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His Honor MOSES GILL, Efquire,
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The Honorable the COUNCIL, SENATE and
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PO OO SOADDANICS OSSN ISIO DO

COMMONWEALTH or MASSACHUSETTS.

In Senate, Fune 13, 1799.
N\ RDERED, That the Hon. Joun Treapwerr, Efq.
with fuch as the Honorable Houfe may join, be a
Committee to wnait on the Rev. Dr. TuACHER, and thank him
for the Sermon - reached by him, at the requeft of the two
Houfes, at the Puneral of His (late) Excellency INCREASE
SUMNER, and to requeft a Copy thereof for the Prefs.

Sent down for Concurs ence,

JOHN C. JONLS, Prefident pro tem.

~In the Houst of REPRESENTATIVES, jJune 13, 1799.
Read and Concurred, and Mr. FEssenpen, and Mr. SmiTh of
Bofton, are joined.
EDW. H. ROBBINS, Speaker.
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SER MO N,

1. SAMUEL, XXV, I.

Anp SAMUEL bpiEp, AND ALL THE ISR4ELITES
WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND LAMENTED HIMy
AND BURIED HIM AT HIS HOUSE rX RAMAR.

THE fraiity of human life ; the vanity of
human greatnefs ; and the uncertain nature of all
human events, arc now prefented to us in a light the
moft ftriking. The fable urn before us contains all
that was mortal of one of the moft amiable and ex-

cellent of men ; 2 man who was happy in his family,
warmly beloved by his friends, and elevated by the

free fuffrages of his fellow citizens to the higheft fta-
tion which it was in their power to beftow! In the
midlt of his.days; while the honors of the world
crowded thickly upon him ; and while we hoped that
he might be ufeful and happy for many years to
come ; Death, with inexorable hand, has feized him ;
his fun has gone down at noon ; and we are now a-
fembled to pay our laft refpetts to his remains, to

confign them, with decent folemnity, to the tomb
where
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where they fhall moulder into duft, and arife no
more ¢ till the trumpet fhall found, and the dead
fhall be raifed !”’

To affift us in improving this melancholy provi-
dence, is the defign of the following difcourfe. And
hew could we more naturally introduce it than by
the account of the death and funeral of SamMUEL,
who was long the Chief Magii:rate of Ifrael, whe
travelled for many years through the nation to dif-
penfe judgment and juftice, who maintained a fair
and honorable reputation to the end of life ; and
who, when he died, was attended to the grave by the
heads of the tribes of If-ael with deep and fincere

regret !

SucH a teftimony in favor of any man, and fuch
univerfal forrow when he is taken away from life,
are ftronger evidences of his real virtue than any
which the poetic page, or the {culptured marble can
produce. We do not lament the ufelefs or the wick-
ed. We do not mourn for thofe whom we did not
efteem and love. A whole community is never in-
volved in woe and fadnefs, unlefs it has loft a friend,
a benefattor, and a uletul fervant. And thus, the
tears of the public embalm the memory of a wife
and virtuous Ruler. They will tranfmit his name
with honor to pofterity in the annals of his country.

S4MUEL does not appear to have poflefled the
fire of imagination a.d brilliancy of genius which too
often aftonifh and del:zde the world. He was not

a conqueror
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a conqueror who extended by arms the dominions
of his Country, or gave it a falfe glory by fplendid
vitories. He had a frong and capacious mind,
which couid eafily difcern the juft and the fit, and
could fteer calmly the veflel of State when a more
impetuous pilot would have dafhed her on the rocks.
An underftanding clear and informed, a will regulat-
ed by reafon, and never warped or corrupted by
paflion ; with affe€tions warm but not violent, fin-
cere but not ardent ; a knowledge of the tempers
and feelings of mankind ; and an acquaintance with
the events of paft times and the hiftory of the world,
rendered SAMUEL more competent for the place
which he filled, than would thofe fhining talents
which too often lead their pofleflors to diftrefs their
country and defolate the world, that they may pro-
cure to themdelves the fame of vi€tory and the glory
of conqueft.

Earvpy and fincere piety formed a ftriking trait
in the charalter of SamueL. Dedicated to Gob
by a pious parent, he was ftationed in the tabernacle
from his youth. Through a long life he preferved
the « fear of Gop which is the beginning of wif-
dom,” and the repe&t to duty which is the ftrongeft
incentive tq public virtue, and the moft powerful re-
ftraint from a breach of truft.  We find him ftrictly
atcentive to the ordinancss of religion and the infti-
tutions of divine worfhip. But we find him more
careful of the weightier matters of the law, of the
great duties of morality and obedience. For, he
exprelsly declares to SauLr, when he had neglefted

fubmiffion
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fubmiffion to the plain will of Gop, under pretence
of referving an offering to the Lorp,  to abey is
better than facrifice, and to hearken than the fat of

rams.”’

IN the prefent age of wonders, when the refults
of the wifdom and experience of many ages are view-
ed as the dreams of aged and feeble infanity ; when
nature is placed in the throne of nature’s Gep ; and
the religion of CuRristT, mild, gentle and benevo.
lent, Lke its Divine Author, is reprefented as a cruel
and ferocious fuperftition : In this age of theory
and im&ovaﬁm Religion has been confidered by fome
men and fome nations as an injury to fociety, and
incompstible with the charalter of a good Ru-
ler. But, when we confider the decp influence
which Chriftianity felt in its power, has upon the
very tempers and difpofitions of men ; how it leads
them to fear doing wrong ever fo privately, and de.
fire to do right, though no praifc fhould attend
them ; how it places us always under the eye of the
Deity, and brings death and judgment near to our
view. When we thus view Religion in its nature
and eficéts, we fhall perceive it to be one of the moft
powerful and energetic principles which can operate
upon the human mind. This principle reaches
where no human law nor earthly confideration .an
extend. It operates as powerfully when no eye be-
holds it as when furrounded by thoufands. It pen-
etrates the heart. It governs the temper. It guides
the conduét. It fortifies us againft affliction, and
renders profperity mqre valuable and fweet. The
Ruler who embraces the fpirit, and copies- the ex-

ample
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ample of CHRIsT § who relies on the prontifes, and
is animated by the hopes of the Gofpel, will * ferve
his generation according to the will of God,” and
will be ¢ received into everlafting habitations.”

WHEN a man is under the influence of Religion,
it will make him ftri¢tly upright, and will lead him
to pay a clofe attention to the great duties of juftice
and integrity. This effect had religion upon Sam-
UVEL. For many years he was a Judge among the
People, and diftributed juftice to the aggrieved and
opprefled. ¢ And SamukL,” fays the facred hifto-
rian, *judged Jfrael all the days of his life, and he
went from year to year, in circuit, to Bethe! and Gil.
gal, and Mizpah, and judged Ifraslia all thofe places,
and his return was to Rama, for there was his houfe,
and there he judged Ifrgel, and there he built an
altar unto the Lorp.” His patient attention to the
parties who litigated, his enlightened endeavors to
fud out the truth, and his candid, impartial decifions
according to the evidence produced, procured him
the efteem und veneration of all, even of thofe
whom juftice obliged him to condemn. We find
SAMUEL always honored and efteemed in the nation
of [frael. He was received with the utmoft refpe&
wherever he went. His decifions were implicitly
followed. - When the ear heard him, then it blefled
him, and when the eye faw him, then it gave witnefs
to him.”

WHEN he a&ted as Chief Magiftrate of Ifrael, he
“ approved himfelf to every man’s conicience in the

fight of Gon.” Although his fons conduted ime
B properly
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properiy in their fubordinate capacity, yet it does not
appear that hz countenance? or fupported them, nor
do we ever find a fingle charge of incapacity, of
partiality or injuftice broughi ajainft bim. His
adminiftration was eafy to hinfelf and ufefu) to the
Pcople, and would have couiinued to the end of his
Life, had not that love oi change, which ftrongly
marks the human chara@er, but cften defeats its own
purpofes, led the People to deaire a King. Then
how muft tas heart have trizmphed, when, with the
firm and manly voice of Ziguified integrity, ke could
appeal to the aflembler) tribes of Ifrae/, in this ener-
getic language ! ¢ Bchold, here [am ; witnefs again't
me before the Lerpand before his Anointed. Whofe
ox have I taken ? Qr whofe whote uis have I taken?
Or whom have I defrauded ¢ Whiem have I spurefle
ed ! Orof whote hand have 1 received any Lribe oo
blind mine eyes therewith ? And I will refinre 3¢ t5
you.”” His fatisfaltior. mult nave been perfect, when
the People with one heart and one voice replied, fay-
ing, ¢ Thou haft not defrauded us nor opprefled us,
ncither haft thou taken ought of any man’s hand.”
Happy Magiftrate! Who was nct only “ approved
of Gop, but accepted of the mulutude of his breth-
ren!”

SaMUEL wasa man of mild and gentle manners.
When the moft direét attacks were made upon his
family, and when the People applicd to him to refign
his power, he poflefles, perfectly, calmnefs of mind.
‘We do not hear a reproachful word from him, nor

a fingle refletion on the ingratitude cf thofe whom
he had fo long and fo faithfully ferved. Mildly he
remonitrates
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remonﬁrares with the Peonle upoi the wiplety and

v of their condu&t. He does not fuffer himfeli to
He aﬁe Zed with the perfonal flight 1o him which
tixeir application implied. He does not zdail them
with the afperity which ftings, or the bitterniefs which
provokes. This mildnefs of manners, this patience
of contradittion, is of great ufe to thofe who rule over
men, becaufe it gives dignity to the charalter. It
difarm. refentment, and conciliates efteem.

BuT with all this mildnefs of manners the Patriarch
of Ifi-cel {tili poficiled the firmnefs and decifion which
his religion diGated, and his {lation required. When
the Hebrews required o have a King, like the nations
about them, Samues did not lefitate to reprove
them feverely for their mara»xu de to Gop, who was
then their Ruler, 2nd to fliew them that thev were
ziflaving themfelves and their pofients, in arder io
attain an empty pageant.  Superior to the love of
popuiarity, Wiz .i.duces aman to conceal his {enti-
ments or flatter a multitude, he firmly and decidedly
proves to them that they are injuring themfeives and
deftroying their own fecurity.  So honeft and inde-
pendent was he, as to hazard the difpleafure of the
People and his own influence over them, rather than
encourage them to that whxch was hurtful to their
truc intereft. It was in obedience to Gob 2lone,
that the Prophet fixed SauL on the throne ; and
Gop gave tnem a King in his anger, and took him
away in his wrath,"

It
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It was the ecamneft fobcitade of the ¥rophe: F
Jfrael to eftablifh fuch = conftitudon cf govnr-"mem
as thouid guard them fron the dargers w7ilh rhey
had precipitately brought on them’:ives. -¢ They
SamUEL told the people the manner of the kingdom,
and wrote it in 2 book, and laid it up before the
Lowrp.” He knew that fuch a precaution was nec-
eflary to prevent the Jfraelites from becoming fubje&
to the ¢ pricious humors or tyraanical paflions. of
their Xing. Where the powers of Government and
the liberties of the People are accurately defined, and
proper checks are eftablifhed to prevent the cr-
croachwrents cf one upon the other, there true oz
gom is enjoyed, and there alome man «xeyeiles hig
rights. From this principle, the wife, the patmntic
and the good have always exerted themizives to form
and to fupport definite and free Conftimuons of
government.

THE love of Gobn, and his country, animate? this
. good man, to exert himfelf in the caufe of Religion
and liberty. Thefe noble princ.ples warmed i.:s bo-
fom, governed his mind, and regulated his whole
conduct. A refpet to the spprobation of Gob,
“ whohath pleafureon. "auprightnefs,” a fincerewith
to promote the fpiritual and temporal happinefs of
the People, whom he loved, induced him toexert his
utmoft energies in ferving the religious and civil in-
terefts of his fellow-citizens. The profperity of his
Country pave him the moft fenfible pleafure ; and

when the clouds of adverfity inveloped it, when it
{uffered
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fuffered 200 3 G nfolly and raianefs, his joy was
rarued 1nto orsow,

Tz volullied reputogen wiid thc faithfu! Zzrvices
ef SamiEL, during his I, made his dez a fubjed
of derp regret to the pecple wf frael  They loved
him while his exxﬂ:cne,, her: was centinued, and
when the commor lot of ail men befel him, they
deeply mourned the melanchols =veni-  The tribés
of Jjrael allembled ; they bedewed his kh=arfe with
th:> tears of gepuine affeCtion and greatude, -rd bu.
ied him honorably ir the tomb of his «nceftors.
This is the duty which we are now called o perform,

The charaCter, briefly drawn, of SAMUEL i the
paft difcourfe, fo ﬂrmél} refembles that of-our ce-
cealed Friend and Governor, as that little need be
faid ir addition to it. Your cwn minds muit have
madz the application.

Expuep with ftrong and vigorous faculties of .
mind ; favoured with the advantages of a public and
liberal education ; imprefled with a fenfe of that Rc.-
ligion which forms men to virtue, kindnefs and
charity, he wao early called by his feliow-citizens to
£ill places of public truft and honor. As a Magif-
trate, a Legiflator, and a Judge, he aifcovered the
wifdom, the firminels, and impartiality which are fo
juftly celebrated in the charater of the text. His
honor and integrity were never impeached, and had
he made the fame appeal to the People as SAMUEL

did, he would have received the {ame anfwer.
Iiis
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His wife and faithful condu in offices of lefs dig.
nity ; their confidence in his patriotifm, integnty
and abilities, led the People of this Commonwealth
to call him to the office of their Chief Magiftrate.
This confidence was fully gratified. The warm
and decided Friend of our Federal and State Conftitu-
tions ; the warm and decided enemy of all foreign
~ interference in the affairs of our government ; the
watchful Guardian of the Civil, the Judicial and the
Military interefts of the Commouwealth, he was daily
more ar.d more efteemed and refpeted.  His ap-
pointmerts were judicious, and he meant to confine
them to men of virtue and abilities. He fupported
the honor of the Staze with dignity, His own de-
portment, while it was ealy and agreeable, while 1t
difcovered the mildnefs of manners, the unafluming
kindnefs which formed {o ftriking a part of his char-
alter, was never fuch as to dinunilh our refpect
and efteem for him.

Kind, charitable and good ; withing well to every
one, and defirous of promoting their interefts,
GoVERNOR SunmNER was univerfally beloved and
honored. He was among the few men who,
though he had many friends, warm and affe&tionate
friends, yet, fo far as my knowledge has extended,
never had a perfonal enemy. Even thofe who on
poiitical {ubjets differed from him, and the inter-
aits of whofe party led them to oppofe his eletion,
exprefled perfonal refpe&t for him in life, and now
profefs deeply to lament his death.
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Tu1s good man was a warm and decided friend té
the Religion of Curist. He early profefied this
Religion, and his liic appeared to be formed by its
divine and facred precepts. Thus influenced by its
temper, and governed by its commands in life, he
was animated by its hopes, and fupported by its con-
folations, when he came to die.

SHALL [ cail upon you, my brethren, on this oc-
cafion to admire and imitate the tender hufband,
the wife and affe&ionate father, the dutiful fon, and
the faithful friend ! The grief which rends the bo-
foms, and the tears which fill thz eyes of thofe to
whom he was thus related, prove i'-e juftice of this
part of his charatter, and difplay its amiablenefs in
the moft {triking manner.

AND now, feeing *“a Prince and a great Man has
fallen in our Ifrael this day,” let us humble ourfelves
under the divine corretion! Let us admire and
adore thofe difpenfations of Providence which we
cannot comprehend! And let us learn the - -ifons of
wifdom, which an event {o folemn and affecting is
calculated to teach us.

His Honogr, the Commander in Chief, while he
laments the Friend, whom, with fo much harmony,
he acconipanied in the public walks of life, will hear
the voice of Providence {peaking loudly to him, and
teaching him that the moft clevated ftation, the moft
affluent circumitances, and the warmeft eficem and

affection of our friends and fellow-cittzens, cannot
{ecure
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fecare us from thie arrefts of the King of Terrors.
The dutes, to which he is now called, are difficult
and important. May Gop give him wifdom and
grace to difciiarge them ufefuily and well | « As his
day is, {o let his ftrength be alle ! And when the
common lot of the great as weiias the [mall, the
rnich as well as the poor, thall befal him, may hey
like his excelient Predeceilory leave behind hin the
“ good name which is beticr than precious oint-
ment."

LT me cali upon cur Civil Fathers of the Coun-
cil, the Senate and the Houfe of Reprefentatives, to
contemplate the folemn {cene before us, and fee the
vanity of human greatneis; the infufficiency of the
higheft honors to ¢ retain the fpirit in the day of
death I’ There you behold the end of all flefh i-—
There you {ee the goal at which every man, who
runs the race of life, muft, fooner or later, arrive !
—-=Thence you may learn that the hour haftens when
all thofe diftinttions, after which many men eagerly
pant, will foon be levelled,and become lighter in our
view than the dult of the balance I—Although < ye
be called Gods,” yet here you find that ¢ ye fhall
die like men and fall like one of the princes !”” Re-
member, when difcharging your important public
truft, that the eye of Gob is upon you; that ¢ he
has pleafure only in uprightnefs ;> and that when
your bodies fhall lie under the cold hand of Death,
like the beloved duft before{you, it will be of more
importance in your view to be confcious of one at
of true Religion or of public virtue, than to have

pofleficd
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poffefled the higheft honors which man can beftow.
Learn, from this affe@ting Providence, to be more
dilizent, altive and faithful in all the relations of life;
fo that, when you fhall be gathered to the duft of
your fathers, thofe around you may “ mark the per-
fect man and behold the upright, for the end of that
man is peace !”’

Witx the affliGted widow, the fatherlefs children,
the bereaved fifters, and the numerous relatives and
friends of this excellent man, we mingle our tears !
We hold out te them, while we with to feel ourlelves,
the confolations and fupports of Religion. We do
not ‘ mourn as thofe who are without hope.”” Our
Feiend is gone from us, but we truft that his unem-
bodied {pirit now inhabits the courts of glory, and
has become ¢ a pillar in the temple of our Gop !”’

AND now behold, my brethren and fellow-citizens,
behold how the ¢ fafhion of this world paficth a-
way !”’ See how infufhicient are-the beft earthly enjoy-
ments to fatisfy the cravings of the immortal foul, or
to protract for a moment our exiftence in this world !
Learn that the faith of CxrisT and the difcharge of
our duty, is the “one thing needful ;”” that while
life,and health,and reafon are granted us, they thould
be inproved for the purpofe of preparing for another
world by performing the duty which we owe to Gop
and man in this! ¢ Now is thea cepted time” ! Let
us improve itto {_cure ¢ anintereft in the better part
which can never be taken away from us,” and to pre-

pare

C




XVI1II.
>

pare us for the ¢reft and the triumph which re.
main to the people of Gop !”

TuEe Religion of CHrIsT, our guide in life, and
our fupport in death, which regulates us in profper-
ity and gilds our darkeft moments with light and
comfort—This Religion teaches us to look beyond
i rave to ai heaven of infinite glory ! It teaches
., to depofit the precious remains of our Chriftian
friend: in the duft, with * a fure and certain fiope
.. cheir refurre@tion unto eternal life.”  Yes, my
brethien, Death fhall not retain his dominion over
them! They fhall burft afunder his iron bands !
They fhall awaken to a new and eternal life! They
fhall afcend to ¢ their Father and our Father, to
their Gop and our Gob ;” and ¢¢ with the ran.
fomed of the Lorp fhall return and come to Zion
with fongs and everlafting joy upon their heads !

AMEN.




