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M. THACHER:s

S E R M O N

[}

. SAMUEL, ii. 38.

AND IHE KINC SAID UNTO HIS SFRVANTS, KROW YE NOT THAT THERE B
A PRINCE AND A GXEAT MAN FALLEN THIS DAY IN RAEL?

OBSERVATIONS upon mortality and
the univerfal empire of death, are fo frequently
madc in the pulpit, as fometimes to become tedious.
The ravages of this great enemy to mankind are
conftant, and our afflieted friends frequently call us
to fympathize with them ; {o that every topick re-
lating to the fubje&, fruitful as it is, appears to be
exhaufted, and I {carcely know whither to icad vour
thoughts on thefe occafions, till a new calamiiy takes
place, and the peculiar circumftances which attend
the flroke, point out fome paflage of fcripture,
fcemingly dictated for the occafion.

riii. holy and wile providence of God has ren-

dered the words of the texi a proper {ubjedt to em-

plov our prefent meditations ; and not a perfon is

*here 1 this affembly perhaps who did not feel tht
propricty
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propriety when they were firft mentioned. We
mourn this day one of thofe diftinguifhed charac-
ters, which in life command the refpeét and efteem,
and at death excite the forrow and lamentations, of
every good man. Ncver do we more regret the
doruinion of death, than when 1ts power is exerted
upon fuch men, nor do we ever more deeply fecl
the vanity of all things below the fun and the un-
certain nature of carthly enjoyments, than upon
thefe occafions. ‘

17 was the treacherous and violent murder of
Abner, commander in chief of the forces of Ifrael,
which drew from king David the words of the text.
This great man was negociating an union between
Ifracl and Judab, and was prepdring to {ct the
crown of the united kingdoms upon the head of
David, when this fatal event took place.  Joab,
captain of the hoft of Judah, was jcalous of the
influence which this fervice would give to Abner
over his royal mafter; and ambition, burning, reft-
lef; ambition, flimulated him to an att of mean and
trcacherouscruelty, which hisreligion as a man ought
to have prevented, and his honour as a {foldier fhould
bhave led him todcteft. e met Abnerasafriend ;
he fuluted him in the mode, and with the language
of africnd ; but in the very aét of falutation, while
the fufpicions of Abnerwercall lulled to fleep, Joab
plunged a dagger in his bofon:; and removed forever
this obftacle to his influence and advancement,

Fatal
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Stmtm—

Fatal indecd are the cffefts of a thirft for power !
It defiroys every fecling of religion and humanity
in the bolom : It fteels the heart againft thie di@ates
of juflice, of honour, and of pity ; and often em-
brucs the hands in the heart’s blood of thoufands !

pav1D repro! .ted in pointed terms this conduét
of his fervant, and though the ftrength and influ-
ence of the fons of Zcruiah were then fo great as to
prevent him from doing juftice upon Joab, yet he
afterwards commanded it to be done. He lament-
ed over Abner, and attended his remains with every
mark of refpeét and honour, to the grave. Upon
this occafion the words of the text were {poken, and

they are the culogy upon this faithful fervant of the
houfe of Saul.

Ty frailty of human nature and the focial qual-
ities of man, have rendered law and government
neceflary ; and thofe who exercife them are, in the
language of {cripture, called princes. 'When mag-
iftrates an{wer the purpofes for which power is en-
trufted to them; when they guard with vigilance
and firmnefs the lives, the liberties, and eftates of
thole whom they govern, they are the delights of
mankind, and the favourite fervants of heaven.
For, government is an ordiance of cov, and thofe
who rule well over men are as “ the light of the
morning when the fun rifeth, even a morning with-
out clouds, as the tender grafls {pringing out of the
sarth by clear fhining after rain.” When men

therefore
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therefore who have fuftained thefe ufeful and hori-
ourable ftations arc taken away from the world, we
are called to decp '»mentation over them, to “ ceafe
from man whofe breath 1s in his noftrils,””  to avoid
putting our truft in princes, or in the fon of man
in whom therc 1s no help, for his breath goeth forth,
he rcturncth to his carth; in that very day his
thoughts perifh.””’

Tir idea of greatnels 1s generally annexed to
power and authority, and it 1s anncxed with pro-
pricty, when fuch power originates from its pureft
fource, the unbiaffed {uffrages of a free people.
To cnjoy the confidence of cnlightened citizens, to
be marked out by them as the * man whom they
delight to honour,” to be at the head of afree, fove-
reign, independent commonwealth, and thus to be
defiguated as its favourite citizen, this is real great-
nels among men. It i1s a greatnefls far diffcrens
from that which is caufed by the fortuitous circum-
ftance of defcending from royal progenitors, or
which 1s purchalcd by the bafe arts of adulation
and venality, The latter may be the lot of a weak
or wicked man, the former is not to be fuppofed
attainable by any but the wile, the patriotick, ang
the good.

Tir phrafe “great” isa relative term, and a
comparifon muft be madc with fome other perfon,
or objcft, in order to its bheing applied to cither
with propriety. Gono alone is fupremely great.

Compared
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Compared with iy “ all nations are as the drop
of the bucket, and are counted as the fmail dufl of
the balance.  lle hath mcalured the waters n
the hollow of his hand, and meted out hecaven
with the {pan, and comprehended the dufl of the
earth in a mealure, and weighed the mountains in
fcales, and the hills 1 o balance.  Ile fitteth upon
the circle of the earth, and the mnhabitants thercof
arc as gralshoppers ; he flretcheth out the heavens
as acurtain, and {prcadcth them out as a tent to
dwell in 5 he bringeth the princes to nothing, and

maketh the judges of the carth as vanity .

17 is in comparifon with his fellow men only, that
any mortal can be termed “great.” (Gop hath
been pleafed to make a difference in the moral and
intellectual faculties of men, as well as 1n their out-
ward fituation and circumnftances. There 1s a dif-
ference alfo in the manner wherein men 1mprove
therr {aculties and ufe their advantages,  And I will
now attempt to defcribe with brevity, to whom the
cpithet of the text can with propricty be applied,
and when we are juftified i calling one of our fel-
low mortals a great man,  Such a detial will prove
the fiteels of my text for this melancholy occafion,
and will point out the courfe to be purfuced by thofe
who wifh to become great and honourable,

r1tk unthinking world have agreed to call herocs
and conqucrors of nations by this flattering appel-
Jation, becaule they have been diftinguifhed by their

1) valour
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valour and their triumphs. The mind of man is
dazzled with the profpeét of {plendid ations, and
they caft fuch a glare upon the optick of the foul,
as prevents true and juft vifion. Hence Alexander
of the ancient age, and Frederick of our own, both
arbitrary delpots, both lawlefs invaders of the vights
of men, both {courges, hewy hiitey {courges to therr
fubjetts, hav 2 been dignifica with the name of great :
when they were really enenues to the human race,
and by yielding to their mean and ford.d patfions,
thevdideovereda  lencls which is truly difgufting.
Thev were wild beafts of the carth, who preyed
upnn innocent and defencelefs mnen.  They facri-
ficed to thetr own luft, ambition, and avarice, the
happincls and the lives of millions better thaa them-
felves.  Thev were the common foes of humanity
and pcace, and ment the coutempt and abhorrence
«f mank. q, inftcad of their applaufes.

sy goveioang his {pint, and regulaueg his tem.-
per and conduct ccording to the rules of reafon
and -eligion; by .- ifor ning the duty which he
owisto ¢op and . .a . by rromoting the publick
nnd private happincefs ol 1o conntiy and his friends ;
bv caltivating hi> mind and improving tus t - oluaes
n e aiiainment of lerence, human and Jivioe; by
hierny with dighaty aad proporety every (?r;»cmm: e
in ol heas placed 5 fimally, he “living the Life
of the viahitews ., wnd (lyz‘z;g B death,” @ man moav
perchois o homfelt the Hi-o 0 g prven
Yo Abrer moiine oy iy

L] 4 'y .
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viE government of onrfelves appears to be con-
fidered by fcripture, as the firft mark of greatnefs.
“ He, faith the wile man, that is {low to anger, 1s
better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his {pint,
than hc that taketh a city.”” This dominion over
ourfelves implics not only a conftant {fuppreflion of
the angry, the envious and refentfu! paflions, but
alle a refiflance, an uniform and conftant refiftance
to cvery impure, unjuil, intemperate, or finful in-
clination. It implies a watchful attention te the
ftatc of our minds, and a power to deny ourfelves,
whenever our wifhes and our duty interfere. The
conqueft 1s an evidence of real greatnefs, becaufe 1t
proves our f{uperiority to the ftrorge™ feelings of
the human heart, and evidences that we can tri-
umph over an enemy of cqual ftrength, equal pol-
icy, and cqual advantages with ourlelves,

11 good are alwaysgreat, The manwhorever-
ences the peiry 1n his heart, and who embraces the
religion of the delpifed and perfecuted Nazarene,
proves himlclf fuperiour to the cafuiftry and the
incers of thoughtlefs infidels.  Tle 1s great enough
1o avow an attachment to lus mafler, when others
forfake hun, and manifefts himfelf to be above the
reproaches wnd contempt of a misjudging world.
He proves that he 1s great and wile, becaufe he can
look heyonal prefent to future and more important
objetts and can keep under his feet, and view with
sndifference what the world efleems as the moft val-

gable
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uable good. e iy great becaufe hie acts nightly,
accordin~ to fitnefs and prepricty ; beeaufe he hon-
ours c¢op, rccommends rchigion, and by thefe
means does good to his family, to {ociety, and the
world.  Ilis religion teaches and induces him to
praftife fympathy with the afflicted, and chanty
to the poor ; 1t enforces upon him impartial juflice
and ftndl fidelity to all men, and renders hun tem-
perate, decent and agrecable in his own perlon,
Religion obligos usto improve our time and to cul-
vt

tivate all our talents, and where 1t 1s felt in1ts power,
1t effecls an attontion to every thing which can dig-

nify, adorn, aad improve human nature.

tru L 1t is that the world in general do not con-
fider piety or religion, as indifpentable to greatnels.
But {lil a brief confideration of the importance of
morality and virtae (o {ocicty, will fhew us the juf-
tice of the above remarks,  Let a man, deflitute of
principle, be enducd with uncomnion talents, or -
velled with great riches and power, and how much
injury will he do ! We are to expeét nothing from
him but violence, oppreffion, and lawlels indul-
ccnce, and by example 15 contagicus to all avound
hi. He s afrourge and a curle to feccty, and
witen he dics, the worid rejotees that it 1s freed from
one ob its burdens, A man, deflitute of rehigion
and morality, a man who mdualges his patlions with-
out control, who is witheut principie 1 his mind,
and who jedebanched in s lifey does not enjoy the

reveronece
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veverence of mankind, nor will they agree to call
him great.

rEAL religion is indeed real greatnets, and is the
truc dignity of man; but it may with reafon be ob-
ferved, that eminence in the chnflian virtucs, as
well as fome {upcriority in moral faculties, if not in
external circumftances, are neceflary to conflitute
greatne(s of charater.  The mild virtues of chrifti-
anity may [ubfift in the heart, and fhine in the life
of a man who 1s not, in other refpcéls, fuperiour to

his fellow men. "

Tienr 1s a great difference, weknow, in the fac-
ultics of mankind. Dut whence this difference a-
rifes, except from the will of the p:rty, whether
from clumate, the formation of the body, or the pe-
culiar qualitics of our parents, has not yet been de-
termincd.  The taculties of {ome men are weak ;
they do not appear capable of receiving, compariug,
or rccolleéting 1deas. Others arc endued with
{trong and vigorous minds, and every thing within
the ken of human knowledge, appears to be eafily
attained, and {aithfully remembered by them.
Some perfons are placed by providence in fituations
favourable to expand their faculties ; while others
arc deprefled by the hand of poverty and difcour-
agement, {o as c¢flc@nally to cramp their powers,
and nip in the bud the bloffoming genius.  Certain
hituations are neceflary to call ont men’s exertions,
and difcover the extent of their cipacitics, otherwife

ihey




4

te PSR

they will lic dormant, and never make their appear.
ance., A warm and genial influence muft aroufe
the latent faculties, and prove what fruit they are
capable of producing. Pcrhaps Newton and Locke,
had they been educated at the plow, and compelled
by poverty to labour for their fupport, would have
defcended to the grave, undiftinguifhed and un-
known, like other peafants, And perhaps in the
meaneft walks of life there exift men, who, if they
were nroperly called out, would thine with diftin-
guaith.d 'ultre as philofophers, ftate{men and heroes.

% J i much, very much, depends upon the man-
nor i wiich we tmprove our abilities and advan-
f;.;gc:., for 12 the intelleCrual as well as moral world,

*“¢6 aun that an (kall be given, but from him

wiuch heth not $hail b taken away even that which
“he feemethy to haver  Gop almighty places us
bt particolar funatives, and furnifhes us with op-
*Jurtumfws of exerting our faculties, but we exercife
ouar own volition :n improving them. Diligence,
mdufiry, and aticaaon, will often render men of
flow and narrow taculties “ great.””  Such perfons
frequently outfivip thofc of hivelicr fancies and more
brllizot taleats, whe think that they have no nced
“of excrien or diligence, becaufe they have a native
fund witiue them, competent to every demand,
Taat mon s great, who, frem {mall beginnings, by
his induftry, his diligence, and prudence, rifes to
uriverfal learning or hororary diftin&ion in the
f1ds of {cience. HE
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n g is a great man, who, with patriotick fervor, re-
fifts firong temptations from wealth, power or hon-
or, and boldly efpoufes the caule of mankind. It
is great to refift thefc allurements fo falcinating to
mankind in general. It is great to have the bofom
warmed with the love of our country, to facrifice
our own profpeéls to publick emoluments, to con-
tribute by our felf denial, by our own counfels or
arms, by our whole energies, to emancipate men
from flavery, and {ecure the happinefs of millions,
who “are yet to be born.””  Such patriotiim affords
the pureft delight to the human breait. It elevates
our profpets in this world, and death 1tfelf is not
fo painful, when we confider that we leave bhehind
us the “ good name, which is as precious oint-

ment,”’ and that future generations thall * rife up
and call us blefled.”’

Tz complaifance, or rather the falfe judgment
of the world, hath induced them to call thofe who
are affluent in their circumftances, and who can
thus procure to themfelves better accommodations,
and more refined enjoyments than their neighbours,
great men.  But, although the goods of fortune are
not to be defpifed, for they are valuable as they give
us opportunity to honour ¢op, and make mankind
happy ; yet no wife man will fuppof: that they
give him any real greatncls, or raife him above thofe
who, with lefs property, have more wifdom or more
virtuc,

1l
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" (x thefe refpets men are great during their lives,
but there 1s a period approaching upon every one
of the human race, which will try the eficacy ol our
principles, and aifay the veal value of our charac-
ters, This period 1s death, and the manner m
which we die, w:ll throw a light or fhade over our
whole lives. The great man, the chriflian philof-
ophei, will difcover a {uperiority even to this for-
midable cnemy, and will mect the king of tcrrors
without apprehenfion, and with a calmnels, feren-
ity, and dignity, which fhall evidence that he 1s not
“ weak like other men.””  Death conquers all men,
and he who conquers death, muft neceflanly be
great. Delightful as well as affecting 1s it to fee
fuch a man bidding a farewcl to the world, unap-
palled by thofe diftrefling circumftances which
ftrike terror into others, labouring to do good, cvew
in his laft moments, and y1elding to the fatal ftroke,
only becaufe 1t is the will of ¢cop, and becaufc 1t is
inevitable. The principles of chriftiamty alone
€an give us this fuperiority, and diveft death of its
fting, for the, alone hoid out to us the certainty of
parden for our fins, and the gloricus profpeéts of
immortality.

T g pifture drawn in this difcourle, 1s a bright
and plealant cac.  Its traits are agrecable and flat-
tering to us, and we are ready to “call the great
ha; py,”” and look up to them with envy 5 but how
mortifying 1s the Jaft circumilance mentioned, how

mort if’ying
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mortifying 1s the refletion, that great and “ wife
men die as well as the fool and brutifh perfon !**
How humiliating to human pride is the idea, that
none of thefe diftinétions can avail us in the hour
of death, but that the greatefl, the wifeft and beft of
men muft be weakened by difeafe, and conquered
by dcath, as well as he who ‘ knows not his right
hand from his left,”” and who * grinds at the mill"’
for his daily bread ! But this we know to be the
fadl, for it is verified in daily and moft affefling
inftances. Where are the heroes who have freed
their country from flavery, and broken the chains
of oppreflion; the legiflators who have laid the
ftrong and permanent foundations of great and hap-
py ftates ; the philofophers who have arrefted the
thunder of heaven in its courfe, and taught us to
inveftigate the laws and propertics of nature ; the
moralifts who have defined the limits of right and
wrong ; and thc patriarchs, the apoftles, the evan-
gelifts, who have made known to us the pardon,
the light and immortality of the gofpel ?—They ar=2
“ gone the way whence they fhall not return :*’
The clements which compofed their names only
arc known to us, and their duft is mixed with -om-
mon clay! Univerfal indeed are the ravages of
Death! Heisno “refpefter of perfons,” and he
vifits, with equal certainty and cqual indifference,
the fuperb palace of the wealthy, and the humble
cottage of the peafant !
C | wWHY
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wny are thefe things {fo? Why doth * death
pafs upon all men,’”” and thus indilcriminately draw
within its fatal vortex, every thing that hath life ?
Jt is fo ordered to thew that a future ftate fhall fuc-
ceed to the prefent, as men dic before they reap the
rewards, or experience the confequences of their ac-
tions in the prefent woisl ! Itis to reprefs the tow-
cring thoughts of humaa vanity ; to difplay the
fovereignty of cop, and the frailty of man; ta
quicken us with the greateft carneftnefs, to {eek an
interedl in future and more important bleflings ; to
nurture us in the ichool of affliction, and to fhew us

that fin is hateful above all things in the fight of

GOD,

LeT the confideration, I obflerve by way of im-
provement, of human greatnels, lead us to admirg
the goodnets of ¢op, in beftowing fuch faculties,
opportunities, and advantages upon men. The
divine influence 1s the fcurce of all things, good
and creat in man.  “ Every good gift and every
perfect gift cometh down from the father of lights,
with whom is no variablenels, nor fhadow of turn-
ing.”* We are finful and unprofitable creatures,
but his “ gentlenels has made us great.”” He i1s
““the father of our {pirits and the former of our
bodics.”” e hath implanted ““a fpirit in man, and
his infpiration hath given us underftanding.”” To
his free grace we may afcribe all that we now are,
and all that we hope herca™er to be. Let our at-

tainments
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tainments in virtue, in fcience, in rank, or in prop-
erty, be what they may, ftll we muft afcribe them
to him ““ in whom we live, and move, and have our
being.”’

Ty1s refleGtion, with a fenfe of our mortality,
fhould conftantly keep us humble, and prevent us
from * thinking morc highly of ourfelves than we
ought to think.”” For, with the utmo(t propriety
alks the apoftle, *who maketh thee to differ from
another ? and what haft thou that thou didft nos
receive ! now, if thou didit receive it, why doft thou
glory as if thou hadfl not received it ? “ Thus faith
the Lorp, let not the wife man glory in his wifdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might .
let niot the rich man glory in his riches, but let him
that glorieth glory in this, that he knoweth and un-
derftandeth me.”’

¢rEAT men arc ufcful to the world, ‘Thofe who
alt vnder the influcnce of religion, and who are
exemplary in their deportment, recommend the
chriftian profeffion, and inducc others to embrace
it, Their precepts and their exainple introduce the
[ocial and relative virtues, and thus increafe the
fum of privatc happinefs. Patriots are bleffings to
their country, and good 1ulers are as the “ fhields
of the carth.”” Men of elevated ftations and afflu-
ent fortunes, who condué&t with wifdom, dignity and
prudence, fhine with peculiar lufire, and warm,
while they blefs, all within their cirele.

TC
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Sarutnecs

170 cop then let us be thankful when he raifes
up {uch perfons to do geod to individuals and vur
country ; and lct us be properly affefted when they
are taken away from us. Good and great men are.
the pride, the ornament, and the defence of their
couniry. They are “ the chariots of Ifracl and 1he
horfemen thereof.”” And when it pleafcth ¢ the
rorp of hofts to take away from Judah and Jcru-
falem, the judge and the prophet, and the prudent
and the ancient, the honorable man and the coun-
fellor,” deep fenfibility and humble grief arc proper
exercifes for our minds., When “ a prince and a
great man falls in Ifrael,’ it becomes us to fay with
the pfalmift, “ For we are confumed by thine anger,
and by thy wrath are we troubled. Return, O
rorD, how long ? and let it repent thee concern-
ing thy fervants. O fatisfy us early with thy mercy,
that we may be glad, and rejoice all our days.
Make us glad according to the days wherein thou
haft affli€ted us and the ycurs wherein we have feen
evil. Let thy work appear unto thy fervants, and
thy glory unto their children, and let the beauty of
the LorDp our cop be upon us.”

THESE, my brethren, are the duties which we are
this day called to perform. The death of the Hom.
Mr. Bowoaiy is one of thofe difpenfations of
providence, which ought to awaken our attention to
the vanity of the world, and the uncertainty of its
beft enjoymengs. It thould excite us, lct our fla-

tion
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hemnsasd

tion and circumflances be what they may, to avtend
to the “one thing needful.””  * The fafhion of this
world is pailing away.”” - We have here no contine
uing city, let us then feek one to come, a city which
hath foundations, whofec builder and makeris cop.*"

tuE charafter of this great man has been already
faithfully drawn, and is now under the publick eye,
There is no nced of my adding to 1it.  But were this
my praétice, and were there propricty in euloginms
from the pulpit, I have anticipated myfelf. In the
palt difcourfe I have drawn his charafler, for he
was the great man delcribed by it.  Hefeared cop;
ke believed, profefled, and praétifed the religion of
jesus curisT. His family, his friends, the church
of ¢ op, can teflify how punflually he difcharged
the private and publick duties of religion ; how con-
ftant he was in the obfervance of family devotion ;
how confcientious in keeping holy the chriftian fab-
bath, and how unvaried in his attendance upon the
duties of cop’s houle and table. Thefe offices of
religion he evidently performed with that reverence,
which we fhould always fecel under the immediate
eye of cop. His religion was rational, uniform,
and energetick ; it led him to be juft and generous
to his fellow men 1t induced him to patronize cv-
ery ufeful publick inftitution, and made him tender
but manly, affe€tionate but wife, as an hufband, a
parent, a mafler, and a friend.  Religion ftrongly
marked his whole charafier in life ; it cnabled him

to
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to bear, with fingular fortitude and patience, a long
and difticfling illnels, and it finally firewed * the
dark valley of the fhadow of death’’ with flowers,

and enabled him to triumph over this grand enemy
to the human race,

HE was “ great’’ in the faculties of his mind, and
he improved with fingular diligence and induftry,
the advantages which cop had given him ; fo that
we admired, in his charatter, the man of {cience and
the philofopher, as well as the polite man and the
chriftian, He merited the approbation of his
country, from his patriotick exertions in the period
of its diftrefs ; he was favoured by his fellow citi«
zens with their warm eftecm, and he was repeatedly
invefted with their higheft honours. Under thefe
honours, and amidft the flattering diftin&ions given
him by {everal illuftrious Iiterary focieties, at home
and abroad, he conduéted with that decent but fin.
cere humility, which proved him to be truly a great
man. Hewas affluent, and he ufed his afflucnce to
the beft purpofes, for I perfonally know that his
charities were abundant and extenfive, much more
{fo than many perfons have imagined. His religion
was without oftentation, his learning without ped-
antry, and his dignity without pride. He lived an
amiable, ufeful and honorable life, and he died a
ealm and peaceful death, * Mark the perfeét man

and behold the upright, for the end of that man 1s
peace.”

WITK
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witi his bereaved family this whole affembly
will deeply fympathize. Cordially do we wifh ta
each of thcm, the fupports and confolatiops of the
religion of curist. They cannot forget his amia-
ble example and his excellent precepts. They will,
we fincerely hope, imitate his virtues, liften to his
dying counfels, and conduct in fuch a manner as

that they may finally meet him in a better world,
$o part no more forever !

TH1s church of our Lor b may upon this occafion,
with great propriety, adopt the exclamation of the
pfalmift, and fay, “ Help, Lorbp, for the godly man
ceafeth, the faithful fail from among the children
of men.”” Our numbers are conflantly decreafing.
Let us be humbled before our maker under his
frequent rebukes, and pray earneflly to cop that
he would raife up others to fill our vacant places,
and, like our departed brother, to *“ adorn the doc-
trine of con our Saviour in all things.”

maY the learned and humane focieties, over
which Mr. Bowbpoin prefided, flourith and in-
crezfe ! May their ufeful and charitable exertions
be attended with a divine blefling ! And, while the
death of their prefident reminds them that the
“ time 1s fhort,” let them be excited to redeem the
fhort portion of it which remains, and not be weary
in their attempts to advance human knov:ledge,
and mitigate human calamity.,
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1T 1s certainly vight for the minifters of curist
to make ulc of the teftimonies of fuch a great man
as we now lament 1n favour of religion, for its ene-
mies are defirous of making us believe that all wife
and great men doubt its truth, and fcruple its influ-
ence, It 1sthe joy of my heart that I can now
bring the living and dying teftimony of the late
Mr. Bowpoin to the truth and excellency of the
reifgion of crrisT 3 and I truft that yecu will not
eftecm my adducing this teftimony, which may be
fo ulcful, as improper or redundant.  He embraced
chriftianity m conlcquence of fin&t examination
and {erious convittion. e mentioned, during his
lalt ficknels, that the perufal of “ Bithop BuriLer’s
Analogy’* had been of great ufc to him in {atisfying
his doubts, and confirming his mind upon this fub-
je€t.  “ From the time of my reading that book,
faid he, I have been an humble follower of the
bleded jesus,”  His illnefs did not {or a long time
affc€t his rcafon, nor we. ken his mind, fo that he
exprefled, in flrong but humble terms, his fenfe of
the benefit of affliCtions, the efficacy of chriftian
principles alone to {uppoit the mind under them,
and the importance of religion to our prefent peace
and future happinefs, His hope was fixed “ upon
the foundation of the apoilles and proplhets, jesus
enrisT himfelf being tae chief corner flone,”” and
it was an anchor to his fou’, {fure and ltedfafl, cnter-
ing into that within the veil, In his dying addreflcs

te
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to his family and fervants, he recommended religion
to them above all things ; and affured them that it
was the only foundation of peace and happinels in
life and death, His profpeéts of immortality were
bright and glorious, for when he apprehended his
diffolution to be approaching, he expreffed his fatis-
fa€tion in the thought, that he was “ going to the
full enjuyment of cop and his Redeemer.”” Thefe
declarations were not occafioned by the debility of
mind, which weaknefs of body fometimes occafions.
When ke made them, he appeared to his phyficians
and friends to be in the full exercife of his faculties.
His mind was colletted and calm, and he retained
that {enfe of propriety, and that dignity of deport-

ment, for which he was remarkable in his full
health. S |

tue teftimony of fo dignificd a charaQer to the
truth and excellency of religion, will, I truft, have a
proper effe€t upon thofe who indulge themfelvesin
{ceptical doubts, and who fearch for no evidence, ex-
cept fuch as will confirm them in thofe doubts. Let
them examine both fides of thisimportant queflion.
Let them be carc{ul that the fafhionable liberality
of the prefent day, which has fubftituted juflice and
charity to our fellow men, in the place of picty to-
wards cop, and the faith, repentance and obedi-
ence which the gofpel requircs—Ilet them be careful,
I fay, that this .liberality does not render them in-
dilferent as to fo interefling a quefllion.  Dut let

D them
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them fearch, examine, and liften, “for it is their
life.”  Happy fhould I be, if the detail now made,
by which my late excellent friend yet fpeaketh,
might have fuzh an effe&, and thus add to the hon-
or of cnirisT and the happinefs of mankind.

ALy human greatnels, my brethren, isfading faft
away. ‘The men who now att the moft important
parts upon the theatre of the world, and who have
been the friends, the faviours and: benefators of
their country, muft focn “go the way whence they
fhall not return,”” and *‘ the places that now know
them fhall know them no more.’”” “ The heavens
fhall foon pafls away as a fcroll, and the elements
fhall melt with fervent heat. The earth and the
things that are thercin fhall be burnt up.”” The
monumenis of human pride and magnificence,
fhall, 1n that day, fall to the ground. “ The fun
fhall become black as fackcloth of hair, and the
moon fhall becone as blood, and the ftars of heaven
fhall fall, as'a fig tree Theddeth her untimely figs.”
Then the great obje@ of folicitude with munkind
will be, that they may expericnce’ the pardoning
mercy of cop, and be admitted to the enjoyment of
heaven and glory. And while the wicked * call
upon the rocks and mountains to fall”” and conceal
them from the view of “him whom they have
pierced ;7 they who “ have walhed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the lamb,’’ fhall
be acknowledged as the children of cop, and the

heirs




27
heirs of heaven. They fhall enter upon the enjoy-
ment of perfect and endlifs happrefs, and they

(hall behold the face of their glorivus mafter, and
rcflect his brightncefs through endlels ages.

AN D now unto him who 1s able to beftow upon us
this bleflednefs ; unto the King eternal, immortal,
invifible, the cnly wife cop, be afcribed all might
majefty and dominion, both now and forever,

A M E N,
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The following CHA R ACTER vuas written by
another hand, and was publifhed in the HEraLD
of Freepowm, printed in Bostown, of Novem-.
ber gth, 1790.

ON Saturday morning laft, at one o’clock,
Death, with inexorable hand, {ummoned to the
world of fpirits, the very much relpetted and highly
revercd charalter, the Hon. JAMES BOWDOIN,
Efg. latc Governor of this Commonwealth,

1¥ native genius, embellithed with all the orna-
ments of polite learning; if deep refcarches into
the nature and principles of philofophy, and of the
arts and fciences in general ; if a profound knowl-
cdge of government, and the politics of his coun-
try ; if the love and efteem of his fellow citizens
and of the literati of the world, from an extez.%ve
reputation ; if the prayers of the poor and needy,

to whom he beftowed with a filent, but a liberal
hand ; if the tears of his relations and houfhold ;

if the ardent wifhes of his particular friends, and of
all who knew him ; if fincere and unaffeted piety
and religion, added to the moft exemplary morali-
ty, from carlieft youth, could have emancipated
from the grave any charafler, this truly dignified
one would have never tafted death : But “ it 1s ap-
pointed for 1'! men once to die.”
NO
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- ~o trajt in his charafter was perhaps more dif-
tinguifhed than his laft, his vravn :—Infpired by
rcligion, and uphcld by the ather of Mercies, he
endurcd a moft panful ﬁckncfs, with the greateft
irmnels and paticnce, and received the ftroke of
death with a eadmnels; a refignation and compol-
ure, that marked TuE TRULY GREAT AND GOOD
stav.  Thus has died, if not the pride, atleaft, one
of the brightelt ornaments of his country and of

human nature,

COVERNOR Bewporn, to the honour of Har-
vard College, was cducated at that femnary of
lcarnmg « and o hichly was he diflinguifhed tfor
his abilitics, that at a very early age, he was chofena
Reprefentative to the General Court, by the town
of Bofton ; and was continued in that office until
he was removed to the Council Board, where he
ferved with great reputation, until negatived hy
Governors Baznanrp and Gacr, for his deaided
and able oppohtion to Britifh meafures. He took
a difinguifhed part in the revolution, having been
Pirefident of the Council of this ftate for a number
of years during the war ; was Prefident of the Con..
vention that formed the ftate Conflitution, and fince
the revolution, he has been Governor of the Com-
monwealth. He died Prefident of the Academy
of Artsand Sciences, in this ftatc ; Prefident of the
Humane Society ; Fellow of the Royal Socicties of
London and Dublin, and of the Socicty of Arts in

Greatbritamn,
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sveneniih

Greatbritain, and alfo of other Literary Socicties,
both in lurope and America; he was DoQlor of
I.aws in the Univerfities of Edinburgh and Cam-
bridge.

N0 man was more known to the literati in all
parts of the world : Iew men have contributed
more to the general knowledge and improvement
of his country.

¢ swrET peace, and heav’nly hope, and humble joy,
<« Divinely beam on his exalted foul

“ Deftru&lion gilds and crowns him for the &ies,
f“ With imeommunicable luftre bright.”






