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P SAL M cxlvi;, ,3; 4., ,;;' ,;. , 
• 

;P,UT NOT YOUR TRUST IN, l'.RINCES, NOR IN THE SON 01 MAN 
: INWHOM-THER'E'IS~NOliiELj.." HiSBREATli.COETR FORTH • 
,~ll ~ETURN,E1'H :T9 Ii'l& E;\!lTH: 1~ T!lA,~ "EllYDAY, HII 
TliouUa'lTl'EIllSH; ,.. ",,' , , 

, , .. , - .' , , , , • • • • • • -,. ' . , , , , • , -. 1 
, ' 

,: "",' II E' prinCiples and atrectioIis, Un-plaQted 
iri his~breafr,ptovethat eon defignedlmim to be-:a 
focial'creature. ' Thefe affections lead; him -to va:lue 

, 

tne, gobd opinii:lIWto feek the 'co1l1paI'lY,: ~nd ;pl~de 
, , ' 

confidence in the' fuppott ,and affiftailce 'of, his' fel~ 
r • • , 

lali men.: " " ':. ',:,<', " .' ... ,.: .' . . 
'. .- • I • • • • • 

'N 0" one call' fuppof~ ~~at' it !dmptoper' or' uli~ 
. .' . 

fuiiabie' for- us'to' give way' to 'there: printiples,: ann 
reek~' fof the fociety of marikind:T~i,s ·fbd~ty. not 
only . brings into exercife f6nie of tne finefl" fenfibil~ 
itie-~.of the human heart, but it tends to di'{fefuinate 

, , 

, , 

, 

llappinefs, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, , 

, 

• 

, 

• 
, 

, 

, 

I 

• 

, 
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happinefs, and to prevent men, by exciting a regard 
to reputation, from mC!-ny wrong and firiful things 
in which they might otherwife indulge themfelves. 

THERE is a neceffity of our placing fome degree 
of trufi in one another, becaufe GOD hath made us 
mutually dependant for fupport and happinefs. If 
we refufe to trufi our neighbour, to place any de, 
gree of confidence in him, we mufi .forfake the fa
ciet)' ,of mankind, and bury ol,ufelves in the ever-

- . 
lafiing darknefs of a cloifier, or retire to the path-
lefs wildemefs. Mutual confidence is the Rrength 
of fociety ; it is the happinefs of individuals; it dif, 
perfes the gloom of life, and occa,{iol;ls fome of Ql.\r 
moR e;){quifite pleaftires. . 

THERE is no affeaion of the human heart which 
is not liable to abufe; and when it is carried too 
far~ and operates to prevent or extinguifh other af. 

, 
, ' 

fecuons equaUy ufeful and agreeable, it is certainly 

abufed. If our difpofition to place confidence in 

our fellow men, to depend upon.' them for fupport 
and happinefs, prevents us froUl' acknowledging 
GOD, and from making ufe of every means in ou~' • 
power to fecure his favour and bring about 0llT 

own profperity, this confidence is undoubtedly abu
fed; for it is placed in an improper degree upon. a 
creature who cannot anfwer our expeaations,to the 

exclufion of him who is the only proper objea of 
unlimited confidence. . 
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tHE~'lotds of the' t~it 'contain acatitIon againft 
ind~lgillg', to this cOhfid~rice, imd giv~ two power
ful reafons for this 'ta~tioh; they affure us that there 
i~ no h~ipin man, and tllat he is ccinftantly liable 

. . to the affaults of difeafe and death. ,\.' 
. .' 

, 

THERE are certain fituations in wht~hJhe'provi • 
• 

dence of GOD places fome, men, which giveth,em 
greater opportunities:ofJerv.ing mankind, a11d which 
'{eern therefore to point them out as proper objeSs 
'of troll and confidence.. However free and equal 
mankind may be born, yet there are certa~n diftinc
tions which arife naturally from a ftate of fociety 

, . . 
and government, with which fome m.en mu~ be ~n-. ~ 

vefted. . It does not appear that any particular fqrm 
, 

of government . is eftiblifhed by a divine conftitu-
• • 

tion, and. of confequence the partic~lar diftinaions 
'which men fh~ll enj~y, ,a~e not pointed out by the 

, , 

word of GOD. But, that fome muftbe in authority 
and others muftohey;' that fome muft be princes 

. . . . 

or rulers, and others muft be fubje8s; that gover-
norsmufl: be honoured and the laws executed, is . . 

indifpenfable from. a frate.of fociety .Hq,~ever the 
.. , 
• • 

people may pleafe themfelves with the fancy of be-
ingJ~perior to rdlraint, and' retaining their own 

, , 

majeUy, yet, if th,ere are not, rulers among the.m, 
and there rulers are not honoured and obeyed, there 
can be neither public. peace nor private happinefs. 

. . 

, SOME nations, weary of the collifion and animo. 
fity which attend ele&ive governments, have refign-

"' . ¢cj 

.. 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 
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, 

, 

~d thelllfeives to become tlt~:propertY'<?f a. ~ertain 
man or a {;ertain' family, who' J:Ule th~~' ,<Lt' ',their 

, , 

pleafure, and whofe children ~e ~om pr,inces,' he 
t,hey wi.f~men or be ,they' fOQl~. , A mf-n ~ay: I),e, i!l-

- , . , 

capable of cond?aiQg hi.s own affairs, ,he may.' lie 
- . - .. . '. (. '.' 

renfelefs, vicious and cruel, yet if he defcends from 
the loins' of a' king~he mull heme ruler of:lJ:j.tipns, 
and the happiriefs of millions mull: de~nd:llM.n:hi~ 
plea[ure. But wheJ;"e :the ,rights 'of 'h1;1~~!l'll)Jl,tl,Jire 

, , -
are recogl1ized,he aloneis'a princ~:wlJ9m ~,,~~~ 

people delight to honour,~·. ~dh~ ,!1(:mq,!9.U"~ffe$ 

power wIlo, for a anain purpofe .and fQ;r ;t:~~m~1.1 
time, is delegated to hol~ it. " .The idea' 9f; ll(~};~4i.· , ' 

tary right is excluded, and a man muft depen4,Ujp,9}) 
his ''i-ifoom, his, uprightnefS '~and his virtue .(or :tN; 
-appearance of them at leaft) for diftin&-i9.n,. '" " .: ) 

, , . -. .' . . 
HE il"'ho in his heart fears; reverenc;es andJQ'I('es 

_ . I ,., • ~ -. -. ' • 

.the King of kings, who is iinpri!{fed with> his ielig-
- '.-.,- .... 

." • '. ' I A' 

ion,il-n.d, values his favour above aU'things,. ,vno IS • . '. _ • .• _ r 

endued by him with fcic~ltie~ of mjnd whithquaHfy 
, ' . , . - .. . 

him to [erve mankind, aJ.ld -iv!lOfe bpfo1l1 glo,";s '\vit11. 
a concern for their happinefs: This In~h; ~~lIe~ 

'c.· .. , ..• ,_,' ... 

from the humility of a priy,lte Itation >to'fill' plates 
. . , ", " ... -.-.;'~ 

of tru!l:, and and aaing in fu.ch"a manne~ as-'~o 'an.-
. . - , 

", : ~'r! -," 

l\\'er the purpofes for whichp?'ver'w~~ givetiyi him:; , 
this is a prince among men~" He fl:and~s nigh' in; the . . . . r., I 

favour of God and the people, • and ' purc?a~e~',',io 
himfelf the bell: of all difrinaions. ' , " . " 

, , : . ,11; 
, " 

, . 
, 

t, 
, --if:: 

• • .. , 

, 

, 
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• 

, 

. , 

. ,t T is natural for, us to truft in fuch a nlan. We 
• • • I • 

, , 

'" confider him as qualified to be fervi~eable to us, and 

we believe that he has a difpofi~iori to improve his 
powers to this purpofe. We not only confide there. 

-
fore our deareft interefls to his care; we not only 
leave it to his difcretion toaa for Us -in our maft im-

" 

. p'ortant co~cetn~,. but we fuppofe that he is in himfelf 
, competent to 'anfwenhefe purpofes' j' we confider the 
public happinefs as dependant upon him, and forget 
GOD ALMIGHTY to truft im honeft and elevated, 
buryet a frail' and erring creatur~,' " , • 

, , , , . . . . '. - . 

ACAINST this truft we are doubtlefscautioned in 
, , . 

the text, an~ againft tllis truft only j for I do ,not be. 
. - ,". 

lieve thatthe wor~s, of it are meant to guard us 
- -'. 

, againft entrufiiJ).g: certain powers of government to 
our rulers, or to warn us to place proper checks and 

, 

renraints upon them. Thefe things are doubt1efs 
n~ce1fa:ry to be done~ hut then the text looks not at 
all towards any fyftem of government. Individuals 

" ' 

. and nations al[o are too aptto look for their prof. 
, 

perity and happinefs to creatUres like themfelves. 
, 

They have experienced the integrity, and profited 
by the fervices 'of tllefe men. ' They have found 

,them faithful in arduous feafons, and hav~ knQwn 
them hazard every thing to guard their rights. It 

• 

ls natural for them to fuppofe therefore, that they 
can f\:ill ferve them; that if they are in difficulty, 
thefe princes of the people can extricate them; that ' 
it needs only their appearance and exertions to fe. 

, 

B 
, 

cur~ 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

• 

, 

• 
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" 

~ure the public happinefs-; a'nJ, too" u'nrhl'ndf~t ot' 
, 

the fupreme and abfolute LORD of the'univerfe,. 
they place their confid~nce in " man that fhall die,. 

" arid in the fon of man that {hall befi\ade <i$ grafs~" 

, 

IT is in the powetof princes-to bell::mll' grateful' 
diftinHions and valuable offices- upon their-friends,. 
and for thefe dill:intiionsit is natural to trull: in prill." 
ces. Sometimes this cbnfidence operates' to de· 
:ftroy a fpirit of exertion, and pFevent men from: 
feeking to deferve"the objeEts or'their pUl'fuit; but 
oftener it leads us to' bafe fervility, to look to our 
earthly patrons, and: to forger the being who orders' 
ail our changes, and who hath" faid, "Promotion: 
rometh neither from "the eaft~ nor from the weft, ' 
nor from the fauth, but GOD is the judge; he put-
teth down one and fetteth up another;" , 

'\ V HE :-; EVE R, in ihort, we fbrget om: entire and 
abfolute dependance upon the ALMIGHTY, and: 
look to' man for proteaion; eafe and happinefs; 
whenever we' fuffer our attachment to worms of 
the dl;ift like otrrfelves to prevent us from feeling 
that Go D governs .the world with an unlimited 
fway, and that he alone is an obje8:: of fupreme 
{ruil: ; we then may properly be faid to truft in the 
fons of men, and we aa contrary to the foiemn.prOJ
hibition of the text. 

,-

BUT why are we forbidden to put our truft in 
" 

princes, or in the fon of man, and why may we riot 
indulge 

• 

, 
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:;. " , ' 

~,~~~u1ge to a difpoij~iol) ~vhid~ ~sJo natural.t9 us -?'-, 
. " : .. ··~'·f·,.·'<~ 

The rea[on is amgned in the te,xt, ".~c¢~tife in h~ii1, . . --
ih~re is, no help, and be~a.lIfe his~t:~~!h, goeth forth, 

~ 7 .,.,. 7 ".-

he ,retl,lrneth ,V~ ,~~s earth?, ip }ll~t ,¥cry 9ay ,~* 
. . .' - ." . 

thqughts pcr.i~.,':, ' ';, ' , . ' 
.,' ... '.-' ', .. (, •. • I , , 

, 

IF \v€ t:onfidef ti~e 'aofdiute '~hd ~ti1imited gov; 
" , 

ernment which the 'Alj,ll G HTY' exer'dfes 'over 'alr , , 

t}1e ;,v.orks of his hal),ds, 1ve ~1~1.1 djfc~~.~ ~h.e pr.~pfie
ty of the ~r~ c;>f.th~[e re.a,fons., An't~e ji~clln'~tiot:l.s, 

, 7 • • • 

• .., • 7 " '. J • • 7' ~. 

of ,he ~~~i\n rpt~~ ~~e ,[~Rjea. to a4iv~ne .c<?lJ.tr?rj_ 
GQ ~ l~ad$ m.en to.' fed' a\ld £ondutt -towards 'us' a~ 

" " '" 7, " .... 'T. _," 
0,' • , .,.,.~" . ' 

he fees ,to beb.e{t,~ and they iire ~ad.e. JO~,~e that :to 
l~S wh~~hhe thin~s}t prqper they' fll0u.~d; b.e. ',Thei,t. 
difpofiti!?ns ~9w~rqs us" th~ir exe~t,~ons in' our fer-: 
v:ice aI\fw~r Xvch purpofes as he.is ple.afed tb:lp~ 

- . . '. ' , ' , , .- ,_ ..... ,-~.,." . 
PQi~t, (or ir.fp.~Ht~on, ~eclares, .'.' 'Ip~,I?Y are. the' 
t\le thoughts 'in ,a "ma;i's "I1eah; Qui the cOll-nfel pf 

• • 1 ;. '.~. .._~. ,- .;- ~' ".," ',- •.• ~-\~""', 

the LORD.th;;tt fhall !laud." , ." -' - .. ' 
" . : "" I. ",",'. "J; .", .'~ •• '\ : , 

I .• ,-'," , ' 0,'_ •. , : • •• •••• 
. " . . .. , 

, , , . .. .-' . 

l'~Egreat~ft and 'belt of men cc\:tm~t'be' ?bjeas' 
",-- ''''''' 1 '. 

of confideflce \vith'refpeCtto the things of imo'tliel" 
• •• •• • 

,vor1d': i'hey'rft~y', it is true, be' ufefu1 to'us; they 
may'~eftrainu~ fro'rirfirt;· ol"'they"may ,reprove us' 
for it; and commll-nion with them 'may increafe
and, a~im~te OUF d~vout affeai()ns;; b~t. ~1.1ey Can~ 

· ,.,. ,.. ';' " , 
1\ot he~la wOtln,ded fpirit; they ca~nbt rpe~k peace 
to an ,·~~~~enedc()n.rci~n~e ;, tlJey ~ap~ot bring' 
~o~~V) qqr bO[Q~s ,~h~~re{flDgs"of tlie 'g~tpeI~ or, 
~lHlipate the clQ\l(r~ of 'fp~i-ioi\lal' de(~rtioll. . °Inthefe 

, 

~li-cUlllftanccs ' , · , 
.~ . . 

( 

\ 

• 

, 

, 

. - .. ' 

• 



• 

• 

• 
• 

~ . 

circuml'l:ances we may fay to them as the affiitted 
but refigned. patriarch faid to his three friends, 
,; miferable comforters are ye aU." . It is. the grace 
of CHRIST, it is the" fl:ill fmall voice" of the gofpel 
of our falvation, it is a view of the perfea righte

oufnefs of the SON of GOD alone which can give 
'. 'F 

. us relief under there circumfl:anceSt . ' 

• 

AN D hm'{ many are the calamities of human1ife 
under which our fellow men, great or powerful as 

. ". . 
they may be, can afford us no help'! They cannot 
eafe the pained heart; they cannot prevent the 

. difl:reffes of our minds nor the defl:tufriort of our . - , , 

property ; they cannot reftrain the ravages of dir~ 
eafe nor arrefl: the power of death. We may be 
furrounded with the princes of the ~art~ ; we may 

• frand high in their favor, and they IJlay have every 
d.ifpofition to ferve and make us happy; and yet 
we may envy the friendlefs beggar who "hath not 
where to lay his head." GOD defigned that we 

• 

fhould be ultimately dependant upon him, and that 
• 

we fhould look through all thore who are the i.nftru-
• 

ments of his pleafure to him whoi5 the fovereign 
LORD of all. 

. 

OFTEN the princes of the earth fail us in the 
• 

confidence which we place upon them, and how 
. . 

good foever their difpofition may be to ferve us, 
yet they may be fo circumfl:anced as that they can~ 

. '. . 

not do it. The great are f\lITounded by fuitors; 
the 

, 

, 
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, 

• 
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the kindners or their hearts may lead them to ,viili 
that they codd ferve them all, but it is not iIi their 
power, and many mull: of neeeffity find that there 
i'S 'no help in them •. 

• , , 

• • 

. IN lliort, the only way to feeure the tranquility 
of our own minds, and to obtain help from GOD 

and man is, to 'love and reverence, obey and hon-
. .. 

our GOD; and faithfully to do our duty to man •. 
If we are the friends of Gop and the real difciples 
of .J ES U S CHRIST, he will "withhold no good thing 
from us;" and the m~ft certain method to attain 
the confidence and efteem of mankind is to deferve 

• 

them • 
.. '.. . 
. B U1' their liablenefs to'mortality is another rea-

fon why we are, charged in the text 110t to put OUf 

truft in princes; for the unvarying experience. o( 
the world hath thewn us that great "men die as 
well as the fool and the btutifh perfon." . Thepof
femon of an ~mpire, tll~ throne of nations, the 
fceptre of the world are not ~ny feeurity from the 
arrefts of death. Alexander, the conqueror of the 
world; Alexander, the deified· leader of many ria-

• 

tions; Alexander groaned under the paroxyfms of 
.. 

difeafe, he died like other men, and his duft return- . . . .. 

cd to ·duft again~' The CreJars,. the .Pompeys, and 
a long train of murdering heroes have followed him, 

, 

and all their viaories, their triumphs and their 

mighty projeCts have ended in the filent tomb. 
'}IHE , 

• , 
, 

.. 

, 
1 

• 

• 

.. 

.. 

• 

-,' --
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• 

• • 

_ THE e..\.'Preflion$ of.the text are firong and de.. 
gant, " His breath goeth forth, he retttrneth to his 
earth, in that very day hi~ t~o_ugh~s periih." The 

dying prince differs not from other men: His 
frame, conGfling of the fame materials~ and fupport, 

. . 

en by the fame principles,isfubjea to the decays 
of nature and the a!faults of difeafeas much as' the . . . i 

frame of the fimpldr. peafant, The' palaces of the. 
great are not always the feats Of mirth and pleafure, 
they often refound with the groans' of the pained, 
and they frequently fun'lifh. fubjeEts for the triumphs 
of death. "The breath of their princely owners' 
goeth forth,"' and the funmons of nature ceafe ; 
Not all their grandeur, not all the ~fteem and af. 
feElion which their friends had for them, can ~, re~ 

tain the fpint in the day of death." They lie fenfc
lefs lumps of clay, and they regan:l not the refpett' 
~'hich is paid to their memories. :..' .• 

\ 

• • 

GOD made man at firft -of" the dull: of th~' 
earth," and when he had fallen from GOD he pro, 
nounced the fentence which hath not ceafed- to be 
fulfilled even unto this day, ,- Dull:· thou art, and 

• 

unto duft l'halt thou' return." . Gr-<1at and good men 
• • 

may be embalmed in the memory of their friends,. 
and may leave behind them the' '. good name which 
is as precious ointment ;" but the lapfe of time will 
deftrey every' veilige of their forms, ·and the parts 
which compofe them {hall not be COrineaed again 

~ till the heavens be no more." Our mother ear.th , 

will 

, 



• • 

··:itj 
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wiit hvaflow up tIle faireft and moftheautiful bodies, 
and we m:uft every, one "fay. to corruption, thou 
art my father, and tothe 'Worm, thou art: my moth" 
er and my fifter."· ;'. ., . 

• . '. . , 
'. . ~ .: . 

:, IN that. very day. his thoughts per~fh." .Ear~ 
. . 

neftly as he. ffi;ty hav~ fought. the ,P4blic Ix!l~efih 
and deeply ashe may have .been concerned in.pro~ 

• • • • • 

je&s for its welfare" the gr~ateft of men <;an purfu~ 
. I . .. . 

them 110 ~ol1ger when his " breat~ .goe1h forth.:' 
Their con'[equences may prove [ahltary to: tlie 'peo

1
" 

pIe wl~om he governed, and they may". rife up an~ 
• • • 

call him bleffed," when his ears can liften no long.er 
to their grateful plaudits; but his intentions of' fei. 
vice, his devices, his plans for the, c.ommon, benefit, 

• 

his thoughts of good for his count:ry;'his children 
and his friends perifh in " the day when Gon uk" 
eth away his foul." . 

THE paft fubjea hath prefented us with a melan-
• 

choly piaure of the fiate of mankind. It hatb 
taught U:s that" man in his heft eftate 'is altogether 

• . , 

vanity;" that the greateft, the wifeft, the moft ureful 
. .' 

anlOng Plcn are equally mortal with the. meaneft 
• • 

and moft unworthy, and that there.is nothing under 
the [u~ which can merit our attention in com pari. 
fan of" the one thing thai is needful." 

• 

THE fame affeaing leffons are taught us by the 

difpenfa:tion' of Providence which occafioned this 
• 

difcQur[e. 'rIte death of the . Governor of the 
commonwealth, 

• 

I 
• 

, 

• 



, 

• 

• 

%6 
• 

commonwealth, a man difiiriguilhed by his tan!{ 
and fonune, beloved by his fellow citizens, and 

. loaded with their higheft honors, furnilhes .an illuf
tration of the text more {hiking, dire Red mOfe 

• • 

pointedly to the feelings of every man of fcnfibility, 
than it is pollible for language to give. This event 

. , 
has brought a gloom over every mind, and 1t 

• 

founds in every part of this exten!i\,e and populous 
State, the exhortation of the text, "Put not your 
truIl: in princes, nor in the fon or man in: whol11 

. . 

there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he return-
eth to his earth; in that ,-ery day his thoughts per .. 
illi:" . 

IT is difficult to draw the charaRer of a man in a 
Hation fo elevated without being charged with par
tiality, and with a difpofition to flatter the dead? or 

• 

gratify the living. But this is' a duty which muft 
• 

be done, and it is a duty which my particular fitua-.:J 
tion renders indifpenfable to me. But think ~ot 
that I !hall attempt to defcribe this great man asa 
charaaer abfolutely· perrea, for perfeaion is not 
the lot of human it v, and to afcribe it to the beft of , 

mortals muIl: prove a want of fincerity or kno.w
ledge. Let 11is failings, for which charity will fur~ 
nifh many apologies, be" buried with hIm j and 
woe befal the man who difturbs the anIeS of the 
dead, or wounds the hearts of the livino- by callino> . 

I:> 0 

them to remembrance! The envy mull: he ranc~ 
rous indeed, the enmity mufl: be pitter beyond de. 

fCfiption 

• 

-

• 
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fcripdon which does, not fubfide when the objeEt 
which excited them is laid low in the dull:, and 

• 

"has no more portion in any thing which is done 
under the fun." : . -

, 
, 

" 

GOVERNOR HA},jCOCK was form~d by n;l~ure ~Q 
aR a brilliant pan on the theatJ.:e. p( the .'Jorld. 
His abilities wer~ of that kind which {hike, a'fton~ 

• 

iill an~ .plea(e. Th~y. were highly refpeRable ; 
• • •• 

and were cultivate4by';t learned education in our 
, . 

univerfity, by travelling abroad, and by the con~ 
verfation 9f wife ;m4 good men which he enjoyed' 

• •• • . . ' . . 
from his infan~y, Adopted by an uncle* who pof. . . ' 

feffed very great property, and whe) fille'd fome, or 
the moIl: important n.ations in the pro~'ince, he ear, 
I)' became an ,objeR of public attention. Every 
feed of genius in him was cultivated, ~nd his future 
eminence' was fondly prediRed. They were hap.' 
py who could !:ontribute to his advancemel1t, ahel 
his' parents by' adoption were more pleafed with 

, . 

tokens. of refpeR, fhewn ,to him' t)lan with thore 
which they reaeived theIIlfe!ves. . 

• 

- I~ early life he came into poffeffion 'of a for. 
tune equal to his utmoft willies, and fuperior to 
any which our part of America had then known" 
It was with anxiety his friends viewed him 'in this 
fituation i they fe&red that he would be dra'~n into 

• . , the 
* The Hon. Th~mas Hal\cock, ,Efq. one of the council for the prp, 

vince ofMa[achuf~tts Bay, &c. died AuguR lll, 1764,. 
.' C ' 

• 

• 

, 
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• • 

the yortex of diffipation, and become a ptcy' to 
thore who ,; lie in wait to deft roy ." They were 

• • 

pleafed when they found him taking a different 
turn, wiihing to acquire the efteem and confidence 
bf men of worth and charafrer, and appearing as 
the friend and affertcr of the liberties of his coun

try. 

fiE began his public life in a petiod highly in
terefting to America, a period which called out ev
ery man's exertions and abilities. It was at the 
commencement of our controverfy with Great-Brit
ain, and aur reGfiance to her uncanftitutional aas. 

Xaturallywarm and decifive, and incapable offerv
ing his friends ar his country by halves, he entered 
deeply into this refiftance. His patriotifm, and his 
amiable popular manners, rendered him the idol of 
his fellow citizens; they loved his very name, and 
early ihowered upon him their beft honors. This 
town, of which he [pake with affeaionate regard 

to the day of his death, invefted him with every 
diftinaion which it was in their power to give. 
They made him one of their magifirates ; they call
ed him into notice on every occafion, and were de
lighted when they could do any thing to honour 
him. Their young men were happy to conneCt 
themfelves with him, and place themfelves under 
his command in a military core; young and old 
united in Calling him to a feat in the general' court 
of the province; and from early life their fuffrages 

were 

• 

• 
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• 

were never once withheld from him. He has ah~ays 
. - . 

been dear to his fellow citizens. No man' before , 

him ever po{fe!fed fuch a command of their affei:~ 

tions, and it has fometimes feemed as if they were 
,. ready to pluck out their own eyes ~ndgiv'e tllein' 

, 

unto him," . , 

, , 

• 

WHEN he hecame a ftatefman his fphere ofac. 
tion was enlarged, and his refpeaability and popu-

• 

larity increafed with it. Mr. Hancock was a real 
patriot, and refifted ftrong arid dazzling temptations 
to facrifice the canfe of his country., a'n.d withdraw 
his oppofition to the meafures of the: Britifh govern
ment. He was eloquent, and {poke ,with cafe and 

, 

propriety upon every fubjeEt; his' manners were 
graceful, and his .name and influence were of the 
highefl:. importance to the commoncaufe. . Thefe 
circumfl:.ances made him as dear to his fellow citi. 
zens at large as he was to thoreof his own tow:n. 
They loved him becaufe h~ efpoufed their cau[e 
and aimed at their intereft. 

, 

MR, HANCOCK had a peculiar talent of prcfiding 
with eafe and dignity at the head oJ a deliberative 
body. His attentions, were equally direaed to all 
the members, yet every individual fuppofcd h~mfelf 

to be particularly noticed.and favoured. Thefe tfil. 
ents he difcovered when called to prefide in the, 
provincial congrefs .. of Ma!fachuretts in the year 
1. 77 4, and they aftenvards improved and enlarged 

, " . when, 
, 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 

,.' ~ : 
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when, for feveral years at tbe comrnehceIhent Dr 
the war, he prefided in the congrefs of united 
America. His polite and ea[y manners, his ele
gant tifi:e, his dignified appearance qualified him 
to appear with advantage at the head of the frates. 
,Vhile he filled this fration, fame of the mofr inter
efting events took place which ever. agitated any 
{;ountry. A war with Great-Britain commenced; 
and was carried on with various [ucce[s. The firft 
com million ever held by the coinmander in chief 
of our armies, the great and good man who 
fo happily ·led them during our whole war, was 
figned by Mr. Hancock. At the head of the band 

of heroes who declared their country free and inde~ 
pendent, his name appears. He witneffed in this 
ftation the retreat through the Jerfies, and the 

.. 
capture of Burgoyne. The weight of bufinefs in-
cumbent upon him at this time was exceedingly 
heavy, and he was indefatigable in his attention to 
• 
it. 

IN proportion to his influence in America and. 
his ufefulnefs to its caufe, he became an objeR of 
hatred and refentment to its enemies. They were 
not content with vilifying him as a man without 
principle and without fortune; they aRually except~ 
ed him, ·with another diftingulfued patriot, our pref~ 
ent commander in chief, from the pardon which 

. . 

they offered ·to all others. His zeal w.as not co()l~d; 
fiot his courage abated by their threatenings. He 

was 



, 

• 
~ ., 

was firm, inflexible ahd animated, and his ardor 
feemcd to increafe infl:ead of diminifhing with the 
difficulties of our fituation. It was with great haz· 
ard he ferved his country, and in proportion to this 
hazard did his fervice appear valuable and impor~ 

tant in their eyes. 

Vi HEN at his own requeft he was releafed from 
the fatigues of this ftation, and returned to. this 
State, he was received with former affeaion, and 

, . . , 

experienced former confidence. But the people 
of Maffachufetts manifefted their efteem for him 
Inoft decidedly, when they called him by their fuf· 
frages to be the n.rft Governor under our prefent 
happy conftitution. Such confidence and diftinc
tion are rarely placed long in the fame man; .the 
'Collifions of party, the envy and ambition.of com· 

, 

"petitors, fome of thofe. unforefeen contingencies 
-\vhich like "time and chance l1a.ppen to aU men," 
commonly after a few yeats deprive a man of popu
lar affeaion; but Mr. Hancock never loft it. Ev
ery year, excepting when at his own ddire he was 

• 

excufed, brought him to the chait with a clear and 
decided majority, and fometimes with a confent 
nearly unanimous., On the laft eleaion, the num
bers in his favour were aS'large as ever. To the 
day of his death he was" accepted of the multitude 
of his brethren," and held a larger {hare in the~r af • 

• 

'fc8ions than any man bcfol'c him enjoyed. 
HIS 

, 
• 

• 
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HI s attachment to the interdl:, the freedom and 
fovereignty of the fiate was uniform and inflexible. 
He was not found wanting in demonfirating this at
tachment; and the approbation of his public con
tiua, the fatisfafrion which he gave in this office 
may be certainly argued from the confl:ant and gen
eral fuffrages of his confl:ituents. They confidered 
him as a genuine republican, as the friend of the 
peoplc-, the firm fupporter of the caure of freedom; 

• 

and thev viewed him [0 with rearon. His Ian , 

affeaing interview with the legiflature, in which he 
declared, under circumfl:ances peculiarly awful, hill 
attachment to the people and his integrity in their 
fervice, fumifh a {hong trait in this part of his char~ 
aaer. 

IT ''''ould be injufiice to the memory of Governor 
Hancock not to fay, tha.t he was a film friend to 
the independence and happinefs of united America. 
'Vhen the federal confl:itution, from which this 
country has received the mofl: effential advantages, 
'\fas before the people, he gave his decided infIu
~nce in its favour, and did then perhaps as much 
fervice to his country as when he con[ented to its 
independence. ' 

THE [arne regard to the rights of man and the 
Ilappinefs of the world, which made him a patriot 
at home, induced him to wifh well to all mankind 
~broad; and h.'{ed him the warm uniform friend of 
. the 

I 

• 



, 
-

-

, 

L , : 

the revolution in France. While he lamented the
excdfes and tlivifions of this gallant nation, he re
joiced in their fuccefs, and ardently defired that 
they might enjoy the bleffings of a free government. 

To the charaaer of Governor Hancock as a 
public man, may very properly be added his muni
ficence. Perhaps there is not a perfon in America 
who has done more generous and noble aaiol1s, 
and who upon all occafions contributed more libe
rally to public inftitutions. Befides the grand and 
hofpitable manner in which he entertained foreign
ers and others in his haufe, he expended large 
fums for every patriotic purpofe, and for the bene
fit of our univerfity, and equalled the generolity 
of his worthy patron to it by his own donations. 

HIS aas of charity and liberality of a more pri
vate nature were numerous and conftant. AU his 
friends, and often his enemies, partook of them; 
and he feemed to be more happy in contributing 
to the enjoyment of thofe whom he loved tbn in 
his own gratification. I fhould be guilty of bafe 
ingratitude did I not thus publickly acknowledge 
numberlefs inftances of kindnefs, attention and lib
erality which I have received at his hands. Thefe 
now lie heavy at my heart, and increafe my farrow 
for his lars, though they have not bribed me to exceed 
the truth in delineating his charaaer. The poor,: 
the widow, the fatherlefs, the unhappy debtor, the 

prifoner, 
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'pnrq~er, the d<;~yeqg,ent1.eman, alll'~perien(¢g hi~ 
- .. '."' ........ ", 

- bounty .. The ful11s whtch ,h~ gave awC\y. in lhis'n;!alh 
• • - .t" ........ . 

ner ~I'(;:re afi:onifhi~,g,.ar-~ would fcarcely~e, cr~djted 
. ' -'~""I'" 

were they to be '~~ld, His generofity ,vas prp.v~r':' 
• - .~ .0" •• _, . . . .. ( .'" 

bial, and was felt fometimes at a great 'diftance from 
his home" He,~as iprince among rri~I:1~upon'ib.is 

. . - . 
account. '~,When the ear heard him then .. it-b~ff~ 

, , ' , 

ed him, and when the eye faw him it gave,,\~itne[s' 
. - . . 

to him; becaufe he delivered the poor that cried, 
and the fatnerlefs, 'and him that' had none ,to ,help 

• •• • I 

him; the bleffing of him that was i-eady-to permt 
, ,-

came upon him, and he caufed the witjow's hear:t to 
-, , 

fing for joy; be was eyes to the blInd, and feet: was 
he to the lame j he was a father to the poor, and, 
the cau[e which he knew ;not ,he [earthed "~ut:j, 

, ' 
, , . 

, And he might have' adopted 'the' 'further 'l~n'T 

, '_ guage of Job, ,and have [aid, ~'My root \yas; 
fpread out by the waters, and 'the' de'{laY"afl. 

. -. ~ r 

night upon my branch; my glory was frelh in in¢; . , 

and my bow was -renewed' in my hand;' unto 'iil~ 
, , 

mel). ga~e ear, and' waiieci and kept menee-iii riiJ' 
counfd; after my ,~ords they tp~kenotagain, ana:' 
my fpeech dropped UPOil 'th~'m, and they' ,~a:ite~:'_ 
for me as for the rain, and,they opened their niout~~,~ 

, . . 

wide as for the latter rain. If 'r laughed 'o~: them 
- • • • .•. '. .01 

they believed it not, and the .light of my counte-,: 
. '" . ' 

nance they caft not down; 1 ch~[e out their ~ia'y ,. 
o ~ • • 

and fat chief, and dwelt ~ a king ill the arnly~ as,' 
- - . -

one that comforteth the mourners." . .. . 
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, EDUC,AT~D by pious friends,. a reve,rence for', 
teligion and its, inftitutions was, earJy'incrilcated' 
~p6n 'hini. this reveren~~ he nev~(loft:" Hi~ 
houfe ,and' his heart '~ere ah';ay~ open 'to. the' 

~ini~ers' of re~igi~,~, and he in,off pubL~~l¥av?w,e~ 
hIS attacbriient to th,em.· He felt himfelfinte~eth!d 

, in ,every thing thai 're1at~d to th~ hohfe cit God~ 
He inh:erited froIII~is w9rthy anceftors a great affec-

, ' 

tion for.this religious foc,iety; and he ex.ceed~d.th¢tn. , 
in: his aas bf li1!eralit)" to it. 'The facred detk from 
which I now fpeak., 'yonder bell which caUs U$ to 

, 

the houfe of Gop; and announces: aUf return to 
, '. I 

,~ the hOllfe, appointed for all living," thevolumt! 
, 

'from which, the facred fcriptures are, read, were ex-
c1ufiye: d<;lnat~ons from him; and, w.e all kriOW how 

, . , 

largely he contriputed, with other wotthy and J,nuni- , 
£centme~!J "in erecting t}lis elegahl'place of worlhip, 1 ' 
and Pto<:uI'~ng the expenfive organ which affifts us in 
ourpfa,lmody. It might have been faid of him as, 

, of the centurion by the Jews, "he loved our nation, 
~n~ hath. built us a fynagogue." He entered into 
all our ,intetefts with a watmth and flncerity \vhith 
proved his real attachment to our peace anti happi.: 
m~. . , , 

So muc;h have I raid Upon the public charaaer 
of tqis great man, as that I have not left myfelf time, 
to fpeak of him in a more private capacity. Indeed, 
this is not the proper place for, the performance of 

, ruch a duty j but there is no impropriety in expreJf.. 

. D ioS 
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ing our willies and prayers that Gon .-\v·ould fuppqrt 
and comfort the partner of his life, his aged: and 
ilffiiEted parent,his furviving brother, and his other' 

• 

relatives! 11ay he "teach them to profit by the 
things which they fuffer," and prepare them to fol .. 
low him into tne eternal ,'Wild! .. 

r • 
. . '. . . -, • . , • 

- AN rj ihus, my brethre'ri; have I attempted to do 
junice to the chataEter· of th1& grea't arid amiable 
man ; and my heart bleeds when I refiett tllat It is 
the laft· token of refpeCl and k,indnefs '(\Thieli i call 
ever Diew hini [. There is fomeiliilig diftreffing in 

performing the laft. offices to 6urfcie'ridi;~·ill doling 
their eyes, and conveying them [0 the pla~-e wlience 
they. ihall not retllrn ~. The fenfill-ility- mufi. -be~wi:ia:k; 
indeed which is not a,vakenedupon ·fuch ari ~€ca .. · 
fion. I am Cure I feel it at this moment, arid-while 
I thus take a final leave as to this world ormy friend 

• 

and benefaEtor, I exp~Fiell(;e fenfations which· it·is 
• • 

not inmy power tG defcribe. !. . . 
, 

- - - - . 

BUT L~ere is a duty which i friU owe to the living 
. . 

upon this occallon, and by this duty I am led to ob~ 
- .- --- - . 

fen'e, that the death of a perf on in a Ration fo ele-
yated, calls for a ferious and religious improve
ment; '··For behold the LoiD, the LORD ofhofts, 

. . . 

doth take away from JerufalQffi and fro~ Judah 
the fray and the fraIf, the j!ldge arid the prophet, and 

tbe prudent and the ancient, the honourable malt 
• • 

and the counfeUor, artdthe landmolirrieththisday:~ 

THOSE 

• 
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YI1QSE who now fill, or whb hav~ heretofore 
, . '. . '" . -.. 
~l~ed c6nfpicuous' fiations among l1-8, an4 who ha~~ 
been converrant with the deceafed in the cares ~nd . ' .. 
, . 

concerns of public' life, are called loudly to " con~ 
~fider their frame, and. to reniemb~r th~t they a~~ 

'. ., , 

but dufi." Elevated as their fiatiQns. are, arid dir. 
, . 

tinguifhed as they may be by rank and foitune, they 
fee that "their breath muR go forth,andinthat ve-

• 

ry day their thoughts perilli!' ,The cares and f6~ici, 
• • 

tudes' of important Rations, ought not now to pre-
. . 

yent them·from looking aft~r their deceafed friend 
and companion into' the' gloomy " houfe appointed 
for all living:!. It fhould make them realize that' 

. . 

the dream of life will foon he over, when they'muft 
• 

~p.pear in that world where their diftinaions will 
110t avail them, and nothing will frand them infread 
but the approbation of GOD .and the tefiimony of 

• 

their own confciences. Serioufnefs in the fervicq , 

Of-GOD;' and pure and inflexible fiq.elity to men, 
can alone afford peace atrd fatisfaaiQn to the dying 
ruler. On the bed: of fi~knefsand death; all his 
popularity, aU hi~poffeffions, aU hi~ br-anchinghonors 

, . 

• 

, 

• 

• 

, will not avail him; hemufi'die li~eothQFmen,and "iIi 

• 

that very day his, thoughts .pe~fh!" Learn then, our 
venerable fath~rs,yourintere{l and your duty ! Supe. 
rio,r to private or felfill1 views, you will reek earneR; 
ly.thepublic good; you' '\\Till "fear Gq D and lw.t,e cov· 
etou,fnefs;" you will be. " juft men ruling, in his 
fear," and th~ gre,a.t foHcJtu'de of yQur.lives will be, 

, iha! 
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that in the dOle of them you may have this for YOq\, 
" rejoicing, the tefrimony of your confciences, tha~ 
in iimplicity and godly fincerity, not by fiefuly\viG. 

• 

dom, but by the grace of Go D, you have had yo~r 
converfation in the world ;" and be admitted to the 

• . . 

rewards of ~thful fervants in G<?D'S heav~nly king~ 
_. . ~ 

dom. • 

• 

. THOSE who lived in habits offocial intimacy anq 
friendfuip with the late Governor, will permit me 
to call their attention to the voice of Go D which 
loudly exclaims, in this providence, " Be ye alfo 

• • 

ready." . It is a ferious and affeCting thought, 
that we fhall " foon go to him~ though he fhall nev
er return to us." ,\Ve can no longer fhew our grat
itude, or ex:prefs our affeCtion for him, for he is be
yond the reach of the tendereR friendfuip, and can 

. . 

derive neither pleafure nor advantage from our at-
• • 

tentions or fervices. But we fhall fbon follow him 
in '" the way whence we {hall not return.'" "The 

• 

places which now know us fhall foon kno,v us no 
• 

more forever: '\"1 e fhall return no more to our' 
houfes, neither lliall our places know us any more." 
Let us not be difobedient to the voice of Gon, nor 

• 

c; defpife our own mercies:' It is for our life; the 
happinefs and welfare of our fouls for eternity de-' 
pend upon it: Now therefore may the grace of 
CHRIST imprefs our hearts, and'" bring every 
thought into obedience to his captivity!" 

Tar; 
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. '''', . ". .., 
THE MOST HIGH hath been ptea:fed to" bre'ak, 

• • • I .' • 

in upon thi~ foCiety 1vith breach upon breach." 
• 

Tho[e ,vho " feemeu ~o be pillars" are taken .away . 
from us, and we are deprived of our benefaClors . .. ". ~ . 

and ornaments. Both the great men who have fin. . .' . . . 
ed the office of chief magifirate under our free con~ 
\. . . .. " " 

ftitution, and wh? werew~nt to worOlip lhltedly 
with us, are now laid low togedler in the filent tomb~ 

,.' .. , , 

Death is cbnfiimtly making ravages upon us, and 
. fq.lling us to exclairp, ~'-Help, L9~D, f~r the gQdIy.) . 
man ceafeth, th~ faithful fail ffOni a~ong the chil-

• • 

~ren of men!" May thofe who furvive be animated 
• • 

r9 !heir duty, and exhorted·.to " make their calling 
and eleaion fure," becal.lfe " the time is· fhort, ~nd 

• t' ~ .•• ,., ." • 

~he judge ftandet~ at ~he doo~." 

THE folemnities of death and judgment remind us . 
. . 

aU of the neceffity bf atte,:nding to the great .concerns 
• • 

of religion. Nothing but an interefl: in the great 
falvation, nothing but true vital g9dlinefs, founded 
by the grace of Gq p. ir.. th!! heart,' and manifefied 

. "'-. 

in the life and converfation, can raife us above the 
fears of death, or ripen us for the enjoyments of 
heaven! Whatever may be our ftations, or in 
,vhatever circumftances divine providence may . 

• 

p1ace us, ferious godlinefs fhouid be the firfl: obje8: 
<)f our attefltion. Now h may be attain~d. The 
bleffings of the gofpel are now preifed upon our' ac
~eptance, and the aids of divine grace are offered 
to ".help our infinnities." .By and by the fcene will 

b~ 

• 

-

• 

, 

• 
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-

• 

-

• · . • • 
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De changed j the curtain will drop; we {hall bid an 
everlafting farewel to the worlc}, and {hall enter up., 
on the flate where every man will re~eive acc9f(ling 

• 

to his works. Now therefore let us "feek the 
LORD while he ~ay be found, aI!d call upon him 

• 

while he is near." Let us not "trufl: in princes, I 

nor in the fon of man, in whom there is no help," 
. but let U$ "trufl in the LORD forever, for in the 

• 

LORD JEHOVAH is eyerlafting fuength. !" 

AN D now unto him" before whom all nations are 
• 

- as the drop of the bucket, and the duft of the ba-
lance," unto the King eternal, immortal and invifi~ 
-ple, theanly wife GOD, be afcribed all might, m~~ . 
jefty and dominion~ both nqw aIld forever;' . . 

• 

- . . -

A MEN. 

• 

• 
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