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PSALM cxlvi;..3,'4.;,.£:'.; ;

PUT NOT YOUR TRUST IN.PRINCES, NOR IN THE SON OF MAN
. INWHOM THERE1S NO!HELP.) HIS BREATH GOETH FORTH,

HE RETURNETHE TO NI§ EARTH' 1N THAT, VERY DAY Hig
'r*aautﬂ'rs PERISH,

L

TH E pnnmples and affections, lmplanted
in hts-breaﬁ-, prove that Gobd defigriédman to be'a
{ocial creaturé. Thefe affeftions lead: him to value
thie:good opiniory ‘to feek the*company, and ‘place
conﬁdence I the: fupport and aﬂiﬁa’nce of. his' fel-
low men; © ' RS |

No 61é can fuppofe that 1t 1§ 1mp1‘dper or un
fuitablé for-us'to give way to thefe’ prmctples, and
feek for the fociety of mankind. This’ fomety not
only brings into exercile fome of the fineft fenfibil-

ities-of the human heart, but it tends to difleminate
happinefs,
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happinefs, 2nd to prevent men, by exciting a regard
to reputation, from many wrong and finful things
in which they might otherwife indulge themfelves.

Tuere is a neceffity of our placing fome degree
of truft in one another, becaufe Gop hath made us
mutually dependant for fupport and happinefs. If
we refufe to truft our neighbour, to place any de-
gree of confidence in him, we muft forfake the fo-
ciety of mankind, and bury ourlelves in the ever-
Iaﬁing darknefs of a cloifter, or retire to the path-
lefs wildernefls. Mutual confidence is the ftrength
of fociety ; it is the happinels of individuals ; it dif-
perfes the gloom of life, and occafions fome of our
moft exquifite pleafares. |

Trezre is no affetion of the human heart which
1s not liable to abufe ; and when it 1s carried too
far, and operates to prevent or extinguifh other af-
fections equally ufeful and agreeable, it is certainly
abufed. 1If our difpofition to place confidence in
our fellow mén, to depend upon 'them for fupport
and happinefs, prevents us from acknowledging
Gop, and from making ufe of every means in ouy
power to {ecure his favour and bring about our
own profperity, this confidence is undoubtedly abu-
fed ; for it is placed in an improper degree upon a
creature who cannot anfwer our expeétations, to the

exctufion of him who is the only proper objett of
unlimited confidence, |

Tur
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Tue wotds of the text contain a-catition againft
mdulgmg to this conﬁdenee, and give two power-
ful reafons for thls cautlon . they a{Ture usthat there

111111

to the a{Taults of dlfeafe and death. = '

THEeRE are cerfain ﬁtuetmns In whi_;_:huthe Provis
dence of Gop places fome. men, which give them
greatér opportunities of ferving mankind, and which
“feem therefore to point them out as proper objetls
of truft and confidence. However free and equal
mankind may be born, yet there are certain diftinc-
tions which arife naturally from a ftate of {ociety
and government, with which fome men muft be in-
vefted. - It does not appear that any parucular form
of government is eftablifhed by a divine conftitu-
tion, and of confequence the particylar di_{tin&i'ons
'whileﬁ men fhall enjoy, are not pointed out by the
word of Gop. But, that fome mult be in authority
and others muft obey ; that fome muft be princes
or rulers, and others muft be fubjetls ; that gover-
nors muft be honoured .and the laws executed, is
indifpenfable from a ftate of fociety, "However the
people may pleafe themfelves with the fancy of be-
ing fuperior to réftraint, and retaining their own
majefty, yet, if there are not rulers among them,
and thefe rulers are not honoured and obeyed, there
can be neither public. peace nor private happinefs.

 SOME nations, weary of the collifion and animo-
fity which attend eleftive governments, have refign-

¢d



8

'-_——

ed themlelves to become the: property.of a certain
man or a certain- family, who rule them a.t thelr‘
plealure, and whofe children are born pnnces, be
they wife men or be they-fools. A man may Be In-
capable of condutling his own aﬂ'alrs, he may be
fenfelefs, vicious and cruel, yet if he defcends ﬂ'om
the loins of a king, he muft be the ruler of nations,
and the happinefs of millions muft depend npon his
pleafure. But where :the rights -of -human- pature
are recogmzed he alone1s-a prince whem ¢, the
people delight to honour,’ and he alqne,EQﬁﬁffgs
power who,for a certain purpofé and for a.¢emnain
time, is delegated to hold it. - The idea of; heredi-
tary right 1s excluded, ‘and a man muft depend.upon
his wifdom, his uprightnels-and his virtue (or the

appearance of them at leaft) for diftinthion... - -,

Hz who in his heart fears, reverences and Ioves
the King of ngs, who is 1mpre{fed with” his rehtr-
ion, and values his favour above all thmgs, who is
endued by him with raculues of mind which quahfy
him to {erve mankind, and whofe bofom ﬂlows wvith
a concern for their happlnefs Thls man, called
from the humility of a pm«'ate ﬂatlon to ﬁll p1aces
of truft, and and atting in fuch a manner as te an-
fiver the purpo['es for Wthh power was gwen to hlm s
this is a prince among men,  He ftands high'in the |

favour of God and the people, and purchafes to
himfelf the beft of all dlﬁmalons.

AT

bepe
*le"':.
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‘17 is natural for us to truft in fueh a man. We

.. tonfider him as qualified to be fervmeable to us, and

we believe that he has a difpofition to improve his
powers to this purpofe.  We not only confide there-
fore our deareft interefls to his care; we not only
leave it to his difcretion to at for usin our moft im-
portant coticerns, but we {uppofe that he isin himfelf

-competent to anfwer thefe purpofes ; we confider the

public happinefs as dependant upon him, and forget
Gop AimicrTY to truft an honeft and elevated,
butyet a frail and erring ¢reature,* -

Acainst this truft we are doubtlefs cautioned in
the text, and againft this truft on]y for I do not be-
lieve that the words of it are meant to auard us

‘againft entrufting certain powers. of government.to

our rulers, or to warn us to place proper checks and
reftraints upon them. Thefe things are doubtlefs
neceflary to be done, but then the text looks not at
all towards any fyﬁem of government, Individuals

. and nations alfo"are too apt to look for their prof-
‘perity and happinefs to creatures like themfelves.

They have experienced the integrity, and profited
by the fervices of thefe mien. - They have found

them faithful in arduous feafons, and have known

them hazard every thing to guard their rights. It
1s natural for them to fuppofe therefore, that they
can flill ferve them ; that if they are in difficulty,
thefe princes of the people can extricate them ; that
it needs only their appearance and exertions to fe.

R |  curg
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cure the public happinels; and, too unmindfuf of
the fuprerne and abfoluie LorDd' of the: univeriey
they place their confidence in % tan that fhall die,
" 2nd in the fon of man that fiiall be mtade as grafs.”

It is in the powerof princes to beltow grateful
diftin@ions and valuable offices upon their friendsy
and for thefe diftinftions it 1s natural to truft in prin-
ces. Sometimes this confidence operates to de-
{troy a {pirit of exertion, and prevent men from
feeking to deferve the objeéts of their purfuit ; but
oftener it leads us to bafe fervility, to look to our
earthly patrons, and: to forget the being who orders
all our changes, and who hath faid, ¢ Promotion
cometh neither from the eaft, nor from the weft,
nor irom the fouth, but Gobp is the judge ; he put-'
teth down one and fetteth up another.”

WHENEVER, in fhort, we forget our entire and
ablolute dependance upon the Aimicury, and
look to' man for protetlion, eafe and happinels ;
whenever we [uffer our attachment to worms of
the duft like ourfelves to prevent us from feeling
that Gop governs the world with an unlimited
fway, and that he alone 1s an objett of fupreme
truft ; we then may properly be faid to truft in the
{ons of men, and we alt contrary to the folemn pro-
hibition of the text.

Byt why are we forbidden to put our truit in
princes, or in the {on of man, and why may we not.
indulge
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The reaf@n 1S afﬁcrned in the text, 2 bccaufe 1n hun

ihere is no help, and becaufe his bleath goeth forth
he - returneth 0 -his earth ; ;- 10 Ihat very day hxs

thoughts pcuﬁ; ;

1r we confider the abfoiute and Unhrmted gov—-‘
ernment which the ‘ArMmicuTy exercifes over ‘all

the -works of his hands, we fhall difcern the propyie-

ty of the firft of thefe reafons. Al the inclinations
of the human mlnd are fub_]e& toa diviné control ;

Gob 1ea.ds men to feel and condu& towards us as

he fees to be beft, and they are made to be that to’
us wluch he thinks i 11: proper they fhould be. Thelr‘
dlfpoﬁtlons towards us, their exertions in" our fer-

vice anfwer fuch purPo{'es as he is pleafed to ap-

point, for 1nfp1rat10n declares; & many are . the”

the thoughts in 2’ man’s healt, but Lhe couni’el pf
the LORD ‘that fhall ﬁand

- B

THE greate{l and heﬁ of men cannot be’ ob‘leasj
of conﬁdence ‘mth 1efpe& to the thmgs Of anothe‘l '.

world s They’ may, it is true, be ufeful to usy they

may reftrain us from finy or they” may reProve us:
forit; and communion with them nay Increafa-

and animate our devout affettions ; but they can.

not heal a wounded fplrlt they cannot fpeak peace

to an awakened confmence ;. they cannot bring

home to our bofoms the bleﬂings of the- gofpel or
dtfﬁpate the clouds of fp1r1t11a1 defertmn. In thefe
c;rcumﬁances |

- a

- . . A
] Fa -
- - ] ¥ > nd 1 . . - ' r

Ey
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circumftances we may fay to them as the afflited
but refigned patriarch faid to his three friends,
¢ miferable comforters are ye all.” It is the grace
of CurisT, it is the ¢ ftill {fmall voice” of the gofpel
of our falvation, it is a view of the perfett righte-
oufnefs of the Sox of Gop alone which can give
us relief under thele mrcum{ta.nces,

~ Axp hoy many are the calamities of human life
under which our fellow men, great Or powerful as
they may be, can attord us no help'! 1 They cannot
cafe the pained heart ; they cannot prevent the
difireffes of our minds nor the deftru@ion of our
property ; they cannot reftrain the ravages of dif-
eafe nor arrclt the power of death, We may be
furrounded with the princes of the earth ; we may
ftand high in their favor, and they may have every
difpofition to ferve and make us happy ; and 'yet
we may envy the friendlefs beggar who ¢ hath not
where fo lay his head.” Gop defigned that we
fhould be ultimately dependant upon him, and that
we fhould look through all thofe who are the inftru-

ments of his pleafure to him who is the fovereign
Lozp of all.

OrTeN the pfinces of the earth fail us 1n the
confidence which we plaée upon them, and how
good {oever their difpofition may be to ferve us,
yet they may be fo circumftanced as that they can-
not do it. The great are furrounded by fuitors;

the
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the kindnefs of their hearts may lead them to wifh
that they could {erve them all, but 1t 1s not in their
power, and many mull of necefhty find that there

1s o help in them. -

~ In fhort, the only way to fecure the tranquility
of our own minds, and to obtain help from Gon
and man is, to love and reverence, obey and hon-
our Gop, and faithfully to do our duty to man..
If we are the friends of Gop and the real difciples

of Jesus Curist, he will ¢ withhold no good thing |
from us;” and the moft certain method to attain
the confidence and efteem of mankind isto deferve

them.

" Bur their liéb}ene& to' mortality 1s another rea-
{fon why we are charged in the text not to put our
truft 1n princes ; for the unvarying experience of,
the world hath f{hewn us that great ¢ men die as
well as the fool and the brutifh perfon.” . The pof-
{cflion of an empire, the throne of nations, the
{ceptre of the world are not any f{ecurity from the
arrefts of death. Alexander, the conqueror of the
world ; Alexander, the deified leader of many na-
tions ; Alexander groaned under the paroxyims of
difeafe, he died like other men, and his duft return-
ed to duft again.© The Cefars, the Pompeys, and
a long train of murdering heroes have followed him,
and all their viQlories, their iriumphs and their

mighty projefts have ended in the filent tomb.
Tue .
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. Tue expreflions of the text are {firong and eies
gant, * His breath goeth forth, he ‘returneth to his

carth, in that very day his thoughts pertth.” The
fving prince diders not from other men: His
frame, confifling of the fame materials, and fupport-
ed B}f the fame principles, is fubjeél to the decays
of nature and the affaults of difeale as much as’the
irame of the fimpleft peafant, The palaces af the
areat are not alwavs the {edts of mirth and pleafure,
they often refound with the groans of the pained,
and they frequenty furnifh fubje€ls for the triumphs
of death. % The breath of their princely owners
coeth forth,” and the funfiions of nature ceafe :
Not all their grandeur, net 2ll the elteem and af-
fechion which their friends had for them, can % re-
tain the {pirit in the day of death.” They lie fenfc-
lefs lumps of clay, and they regard not the refpet
which 1s paid to their memones. - |

\

Goo maﬂ¢ man at firft -of % the duil of the:
ezrth,” and when he had fallen from Gob he pro-
nounced the fentence which hath not ceafed to be
fulfilled even unto- this day, # Duft thou art, and
unto duft thait thou return.” Gréat and goad men
may be embalmed in the memory of their friends,
and may leave behind them the' % good name which
5 as precious ointment ;" but the lapfe of time will
deftroy every-veftige of their forms,-and the parts
which compofe them fhall not be connefted again

“ ll the heavens be no more.”  Our mother earth
will
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will fwallow up the faireft and moft beautiful bodies,
and we muft every. one “ fay to corruption, thou
art my father, and to the worm, thou art my mmh..-
er and my fifter.” * P

“ In that very day his thougilis pé;‘iﬂl"’ Far-
neftly as he may have fought the public benefit,
and deeply ashe may have been concerned in pro-
jetls for 1ts welfare, the greateft of men can purfue
them no longer when_his « breath croeth forth.”
Their confequences may pmve fdlutary to the peo-
ple whom he governed, and they may « rife up and
call him bleffed,” when his ears can liffen no long,er
to their grateful plaudits; but his intentions of fer-
vice, his devices, his plans for the.common benefit,
his thoughts of good for his country,-his children
and his friends perifh in ¢ the day when Gon take
eth away his foul.” -

Tux paft fubje& hath prefented us with a melan-
choly pifture of the ftate of mankind. It hath
taught us that «man in his beft eftate is altogeﬁher
vanity ;” that the great_eft, the w;fifeﬁ, the moft ufefui
among men are equally mortal with the meaneft
and moft unworthy, and that there is nothing under
the fun which can mer it our attention in compari-
fon of ¢« the one thlng that is ncedful "

Tue {ame affelling leflons are taught us by the
difperfation of Providence which occationed this
difcourfe. The death of the Governor of the

commonwealth,
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commonwealth, a man diftinguithed by his rink
and fortune, beloved by his fellow citizens, and
" loaded with their higheft honors, furnithes an illul
tration of the text more firiking, diretted more
pointedly to the feelings of every man of 'fenﬁbility,
than 1t 1s poflible for language to give. This event
has brought a gloom over every mind, and it
founds in every part of this extenfive and populous
State, the exhortation of the text, ¢ Put not your
truft in princes, nor in the fon of man in whom
there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he return-
eth to his earth ; in that very day his thoughts per-
T .. .

It is difficult to draw the charalter ofa manmn 2
flation {o elevated without being charged with par-
tiality, and with a difpofition to flatter the dead? or
gratify the living. But this is a duty which muft
be done, and it is a duty which my particular ﬁtl:la- | ;
tion renders indifpenfable to me. But think not
that I {hall attempt to delcribe this great man as a
character ablolutely- perfeét, for perfettion is not
the lot of humanity, and to afcribe it to the beft of
mortals muft prove a want of fincerity or know-
ledge. Let his failings, for which charity will fur-
nifh many apologies, be « buried with him ; and
woe befal the man who difturbs the afhes of the
dead, or wounds the hearts of the living by calling °
them to remembrance I—The envy muft be ranco-
rous indeed, the enmity muft be bitter beyond de-

{cription
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{eription which does not fubfide when the objeét
which excited them is laid low in the duft, and
¢ has no more portion in any thing which 1s done
under the fun.” '

Governor Hancock was formed by nature to
alt a brilliant part on the theatre of the world.
His abilities were of that kind which ftrike, afton-
ifh and pleafe. They were highly refpetiable ;
and were cyltivated by a learned education in our
umverﬁty, by trayelling abroad, and by the con-
verfation of wife and good men which he enjoyed
from his infancy, Ad0pted by an uncle* who pof-
{efled very great propeity, and who filled f_ome‘ of
the moft important ftations in the provinge, he ear-
ly became an .objeét of public attention. Every
{ced of cremus in him was cultivated, and his future
eminence was fondly predifted. They were hap-
py who could contribute to his advancement, and
his parents by adoption were more pléafed with
tokens of refpe€t fhewn to him than with thofe
which they received themfelves, '

In early life he came into pofleflion of a for-
wne equal to his utmoft wifhes, and fuperior to
any which our part of America had then known,
It was with anxiety s friends viewed him in this
fituation ; they feared that he would be drawn into

the

* The Hon. Thomas Hancock, Efg. one of the counci} for the prog

vince of Maffachufetts Bay, &c. died Auguft 1ff, 1764,
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the vortex of diffipation, and become a prey - to
thofe who « lie in wait to deftroy.” They were
pleafed when they found him taking a different
turn, wifhing to acquire the efteem and confidence
of men of worth and charafter, and appearing as
the friend and aflerter of the liberties of his coun-

try.

He began his public life in a period highly in-
terefting to America, a period which called out ev-
ery man’s exeruons and abiliies. It was at the
commencement of our controverfy with Great-Brit-
ain, and our refiftance to her unconftitutional afts.
Naturally warm and decifive, and incapable of ferv-
ing his friends or his country by halves, he entered
deeply into this refiftance. His patriotilm, and his
amiable popular manners, rendered him the idol of
his fellow citizens ; they loved his very name, and
early thowered upon him their beft honors. This
town, of which he {pake with affeftionate regard
to the day of his death, invelted him with every
diftinCtion which it was in their power to give.
They made him one of their magiftrates ; they call-
ed him into notice on every occafion, and were de-
tighted when they could do any thing to honour
him. Their young men were happy to connett
themfelves with him, and place themfelves under
fus command in a military core ; young and old
united 1n calling him to a feat in the general court
of the province ; and from early hife their {uffrages

were
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were never ance withheld from him. He has ah{fays

been dear to his fellow citizens. No man before
him ever poffefled fuch a command of their affac-
tions, and it has fometimes feemed as if they wetc
“ ready to pluck out their own eyés and giv’é them
ynto hjm,” - ' | o

Wrew he became a ftatefman his fphere of dc-
tion was enlarged, and his refpe&tability and popu-
lanty increafed with it, Mr. Hancock was a real
patriot, and refifted firong and dazzling temptations
to facrifice the caufe of his country, and withdraw
his oppofition to the meafures of the Britifh govern-
ment. He was eloquent, and {poke with cafe and
propriety upan every fubjeft ; his' manners were
graceful, and his name and influence were of the
higheft importance to the common caufe. Thefe
circumftances made him as dear to his fellow citi-
zens at large as he was to thofe of his own town.
They loved him becaufe he efpoufed their caufe
and aimed at their intereft.

Mzr. Hancock had a peculiar talent of prefiding
with eafe and dignity at the head of a deliberative
body. His attentions were equally diretted to all
the members, yetevery individual fuppofed himfelf
to be particularly noticed.and favoured. Thefe tal-
ents he difcovered when called to prefide in the,
provincial congrefs of Maffachufetts in the year

1774, and they afterwards improved and enlarged
| when,
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when, for feveral years at the commencement of
the war, he 'prﬂ{ided in the congrefs of united
America. -Iis polite and ealy manners, his ele-
cant tafte, his dignified appearance qualified him
to appear with advantage at the head of the ftates.
While he filled this ftation, fome of the moft inter-
eiting events took place which ever agitated any
country. A war with Great-Britain commenced
and was carried on with various {uccels. The frlt
commiffion ever held by the commander in chief
of our armies, the great and good man who
{fo happily led them during our whole war, was

figned by Mr. Hancock. At the head of the band
of heroes who declared their country free and inde-
pendent, his name appears. He witnefled in this
ftation the retreat through the Jerfies, and the
capture of Burgoyne. The weight of bufinefs in-
cumbent upon him at this time was exceedingly
heavy, and he was indefatigable in his attention to
if.

Ix proportion to his influence in America and
his ufefulnefs to its caule, he became an objett of
hatred and refentment to its enemies. They were
not content with wvilifying him as a man without
principle and without fortune ; they aftually except-
ed him, with another diftinguithed patriot, our pref:
ent commander In chief, from the pardon which
they offered to all others. His zeal was not cooled,
nor hus courage abated by their threatenings. He

was
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ivas firm, inflexible and animated, and his ardor

feemed to increafe inftead of diminifhing with the
difficulties of our fituation. It was with great haz.
ard he ferved his country,and 1n proportion to this
hazard did his fervice appear valuable and impor-
tant in their eyes.

WaEeN at his own requelt he was reléafed from
the fatigues of this {tation, and returned to this

State, he was received with former affection, and

experienced former confidence. But the people
of Maffachufetts manifefted their efteem for him
moft decidedly, when they called him by their {uf-
frages to be the firt Governor under our prefent
happy conftitution. Such confidence and diftinc-
tion are rarely placed long 1n the fame man; the
collifions of party, the envy and ambition of com-
petitors, fome of thofe unforeleen contingencies
which like ¢« timé and chance happen to all men,”
commonly after a few years deprive a man of popu-
lar affefion ; but Mr. Hancock never loftit. Ev-
ery year, excepting when at his own defire he was
exculed, brought him to the chair with a cléar and
decided majority, and {ometimes with a confent
nearly unanimous. On the laft cletion, the num-
bers in his favour were aslarge as ever. To the
day of his death he was * accepted of the multitude
of his brethren,” and held a larger {hare in their af-

feftions than any man before him enjoyed.
His
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His attachment to the intereft, the freedom and
fovereignty of the ftate was uniform and inflexible,
He was not found wanting in demontftrating this at-
tachment ; and the approbation of his public con-
dudi, the fatisfaction which he gave in this office
may be certainiy argued {rom the conftant and gen-
eral fuffrages of his conftituents. They confidered
him as a genuine republican, as the friend of the
people, the firm fupporter of the caule of freedom ;
and they viewed him fo with reafon. His laft
affetiing interview with the legiflature, in which he
declared, under circumitances peculiarly awful, hig
attachment to the people and his integrity 1n their

fervice, furnifh a ftrong trait in this part of his char-
atter.

It would be injuftice to the memory of Governor
Hancock not to fay, that he was a firm friend to
the independence and happinefs of united America.
When the {federal conflitution, from which this
country has received the moft eflential advantages,
was before the people, he gave his decided influ-
ence in 1ts favour, and did then perhaps as much

iervice to his country as when he conlented to its
independence. o

HE fame regard to the rights of man and the
happinefs of the world, which made him a patriot
at home, induced him to with well to all mankind
abroad ; and fixed him the warm uniform friend of

the
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the revolution in France. While he lamented the
excefles and divifions of this gallant nation, he re-

joiced in their fuccefs, and ardently defired that
they might enjoy the bleffings of a free government.

To the charafter of Governor Hancock as a
public man, may very properly be added his muni-
ficence. Perhaps there is not a perfon in America
who has done more generous and noble athons,
and who upon all occafions contributed more libe-
rally to public infhitutions. Befides the grand and
hofpitable manner in which he entertained foreign-
ers and others in his houfe, he expended large
fums for every patriotic purpofe, and for the bene-
fit of our univerfity, and equalled the generolity
of his worthy patron to it by his own donations,

His afls of charity and liberality of a more pri-
vate nature were numerous and conftant. All his
friends, and often his enemies, partook of them ;
and he feemed to be more happy in contributing
to the enjoyment of thofe whom he loved than in
his own grathication.—1I fhould be guilty of bafe
ingratitude did I not thus publickly acknowledge
numberlels inftances of kindnefs, attention and lib-
crality which I have received at his hands. Thefe
now lie heavy at my heart,and increafe my forrow
{or his lofs, though they have not bribed me to exceed
the truth in delineating his charafter.—The poor,
the widow, the fatherlefs, the unhappy debtor, the

prifoner,
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_pnfon..,i, the dcca} ed gentleman, all ¢ xperlenc*ed hig
' bounty. . The fums v.nlch he gave a.w'a} in thls man-

ner were aftonifhing, and w ould fcarcely be credlted
were they to be told. HIS gene;joﬁty was. prmer-
bial, and was felt ﬁ)metlmes ata great diftance from
his home.  He Was 2 prince ainong men:upon ﬂns
account. %When the ear héard him then. it blefT:
ed him, and when the eye faw him it gave witnefs
to him, becaufe he delivered the poor that criedy
and the fatherlefs;and him that-had none -to ‘help
him ; thﬂ' blefﬁnﬂ of him that was réady to perifly
came Upon hlm, and he caufed the widow’s heart to
fing for joy ; he was eyes to the blind, and feet was
he to the lame; he was a father to the poor, and
the caufe which he knew ‘not he fearched ‘out.”
- And he might have adopted the further: Tan-
. guage of JGD, and have faid, ¢ My root was
fpread out by the wat eTs, ‘and the dew’ lay 'aﬂ
night upon my branch ; my Iory was frefh in me,
and my bow was renewed in my hand ; unto me
men gave ear, and waited and kept filence at niy’
counfel ; after my ‘words they fpake not again, and.
my fpeech dropped upon them,and they walted |
tor me as for the rain, and. they opened their mouth 4
wide as for the latter rain. If I laughed ‘on them
they believed it not, and the hght of my counte- *
nance they caft not down I chofe out their: waj,
and fat chief, and dwelt as a kmg in the army, as.
one that comforteth the mourners.”

‘t.
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tnuc,mnn by pious fnends, a reverence for
.tehglon and its inftitutions was early 1ncuIcatcd'
ipon him. This reverence he never loft. Hid
houfe and his heart ‘were always 0pen to thé
mlmﬁers of religion, and he moft publ.dxly avowed
' his attachmient to them, He felt himfelf mtereﬁec[
in every thing that related o thé houfe of Gos:
He inherited from his worthy ancéftors a great affec-
tion for this religious focmtyg and he exceeded them
in his alls of liberalityto it. * The facred defk from |
which I now fpeak, yonder bell which calls us to
the houfe of Gop; and announces’ eur. retutn to
« the houfe appointed for ail living,” the volime
from which the facred fcriptures are read, were ex-
clufive. dgnations from him ; and we all krow how
largely he contributed; with other wotthy and muni-

 ficent mep, in eretling this elegant.place of worthip,
and procuring the expenfive organ which affifts usin
our plalmody. It might have been faid of him as,
-~ of the centurion by the Jews, “he loved our nation,
and hath built us a fynagogue.” He entered into
all our mtereﬁs with a watmth and fincerity which

proved his real attachment to our peace and happl..r
nefs.

So much have I faid upon the public charafter
of this great man, as that I have not left myfelf time.
to fpeak of him in a more private capacity. Indeed.
this is not the proper place for the performance of
fuch a duty ; but there is no impropriety in exprefl+

D ing
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ing our wifhes and prayers that Gop would fuppogt
and comfort the partner of his life, his aged and
afflifled parentshis furviving brother, and his other
relatives ! May he ¢ teach them to profit by the
things which they fuffer,” and p ‘prepare them to fole
}mx hlm into the eterna] world!

-~

- Axp thus, Ty brethten;, have I attemipted to do

juftice to the chatafler of this great and amiable
man ; and my heart bleeds when I refle& that 1t is
the laft token of refpe¥ and kindnefs which I can
ever {iew. him I There is fomething diftrefling in
performing the laft offices to Gur frierids;in clofing
their eyes,and conveying them to the place whence
they-{hall not return !;The-fgznﬁbﬂity muft be-wealk
indeed which is not awakene'd'upoﬂ fuch an occa~
fion. T am fure I feel it at this motient, and while
I thus take a final leave as to this world of my friend
and benefaftor, I experience fenfations which: it-is
not inmy power to deferibe ! '

BuTt there isa dutv which I ftill owe to the living
upon this occaﬁon, and by this duty I am led to obs
ferve, that the death of a perfon in a flation fo ele-
vated, calls for a ferious and religious improve-
ment ; ¢ -For behold the Lorp, the Lorp of hoﬂs,
doth take away from Jerufalem and from ]udah
the ftay and the ftaff, the judge and the prophet, and
the prudent and the ancient, the honourable man
and the counfelfor, and the land mourseth this day.”

Tuose
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~ Tuoese whonow fill, or who have heretofore
ﬁlled confplcuous ftations among us, and who have
been converfant with the decealed in the cares and
concerns of public hfe, are called 10ud1y to ¢ con-
fider their frame, and to remember that they are
but duft.” FElevated as their ftations. are, and dlf
tinguithed as they may be by rank and fortune, they
fee that ¢ their breath muft go forth,and in that ve-
ry day their thoughts perifh.” -The cares and {olici-

tudes of important ftations, ought not now to pre-

vent them from logking after their deceafed friend
and companion into-the gloamy ¢ houfe appointed
for all living.” It fhould make them realize that
~ the dream of life will foon he over, when they muft
appear in that world where their diftin®ions will
not avail them, and nothing will {tand them in ftead
but the approbation of Gop and the teftimony of
their own confciences. Serioufnefs in the fervice
of Gopy and pure and inflexible fidelity to men,
can alone afford peace:afd {atisfaétion ta the dying
ruler. On the bed: of ficknels -and death, all his
popularity, all hispofleffions,all hisbranching honors
will notavail him ; he muftdie like othermen,and «in
that very day his thoughts perifh ! Learn then, our
venerable fathers, your intereft and yourduty ! Supe-
xior to private or {elfith views, you will feek earneft-
lythe public good ; you will ¢“fear Gopandhate cov-
etoufnels ;" you will be. ¢ juift men ruling in his
fear,” and the great folicitude of your. lives will be,

| that
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that in the clofe of them you may have this for ydur
¢ rejoicing,the teftimony of your confciences, that
in fimplicity and godly fincerity, not by flefhly wil-
dom, but by the grace of Gop, you have had your
converfation in the world ;” and be admitted to the
rewards of faithiful fervants in Gop’s heavenly kmg

dom.

Tuose wholived in habits of focial intimacy and
irniendfhip with the late Governor, will permit me
to call their attention to the voice of Gop which
loudly exclaims, in this providence, ¢ Be ye allo
ready.” It is a ferious and affe@ting thought,
that we fhall ¢ foon go to him, though he fhall nev-
er return to us.” We can no longer thew our grat-
itude, or exprefs our affettion for him, for he 1s be-
yond the reach of the tendereft friendihip, and can
derive neither pleafure nor advantage from our at-
tentions or fervices. But we fhall foon follow him
in ¢ the way whence we fhall not return.” ¢ The
places which now know us fhall foon know us no
more forever : We fhall return no more to aur
houles, neither fhall our places know us any more.™
Let us not be difobedient to the voice of Gop, nor
“ defpile our own mercies.” Itisfor ourlife ; the
happinefs and welfare of our fouls for eternity de-
pena upon it : Now therefore may the grace of
Curist imprefs our hearts, and ¢ bring every
thought into obedience to his captivity !”

THE



29
Tut Most Hicn hath been piea:fe& to ¢ break
In upon this fd'ciety with breach upon breach.”

'Thofe who ¢ feemed to be’ plllars are taken away

from us, and we are deprived -of our benefaltors
and ornaments. Both the great men who have fill-
ed the office of chlef maglﬁrate under our ‘free cons
ftitution, and who were wont to worﬂup ﬂatedly
with us, are now 1a1gl low together | in the filent tomb,
Death 1s ébnftanﬂy making ravages upon us, and

galling us to exclaim, % Help, LoRrp, for the gadly.

man ceafeth, the faithful fail fom among the chil-
dren of men !” May thole who furvive be animated
tq their duty, and exhorted to « make their calling
and elettion fure,” becaufe ¢ the time is - fhort, and.
the judge ftandeth at the door.”

Tue {olemnities of death and judgment remind us |

all of the neceffity of attending to the great concerns
of religion. Nothing but an intereft in the great
jalvation, nothing but true vital godlinefs, founded
by the grace of Gop in the heart, and manifefted
in the life and converfatmn, can raife us above the
fears of death, or ripen us for the enjoyments of
heaven ! Whatever may be our ftations, or in
whatever circumitances divine providence may
place us, ferious godlinels fhould be the firft obje&
of our attention. Now it may be attained. The
bleflings of the gofpel are now preffed upon our ac-
ceptance, and the aids of divine grace are offered
to « help ouy infirmities.” By and by the feene will

be
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be changed ; the curtain will drop ; we fhall bid an
everlafting farewel to the world, and fhall enter up-
on the ftate where every man will receive according
to his works. Now therefore let us ¢ feek the
Lorb while he may be found, and call upon him
while he Is near.” Let us not ¢ truft in princes,
nor in the {on of man, in whom there 1s no help,”

“but let us ¢ truft in the Lorb forever, for in the
Loap Jerovau is everlafting ftrength. !”

Axp nowunto him & before whom all nations are

- as the drop of the bucket, and the duft of the ba-

lance,” unto the King eternal, immortal and invifi-

ble, the only wife Gop, be afcribed all might, ma-
jefty and dominion, both now and forever,”

A M E N.




