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1 SAMUEL, XX. 3. .

BUT TRULY AS THE LORD LIVETH, AND
AS THY SOUL LIVETH, THERE IS BUT
A STEP BETWEEN ME AND DEATH.

e R ——

HE friendfhip which {ubfifted between Jonathan

and David, as recorded in the fcriptures, was

fo warm and fincere as to have become proverbial.

This friendfhip was founded on mutual efteem, and

was cemented by many adts of kindnefs and affection.

The interefts of thefe perfons were dear to each

other, and no evil could befall the one without fenfi-
bly wounding and grieving the other.

In fuch a friendfhip there muft be an unreferved
confidence ; for where a man conceals any thing from
his friend, which it is neceflary and fit for him to
know, he violates his engagements, and trefpafles
againft the laws of friendthip. David did not offend
in this manner, but opened his heart freely and fully
to Jonathan. Envy at his fame, and jealoufy of his
increafing influence, after his conqueft of Goliah, had

filled
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flled Saul with the utmoft virulence againft David.
His paflions rofe to fuch a pitch as led him to at-
tempt, in various different ways, to difpatch this in-
nocent young man, whom he viewed as the rival of
his fame, and the future ufurper of his throne and
kingdom. So bitter was Saul’s rancour, and fo plain-
ly had David perceived his attempts to murder him,
as that he could not think it proper to continue any
longer in the court where he was liable conftantly to
fecl the cfiects of Saul’s ennity.  1le fled from Naioth
in Ramah, and came tc Jonathan, the friend of his
foul. Therc appears to be a degree of warmth in his
firft application to Jonathan ; a warmth which arofe
from the confcioufnefs of his innocence, and an impa-
tience of unmerited perfecution. ¢ What have I
done,” fays he, < what is mine iniquity ? and what is
my {in before thy father, that he feeketh my life ¢
Jonathan could not fuppofc his parent to be guilty of
fo much cruelty ard ingratitude as to feek the death
of a man, who had preferved his crown when it was
juft falling from his head, and faved the kingdom of
Ifrael from imminent deftrudtion ; he could not fup-
pofe him to be fo unjuit as to attempt injuring an in-
nocent and upright man, as he knew David to be ;
and his duty, as well as inciination, led him, fo far as
was poffible, to think well of his father, and juftify his
conduct. TIl¢, thercfore, attempts to calm the imind

of his friend, not only by thefc confiderations, but by
afluring
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afluring him, that his father never took a fingle {tep,
of any kind whatever, withcut communicating it to
him. David had felt too much to be foothed in this
way, or perfuaded to difbelieve that of which he was
{o fully convinced. He cbviates Jonathan’s objection
by remarking, that Saul knew well the friendfhip
which fubfifted betiveen them, and was loth to com-
municate to his fon a refolution which he knew muft
grieve him. He adds immediately, as an evidence of
his full convidtion and abfolute certainty of the truth
of what he had faid, the words of the text, < As the
Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, there is but a {tep
between me and death !” A mcthod was then con-
certed between the two friends, by which the fa&
might be afcertained, and Jonathan be convinced of
the real intentions of his father. Too foon this good
young man found the fufpicions of David to be juft,
and that his father was really the cruel and unjuft
tyrant which he had been reprefented. Fatal indeed
are the effets of ambition and envy on the human
heart ! They deftroy its amiable fcnfibilities ; they
diminith, and in the end exterminate, our fenfe of
juftice, of gratitude, and even natural affettion, and
often hurry men into crimes which aftonith the
world, and bring indelible difgrace upon the human

character ! |
Davip could not have more ftrongly expreffed the
full conviction which he felt, that he was in imminent
danger
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danger of death, than by the declaration, the folemn
declaration, of the text. It is confirmed by two
oaths ; and though we praife him not for ufing fuch
language, yet it expreﬂ'ed ftrongly the perturbation
of his own mind, and ferved to imprefs the mind of
Jonathan with a fenfe of his extreme hazard. ¢ As
the Lord liveth,” fo furely as there is 2 God in
~ heaven : ¢ As thy foul liveth,” fo truly as you have
an exiftence, “I am in the moft imminent danger of
death. A day, an hour, or a moment may fubject
me to the efles of thy father’s cruelty, and carry
me out of the world. There is but a fingle ftep be-
tween me and death.”

IT was upon a particular occafion that thefe words
were fpoken, and the man who uttered them was ex-
pofed to be murdered by ftratagem, by the proftituted
forms of juftice, or by immediate and dire violence.
" He was in the hands of a prince whofe abfolute power
enabled him, at any time, to execute his bloody pur-
pofes, and therefore he felt his danger to be extreme.
But the declaration cannot be confined only to fuch 2
man, and to fuch circumftances. On the contrary,

with the utmoft truth and propriety may the words
of David be applied to us all.  « As the Lord liveth,
my Brethren, and as your fouls live, there is but a
ftep between you and death !”

THEeRE is no need of entering into a formal proof
of this point. Every man knows it. He fees it.

And
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And with refpe@ to every man but himfelf, he feels
it. We can look around upon our fellow men and
fee their infirmities. We can perceive them to be
haftening with rapid fteps to the grave, and may ex-
pect every hour to find them feized by the king of
terrors. “ All men think all men mortal but them-
felves.” We find no difficulty in confidcring the
various circumftances which may attend the deaths
of others. We can realize how they will appear
when their bodies are thronded for the grave. We
¢can anticipate our own feelings, and the feclings of
their friends, when the pafling bell fhall announce
their approach to the ¢ houfe appointed for all
living.” We can fee them lowered into the dark,
cold grave, and can hear the earth founding on their
cofins. We can think how we fhall feel when we
come away, and leave them ¢ covered with the clods
of the valley ;”” how their houfes will appear, and
what fituation their friends will be in, when ¢ the
places that now know them,thall know them no mcre.”
We can paint all thefe things ftrongly upon our im-
aginations as to others; but our hearts thrink when
we come to apply them to ourfelves. A fecret
thuddering feizes the mind, and we turn away from
a profpect which terrifies us. 'What —to bid an
cternal farewell to the world; to have no more to
do with its concerns; to leave the perfons, the
places, with which we have, from the beginning of

B our
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our exiftence, been converfant ; to lay afide the
body, which nas been our clofe companion, and the
principal cbjec of our cares, for many years, to go
down into the grave; to be fhut up in darknefs and
gloom, and to have “no fhare in any thing that is
done under the fun!” To realize thefe things, is a
very great attainment, and very few there are who
arrive at it, who poflefs firminefs and coolnefs
enough to keep their eyes fteadily fixed wpon objects
fo tfel'rifying,~ and upon {ccnes fo awful. If, by
alarming providences of God, we are for a2 moment -
awakened, we foon return to our flumbers, and

dream on, without being difturbed or awakened.
But, we muft every one of us be convinced that
there is but a ftep between us and death. If we
liften only to the voice of reafon, of difcretion, of
common fenfe, we fhall hear a voice loudiy proclaim-
ing, that “in the midit of life we are ia death.”
What is the voice of the frequent infirmities, the
pains, the languor, the indifpofition which we daily
feel ¢ Is it not that we < dwell in houfes of clay,”
that we have the feeds of death germinating within
us; and that the finalleft defe@ in one of the veflels
of the body, may ftop forever the operations of the
machine, and reduce it to an inanimated trunk ?
When the partners of our lives, the parents who
gave us being, the companions of our cheerful hours,
the neighbours with whom we werc daily conver-
fant ;
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fant ; when thefe are fuddenly, and, as it were, in
a moment fnatched from us, what is the language
of divine providence? What inftru&ion, what leffon
is addrefled to the heart? Is it not the important
leflon taught by the Prince of life and glory, « Be ye
alfo ready; for at an hour that ye think not, the
Son of Man thall come” ? When we fee our friends
one hour converfing with eafe and cheerfulnefs, in
the enjoyment of full health and vivacity, and the
next ftretched upon the bed of death, what fhould
we learn from the fight, but a leflon of our own
mortality ? For, we are made of the fame perithing
materials ; we are liable to the fame accidents, and
know as certainly thyt we muft die, 23 we know
that tbey are dead. Brethren, we are hurrying rap-
idly down the hill of life. Every ftep brings us
nearer to the clofe of our journey. Our next ftep
may be the laft. “In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye,” we may fall into the dark, the fathomlefs
abyfs, which has fwallowed up the myriads of man-
kind who have exifted fince the creation, and which
terminates, unavoidably, the career of human life.
One ftep more may cnd cur journey. We may fall,
never to rife again, and the gulf of eternity may
fwallow us up forever! What plainer proof can i
give to this congregation, of the truth of thefe obfer-
vations, than the fudden and furprifing death which
has occafioned the prefent difcourfe ! This is a louder

leflon
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leffon of mortality than any which 1 can read to
you. This is a preacher who muft be heard, whofe
veracity cannot be doubted, and whe addrefles him-
fcif deeply to the heart and the feclings: It is deatk,
fudden, alarming, melanchaly death, who now ad-
drefles you. His voice is deep and folemn, but loud
and commanding. He calls you to awake from the
flumbers of infenfibility, and to * confider your lat-
ter end”! Let him not addrefs you in vain. Let
pot his voice be filenced by the follies or flatteries
of life, left he fhould come and lay his icy hand
upon you, and carry you the way whence you fhall
not return.

BuT what benefit will refalt from thefe confidera-
tions ? Is it merely to make us feel grave and melan-
choly for a time, and take away our rclifh for the
amufemrents and pieafures of life 7—No—the moft
falutary effe@s will refult from fuch a realizing fenfe
of cur mortality ; effects which will not deprive us
of the pleafures of life, but which will give us a true
and proper cnjoyment of them ; eflets, which will
increafe the real dignity of our charalers, and pre-
parc us for exquifite and endlefs happinefs.

A ruLL convition that we are liable, every mo-
ment, to death, will lead us, in the firft place, to fix
a proper valuc upon the world.

IT will prevent us from being fondly attached to
it, and will make us fecl as ¢ pilgrims and ftrangers

here




[ 13 ]

here upon earth.” If, when we rife in the morning,
we know not that we fhall live till night : If, when
we leave our houfes, we know not that we fhall ever
return to them : If, when engaged in parties of law-
ful and cheerful amufement one hour, we know not
but that in the next we fhall be gone away forever :
If we bring home thefe things to our hearts, we can-
not furely be immoderately attached to the world
and its enjoyments. We fhall not place our happi-
nefs in our friends, pleafant or agrecable as they may
be to us, becaufe we know that we and they are
equally expofed to the affaults of the grand enemy.
We thall not place our happinefs iiz honor, becaufe all
honor is humbled by the duft ; nor fhall we fix our
hearts upon riches, becaufe they cannot ¢ redeem the
foul in the day of death ; and when we are gone,
we “ know not who fhall gather them.” Alas!
what are the pleafures of life, exquifite as they may be,
to 2 man who feels himfelf dying, and who ¢ knows
not what a day may bring forth ?* They are as
nothing ; and the glory of the world, its value, its
importance, its excellency, all vanith away on the ap-
proach of death, ¢ like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,
and leave not a wreck behind.”

- THis fenfe of death will lead us to think foberly of
the world, to be thankful for its good things, and to
improve them as the traveller gratefully improves the
accommodations of an inn ; to embrace every oppor-

tunity
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tunity of being ufeful to the world, as “ knowing!
that our labor will not be in vain in the Lord.” It
will learn us to be moderate and temperate in prof-
perity ; to be patient and humble in adverfity, never
to murmur at the divine difpofals, but * in whatever
ftate we are, therewith to be content.” < But this,
I fay, Brethren, the time is fhort ; it remaineth that
both they that have wives, be as though they had
none ; and they that weep, as though they wept not ;
and they that rcjoice, as though they rejoiced not ;
and they that buy, as though they poflefled not ; and
they that ufe this world as not abufing it, for the
fathion of this world pafleth away.”

A sense of our liablenefs to inftant death, will
lead us, fecondly, to conduct properly towards our

friends and ccnnexions in cvery ftation and rclation
of life.

How careful fhould we be of grieving or of-
fending them; of doing that which would wound
or injure their feelings, if we viewed them as on the
borders of the grave, and knew that they would
not be fpared to us another day. How eafy would
it be in this cafe, to bear with their little failings ; and
how careful would it render us to do every thing which
we knew to be neceflary to their comfort and happi-
nefs ! Could we grieve, offend, or injure a friend,
whom we viewcd as on the verge of cternity, and
of whom we knew that a few hours would deprive
us forever ? Ir
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Ir we felt ourfelves in this fituation, how careful
fhould we bc of injuring, either in perfon, in good
name, or cftate, any one with whom we were con-
neited! How ftri® and pun&ual and confcientious
in all our dealings ! How careful nct to do the leaft
wrong . How folicitous that we fhculd be, and ap-
pear to b, upright ; and not only fo, but kind and
benevolent! How charitable would it make us in
our opinions of others! How thoroughly would ,ai-
fion and envy and pride be eradicated from our
bofoms, and how ready fhould we be to pardon and
pafs by the failings or offences of our neighbors! If
it was in our power to do good to their fouls or
bodies, how cheerfully fhould we embrace the oppor-
tunity, and exert ourfelves for their benefit! The
cxcufes which we now make for our idlenefs, and
the fpecious arts by which we attempt to juftify or
difzuife our firful and wrong actions, would then
lofe all their force, and we fhould ¢ follow that which
is altogether juft,” kind and good! Nothing will fo
cfleGually cure us of turbulent or unruly paflions,
of difhoneft or improper prachices, as feeing and
feeling that < there is but a ftep between us and
death.” If hufbands nd wives, parents and chil-
dren, mafters an. :.svants, rulers and fubjects, felt
this really to be 1\.c wafe, it would make them ftrictly
carcful of their condu& to each other.

GREAT carc to redeem our time, would be another

conicquence
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confequence of our realizing that we are liable td

inftant death. ‘ |
My BRETHREN, if we knew that we were to die to

night, how fhould we improve this holy day ? How
fhould we attend upon the duties of public worthip ?
How fhould we fpend our time, when we return from
the houfe of God? Do you think that we fhould
walk out for our amufement, that we fhould pay a
vifit to our friends, or feek vifits from them *~Much
do I doubt whether this would be the cafe. It is
more natural to fuppofe, that we thould pafs our
time in ferious devotion ; and if we iought any com-
pany, it would be the fociety of thofe who could
guide and affift us in the way to Heaven. On other
days, if we felt as David exprefles himfelf in the text,
we fhould not wafte our time in idlenefs or unnecef-
fary amufement ; we fhould not delay our attention
fo any bufinefs which was properly before us, nor
fhould we neglet to < fet our houfes in order.” It
is a plain duty for every man who poffefles property,
and who withes to difpofe of it at his death fo as to
prevent contention, injuftice, and difliculty, to do
this immediately. Not for a fingle day fhould it be
delayed, becaufe hereby the opportunity for doing it
may be forever loft. Men who feel themfelves to be
dying, do not procraftinate their bufinefs. They do
not wafte their time ; but a fenfe of its value, as well
as of the account which they muft give of it, makes
them careful to redeem it. A stxep
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A sense of our being liable to inftant death would,
fourthly, make us careful of our thoughts, words
and adtions.

Dvine men do not generally indulge themfelves in
finful or improper thoughts or words. Death is a
ferious hour, and will bring a folemnity over the
fpirit. It will make vs careful of what we fay and
do, and will induce us to conduét properly and fuita-
bly, fo as that we may not be afraid to account to
God. Did we bring death near to us ; vain, idle,
impure imaginations would be banifhed from our
minds, and we fhould < keep our hearts with all dil-
igence.” Our converfation would « tend to the ufe
of edifying.” Every thing improper would be avoided,
and ¢ our fpeech would be with grace, feafoned with
falt.” Finally, kow careful would the profpe® of
death make us of doing any thing finful or wrong !
Temptation would lofe its force. The world would
be deprived of its charms, and we fhould feel the ne-
ceffity of « walking circumfpeétly,” of * avoiding the
moft diftant appearance of evil, and abounding in
every good word and work.” If we knew, if we
realized, that ¢ there was but a ftep between us and
death,” we fhould not dare to offend God, nor
wound our own fouls.

FirruLy. The profpe@ of immediate death would
make us prayerful.

PrAYER is our firft refuge in diftrefs of any kind,
and it is the firft employment to which a dying man

C will
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will betake himfelf. Oh, how earneftly defirous are
perfons fenfible of approaching death to have the
throne of grace addrefled in their behalf! what « firong
cryings and tears’ do they pour out, and how fer-
vently do they cry to God to have mercy upon them !
This is not the effett of weaknefs or cathufiafm. It
is a principle felt in every covatry, and under every
fyftem of religion s it is a principle deeply engraven
- on the human heart ; ard it is a principle calculated
to produce every good difpofition in us, to make us
feel that we depend upon God, that we are account-
able to him, and ‘hat we muft be holy if we with to
enjoy his favor.

Ir we rofe in the morning apprehenfive that we
thould die before night, is it probable that we fhould
neglect fecret prayer ? Should we not cry mightily to
God for his pardon and cternal life ? Wouid the
bufinefs and conct ns of life appear fo important, as
to hinder us from performing the devotions of the
family ? Would the cares of the world, its amufe-
ments or pleafures, fo engrofs our minds, as to pre-
vent us from thinking upon fubjets of religion,
or attending upon the offices of it ~Let our own
coniciences reply ; and at the fame time iet them tell
us, that as we ¢ know not what a day may bring
forth,” it becomes us always to live in this manner.

BuT, finally, if we fclt as David appears to have

done, by the expreflion ufed in thc text, we fhould
| not
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not be eafy, unlefs we knew that we were truly re.
ligious, and were favingly interefted in the divine
favor.

Men permit themfelves to remain in uncertainty,
as to the nacure of religion, and their own concern
with it, becaufe they are not fenfible of its importance.
If they felt themfelves on the verge of eternity, and
faw that they were juft ready to enter on a future
ftate, their firft and moft earneft inquiry would be,
‘““ what fhall we do to be faved ?’—Thzy would be
anxious above meafure to know in what tree religion
confifts, and to examine the proofs and evidences by
which it is fupported. They would not ¢ give flecp
to their eyes,” till they knew they were born of Ged,
that they were true believers in Jefus Chrift, and had
cxercifed the ¢ repentance which is unto life.”” They
would be careful to have their tempers, their words
and actions conformable to the will of God, as ex-
prefled in the gofpel of his Son ; and they could not
be ealy, nor at reft, while they had reafon to doubt
whether they were real chrifiians, and had truly felt
the power of divine grace. To a dying man, re-
ligion is the moft interefting of all fubjets. And I
do not hefitate to fay, that the religion of the gofpel,
which holds up a free pardon to the guilty finner,
through the merits and rightcoufnefs of Jefus Chrift,
is alone calculated to give relief and confolation to a
dying man. This do&rine of free grace will be balm

to
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to his heart, and can alone heal the wounded fpirit.
¢ Oh that we were wife, that we underftood this,
that we did but confider our latter end ; that we
did fo confider it, as to feel the importance and ne-
ceflity of our being truly and perfonally interefted in
the bleflings of the gofpel !

To thefe obfervations, fo plain and pra&ical, noth-
ing need be added by way of application. If they
are properly confidered, they will lead us to make a
good improvement of the {udden and affeCting death
which occafioned them. And we ought all to be fo-
licitous tc make fuch an improvement. Wkhen we
iee our fellow-men, thofe who were eminently ufeful
and peculiarly dear to their friends and connexions ;
when we fee them fuddenly fnatched away from us,
and we ure cailed to commit them to the dark and
filent tomb; we fhall be inexcufable if we do not
think ferioufly on the great fubjett of religion, and
are not animated to prepare for our own diffolution.
When, as in the inftance of our departed friend, we
iee a perfon called out of the world immediately upon
Jeaving the houfe of God;* furely we muft refle®
with ourfelves, how would it be with us, were we

now

* Mr. Goruam was taken ill as he was returning frcm a le@ure,
where he had heard a difcourfe from thofe words of Saint Paul,
o Tim. i. ra. “J know in whom I have believed, and am perfuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have committed to him againft
that day.” His illnefs deprived him very foon of his fpeech and
fenfes, which he never recovered.
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now to be thus called away; were we to be de-
prived of our reafor at once, and never to recover it
till all was over with us, and we were introduced to
our future and final fate! How diligent thould we
be, under this impredlion, to “ worthip God in the
fpirit,” and to improve diligently the religious ad-
vantages with which we are favored! If we were
now to hear a vuice, faying, * Behold, the Judge
ftandeth at the dnur,” how earnelt fhould we be
for divine mercy, and how folicitous to “ make our
calling and cle@iois {ure™!

IT would bz eafy for me to delineate the fireng
and lively traits which marked the charadter of the
amiable and worthy man whom we now lainent, but
this duty is to be performed by a perfon * who will
do him more juftice than it is in my power tc do.
But you will not charge me with anticipating him,
nor departing from my own line, when I fay, that,
of his tendernefs as a hufband, his affeionate folici-
tude as a parent, and his faithfulneis and duty as a
fon, a brother and a friend, the tears, the exquifite
grief of thofe to whom Mr. Goruam was thus re-
lated, bear the ftrongeft teflimony. Happy in the
bofom of an amiable family, and in the efteem, the
Jove, and confidence of his friends and immediate

connexions,

* PreviousLy to the delivery of this difcourfe, Dr. THoNAS
WELSH had been appointed, by the town of Charlefown, to dcliver
a Euiogy on the charaler of Mr. Goruan.
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connexions, in eafy and affiuent circumitances, he
had much to attach him to the world, and induce
him to with for the continuance of life. But God
has feen fit to order it otherwife. He who cannot
err has pailed the decree, which no good man will
cenfure, and no mortal can reverfe. It is for us
filently to refign ourfelves to the will of heaven;
and though we arc fenfible that * the ways of God
are paft finding oat,” yet to rejoice that a being
perfelly wife and good, the “ Lord God omnipe-
tent, reigneth.””

THERE can be no phiiner proof of the eminent
abilities and virtaes of our deceafed friend, than the
cfteem and confidence which he enjoyed from a frec
and enlightened country. There are few men who
have filled fo many and important offices as he has
fuftained, and who filled them to fuch general ac-
ceptance. This town early noticed his abilities, and
employed him in their fervice. Then he attra&ed
the attention and confidence of this commonwealth,
and at laft was raifed to the higheft office in the
United States.* Of his wifdom or integrity, it is
not neceffary for me to ipeak, becaufe thefe will be
important parts in the full defcription of his charac-
ter which we are led to expect.

Tis

2 PresiDENT of the Congre&s of the United States, under the
Confeceration.
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THis town never, perhaps, loft a firmer friend than
by this melancholy providence.  You knew his
ftrong attachment to it, and his earneft folicitudc for
its civil and religious interefts. Perhaps, there is not
a man living who loved you better, or who did more
for you in the periods of your public diftrefs, than
did this ufeful and refpectable citizer. I pray God
to fanQify this breach to you! Thofc who ¢ feemed
to be pillars” in your community, thofe who bid fair
greatly to promote the beft interefts and happinefs of
this people, have been, one after another, taken away
from you. Your tears are not yet dried up for one
of the firmeft of your friends and of the beit of men,*
when you are again called into mourning, and fuffer a

new and an heavy breach. Surely you muft learn,
my brethren, to ¢ ceafe from man, whofe breath is

in his ncftrils,” and to place your confidence in the
God of your fathers, who has been with you in fix
troubles, and in feven will not forfake you !

THE bereaved family will accept of my deep fym-
pathy under their lofs, and my earneft withes and
prayers that divine fupports and confolations may be
afforded to them ! May the ¢ Father of the father-
lefs,” the ¢ God of the widow,” the ¢ Staff of the
aged,” and the kind and good Benefaltor of us

all, blefs and comfort them ! May he give to them
all,

* Tue Honourable THomas Russerr, Efq. who died April 8,
1796. JEt. s6.
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all, an intereft in the  better part, which can never
be taken away from them,” a portion which fhalk
never fail them, a life which fhall never end |

Tue voice of God calls loudly to you all, to “ be
alfo ready,” to fee that « your hearts are right with
God, and that you are favingly interefted in the blef-
fings of the gofpel.  Now is the accepted time,”
but this new is fwiftly paffing away, and “ like water
fpilt upon the ground,” it cannot be gathered up.
'~ BRETHREN, it becomes me alfo to fay, * As the
Lord liveth, and as your fouls live, there is but a ftep
between me and death I The minifters of religion
are no more excufed from his arrefts than other men,
but are conflantly liable to give an account of their
ftewardfhip ! The frequent vifits which they are call-
ed to pay to the bed of death, and the houfe of mourn-
ing ; the fad offices which they are daily called to
render, in their laft moments, to the deareft of their
friends, and the kindeft of their benefa@ors, muft
deeply affe® them with a fenfe of their own mortal-
ity, if they are not loft to the feelings of humanity
and the dictates of religion ! This will furnith a fuf-
ficient reafon for the plainneis with which I have ad-
drefled you on this occafion, and for the earneftnefs
with which I plead, that you would inftantly attend
to the great fubje&t of religion, and to the care of
yHur fouls ! Diftrefling will it be if you have to make

your peace with God, and to prepare for eternity,
while
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while the agonies of difloiving nature are upon you !
Then you can receive very little afiftance from mor-
tals, frail, weak, and finful, ike yourfelves! Give-
me leave, therefore, to urge you, as you value your
fouls, as you would not die in diftrefs, and be mifera-
bl throughout eternity, inftantly to rcnounce thofe
‘“ iniquities which feparate betwecn God and your
fouls,” and nat to be eafy till you know that your
peace is made with God, and that you are aGually
prepared for the happinefs of Heaven ! If you are
thus prepared, you may welcome death, let him come
cver fo foor ; and if you fhould fuddenly be taken
out of the world, you would be fuddenly tranfported

to the paradife of God! Where may we all finaily
meet, for Chrift’s fake.

dmen.

=
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AT a M:ting of the Frernioiprrs and INHABITANTS of 1fe
Town of CuARLESTOWN, Fume 18, 1796.

VO TED, That in confequence of the merits and important
public fervices of our late deczafed Fellow-Citizen, the Honour-
able Natuanier Goruan, Efq. the Sele@men, v:ith three
other Gentlemen, be a coamittee to appoint fome fuitable perfon
to pronounce an Eviogy to his Memory ; ard take fuch further
meafures, rc!peding that bufinefs, as they may think proper.

Attefd. Samuer Payson, Town-Clerk.

-‘-—*——'—‘

BY Virtue of the above Vote, the Committee have appointed
Pr. Tauomas WeLsH 1o deliver the Eulogy ; and the perform-
ance will be at the meeting-houfz, in Charleftown, on Wednefday
next, the 2gth inftant, at half pak § o’clock, P. M.

Davip Goopwin, Chairman.
Charleflown, Fuze 28, 1796.

« —

Charlefiswn, Fune 29, 1796.
Sirk,

THE Sele@men and Committee, of the town of Charlef-
town, duly appointed and authorized, beg leave, in behalf of
the town, to teftify their gratefal acknowledgements, for your
elegant and well-adapted Eulogy, proncunced this day, at
their requeft, to the memory of the Hor.. NATnax1EL Gor-
uam, Efq. and to requeflt a copy for the prefs.

Davip Gooopwix, Chairman.
To Do&or Tuomas WEeLsH.

GENTLEMEN,

THE fame motives of affe&tion which induced me to
comply with the requeft of my native town, now conftrain me
to deliver them this copy for the prefs.

I am, Gentlemen, with great refped,
your humble fervant,

Fure 30, 1790, Tromas Wersu,

Capt. Davip Goopwin, Chairman of the
Scle@men and Committee of the Town

of Charleftown.




AN

E UL O G Y.

I N compliance with your requeft, my fellow-citi-

zens, 1 appear before this refpectable auditory, to
render a tribute of gratitude to the memory of our
departed Friend and Benefator ; with you to weep
over the tomb of the Patriot ; with you to mingle
tears in commemoration of the man beloved by you
all. Thele are tears becoming the manly face of
freemen, teftimonials of the eftimation in your minds
of the fervices of him whofe lofs you now lament.

It has been the laudable practice in all ages, to
perpetuate the memory of their illuftrious dead,
cither by ereting to their fame, monuments of .the
moft durable materiais ; or immortalizing their
names in the faithful pagc. of hiftory.

To the fubjet of this Eulogium, thefe tokens of
refpectful remembrance are of no avail; they tend,
however, to animate furvivors to an emulation of
the virtues they admire, and to the imitation of an
example which they benold defervedly honored.

T
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THE wife arrangement of the conftitution of the
human race has provided, that man, as well as the
inanimate bodies of nature around him, fhould be
fufceptible of impreflions from without, to produce
new motions and operations ; hence in addition to
the fenfe of right and wrong, which exifts in the hu-
man bofom, and dires the general condu@ of man-
kind, they are influenced by a defire to obtain the
efteem and approbation of their fellow citizens,
whilft living, and by them to be honoured at their
deaths.

- % The love of praife, howe’er conceal’d by art,
“ Reigns more or lefs, and glaws in every heart;
* The proud to gain it, toils on toils endure ;
¢ The wretched hun it, but to make it farc ;
« O’er globes and fceptres, now on thrones it fwells,
« Now trims the midnight lamp in college cells.
¢ It aids the dancer’s heels, the writer’s head.
¢ Now heaps the plains with mountains of the dead.
« Nor ends with life, but nods in fable plumes,
« Adorns our hearfe, and flutters on our tombs.”

THis love of praife it is wife to cherifth, becaufe it
promotes the profperity and welfare of fociety, by
exciting into energy, for the public good, thofe
faculties of individuals, which otherwife might re;
main inaétive; but which, when excited to action,
have procured univerfal adiairation, and fpread dif-
fufive bleflings over the whole family of man. You

have already attefted to thefe remarks by your
public
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public confecration of this moment to the exprefhions
of gratitude for the meritoricus fervices of your
Feliow-Citizen for this his native town.

MR. Goruam was the eldeft fon of Capt. Na-
THANIEL GoRrHAM; one of your former refpeQable
inhabitants, who died many years fince, leaving a
widow, who is ftill iving in Bofton.

NATHANIEL was born in Charleftown, the 27th of
May, 1738. He had his education here, which con-
{ifted of writing, arithmetic, reading, and inftruQion
in the latin and greek languages, by whick he was
qualified for admiffion into the univerfity. Having
completed the ufual time allotted for f-hool educa-
tion, he commenced his apprenticefhip with Mr. Na-
THANIEL CorrFiN, of New-London, in the then col-
ony of Connecticut ; during this pericd, he fpent
moft of his leifure time in reading, particularly the
Ancient Hiftory, and that of Greece and Rome, by
Rollir ; and the Lives and Aions of the great Men
of Antiquity, by Plutarch. Thefe wuthors were his
conftant companions through life.

ArTer the period of his apprenticethip had ter-
ininated, he took a tour to Canada, about the clofe
of the war, which had been carried on between
France and England. He afterwards fettled in bufi-
nefs in this place ; and in 1763 was married to Re--
BLCC4, the oldeft daughter of CaLes CaLy, Efq.

But although he applied himfelf fieadily to his

occupation
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occupation as 2 merchant, hc indulged his prevailing
and favorite inclination to the readinz of Hiftory,
which he continued from the andent to the modern,
and at length, in addition to the knowledge of thefe,
he made himfelf, in a great degree, mafter of the
Hiftorv of England, as well as that of his own coun-
try. By theie means, his mind was ftored with
a fand of hiftorical fadls, which wore of great
ufe afterwards, in the courfe of hi; public bufi-
nefs. He was early dclefted fcle@man of the towr,
and ferved many yeéars in that office. In the year
1771, he was chofen coilecague reprefentative with
Capt. EnwARD SHEAFFE, Who had ferved for a num-
ber of yearsin thiat ftation ; his health being then
upon the dedline, he died before the day of the meet-
ing of the General Court. Mr. Gornau thus became
the fingle reprefentative of the town ; his ele@ion
was continued annuaily to the year 177s.

Frou the time he was firit honored by your fuf-
frages, the oppreflions and grievarces, which had
been the conftant fubjed of complaint againft Great-
Britain for many years before, began more ferioufly
to threaten. The records of the town will fhew,
that they had a full fenfe of their magnitude, and of
the confequences which would flow from the public
decifions ; they will alfo thow to their honor to latc
pofterity, the firmnefs of their meafures, and their
confidenge in, their reprefentative.

Ix
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In the year 1774, General Gage, then governor of
the Province, having convened the General Court at
Salem, in May, to hold the annual election, finding
them difpofed to devife means to defeat the defigns of
Great-Britain againf this country, by eleing mem-
bers for a General Congrefs, to meet at Philadelphia,
diifoived the Court ; but not ’till they had completed
the election of deiegates to the firft Congrefs. He
cxpcited, by this meafure, to intimidate the people,
and to prepare them to elet men, for the next af-
fembly, of more compliant charafters ; and accord-
ingly hc iffucd new precepts for the election of mem-
bers to ferve in the General Court, to be convened at
the fame place, the firt Wednelday of O&ober ;*

and

<

¥ Trz Court, carly in their feffior in May, had expe€ied that the gov-
eraor wourd be sery dedifive in his meafures, and prepared themfeives
{or the event, by proceeding to their choice of members of Congrefs.
Thac governor, informed of their intended proceedings by one of the
members, in order to prevent the execution of their intentions, fent his
fecretary to diffolve the Court ; but, apprized cf his orders, they fe-
cured all ike docrs of the houfe unti! they kad completed their bufinefs ;
and then admitted the fecretary to the houfe, when he read the procla-
mation far their difiolution. Within a few hours of the time appoiated
for the meeting of the Court, in O&ober, the gavernor, from the inform-
ation he had obtained, found that this rew eleftion was not mcre favour-
able to his views than the laft, :fued his proclamation, diffulving the affem-
bly. Th:s, however, was difregarded ; they wihio were cle@ed,knew his pro-
clamation was unconftitutional, and accordingiy they affembled, were
orgamized, and drew up an animated remonftrance, and then received
ther diffolution.  Moft of tiic towns had forefeen that this would take
place, and they inftru€ed their reprefentatives to join the provincial
Congrefs. They who were commiflioned repaired to Concord, and
joined the Congrefs, where they found the tvo members chofen by the
town, David Cucever, Efq. and Dr. Isaac FosTER.

E
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and your prefent reprcientative, RicHARD Drvexs,
Efq. was chofen colleague reprefentative with Mr.
GorHaM, September 26, 1774. They were inftructed
to attend upon a provincal Congrefs, which was to
meet at Concord on the Tuefday following, whenever
the bufinefs of the Gceneral Court would permit.
This Congrefs was called to deliberatc more freeiv
upon public meafures, and to confult upen the mcans
of defence, in cafe of the event which now began to
appear inevitable. The patriots of that day. well
knowing that the caufe of freedom in all countries

and- ages, had been fupported only at every peril
AT length, the long expe@ed deftinies of America
began to be unfolded ; and on the firft page of the
volume was infcribed, ¢ The cver to be remembered
events of the 1gth of April,” and almoft in immediate
fucceflion, « thofe of the 17th of June, 17753 aday
which will forcver be remcmbered by Amcricans, by
the fall of the iiluftrious Warren ! A day which
we, my fellow citizens, fhall iong remember, wlen
our ancient town, early fettled, by our revered fore-
fathers, the public buildings ercéted by their labour ;
the great temple reared by our pious anceftors, and
by them dedicated to Aimighty GOD, whilft our gal-
lant countrymen, on yondcr hiil, engaged in glorious
battle with their country’s foes, amid the thunder
of cannon, mingled with the groans of the wourded
amd the dying, all involved in liquid flames, afcendzd a
tremendous
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tremendous fmoaking facrifice, on the great altar of
AMERICAN LIBERTY.

YEs, we too well remember this eventful period,
and our forlorn condition in that fad, difaftrous hour,
when. cxiled fram our once peaceful habitations, we
were cempelled to take refuge, with our wives, our
aged parents, and our little ones, where cnance er
fortune fhould diret cur fieps. In thefe diftreffing
crcumftances, Mr. Goriiium, in comwmon with his
fellow-citizens, ftripped of his property, and his
means of {ubfifience, with his wifc and feven fmall
children, found a welcome afylum in the town of
Lunerburg, in the county of \¥orcefter, where he
remaincd a few years, and in 1778, was honored by
their fuffrages as reprefentative. He had been com-
miffioned to repair to Philadclphia the preceding ycar,
to folicit relicf for the fufleress, by the conflagration
of the town. In this commiflion, he was joined by
the late Houn. ThomMas RusserLy, Efq. whafe recent
dcath has called forth your unfcizned lamentation.
But notwithftanding their jeint and able efforts, their
cxertions were unfuccefstul. He

* Trhe rcfuit of the applicaticn of the town was coataied in the
foilowing roport.
- “ Philadclslia, Ma; 16, 19717,

“ Tus committee, to whom the petition of the town of Charlsflown
was referred, reported,

“ TuaT they bave duly attended to the feveral falts fet forth in the
fadd petition ; and while they lament the diftrefled condition of the
petitioners, reduced from a Rate of afiucnce and cafe, to want and

penury,
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HE was appointed, by the General Court, a mem-
fer of the Board of War in Odober, 1778, and con-
tinued to difcharge the duties of that office *till it was
diffolved in the year 1781.

IN 1779, having veturned to this town, he was
again chefen your reprefentative ; and in the fame
year delegated by you to the convention, who formed
the prefent conflitution of this Commonwealth ; and
you continued to elect him Reprefentative, excepting
one year when he declined, being chofen a Senator,
’till 1788, when he was fuccceded by Capt. THoMAS
HarRris, and eleted a Counfellor for the advice of
the Supreme Executive, which oflice he fuftained ’ull
he was called into the fervice of the United States.

AN infurre®ion having arifen in the weltern
counties in the ycar 1780, and threatening to fpread,
the Geuneral Court appointed three commiffioners to
repair to the place where the difturbances exifted ;
Mr. GorHAM was joined to Mr. Apawns, the prefent

Governor of this Commonwealth, and Gen. Warp.
This

penury, by the calamities of war, they regret the inability of the United
States to afford the folicited relief. Though the cftimate of the dam-
ages fuftaincd may be very moderate, and the great and early fufier-
ings of the inhabitants of Charleftown entitle them to particular atten-
tion ; yet the committee apprchend, that if Congrefs were to pay that
valuation, claims much more cxtenfive, and of a fimilar nature, will
be made by other fufferers, and fubje the United States to the pay-
meat of fums of morey, which, in the prefent exigency of their affairs,
cannot be fpared from the fupport of the prefint juft and neceffary

war.'”
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This bufinefs terminated fuccefsfully ; the infurgents
all returning to their refpective homes, excepting one
Ely, whom the commiffioners thought proper to im-
prifon.

AT the clofe of the war, the fufferers of the town,
having determined to folicit aid from abroad, re-
qucfted Mr. Gorram to undertake a voyage to
Europe for this purpofe. He was induced to com-
ply with their defires, from his earneft wifhes to
contribute every thing, within thec compafs of his
abilities, to retrieve the misfortunes of his beloved
townfmen. There were, however, many of the
fufferers who difapproved of the meafure at tie
time ; thc event of this miffion, like that before to
Philadelphia, proved unfuccefsful.

His fervices in the county of Middlefex, as a
magiftrate, and his integrity 2s a judge of the Court
of Common Pieas, which ofhce he fuftained feveral
years, and which, in confequence of indifpofition,
he refigned but 2 few days before his death ; his
exertions as a member of the committce for building
the prifon, and elegant court houfc, in the town of
Concord ; the former of thefe, in point of firength,
convenicnce, health, and bcauty, cxceeding all
others of this kind in the Commonwealth ; and his
various other fervices, of a fimilar nature, are im-
prefled upon the minds of thofe with whom he was
called to officiate, and are gratcfully remembered
by the county at large. . ELEVEN
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ELeven times did he ferve you as your faithful
_ reprefentative in the General Court. Deeply in-
terefted in promoting your welfare, and engaged in
cvery mcafurc which promifed rchef to the fufierers,
or which were calculated to promote the growth or
profperity of the town, he ncglected no opportunity
to aflit you. Few men were more perfect in the
art of rendering themfelves agreccable to public
bodics. His knowledge of men unfclded to him ail
the avenues to the heart. Poflefled of a mind clear
and difcerning, and of a temper mild and condiliat-
ing, accompanicd with patience and prudence, he
never hurried a debate, but always waited to hear
every thing which could be objected againft the
meafure which he was about to advecate. Having a
remarkable talent at comprchending the real fenfe of
others, aiter every fpcaker was cxhaufted, he tegan
to exprefs his mird with cafe #nd plainnefs, gradually
rifing with his fubjedt, *ull, with wonderful dexterity,
he had refuted his moit learned and elequent Cppo-
nents. From thefe qualities, and his natural pro.
penfity to fympathy, ke was emirently calculated to
be your friend in adverfity ; how well he difcharged
this duty, many inhabitants of this town, who once
were opulent and eafy in their circumftances, but
reduaced to penury and difirefs by the ravages and
calamities ¢f war, rciicved from their diftrefles by his
cxertions, could thcy be permiited to leave their
celeftial habications, could witnefs. THE
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Ti:r fatherlefs and the widow, whom he vifited in
their afflicions ; the improvements of the public
ftreets ; the town, conflagrated by a merccnary fol-
diery, rifing from its afhes, in beauty and elegance
far furpafling its former ftate ; his activity and in-
fluence in precuring the grant, and his agency in erecling
yonder magnificent bridge,* which connes this town
with the metropolis, and which has contributed fo
much to the profperity of both, and proved of fo
much utility to the public, which reflects fo much
honor on our country, and which has been followed

by fo many other enterprizes of a like nature ; and
this facred edifice, erected and ornamented by his
joint agency ; the exhibitions of your gratitude this
day, all declarc hiin to be your benefactor.

Mr. Goruam having been appointed fpeaker of the
Honourable lHoufe of Rcprefcntatives, for two fuc-
ceeding years, in 1785, was delegated by this ftate, a
member of the Contincntal Congrefs ; and he was
elccted by that Honourable Body their Prefident.

HEe was appoirted by this ftate, to meet in conver-
tion in 1787, at Philadelphia, where he affifted in
forming thic prefent conftitution of the United States. -
At this time, I am infornied, he frequently prefided

in

* To the advice and agency o Mr. GoruaM, oa this occafion, we
muft add, that the entarprizing {pirit and the perfonal and pecuriary
aid of the late THovas Russkny, Eiq. contributed, in a great degree,
to the completion of this undertaking, which was deemed at that tim-
bazardous and problematic,

R
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in their debates, when the convention was in com-
mittee of the whole ; and that he was often ufeful in
compromifing difficulties, arifing from the differing
interefts of the ftates.

He was alfo one of the delegates of this town to
the ftate convention, and was very influential in pro-
curing its adoption. After the new cenflitution was
organized, he was appointed fupcrvifor of the reve-
nue for the Diftri@ of Maflachufetts, and continued
in that oflice to the time of his death, whi~k took
place on the eleventh day of the prefent month.

THE deceafed, as a hufband, was tender and affec-
tionate ; as a parent, gentle, indulgent, provident ;
as a fon, -dutiful and kind ; in his family, exfy and
happy ; and as a neighbour, fociable and friendly ;
his breaft was full of the pure milk of human kmn
nefs ; he knew to feel another’s woe.

His mind was firongly imprefled with the impor-
tance of a good education, and he has abundantly
manifefted this opinion, by the care and expenfe he
has beftowed in educating his numerous family. By
it he has bequeathed to them a2 memorable, an inva
uable legacy.

WE do not now celebrate the achievements of him
who has been the fplendid conqueror of nations, or
the deftroyer of his fpccies, but the virtues of a Legif-
lator, whofe care has been to make man mild, and
peaccable to man, and to diffufe the bleflings of fncial

order
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order amongft his fcllow-citizens. Thefe are the vir-
tues which we all admire. Thefe are Jis trophies! =
thefe are bis fatues ! and although the conftitution of
the United States has decreed that no titles of nobili-
ty fhall ever be inflituted by law, yet it has never
decrced, that man fhall not ennoble himfelf by the
exercife of powers beftowed on Lim for the benefit
of mankind; and that his defcendants after him, in-
fpired by the fame genius, and animated by a glori-
ous emulation to fuppott the honour, and tranfcend
the exploits of their anceftors, continue to maintain,
through a long fucceflion of generations, the mead of
fame acquired by their forefathers. May the fons of
the deceafed attain to equal honors! and all obtain
a civic crown, a Crown of Glory !

F I NI 8.
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4 DIR G E
) TO THE MIINORY OF THE ° -

Honourable NATHANIEL GORHAM, m,

By the Rev. Traovbrus Masox Harmis.
Set to Mxfie 3y Mr. Orirer HoLDEN.

I.
STRIKE the foft tone ; begin the folemn ftrain ;
Deep as our forrows, let our notes complain !
Departed merit caims our plaintive lay,
4And here our mourning EvLocy we pay,
*Tis not a {olitary tear that falls—
We do not weep alone ; -
For fympathizing VirTuE calls
- This general lofs her own.
Lately fhe wept the univerfal Friend,* -
Wha.to her caufe a gencrous patron prov’d ;
And nsw laments the honour’d PaTriot’s end,

The fage CiviLian, and the Man belov’d.
In.

While FrienpsHis here the dirge funereal breathes,
As round the tomb Haxour a garland wreathes,
Relcas’d from woe, from vanity, and earth,
‘The immortal fpirit gains his heavenly birth ;
~And joins the angelic choirs on high,
With them to learn and raife
New anthems there of love and joy,
And fymphonies of praifc.
O would we think this perfect blifs to prove,
ReLicioN muft its influence fupply,
Rife in each thought, in every aétion move,
Teach us to /ive, and make us fit to Jdie.

* THomas Russevret, Efq.




