave us!  But to return,

E As
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s hé adorned a confpicaous ftation and his abili-
ties were univerfally known and acknowledged, he
was much improved in the fervice of thefe churches,
for whofe ¢onftiturion he had an inviclable reverence,
and whofe interefts he conftantly libured ro promote :
his brethren it the miniftry loved and efteemed him -
his advice was univer{illy foughr and foilowed, his
gcquaintance courted, and his labors accepied among

mioifters of every depomination in this and in othes
countries,

Senfible that he could 1o no better way (hew his
eftéemn for the toftitarions of our venerable anceftors,
or his regard to thele churches, he waiched over the
college with the tendereft care: he early became ac-
quainted with its interefts and circumitances, he was
early employed 1 ns bufinefs, and paid a clofe and
parricalar attention to it: his mind was conftantly
- employed in devifing theans for its profperity, and ail
hisintereft ar home and abroad was made ufe of o
procure it beneta®ors : did it {uffer ioffes and need
afliftance, he was ready to excrt himfelf to the utmolt
of his power to repair them, and procure luch dona-
tions as fhould render its /atier end better than ifs
beginning : his exertions, in conimon with others the
governors of that. fociety, to procure the prefent
elepant bibrary and apparatus after the deftrution of
the former, are fill remembered with affe@ion and
aratirnde by the friends of thar fociety ! it is well
known that be chearfully expended his time and his
Yabor in order to promote its profperity. |

Intrufted by the fociety ereéted for that purpofe
0 Great Britain, he labored indefatigably to promote
the converfion of the matives of this land; he took

pains
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pains to find out fulrable laborers to fend out inte
this part of the Lord’s harvelt, and they are ready
20 teftify to the folicitude which he manifefted for
their comfort as well as his watchful care over the
interelt of the charity.

It was an obfervabie part of the chara8er of thig
oreat and good man, that whenever he was employed
in public bufinefs of any kind, he exerted himfeif
with the fame diligence, care and induftry as if it
had been his ownt honelt at heart and allive in
difpofition, he was not [lothful 1n bufinefs but fervent 1
Jpirit ferving the Lora ! poflifled of inviolable, incora
ruprible inregrity, his triends and the public fele their
interelts to be as fafe in his hands as in their own,

It would be injuftice to his charaler not to dee
clare that he always withed well to the interefts of
his country,and was a real, hearty friend to the trees
dom, the peace and independeace of America,

His knowledge of mankind, and his iutimate acs
quaintance with the ruling principles ot human con-
duft, rendered him not only ufeful but agreeable:
his acquaintance was large, all of whom valued
and eftcemed him with tendermefs and refpeét 2
firangers whe have been introduced to him, were
profeffion and country: tew men haye afted their
part fo well upon the human ftage, and fewer {hill
have conciliated fuch univer{al eftecem.

But, in the intimacies of private friendfhip and
fele&t converfation, he thone with peculiar luftre : &
warm heart, an heart formed for all the pleafures and
delicacies of this great balm of huwap life, caufed

B 2 . bliﬂt
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him to relith the enjoyments of friendfhip to the
hivheft degree: he had no referves with his friends,
he treated them with ao unconftrained freedom,
he entered into their views, he made their joys and
forrows his own, and lived with them in fuch a
mpanner 45 to lead them to view their connexion

with him as the greateit happinefs and enjoyment
ot their lives.

Bu: ler us change the fcene a little and view his
conducr and behaviour in his family relations; and
here he manifelted that he was of the charater of
a golpel bifbop, who muft rule bis own bovfe well -
In his condu&t to Mrs. Eliot he ever difcovered a

msnly tendernefs and a warm affeGtion: he always
{h: wed an earneft folicitude for the everlafting wel-
fare of his children, he educated them in the nur-
ture and admorition of the Lord, and fpared no ex-
pence nor felt-denial o make them ufeful and
happy in the world: his afleltion was returned by
his children, and at the fame ume they did him re-
verence ! May God Almighty blefs them all | may
they remember the many pious 2nd ufeful admoni-
tions which they have reccived at the hands of
their fagger ! may thofe elpecially who are in, and
who are deﬁgued for the work of the mlmﬁry‘,
follow him as he followed Chrif!, and may a dounble
fpirit of Elijah defcend and reft oo thefe Elifhas |

This was the chiraller of Dr. Eliot while he
lived, and he died in 2 manner becoming fuch a
ite ! his fun fer without a cioud! from his firft
ferznre he viewed his difeate as mortal: he fer his
hout¢ 1o order, he gave his directions and advices hg_o

1S
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his children and friends, with that firmnefs of mind
which was ever a diftinguifhing part of his chara&er,
and which arofe not from natural but trom chriftian
and gracious principles ! in his difcourfes upon his
death bed, he always exprefled an unthaken faith in
thole glorious doétrines of the grzce of God which
he had preached unto others, and his firm, yet hums
ble confidence in the merits of the redeemer ! re-
figned o the will of God, nay eager after his
prefence and the enjoyment of his glory, he would
irequently breathe out the pious ejaculation, come
Lord Jefus, come quickly, why are thy chariot wheels
Jo long in coming ? and with'a folemn meffage to his
beloved peop]e on his lips, he expired !

Thus lived and thus died the great and the good
Dr. Eliot, 2 man univerfally efteemed and lamented }
furely we may call after him, my father, my father,
the charwts of Ifrael and the horfemen thereof ! and
cry, belp Lord, for the godly man ceafeth, the failhs
Jul fait from among the children of men.) *

And now, my friends and brethren of this {ociety,
you will give me leave to urge upon you thofe
confiderations which the impreffions made upon
your minds by the recent death of your beloved
miniiter, have reudered immediately proper and may
theretore be efpecially ufeful ; 1 may not fail 10
frir up your pure munds by way of remembrance ta
thew kindnefs and tendernefs tothe large and worthy
family of your deceafed paftor! he is gone from you
forever, and you are forrowing mcﬂ of all this day

toat you lhall fee bis face nomore ! but he hath left
thefe dear pledges of his love behind him : to Gog
all
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and to you he hath committed them, preferve the
facred depofit and manifeft your regard for the dead
by your kindnefs to the living ! *

But 1 have fomething of yet more impartance to
meation to you, fomething which were yonr beloved
paltor now to zppear befare yon clad in the dread
habilizents of the grave, he wounld urge upon you
with iofinitcly more zeal and earveltnefs, and rhat
s, that you zemember bow 4you have recerved and
beard and improve arighi, and I am confirmed ig
this by the mefge which he, this morning, lett for
me 0 deliver to you, &/l my people, faid the expire
ing faint, that I have ever preached to them the

pure and the Jenuing doclrines of the gefpel, and they
- @re my fupport, my only fupport and comfort at this
pioment | ——See, my brethren, how a chriltian can
die, and fee the warmth of afteGtion which your
minifter had for you, for thefe were the laft words
which ever he fpske ! indeed, there never was 3
people favoured with a kinder friend in a paftor
than you.have been ; you have never wanted ferious
and faithful warnings, {ftrong and fervent exhorta-
tions to quicken you to feck after that reft which
remaineth to the people of God : with whar earuelt-
mefs have you heard your departed mioifter, from
this very place, plead with you to atiend to the things
wohich concern your everlafling peace before they are
Jorever bidden from your eyes | how has he poured

out

% The anthor is exceedingly happy in informing the public
that the generofity which was always fhewn by his people
to Dr. Eliot, while alive, hath been continued to his family
fince his deceafe. May God reward them for their kipd-
8efs to the houfe of his fervant, |
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out his very fou] before you and travatkd i
birth again till Chriff were formed in you!l it 1810
be feared rhat he hath pleaded in vain with many
of you, thdt their infenfibility to the great things of
God and religion hath drawn many a biter {igh,
many a paintal tear from him, whea none weré
witnefles but God and his own foul ; e 15 gone
where he will be troubled 2o more with your ug
belict and hardaefs of heart, but do you mean that alf
his faithful Jabors, warnings and reproofs fhould b2
Joft upon you ? you parted with your minifter iy
love and affeftion, do yor mean to meet him as yout
accafer at the bar of Chrilt 7 for well ‘as he loved
you, if you do not attend to that religion which he
fo earneftly inculcated upon you, he will be a fwift
witnefs againft you in ?bat day I' and can you endoré
the thought of this ! you find it hard parting with
him now. how much harder will it be 1o fee him
moun'ing to rhe realms of glory, while you teel your-
felves finking into the botiemlels pit |

Thefe conliderations are not laid before you tor
move your affetions only, but in order thar the
death of your minifter may be fo improved by you
as to do you good, tha: you may remember the
pious warnings and inftruions which you havefo
often heard at his mouth and feen in his example,
both in pablic and private, that yon may, like him,
die the death of the righteous, and your latter end may
be like bis, that thus you may, with bim, enjoy the
reft which rematnetty to the people of God.

Let chriftians remember, for their comfort, that the
time 1s fhort, that they are haftening to the glorious
reft upon which we have been meduating, that their

feparation
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feparation from their beloved minifter will be very
fhort ! let them anticipate the joy which they fhall
feel when they join the general affembly and church
of the firft-born on high, then apain (o {ee and embrace
him without any of thofe lets or incumbrances which
prevented their perfe communton and fellowthip in
the préfent life; oh, my brethren, methinks I fee
your beloved pa(’cor coming from the gates of the
new Jerufalem, with 2 crown of righreoufnef: upon
his head, with a golden harp in his hand, to bail yout
approach to ipeffable felicity, ro congratlate your
- entrance upon the paradife of God! merthinks | hear
the raprurous falutations which he gives his children
in Chrift, and behold with what plez{ure he prefents
them to the great head of the chmch, faying. here am
I and the children which thou haft gracioufly prven
me ! —-but | drop the curtain, it is pot for mortal eyes
to pry into the bowers of Paradife ! we muft wait
 till this mortal hall have put on immertality, and this
eorruptible put on sncorruption !

Finally, brethren, may this folemn aud affe&ting
difpenfation be fandified to the bereaved family and
flock, to our college. to this town, and to all the
churches of God! may we find that meat cometh ouf
éf the eater and Juweetriefs out of the flrong, that thig
preciots fervant of Chrift did more good and brought
more home to' God in his death than in his whole.
life, and that we are all quickned hereby to feele
after the refl which remamfm to the peaple of God !
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