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In SENATE, 7une 13, 1799-

O RDtRED, That the Hon. JOHN TREADWELL, Efq. 
with fuch as tht HOllorable Houfe may join, be a 

Committee to wait on the Rev. Dr. THACHE .. , and thank him 
for the Sermon • reached by him, at the requeft of the two 
Houfes, at the "unend of His (late) Excellency INCREASE 
SUMNER, and to requdl: a Copy thereof for the Prers. 

Sent down for Concur,tnce, 
JOHN C. JON:'&, Pr!fidtnt pro tem. ' 

... /" the HOUlE Dj RF,PR.ESEN~rAT!VES, JUtll 13, 1799-
Read and Concurred, and ~lr. FESSENDEN, and Mr. SMITH of 

Brdfo", are joined. 
EDWQ H. ROBBINS, Sptaler. 



S E R MON. 

I. SAMUEL, XXV. I. 

AND SAMUEL DIED, A.ND ALL 'rHB lSR.4JILI'rES 

WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND L.4MENTBD HIM,· 

AND BUlUED HIM AT H.TS HOUSE .I. ... ~., RAM4H~ 

THE frailty of human life; the vanity of 
human greatne&; and the uncertain nature of all 
human evenu, are now prefented to \IS in a light the . 
moft ftriking. The fable urn before us contains all 
that '~was mortal of (lne of the moft amiable and ex-
cellent of mm ; a man who' ""as happy i.~ his family, 
warmly beloved by his friends, and elevated by the 
free fuffrages of his fellow citizens to the higheft fta .. 
ti9n which it was in their power to beftow! In the 
midft of hi~ days; while the honors of the world 
crowded thickly upon him ; and while we hoped that 
he might be ufeful and happy for many years to 
come; Death, with inexorable hand, has feized him ; 
his fun has gone down at noon; and we are now af. 
fembled to pay our taft refpeCls to his remains, to 

confign them, with decent folemnity, to the tomb 
\\~here 



VI • ........ 
where they lhall moulder into dufi:, and arife no 
more" till the trumpet {hall found, and the dead 
{ball be raifed !" 

To affift Us in improving this melancholy pro'vi
dence, is the defign of the following difcourfe. And 
how could we more naturally introduce it than by 
the account of the death and f:meral of Si\lYIUEL, 

who was long the Chief Magi11rate of Ifrael, who 
travelled for many years through the nation to dif .. 
penfe judgment and juftice, who maintained a fair 
and honorable reputation to the end of life; and 
who, when he died, was attended to the grave by the 
heads of the tribes of /fi'"ael with deep and fmcere 
regret? 

SUCH a teftimony in favor of any man, and ruch 
univerfal forrow when he is taken away from life, 
are ftronger evidences of his real virtue than any 
which the poetic page, or the fculptured marble can 
produce. We do not lament the ufelefs or the wick
ed. We do not mourn for tllofe whom we did not 
efteem and love. A whole community is never in
,-olved in woe alld fadnefs, unlefs it has loft a friend, 
a benefaCtor, and a ufeful fervant. And thus, the 
tears of the public embalm the memory of a wife 
and virtuous Ruler. They will tranfmit his nalne 
with honor to pofterity in the annals of his country. 

SAMUEL does not appear to have poffeifed the 
fir'.' i)f imagination a.:d brilliancy of genius which teo 
otten aftonifh alld del~·~le the world. lIe \\Y(l.~ not 

a COllq llcror 
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a conqueror who extended by arms the dcamlntonl 
of his COWltry, or gave it a falfe glory by fplendid 
viCtories. He had a ftrong and capacious mind, 
which couid eafily difcern the juft and the fit, and 
cl?u~d freer calmly the vetfel of State when a more 
Impetuous pilot would have dallied her on the roc1cse 
Ali underfulIlding clear and informed, a will regulat
ed by reafon, and never warped or corrupted by 
paffion; w:ith affeCtions warm but not violent, fm
cere but not ardent; a knowledge of the tempers 
and feelings of mankind; and an acquaintance \lith 
the events of paR: times and the hiftory of the world, 
rendered SAMUEL mpre competent for the place 
which he filled, than would ~ofe fhiniJlg talents 
which too often lead their poffeifors to dilhefs their 
country and defolate the world, that they may pro
cure to therrLfelves the fame of viCtory and the glory 
of conq.ueft. 

EARL y and fmcere piety formed a ftriking trclit 
in the charaCl:er of SAMUEL. Dedicated to GOD 

by a pious pa.rent, he was ftationed in the taber!lacle 
from his youth. Through a long life he prefel'ved 
the " fear of GOD which is the beginning of wif. 
dom," and the ~efpea to d~ty ~rhich is the ftrongeft 
incentive tQ F1ublic virtue, an~ $e moll: powerful re. 
ftT~nt from a breach of truft. We find him ftrialy 
attentive to the ordin;mces of religion and the infii . 
... .1tions of divine wor1hip. But we find him more 
careful of the weightier Inatters of the law, of the 
great duties lof morality and obedience. For, he 
e¥:prefsly decl;ues to SAUL, when he had negle£ted 

fubnuffioll 
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fubmitlioa to the plain will of GoD, under pretel'lct 
of referving an otferirig to the LOIlD, "to obey it 
better than facrifice, an4 to hear~n than the . fat of 
rams.'J 

. IN the prefent age of wonders, when the reCults 
of the wifdom and experience of many ages are view. 
~d as the dreams of aged and feeble infanity ; when 
nature is placed in the throne of pature's GO.D; and 
the religion of CHRIST,; mild, gentle and benevo .. 
lent, eke its Divine Author, is reprefented as a cruel 
and ferocious fuperftition : In this age of theory 
and innovation, Religion has been confidered by fome 
m~;n and fome nations as an injury to fociety, and 
incomp'3tible 'with the charafler of a good Ru
ler. Bur, ,~-hen we confider the deep influellce 
which Chriltianity felt in its power, h~ upon th(! 

Tery tempers and difpofitions of men ; how it leads 
them to fear doing wrong ever fo priva!eiy, and de .. 
fire to do .right, though no praife fuould attend 
them ; how it plac~s us always under the eye of the 
Deity, and brings death and judgment near to our 
v!C~. \Vhen we thus view Religion in its nature 
and etT.::Ets i we tban perceive it to be one of the moll: 
powerful anJ energetic principles whi~h ca~ operate 
upon the human mind. This principle reaches 
where no human law nor earthly confidera~on .:i1ll 

~.xtend. It operates as powerfully when no eye be
holds it as when furrounded by thoufands. It pen
etrates the heart. It governs the temper. It guides 
the con.duEt. It fortifies us againft affiiaion, and 
renders profperity mQ1'e valuable and fweet. The 
Ruler who enlbraces the fpirit, and copies· the ex-

ample 
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Imple of CHklST ; who relies on the promite., and 
is animated by the hopes of the Gorpel~ wiil " ferve 
his generation according to the will of God," and 
will be "received into everiafting habitations.!t 

W HEN a man is Under the influence of Religion, 
it will make him ftriCl:ly upright, and will lead him 
to pay a clofe attention to the great duties of juftice 
and integrity" This e[eel: had religion upon SAM

UEL. For many years he was a Judge among the 
People, and dillributed juftice to the aggrieved and 
oppretfed. "And S.~MUEL," fays the facred hifto.. 
rim, "judged Ifrael ~l the; dAys of his life, and he . 
went from year to year, in circuit, to Bethel and Gil. 
gal, and Mizpah, and judged !/r~~ m aU thore places, 
and his return was to ~T?.a11Uz, for there was his houfe, 
and there he judged Ifrael, and there he built an 
altar unto the La RD. U Hii patient attention to the 
parties who litigated, his enlightened endeavors to 
nud out the truth, and his candid, impartial decmoIU 
according to the evidence produced, procured him 
the efteem :md '/eneration of all, even of thor« 
whom juftice obliged him to condemn. W e find 
SAMUEL always honored and efteemed in the nation 
of Ifrael. He was received with the utmoft refpeCk 
wherever he wents His decifions were implicitly 
followed. ~ When the ear heard him, then it bletfed 
him, and when the eye faw him, theD it gavewitnefi 
to him." 

\1/ HEN he aaed as Chief ~agiftrate of 1jhul, he 
" approved himfelf to every man's confcience in the 
fight of GOD." Although his fons conducted im~· 

B properly 



properly in their fi.lbordinate capacity, yet it does not 
appear that he countenance~ or filpported them, nor 

do we eYer find a fmgle charge of incapacity, of 
partial1ty or injuflice brought d.bainfi: him. His 
adminifrration was eafy to himfelf and ufefui to the 
P c:ople, and would have continued to the end of his 
life, had not that love of change, which ftrongly 
nlarks the Iluman charatler, b\'lt etten defeats its own 
purpofes, led the People to d.~{Ire a King. Then 
how muft his heart ha\'e trh~mphed, when, 'with the 
firm and manly voice of d.igDified integrity, he could 
appeal to the aifembler! tribes of lfr£1el, in t1ris ener" 
getic language! " It~!lOU, here I am ; witnefs again 1; 
me before the Lc RI) afi.d before ells _Anointed. Whofe 
ox have I tC1.ken? Or whc)[e who[e lfs have I taken? 
Or whom have I defrauded? UTI!0:TI have Ioppreff
ed? Or of whore hand have 1 received ari.Y tA~b~ .. ., 
blind mine eyes therewith? ..I.1.nd I will rd~.I.!'e i!: to 
you." His fatisfac1:ior! mufl na,\re been perfect, when 
the People with one h":!art and one voice replied, fay
ing, "Thou haft not defrauded us nor oppreffed us, 
neither haft thou taken ought of any man's hand." 
Happy Magiftrate! \Vho was net only "approved 
of GOD, but accepted of the nlultitu.de of his breth· 

r~n !" 

SAMU EL was a man of lnild and gentle manners. 
When the mo!t direCt attacks were lnade upo~ his 
family, and when the People applied to him to refign 
his power, he poifetTes, perfefl:ly) calmnefs of lllind. 
'N e do not hear a reproachful word from him, nor 
a fingle refleCl:ion on the ingratitude cf thofe whom 
he had fo long and fo faithfully ferved. l'Aildly he 

renlOIlftrates 
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ren10nftrates With the Peot)le· \lP(~il tlie ~!lJlpiet'l alld 

)... J. 

:lO!~'~.r of their conduct. He does not iUtler hinlfelf to 
J 

he affected with the ptrfonal flight i.O him which 
their application t~plied. He does !lot ~ffail them 
with the afperity which ftings, or the bitteniefs which 
provokes. This rnildnefs of manners) this patienCf! 
of contradiCtion, is of great ufe to thore who rule over 
men!l becauk; it gives dignity to the charaaer. It 
<JiJarm. lefentnlent, and conciliates efteem. 

BUT ~t}.·itrl alJ th~s nuldilefs of manners the Patriarch 
('~ [{t'aei friH poflcfied the firmnefs aD.d dec.:ifion which 
hiS religion di&ated, &'1d his nation required. When 
t!le Hebrews required to have a King, like the nations 
about then1'1 S~~~!\!.UEL di\1 r10t llefitate to reprove 
them fev~rely fo: their ingratitude to GOD, who was 
then their Ruler, C'~'1d to flJe\ll tlleln that they ~;ere 

,; 

t'1" h -] . d h · r. f .. rl ~:-. ~ 1'lv1n ~ t· c· mie v'ps an t elr '~')1' ' '-'r't' ..... \.J" ,,- Q • ( ~.i ... Ai. -.l. • . b ~.. - "'" /...,!' '-' -t \~. " ;; ~ ~..... ".., ~ r t ~ 

attain an empty pageant. Superior to the love of 
p("ru.hwity, wL.i·:i: :.i"duces a man to conceal his fenti
Inents or flatter a multitude, he firnlly and decidedly 
proves to them that they are injuring themfeives and 
defiroying their own fecurity. So honen and inde
pendent was he, as to hazard the difpleafure of the 
Peopl~ and. his own influence over theIn, rather thln 
encourage them to that which was hurtful to their 
trUi~ interdl:. It was in obedience to GOD alone, 
that the Prophet fixed SAUL on the throne; and 
GOD gave them a King in his anger, and took hun 
~way ill his wrath. U 



.IT was the earneft folic..~~. e:: th~ t'rvpho/- :4 
!frael to eftabli1h fuch ~ tnnfiitutio'l cf g(\v~·r:-.tf!ie.!l( 
as iliould guard them fI'01):: the da1~1 ~.~hk0 f.he~! 
had precipitately brought on themfd~et. ". 'The~ 
SAMUEL told the people the manner of the kingdom, 
and wrote it in a hook, and laid it up before the 
LORD." He new that fuch a precaution was nec· 
e.ffary to prevent the ljroeutes ti'om becoming fubjea 
to Ute C "'.priciom. humors or tyrannical paffions. of 
their Xing. Where the powers of Government and 
the liberties of the People are accurately defined, and 
proper checks are efrablifhed to prevent the ~L .. 
f;!roach!pents of o~e upon the other, thcr.~ tr.;i'! f· (" .;,~ 
90In is enjoyed, and there alone llL~l ~xcrdfe= hU 
rights. From this principle, the wi!C, tl,e patriotic 
and the good have always exerted the"n..&-h'cs to ferro 

d .r. d fi · d fr ,,"-1· C f an' to .lllpport e Inite -an 4 ee ~-,or~1iitl~U()liS ()~. 

g'ovemment. 

THE love of GOD, and his country, animated this 
, 8·:>od man, to exert himfelf in,~he cawe of Religion 

and liberty. Thefe noble prine ,pIes warmed Lis ho .. 
fom, governed his mind, and regulated his ~\Yhole 

conduct A refped to the approbation of GOD, 
" who hath pleafureon. J ':l uprightnds," a fincerewilh 
to promote the fpiritual and temporal happinefs of 
the People, whom he loved, induced him toexert his 
utmol1 energies in ferving the religious and civil in .. 
terefts of his fellow-citizens. The profperity of his 
Country gave him the mon fenfible pleafure; and 
when the doud~ of adverfity inveloped it, when it 

l~ufft:\red 
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Wfered f,'D~; :::~ v;~ il folly and Jal&"'mefs, his joy was .. -
('lln,~d Into 1o~(J'~. 

TII~ luful1ied teput:;ti{l~' ~:J the faithful ferviceS 
ef SAMHEL, du~g hi$ r&/~ made his dt"~~!:' a fubjeCl 
of defy regret to the ~ple Qf It'''Il~I. They loved 
hinl while his exiftcnc~ her:: W~ co~tinued, anil . . 

when the cOnurtoIl lot of an men Pefel him, they 
deeply mOUI'nE'.!1. the ~elan~~o!y i'>Vent" The tribd 
of lj;"ae/ aifembled; they bedewed hls h"!arfe with 
th! tears of genuiae affee-Jon and gr~:dtuP'e, :.rd bu. 
ned him hOllorably k the tomb of ills .'.ncdtors. 
This is the duty which we are ~ow caned to perform. 

The character, briefly drawn, of SAMUEI~ iti the 
paft difcourfe, fo ftrongly refembles that of·otir <ie .. · 
ceafed Frietld and Governor, as tllat little need- be 
taid in addition to ite ~y our own nUnda muft bave 
~ade the application. 

ENDUED with fhong and vigorous &culties of ' 
mind; favoured with the advantages of a public and 
liberal education; impreffed \vith a fenfe of that Rc~ 
ligion which forms mel! to yirtue, kindnefs and 
charity, he W~ early called oy his feliow-citizens to 
fill places of public truft and honor. As a ~lagif
tfatc, a Legifiator, and a Judge, he difcovered the 
wifdmn, the firmnefs, and impartiality which are fo 
juftly celebrated in the characrer of the text. His 
honor and integrity were never impeached, and had 
he made the fame:: appeal to the People as SAMUEL 

pid, he \\·ould ha',·e received the fame anfwer. 
lIis 



XIV. 

HIS wife and faithful conduEt in offices of lefs dig. 
mty; their ~onfidence in his patriotifm, integrity 
and abilities, led tt'1e People of this C omluonwealth 
to call him to the office of their Chief Magiftrate. 
This confidence was fully gratified. The warn} 
and decided l;'riend of our Federal aIldState C:onftitu-
tions ; the warm and decided enemy of all foreign 
interference in the affairs of our government ; the 
watchful Guardian of the Civil, the Judicial :and the 
Military interefts of the Commonwealth, he ···:;as daily 
more ar.d more efteemed and refpeaed. His ap
pointmeIJ ts were indidous, and he meant to confine ., 

them to men ,J virtue and abilities. He fupported 
the honor of the State with dignity, His own deN 
portment, while it Wab eafy and agreeable~~ while it 
difcovered the m.ildnefs of manners, the unaffuming 
kindnefs which formed fo ftriking a part of his char
aCl:er, was Ilc\ye·r fueD as to dinlillil11 our refpcct 
and efteem for r·jI11. 

Kind, charitable and good; wWling well to evtry 
one, and defir:,lUs of promoting their interefts, 
GOVERNOR Sur~INER was univerfally beloved and 
honored. He 'was aIuong the few Inen who~ 

though he had many friends, warm and affetEtionate 
friends, yet, fo far as my knowledge has extended, 
never had a perfonal enemy. Even thofe who on 
political fLbjeCts differed from him, and thle inter .. 
efts of whofe party led them to oppofc his eleCtion, 
expreffed perfonal re[peB: for him in life, and now 
profefs deeply to lament his death. 



THIS good man was a ,,"arm and decided friend- t. 
the Religion of CHRIST. He early profeffed this 
Religion, and his life appea,-ed to be formed by its 
divine and facred precepts. Thus influenced by its 
temper, and governed by its commands in life, he 
was animated by its hopes, and fupported by its con .. 
folations, when he came to die. 

SHALL I call upon you, my brethren, OD. this oc .. 
cafioll to adnlir(~ and irIlitate the tender hufband-) 
the wife and affectionate father, the dutiful fon, and 
the faithful friend ! The grief which rends the bo .. 
fonls, and the tears which fill th:: eyes of thofe tcy 
whom he was thus related, prove i::·e juftice of this 
part of his charaCter, and difplay its amiablenefs in 
the moil {hiking manner. 

AND now, feeing "a Prince and a great Man has 
fallen in our Ijroel this day," let us humble ourfelves 
under the divine correCtion! Let us adlnire and 
adore thofe difpenfations of Providence which we 
cannot comprehend! Andllet us learn the ~~11-011S of 
wifdom, which an event fo folemn and affeding is 
calcu.1att.xl to teach us. 

I·IIS IJoNoR, the Commander in Chief, wtlile he 
laments the }~riend, whom, with fo much harmony) 
he accompanied in the public walks of life, will hear 
the voice L'f Providence fpeaking loudly to him, and 
teaching him that the moIl elevated ftation, the nlofi: 
affluent circumftances, and the warmefi: efrecm and 
aifeaion of ()ur friends and fellow .. citizeIls·, cannot 

fecure 
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Metlre us hom the arrdh of the King of Terrors; 
The duties, to which he i.~ now called, are difficult 
and important. }Vhy GOD give him wifdom and 
grace to difcharge them uiefuHy and well! "As his 
day is, Co let his ftrength be alia 1;) _Ai1d ,,-hen the 
common lot of Ll:te great as we:] as the fm1H, th~ 
rich as well as the poor, {hall hefal him, may ht~; 

like his exceiient Predeceifor, leave bt~11ind h~ln the 
~, ~ood na-rne which is better than. i.~r~{:t.1U$ oint-

~~ ~ 

LET me cali upon m!r Civil Fathers of the Coun. 
ciI, the Senate and the IIoufe of Repreferttatives, to 
contemplate the folemn fcene before us, and fee the 
_mity of human greatnefg; the infuffidency of the 
higheft honors to " retain tht: Ipirit in the day of 
death!" There you behold the end of all flefu ~.-
There you fee the goal at which every man, who 
rUllS Ute race of life, muft, fooner or later, arrive ! 
--Thence you may learn that the hour haftens when 
all thore diilinaions, after which ma~y men eagerly 
pant, will foon be levelled, and become lighter in our 
view than the duft of the balance !-Although "ye 
be ~alled Gods," yet here you find that " ye {hall 
die like men and fall like one of the princes !" Re
member, when difcharging your important public 
truft, that the eye of GOD is upon you; that " h~ 
has pleafure only in uprightnefs ;" and that when. 
your bodies fhalllie under t~e cold hand of fJeath) 

r 

like the beloved dull: before you, it will be of more 
importance in your view to be confcious of one atl: 
.f true Reliir;ioll or of public virtue, than to ha ve 

po[c[cd 
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poffdfed the higheR honors which man can bellow. 
Learn, from this affeCting Providence, to be more 
diligent, aaive and t~lithful in all the relations of life; 
10 that, when yOU fhall be gathered to the dult: of 
your fathers, thofe around you nlay " mark the per. 
fea man and behold the upright, for ~he end of that 
man is peace !" 

1\TITH the affiiCled widow, the fatherIefs children, 
the bereaved fifters, alld the numerous relatives and 
friend.s of this excellent man, we mingle our tears ! 
We hold out to them, while we willi to fed ourfelves, 
the confolations and fupports of Religion. \V e do 
not" mourn as. thofe who are \fithout hope." Our 
Friend is gone from U:;, but we trull that his unem. 
bodied fpirit now inhabits the courts of glory, and 
has become "a pillar in the temple of our GOD !" 

AND now behold, my brethren and fellow-citizens, 
behold how the "fafhion of this world paffeth a
way!" See how infuffici,ent are-the beft earthly enjoy
ments to fatisfy the cravings of the inlmortal foul, or 
to protract for a nlonlent our exiftence iu this worltl ! 
Learn that the fai~h of CHRIST and the difcharge of 
our duty, i~ the "one thing needful;" that while 
life,and health,and reafoll are granted us, they fhould 
be hnproved for the purpofe of preparing for another 
world by performing the duty which we owe to GOD 

and man in this! "Now is the a .cepted time" ! Let 
us improve it to LcurL "an interefl in the better part 
which call n.ever be taken away from us," and to pr~ ... 

p,lrc 
c 
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pare us for the "reft and the triumph which re. 
main to the people of GOD !" 

THE Religion of CHRIST, our guide in life, and 
our fupport in death, which regulates us in profper .. 
ity and gilds our darkeft moments with light and 
comfort-This Religion teaches us to 100 k beyond 
'i~. -rave to all heaven of infinite glory! It teaches 
c. -> (Q depofit the precious remains of our Chriftian 
friend~ in the dull, with "a fure arld certain hope 
.~ .. (heir rcfurre8:ion unto eternal life/' Yes, my 

brethren, Death iliall not retain his dominion over 
them! They fhall burfi: afunder his iron bands! 
They {hall awaken to a new and eternal life ! They 
fhall afcend to "their Father and our ,Father, to 
their GOD and our GOD ;" and "\~,'ith the ran-, 
fomed of tIle LORD 1hall return and come to Zion 
with fongs and everlafting joy upon thdr heads !" 

AMEN. 


