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Afellem in prate timilus pateebut fincx
Is, holtium clamere fubito territus,
Suadebat afiao fugere, ne pefleat capi.
At illec lentus: qua!on, num binas mibé, - f
Clitellas impoficurum vi&erem putas ?
' B Seaex pegavit, Ergo quid refert emea,
* Cui (ceviam ? Clstellas dum portems meas. PN EDRUS,.
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At a hlezting of the Freelolvers ard otber Inlabitants of

D
t7¢ Tozon of DUGLON, lesaly affemiled et Wateriown, MARCH gth,
1275 |

"CTEFDD, Thatthe Tharks of she Irhabitants of the Town nf Bofor,
be gi*:.—::n to the Rev. Mr.-PETER TH.4C CHER, for tis elegant

L

and fpiriied OraTON, now cehivered at tazir Reguelt, in Crmmemo-
ralial ¢f ;he r_o;:;f hlassacaz repetrated on the rwn?n“ of the sth of

Liarch, 770, by a Porty of Saldier¥ o ihie NXIKh Regiment, under the
1

Foted, That 2 Cemmittee ke appointed to wait upen the Rev, My,
T/ ke, wihithe 2hive Vote, and defi-2 2 Copv of ine ORATION for
t..c Preis, At FFTLLIAN COQOPLEE, Town-Cletk,

¥ 4

CGESNTLEMEY,

recre Delire 10 fhew my *Refﬂc”t (o the lmfj,f worthy Inhabitante
J/-i of the Town of BOST O N, slone induced me to deliver the fol-

towirg Cratson; the fame Motive influcnecs me in confenting to s Pab-
317309, z/" R NG "A, {_;. o

Firith the utwsfl Refpeld,
- P our msl ched.ent bumble Se;w:if,

PLTLE "“'HACHER&




MY FRIENDS,

‘# HERN the ambitien of Princes induces them to bweak over the facred
barriers of focial compadt, and to violate thele rights, which it.1s their

duty to deferd, they will leave no methods uneffzyed to bring the people to
acquiefce in their unjultifable encreachments,

y

IN thic czule, the pens of venal authors have, In every age, been drawn
With Machiavelian fubtilty, they have laboured 0 perfwade shankind, that
their public happinels confifted in being {ubje& to uncontrouled power ; that
they were incapable of judging concerning the myfteries of government ; and
that 1t was. their intereft to deliver their eftates, their liberties, and theis

lives, into the hands of an abfolute¢ Monarch.

y

MITER’D bypotrites, and ciinging, bale-fouled Priefts, have impioufly
dared to inlift the oracles of GODinto the fervice of defpotifm ; to affert,thac;
by the conmand of the fupreme lawgiver, we are bound to furrender out
rights into the hands of the frft bold Tyrant, who dares to {erze them ; and
that when fo fekzed, it is rebellion again® God, and treafon agawft the
Ptince, for vs to attempt to refume them, :

. R | DEPRAVED
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DEPRAVED as is the human underftanding, it hath yet fireng'h  enough
te ifcern the ridiculous falacy of thefe afliriions - The votaries of ignorance
and fuperftition may wdeed be impofcd upon by them : When we place un-

limited confidence inonrcivil or piritaal fathers, we can {wallow, with eafe,
the moft improbable dogmas ; but there are feclings in the buman heart,
which compel men to recognize their own richts, to venerde the mapfly of
the people, and to defrile the infult which is_offered to therr underfiandings,
by thefe coating abfurdiiies. Xad princes no other methods to accomplifh
“sheir purpofes, could they not eftablifh their ufurpation, witheut conviaciag
mens judgments ¢f their unlity, they would be micrc harmlels to mankind than
they have ever yet been ? Tney mizhe be furrounded with the fafcinating gew-
gaws of regal pcmp; a few parafites might bow the knee before thefetdels o
their own creating ; the wesk and the wicked might cbey their mandates | bug
the baceful ifluence which they now have upen the irtercits cf individuals,
2nd of fociety, would come to 3 period : they would not revel in the {poijeof’

‘mations, mot trample wpon the rains of pubiic Liberty.

CONSCIOUS of this, they have u-fed_:trgmnenta,and purfued me:hody, €n-
tirely diffcrent rom thefe, to eFe&t their defigns ; inftead of cenvircing the
underftandings, they have addreffed themf{elves to the pallions of men: The
295 of bribery and corruption have been tried with a fatal fuccels : Men, /7%
krow, have fold their children, their country, and their GOD, for a {malb
‘quantity of painted dirt, waics wiil perifs wits tre ufing.

© EXTENSIVE a5 are the revenucs of princes, they are ftill’ inadégquate to

the purpofe_of bribing large communities to {ubmit te their pleafure ;-.ccrr-

rapting therefore a fzw, they have overawed thu relt ; from fmail beginn:ngs,
“and neder {pecisus pretences, they will raife 2 Randiog milicary force, the moft-

\fuecefsfull engine ever yer weilded by the hand of lawlcis domination.
' ‘WITH.
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. WITH fuch a force, it is ealy for sn ambitious prince, paflufled by nature
J very flender abilities, to fubvert every principle of liberty in the conflity~
tion of his government, and to render his people the moft sbjcét of {laves ; if
apy individual feels the injury conce to his country, and wifhes to reﬁore it tg
2 ftate of happinefs, with a bayouet at bis breaft, a dragoon will compel him
to filence : 1f the people, awakened to fee their intereft and their duty, aflem-

‘ble for the fame purpofe, a military force is at hand to {abdue. them, and by
beaden arguments, to convince them ef their error,

AN eafy talke wonld it be to enlarge upon the fatal confequences of Keega
ing up fuch a flanding army in time of pcace, and of quartering a lawlefs
body of men, who defpife the jult reftraints of civil authority, in free ang:
‘populous cities : That ne vefige of freedom can remain in a flate where juch
a force exifts ; that ghe morals of the people will be gradually corrupted ; that
‘they will contra® fuch an habit of tame fubmiffion, as to become an 2afy
.prey to the brutaltyrant who rules them ; hath been heretofere largely and
| Jamly demonftrated, by perfons fo much more capable of doing it, than ‘he

‘who i§ fpeaking, that it would be prefumpiion in him to attempt it now..

THERE is noreed cf recariing to the ancient hiftories of Crecce 3nd
Rome, for inftances of thefe truths, The Britifh nation, once famous fur
‘sts attachment to {reedom, and enthufiaftically jealous of its rights, is now

‘become a preat tame beaft, which ferches and carries for any mimiter who
‘Pleales to employ it

ENGLISHMEN 'have been wont:to boalt of the excelience of their con.
ﬁlmtmn,,to boaft chat it contaned whatever was. cxcellent, 1o cvery forny Of

governinens;
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government, hitherto, by the wit of man deviled ; in thew ng, whofc
power was limited, they have aflferted that they enjoyed the adumagf:s of
Monarchy, without fear of its evils: While their houfe of Commons, chofen
By the {uffrages of the pecple, and dependaat upon them, reprefented 3 ve-
public; their houfe of peers, forming a balance of power between thé‘&?ng
and the people, gave them the benchit of an ariftocracy.  In theory, theBruifh
conflitution is, on many szccounts, excellent; but when we obferve 1t rc-
duced to praltice, when wé obferve the Britifh government, as it has been,
for a lomg courfc of years, adminiftered, we muft be ¢onvinced that its bealled
atﬁ'angﬂs zre not rez! : The management of the putlic revenue, the aproiy..
ment of eivil and military oficers. are vefled in the king : Tmprg%ing the
sdvantages which thefe powers give him, he hath found means to cc;??upt the
other branches of the legiflature : Britens pleafe themfelves with the
thought of being free; their tyrant {uffers them to enjoy the thadow, whilft he
himfelf grafps the fubflance of power. Impoflible would it have been for
‘be kings of England 10 have acquired fuch 2n exorbitant power, had th2y ree
had 2 flanding army under their command : Wirth the ofhcers of this army they
have bribed men to facrifice the rights of their country : Having artfully-got
eheir arms oot of the hands of the people, with their mercenary forces, they
have awed them into fubmifion. When they have appeared, at any ume, dif-
pofed to affert their freedom, thefe troops have been ready to obey the man-
da‘es of their fcverc: 2n, to imbrue their hands in the blood of their bre‘lhrcn.

HAVING found the cfliczcy of this metkod to queila fpiri: of liberty in
the people of Great-Britamn, the rightecus adminiftration of the righteous lﬁif‘g!
Ceorge the third, determired to try the experiment upon the people of Ame-
rica. Lo frizht us mto [ubmiifion to their unjuftifiable claims, they fent a mili-
ary foree to the town of Bofton. This day leads us to refle@ upen the fatal-
eifeQs of the wmeafere ! By their intercourf{e with troops, made ‘up in-genera]

of
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of },‘JP moﬂ abandﬂned of men, the mcmls of our yomh were corrupted The'

!emp!es awd the day of cur God were feandalonfly prophaned : We experien-

ted the aoft provoking. infults; and at length faw the fireets of Bofton {trewed

wnb tbc corpfes of ﬁf.re of its inhabiants, murdered in cool blood, by the Britifie

me:cenams

THE indignaatrage which fwelled vour bofoms upen this eccafion,the Forti.
tude and humaniry which you difcovered, the anguifh of the friends and relas
tives 6f the desd 20d wounded, with a1} ihe horrors of that memorable night,
have been painted in vivid colours by an HANCOCK and 2 WARREN
7T hey Rave fhewn the necefluy of thofe exertions made by the town, which de.
feated at that time, the defigivs of the enemies to American liberty, and prefer-
ved ‘us, for'the prefent, from-ihe ealamities of war.

BUT the paft yer bath prefented us with a ‘Tragedy taore ftriking, beeaufs
more extenfive, than this': A Tragedy, which more plainly praves the fatal
effefts of keeping up {tanding armies in time of peace, than any arguments
what{oever : We have {een the ground crimfoned with the gore of hundreds
of our fellow-citizens,—we have feen the firft city in America for ﬁrea*]'t!i,a'tra

extent, depopalated, we have {een ethers deftroyed, and Rkeard ourfavage ene-
mies breathing eut thirflings for eur blood.

FINDING theit arts infufficient to ﬁa‘t}e‘,r, or their ‘treafures to bnbc t".[:l'e
peopleof America, out of their freadom, the Britifh government determined, by
force, to fubjugate them to their arbitrary will : In confequence of this dctcrml-
nation, a large party of théir treops marched trom Boftan, on the marmng of the
“evefmemorable nineteenth of April laft, fluthed with the hopes of certain w&Of?,
& azd
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| and defying the armies of the lwmg God, they broke chrough every divine llﬁ’!
political obligation ; they wantoaed in cruelty ; they ihed again American ﬂﬂ i

AROUSED by the unprovoked isjury, like 1 lion, awaking from hiz Bem.
-ber, we fprang to arms! we felt ourfelves infpired with the {pirit of our ancef..
tors, we heard our brethreas bleed crying to us for vengeance, we ruthed into
the midft of batiie : we compelled our enemies to betake themlelves 10 a dif-
gr:tcﬂﬂ dight, we purfued them with anidity, and defifted not till they took re-.
_fﬁg§ inthat ciry, of which, by fraud and treachery, they hiad pofft Jed them{clves,

TRUSTING tothedivine prosedtion, from that hour we determined never
o fheathe the fword, a1}l we had reparation for our injuries, till we had fecured. .
aur own freedom and the freedom of our pofterity : From that hour the den of
our eoemies hath been furroucded by an American army,érave and determined -
although they had before beafted of their fupericrity to all the troopsin the
world, they have fcarcely dared te fet their. feet out-of their {treng helds fince -
that time ; 2nd inftead of ravaging the American Continent in a fingle campaign?
with a.(ingle regiment, they have preceeded
zonquzft of i,

one mile-and an ha!fin the -

THE heights of Charleflownwitnefled to the world, that Americans, fight

- ipg in the caufe of frecdom, were a formidable foe : although they were. fure
rounded by. troops, hitherto deemed invineible ; although they faw the habita-

. tions of their countrymen inveloped with flames ; although the cannon roared
on every quarter, and they beheld {cenes of defolation and -bloodthed, to which:
4 d::y were enurslv unufed, yet they vetired not. till they had compelled their-

g ““y
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encqy | twice to retreat, and had expended the whole of their 3mmun1tlon'-
Thc Bhnfh forces gained the gmund but they loft the Haower of their army.

FROM oneend of the continent to the other, a feries of {ucceffes hath at-
cended the American arms, inftead of having troops of favages poured down to
out frontiers, - (which the murderous policy of the tyrant of Britais induced
kim to attempt) we have, through the favour of Heaven, carried sur vi€orious
srms into the very bowels of Canada ; inftead of having our ftores and provi-
%ons cut off by the enemy, we have made important ¢ capturcs from them : Suc-.

zefs hath: crowned our enterprizes, Whllu difappointment hath followed thofe
who oppole u.

THAT elaton of {pirit, which is excxted by our vidterics, is damped by oup,
E'eelmg the calamnms of war. To hear the expiring greans of our beloved coun-
irymcn to behold the flames of our habitations, once the.abodes of peace and
plenty, afeending fo Heaven, to fes ruin and defolation {pread ever our fenitful?
villages, mufd eccafion fenfationsin she higheft degree painfu),

L] -i’
: )

-"THIS ‘Diy, upon which the gloomy fcene was firft opened, calls upon wus-
to'tnotieh for the Heroes whobave already died in the bed of honour, fighting*
for. GOD and their country. Efpecially, doesit]ead us to recollefithe name and
2hel wrmes of  General WA RREN ! the kind, the humane, the bcnevalcm

irknd n the private walks of life, the inflexible patriet, the undaunted com.
mander'ia-hié public fphere, deferves to be recolle@ed with grasitude and eReem- 1

"This

- l""i-
r = L] ‘I
- v -

".
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"Fhis2udience, 2cquainted, in the moflt i intimate manner, with his numbtrkﬁ
virtues, muf fecl his lofs, 2nd bemoan their beloved, their en*rt.“ed fellow-
citizes’ Ah! my countrymen, what tender, what cxcraeiating (enfations rufh ‘at
once upon our purdeneu miunds, when we recall hislov'd idea ! wher we refle®:
Bpon t:e manwer of Lis death ; when we faacy that we {ec his favage enemies
cﬁulting e’er his eorple, beautiful even in death; when we remember that defs
ticate of thae rites of {= puiture,-he was caft into the groond, withcue the dif-
tinftion due to his rank and merit ; we cannot reltrain the ftarting tear, we
cannet reprefs the burfling figh | ‘We mourn thime.exit,'illuftrious fhade, with
undiffersbled grief ; we venerate thine exalted charalter; we will ere@ a mo.
Rument to thy memery ia each of our grateful breafts, and to the latell ages,
will teach our teader infants to lifp the name of WARREN, with veneration,

znd zpplaufe !

~WHEN we traverfe the Canadian wilds, and ceme to the p]ﬁﬁa of Abra-
nam; where WOLFE once fell, we are there again compelled to pay a mbute
_ to exalsed merit, and to lament the fall of the great MONTGOMERY' }’Jar-_

raed with 2 {pirit of patcioti{m, too little fale by his venal caumrymcn he cf]:;op;-.'
fed the caufe of American freedom : He left domeftic eafe and afffuence : “He
girded on the fword which he had long laid afide, and jeopsrded bis life on the
cigh places of the field : Viltory followed his ftandard,fhe hover’d o’er his head,
and crowned it with the laurel wreath: She was juft ready ta hail him the Con-
Gueror o f Canada, when the faial Gfters fnappcd in a moment the thread of-
nife, and {eized, fror: his eager grafp, the vntafted eoagueft ! Amcnca-na, bear-
wiincﬁ ta his humanity and his valour,for he died fighting In your caple.and.the;-
c:u{'c of markiad . let h}s memory live in your breafls ; let it be hapded down .
to ymm peﬁer iy, that maillons vet unborg may rife up md callbsm  bleffed !

* T
alf
e,
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"THE tender feelings of the Luman hear: are desply afeled with the

fate of thefe and the other heroes who have bled and die i, shat thaie c:ym-f'"._

try may be free : Dut at the fame tinve, {enfdtions of indignant wrath, are”

cxcited 1n the brealt of every friend 1o freedow : [ic will litten to the -

voice of their blood, which crics aloud o heaven, and to him for venge-
ance ! He will feel himfelf animued with new vigoe in the glorious caufe:
Nothing daunted by their untimely fate, be will rufh into the midft of
danger, that he may fhare their glory, and avengs their death | Evary
“idea which csn warm and animate him te glorious deeds, will sefn ot
once upon his mind and when engeged in the warmeft battle, he wiil
hecar them, frem their heaven, vrging him to stion : He will feg] thelr
{pirits transfufed 1nto bis breafl ; be will facrifice whole hegatomizs

“murderers to theélr illultrious ganer f '

Ciher

)

INDEED, my countrymes, the praple of America have every thing te
gnimate and encourage them in the prefent conteft. Formidable as was once
the power of the BritifiLion hehath now loft histesth ; univerfal diffipatioa
hath taken placeof that fimplicity of manners, and hardinefs of inteprity, for
which the nation was once remarkable : The offizers of the Bricifh army,
inflead of inuring themfelves to dilcipline, and fecking for glory in the
blood-(tained field, wifh alone to c:pfivatc the fofter {cx, and triumph over
their virtne. The legiflature of Great-Britain is totally corrupt ; her ad-
minifiration is arbitrary and tyrannical ; the people have loft their fpirit of'
refentment ; and like the moft contemptible of animals, bow 1he ﬁ:ﬂfdc':
to bear and become fervants unto tribute, The national refources are cut
off'; fhe is loaded with an intolerable public debt ; flic is become the {cora

“of thofe foreigners, to whom fhe was once tfrrzblc ; and it 15 ealy to fee
“at her glory'is in the wage.

- D HOW
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HOY different from this is the- prefent flate of our country ! Defcend-
ed from a race of bardy anceftors, who loved their freedom berter
than they loved their lives ; the Americansare yealous of the leaft infringe-
ment of their sigh®s ; firangers to that luxury, which effeminates the mind -
apd body ; they are capable of enduring meredible hardfhipe ; with eager-
neis they ruih into the field of barttle, and brave with coolnefs, every.
canger : They poizis 2 rich and 2 fruitful country, fufficient to fup- .
ply them with every neceflary and convenieace of life ; they have inex-
bauftible refources for carrying on war, and bid fair foon to be courted for
thewr alliance, by the proude® Monarchs of the earth. Their (atelmen
ate equal to the talk of forming and defending a free and extenfive empire :
‘Their Generals are brave and humane, intrepid and prudent,  When I'hame
_ 2 WASHINGTON, my audience will feel the juftice of the remark, and..
nequt me of the charge of fattery.

POSSESSED of thele advantages, we fhould be-isextufable to God, to .
our pgﬁeﬁry, to the whele world, if we hefitated, a fingle momém, in affert-
ing our right, and repelling the attacks of lawlels power.. Freedom s offered .
to us, fhe invites us to accept ber bleflings ; driven from the other regions of -

the globe, fhe withes to find an afylum in the wilds of. Ami-rica ; with open .
arms, let ne receive the perfecuted_fair, iet us imitate the example of cur ves.
nersble anceftors, who loved and courted her intothele deferz ciimes.,  With _
determiced bravery, let us refift the attacks of her impudent ravithers; by
refclution and firmnefs we may defend her from their power, and tranfmit .
_ her bleflings to millions upon millions ef owur pofterity.. Let us then aronfe
to arms ! For, upon our esertions, underGod, depends their freedem, upon
ot cxertior.s depends the important quefltion, whether the n{' ing cmplre

of America, fhal] bean empire of faves or of tréemen.
' ANIMA'!:EQ-?

4
- ’
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ANIMATED by thefe confiderations, my friends and fellow-citizens, -
det us ftrain every nerve in the fervice of eur country ! What are our
Yives, when viewed in competition with the happinefs of fuch an empire ! |
What is our private intereft,when oppoled to that of three millions of men !
Let our bofoms glow with warmth of patriotifm ; let us farifice our eafe,
our fortunes and our lives, that we may {ave out country,

IT._-l

THATT a fpinit of public virtue may tranfcend every private confiderd-

tion, you, the refpeéted inhabitants of the Town ef Befton, have plaisly -
“manifefted : With plcaﬁlriz you have facrificed what {elhfh-men hold moft:
dear, to fave this opprefled land! With firmnels you have refifted every
attack of arbitrary power ! Like the fturdy eak, you have {lood unmoved,

and to you, under God, will be owing the falvation of this extenfive: con- -
URent,

WL feel, my beloved friends, our obligation® to you! Our hearts conéﬁ, |
fefs them ; we cordially wifh it were in our power to reward you for your -
patrioti{tn ; to reflore you to that eafe and affluence, of which, for our fakes, .
‘you have deprived ysurfelves ; it is not. DBut our morning and evening - |

petitions. to the guardian-God of America Thall be, that he will blefs and™
reward you.

WITH tranfport, my countrymen, let us look forward to the bright’: -
ﬂay, which [lrall hail usa free and.irdependant ftate. With earnellnefs les -
us imvplore the forgivenefs and the patronage of the Being of all beings, - &
“who holds thé fate of empires in his hands ! With zeal let us exert owrs
{elves in thé fervice of our country, in life: And when'the carthly fcene’, i
thall be clefing with us, let us expire with this prayer ‘upon oar quiversi-

ing lipsy @ GOD, LET AMERICA BE FREE!
¥ I N S. -
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