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At a Council beld in the Council-Cbamber ;
in Bofton, May 28th. 1726. l

Ordered,
HAT the Jonourable Wiliam Tailer (

wad Samuel Thaxter Elgrs; eive the
Thanks of the Board to the Reverend
Mr. Peter Thacher, for his SERMON =
Preached before the GENERAL AS- '
SEMB LY, and defire a Copy thereof in

order to its deing Printed.

Fofiab Willard, Secr,
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By GOD’s People as a great Favour.
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PSAL. LXXVIL 20

 Thou leddeft thy Pewple like a Floik, by the

band of Mofes and Aaron.

IVIL Government is the
: Lifc uf Publick Society; a
Conftitution of Governmie:t
formed to the juft Liberties,
M and beft Interefts of human
Nature, in Civil & Religious
: Affairs ; and animated by a
wife & juit Adminiftration 1s
the Strength of that Life : And the Agency of
Soverelgn Divine Grace, in giving it to his Own
People, {preads an incomparable Glory upon the
whole ; and makes a moft powerful Mouve of
{folemn Praife.
The latter part of this Pf:!m opens to vs, with
a l''vine Flequence, the Glery & Maj: fty of the
GOD of {jrdc/, in that Series of Wonders 5 [free.’s
Redemption out of Fgypr : Verfe ysth, Thou bajf

wubihine Armreteemad thy Peop e --- : And con-

- cludes with the Excelle:cy of their Governmesir,

and Leaders, 100 ieddeft shy People . In




2 An ELECTION

Inthe Words obferve the following things,

1. GOD Himfelf was Ifrael’s Leader: They
feddeft toy Pesple  Their Civil Conftitution ( as
weil as Ecclefiaftical) was Extracrdinary : There
was a more Immnca.ale Interpefition of GOD
himfelf; in their Laws & Admiuiftration : there-
fore ufually dencminated a Theecrafy. GOD by
H:imfelf breke the Iron Yoke 5 Formed their Go-
vernment for them, Executed & Adminiftred it
when Formed. '

2. The Alanncr of the Adminiftration : Thy
Feople, as a Fisck. GO D the Shepherd; Ifracel
his Fleck : This cavrvs an happy mixture of
Tendernels & Aunthoriiy; Power & Care; Pro-
tectin & Difcipline : At-d by the neareft Re-
lations, fiecial Propricty, and deareft Afiection.

3. The 1lluflrious Intramenre ufcd by Him
Mofs & Asren. ‘Yho their Government was g
Theasrafy « it did not exclude Inftruments : But
then the Inftruments fisf¥ employed 1n this fingu-
1.t Government were agreable (o 1t: Extraordi-
nary and very Excellent Ones: Extraordinarily
Cailed, Furnifhed Aflifted & Supported by GOD.
Mejes & darcn were the Two firft Inftruments
uf-¢d by GOD : the renowned Hr-ads of the Two
Orders, Civil & Religicus.  GOD railed them,
furnithed them, velled them with Power 5 and
by his fpecial, conftant Prefence with them, made
them both,but Al /es m-re remarkably, the moft
firnxl Biellings to their People, and Examples to
all firure Rulers, L

Haw propeily foever my Text would lead to
i, s one fheaial Branch of GOD's Govemme;'s.r,
to coufider {raels Confliitution, and Rulersin

Churcb,
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SERMON. 3

Church, as well asState, I pafs it ; and fhall be
govern'd by the occafion; and confine my felf
to the Civil Conftitution & Rujers, as a fruit of
GOD’s merciful Govertment,and give you a few
tho’ts upon the Bleiling of zbar, when wifcly and
juftly managed. I will give you my Sulj& in
the following

DocTr1NE.

IT is 1o be Not;’d € Celebraied, as an bigh
Favour of G OD 10 bis FPecple; wben He
leads them like a Flock, by 1be band of Mofee
and Aaron 3 or Wife & Good Civil Rulers.

Indeed the principal Blefing of GOD, and a
PﬁOplc’a inoft vital 8 fuudam\utal D}ﬂin&ion,
Honour & Happiueis confilts in their Excellent
Cenftituiion of Churc! ~Gov: rnirent_formed -.tpon

“} *the revealed Plar, the holy Scrip ures 5 and

wife & faithivl Guides toadmin.fter 1t : Churches
formed by CrRRrisT bhimelllf, wuh anexalt
agreablencfs to bis own mdft wife & perfett
Rules, filled with Ordinances, and all Infiituted
Officers ; and very particularly alearpct and
faithful Mininifrry: Thele are a Pecpl’s Glory
and Safety, ( 2/ 147 20.) what they fhould
efpccially vulae, be thankful fer, becouncern'd to
fecore & improve. But the Occafion leads me to
the Civil ; und (hat too is a very illufiricus Fa-
vour of G I will give you my thot’s upon
the important Things contained in this General
Propufition ; under the following Heads. .

ROP,




4 An ELECTION

Pror. I. GOD is 1 an appropriate manner
the Leader of a Profefing Pecple.

Prop. Il. He leads them like a Fiock.

Pxar. III. He fometimes leads them by the
Hanl of AMojcs & daron ;, or of Wife and
Goo? Rulers.

Prop. IV, This is ts be acknowledged & ce3
lebrated as an bigl Favour,

Pror. L. G 0‘6 Is, in an afprofriate manrer,

the Leader of a Profejfing People. He was Ifrasls
Leader ; and he is tne leader of every profefling
People. Every profefiing People 1s his peguliar
People ; and he leads them as fuch. Indeed they
are nct led by the fame extraordinary, miracu-
lous, immediate hand of GOD, that ifrac/ was In

their Redemption from Eg;pr, Conduc thro’ the
Wildernefs, and their being put into Pofieffion

of Cinaan. This is Celebrated, & Canfined to
to them : Deut. 4. 32, 33, 34. 45k now of the
Days, that are pafl, from tbe Day that God created
DMan upon the carth —_ Did ever Peopie bear God
Jpeaking out of the midft of Fire? Or bath God
efjryed 10 take bim & nation out of the midjt of a na-
10013, by temprations, by figns, by wonlers, and
by a mighty band,&c. But yet 1n every other pro-
fetiing People, there's the fame Relation of G/2D
to them,as tc If7ae¢l 5 the fame Grounds & Princi«
ples of Ating towards & for them : and they ex-

prefs themfelves in the fame happy Fruits 5 tho"
working afrer adiverfe manner, viz. By fecond.

Cavles. But here I will give you my tho’ts un-
der two Heads, diftinctly. (1) GOD is the fu-

preme, abfolute Lord of all Creatures. (2., In

-~ — vy © e e Ve
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-'SERMON. s

a peculiar manner, he isthe Leader of a profef-
iling People.

1. G OD is the {fupreme, abfolute Lord cf o/l
Crcatures. He s the univerfal Firfl Ceafe ; infi-
nitely & abfolutely Perfect; and therefore mwft
have an unlimited, unalienable, perpetuzl and
univerfal Dominion over all Creatures; particu-
larly over all his reafonable Creatures ; Perfonal-
ly, or Relatively : Singly, or in Scaay. No
Autbority can pofibly be, but from GOD. . A¥
Power 1s limited by his meft perfeG Will, dueiy
notified. \o Power can be againft him, Thefe
are all Truths moft evident to Reafon; and the:r
Contraries draw after them the moft abiurd Cen-
fequences ; nay flat Contrad:&ions. And the

Scriptures clzarly exhibit them as {uch to us,Dan.
4. 23. Tuil thou Enowsfd thar the moft bigh raleth

in the kingdom of men, ard giveih it 1o ubonfo-
ever be wll. Plal. 145. 13. Dby kirgdem is an
cverlafing kingdows 5 arndtby deminicn 1lro’cat all
generations. Ylal. 135. 5. I kuow, thar 1the Lerd
15 great atove all gods 5 whatf-ever the Lord plea-
Jed . that did be, inbeaven, eirih, feas, &c. The
univerfal Influence & Ageucy of GO, here af-
firmed, includes a Jlgru/, as well as a Natural
or Phyfical Power ; Right, as well as Sizengib.
Once more, That celebrated,but very much vexed
and abnfed Text 15 very clear & full Preof Rom.
13. 1. -=- N6 power but of Cod: the pewers 1hat
be, are ordained of God. °Tis not pcilibie there
thould be any, but what flows frem this cnly
Fountain of Being & Power: ind it'sequally im-
podible for GOD to deny *1vfclf, and give 21y
Creatuce 8 Power agai. fi hinufelf,

| B Eut




4 An ELECTION

But I proceed,

2. GOD is in a peculiar manner the Leader
of his Own Pesplr. Here I will mention to you,
fome of the Dyfintions & Cbaraflers of this pe-
culiar Govern:nent.

1. It’s founded in fpecial Relations, and pecu-
Liar Works of GOD. Ifrael became his Subjedts,
and he their Leader ; by new, near & endearing
Relations & peculiar difplays of his Wifdem,Cow-
er & {overeign Bounty. And thus it1s ina Degree
with ref pett to every profeiling People.

They are formed, redeemed,feparated to GOD,
by fpecial difplays of Divine PerfeGtions: New
and very near Relations between GOD) & them
arife from thefe fpecial Operations. His Provi-
dence works very gloricufly 8¢ diftinguifhingly,
in preparing them for the honourable & happy
Stsvio: : He fobecomes their Father ; and they
hiz Children, inan unccmmon manner. They
his Servants, and he their Lord, by & new & mcft
enlearng Claim: Deut. 32. 6. Do ye thus requite
the tard 5 O foolifh pesple & unwife ¢ [s be vot
ihy . ther that bach bought stee €  Hubh be not
made thee, & efial} % d tiee 2 My narrow bounds
won't allow me 0 g» into'the delightful particu-
Yars.

But again, His Condefeontions are very won-
derful, inkhis mut free & aracious binding him-
felf 1o them, by Waord, Outh. moft figinficant
Covenant Rites & Seale, which conta'n the moft
precions Gond) niide ovior to them opon the beft
Te ms. And thev “uve celibera ely b-und them-
{ '« taacontan, farthfsl Compliance with
thele Tums, la. 43, 21, Tus FPeopie have I

Jormed
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Jormed for my felf. Deut. 26, 17, 18. Thou baft
avoucbed the Lord to be tiy God, cnd be burh
av-uched thee to be bis Peaple. This Covenant
is the {pecial, formal ground & reafon of the fpe-
cial Relatiop, and that peculiar Government here
treated of. And this 1sdifcourfed of, & defcribed
under the Metaphor of the martial Authority and
Marnage Union ; which 1s the clofeft of any we
know of among Men, between Two Perfons.
Jer. 2.2. Gojand cry in tbe ears of Ferufaiem, faying,
Iremember tbee the kindrefs of 1by yeuth 5 1be lsve
of thine Efpoufals.

2. He leads {uch a People, by a/fpecizi Pro-
vidence, regulated by the Covenant between GOD
and them :In that they Promife to him an uni-
verfa] willing Obedience, according to his own
revealed Will ; and he binds himfelf, to beftew
upon them, in that way, all the Bletlings of the
Covenant. He makes over himfelf, and all his
Stores & Riches ; and they are as fure of them,
as if aGually Poflefled. 2 Cor. 6. 16, 18. 1 will
dwell in them, and walk n them. and I will be
their Ged, and they fhall be my People : and I will
be a fatber unto you, and you fball be my fons and
daughters, f1th the Lord. But he threitens the
contrary Evils, if they are falfe to him. Dear.
23. thro'out, Now GOD'’s Provi‘ence, 1n all it’s
fmiles & frowns, 1s regulaged by this Cevenant:
He difpenfeth to them, agreably to his Promifes
and Threatnings ; with due Rcferves for the ex-
ercife of his Patience, Sovercignty & Grace ;
which Referves are fully provided fer in this Co-

venant.
| B2 5. He
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3. He feeds them by nis Word and Ordi-
ninces. It was Ifracl’s peculiar Privilege, as
GOD's People, That GOD commiteed his Ora-
cles to them ; gave them his Statutes, Judgments
and Ordinances, Pfal. 147. 19, 20. Rom. 3. 2.

- And this Diftin&ion & Privilege defcends to
every profelling People. The Word & Ordinan-
ces are the Inftruments efpeciany wherein, and
whereby GOD exhibits the Directions, Authority,
Bleflings & Advantages of that pecaliar Relation
and Government, which he hath taken upon him-
{elf, towards them. |

4. He leads them by the Hand of a Mediator.
The great Mediator between GOD & Sinners, is
the appointed, univerfal Lord over all things.
Matth. 28. 18. A/l power is given unto me, in
beaven, & in earth. And it’s a moft joyful and
endearing Charalter of this univerfal Empire,
that it’s given, received & exercifed in it’s whole .
valt Extent with a fpecial Eye to his Peoples
univerfal, & beft Good, Eph.1.22. Pur ali things
undcr bum 5 and given bhim, to be bead, over all
2hings to the Charch,

But that which I am efpecially concerned here,
to obferve toyou is this, viz. That the Redeemer
1s 1n amoft gloricus & delightful manner his Fa=
ther’s King 11 & over his Church, Pfal. 2. 6. Tet
have [ fet my king upon my boly I'1'] of ziom. All
Government 1n X over the Church, whether
Providential, formally & properly Ecclefiaftica
or Spirttual, 1s Chrift's Government : The Church
15 "is Seed, Family, Sponfe, nay Body: And
their whole Dirc&tiin & Difp. {e belongs to hum.
He 1s moit  awthenvickly, cffcctively & {o-

lemx;ly
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lemnly vefted in it ; Plal. 2. 7. Thox art my fon,
tbis Day bave Ibegotten thee. GOD is in the
midft of hisChurch, and his Reft there will be
eternal & glorions : But he exercifeth this Sove-
reignty by that moft excellent & lovely Dele-
gate his own only Son, hisown Image & Bright-
nefs, ( and by his own free Confent ) our Surcty.
Thismoft wonderful & glorious Perfon, aflu.ed
our Nature; and in this Natuse Travelled & Dy-
ed in our ftead, and for our higheft Goed : And
1z this Nature,with all it’s effential Affetions,he
Reigns 1n & over his Church. He, or the Father
by him, manageth the Kingdom of Providence
and Grace to them. And how many delightful
things doth this Contemplation fuggeft to us:
Moft certainly, This Adminiftrator makes it
a peculiar Government,and exhibitsit fuch. GOD
hath peculiar Defigns with regard to them : A
. peculiar Treafure 1n them. He hath put them
into the wifeft & kindeft hand,t» Protect, Order,
and to make them Happy ; moft fafely to fecure
his Treafure, and exactly & fully reach his de-
{igns.

~ Thus Ihave given yoa fome Tho'ts oa the
Firfl Propofition, and proceed to the Secosid.

Pror. II. GOD leads his Pecple like o Flock.
This Propofition is but a farther Prolccution of
the foregoing ; a going into a particular difplay
of the excellent Characters & Glories of God’s ap-
propriate Government. Here I (hall not cblige
my {elf to the Metaphor, with any critical {olii-
citude ; crly keep the general Idea, conveyed by
it m fight, asI pafs along,

This
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This of a $h¢pherd, 1s an Allufion which ang-
ent Writers, Sacred & Common, have very much
delighted 1n : Taey have fet it in the moft
beautiful & advanrageous Lights, to reprefent a
well-regulated, wife & happy Government by ;
and to give thebeft Inftructions to the Condut of
Rulers. *Tis a very lively & naturalEmblem; and
we find the fupreme Ruler himfelf ufing it, to
give us the juft & honourable ldeas of his own
Government.

In general, I have already obferved to you,
That theMetaphor of a $hepberd carrys an happy
mixture of Tendernefs & Authonty,Power & Care,
Prote&ion & Difcipline.

GOD s fpecial Government includes all thefe,
we are fure it muft. We fee all thefe things in

the brighteft light, when we confider & contem-
plate it, in what we have already heard of it un-

der the Firft Propofition, viz. It’s ipecial Founda-
tions ; {:blime Rules ; peculiar Providences ; and
moft glerious Adminiftrator : Where thefe meet,
there muft be Tendernefs & Authority, Power &
Care, Prote&tion & Difcipline, moft Perfect and
Divine: There muft be all the Qualities & Af-
feGtions of a Shepberd exercifed 1n Perfection, 1in
all the proper Bufinefs, Offices & Work of a Shep-
ber |,

And if we add to this, An Enquiry into Fa& ;
as upon infallible Scripture Record, we fhall find
GOD exercifing this Tendernefs & Authority all
along, In his Dealings with his People.

Here it may be proper to go a little into par-.

ticulars, GOD
1,
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1. GOD Direds & Preferibes to hisPeople,
in a very peculiar manner. He fhines to his own
People, in the ftrongeft Light, as abfol:tely So-
vereign, and infinitely Wife & Good ; 1n the Per-
fection of his Laws, which in the beft manner
poltible, an{wer the great knd of Lis Glory, and
his People’s Happinefs. Micah 6.8. He baib fhewed
thee, O Man, wkar is good, &c, Pfal. 19. 11.
Moreover by them is tiy fervant warred 5 and 111
keeping of them there is great Reward.

2 He Cirreils & Reflores them, when they do
amifs & wander. The Tendernefs & Wifiiom of
his Love won’t {uffer him to let their Sins pafs,
without proper Frowns ; but then they direct the
Correliions to the firteft Seafons ; beft manner &
meafure. He adj.fts ail their Troubles 1n the
beft manner, to their being humbled, purged,
made wifer & better; and to their beiig reftored
to their former Station with advantage, He A&s
towaids them, with the Temper & liicnilons of a
Sheplerd ;and his ways areAnalogous to theShep-
berd's wilcft &kindeft Actiens towards this beloved
Charge. GODdon't grieve & wound williegly,
and with Pleafure ; but for necefiary great & gend
Purpofes, which they themfe’ves wiil be Thank-
ful for, when GOD’s Difpenfiticns are cpened
fully tothem. Read, Deut. 5. 2. Ardifea fraie
remember all the way whi.h th: Lord 11y G d bath
led thee, 12 prove thee, &c. |

3. GOD bears with thewi with a fov-rz:ga, bu
wife Farirnce. He don’t immcdiatelv firike vpon
every Offence,  Involuntary Cfiences, arifing
from I' firmity, are covered with the Tendlernefs
of a Pareuty, GOD {pecks, convinces, wa!;ns‘;

ulct!
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ufeth the moft rational,gentle Applications,when
thede prevail, to bring back his People to them-
felves & Duty : He repents,& forbears the threat-
ned & impending Evil. However, He glorifys
his Patience, and proclaims his Name, Long-
Sufforing, before he proceeds to his heavier
ftrokes : Efpecially, before he puts the laft
haud of Vengeance to his ftrange Work. They
are great Sins, and obftinately continued in, that
draw down Vengeance. The Publick is coh-
cerned by a publick & héavy Guilt, where the
Punifhment 1s publick & heavy. Rom. 19. 2I.
But 10 Ifracl be fauth, All the day long Lave I
Sircr.bed out my band unto a difobedient & gain-
Jaying FPeople, Hof. 11, 8. --- How fhall Igive
thee wp, &c. Jer.7.13. Ifpake untotbee, rifing

ear/y. _ |
4. He Protedls fram Evils & Enemies ; with In-

finite Concerns, Watchfulnefs, Power & Good-
n={z. GOL’s Pcoyle are extremely hated. In pre-
portion to the purity of their Principles, and cx-
cellency of their Manners, 1s the united Ruge of
,Eart: & Hell fet.upen 1t, to do all they can to
Vex & Dedtrey them,  And if the utmoft ftretch
of their Wits & Powers, 1n the deepeflt Plots, and
ftrongeft Combinations can undo them,they fhall
be undone.  Tliat’s the Cry cf the Churchies Ene-
mics. Pfa. &3 thro'ew:, particularly, Ver. 4,7, 8.
== Come & .t a5 cat them (ff, |
But their Defigns & Attempts are entirely un-
der the Governtuent of lyraer’s sheplerd 5 {hall
accomplith hi: Defigns, and go no farther. * He
can by no mears leave the Leloved of his Soul, to
the blind Rage of theix umplacable Enemiﬁzs.
e

-
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He reftrains and bounds the Enemies Rage, and
{ecures His own ; and fo far, they are intirely
fafe: No evil can potlibly come withcut his
Knowledge ; none pofhibly agan:ft his Will. Con-
fider the following Texts, Plul 2.1,2,3,4. ¥hy do
the Heathen rage the People imagine a vain tbirg
Pfal. 7¢. vo. Swrely the wraib of man fLall prasfe
thee, &c. Iat 27 2, 3. — A Vineyard of red
Wine. 1Iithe Lord do %ecp it, &c.

5. GOD as their {pecial Governour Preferves
and Feeds them. GOD Preferves and Continues
his Profeiling People, his Church, 1n that diftin~
guifh’d excellent State of Being He gave them,
when he made them his People. He maintains
that Life, and fupplies them with all that Geod,
which thatLife demands. The Purchafe of Chrift,
and the Promife of GOD, determines what that
Good is : And their mcft faithful Shepherd {up-
plys & difpenfcth to them, agreably tc that Tur-
chafe & Promife. And this ccmprehends ail the
Good that Societies are capable of 3 Spiritual &
Qutward, Civil & Religirus.  Read, fjal 23d.
and vou'l fce the proper Cflice of a Shegberd 5 and
the Paternal Wifdem & Authority, with which
GOD 1e:thibits; and in the prefent Inftance par-
ucularly.

But 1 come to the Third Prop:fiticn,

Prar. III. GOD fometimes leads his People,
by the hand of Mofes & Aaron 5 or of Wife and
Gool Cival Ralers. This Head is one very weigh-
ty Arn le, wherein, both the tender Care & foves
reign Power of Ifrae/s gocd Shepherd cifcover

them:elves. |
C Here
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Here I will obferve the following Order ; (1.)
Offer fome geneial Explanation or L'lufiration,
(2.) An Hintin Proof very briefly. (2.) Cons
clude it with the Charaller of a good Ruler.

1 I will offer fome general Exslunation,
Whenfoever a People enj»y an excellent Form of
Government & good Rulers, 1t’s GOD’s Gift.
His Power & Favour are very remarkable in it.
The Agency of the Sovereign GOD in this Af-
fair, may be diftinguifhed into Extraordinary and
Ordinary.GOD givesas really & truly,when aPeo-
ple are in Poiletiion of thefe Bledings,in the Ordi-
naryMethods of Providence,asin thekxtraordinary,

When the Underftandings of a People are
enlightned and direted to Contrive fuch a
Scheme of Government, as beft anfwers all the
great Ends of Society 8 Government : And with-
3] there’s fuch a Concurrence of Circumftanceg
“and Inclinations, as to bring it in, & eftablifh it ;
GOD 1s as truely the Author of that Scheme &
Form, as if declared by a voice from Heaven,
and received & eltablifhed by the meft miracie
lous Operations & Appearaiices.

Agamn, When i the Ordinary ways of Educa-
ti*n, Experience, &¢. Men are qualified for,
ipirited to, and mtreduced into the proper Stati-
cns & Oppartunities to employ them for the pub-
1icKGrod 5 1t 1sas really GOD’s Work as if they
were Infnired, and called out extraordinarily, by
N me«  to the honourable Bufinefs.

Once more, When the Defigns of fubtle &
p werful Trrants againft a Pecple’s juft Liber-
ties are da‘thed, and their valvable Rights are
prefirved or reflored, its GOD’s glorious Work

and




and precious Gifts when done by Ordinary, as
well as Extraordinary Methods.

In thefe mentioned Inftances, there’s GOD’s
Ramp : they are eftablithed by his Approbation
and Authonty,as well as bro’t to pafs by his Pro-
vidence ; not only the Agency of the firft uni-
verfal Caufe, butthe Authority of the fupreme
Lord & Lawgiver. The renowned David is an
Inftance of both the Ordinary & Extraordinary
manner of Introduction. GOD furnifhed and
fnirited him to Government, by Extraordinary &
Immediate Imprefliors; but withal he formed
him to it, by bringing him into the King’s Ser-
vice ; and accuftoming him to War, & publick
Bufinefs. GOD appointed him King by an 1m-
mediate Defignation ; but yet the Tribes Chofe
him. This i1sthe Excellent Man of whom GG
fays, Pfal. 78. 71, 72. He chbofe Dauvid, &c. He
bro't Facob to feed b:s people.

2. I come in a word to the Prosf. You obferve
I exprefs my felf in a reftrained manner ; wviz,
GOD fometimes leads, &c. And I {peak 1n this
manner,becaufe there’s the exercife of Sovereign-
ty in this, asin all o:her temporal & outward
Bleflings. But the’ I thus Guard ; yet I fuppofe
upon the ftricteft fearch & the beft Judgment, it
will be found, that generally, and for the md{t
part, thefe Bleflings are given, when a People in
Covenant, are Upright & Faithful init. Were
it at all needful here, I could fcr Proof draw to-
gether very many Inftances, from the moft vn-
que'tionable Records, Sacred & Commen. Var-
ticularly, It would be ealy to il up the Proof
from the holy Scriptures; and mention to yru

C 2 NMafes,
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Motor, Fofkus, S:muel, David, Afs, ftl‘q,’b:pbﬁ

He= PEih X T ';::, all illuftrious Inftruments in
GODs hunds of very peculiar Bleflings. But
there bemng o B‘CC“HY at all to Labour this
Point, I cora: to the Third, which my Subie®
eﬁ)ecxall ¥ rcguires.

. I comz now tn the Cbiralfer of the Go:d
R.er. Mv Text offers a very juft & lively Pat-
tein 1n & ff . 'We'l then enquire into hxs Cha-
vacter ; aad by thit, Anfiver the Demands of this
Heal: And span fearch we find A fes 1lluftni-
ous for the fuilowiag excellent Things, iz (1.)
His gsverning Wifdom & Skill. (2 His Meek-
7‘6’[: & Pantesce. (3) His }uﬁ.cr. (4-) His
Fublick ép’:':t & Faternal Terdernefs. (5 }S eidy
dus f}an;yg & Cowrage. (6.) GOD's In.'gt in
an high & glorlous Degree. (7.) Great ln:ercit
in GOD’s Favzur, and Power witk GOD by

Pr f}‘*r

. The R*‘L muft Like Aofes, be furnified
:u-z,fu W _sz & Skil 12 Government. Every Bu-
fiviofs hadhi s ex’?ennal Qualifications for the ef-

fccé‘u“ i“uﬁ?r'ient manrazement of it. Govern-
g Wilism & Prudence is fuch, to the Condu
of Publick Afluirs. This Wifdom takes in a great
Varicty of Things; and Idon’t pretend here toa
perfeCt -crount of thom T will omly hint 1In a
ward, I .t this Vertue is oual‘fizd for, conduc-
ted & »étuat-d in Goveromen it, by an extended
Kiowl g of Men & Things; and p“rtxculanly
the \’v.'w's of Government - And mught I at
all go mto particulars, I would mention the Ad-
vantage afthe Nitinét Koowlege of the P"plc 0
be (mverv dy 1 ther Hiftory, ther Corftriution

mn
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in Cherch & State, their Laws, Cuftoms, Difpofi-
tions, Manners & Circumftances. And to add no
more, There muft be a Dextenity 1n  the Apph-
cation of this Knowledge to it’s End. If you En-
quire, Youl find this cne Remarkable in Alofes’s
Character: There’s no queftion.to be made of 1t,
but he had large meafures of Prudence, by fpmal
Impreflions from above. But befides thxs. we
find him trained to Government, by his Adcptr-
on & Educaticn, by Pharaod’s Daug‘xter and his
intimate Acquaintance with the Egyprian Learn-
ing. Read, Exod. 3. 11, 12. dnd be fud, wbe
am I, — Aad be fad, Ccnaml) I il be with
you. Exod_ 4. 1o, 11,12. And Mofes faid, Iam
not E.’ogucm An:l the Lor Jaid, Wha bath made
max’s mouth 5 now therefzre go, and 1will be wirh
sby Moutb. Once more, Ads 17. 21, 22. Fba-
r2cys Doughter tiok bim up, and nourii-ed bim
for ber own fin, and Mcfes was learned, in ail
the Iurmng of 1be bgypxum

. He muit like Alofes, be remarkable, ﬁ)t
J!Ircbujs & Farience. Meeknefs & Patience ar
Qualifications effential to a wife & happy Admx-
niftration. Among the beft People, there’s al-
ways enough to exercife thefe, in the Ruler.

But there are high Degrees, anda conftint Fx-
ercife, necellary 1n the Government of fcme Pec-
ple,and in fome Seafons & Circunftances. Aiofes
was bro’t tothe Governmznt of an head-ftreng
Peeple ; very fordid & untauzht in fime regards :
.Accuf’mmea to the Difcipline of Saves ; who
whn bro't into the Condition of a Free i'mpi
Pardly knew how to vfe their Freedom with ma-
dJaucn, and to bear the mecefiary Ridirzines.

‘The
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The wife Condu& of fuch a People required an
uncommon M- knefs & Patience, Again, Mofes
was to lead them thro' Wants& Difficulties, and
innumerable Hazards. Thefe to the low & ani-
mal. but efpecially, the corrupt fuclinations, are
ftrong temptations to Difcontents, Murmurings,
Rebellions againft Rulers y and muft require an
1nvincible Patience, and fteady Calm in Rulers,
to Mafter them, and to prevent the infinite Mif~
chiefs that arife from them.

GOD made and {ent them, a Mofes, the moft
fignal ftroke, and fpccial Glory of whofe Cha-
ralter, was his Aecknefs & Patience : Now zhe
man Mofes was very meck, above all the men that
swere npon the face of the earth,

3. Like Mofes, he muft be very Fufi. Juftice
i3 certainly eflential to the grand Bafis of Go-
vernment ; one of the grand Pillars upon which
1t refts ; without which, Power degenetates into
Tyranny and Self-Intereft. Prov. 14. 34. Righse.
oufnefs, very particularly in 1t’s Rulers, exalteth
a Nation, Prov. 16. 4. The Tbrune is eflablifbed
by Righteoufnefs. It’s given us therefore among
the moft vital Parts of a Ruler’s Duty, 2 Sam.
3 23. The Rock of Ifrael fpake 10 me 5 the
God of Ifra-lfaid, He thar Rutesh over men muft
be Full. This Vertue enobled & exal ted by Grace,
fhone very bright among A fes’s Excellencies
and we find it very folemnly recommended in
Fotbro's Advice, Exod. 18. 14, --- 21. Moyeover,
1 hou fbalt provide Men of Truth.

4 Like Mofes of a Pubiick Spirit & Paternal
Tendern:fs  Thedue & happy Exercife of the
Publick Truflt requires an uncommon Generoﬁt)é

an
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and Largenefs of Soul. Nothiig fo proper, fo
lovely, fo God like. °Tis the Expectation both
of GOD and Man, that Rulers be Fathers and
Benefactors to their People : put on the Tender=
nefs of Fatiers ; and exprefs it, in their being go-
verned by the Publick Good, 1n their whole Ads
miniftration ; and in their exq nfite {enfe of the
Publick 1ifperity & Adverfity. A Prvate,
narrow_ fclfith Spirit in a Publick Perfoa,1s meft
loathfome to GOD & Man ; brings Infamy, and
a Curfe upon the Guilty, and innumerable Op-
pre.ons & Mifchiefs upon the Pecple. GOD

fhews us the Good Ruler. * = - :y uuuinal
light, in thofe Twore - . . ratriots Mefes and

Nebemtab 5 the o~ rael’s Foundry the other
his Reftorer. Ne.em..s pcuuecrnefs tothe Pub-
lick was truly great ;5 and his Story fully makes
cut that Character, Neh. 2. 16. A man te feck
the welfare of ibe Chiidrencf Ifrael, But Mofes
was Extraordinary & Amazing : Ee entirely fors
gets himfelf & all his own Interefts for them,
their Sa‘ety & Good. Read, Exod.32.32. If nor,
I pray thee blot me out of 1y book. And, Numb.
14, 12, 13, 14, 15. -

s. Like Mofes, of fteady Authority & Ceourage.
Authorisy in a Ruler’s management; I n.ean a due
exerting the cnercive Power lodged with him for
the Publick Safery & Honour, 1s always necefiary
iu feme Degree, lct the Times be never fo Calm.
Refo.ution & Ce.r ge are the Guardizns of this
Authurity and 1t’s Life & Spirit ; and a degiee
of thefe Ixalwavs requifire therefore in the {moo-
theft ‘Time.  But at fometimes, and 1 fome Cir-
cumftances, which their People may be thrown

into,
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into,they become peculiarly Neceffary ; and they
muft exert themfclves with Vigour. Without
very refolute Counfels & couragions Executions
of them, all would be loft in fome Tun&ures. An
happy Union, and prudent Exercife of thefe, are
then a Pecple’s very Life. o

Let us enquire, and we fhall find AMofes the
Meck & Teuder Father of his People ; to whom
his People was dearer than himfelf ; yet when
the Honour of GOD, and the Publick Good re-
quired it, we then find him 2 Man of Majefty,
armed with Terrors. |

Government can't be ipfulted, & fo weakned,
withont inexpreflible Damage & Hazards to the
Pecple; ( thegreat Endof Government.) *Tis for
the Pecple’s fake, not their own,that Rulers muft
exhibit this Coercive Power, and ufe the Sword
of the Revenger ; and not willingly fuffer the
L awlefs at home, or Enemies abroad, to defpife
aud trample on them. Iook upon Mofesinthat
moft fezforable & holy Traniport, Exod. 32. 26.
And Mlofes faird, Whoisonthe Lord’s fide, Who 2
Anc, Fxod. 17. 9. dnd Mofes faid to fofbua, and
&0 Sfrpht with dmaleck.

6. It's very defirable, that like Mofes, they
have GOD’s Image, and in 1t’s moft high & emr-
nent Degrees to Sandlify them. This will Exalt
all their Faculties & Qualifications for Govern-
ment. This exceilent Image crowns all other
Qualificatiors ; infufeth an holy & excellent
Ferment into all that direts & ftimulates them
to their great End.

M fes was a rtencwned Man of GOD, for his
uncommon meafures of true fandtifying Graqec.l‘

An




S ER MO ng

Aund Rulers inould fo Excel, as to be Examples to
all about them, of every gracious Diipofition and
A&ion to GOD & Man. You fee disgfes's true
'Temper & Spirit, 1 his deep Concern for GCD's
Hoaour ; the fureft Sign of Grace that can be
Numb. 14. 13, 14. dnd Mofes fard, The Ezypii-
ans will bear 1t .

7. Like him, Men of Prayer & Pewer with
GOD. Mofecs was fo, very glorioufly ; and fo
thould all Rulers. Jer. 15. 1. Tho’ M-fes and
Samael food before me. Iumb. 21. 7. dAnd Mo-
Jes Frayed for the Pe:ple.  Thus they may do
more for the Publick Goed, than by all thar
Wifdom, Authority.Courage, nay,than by the uni-
tedStrength & Riches of their wholeGovernmer:t,

Thus 1 have ficifhed the Charadier ; the thi: g
principally in my Defign, and will go mac
bitofly thro’ what remains.

Prop. IV. Itis to be Notic’d & Celcbrate}
as an bigh Favewr of GTU 1o his People, wien
he lcads them Jike a Ficck, by the hand of Wile
and Gooua Rulers GGCD’s tuking upon himfelf
the Relation of their Leader, 1n fo pectliar a
manner as you have heard ; and lis excrcifing
that Government as a Sisjherd, carrys mcdt se-
mirable Grare in every Articleof i, us might ke
fhown, would my Boanids allew 1t : Bui pafiing
the Reft, I fhall coufider the pecatiar Fuveur of
His Government, which sppears in cxcellont
Civil Privileges & Rulers 5 and this tnder Two
Heads. (1.) Thefe Privileges & Governmen: mie
a moft free & great Favour; cven to e be it
People. (2 ) It is to be Noticed & Celibrared
&s fuch by thent

| D O &
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1. 1: 1 1 ff[{ & gft'df FGUOJI" Of GOD, cven
to the beft People,<to give them fuch Privileges
and Ruiers. I muft fay a word or two to the
Gr:atazfs, and then to the Divine Frecdom and
Sov:reignty in them. ’

(v.) Cvil Privileges, and a good Government,
are very great Benehiss to a People.  Thefe very
near:y & vitally affettall the Particulars of a
Peplss Welfare. It might be Inftanced at large,
wece 1t proper here ; 1n th<ir Religion & Morals 5
and ian their external Order, Peace, univer{al
Profpzrity. The happy Fruits are Oood Laws
p:udent, fteady, tender, but yet refsiute Exe-
cut:on of them : Learaine 8 Ar:s flounth : In-
duftry is encouraged : Tr:ds, Husbardry, Ma-
nafalares encreaf : The Publick Pradentials &
Exigrncies faithfuliy & wilely Condu&ed. All
thelz have a moft direct & rasur.i influence vpon
tseir Hoanur & Safety.  And to conclude, Such
Raless 1o abandance to engaze the Divine maji
gracisss Prefen.e with {fuch a People.  Iideed
th-ir Prudence & H:linefs, and fervent Suppiica-
toas wan't doalsn:, without agreable Difpofiti-
ons & Deprrtment 1n the People ; but they do a
great deal with GOD,to keep off Julgmeunts, and
to procare Pablick Blefiings. They have great
. Power with GOD by tbeir Prayers, to open his
Infinitc Stores. D.ut. 9. 18, 19. Let m. alone,
that [ mi1y dz;éroy th>m .- But the Lord hearkned
10 me af thar time alfs. They d» abundance by
Eoly Svamnes, and powerful liflaences, in their
eminent Stations. to preparc the People fur @
Coven:nt- =3 vment of toefe Bleings; as the

iltory of tae retormtingK ugs of fad ¢y aflure us.

(¢.)Th.y
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(2.) They aremoft Frec & Sovereign Benefits,
even to the beff & purefi Pcople. No People can
have any Claim to thefe Benfits, but by GOD's
moft fovereign Promife. 1 Sam. 12. 22. For tbe
Lord will mot forfake bis People, for bis grear
Name fake 5 becaufe 1t ba:b pleafed the Lord 1o
make jou bis People. And a People’s Claim by a
fmcere Performance of the Covenant-Terms, 1s
the glorious werk of {overeign, irrefiftible Grace,
Jer. 31. 3. Tea. I bave loved thee, wisl an cver-
lafhing L-ve : Therey..e =~*b loving kinln:j's bave
I drawn thee. :

2. Thefe Free & Great ¢ -urs muft be No-
ticed & Acknowledged. 1 oply juft mention the
Heads which might have beep enlarged on, if
the bounds of a fingle Sermon wonld have allow-
ed it. Duty, Gratitude, and Intereft unite to
prefs their Obligations, aund {et them 1n the
ftrongeft Light. ’

A People’s Notice & Acknowlegement is all
the Return they can poflitly make. GOD the
Giver being Infinitely above them : They being
entircly dependent on him : And He being abfo-
lutely incapable of any real Addition & Bencfu.
1 Cor. 4. 7. Wbs maketh thee t: d ffer 2

GOD will notwithftanding gracionfly Accept,
thro’ Cbrift, His People’s fincere Acknowlege-
ments. Hegracioufly lets us know, He accounts
himfel€ Honoured by them, and is highly plea-
fed with them, Pf 7 so0.23. Whofo cfie:cih fraje
glorifye:b me.  And we are fure he will Reward
cur grateful Offerings, with the Magaificence of
the only & bleffed Potemate, the King of Kings,
in the mell ila%rions Penelis.

D2 Anl
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A~d now I {houll have proceeded to have faid
w..'lt thefe Returns are, which a Pemle muft
make to GOD for thefeBenefits ; and which muft
be agreable to the Perfetion &:Ma]eﬁ of GOD ;
and taerefore fich as himfelf requires: And thefe

m’g1t have been Defcribed at large under the
folhwmg Heads. |

. A People muft offer folemn & hearty Praife
for tl"m Pfal. 50. 23.

23 I‘..Ly mauft be wifely improved to their Ends,
Vi GODr Hinour, the promoting our own
81 iritua: & Outward Good,

All wife Endeavoars muft be ufed for their
Continuance. Particularly, Thofe Iniquitie§ muft
be Mourned for, Reformed & Watched againft,
which difhonour & provoke the Sovereign GOL2
to Frown upon a People, and Remove them :
Wiat thefe are, it becomes all, both Rulers and
People, dxlngenﬂy to fearch out, and refolutely
deftroy. |
y APPLICATION

ARl that I will fay by way of Application
fhall be m Two Articles, (1.) A Call to Thanks-
groing.  (2.) A word of Advice to the Ruiers &
Feople of J\cw-ﬁngland.

I. We fce hence, what abundant reafon of
Thanifa/nefs We, and the Nations we derive
fictn, have unto (JOD His Favour to them,
andus, 1s verv great ;5 and fhould be acknow-
1red wih moft b xmble fincere, folemn & prac-
t1ical R tians o him.

(v.) Car Marons have abundant reafon to be
very Thi Bl to GO, aund iV in and with
them, for GOD: unceminon Favours to them; m

the
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the mentioned Inftances particularly. We feg
them, by a Series of Wonders, in Poflcflion
of the Proteflant Religion ; of a moft happy Ci-
vil Conftitution, formed with great Wifiom, to
the juft Liberties & beft Interefts of Scciety;
an happy Settlement of the 3ucceilion in the
Proteflant Line, and Illufirous Houfe of H a-
¥oVER : The Conftitution animated by a
K IN G renowned thro’ Europe, for his Wif-
dom, Jultice, Courage, Paternal Difp~fition to
his People, and all Royal Virtues & Qualities ;
very glorious in a Ciicle of his own illuftrious
Iflue; giving a long, delightful Profpelt t) the
Nations. This excellent K ING, hath been
remarkably continued to ps, by GOD’s wonder-
ful Care. May the fame Divine Care be exten-
ded to him & his,for a long courfe of Years! Once
more, We fee them flourifh under a juft liberty
of Confcience to Proteffant Diffenters. Thefe
among many others, are the weightieft niotives
of Praife to us as well as them.

(2.)We in New-England have abundant Reafon
of Praife. By atrain of uncommon Providen-
ces, We enjoy a pure Religion & Ordinances ; ma-
ny fignal Civil Privileges ; good Rulers, {eeking
our Welfare: Thefe, with innumerable other
Smiles of GOD, are very delightful Reafons «f
Praife ; and we fhall be inexculably U gratefu’,
if we don’t fuitably Praife GOD for them ; Prize
and Improve them te bis Glory. }

And here, As an Expiciiion of our Thankfuol-
nefs to 500, We tuke leave to Addrefs Your
HoNovur ur Commander in Chicf, in a
vay particular manaer 3 and the geit of our

~ Honourable
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Hornurable Fathers in the Government ; with
the publick ProfeTion of our dutiful & grateful
Seufe of the Wifdym, Care & Faithfulnefs of
your Admiunitratien. We Blefs GOD for that
%'racinus Prefence, that hath fo remarkably af-

ted & fucceeded your Endeavours for the Pub-
lick ; and do, & {Rall conftaatly Pray, That he
woull continue & enlarge it to you ; make you
more & moreBleidings ; & encreafe upoaUs, (your
Charge, )abundantly the Motives cf Joy & Praife.

2 I Conclude with a folemn word of Advice
to all whom my Difcourft efpecially Concerns ;
(1.) Tothofe congerned in the Chesces of tbis Day.
(2.) T thofc vefted with Publick Trufis, - of one
kind oranother. (3.) To the Peope.

1. To thole in whom the Eleizas of ibe Day
are vefted - The Difcourfe gives DireGion to your
Choice. K muft not be Prejudice, & Party, &
private corrupt AffeCtion, that detexmines you 3
but a fincere regard to the known worth & fitnels
of the Perfons Chofer, They muft be fuch as you
‘may reafnably hope, GOD will be prefent with,
and werk by. GOD and yonr Country have put
a pui z arest Truft upon you; expe your wife
and fa..nfol Management of it,and you muft give
an Account to GOD.

(2 )To you who are put intoPubl:ck Trufls. The
Exhortation from GOD (yourSupreme) is,Endea-
vour to be, & manzazc in your feveral Trufts, as
GOD would have, % dire@s by the fhining Pat-
tem now exhibited. The Charge committed to you,
1s verv werznty @ Every publick Care 1s fo; bat
of GOIYs peculiar People his Treafure, efpecially.
GOD expeQ@s 1t that as Fathers, you be ter< er of’

aelr
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their Religion, their Morals their Priviieges, theis
sniverfal Good. He demands 1t,as a leading Arti-
de, That the Rulers of Aew- Englend 1ake a fingus
lar, tender Care, of the Pure, Scniptural Religion
of New-England, that excelient, pure Deltimne,
Worfhip & Difcipline, which GOD hath planted
here, and which cdr Fathers porchafed ii.is Land
for ; (and by infanite Labors,Hazards & Expcnces
too; ) that they might enjoy it tuemfelves & tranf
niit, a¢ an invaluable Treafure o their Children.

" This will make you the delight of the prefent, &

-

the praife of futureGenerations ; and wiich is in-
finitely better, will fecure :he fmiles of GOD.
Again, That the Rulers, according 0 theirAdvan-
tages for it,fmile upon Learning & the Miaiftry :
Thefe are very vitally linked with Rchigion. Ke-
ligion will {oon decay without Learning ; & even

' dye without a learned & faithfil Minmiftry ; fo

that our 4!/l very much turns upon an effectual
wifz Care to fee th=n weil fupportcd.

GOD expe(ts that you lead his & yeur Pecple,
by a bright Example, in his ways. And particu-
larly, That you exemphify the beauty & advan-
tage of a wife Union among your {clves,upon the
beft Principles. That you exhibit with the bright-
eft Evidence, your generous,publick Spirit & Prin-
ciples. “That you unite with your {piritual Gudes
and godly People, 1.: m ft fervent Svpplica:ions,
That you —ay like M fe3 & Samues, ttand in che
Breacn ; & be Priaces with GYD. In a word, That
you become the happy Promo:ersof their leading
praceable & quietlives, imall godhinifs © i-n_ Py,

3. 1 Couclude, tothe Pesple. 10's of i:-fiute
Importance, that you come in with youw P st :

| Linat
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That your Tempers 5 Carrx:zges be agreable. The
ublick Good can’t be attained without you. The
WV ifdom & Care of Rulers will be in vain,without

vour compliance with their Endeavours.

Parucularly,

1. Ltray carﬂeﬂ{y for them.  Their Cares
are great, their Qualifications high ; the Conft-
quence of their Attions reacheth great Nambers,
and intheir very weighty Interefts ; thel Tem -
tations are very many. They entlrely depend on
GOD,{with the meaneft&w:akeft of mexrl’cople )
for all they want. Never forget them in Secret,
Prxvate or Publick. Befiege Heaven for them, by

efiectual, fervent Prayers cinftantly ; That they
may be Blefled,& made Bleiii:gs, very fignal ones:

That they may be aflifted, fucceeded,rewarded by

infinite Grace in Chrift, ]om with them 1n bo}o-
seon’s Prayer, 2 Ciron.1.1G, Give me now wifdom
€ Fn wlege 5 1hat 1 may Conerin, € go out, before

1his 1hy Pcople Jarrs. df a¥y m.in lack wif. lom,
let bmz ask of God. 1Ti0.2 3 Foz Kings € allin

Authcrity.

2, Carry 1t fmtab’y {o them. Love and
Reverence them as Fa:hers ; and 1¢tthem fee and
fec! that you dofo. Mazke the publick Cares eafy
and delightful to them, by an honourable ﬂup-
pert, a proper Submifiion to thelr jaft Aut ‘omy,
and a L‘*ear 1l Union with them,m wour Si.tions
for the Honour of GOD& the ubl ck Wlfare,

Thus,if Superiers & Subj. & Un.te it w:l! be
for our unfpeakablc Advau.a"e and 1t 5.14; 5, He
faid of us, asin Pfal 144.15 H" :ppy is the Deos
ju’c that is in fuch a cafe : yea, Hup,:y 15 that, Peos,
ple, whofe God is the Lord, :
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