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OnSERV ATIONS upon mort:llity and 
the univerfaI empire of deatll, arc [0 frC(l'lcntl}r 

made in tl1c pulpit, as fometimcs to becolnc tedious. 

The r,l\'agcs of this great enemy to mankind are 

confiant, and our affiitlcd friends frequentl}T call us 

to fympdthiLC \\pith them; to tllat every topir.k rc­

latillg to the fllbjcEl, fruitful as it i 5, appears to be 

~xhauficd, alld I fc~rcc])' kno\v ,\yhithcr to lead your 

thoughts 011 there occafions, till a nClV calanJi .. y takes 

place', ;t11(1 lll(, peculiar circllmfiances which attcl1d 

the flrokc, point out fome paffagc of fcripturc, 

Il"eUlingly diaatcd for the occafion. 

T ii L hol rand wile providence of God has rctl­

,lcrrd lht" ,,"o .. os of llH.~ t(.·X[ a proper fubjcEt to CJn­

})!oy our llrcfcnt :ncllitcltiuns; and 110t a pcrfon i~ 
f~l(,l(, ia thi~ alft.'Hlhl}· pl'rIJ(tl)~ \\Tho did not fccl th,.t 

l)ropr!et~r 
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propriety when they were firn: mentioned. We: 
nlOUfll this day one of thofe diflinguifued charac. 

ters) which in life command the refpect and eileem, 
&ltld at death excite tIle rOrrIO\\' and lamcl1tatiollSJ of 
every good man. N ever do we more regret the 
dOluinion of death, than when its power is exerted 

upon ruch tnrn, nor do we evcr more deeply fcel 

the vanity of all things bdow the fun and the un .. 

certain nature of earthly enjoyments, than upon 

tl1tfe occafi()ns. 

I ~r \\?ai tIle treac}lcrcJus and violent murcler of 

Abl1Cf, cOInmander ill cllief of the forces of IfraeJ J 

"t'hicll drew fr()m king I),l\'i(l the \\~ords of the tc~\:t. 

This great lnall WJS negociating ~n union between 

Ifracl and Judah, and w.tS preparing to ret the 
crown of the united kingdoms upon the head of 
l)avid, when this f:ltal event took place. J oah, 
captain of the hoft of Judah, was jealous of the 
infillcI1CC w}lich tl1is fervice lvould gi,·c tt> l\bnc( 

over his royal mafh'!"; and anlbition, hurning, rcfi: .... 
lcf~) anlbition, fiimulated hitn to an aEt of mean aJld 

treacherous cruelty, which his religion as a lnan ought 
to have prevented, and his honour as a f6lJier 1hould 

ha\'c lcrJ 1,iJl1 t(l dctcft. lIe met i\ .. hrl\';f as a friend; 

11c ruluted him ill the mode, and with the language 

of a friend; but in the very aEl: of l~.tlut,ltion, while 
the fufpicions uf Abner were alllulJ<.'d to fleep, J oab 

plunged a Jag~er in his horonl, (lnd removed [oreyer 

this obllacle to 11is iIlflucllce arId ~clvancem('rl'·. 

1~' at ~'J 
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ratal indeed are the cffeCls of a thirft for power! 

It dcflroys every feeling of religion and humanity 
in the horoln: It fiecls the heart againfi the diClates 
of jufiicc, of honour, and of pity; and often em­

brucs tIle llands in the heart's blood of tl1ou'fands f 
e 

D A V I 0 reprol .• tcd in pointed terms this conduf.l 
of his fcrvant, and though the fhength and influ­
ence of the fons of Zeruiah were then fo great as to 

prevent hinl from doing juflice upon Joab, yet h. 
aftcrYiards commanded it to l)c done. lIe lament-­

ed over Abner, and attended his remains with every 
mark of refpect and honour, to the grave. Upon 
this occafion the words of the text were fpoken, and 

they are the eulogy upon this faithful fervant of the 
houfc of SallI. 

TH E frailty of human natu:-e and the focial qual­
ities of nlan, have rendered law and government 
neceffary; and thofe who exercife them are, in the 

language of fcripture, called princes. \Vhen mag .. 
ifirates anfwer the purpores for which power is en­
trulled to them; when they guard with vigilafice 
and firmnefs the li\"es, the liberties, and efiates of 

thofe whOln they govern, they are the delights of 
mankind, and the favourite fervants of llca,'cn. 

, 

For, government is an ordlance of GOD, and thC'fe 
who rule well over men are as U the light of the 

morning when the fun rireth, even a morning with­

out clouds, as the tender grafs fpringing out of the 
eirth by clear ihinjng after rain.'~ 'Vhen nlCU 

tlie rf'f()rr 
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therefore \vllo 11tl"l~ f'llilained there ufeflll and hOri~ 
ourable nations arc taken away from the world, we 

are called to deep I ",mentation over thenl, to (( ceafe 

from man whore breath is in llis noflrils," 'c to a,roid 
putting our trufl ill princes, or in the fon of man 

in whOln there is no help, for his breath goeth forth. 

he returntth to his earth 11 in that very day his 

thoughts perifh." 

T II E idea of greatnefs is generally annexed to 
power and authority, and it is annex('d with pro ... 

priety, when fuch power originates from its pnrefl: 
{ouree, the unbiaffed fufI'rages of a free people. 

To enjoy the confidence of enlightened citizens, to 

be nlitrked out by thent as the n man whom they 

delight to honour," to be at the head of a free, fove­
reign, independent commcltlwealth, and. thus to be 

defiguated as it~ favourite citizen, this is real great. 

nefs among nlen. I t is a greatnefs far differcn1i 
from that which is caufed by the fortuitous circum4 

fiance of defcending from royal progenitors, 01' 

which is purchafcd by the bafe arts of adulation 

tlnd vena] ity. The latter may be the lot of a weak 

or wicked Inan, the former is not to be fuppofcd 
attainable by any but the wife, the patriotick, a~ 

tl1c good. 

T II F. phrafe cc great" is a rclati,'e term, and a 

comparifon mun b~ made 'WIth fome other perron, 
or objcfl, in order to its being applied to either 
with propriety. Go D alone is fupremcly great. 

Compared 
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()ompareu with l!im,· f( aU nations are as the drop 

{~f tIle bucket, alld arc COltntc(1 as tIle fnlall dufl of 
tIle bala'llce. lIe llath JllCclfufCd tlIe \vaters ill 

the 11011(),,, of his Jlalld, tllld nlctctl out IlCa\!ell 

with the fpan, and comprehended the dun of the 

c:lrth in a Incafure, and wl~ighClI the mountains ill 

fCJlc~J ,llld t}lC llills ill ;l balJtlcc. I I c III tetll 11 pon 
tl1c circl,~ of tIle earth, alld tll~~ il111"lbita11ts thereof 

arc as gl>lf~Ill)ppCrS; l1C ftrctcllctll out tll~~ l1Ca\.:etlS 

as a. Cllrtaill, ,llld fl)lcadctIl tlltln out '~lS ~l tCllt to 

dwell in j he Lringeth t hc princes to nothing, and 

maketh the j~\,-:ges of the earth as yanity." 

I T is in comparifon with his fellow nlCIl only, that 

·all,' mortal c(\n be termed "great." (-; 0 D l'latll 
~ L 

bern pleafed to make a differcnce in tlw moral and 
illtclleclual faculties of tnen, as ,rell as ill tlleir ()tlt·­

ward lit.uatioll ar"d circuInfl:ances. rl"llcrc is ~l dif­

ference alfo in tIle manner wherein Tnen improve 

their faculties and ufe their ad\·antJgc~;. And I will 

now attempt to defcribe hith brevity, to " .. hOln the 

epithet of the text can with propriety Ll? applied, 

and whl~n we are jufiificd in calling one of our fel­
low morl;lls a great man. Such a deLiil will prove 

the fitncL of my text for this mCh1l1c!101 y occafion, 

and will point out the coude to l)c pllli"ued by thofc.: 
who wiDl to become grl',\t and hO:lOuraLlc. 

T II 1-: unthillking world havc agrc('(l to can heroes 

and conquerors of nations hy t his flattering ~ppd­
J,dion, bec:ndc they ha\'e beel) difliTWlliihcd bv their 

~ ,~~ 

J.~ 
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valour and their triurrlphs. The mind of man is 
dazzled with the prorpctt of fplendid aEiions, and 
they eaft fueh a glare upon the optiek of the foul, 

as prevents true and juft viri~a. lIenee Alexander 
oi the ancient age) and Frcderidc of P!lr Olvn, hoth 
arbitrary dclpot\) both lawkE i!l\'aders of thl': ri6hts 
of men, both fcourg"s, lwwy 1\~1t(', fCnurgcs to their 
hlhjetJ" h:lV ~ b~etl dJgtllfiui with thp nalne of {,reat : 
when they "'l:f~ really ('HenneS to thc' hum.ltl race, 

and by yielding to their me:m and forJ.d patlion~. 
lhey d,fcon'lcd d It .... :is which is truly Jifgufling·. 
They were l'\-dd bC..lfis of the earth, who preyed 
upf)n innocent and defenec1cfs men. They facri­

ficed tt) tJ1clr ()\\,,'f.l luft) clmbitionJ and a\'arice, the 

harrl1I1Cfs ,llld tllc lives of rr,illions Letter t!la1.l them ... 

felvcs. T'hey were the common foe; of humanity 
and peacc~ :1nd merit the CUfltcmpt and abhorrence 

(,f man~~. d, innL~d of their applaufcs. 

BY gm·cL.ing his fpirit, and regublir~g 11is tern· .. 

per arld t~Olldu(.l \ccor(ling to the rtlll'~~ ()r red,ff)ll 

and "cligion; by" if~r :,!ng the duty which he 
owes to G () D and ....d . IJ)' ;'rolnoting the p1.1 bli ck 
:: nel pI ivatc happin<.:f; 01 j, i'. COU1,tl" and hi~: f.·'cnds ; 

~ 

by culti\'ating hi.) mind .mJ nnprOVi!lg Ius I :~ ilhic'l 
in l~\~1- (\~,aitlnlellt of rCI(~tlrl ,) Jll1tn;tl1 (L'l(l rl!\'l"~t,',~ i'J)/' 

fiJl~::\; will! di?:'!ity mel propllct!' ('vn)" dqnlftll nl 

i 11' . ! I ; d) l,t" IS pI. ((' cd; fin a ] lv, h" (( l i \'1 n g II H I If.> 

~)r tl1c r1.~lttl·'J~t ') ;,'ncl (I.V!'1~f, 111~'. (iel.llJl,): ~~ tlLJY!, rn j'~l 

n ') reI, ;' i' ." J 1 II r J 1 (' , i t 11 c f!.,-, t t ., , f 



1 i 

'fH E government of oUl'fcl"cs arpears to be con ... 

ftdcrcd by fcripture, as the lid1- mark of grcatnefs. 
" lIe, faith the wife man, that is flow to anger, is 

better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his fpirit, 

than he that taketh a city." This dominion o,rer 

ourfelvei implies not only a connant fuppreffion of 
the angry, the envious and rcrentfu~ paffions, but 

alfC' a rcfi f1 ancc) an tlJniforrrl alld conn.ant refiftance 
to every impurc) unjun, intemperate, or Gnful in­
(;lin~lti()ll. .I t implies a watch.ful :lttcntion. to the .. 
nate of our minds, and a pOWfr to deny ourfelvrs, 

whenever our willies and our duty interfere, Thi~ 

conquefl is an c\'idenrc of real greatneCs, bccaufe it 
provcs our fupcriority to the firol'gc 1- feelings of 
the lluman heart, ~ltld c\ridcnccs t.hat ,ve can tri-

umph over an enemy of equal firength. equal pol­
icy, and equal advantages with ourfdves. 

TIl E good arc alwar~ great. The man who revcr­

.etlCCS tIle n E 1 'f Y ill 11is heart, all(l ,tV 110 cml)raccs the 

religion of the dcfi)i fcd and pcr[tcuted N azarene ~ 

proves himfclf fuperiour to the cafuifiry and th~ 
fnecrs of thoughtlcfs infidels. lIe i~ great enough 

10 a\"()\v an attacllJllcnt tr~ IllS Jllafter, lvhen others 

forfakc l)ilfl, arld Jrl~ltlifcfls himfclf to be tlbove the 
reI) l' () ~l r, he,,, ;,,, !l. (1 C~) n. t C J n }) t of a n1 is 1- 11 d IT i 11 g W 0 rId. . .. L' 
He proves t.hat he is great and "':i ft.·, becaufc he can 

look heyond prcfcnt to future and morc important 

oLy'FL" ;mel Ctm kcep undeI' his feet, and ,-iew with 

r; r~ (I i f i'c r c ,~1 C C "\ v 11 a t t 11 e '.v 0 r 1 (1 c Il c C 111 S as t 11 C m 011 ,. a I-
t,! a bI c· 

------_._-- -_.-
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uable good. He i;; ~rc.1t bCClUfc he JCt~ rightly. 
ac:cordin~ to ritner." and propriety; bceaufc he hon­
ours G () D, recommemL religion, and by thefe 
means doe~ good to hi.) Llmil)" to ('ociety, and the 

world. IIi:) n:ljgion tCJrhcs anLl induces hifn to 

praflifc f)'mpathy with the ~irniacd) ann charity 
to the poor; it enforces upon him itnp:ntial jllfiice 
and Hrin ridciity to all men, and renders him tem­

per.liT, decent awl clp'CC'Jblc in his own pcr['()n. 

Religion oblig::"; u; to itnpro\"(~ our timc alid to cul­
t i \. ate a 11 ~ ~ 1 t: t: t 1 C 11 t ~~, a 11 d \ V 11 c r (' i t. i s fc 1 t i!1 its p () \\. e I , 

i t e {fe El s ~ 1 ! 1 a t ~ c n t i ~ -' t 1 toe \. C r \. t J 1 i 11 ~ ,\ .. 1-1 i C 11 C a 11 (] i g -
.I '-..,,1 

TR tT L it is tl1Jt tIle ,\p()rI(1 itl gCllcral (1() 11()t (~()n .. 

fid~r pidy or rdi~ion) as indifpl'nrtlblr to Rrcatlld~. 

But nill a brief conliJeration of the importance of 

mor;t!ity ;l11d vir/lIe io focicty, WIll fhew us the jur­
tic (' () f t 11 C ~ 1 1) ( ) ,.~ · c r e f11 (l r k s • l., eta mat 1 , ('1 c fl i t 11 t (~ 0 f 

~ 

priY1ci})lc, 1)(' ctlflttcd ,vitll 11tlC[)!11nI~)n talents, or iil-

'\"cficu with grclt rirhes aad power, and how tnuch 

injury will he do! ,re are to c-..:pcEl n()thin~ from 

him but violence, orrlrdlion, and lawkrs indul­
f, C 1 ] C (', a 11 J l! i~) e ~~ :11 rl I) 1 C j ~; C C) 11 t ~ 1 ~ i ~ tl S t 0 a 11 ~ 1 r (") t1 J 1 d 
~lil1l. H~ j-; a E'ourgl~ and a rurk to f(~!.ic:tr, and 

'when J1C dies. thr. i\'orid rejoice:; th~t it is freed fro111 
(lIlf~ or it:- bltnlen~;. A man} ddlitult· of religion 

;1I1d Illor.tiily. a man who indulges his paflion,~ with­

out control, wI10 i . ..; withnut p:i;lCipic in his mind, 
:.nd \dlO j" dt:banch('d in his life, docs not ('nj~)y the 



• 

}'evel'ence of tnankind, nor will they agree to call 

him great. 

R F. A L religion is indeed real gredtnd:'i, and is the 
true dignity.of rn~n; but it tnay with reafon be ob. 
fcrved, that eminence in the chrifiian virtues, as 

well as fome fupcriority in moral faculties, if not in 
external cirr.umflancrs, are neccffary to confiitute 

greatllcfs of charaCter. The mild virtues of chrifl:i­
anity may fubfifl in the heart, and fhine in the life 
of a man who is not, in other refpefls, fuperiour to 
llis fellow 111(,11. .\ 

T II E r. r: is a great difference, we know, in the fac­
ulties ()f nla11killd. illlt \\·11el1ce this difference a,­

rifes, except from tllc ,viII of the D :': IT Y', lvhether 

from climate, the formation of the boOdy, or the pe­
culiar qualities of our parent~, has not yet been de­
termined. Th(; facul t-ics of fome men ai-e weak; 

they du not appear capable of receiving, comparing, 
·or recollecting iclc:1[-;. Otllcrs arc endued with 

'-' 

firong and vigorous minds, and every thing within 
the ken of human knowlcoge, appears to be eafily 
attained, and faithfully remembered by them. 

Some perr.Jtls arc plaeed by providence in fituations 

favourable tp expand their faculties; while otb~rs 
arc depreIfed by the hand of puverty and difcour­
agcmcnt, iu as dfcC!nally to cramp their powers, 

and nip in the bud the blofl()ming genius. Certain 

fithations are neccO;li)' to cdl ont nlCIl'$ exertions, 

~.rl (.1 (1 i {(. 0,· (' r t 1) r C~: t (' !1 t () f t J 1 t' i r ( .• )) a cit i (' ';, () t} 1 c r\\' i f e 
l-

i ')ey 
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tbey will lie dorma.nt .. ,an~ never make their appear ... 
ancc. A wartn and genial influence mull: aroufe 
the latent faculties, and prove what fruit they are 
capable of producing. Perhaps Newton and Lockr, 
had they been educated at the plow, and compelled 
by ,poverty to labour for their 1upport, would have 
defcended to the grave, undiflinguiLhed and un­
known, like other peafants. And perhaps in the 
mcanefl: walks of life there exift men, who. if they 
were !1rl)perly called out, would fhine with diftin­
gUilbt.d ,1.ufire as philofophcrs, ftateflnen and heroes. 

lhl l' liluch~ very much, depends upon the man. 
r:,:: ~ll \Vi'lC!l we l'!lUrO\'e our abilities and advan-

"" 
7 1ge;" fur It.! the iio,tdlc.£tual as well as moral world, 
.;: ) . . t 1 , {':I 11 b· b f h· ,. to, I.llm t"Jat .~\l,.~!,L~ lGal ~ glven, ut rom 1m 
l'J h;cb hu!".h Ilf,t ttiil;1 b~ taken away even that which 
he ftemctI.I to ha'F.: 4 • , GOD almighty places us 
~Ii piirticui(~ r fHuat~ul.::'t, and furnifhcs us with op~ 
portu!lities of eXertIng OU!" faculties, but we exercife 

ChU own v!)JitioH :on improving them. Diligence, 

inclufiry, and ;;tt:cnLion~ will often render men of 
!low and nC:lrrow facnities cc grezt." Such perfons 
frcquentl'Y oudlrip thole or livelier fancies and more 

brilli:lI1t talents, who think tbat they have no need 

, f)t exertion or rlil~gfece, ber.:auft:: they have a native 

f1..~.rLJ withIn thetT~. competent to every demand. 
T:l;lt nI3~'~ ,is grc~t, who, fre,m [mall beginnings, by 
his indun ry~ his dil;gencc, and prudence, rifes to 

~~Yl;~fel fitl 1uaning or hon.orary difiinElion in t11e 
!1':~.(1:; of fcicl1ce~ II ~ 
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H It is a &:eat man, who, with patriotick fervor, re-
fins ftrong temptations from wealth, power or hon .. 
or, and boldly efpoufes the caufe of mankind. It 
is great to refi n there allurements fo fafcinating to 

mankind in aencra1. I t is great to have the bofom 
b " 

warmed with the love of our country, to facrifice 
our own profpeCls to publick emoluments, to con­
tribute by our felf denial,. by our own counfcls or 

arms, by our whole energies, to emanCipate men 
from {lavery, and [ecure the bappinefs of millions, 

who (f are yet to be born/' Such patriotifin affords 

the puren delight to the human hreaiL I t elevates 
our profpe8s in this world, and death itfclf is n'ot 
(0 painful, when we confider that we lea;re behintl 

us the "good name, which is a~ precious oint­
ment," . and that future generations £lull " rife up 
and call us blelfed." 

TIlE complaifance, or rather the faIfe judgment 
of the lvorld, hath induced them to call tl10fe \VllO 

arc affluent in their circumfiances, and who can 

thus procure to thcmfclves better accommodations, 

and more refined enjoyment$ than their neighbours, 
great men. But, although the goods <,>f fortune ar~ 
not to be defpifed, for they are valuable as they give 

us opportunity to honour GOD, and make m=tnkind : 
happy; yet no wife man will fuppor: !hat they 
give him any real greatncfs, or raife him above thofe 

who, with lc[s property) have more wifdom or more 
,'irluc* 

1 " 
t • 
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I N there rcfpcCb men arc great during their livc$, 

but there is a period approaching upon everyone 

of the hutnan racc, which will try tht efficacy of our 

principles, and aifay the rcal \'alue of our charac­
ters. This period is death, and the manner in 

which we die, ~'ill throw a light or i11iHlc over our 

whole lives. The great man, the chriH.ian philo!:" 

ophci·, will difcover a fuperiority even to this for­

midable enemy, and will nlcct the king of terrors 

without apprehenfion, and with a calmncfs, fercn­

it)', and dignity, which {hall cvidence that he is not 

(( weak like other men." Death conquers all lnen, 

and he who conquers death, mun. neceffarily be 

gn~at. Delightful as well as affed.illg is it to fec 
fuch a man bidding a farewcl to the 'world, unap-

palled by thofe difirdIing circumflances which 

fhike terror into others, labouring to do good, CVCi~ 
in his Ian moments, and )riel(ling to tIle f;lt~ll flroke, 

only becaufe it is the will uf GOD, and becaufc it is 

inevitable. The rrincip1cs of chrinianity alone 
€an give us this fupcriority, and divert: death of its 

fling, for thcj alone hohl out to us the certainty of 

pardon for our fins) ana the glOl-:OUS proli)cCls of 

immortality. 

THE piClure drawn in this difcourlc, is a bright 

and plcafant C~le. Its traits are a~n~"able anu fJat- . 

tering to us, and we are ready to "call the grc.nt 

h*,,;py," and look up to them with cny}' ; but how 

mortifying is t~lC hit circumflance 1J1Cnti()nl~d, how 

1111 lrt if}'ing 
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mortifying is the renecl:ion, that great and U wife 
men die as well as the fool and brutilh perfon r" 
How humiliating to human pr~de is the idea, that 

none of tllCfc diftinEtions can avail us in the hour 
of death, but that the greatefi, the wifefi and beft of 

men mufi be weakened by difeafe, and conquered 

by death, as well as he who (( knows not his right 

hand from his left," and who "grinds at the mill" 
for his daily bread! But this we know to be the 
faa, for it is verified in daiJ y and mon affeaing 
inftances. ,\7here are the 11,eroes who ha,~c freed 
their country froin flavery, and broken the chains 

of opprcfiion) the lcgiflators who have laid the 

firong and permanent foundations of great and hap­

py flates; the philofophers who have arreRed the 
thunder of heatren in its conrfe, and taught us to 

invefiigate the laws and properties of nature; the 

nlOralifts who have defined the limits of right and 
wrong; and the patriarchs, the apofiles, the evan.­
gcliHs, who hayc made known to us the pardon, 

the light and immortality of the gofpel ?-TheyaT '! 

.c gone the way whence they fuall not return!" 
The clements which compofed their names only 
arc known to us, and their dufl is mixed with :om­

mon day! Univcrfal indeed arc the ravages of 

Death! He is no cc rcfpcCler of per{ons," and he 

vifits, wit~ equal certainty and equal indifferen~e, 
• 
the fupcrb F:J.lace of the wealthy, and the humble 
cott~gc of the pcafant ! 

C Wiry 

---------~----------------
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WHY are thefe things fo P Why doth II deatb 
p~f8 upon all men," and tbus indilcrinlinately draw 
within its fatal vortex, every thing that hath life ~ 
It is fo ordered to ·{he~r that a future Rate iliall fue ... 
(eed to the prefent, as men die before they reap the 

rewards, or exp~ricnce the confequences of their ac­

tions in the prefellt w01:1! It is to reprefs the toW'~ 

ering thoughts of hu:man vanity; to difplay the 
fovcreignty of GO 0, and the frailty of man; to 

quicken us with the greatcft ~arnen.nefs, to feek an 
interen in f utur~ and more importallt bleffings j to 

Jl!lrttlre us in tIle [chool of affiiaion, and to {hew UI 

th~~fin is lnteful above all things in the fight of 
GOD. 

LET the confideration, I obferve by way of im­
provement, of human great ners, lead us to admir¢ 

the goodneCs of GOD, in bellowing ruch faculties, 
opportunities, and advantages upon men. The 

divine influence is the rource of all things, good 
and .~~r~at in Jnan. "Every good gift and e\'cry 

pelfect gift cometh down from the father of lights. 
\\~ith whom is no variablenefs, nor fhado\\J' of turn-... 

ing." \Ve arc finrul and unprofitable creature~, 

but his cc gentlenefs ha~ m~de us great." Hc i~ 

Cf the father of our fvirits and the former of our 
bodies." lIe hath implanted" a fpirit in ll1an, and 
his infpiratioll hath given us underflanding." To 
his fr<~e grace we nlay 3[cribc all th~t we now areJ 

and all that we hope hcrL~r·l'r to be. Let our at .. 
. 

talnmcnt. 
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tainments in virtu,. in &..:ience, in rank, or in prop .. 

erty, be what they may, Rill we muff afcribe them 

to tlim· " in wllom \\Yc live, and move, and ha"e our 

being." 

T Ii' I S refleaion, with a fenre of our mortality, 

fhould conflantly keep us humble, and pr~vent U~ 

from " thinking more highly of ourfclves than we 
ought to think." For, with the nlman. propriety 
alks the apoftle, rr who maketh thee to differ fronl 

an()ther ? and lvl1at hall tl10U that tllOU clidft. not 

receive? now, if thou didfl receive it, why daft thou 

glory as if thou hadll not receivt.~d it? "Thus faith 
the LORD, let not the wife man g~ory in his wifdom, 

neither let the mighty man glory in his might; 
let riot the rich man glory in his riches, but let hiln 
that glorieth glory in this, that he :knoweth and un ... 
derftandeth me." 

. C ~ :& A T men arc' ufeful to the world. Thore l\'&O 

aU tInder the influence of relfgion, and who are 

exemplary in their deportolcnt, recommend. the 
chri1lian profeffion, and induce others to embrace 

it. Their precepts and their example introduce the 
fc)cial ,lllCl relative virtues, and tI1US il1fcreafe the 

fum of private happinefs. Patriots are hleffings to 
their country, and good lulcrs are as the ({ n1ield~ 

{')f the earth." 'Men of elc\"atc(l nations and afflu ... 
ent fortunes, who conduct with wifdom, dignity and 

prudcnce, filinc with peculiar lufire, and warm, 

whiJe they blefs, an within theit, cirde.'. 

TC 
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'l~O COD thell let Ul be thankful w llen he rai(c!~ 

up fuch perfons to d~ lSood to individuals and uur 

country; and let us be properly affeaed when they 

are taken away from us. Good and great men arc, 

the pride, the ornament, and the defence of their 

country. They are cc the chariots of 1 fracl and I.he 

110rfemen thereof." And 1\ hen it pleafcth U the 

LORD of hoffs to take away from Judah and Jeru­

falem, the judge and the prophet, and the prudent 

and the ancient, the honorable man and the coun-, 

fellor/' deep fenfibility and humble grief arc proper 

~xercifes for our minds. 'Vhen (( a prince and a 
great man falls in Ifracl," it becomes us to fay with 

the pfalmifi, (I For we are confunlcd by thine anger" 

and by thy wrath are we troubled. Return, 0 
I, ~ R D) how long? and let it repent thee concern­

i'ng thy fervants. 0 fatisfy us early wit~ thy mercy, 

that we may be glad, and rejoice all our days. 

Make us glad according to the days wherein tllOU 

ball: affiiCled us and the years wherein we have feen 

evil. Let thy work appear unto thy fe-rvants, and 

thy glory unto their children, and let the beauty of 

the LORD ()ur GOD be upon tlS." 

THESE; my brethren, are the duties which we are 

t:his day called to perform. The death of the 11011 • 
• 

1\1r. Bo W DI)I N is one of thofe difpcnfations of 

pr{)vidcnce , which ought to awaken our attention to 
the vanity of the world, and the uncertainty of its 
~ 

'ltefi cnjoynlCnls. It 1hould excite us, Itt our fia-
fion 
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non and circl1lltfiances be what thr:y rna}', to attend 
to the "one thing needful. " Ie The fafhion of th i. 
world is palling awny." n We have hcrC' no contin. 
uing city, let us then reek one to come, a city which 
hath foundations, '\ .. hore builder and maker is G'O D." 

, T II E charaClcr of this great man has been alread'l 
faithfully drawn, and is now under the publick eye. 
1~here is no need of my adding to it. But were this 
my praCtice, and were there propriety in culogium~ 
ft·om the pulpit, I hayc anticipated rnyfelf. In the~ 

pan difcourfe I have drawn his character, for he' 
was the great man defcribed by it. Ife feared GO D i 

he believed, profeffed, and practiCed the religion of' 
J .E sus ell R 1ST. His family, his friends, the church' 
ef GOD, can tcllify how punaually he difcharged 

the private and publick duties of religion; hoW' con­

Rant he l\~as in the obfervance. of family devotion; 

how confcientious in keeping l)()ly the chrifiian fab­

bath, and hoW' unvaried in hi:'> attendance upon tht'.' 
duties of GOO'S houfe and table., 'I'llefe offices of 

'. 
religion he evidently performed with that reverence, 

which we fhouId always feel under the immediate 
eye of GOD. Jfis religion was rational, uniform, 
and energetick; it led him to be jufi and generous 

to his fellow men; it induced him to patronize ev­
ory uCcful publick inflitution, and luade him tender 

but manly, affeclionatc but wi!~, as an hufband, il 

parent, a maner, and a friend. Religion flrongly 
mclrked llis \V ll()lc ella ratter in life j it cllablcd llitn' 

t:~ 
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to bear, with fingldar fortitude and patiei1ce~ a long 
and difhdJing illnefs, and it finally ftrewe:d cc the 
qark valley of the {hadow of death" with flowers, 
and enabled him to triumph over this grand enemy 
to the lluman race. 

HE was (( great" in the faculties of his mind, and I 

he improved with fingular diligcnf:e and induftry, 

the advantages which 00 D had. given him; fa that 
Wl. adluired, in his character, the man of fcicnce and. 

the philofopher, as well as the polite man and the 
(hriLlian. He merited the approbation of his 
country, from his patriotick exertions in the period 
of its diftrefs; he was favoured by his fellow citi~ 
zens with their warm eftecm, and he was repeatedly 

invefted with their higheft honours. Under there 

honours, and amidfl the flattering ditlinaions given 

him by feveral illuftrious literary focieties, at home 
and abroad, he conducted with that decent but fin .. 

cere humility, which proved him to be truly a great 
man. He \vas affiuent, and he u[ed his affiucnccto 
the heR purpofes, for I perfonally knoW' that his 

charities were abundant and extenfive, tnuch more 

fo than many perfons have imagined. His religion 
was without oftentation, his learning without ped. 
antry, and his dignity without pride. He liv~d an 

amiable, ufeful and honorable life, and he died a 

~alm and peaceful death. H Mark the perfect man 
and behold the upright, for the cnd of that maD is 
peace. " 
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WITH his bereaved family this' whole affembly 
will deeply fympathize. Cordially do we willi to 
each of them, the fupports and confolatiolls of the 
religion of C H 'R 1ST. They cannot forget his amia. 
ble example and his excellent precepts. They will, 
we iincerely hope, imitate his virtues, liflen to his 
dying counfels, and conduB: in fuch a manner as 
that they may finally meet him in a better world, 
ao pa.rt no Ulore forever ! 

Tn IS church of our LO RD may upon this occafion~ 
with great propriety, adopt the exclamation of th¢ 

pfalmifi, and fay, " Help, LO R D, for the godly man 

ceafeth, the faithful fail from among the children 
of men." Our numbers are confiantly decreafing. 

Let us be humbled before Ollr maker undrr his 
frequent rebukes, and pray earnefily to COD that 
he would raife up others to fill our vacant places, 

and, like our departed brother, to U adorn the doc­
trine of GOD our Saviour in all things." 

MAY the learned and humane focieties, over 
which Mr. BOWDOIN prefided, flourifh and in­
creafe! May their ufeful and charitable exertions 

be attended with a divine bleffing! And, while the 
death of their prefident reminds them that the 
" time is fhort," let them be excited to redeem the 

fhort portion of it which remains, and not be weary 
in their attempts to advance human kno,.~ledge, 
~nd. mitigate human calamity_ 

I ~ 



1 T is certainly right for the minifler' of C H R H T 

to make ufc of the teflimonies of fuch a great man 

as W~! now lament in favour of religion, for its ene ... 
lnies arc dcfirous of making Ui believe that all wife 

and great mcn doubt its truth, and fcruple its influ­

~ncc. It is the joy of my heart that I can now 

bring the living and dying tefiimony of the lata 

~1r. Bo \V 1) 0 I N to the trut}l and cxcellencv of the 
.,I 

religion of CHRIST; and I trurt that yea will not 

eflecm my adducing this tcnimony~ which may be 

fo u[t:ful~ as improper or redundant. fIe embraced 

chrifliJ.nity in confequence of firiCl: examination 
and ferious conviction. I Ie mentioned, during hi~ 
lall fickne(~, that the perufal of" Biihop BUTLER'S 

,Analogy" had been of great ufe to him in fJtisfying 
his doubts, and confirming his nlind upon this ful:--
jrCl. cc From the lime of my reading that book, 

f3icl llr, I [Jave been an ]lumblc fol)()wer of t11e 

bldTed J ES u,s," I-lis il1nc{s did not for a long time 

;affcEl: his fearOn, nor \\~e, Kefl llis mind, fo that he' 
exprdfcd, in flrong but humble terms, his fenfe of 

the bcnefit of affliCtions, the efficacy of chrifiian 

principles alone to fl.1ppoi.t tpe mind under them, 

dnd the importance of reL:gion to our prefent peace 

and future happiner.~. His hope was fixed (( upon 

the foundation of the apo1.Ucs and prophets, J E sus 
t: H R 1ST himfelf being t:1C chief corner none," and 
~t '1,vas an anchor ttl his [ou:, fure and 11edfafl, cl1tcr­

ing into that within the veil. In his dying addrdfcs 
t_ 
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to his family and fcrvanis, he recol'I1Imendcd religion 
\ 

to them above all thinf~s j and arfured them that it 
was the only foundation of peace and happinefs in 

, . 

life and death. IIis profpeCls of immortality were 
bright and glorious, for when he apprehended his 
diffolution to be approaching, he expreffed his fatis­

faflion in the thought, that he was " going to'. the 
full enj\Jyment of GOD and his Redeemer. H Thefe 
declarations were not occafioned by the debility of 
mind, which weaknefs of body fometi~es occafions. 

\Vhen he made them" he appeared to his phyficians 
and friends to he in the full exercife of his faculties. 
His mind was colleC1ed and calm, and he retained 
that fenre of propriety, and that dignity of deport..;. 
merit, for which he was rem.arkable in his full 
health. 

I . 

THE tefiimony of fa dignified a charaEler to th6 

truth and excellency of religionJ> will, I trun, have a 

proper effeCl: upon thore who indulge themfclves in 
fceptical doubts, a~d who fearch for no evidence, ex­

cept fnch as will confirm them in thofe doubts. Let 

them examine both fides of this important queflion. 
Let them be car",f41 that the fafhionable liberality 
of the prefent day, which has rub'flituted juflice and 

charity to our fellow Inen, in the place of piety to-
wards COD, and the faith, repentance and obedi­
ence which the gofpel requircs~let theln be careful, 
I .fay, that this liberality does not render them in~ 
cliq-erent as to fo intercfiing a 'lurfiion.· But let 

1) t henl 
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them {earch, examine. and IHlen, Cf for it is their 
life." lIappy fhould I be, if the detail now made, 
by which my late excellent frien~ yet fpeaketh, 
might ha,;e fuch an effeB:, and thus add to the han .. 

or of C II R 1ST and the, happinefs of m~nkind_ 

. ALL human greatnefs, my brethren, is fading faa· 
away. The men who now aa the mon important 
part~ upon the theatre of the world; and who have 
been the friends, tl1e fa\,iours atld· benefaEtors of 
their country, mull foen "go the way whence they 
JhaU not return," and '~the places that now know 

tllem lhall kno\v them no more 4 " (( The l1e,1\PCnS 

{hall foon pafs away as a fcroll, and the elements 
lhall melt with fcrvetlt heat. The earth and the 
things that are therein {hall be burnt up." The 

monuments of human pride and magnificence, 
~:l1l, in th;1t day, fall to the ground. (C The fun 
'fllall b~come black as fackcloth of hair, and th{" 

moon {hall beCOIne as blood, and the fiars of heaven 
{hall fall, as'afig tree fllcddet.h her untimely figs." 

TI~en the great objeB: of folicititde with mankind 
will be, that 'tl-iey ~ay experience' Hie pardoning 
mercy of coo, and' be admittc'd to the enjoyment of 
,heaven and glory- And while the wicked (C can 
, 

tlpOn the rocI{s and moutltains t() fall" alld COJlceal 

them from the ,-iew of C~ him whom they have 
pierced;" they who cc have wanled their robes and 

111(lcle tllcm \v hite ;11 tIle bloo(l ()f t]lC lamb," fila1l 
b~ fH:know lcdgcd ;lS the children of COD, and the 

heirs 
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heirs of heaven" They 1hall enter upon the enjoy­
ment of perfea and endkfs happ:r."'(~.t ~~C! tbey 
(hall behold the face of their gloriuns maner, and 
l"cfleB: his brightncfs through endlefs ages. 

AND now unto him who is able to benow upon U3 

this blclfednefs; unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invifiblc, the cnly wife GOD, be afcribed all might 
Plajefiy and dominion, both now and forever, 

A MEN. 

. . ~- ... .. ~ ". -. 
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Tne followi1lg C H A RAe T E R 'was written h:l 
another hand, and was publijhed i'n the HERALD 

oj FREEDOM, printed in BOSTO'~~ if Nov(!m-. 
ber 9th, 1790 • ' 

ON Saturday nlorning laft, at one o'clock) 
Death, with inexorable hand, furnmoned to the 

world of fpirits, the very much refpcCled and highly 
reveredcharaEler, the Hon. JAMES BO\VDOIN, 
Efq. late Governor of this Commonwealth. 

J F native genius, embellilhed with all the orna­

tnents of polite learning; if deep rcfcarches into 
the nature and principles of philofophy, and of the 

arts and fciences in general; if a profound knowl­
edge of governlDcnt, and the politics of his c:oun­
try; if the love and efteem of his fellow citizens 
,lnd of the literati of the world, l:rom an exter.5ve 

reputation i if the prayers of the poor and needy, 

to \vhom he beft{Jwf!d w'ith a filellt, but a liberal 
hand ; if t.he tears of his relatiolls and ho'ufhold; 
if the ardent willies of his particular friends, and of 
all who knew him; if finccrc and unaffeaed piety 
and religien, added to the mon exemplary lnorali­
ty, from earlieR youth, could have emancipated 

from the grave any charaUer, this truly dignified 
one lVOllld have never taRed dea.th: But" it is ap-­
pointed fl)r :l' ~ men once to die. U 



·. N a trait iQ, his Ch31'atler lvas perhaps lnore dif. 
linguifll(:d than his lail, his I> E .\ T H :-Ill(pil'cd by 

religion, anu upheld by the Father of Mercies, he 
, 

~ndurcd a m.oft painful fickncfs, with the greaten 

firrr.nefs and patience, and recei"cd the {hoke of 
dClth with a (llmnefs, a refignation and compof­

urf', tl1at nlarkccl '"rrIE TH.UI.\" (;REA'r A~~D C()Ol) 

!-1 AN. "Thus has died, if not the prid.r, at lean, one 

flf the brighten: ornan~(,llts of his country and of 

hUlllcltl nature, 

(;Oy"ERNOlt BCIPDOI":', t.o tIll! 110tl()11'rof lIar .. 

l.lru Colkg(", l\';15 educated at that femillary of . 
learning: and 10 highly was he diflinguifhed for 

his aoilitics, tlut at a very early age. he was chofen a 

:({eprc{entati\'c to the Gcnerl1 Court, by the town 
of Borton; and l\YJ.) C()ntillllccl ill tl1at office· llt1~il 

Ill! was rCl110\"cd to tIle Council I~oarcJ, ,vIlcrc il~ 

fervecl with great repntation, until negatived hy 

(; o\rCrl1()rS Ii.\ ~{ N l\ It 1) al1d G A (; E, for his dccidc(I 

ClllCl able oppofitic)n to Britifil meafurcs. I-Ie took 

a diflinguiillcu part. in th~ revolution. ha'\'in~ been 
r'rcudent of the Courlcil of tl1is nate for ~1 number 

of years during the nrar; was Prefidcnt of the Con", 

vctltion that formccl tIle fiate Cot1f1illlti(}tl, a-nd fince 

th(! rc\tolution, l1C 11;is been Cm'Crtl()T ()f tIle C()m ... 

monwcalth. He died Prcficlent of the i\cadcmy 

()f i\rts arl(l Sciences, in tl1is flate; 11 rc fidcrlt of tIle 

Humane Society i Fellow of the Royal Societies of 

London .mel Dublin, lU1U of the Society of Arts i", 

G rcatlJrita ill, 
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Creatbritain, and alCo of otllt'r Literary SocictiesJ 

Loth in Europe and America; he was Douor of 
Laws in the Univerfities of Edinburgh and Cam­
bridge. 

N () Jl1an ,\~as more kno\\"n to tIle literati in all 
parts of the world: Few lllcn h,n'c contributed 
more Lo the general knowledge and improvement 

t)f llis C()Ul1trv. -
" ~VlF.[T PCJCC'1 and heav'nly hope, and hUlnble Joy, 
" I)ivincly beanl on his exalted fnul ; 

"I)cffruEtion Gilds and cro\\"ns hlIn for the Air.~, 
I( \,. j til iw.vn.lnluni~:able luf1rc l>ri~h t. " 

~ \ ~ • ,. r -. .... .:"...... itt1- .:- ~.. • ~ 
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