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: nou ledd~/l tb, Pc"ple lik~ "Flo~k, "-' th: 
balJd 0/' hlofo s antll1aron. 

t 

" 

I V I L Government is the 
Life; vf Puhlick Society; & 

, Conftitution of G01!ernnH~·:-~t 
....",.~~ •. formed to the juft Liberties, 

and beft lnterefts of hllman 
• < ~, Nature, in Civillt Religious 

, ~~ Affairs; and animated by a 
- wife Be jufi: Adminiftration is 

the Strength of that Life: And the Agency of 
SIl\'ereign Divine Grace, in giving it to his Own 
People, fpr~ads an inc:lmparahle Glory upon the 
whole; and makes a moft powerful Motive of 

I folemn Praire. 
~!1~ latter p~rt of this Pf?!m "pens to '-~s, " .. :hh 

a '-:!Vlne llcqnence, the Glr-ry &. Maj·fiy of the 
(Jon of Ijrdel, in that Seri(snf 'Vonders :.1fr (U,'S 

R~dempti()n out of "'.gypI: Verfe 1 )th, Tbf'u bali 
fJJllb Ib .. n~ .Arm rf Itt»1.·J I~Y PlOp r. .••• : And con" 

· eludes with the Exccile:TY (If their Go,yenul1C;.:.r., 
2nd L.:aJcrs, 1 b~1j !eddtJi tbj PeolJ/e,&'c. In 
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In the \Vords obferve the following thingS; 
J. GOD lill.Jtll was Ifrd~rl Leader: Ih;. 

I~JJtll tv, Pc··;plt Their CivIl ConftiturioD (as 
\ve!l as Ecclffiafti\dl) WetS Extrarrdinarv : There 
\vas a mflre imrnt·~~lC: Intf»rpr.litipn·· of GOD 
bimfelf; ill their Laws k Admilliitration : there­
fore ufila 11y denominated a Thu)(rdj. GOD by 
Himfelf hroke the Iron Yoke; FlJrmed their Go­
vernment for them, Executed &= AdminiftIed it 
\v hen Foroled. . 

2. The .f!Il,IJII!f or the A~mjniR:ratjon: TbJ 
F~t1f!~, as II }'-'J,k. GOD the Sbepbtrd; lJrlltl 
hi~ FIt;eR: This ('~l'nt's an happv mixture or 
Tendt:rn~rs & Au~hori:y; P~wer ¥c Care; Pro­
teCli·lll &. Difcipline : Ach·d by the near eft Re­
latldl:s., ft:eci&l Pr0p~i(·~J, and dt'areft .Affection. 

3- T~'e il.'lIflritJul f"ll'-NIIhIIIII uied by Him; 
.It-J'f·s & JJ1TOO. Thd thtir Government was a 
Th,,'Y 1 d/Y: it did not rxdude Inftrutnents : But 
t"!le!~ the Iufirornrut:J tidl c:ml)loyed ill t'1is lingu- .," 
leAf Govt"rnment were agreable 10 it: 1:xtraordi­
Jury and very Excellent Ones: Extraordinarily 
C:i Heel, Furllifhed Afhfted 8c Supportt!d by GOD • 
.illofr s t{. .. ti.lTCll were the Two firft Inftruments 
nf·d l~y GOI> ~ the renowned Hr'~ds of the Two 
(hdefs, Civil & Rdigicus. GOD railed them, 
f11flllihe[1 thfTI1\ vet~ed them with Power; and 
by his fj)ccial, cnnftant Prlfenre with them, made 
t'l~·nl h")th,but illfe.r m·~re remarkably, the moft 
:fif!rl~J Bicilin?s to their People, and Examples to 
a'll f;1~tlrC 1\ ~lltrs. 

Hw" pF.pe.h~ fnever m~" Text would iead to 
it, H'= ~··}'t) ~;ecl·.11 'Bral1c~ (,f GOD~s Gover'ltlle,-it, 

• 
to (o~J;dcr iji·,uts ConG:ilutioll, and Rulers in 

Chcrch, 
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Church, as v,·ell as State, I pafs it ; Rnd fba11 be 
govern'd. by the oc~afi~n; and~ confine my. fdf 
to the CIvIl ConfbtutJon Be Rniers, as a frUIt of 
GOD·s merciful Goverr.ment,and give you a few 
tho·ts upon the Blelling of tbat, when wif~lr and 
juRIy managed. I will give you my Suhjtd in 
the following 

Doc T It I If E. 

IT is to 111 Nor;,'d f$ CIlthr1lfd, III 1111 higb 
favour of GOD 10 bis Pcc'Ple; Oibell Ht 
Itails tbelll blt.e a Fioei, by ,bt b4ntl o} ,~t)fet 
tllld Aaron; 01 U'ij"t f1 uood Civil Rlllers. 

; 
~ 

I Indeed the principal Rleffing of GOD, and a 
Peoplc'3 UloG vit21 k fuucl4m~lltal nat-inclion, 
Honour & Happinels cou/flts in their Excellent 
Conftituli"il ofChurc~ ·Gov~ nureut'JoIOled .cpon 

":..,'"} the r~vtakd Pia!~t the hlJly S,"rip l1r(s; and 
wife 8( faithilll GUIdes toadlnil1~ftcl it : Churches 
formed by C K It 1ST hirrhlf, wilh an exact 
8greablen~fs to his own mrJi WIlt! &. l")erftct 
R~lles~ filled with Ordinallcf£, 311d ;;!11It11lituted 
Officers.) and ,'ery pJrticuhtT ly a learoLr: anti 
faithful Mininifrry: There are a Perrl..'s GIOf}r 

and Sctf~ty, ( fJdl 147 20.) what they fhould 
ef,litciaU" v~llle'l be thallkfttl for, heconcern'd to 
{tcun· & imptui f. But the OccQfion leads me to 
the Civil ; ~nd (hat too is ,a very illuftri01.as f"'a­
v'Jur nf G:')}). I win give you my thot's up0n 
the llJ"'tpoItsnt rrhings contained in t,1is General 
fropu1i~.Ulll; und~r ~he ~o!lowing Heads. p . 

ROP, 
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PlOP. I. GOD is in an appropriate manner 
the 1,3dtr of a Profefi,ng Pel'ple. 

PROP. 11. He leads tbem like "Fioei. 
P1t~P. III. He l(,metirnes leads them by the 

HlOJ of ~Jojcs Be ~tlTOII; or of JV ife and 
Goo!! RlJleTl. 

Paop. 1 Y. Thi~ is ti1 be acknowledged 8: ce~ 
lebrated as an bigb FIlVOlir. 

PROP. I. G 015 iI, jn on ~rpropri4te 1III1n1ttr~ . 

tbe Leader of " ProJ,ffin, 1:'loplt. He was Ifr.t!s 
Leader; and he is tne leader of every profefiing 
feople. Every profefhng People is his p~uliar 
People ; :ln~ he leads tJem as ruch. Indead they 
are nct led by th-e fa me extraordinary, miracu­
lous, immediate hand of GOD, that /frlltl was in 
their Redemption from h.eJPt. ConduCl thm'the 
Wildernefs, and their bei ng put into ,Poffeffioll 
of CJllaan. This is Celebrated, Be Confined to 
to them: Deut.4. 32, ~3) 34 • .d.tk 1IOW oj ,b~ 
DclJS tbtlt art paft, jTom tbe Dill ,btll Gnd cTeated 
lJldll' upon tbe .;dTlb -. [lid tT)tT People btar God 
fpraklng out of tbe midfl of Fire? Or bllth G?d 
~JJly(d 10 like bill1 4 ntlli9n (Jilt of tbe 11J1dli oj. flll­
lion, by temptations, by figns, by wonJtrs, allti 
hy a ll11ghly bilnd,&.c. But vet in every other pro~ 
~elfing People, thtre's the falne Relation of G'_', 0 
to them,3S to lf1"4(/; the fanle Grounds 8c Princi .. 
pIes of Acting towards & f')f them: ·and they ex­
prefs themfdves in the fdme happy Fruits; tho" 
\vorking afrer adiverfe manrier, VIZ. By fecond. 
Caufes. Rut here I will giv'e you my tho'(s un­
der two Heads, diftinCtly. (It) GOD is the fu .. 
preme, abfolute Lord of all ,::reatures. ( i.) 10· - ... . .. .. -. ~ ---... .... .. - .... - - - - ~ ...... 

a ..... 
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8 peculiar manner, ne is the u4Jlr of a prorer. 
ifmg People. 

J. GOD is the fupreine, abfolute Lord vf 011 
C,.clllllrts. He is the univtrfal Firfl Callfe ; infi­
nitely Be abfolutely Perrea:; and therefore DlUft 
have an unlimited; unalienable, perpetual and 
uoiverfal Dominion over an Creatures; psrticu­
IJdy o,ger all his reafonahle Creatures; Perfonal-
1y, or Relatively: Singly, or in :Sc:cielY. ~\'o 
Authority can poflibly be, but from GOD. - .Jill 
POUltr is limitea by his moll: perfeCt \Vi]), oue]y 
notified. iYO Power can be sgainft hirD. There 
are all Truths moa evident to Reafoll; and tl:~j·r 
Contraries draw after them the maft abfurd Ccn~ 
fequences ; 11ay iat Contraditli0l1S. And the 
Scriptures cl~arly exhibit them as furh to us,Dan. 

j 4. 2-1- T,ll tbou kll.'1U1,jI tb.u th, nJoji b;,b '-II/uf;-
in tbt kingd". Df tIltn, Ill'ld givttb it to fJ:!JOI1/o­
ever 1)1 wzlI. Pf'll. J 45'. );. 1 by kir.Cdcm is an' 
everldfling kingdolJJ; and tby JQl1Iini~n I/'ro'oilloll 
generillions. I)ia!. 135'- ). I k,JOW, tbill the L{rd 
it grellt tl!~tJvt 411 gols; ubJtj-evtr tbe Lord p!(tl-
fed. IIJJt did be, in bfllVtl1, t-Irrb, J~·OJ, &c. The 
univerfal Inftuel1c~ ~ Agel~Cr of GOD, here ar­
firnled.. includes a .ll1qrc-Jl, as we 11 as a Na tural 
or Phyfical Power; Rigbt, as well as ~iT(Til,lb. 
Once more, That celebrated., but \~try IT!cch ,'exed 
and ab'lfed Text is vel-Y (,lear &. full Preof R(m. 
J 3. I. --- 1Jo p,It.;,:r but of Cnd: t be pewtl's t b •• 1 
be, are ordained oj God. 'Tis not p( Hible there 
ihouhl be any, hut wrat fio'J?s fron1 this cn ly 
Fouutain of Beinr, & Power: }.l1d it's equally lIn­
podihle for GOD to deny ~·i :t'lftlf, and gil'" ~l'y 
GrCklUJ:e a Power agai. ft hinlfdf. 

. B Eut 
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But I proceed, 
2. GOD i:; in a peculiar manner the ltlltltr 

of his Oain PtOp!". Here. I will mention to you, 
fome of t~e DijlinFlions &. Cb.lTa[/,rs of this p~ 
euliar Govern~nent. 

I. It's fOtlnded in fpecial Rel.1t;ont, and pecu­
liar lV;}rkl of GOD. IITtlel became his SuhjeCts, 
and he their Leader ; by new, near & endearing 
Rehti!>fls & peculiar difplays of his \\TifdGm,Po\v­
er.& fovereign Bounty. And t!1us it is in a D~gree 
with refpeC1: to every profeifing PeOl)le. 

They are formed, redeemed,feplrated to GOp, 
by ii")ecial difplays of Divine PerfeClions: New 
311() ve·cv l1ear Relatiolls between GOD & them 
arire fn,;n1 thefe iiJecial Operations. His Provi­
dence works very gloricufly 8c diftinguifhingly, 
111 fJ!'eparing them for the honourable & happy 
St.:~iio:·l : He fo becomes their Father; and they 
bi~ Children, in 2n uncommon manner. They 
his Servants, and he their Lord, by ~ new Be moft 
en:learing CIa; m: Deut. 3 '2. 6. Do Je IbllS r~t]lIite 
·Jllt f r;rd; 0 Joo.1ifh P(;;p!c t5' IInw'.le? Is he 1.01 
il~·f. Ih(r t 11(11 bill.', b.rugb.t :.~ee? Hdlb be not 
t]t.rJ" 11)ft, f.5 tjiii!!/~rb J lil«? My n-arrow hou!1ds 
\~;oll't allow me (0 g'J~\:t6'thl! delightful particu­
larrs. \ 

Bllt a~ai!l, His CO!lj"'fi'>~ntiotB are \Tery won­
derful, in ~!'i In-)lr fre·=- & '~racious binding hinl­
fdf ro the·n. hv \V· .. \r:l, O.tt!). mofl fig!;;ficant 
·Ct )Vel1.t:lt R1teS & Sl~:·t1~.., \\,h·ic;l r(,1~f3;n the moft 
precious G .IO:!, onck O\h r to th(-m upon the heft 
rre ms. ,t\ll·J r!l~"" ;'.J,-e l~elit.cra t!,~ b'llnd them· 
f ':-." tr':t coa;rtlv~ f.tithfnl C('mpliance with 
tlk[;; T,-,11115. lf~. 43. 2 .t~ T!w·is F(()pk haVf I 

JOTmed 
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/orlltd for Ill, Jr/f. Dent. 26. '7, IS. Thou barE 
tZV:JI~Cbld tbe Lord to be rby G:JJ, end b~ bulb 
.VNICbtd tbte to jl ')is Plliple. This Covenant 
is thr fpecial, formal ground & reaCon of the fpe­
cial Relation, and that peculiar Government here 
treated of. Alld this isdifcourfed of, Be defcribed 
under the Metaphor of the martial Authority and 
l\{arriage Union; \7hich is the clofeft of any we 
know of among Alen.. between Two PeriOns. 
Jer. ~.2. Go,alld cry in tbe tars of Jeruj"tlie1lJ,[")'lng, 
I re1lJember ,bte tbe iind.tfs oj ,by J91ltb ; tbt /9ve 
-J tbine EfpOI,ja/s. 

2: He leads fucb a People, by af ptcial Pro­
vidence, regulated by the Covellllnt between GOD 
and them : In that they Promife to him an uni­
verfal wining Obedience, according to his own 
revealed Will; and he binds himfelf, to beftow 
upon them, in that way, all the Bletlings of the 
Covenant. He makes' over himfelf, and all his 
Stores 8r Riches ~ and they are as fure of them. 
as if aCtually Poffeffed. 2 Cor. 6. !6, 18. I will 
df.l1tll in tbelll, and w.J/k in tbe1lJ~ and I rvill he 
tbeir God, and t"ty jhllll be Ill)' Peoplt : anti J will 
be a ftJlbtr 111110 YOll, and you fhllll b~ l1/y fORI l111d 

Jallgbtet'f, /.J;Ib the Lo,d. Bnt he threatens the 
contrary Evils, if they are falfe ro hinl. I)~lIt. 
2~. tbro'out. Now GOD's Provi~~enre, in a11 it's 
fmiles Be frowns, is rrgulated by this CO\Tcnant: 
He difpenfeth to them, agreabl)' to his Prnmifes 
and Threatllings ; with due R~fer\1t~s for the {x­
ercife of his Ijatience~ SovereigntlT &. Grafe; 
which RefeI\'eS are fully pro\'ided for in t}:~s C0-

B 2 ;. He 
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~. He feeds them by his IVurd and Ortl;" 
111!lrlS. It was I,Irdcts peculiar Privilege, as 
G'JD's People, That GOD commitkd his Or~ .. 
cles to them ; gave the~ his Statutes, Judgments 
and Ordinances, Pf.l. 147. 19, 20. Rom.~. 2. 
. And this Diftlntlion Be Privilege defcends to 
every profeifing People. The Word &. Ort!inan­
ces are the Inftruments efpccialJ.:/ wherejn, and 
whereby GOD exhibits the DireCl:ions,Authority, 
:a.leffings &. Advanta~es of that p~culiJr ReiatioD 
and Government, which he hath taken upon hi~- . 
felf, towards them. 

4. He leads them by tbe Hllnd of a Mediator.' 
The gre~t Mediator between GOD 8c Sinners, is 
the apPJinted, univerfal Lord over all things. I 
:r.fatth. ~8. 18. 11// power is givlD unto lilt, in 
bcav(n, f!J in tartb.. Aud it':s a moR joyful and 
endearing Character of thi~ univerfal Empire, 
that it's given, received &: exercifed in ifs whole. 
vaft Extent \vith a fpecial E)1e to his Peoples 
univerfal, &. beft Good, Eph.1.22. Pllt flIt Ihing$ 
und(:r him ; ani. given bim, to be btad, Q!'t, all 
·tbingl to tb: CburL'!]. 

But that which I am efi)ecially concerned here, 
to obferve to you is this, viz. That the Redeemer 
is in a m.on; glorious ~ delightful nlaoner his Fa­
ther's King in &. over his Church, Pfal. 2. 6. Itt 
havl I jet my king upon my bol)' 1i.'loJ zion. .All 
G~verrlTnel1t ill & over the Church, whettler 
IJrovidential. formaJI)1 &: properly Erdt..1"iafiical 
or ~p~ri!ual, is Chrijl't Government: The Church 
is 115 Seed, Family, Sponfe, nay Body: .A.nd 
their whole Din.C1i: n &: Difi)· fe belongs to him. 
H\! is H1Jit authentickly, ,'ff~clively &. f~-

lemlJy 
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lemnly vefted in it; pral. 2. 7. Thall art fIlY [011, 
tbis Vay bftJt I btgolltn tbt(. GOD is in the 
midft of his ChYrch, and his Reft there will be 
l'!ternal & glorious: But hl~ exercifeth this Sove­
reignty by that moB: excellent &; lovely l)de­
gate his own on~y Son, his o,vn r~age &; Hright­
nefs, ( and by hiS own free CGnfent ) our Surety. 
This mort ~vonderful & glorious Perron, afiu'j,ed 
our Nature; and in this NatuliL~ Tra\~elled ~ Dy­
ed in our ftead, and for our higheft Good: And 
in this liature, with all it's effential AfcClinns,he 
Reigns in ~ over his ~hur~h. He" or the Father 
by him, manageth the Kingdom of Providence 
find Grace to them. And hoW' nlany delightful 
~hings doth this Contemplation fuggdr t~ us: 
Molt certainly, This Adminiftrator makes it 
fl peculiar Government,ftpd exhibits it ruch. GOD 
hath peculiar Pefigns with regard to them : A 

'. peculiar Treafu{e in them. He hath put them 
into the wife{t &: kindeft hand1tn iJrotett, Order, 
i;lnd to make them ~appy; maft fafel y to feeure 
his Treafure, and exactly 8c fully reach his d~ 
figns • 
. Thus I have given YOll fome Tho'ts Oll the 
firfl Pr.opojition, and proceed to the Second. 

PROP. II. GOD leads his People like a Flock. 
This Prol)C'fition is but ~ farther Pror~cution of 
the foregoing; a going into a particu1Jf difi11ar 
of the excelle111: Characters & Gl{)ries ()f God's ap­
pro11riatt! Government. Here I !hall not oblige 
my fdf to the ~Ietaphor, with any criticJl ;'olli-
~itnde ; (ll!ly keep the general Idea, conveyed by 
It in fight, as I pars ulong. 

This . 
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This of a S?cp':Jer.l, is an Allufion which ana­
rnt Writers, Sacred & Common, have very much 
delighted In : TIley have ret it 'in the mofl: 
beautiful & advanrageous Lj~hts, to reprefent a 
well-regulated, wife & happy Government by; 
and to gi,"e thebeft InftruCtions to the Condutt of 
Rulers. 'Tis a very lively &. naturalf.mblem; 8!ld 

we find the fu}neme Ruler himfelf ufing it, to 
give us the juft &: honourable Ideas of his own 
G()Verllment. 

In general, I have alteady obferved to you~ 
That theMetaphor of a S?fpbtrd carrys an happy 
mixture ofTendernefs 8c Authority,Power & Care, 
Protection Be Difcipline. 

GOD s fpecial Government includes all there, 
we are fure it mull:. \V"e fee all thefe things in 
the brigiteft light, . when we confider & contem­
plate it, in what we have already heard of it un­
der the Firft Propojlti[lR,. vi z. It's ipfcial Founda.., 
tions; f: blime Rules; peculiar Providt>nces ; and 
moft glori0us Adminiftrator: \Vhtrc thefe rru"et, 
there mllft be Trndernefs & Authority, Power 8c 
Care, Protection 8c. Dilcipline, moft PerfeCt and 
Divine: There muft be all the Qualities 8c Af­
fections of a SbcplJtrd exerc.ifed in Perfection, in 
all the proper Bufinefs, Offices 8c Work of a Sbtp­
ber:/ . 

.And if we add to this, An Enqniry j'lto Faa; 
tl5; t11)0I1 infallihle Scripture Record, WP. fhall find . 
GOD exercifing this Tenderutfs & Authority all 
along, in his Dealings with his People • 
• Here it Inay be proper to go a little into l>ar- , 

tlculars. . 
J. GOD 
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J. GOD DireEis Be Prtjcribts to hisrPeople, 
in a very pecIIliar manner. He fhines to his own 
People, in the ftrongeO: Light, as abfuhtel y S(r 
vereign, aud infinitely 'Vife & Good; in the Per­
feCtion of his Laws, which in the heft lnSllner 
poUible:: anfYler the great End of his Glory, and 
his People's Happioefs. A'licah 6.8. He brllbjherxtd 
,hee, 0 jUan, what is good, &c. PCal. 19. i I. 

1lt0rt'ovtr by Ibem is tbyftrVdOt warned; dod in 
keeping of thcm tbere.1S gretZt Rewurd. 

2 He C(rre[/s & Reflores them, \Vht:ll t3f'" do 
amifs & wanJer. The Tendernefs &: '\~if!OI;l of 
his Love won't [uffer him to let their Sins pars, 
without proper Frowns; but then they direct the 
COflec.tions to the fi,teft Seafons; heft I11Jll11er Be 
meaftlre. He adj:.fts aU their Troublts in the 
beft manner, to their being humbled, [-urged, 
made wifer & better; and to their beiijg rdlored 
to their former ~tation with alh'antage,. He Acts 
towalds them, with the Tempt-r &: liiicuiiel1s of a 
Sbtpl:erl ; and his W.trS areAnalog~us tn tht5b~p. 
berd's wiftft&killdeftActicl1S to\\~ards this btlo\'ed 
Charge. GUD don't grieve &. wound willil:g l}r. 
and with Pleafure ; but f..-)r necefiary great & goftd 
Purpofes, which they themfe~ves will be T:1Jnk· 
fuI for, when GOD's Difj)enf;.t !!ons are Pl){'ned 
fully to them. Read, Dtut. S. 2. ~tjr.d ;r.-·:I /i,lit 
,,(member all tbe v.:ay fJ)~'1 .. b tb:: L~/"J tlJ :..; d bJlb 
led tbee, ,'1 prove thee, &c. 

3. GOD bears cvirb tbem,with ajov"rtig,'i, h~t 
«ije .Po/if'lIce. He don't immcdiatdy ftrike lll"'lon 
eVt·ry (liE-nec. involuntar)T Oft(:,!H'(~J ~lr!fin~ 
from I· firmity, are (,prered with tht~ Ten~1~-rntrS 
~f a Pareu. GOD fl?e~ksJ con,riuces) warns, 
. .. -- ufcth 
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ufeth the molt rational,gentIe Applications\when 
tht.fe prevail, to bring back his People to them­
felves & Duty: He rel)ents,k forbears the threat­
ned & impending Evil. However,. He glorifys 
his Patience, and proclaims his Name, Long-

JliJf-'ring, before he proceeds to his heavier 
firokes : Efpecially, before he puts the laft 
hand of Vengeance to his ftrange Work. They 
~re great SillS, ~nd obftinately continued in, that 
draw down Vengeance. The Publick is coft­
cerned by a p!.1blick & h~avy Guilt, where the 
Punifhment is puhliek & heavy. Rom..] 9. 21. 
13111 10 lfrl1rl be Juitb, All the day long havt I 
Jlrcr"bfd 01lt my band unlo a difobedient er gaill­
fUJing People. Hof. I I. S. -.- How j!JalJ 1 give 
,hle lip, &c. Jer. 7. I 3. IfptlN.e unto thee, rifing 
cur!JJ. . 

4. He P,·oulls fl':)1» Evils &. Enemies; with In-
£llite COl1cerl~s, Vtt atchfull1efs, Po\\'er &: Good· 
11:'"[.:. GOL's PeolJe are extremely hated. In pre-
11,iftiot1 to the purity of their Princil)les,and ex· 
(:tllem y of t htir 11annel's, is the united Rage of 

• Ear!~: & Btll fet. upon it, tv do all they ran to 
\1 ex & Dcrrrr'1" tJleln. And if the utDlflft ftretch 
of their \\'its-& Powers, in the deepen Plots, and 
firon&dl COJl1hilj3tions r~n undo them)!hey {hall 
be undnne. Tl~aes the Crr cf the ChurcJle!J Ene­
milS. Pfl', f3 thr(/ou'~ 11articularly, 1·"',r. 4, 7, 8. 
='- Cl l!'1C [S ;·.f ~j [Ill tbun (.0: ' I 

But th .. (;ir Ddigl1s & Attt'nlpts are entirt.l)~ un .. 
oer (he Go\'<.rnt:lent of Ijrt1tts l'htpbc,.d; ihlill 
accoDipI:ih hi.· Defi~ns. anfi go no far:~er. • He 
can by no m('~r;s It'~\?e the l(lo\1ed cf hi~ Soul, to 
the blind R~ge cJ thejr iln}?lacable Il1t:n~ies. - '- . -- - ~ - '. . ~ 1-1 e 
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He reftrains and bounds the Enemies Rage,. and 
(ecures His own; and fo far, tliey are intirdy 
fafe: No evil can p01Iibly come ,without his 
Knowledge; none pnfhbly agaitJl his ""'ill. Con­
fider the fo11owing Texts, PfJI 2.1,2,3,4. lI"b) do 
,be Heatben rage ,tbe People imogine ~ vdin tbi';g ;. 
pral, 76. 10~ ~'urtly tbe wrotb of lIIan _O)(JII pTilife 
,bee, Sec. Ifai. 27 2, 3. - .A riTJeJfird of red 
Wine. llbe Lord do .~t{1 it, &c. 

5. GOD as their fpedal Governour P'tflT'I,'e~ 
and Fetds them. GOD Prefer\Tes and Continues 
his ,Profeffing People, his Church, in that difliu­
guifu'd excellent State of Being He gave them, 
when he made them his People. ,He nlJintains 
that Life, and fupplies them with all that Goody 
which thatLife demands. The Purchafe ofChrift, 
and the ProDlife of GOO, determines \\'hat t}:'at 
Gooa i5, :. P.nd their mdl faithful ~hephe.rd fliP" 
plys &. dllpenfeth to them, agreably to th&t liur ... 
chafe & Promife. And this comprehtl)ds all the 
Good that Socie6es are capable of; ~p~ritual &. 
Outward, Cil,- il &. Relighns. Read, Ij:1!. 'l;d. 
and ypu 1 f(;e the pr01)(>r Cffice of a 5brpbo"d ; allcl 
the Paternal \VifJom & Authority-, with which 
GOD exhibits; and in the prefent Inftance par .. 
tiCDhrly. 

But 1 come to the Third Proprfilion. 

PI~:)P. Ill~ GOD fi)metimes leads his People; 
b)T the hand of 1110fts & Ad1:on ; or of ~rif( and 
GlJO,/ CivIL RU/frl. This Heacl is Olle ver\T wfi gh­
ty Arti Ie, wherein, buth the tender Care &. fo'l'e. 
reign Power of Ifrael s good Shtphcrdt!ifco\'er 

t11 eln~~lves. 
. C Here . . 
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Here I win obferve the following Order; (I.) 
Offer rome genelal Explanillion or rill/trillIon_ 
(2.) An Hint in Proa} very brit'Hy. (~.) COIl~ 
elude it with the Cb,,.allt,. of a good Ruler. 

I I win offer fome general &iI Itl nil t irJll. 
Whenfoever a People enj',y an excellent Form of 
Government Be good Rulers, it's GOD's Gift. 
His Power 8c Favour are very remarkable in it. 
The Agency of the Sovereign GOD in this .At­
fa'ir, may he diftinguifhed into Ext,aoTdinary and 
Ordi1lary.GOD gives as really &. truly, when aPeo­
pIe are in Poifellion of thefe Blelltl1gs,in the O,di. 
n tiT} Methods ofProvidence,as in tbeb'xtrilordillllry. 

When the U nderftandings of a People are 
enlightned and direCted to Contrive furh a 
Scheme of Government, as beft anfwers all the 
great Ends of Society 5t:Gotrernment : And with-
31 th~te)s inch a Concurrel1ce of Circnmftallces 

. and Inchnltions, as to bring it in, Be eftablifh it ; 
GO D is as truely the Author of that Scheme &: 
F vrrn, as if declared by a vf)ice from Heaven 
and received & eltab1illied by the meft miracu= 
10us Operations &. Appearances . 

. AgaIn, \Vhen in the Ordinary ways ofEduca .. 
ti:~n, Experience, (5". ~/1en are qualified for, 
fpirited to, anJ introduced into the proper Stati .. 
ens Be. Opportunities to employ them for the pub­
liCK t;ii:Jd ; .it is as really GOD's Work as if they 
were Infi.,irerl, and called out extraordinarily, by 
N ''ll~, to the }lnnourable Bl11illefs. 

Once more, \Vhen the De:6gns of 1l)htle &: 
P u/I">rftll T\'rants againft a Peeple's jdl Liber­
ties are rla!llt'(J~ alJd tl1eir \'aluablf· Jtjgh'~s are 
pi'cfrvt:J or Idion~d, it s GOD's Slul'iou~ \\r or k 

alld 
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and precious Gifts when done bl Ordinary, as 
well as Extraordinary Methods. 

In there mentioned Inftances, there's GOD's 
Ramp : ther are eftab1iJhed by his Approbation 
and Authonty,as'well as bro'tto paiS by his Pro­
vidence; Dot only the Agency of the firft uni­
verfal Caufe, but the Authority of the fupremc 
Lord "Lawgiverc The renowned David is an 
Inftance of both the Ord.illary It E1.1raordinaI1 
mannel' of Introdutlion. GO I) fumifhed and 
fiJirited him to Government, by Extraordinary Be: 
Immediate Imprellions; but withal he formed 
him to it, by bringing him into the King's Ser­
vice; and accuftomiog him to. War. Be publick 
BufinefS. GOp appointed him King by an ;111-
tIJ,di.,1 Defignation ; but yet the- Tribes Chofe 
him. This IS the urel1ent Man of whom GOLl 
fays, Pfal. 78. 71 , 72. He cbnft DaVId, kc. HI 
/J,.o'l Jacob to fltd b!s ptuplt. 

2. I come in a word to the Proof. You obferve 
I exprefs my felf in a reftrained manner; VIZ. 

GOD fomttim~s ltads .. &c. ",\nd I fpeak ill this 
manner,becaufe there's the exercife of Sovereign­
ty in this, as in all o:her temporal Be outward 
Bleffings. But thn' I thus Guard; .yet I fuppofe 
upon the ftriC.l:eft fearcb &: the beft Judgment, it 
win be found, that generally, and for the md} 
part, thefe Bleffing' are given, when a People in 
Covenant, are Upright Be Faithful in ire \Vere 
it at an neeJfill here, I could. frr Proof draw to" 
gether very many Inftances, from the· muft un­
qllefiionable Rtcords, Sacre( 8{ f:omm0n. fiar­
ticuladv, It would he eafy to fi~l up th: Pro:f 
from the holy SCli pturt s; and 111eution to y ( II 

C 2 fllf;J t s, 
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l\11,~j'~ }t:lf,l"J4~ S111l1ltl., D,zvid, JJf., Jtl:D.J'h4pb3t~ 
Ht:;~l~.;ii~~ '3l. l'-J.~":·"; all jlluftrious Inftruments in 
GOD~s h~nJt of very peculiar Blenlngs. B~ 
t~cre be!ng rn n~etlity at all to Labour this 
Point, 1 C·1T',J:! to the Tbird, wh~ch my SubjeCt 
~rpecially [t·quires. 

~. I cvme now t(, the Cb.JrtlEltr of the Go-:-d 
R; Ott'. }.'l\r Tf'xt oifers a very juft& liveiy Pat­
t~'i n in lllAf,. ~ • '\' c1 then ellquire into his Cha­
racter ; Clad by th It, .Anfiver the Demands of this 
Heal': AnJ ~pii~1 :fearch \ve find .J.lI:f~f illuftri­
oaS flr the foHowiilg excellent Things, t.~i=. (I.) 
l-lis .ft1'£.'erning lVi/do,. Be Skill. (2) His ~"Ittk­
tt.tfs &: .PJlit;ut'. (3) His JlI.ftic,. (4-) HiS 
Pubi;?): j)'lirit &; PIlI,rNIlI TtllJcTnifs• (5) S I.1J, 
.il:Jlb:)1'ily-c &: C~i/.r3lt. t6.} GOD's l.~'lt, in 
an hi~h 8c glorious Degree. (7.) G~£4t In:~I'(,tl 
in GOD's "Fllv:ar, and POf&tT wi,h GOD lr] 
Pr 11·~r -

i. T!le Rult!' ~ufi: like JJlofts, be fM'lIijht4 
')I.·itb IVf/J .. UlI ti l~l.if i:' GovernJl1t'nt. E\?ery Bu-

'llf r.. '" ~ ,4) f1' .) O. ]·fi · c-. f jl~-l:'IS r{!~:t:·~ 1 "S e!ientla "UQ 1 catJO!~s)lor the e -
fc(tu..-! :~:.:: ruffi~ient mal!a~ement of" it. GoverJl-

" . 

ing 'Vif':\:)ln & Prudence is ruch, to the Cl)ndu~ 
of Pilbllt~ Affdirs. This \\~ifdom takes ill a great 
Vari«y of Things; anJ I don't pretend hete to a 
IJerfect ',(';ount of th'...m I win 0':})1 hiI;lt in a 
w:)fJ, T;~,ar this Vertue is <Jt)al~fii!d for, conduc­
ted &. :~ctllJt .. d ;n Go\"crnmeut, by an extended 
h:i·.)wl; g' of Aten & T~in~s:, and p::rtintlall}T, 
t~1t' '\I~~!'J'!!s of GO\yerll'11ellt: And nliS!!1t I at 
211 go lnt,) part;clllars~ I w:luld n1ention ~he Ad .. 
'7:tnt.lg~ oft:~e ~iii:intt Knl~\.dege of the Pt'nple :0 
be Go\"er.j~'J) in th.eir Hill, f:/: t!~CH Cvnfii[ution 

~ll 
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in Chnrch Sc State, their Laws, Cuftoms, Difpoft­
bons, Manners 3c Circumftances. And to add no 
more, There muft be: ~ Dexterity in the A ppli­
arion of thie; lCnowledge to it's End. If you f:n­
quire, Youl find this one Remarkable in AloJts's 
Charauer: There's no queftion-to be made of it~ 
b!lt he h!ld large ~f'8furcs of Prudence, by fperia! 
Im~reUions from above. But befides this, \VC 

find him tnined to GJve!Dment, by his Adcpri-
011 & E;lucatioo, by PNreJDD's Daughter i and his 
intim3te Acquaintance with the £opt;411 Learn­
ing. Read, hod. ~. JI~ 12. bd b~f.lid, ub. 
dl8 I. ~- A.d be {.lid, en-flJilll)' .. I u;ill be trilb 
JO.. Exod. 4- 10, II, 12. Alld AJtjtljiZiJ, 14. 
IIIJ1 ElGlJIl.~llt. ~lld tbt Lor 1 filid, n'b9 b.zlb =-Iltle 
.a's lIliJillb; 1I!1f1i tl~'tfire go, 11114 1 trill IJe u;ilh 
,b.y lIfo.,b. Ona; more, A~ 17. ~ I, ~2. FlNI­
r .Jcb's D411lbter t ;01 bi __ .p, 4nd nOIl,i./htd hi. 
lor be, own J.:n, IInJ Alcjts mils IlllTnttl, in .0 
lbe Ilu-nillt rf ,be EgJplil6ns. 

2. He mull like lJJofes, be rem a rkab!e, for 
/t..IrllRtfs & P;i:;encl. Meel;nefs & Patience are 
Quali~citioDs e1fential to a wife & happy Admi .. 
niftration. A:mal1g the be~ People, there's al· 
ways enough to exercifc: there, in the Ruler. 

But there are high Degrees, and!l conftlut Ex­
~qf~, necdTary in the Go,~emmf'nt offc;me Peo­
ple,and in f~me Seaf.)l1s Be. Circun~frlnc!'s. ,,4,'ojes 
was hr\>'t tothe G01ternm!"nr of an head-frrcng 
PCf'ple ; very fordid &: lintau~ht in f,\fl1e regards: 
J\ccufiflme:l to t~e Di{{-jpline of S . .zvts; wha 
wh '0 "r'l~t into the Condit1C'll ('f :I f~·te i)cnple, 
hu:Hy knew how to nre their Fr!:'cdonl ~'/:h mo­
c_:raticD) and to bea~ the ~ecd13ry Rdlra:n 'S~ 
. - -- 'fIle 
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The wife Conduct of fi.lcft a People required an 
uncommon M ... ~~knefs 8[ Patience. Again, J.lIOjt~ 
was to lead the~ thro' \\t ants & Difficulties, and 
innumerable Hazards. Thefe to the low k ani­
mal. but efpecially, the corrupt lllclinatioQI, are 
ftrong temptations to Difconteots, Murmurings, 
Rebellions agaifJft Rulers \ and muil require 8Q 

invincible Patience, and fteady Calm in Rulers. 
to Mafter them, and to prevent the i~nite Mif· 
chiefs that arire f{'om t~em. -

GOD Dlade and rent them, a M.ofl', the moll 
figllalftroke, and fpecial Glory of whofc.Cba­
falter, \-vas his Alttlcllt/t Be Patitn{t: Nom tbl 
IIJIlII MifeJ was VtTll1lttk, IIbovl all ,be -.. tb-. 
fOlrt llp01/ tbe j6,·e of tbl eartb. . 

~. Like Mtifrs, !te muft be VI'} laft. Juftice 
is certainly elfential to the grantl B~1is of Go­
vernment; one of the grand Pillars upon whic h 
it refts ; without which, Power degenerates into 
Tyranny and Self':Intereft. Prove 14. 34. Rilbtt. 
ollfnifs, very particularly in it's Rulers, I)(allilb 

tl J\'4Iion. Prove 16. 4. Tht lOr(}nl is tfltlbli/htd 
iJy Rigbtcolifnifs. It's given us therefore 8mQDg 

the nloft vital Parts of a Ruler"s Duty, 2 Sam. 
3 '23· The Rock of lfrael/paRe 10.,; tbl 
God of Iffa;>'/iJid, 111 that RlIltlb over me1/ TlJuft 
be fllff. This Vertue enobled Be exal ted hy Grace, 
{hone verv brig~t among ~f'1(S's Excellencies; 
and we find it very folemnly recommended in 
J"bro's Advice, Exod. J 8. 14, --- 21. lUoreovtr, 
11101l/iJ.1/t provIde A1tn (f Trutb. 

4 L 1ke .At'if'S, of a jJuvltCN. Spirit & Paternal 
Tf ndrrn:.!I The due & happy Exe(cife of the 
Fubhdt Tlufi: rtq ji!c~ an uncommon Genelouty 

alld 
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aod Largenefs of Soul. Nothil!g fo proller, fo 
lovely, fo God like. 'Tis the Exredatioll both 
of GOD and Alan, that Rulers be t'alhers and 
BenefaB-ors to their People: put on the Tender­
neG of Fathers; and exprefs it, in their being go­
verned by the Publick Good, in their whole Ad. 
rninittration ; and in thdr exq lifite f\!nfe of the 
Publick Ilf.{l)Cri~y Be Adv(r1ity, J\ Plivat~, 
narrow, fdfilh spuit in a Puhlick Perfo~}, is nlvfi: 
loathfome tu GOD &: :wtan; brings InfalTI}', and 
a Curft-upon the Guilty, and innumerable Op .. 
preJ.itons & Mifchi~fs upon ~he People,_ GOD 
{hews us the Good Rul.'-:r- ,~' I '. .", " . -. l' ··1 

.. 4t:. "' -.:..: ~)~':":~ l&~ aA \.4 

light, in thofe Two re' -. ~ '- . ~~ ratriots bllft sand 
l\eb~lIItdb; the 0" - .Jracl's P(llIndn' the other' 
bis Re/Iore,. "'.Jt"'; .. ~ S J.t:hucrnds to the Pub­
lick was truly great; and his St0ry fully makeg 
out that (;harader, Neh.~. I e . .Ii man 10 Jeek 
tbe welfare of Ibe Children of lj1oael. But ],1 oft s 
WttS Extraordinary Fe Amazing: l-Ie entirtly for .. 
gets himfelt Be all his own Interefts f'r them, 
their Sa~ety 8( Good. Read, E:xo13 '2. 32. If n;}t, 

I pray tbtt blot me Ollt (J rby flo.-k. And, Numb. 
14.12, Ij, 14, 15· . 

s. Like Moits, offt~ady .AI/thor;l] & Courag!. 
Authority in a Ruler's J'l:anagr'meni; I lLean a dHe 
exerting the coercive Power ludged with hinl for 
the PubEck Safet~r &: Hf)nOUf, is always neceffary 
iu 'C-'Ine D\.°gree, kt the Tilnfs he never fo Calnl. 
R~Jo;ution 8( Co .. " !J are the Guardians of this 
Authurity and it's Life & Spirit; and a degrfCl 
of th~f\ is "lwaYs tequiiite therefore in the fmoo­
tht'ft ft[ If'le. But at {{}me times, and ill fame (-:ir .. 
cunlftances, \vhich their People may be thrown 

• 
II1tO. 
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into)th~y. become peculiarly Neceffary; apd they 
muft eXt'rt themft:lves with Vigour. '\Tit~out 
VClY refolute Counfels Be rouragious Execlltions 
of them, all would be loft in fame T untlllres. An . .. 
happy Union, ~nd prltdent Exercif\! of there, are 
then a People's very Life. ". 

Let us enquire, and we than find ltfof~1 the 
~\'teek &: Teuder Father of his People; to whom 
his People was. dearer than himfelf ; yet when 
the Hononr of GOD, and the Puhlic.:k Good re­
quired it, we then find him a Man of Majdly, 
arlned \ .. ,ith l'trrors. 

Government can't be infulted, Be fo weakned, 
without inexpreffible Damage Be Hazards to the 
Pe('ple; (the"great ElldofGovernmen~.) -'Tis for 
t he People's .fake, not their own,that Rulers muft 
exhibit tl::s Coerci\·e Power, and ore ti1e Sword 
of the Revepger; and not willingly fuffer the 
La w ltfs at home, or Enemies ahroad, to defpife 
and trample on them. Look upon lUofes in that 
lnuft feEfo[able & holy Tranfport, Exod. 32• 26 • 
.Jind 1110fc S laid, IVbo is on tbe Lord1

, /ide, n.'bo? 
An(~, ExoJ. 17. 9. And AluJes laid 10 fojhlla, and 
go figbt 'U.~itb ,Jlmtl/(I,-k. 

o. Ifs v'ery defirahle, thatlike M(lfes, they 
have GOD's Image, and ill it's moil hig~& emi: 
llent Degrees to San{"!y them. This wnl Exalt 
an their Faculties & Qualifications for Govern-
111Cllt. This excellent Image crowns all other 
Q1alificatiols ; infnfeth an holy Be excellent 
}.'crn1cl1t i11to all that direCts Be ftimulates tllem 
to their great Llld . ... ~ 

AI )e s was a renowned Ivlan of GOD, for his 
\111COD1111011 mC2filIc~ o~ ~ru: f~naifyil1g Grac.e; 

J\nu 
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And Rulers inould fo Excel, as to b(. Examples to 
aU about them, of every gracious Di1i)ofttioll ~il~d 
Action to GOD & h.tall. Yon fte 1H:;jes's true 
'I emper Be Spirit, in his deep Concern lor GOD s 
Honour; the fureil Sign of Grace that ('<dO be.. 
Numb. 1+ 13, 1+ A.Rl ldoJr.! fJiJ, Tbe l!'tJl,i-
dDt will brllr it • 

7. Like him, ~len of P'llJr , 2< PcmtT \vita 
GOD. .Mofis. was/fl, very glorioufly; aud fa 
fhould all Rulers .. Jer. 15. I. Tho' .11JJts tlli.L 

Samilcl Hood btfOTe me. l~umb. 21. 7. LiNd 1110'" 

Its Prllyed (or ,be Pt'tple. T~us they nlay ~o 
more for the Publick Good, than by all lht~r 
'Vifdom,Authority,Coarage, nay,thall by the U11i­

tedStrength 8c Riches of theirwholt:Goven!h1cl;t. 
'rhos I have fi(j1hed the t.bIlTtl{fcT; the tbi! g 

princil>al1y in my Deugn, and ,,,ill go" n:Olt: 

bli:flv thro' what remaills. 
PROP. IV It is to be Notic'd &. Celebrate 1 

as an blgl) Favour of GOD to his Pcoplt, wh!.ll 

he l~ads tbem like (J F!t;c,/;:.. by the h~nd of\\'i1 e 
andGoou Rulers GOD~s t&tking upon l-imftlf 
the Relation of ttcir uaJrr, in fa fo(n:!iar a 
manner as you J:.1\'e heard ; and li1s. tIrrcifil:g 
that GO\7CrnIr.ent as a 5::;J bird, C(!Irys mdl =i:':­
mirable Gran~ ill every i\:!icle of it,.:.:s luighr l::>! 
filOWIl, woulJ my BO:liids aHew it : Elti r::.11i~l~ 
the Reft, I fh:tll co;jider the ptrulidf l-"~"Gar of 
His GO\'ernment, which ~rl)(~rs in (:ICCrult 

Civil Privileg~s& Itlll~·rs ; ~11(1 t!~!S Ull!~'-r .J \\-t) 

Hea~ls. (I.) Thde Privileges &. GoVeJlUnel~! ~l c 
a moR: Jrte & gre:lt F.zl};.'Jlr; t:\"Ul to ,i".t, lit jl 
People. (2) It is to be A'o/ictJ & CclLll'lll;J. 
ES fuch by them. 

D 1. It 
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t. It is a (Tie 8c grt4t FIIVIJI6 of GOD, even 
to the beft People, ~o gi~e them furb Ptivi/tgts 
and R"lers. I mull tay a u·ord or two to the 
Gr~·,;t":fs, an=! then til the Divine FTtedolll and 
S~v::Ttil'ItJ in them. . 

(I.) C,vil Privillltl., and alnDd GIl.ttrnStllt, 
are very gTlrll Ren~fi~s to a Peol~le. There very 
nelr~r &: vitally affect all the .Particulars of a 
Pe~I'h:"s \\"'clf;1re. It might be Inftanced at large, 
\\fete it proper here; in th~ir Religion &: ~lorals ; 
an-=! in tlieir external Ol-der, Peac~, uni,'erfal 
Pcofp;:rity. The happy Fruits are Good uml ; 
p:udellt. !leady, tender, but ret ,t/ailllt Exl­
CMI:on of t!tem : u.TlIing & JJT!S fi~urilli: In­
dllRry is encouraged': Ti'.1df"., H,ubt1lldrJ, Mil­
"!lJ4~/lIr~r encreaft:: The Publil~k P'lIdtlllials tt 
l:x;I"n,,'.:tl faithfullY' k wifely Condolled. All 
t~efe have a moil direCt 8( nallllTJiiniluence upon 
t'.tir H l;)'lUr Be ~afety. And to conclude, :Sl:ch 
R.alers Jo ahuadanct! to enga6e the Divine 130}1 
gr lcili.lf Priftn. t with illch a People. Indeed 
t!I.·if Pca1enci: & H.Jinefs, anti fer\~ent Suppiica­
tiil:1S \v m't <.10 ibn~, \vithnut agreable Difpofiti' 
ons &: Dep lrtmeut in the P~ople; but they do a 
great dt:al Wilh GOD.to keep offJujgments. and 
to procure Puhlick Bleflings. They ha\Te great 
Pllwer with GOD by Ihclr Pr3Jers, to open his 
Infi!l~l~ ~(ores. D.::ut. 9. t 8, 19. LeI 1I1~' alone, 
,11;11 1 111 Iy dtii'i'Y Ib~ III :-- B:lt I bc L,r 1 ht4rlintd 
tD lilt dt Ib:1t lilll:- 4!f:J. T;ley d·") ahundance by 
1; I!,., t...·\·4'n.TJ :es. alll }l.-.werful llijt~tnC8s, in their 
eminent S~ati'lns. to prepar\.· the Pc:ople f(lr 3 
C(lvrn ;01- ;:11] ."11lt~t of taerl.! Ble.Lngs; as the 
Hiilory of tile l-e!onniogK'llgs of Ifll.'} atIur~ us. 

. (2.}Th .. Y 
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(2!) They aremoft Free & $Jvtr~igll Benefits, 
even to the lIeft 'Sc p"re/L People. No Peoille can 
have any Claim to thefe Bent fits, but by GO D's 
moR: r~vereign Promifi~.. I Sam. I 2. ~ 1. For rb.: 
Lord flJl11 afJt for/aJ:.e h,s People, for bi~ lrtlll 
NIl.'~ Idle; "~'~lIfe it bll:b pl~''1ftd tbe LIJrJ 10 
•• Ie )011 his feop/~. "rid a People's Claim by a 
fmcere Performance of the Covenant-T ernlS, is 
the glorious w~r~ of fovereign, irrefiftible Grace. 
Jer. ~ I. ~. 1t4, I bllve lfivtd tbee, with an tVt,· 
IIlJling L:lve : Tbt,~j';;'e ·~~·b loving linintj! b.zv. 
I drllwn ,~,. 

2. There free k Gr~t .7. ·-urs mull he ]\70_ 
liced Be Ac!tlioRleJttd. I only juft mention the 
Heads ~hich might have bePG ~larged OJl, it 
the bounds of a lingle Sermon \Vo1ud have anow­
ed ~t. l)uty, Gradtude, and Intertft unite to 
prefs their Obligatioos, and iet them in the 
ftrongeftIjgh~ • 

A People's Notice Be Acknowlegement is all 
~he Return they can poilibly m~<G. GOD the 
Giver being Infinitely above the!!l : They being 
~ntirtty dependent on him: And He being ahfo­
luttly in~"'3pable of any real .Addition Be Bendi~. 
) Cor. 4. 7. Wbr; II1tlMtb Ibt( '.'i dfftr ? 

(JOD will not~vithftandiog gIaciouJJy A(cept. 
thfo~ Cbrijl, His. People~s fincere A~·kllowlege: 
~~nts. He graci0ufly lets us ~now, He flCcot~n's 
himfelf Honoured by tllem, and is higl:1v pl£a­
fed with them, PI I )0. 2~. IYbojo fff(..-f/h rrtl!je 
",!oTi/yt;b mi. .A nd we are filre he wi~i Rew~J(l 
cur grateful Off~ri'lgs) ,~ith the ~l~~l,:!~!'tJ~r{' (:f 
the 0111y & bk1T~j P()tej~Clt~. t!l(, ~~L!g cf Eings, 
• h a ·~I n · fi .' #~ f: T ,- ~ r , ~ ~- ,. • In t ,t n.\..~ 1. U:. ...... ,l~ f.'-1." 1.5. 
, D 2 AnI 
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A'~d no\v I thoul-l l1ave proceeded to have raid 
\v hat thefe Returns are, which a People muft: 
make to GOD for thefeBenefits ; and which mufl; 
be a'greable to the PerfeCtion Be Majtfty of GOD ; 
ant! t~erefore fird"l as himfelfrequires ~ And thefe 
m:g~lt have heen Defcribed at large under the 
following Heads. . 

,. A Peopl~ motA: offer folemn Be nearty Pr4ife 
for t:lem, pf41. )0. 2~. . . 

2. TilCJ mull: be wifely improved ta their ~nds, 
vi z G 0 D'.r H)/ll)lir~ the promoting our own 
Stiritllll~' Be Olllward G-ooti 

~ ... ~11 wife End(llVOurs mnR be ufeu for their 
Coiitinu.lnce._ Particularly, Thofe Iniquitie~ muft 
he t\[tmrned for, Re(ormed &. Watched againft .. 
\vhich tlifhonour Be provoke the Sovereign Got>; 
to Frown upon a People, and Remove. them : 
\V;lat there 'are, it becomes an, both Rulers and 
Pcnp ie, dil igently to fearch out, and Iefolutely 
deftroy. . 
• .APPLICATI0l\~ 

.A n t hat I will fay. by way of Application 
fhall be in Two Articles, (f.) A Call to lba'lks­
givin;. (2.) A word.of Advice to thtc Rulers &; 
.P~opk 0f New-England. 

r. 1Ve ft-'e he-nre, what abundant reafon of 
TbonJ.fulnifs. \Ve, and the Nations we derive 
f·l-C~11, hl'~e tl11to GOD. His Favour to theln, 
:1 nd 11~, is ,'er.'" great:. and fhould be 2rknow· 
1 ';:ed wi h ml l t1- hum bIe, fillcere, fc)lemn & prac-
. '1' . ,-t 1 ":.. 1 • • , 11" t", f" f' ) f' 1 t Y) \.r, '_l..t •. ,~"~ .1 ,je 

(a.) n~1i~ ;\",Ifl./lns have abl1,,(1~t1t rrarOll to f1e 
, .. rn" T!t;!",I.·rlll to GOD" l!nd ~V, in anti with 
tJ~nl) f"1 GOD'~ UI~c~111nolll:'l~;',:urs to tllflTI ; ill 

tl:e 
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the ment~oned Inftances particularlY ~ We fe, 
them, by a Serie, of 'Vonders, in Pofi('ffioQ 
of the Prottjltllll Religion; of cl moO: happy Ci­
vil Conftitntion, f~rmed with great \\7ifJom, to 
the juft Liberti~s_ 8C beft ~Qterefts of S0ciety; 
an happy Settlement of the Succcdfion in the 
Proleftllnt Line, end Illoftrious Houfe of H 4-
)J 0 V E R : The Conftitution animated by a 
KIN G renowned' thro' Europe, for his Wif.. 
dom, Juftice, Courage, Paternal Difpnfttion to 
his People, and· ali Royal Virtnes &; Qualities; 
very glorious in a Cirrle of hjsown illuftrious 
Iffue; giving a long, delightful ProfpeCl t·) the 
Nation!i- This excellent J{ lNG, hath been 
remarkably continued to ps, by' GOD's wonder­
fu~ Care. ~Iay the fame'Divine Care be exten­
(le~ to hiJ1l &: his,for a long courfe of Years ! Once 
more, We fee them flourifh under a juit liberty 
of Confcience to Prottjlant Di§enttrs. Thefe 
among many others, are the wt:ightieft nlotives 
of Praif~ to tlS as well as them. , 

(2.)We in IVtw-E"gland have abundant Reafon 
of Praife. By a train of uncommon Providen­
ces, we enjoy a pure Religion & Ordinances; Ina­
ny fignal Civil Prlvi1eg~s ; good Rulers, reeking 
our 'Velfare: Th(fe, with iDnum~rable othe~ 
Smiles of GOD, are very dd~ghtful Reafons ;,f 
~raire ; and we fha.11 he inexcufahly U Igrateft l \ 

If we don't fuitably Praife GOD for them; Plize 
and Impr,.,\?c the,m, to hi:.; GlorY'- , 

And n(-re, As an Expr~:'iGon of Otlf Thankful­
nefS to GnD, ,\\Te hike leave to Addrds Yclllr 
H 0 N 0 tJ R ,,'11r C()111!1lalldtr i'11 C~irf, ill a 

vf.;ry partic:ulaJ; manll(.'r; and the reil: of our 
. 1-lollOul·c.ble 
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Honnurable Fathers in the Government; with 
the publick Pr~ft'1ion of our dutiful ~ grateful 
Seufe of the WifllGm, Care" FaithfulnefS of 
your Ad(Jliuiilration. \Ve BIrrs GOD for that 
gracious Plefence, that hatb Co. remarhbly at: 
fi;led Be fuct"eeded yonr End~avoun for the Pub­
lick; aut! do, &: {}tall conftaatly Pray, That he 
wnulj continue &: enlarge it to yoo; make you 
~ore ~ ~oreBle:Jings ;ltmaeafe uponUs.~ 
Charge,)~bundantl.Y the lflotives oEJoy ~ Pralle. 

2· I Conclude with a folemn word or Advice 
~o all ~hom my bifcoorfe efpeci~lIy Con~tDI i. 
(l~) Tothofe Q)n~med in the CbtJ,ctl ()f Ibis lJiIJ. 
(~.) T·) thofc vd1:~ with, Pidlick r'IIjI~~ · or OIiC, 

b~d oranot~et. (~~) To tb,!PtDP:~. 
I. To thote in whom the EltOj~lls cf IW Dq 

ate vefted : The DifCOD:tfe gives DireCtioD to your 
Choice. k muft not be Prejudice, It Party» a: 
privat~ corrupt Aff~on, that dete~miDes you i. 
htlt a finrere it'gard to the known worth It fitnefs 
of the PerronI' Chofen. They mUll be fnch as you 
"may reafranably hope, GOD ~in be prefent wit!l~ 
and work by. GOD and your Country have put 
8 r.ul Z gre'1 t T ruft upon you; expeft your wife 
and fahllful Management of it,and you muft give 
an Account to GOD. 

(2 Jfo you who are put intoPllilicl T,IIf/s.The 
Exhortation from GOD (yourSupreme) is,Endea:­
vour to be~ Be manag\: in your feveral T. 3S 

GtlD would have, & directs by the {hining Pat­
ft"Dl now exhihited. The Charge committed to yOll. 

is "~n~ wej~~tv : Everv publici Care is fo; bat 
nf GnD~s pf"culiar Peorle,hisTreafure, efj>ec!al~y. 
(iOD CXr{~~ i!') thlt as Fathers) yoo he teJ!de~ ~t· 

t .. ~eJr 
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their ill/iii •• , their AJ"m,their Privi:''ll', the. 
U;fJn'/tli U.L He demands it, II a leading Arti­
de. That the Rolers of I.\c. UI f •• 4 take a r.n~ 
lar, t~l)der Care, of the Pur~. Scriptural ReligIon 
of l\nll-e.,1".4, that ex~lIent, pure Dctb-iue, 
'\T orfhip ~ Difcipline, which G()D hath planted 
hett, and which oIir Fathen porchafed ,Lis Land 
for ; (and -by infinite Labon,Hazards ~ bpences 
too;) th~ they migt.t enjoy it tD=mr~ftSJk trantl 
mit) as aD invaluable TreJfure to tJieir Children. 
This will make ,00 the delight of the prefent. a; 
the pra!fe offutor~GeneratiQDs ; and w;!icb is in­
finitely better, will fccurc :he f.'Diles of GOD. 
Again, That the Rulen, au~ording iO theirAd\~n­
tages for it,fmile upon Learning & the l\-iinilhy : 
There !Ire very vitally linked with R~ligiiln. Re­
~oo win fOO!l dear without LearnIng ; & eV~Ji 

~ dye without a learned k faithful Afindiry; Co 
that (II" all ~ery m~ch turns upon an eHeB:ual 

-&- fc' .. ) t- • W11~ C3re to ee tn~:l~ wei upportt\l. 
GOD expe& that Jou lead his !t your People, 

by a bright Example .. in his ways. And particu­
larl y: That you exemplify the beauty &: ad van­
tage of a wiie Union among yOUl Cc.-lves,upon the 
beft Principles. That you exhibit wit!l tht' bright­
eft Evilence, yonr generous,publick Spirit k l)rin­
ciplts. "Chat you uuite with yO'JI fpirifual GuiJ~s 
and godly People. i,. m ,ft ferVf'nt Snpplica : ion~ 
That y~u :~~ay like .. -11 jet & -S1l1.1l1f, tlaud in f'be 
Br~acn ; Be be- Princes with G JI). In a word~ That 
you become the happy Promo:ersor thc;ir 'elIding 
1(lUttl/J!ef$ qlliel Jives, i. tl/lloJI,nrjs b-' j'~:n.J). 

~. J Co.lclude, t.) the Proplt, u~s of i: ·fi!Jite 
luiponance, that y~ CC?me in with )'o~j P.rf : 

. 'lUttt 



----~ 

An E L.ECT JON 8 E R MO N. 

That your Tempers Be Cs'rri38es b'e agreable. The 
publick Good can't be attained without you. The 
'\?ifdoID 8t Care of Rulers will be ill vail1,without 
",your compliance with their Endeavours. 
:' Particularly, , , . 

I. 1:'ral carllcjlly for tbelli. Their Cares 
are great, their Qualifications high ; the ~lfi.;. 
Cjllence of their A~.tjollS reacheth great lWlmbers, 
and intbHr very'weighty Illterefts ; tl:elt Temp .. 
~ations are very many. "rheyentirely depend on 
GOD,( with the meallefl:&w:::ikeft of tlteirP eople,) 
(~r all they want. Never torget them in S(cret, 
Private cr Publick. Be1iege Heaven for them, by 
iffectual, fervent Prayers c(~nftalltly ; That tqey 
~ay be Bleffed,&: made Bleliil.lgs,very fignal ones: 
Tpat they may be a1Iified, fucceeded,rewarded by 
~~{lte Grace in Chrift. Join with them in SO/O-

• 11.'OO·S Prayer, 2 C;.rOll.l.1 Q, Give nlC now wifdo.liI 
f.1 kn 'v..:lcgc ; IIJ.lt IllJil.rv (D~;n, f5 ~o 014/, btf~Te 
this thy People. Jan1.J. 5. 1I a$;y 111,;0 lack wij:iom,' 
Itt [J,m ask OfG3d. Ili.n.2. ,-.Por Kil1ts t5 a,'/ In 
.AulbeTil}, · .'. " 
, ~. Cilrry it luirably to ihrlll. Love and 

Reverence them as Fathers; and lc~tlhem' fee and 
f!d that rOB do fOe l\Iake the publick Cares t:afy 
a11d delightful to them, by an honou;ab!e SUI)-

S h · r h"· ft f· r~'rt, a prol~cr LU IDlillon to telf JU.- At~t °lorlty, 
m~4 a chearfn1 Uni')ll with thero,in r·Jlll· ~t ... tians) 
for the Honour ()f GOD &: th~ p'uf)hck \V df~!"~. . 

Thus,ifSuperiors &; Subj,a~ Ulllte, it ".'iP be 
for our unfp~akable Advantage'; and it Ll.lJ :)e 
faid of us, as ill Pf"l. 144. J 5 Jf':fPY it tl~t: !~ .. '!­
I'lt', tbal is infilcb a (oJc : yell) Jiap.y IS Ib.1t. Peo",: 
pIt, ,.;hoJ,· God is ,')( Lord. ": 

.. . f' 1 ~~ I S. 
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