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A brief Account of the prefent State, Incolne, Expenditures, 
&c. of the Society for propagating the GofpeI among 

• 

the Indians, and others, in North -America. 

HIS fociety was inftituted in tbe year 1787 J and embraced, as its general 
object, the diifemination of chriftian knowledge, aoo the means of religious 

inftruCl:ion, among all thofe, in their country, who were deftitute of them. The 
. natives of it feemed to claim their firO: attention, for we potrefs their land$ and 

inhabit their country; and vain ai former attempts had been to civilize and reform 
them, yet the fociety thought it their duty to continue their exertioN, and wait for 
the bleffing of Hea.ven upon them. 

They have been enabled to profecute this defign. by their receiving, in the year 
:'789, from the late RICHARD CARY, Efq. of Charlefiown, executor to the cftatc 

·ofthe hone JOHN ALFORD, Efq. a very handfome fum, which was bequeathed, by 
that gentleman, for the purpofe of extending the knowledge of the gofpel among the 
Indians. It w~s fome time before the bonds and notes, of which this le~acy prin
-cipaUy conulku, came illlu uperanon. 1 ney now produce an annual mcorne of 
three hundred and fixty-two dollars, which is confined entirely to the Indians in the 
will of the donor. With this fum the foeiety allft in fupporting the Rev. Zechariah 
Mayhew, as a miffionary to the Indians of Martha's Vineyard, and the Rev. Gideon 
lhwley, as a miffionary to thofe at Mafhpee. They fupport a number of fmall 
rchouls on Ma1'tha's Vineyard, and they furnifh the Indian fchools at Mafhpee, 
Oneida, and New-Stockbrid~e, with books, paper, &c. They have furnifhed the 
Indians of New-Stockbridge alfo with plows, chains, hoes, and other fanning uten
fils, in order to ,make them acquainted with agriculture and the arts of civilized 
life. They have affified them in building fchool-houfcs, and in printing forne fmall, 
pious and ufeful books in their own language. Twenty-two bibles, 66 tellaments, 
120 fpelling-books, 54 pfalters, 48 primers, 48 of Watts's pfalms and hymns, and 
79 other pious books, particularly adapted to the ufe and infirud:ion ot children, 
have been put into the hands of the millonaries and fchoolmaficrs, for the ufe of the 
Indian fchools. 
• • 

The miffionaries to the Indians have received from the (oeiety, flnce their being 
lCmployed by the fociety, 487 dollars 50 cents. 
· The foeicty have ex ended in the purchafe of books 2 13 . 68 

'The lul'Port of the chools at Martha'S Vineyard has coft 100 22 
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Thore parts of our new country, which are retded by the Englifh, but are yet 
deftitute of the means of religious infhuction, next claimed the attention of the fo
eiety. In order to affifl thefe perfons with effect, it was neceffary for the fociety to 
have a fund which might fupport miffionarics, purchafe books, &c; This fund they 
attempted to raife by a contribution in the feveral religious focieties through the flate, 
in eonfequence of a Brief granted them by government; and by private fubfcriptioml 
from members of their own body. From thefe two fOllrces, they have raifed a fund 
which annually produces 2+6 dollars. 

This fund, everyone mufl fee, is inadcquate to the purpofe of fupporting miffion
aries in our new and vacant plantations. The [oeiety therefore, in the year 1791, 
petitioned the General Affembly for a grant to enable them to fend miffionaries into 
the vacant towns and plantations in the eanern parts of this commonwealth. This 
petition was granted, and the Court allowed the fociety to receive one hundred and 
fifty pounds a year, for three years, from the public·treafury, in order to anfwer this 
valuable pUl"pofe. 

• 

An account of the manner in which this money has b(cn expended, here follows. 

Whole amount of the grant for 3 years £.450 0 0 

Of which the fociety has paid 

1791. To Rev. Daniel Little • 

. . \ ' . . - .... . --;-'" • • , . 
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1793~ 
.. , . :JI)-.; . ' . .' 
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1794· 

Abiel Abbot 
James Lyull 
Peter Holt 
Levi Frilliee 
Samuel Macclintock 
Daniel Little 
Ditto , 

James Lyon 
J ofeph Thaxter 
Samuel Eaton 
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30 0 0 
15 0 0 
45 0 0 

~5 o 0 
• 

£.399 0 0 
Remains unexpended ' 51 0 0 

Of which is due to Mr. Little for a mifiion laft fummer 30 0 0 
, • 

Balancc in the hands of the fociety £. 21 0 0 

The foeiety have reafon to believc that thefe gentlemen have been eminently ufcful 
ill their refpeCtive mifiions J and they have received unequivocal proofs of the pleafure 
with which [hofe who were the o~jdl:s of their million have in general received and 
heard them. In order to the fociety's pl'ofecuting this defign of their intlitution, it is 
Ikceifary that the grants from government fhould be continued to them. For this 
continuance they have petitioned the legifiaturc, and they hope to fucc,ed • 
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A third object of the fociety has been to fpread books of piety, and thofe neceffary 
for the education of youth, among fuch perfons as were not able to purchafe them for 
themfe1ves. To this purpofe they have devoted the whole of their income, which is 
not exprefsly appropriated to the Indians, and they have received a number of dona
tions of books from thofe who wifued well to their dcfign. And fince the year 1790, 
they have accordingly diftributed, in the eafiern parts of this commonwealth, 220 

bibles, 5+0 teftaments, 7 I 5 fpelling-books, 442 pfalters, 1086 primers, 94ofWatts's 
pfalms and hymns, and 3202 other books upon· pious and praCtical fubjetl:s, making 
in the whole 6299. No books upon controverfial fubjetl:s are included in this num
ber, becaufe the objetl: of the fociety has been not to [erve any partkular feet or de
nomination, but to promote the interefts of our common chriftianity. 

Were the funds of the foeiety larger, they have opportunity to increafe the number 
of books diftributed to great advantage. They requeft the donations of the opulent, 
either in money to increafe their funds, or in books to be diftributed, at the pleafure 
of the donors; and they aik the prayers of all good men, that an inftitution, fo ufeful, 

. may be continued and increafed. 

Senfible that perfons, who are entrufted with the diftribution of money for public 
purpofes, are accountable to the public, the fociety have printed the above iketch of 
their proceedings, which they hope will meet with the approbation of their fellow 
citizens, and procure them further affiftance in the profecution of the benevolent de
ftgns for which their body was im:orporated. 

By Order. 
• 

PETER THACHER, Secretary. 
Nojlf}n, Jan. 1795. 
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