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JUDGES xviir. 7.

Then the frve men departed and came 1o Laifh, and [aw
the people that were therein, how thev dwelt carelefs,
after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and [xcure
and there was ne magifirate in the land, that might
put them to fhame n any thine ; and thev were far
from the Zidontans, and had no bufinc(s with any man.

ALL Scupture 1s wntten for our in-
itrution. It 1s intended not only to reveal to us the
purpofes of God’s mercy and the requifitions of his
will, but to {furnifh our minds with the wifdom which
1s profitable to dire€t us in the various fituations to
which by Providence we are called.  The hiftory of
the Bible contains a lively piGurc of human hfe and
manners. It paints the various teclings which agitate
the heart of man at different periods. Tt deferibes the
manner in which 1ndividuals and bodics of men have
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conduted in different circumftances. It points out
the motives of their condu&, and the coniequences
which refulted from it. And thus the word of Gop
furnifhes us with maxims of wi{dom, and leflons of ex-
perience, without our paying the dear price at which
they are fometimes purchafed. From this hiftory we
find that mankind have been much the fame in all
ages ; that the {ame paffions and principles have actu-
ated them all ; and that the fame effelts have gene-
rally refulted from the fame caufes.

MoperN philofophers are ready to fuppofe that
they have made great improvements in the knowledge
of mankind, and in the various {yftems by which hu-
man governments may be formed and fupported with
the moft happy fuccefs. But if we read the hiftory
of the Bible, we fhal! be ready to conclude with Sol-
omon, “ The thing that hath been, 1t is that which
fhall be ; and that which is done 1s that which fhall
be done ; and there 1s no new thing under the fun.”
In this hiftory we fhall find the fame general princi-
ples laid down which are now confidered as the ba-
iis of free and happy ftates, and the fame methods
prefcribed to preferve and increafe them when they
are formed. It 1s difficult to find any fituation now

to which there cannot be found fome parallel in the
{ucred volume.

THE maxim, “*hat it 1s neceflary in peace to pre-
pare for war,” 1s now adopted by every human gov-
ernment. Founded in reafon and good fenfe, this
maxim will be queftioned by no one who does not
doubt the lawfulnefs of war 1n all cafes. Ixperience
decides pofitively upon its truth, and the conduét of
mankind proves their convittion of its expediency.

And
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And a ftriking example of the truth of this maxim is
gwen us by the words of the text. The men of La-
iih were carclefs and fecure ; they had no order nor
governmeént ; they conﬁdered themfelves as at a dif-
tance from any enemy, and in no danger of an inva-
fion ; and thefe very caufes operated to incite the
Danites to invade them, and rendered their conqueft
eafy and certain.

“ La1su,” fay commentators,*  afterwards called
Cafarea Philippt, was placed 1n a very pleafant fitua-
tion between the rivers Jor and Dan, almoft at the foot
of mount Libanus. This town was the extreme bor-
der of Judea to the north, as Beerfheba was to the
fouth. The inhabitants dwelt after the manner of
the Zidomans. The aty of Zidon was nearly fur-
rounded by the fea ; it was {trongly fortified, and thus
its citizens felt perfeltly fecure. The Zidonians were
a very powerful people, and had little to dread frorm
any of the nations around them. This occafioned
them to fecl pcrfc&ly at eafe ; and the men of Laifh,
who were probably a colony frem Zidon, catched the
manners of the parent ftate, and without the fame rea-
{on felt the fame fecurity. They were diftant a day’s
journey from Zidon, which was {ufficient to prevent
them from receiving thence immediate affiftance and
fupport, in an attack fuddenly commenced and fin-
ithed. When the hiftory fays that they had no bui-
nefs with any man, 1t probably means that they did
not carry on trade and commerce with any people, and
lived entirely by themf{elves ; or elfe, that they had {o
little care of their fafety, and fo high an opinion of .
their own abilitics, as to {orm no 1« aoue or alli
with any other people

re
-
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Tax hiftory to which the text relates is briefly this :
The tribe of Dan had not conquered the whole por-
tion of land affigned to them in Canaan ; and being
firaitened for room, they determined, by a VIgorous
exertion, to procure to themieives the accommodation
which they needed. They atted prudently ard witely
in the profecution of this'defign ; for, they did not at
once commence an emigration without having any
certain objeét before them, but detached a {mall party
to find out a place adapted to their views, and a peo-
ple that could be eafily conquered. Laifh prefented
it{elf to them as calculated to anfwer both thefe pur-
pofes. The mectives which induced the children of
Dan to attack the place, and the reafons which made
the conqueft {o eafy, are briefly recounted 1n the re-
port of the fpies :—* Arife, that ye may go up againft
them ; for we have feen the land, and behold it 1s very
good : And are ye {till? Be not flothful to go and to
enter to pofiefs the land. When ye go, ye thall come
unto a people fecure, and to a large land ; for Gop hath
given it into your hands—a place where there is no
want of any thing that 1s in the carth.” The fertility
of the foil, and the pleafantnefs of the fituation, ani-
mated their wifhes to poffefs the land. The perfe&t
fecurity in which the people dwelt, and their total un-
preparedne(s to defend themfelves, calmed their fears
of any formidable refiftance. They came, they faw,

they conquered.  And the people of Laifh fell, a mel-
ancholy proof of the danger of f{ecurity, and a firiking
demontftration of the neceﬁity of preparing againft
violence and invafion, even in a time of the moft pro-

found peace, and at the great2ft diftance from any
encny.

Tirs
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Tu1s ieffon, {o frikingly delincated. in the hiftory
before us, is the leflon of the day. We are ncw met
in the houfe of Gop to afift the devotions of an an-
cient and refpectable military Corps, founded by our
anceftors, to guard againft the very error which proved
fatal to the exiftence and independence of Laifh. This
Corps was intended: as a nurfery for the officers who
{hould command the militia of the calony, and who
might thus train them up to ¢ fight for thewr brethremn,
their fons and their daughters, their wives and their
houfes.” Deeply as thefe good men were imprefled
with the peaceful religion of JEsus CurisT, they ftill
believed the lawfulnefs and: neceflity- of .defending the
liberty - and - property which Gop had given them.
Brave and hardy, like:the wildernefs which they fub-
dued, they could not-endluie the idea of yielding their
_mdependence even to the boldeft invader ;, and there-
fore by vigtlance and exertion, by order and difcipline,
they guarded agamﬁt the danger, or prepared them-
telves to repel it.  They founded therefore. this Com-
pany, in, which the principal men among them cheer-
tully ensolled themielves, and where the man who had
commanded armies did not feel his honor injured, or
his dignity impaired, by begng, commandsd in his turn.

TuE occifion therefore,‘ nd the fentnrnent of the
text, lead me, - K ‘

In the firft place, to remark upé‘;{ .the folly' which
a people difcever, and the danger to which they ex-
pole tl. l.emfelves, when they hve 1n a. I’cate of fec urity,
unpreparct +o refift an invafion, or defend themfehcs
againft the attacks of an enemy.

Bu 1 how are we to defend ourfelves when our couri-

try 15 1av MIL(I, and we are threatened with the lots of
B every

j
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every t%mg we hold dear, by the violence and fury of
an eneiny ? By declaring, with the honeft Quaker,

ia ‘vo wul not refit any force which may come
araint vs, becaunfe our holy religion forbids ws to
ﬁs‘ht ? By longand learned and critical orations up-

on the injaftice arid cruelty of invafior, and its incon-
fiftency with the nights of man-? S$hall we fend the
mmaifters nf-rc'l'igion to meet an army of invaders, and
to tell them that they are not doing 2s they would be
done by ; that they a&t-incanfiftently with the religion
of Cugrist, and that Gop will:punilh them for their
injuttice ? Or, hall we fpread out our- fupplicating
hands to them, -and beg them not to thed brethren’s
blood, mor deprive us-of the liberty, the pmperty‘ and
midependence which Gon has beftowed upon us, and
whick wie defire to tranfinit to our children ?

- WERrE all mankind a@uated by the pea efuf relig-
ion of Jisus Carist (as they will be at fome fumrc
period) then-tlafe methods would be effe&irdl; "but
under the préfent circamftances of human nature they
would be the fubje only of derifion. ‘So'deeply is
the human heart depraved, fo ftrongly do ferocious
pathions operate upon mankind, as that the il fmall
voice of reafon and rehigion cannot be heard. 'The
loud calls of ambiticn and avarice drown their feeble
whifpers, and a torrent of violence and oppreflion
{weep away their warmeft advocates.

Ix thefe circumftances, our only method is to refift
force with force, to reprefs the violence which we do
not provoke, and to let men kuow that we will defend
with our lives the liberty and the haprn efs which
Gop has given us.

Bur it is ftrange, fome will obferve, that do&rines
of this nature fhould be preached by a minifter of
peace,
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neace, who profeffes a reigion which brcatl* — um
warmcﬁ benevolence, and te2 2chet_Lankind to hve trad
iove as brethren ! Our maftes, will they fa.y, “ came
not to deftroy wmen’s lives, but to f{ave them ;” he
) {fnéﬂy pr ohxbxtsfvery degme .of wrarh and envy, and
enjoins us to follow pesce with all men.”

THE jawfulnefs of defenfive war has been fo often
proved from this place, upon thefe occafions, as that
many obfervations upon the fubje&t will be needlefs.
We muft take mankind as they are, becaute they will
not be what they ought. We know that there are
men, and many men, who are totally deftitute of
moral prmcxpi and care not whom they wound or
deftroy, if they can enrich and aggrandize themfelves.
We know that there are nations who wifh to affume
univerfal authority, and {ubjugate their neighbours ta
their will.  Can any man, in the exercife of common
fenfe and reafon, fuppofe that the Gofpel prohibits us
to refift fuch violence ? Am I obliged to deliver my
purfe to an hohwayman, or my life to a murderer,
when I am able to defend myfelf ? Docs the religion
of CHRIST enjoin its votaries to fubmit to the vio-
lence of the firft ruffian nation which will attack them;
to give up their liberty, and the liberty of their chil-
dren, to thofe who would make them ¢ hewers of wood
and drawers of water ?"” If my brother, agitated with
a delirrum, attempts to injure me, or take away my
life, am I to yield myfelf a quiet vicim to his diftrac-
tion? Thefe queftions carry their own anfwer with
them, and muft ftrike conviétion to every unpreju-
diced mind ; for to act in this manner will be to pre-
fent our throatc to the butcher, and to court our own
deftruction. |

" WARS
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W ARs undertaken to gratify the luft of power, dif-
ferences excited by thofe ¢ lufts from whence come
wars and fightings among men,” are decidedly con-
trary to the law of G.p.  Esery good rnan mourns
over thofe fatai contentions where lundria bloed is
fhed ; and where brethren of the tfame-{ariily, children
of the fame tather ¢ bite and devour one another.”
But where a people contend not for glory or conqueft ;
where they take every method to avoid an alternatn ¢
fo difagreeable ; yet where they cannot preferve thei
lives, t ‘)Plr hbe*txes, their eftates and their relzglon,
without “ refifting unto blood,” they are to do fo. I
thev do 1t not, they offend againft Gop, and volun-
tarily facrifice the birthright which he has given them.
Gop of old commanded his people to refift fuch at-
tempts, and to make war upon thofe who attacked
them ; and would he have done this had war been un-
lawful in all cafes, and direé&ly contrary to the nature

and reafon of things ? I am aware that he permitted
many things under former difpenfations “ becaufe of
the hardnefs of men’s hearts,” becaufc the ftate of hu-
man nature would not permit them to be different
but then he never exprefsly enjoined men to do what
was morally wrong ? War he has enjoined ; and Me-
roz was curfed by divine command, becaufe they

““ came not tc the help of the Lorp, to the Lelp of
the i.orp againft the mighty.”

Ir 1t 1s lawful thus to defend ourfelves, and if we
have reafon to expect the divine protection and fup-
port only 11 the ufe of proper means, then it is cer-
tunly wrong to negle&t theic means, and to live in a
{tate of fupineness and fecurity ; becaufe difcipline and
military knowledge are abfclutely neceflary to fuccefs-
ful war; and fuch ditcipline cannot be attained at

once.
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once. All knowledge 15 progreffive, and military fkill
15 to be acquired in the fame way, by the fame cxer-
tions and perfeverance which make us eminent in any
otker {cience. 'True it s, that native bravery and ar-
dent erthufiziin will do much to animate men to he-

roic deeds 1:: defence of their country ; but with how
much greater advantage do thefe principles operate,
when they are. temp pered with difcretion, and guided
by experience ! Tlu firft 1s the courage of a maftiff,
who fhuts his eyes, and runs inte the very jaws of de-
{ftru&tion, but who fometimes bears all before him ;

the fecond 1s the fortitude of a man, who knows the
nature of his object, and the means by which it may
be accomplifhed. A nation free and brave cannot be
conquered ; but its defence muft coft more.dearly,
and 1ts diftrefles muft be greatly protracted, if its fub-
jects are not acquainted with the art of war.  Abfurd
and foolith then it 1s, for any people to live in fecurity,
to flatter themiclves that their tranquillity fhall not be
interrupted, and to remain ignorant of military difci-
pline! They ac& unwifely when they do not learn the
art of detending themfeclves, until that defence 1s im-
mediately neceflary ; and when tl. .y truft to their ene-
'\w's beating them 1nto fkill, and inftructing them to

be foldiers, as the ¢ men of Succoth were taught with
kriers and thorns.”

It 1s certainly unwife, again, for a people to live in
fecurity, without preparing againft invafion until that
wvation takes place, bocaufe exertions for detence {ud-
denlvy made will not be fo effectual, nor anfwer the
fame purpofe with thole which are made coolly and
with time. If fortrefles are fuddenly eredted, they will
want ftrength and firmnefs. It an army s raifed,

and they are calkd to ﬁght before they have been 1n-

ﬂ.t ULLLd
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ftrutted in the figlt rudiments of war, they will proba-
bly be defeated. Hafte 1s no friend to wife counfels
or to effeftual defence. The fpur of the occafion
may animate to vigorous exertions for a fhort time,
and defpair may lead a rude and undifciplined multi-
tude to do wonderful things ; but their violence will
foon put them out of breath, and a cool and wary en-
emy will be able gradually to defeat and difperfe
them. In thefe cafes, as in all others, fkill and knowl-
edge will make hard things eafy, and will fave muck
labour and pains. By a wife and judicious mode of
defence, not haftily adopted, but carefully adjufted in
all its various parts, much damagc may be prevented,
and many valuable lives may be faved. What wife
people then will negle®t, even in the bofom of tran-
quillity, to guard againft every furprife, and prepare
themfelves to refift the firft bold intruder who may
attack them |

No peorle can have any ground for fecurity while
they are deftitute of the means of defence. They lie
open to every danger, and are liable to be infulted,
abufed and conquered, by any nation which may
think them worthy of their attention. Such a ftate
ought to excite alarm, and no people fhould be eafy
while they are expofed to danger fo imminent. But

their hitleflnefs, like that of a man in a lethargy, com-
monly increafes with their difeafe, and generally ter-
minates in the death of their liberty.

Bu T, preparations made in peate, and an ability to
refift invafion are, thirdly, the moft efteCtual means to
prevent it.  Their neighbours will efteem it madnefs
and folly to expofe themfelves to fuch a formidable
refiftance ; and a people thus prepared and dnlcnplmcﬁ

Wi
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«will be an objet, not only of veneration, but of fear.
Marauders, tyrants who with to carry their defpotifm
into foreign countries, or to fatten on their {peils, will
not choofe for their objetts thofe hardy and fkilful
nations, who ftand ready to defend themfelves amd
their country. Such raen will look, as did the tribe
of Dan, for fome people who dwell quret and fecure,
without vigilance, without difcipline or the means of
refiftance.  Such a people court invafion, they invite
an attack, and beckon to thofe who delight m fpail to
< come and take away their place and nation.™  Wary
and pradent' commanders will confider long before
thev attack a fortrefs ftrongly fortified and well gar-
rifoned ; ‘and they will count the coft before they 1n-
vade a country whofe inhabitants are all trained to dif-
cipline, and “know how to ufe the fword and the
bow.” . But the weaknefs of 2 fortrefs, the 1 1gnorance
ar fecunty of a people, mark them as proper fubjeéts
to be attacked and conquered.

RespEcTABILITY always attends the nglancu
and difcipline which I am recommending. 1t is 2
proof of wifdom to look forward and prepare for futu-
rity, to guard againft any danger which may arife, and
to provide remedies for every difafter which may hap-
pen. Such conduét is a proof of a healthy znd vig-
orous ftate ; it difcovers energy in council, and an
claftic well braced government. This people will
ftand high in the eftimation of the world. Their al-
liance will be courted, and this will give them new
{trength and new defences. 'The (aying of our Lord,
alluding however to a more importart circuniftance,
will in this cafe be fully accomplithed—* Unto him
that hath thall be given, and he fhall kave abundance,
but from him that hath not fhall be taken even that
- which he {eemetis to have.” |  Tuc
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THE hiftory of mankind sl furnifth us with num.
berle(s inftances wherein the truth of thefe obferva-
tions has been exemplified. Scarcely a page of this
hiftory can be opened which does not contain full con-
vidtion of it. But we need not go from our own age
or our own times to find this convi€tion. The people
‘of America have proved it to the world, and have
reaped the happy confequences of vigilance and difci-
pline, as well as of perfonal bravery. ~ At the com-
mencement of our late controverfy with one of the
moft formidable nations upon earth, we: had not the
means of defence which other nations -enjoy.” We
were: w1thout ammunition, without money, and with-
out allies ; but we had an hardy yeomanry, zealous in
the caufe of liberty, and verfed from their infancy in
the ufe of arms, Every man had been more or lefs
trained and dxlcxplincd;,and we had a.general ac-
quaintance with military {cience. We proved the
henefit of this preparation, when we met the embat-
tled legions of Britain, and {pread terror through hofts
commanded by their ableft Generals.  The hexghts
of Charleftown witneffed the bravery of cur citizens,
and furnifthed a convincing evidence of the wifdom of
thofe inftitutions which made the people of New
England foldiers from their cradle. = Superior as were
our foesin cquipments,  ia all the pomp and circum-
ftance of war,” yet ftill they paid fo dearly for their
vitory as that the arquifition of one or two more
fuch vi&ories would have ruined them.

AnD how deplorable would have been our fitua-
tion, had we not been thus inftructed and prepared
for defence ! Attacked by an enemy who claimed a
right to ¢ bind us in all cafes whatfoever,” and whofe
bigh toned fpints were exafperated at the 1dea of re-

fiftance,
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fiftance, we muft have fallen a prey to thei violence,
and bidten an everiafting farewell to hberty and its
bleflings. Tafkmafters, worfe than Egyptian, would
have been fet over us,and our childrer muft havé toil-
ed to n:nport tlie luxury of theit oppfeﬁ'ors

- Bor when refiftance had taken place, and we had
declared ourfelves indépendent, what miferies, what
exquifite diftrefles would have been the probable con-
{equences of our {ubjugation! An incenfed foldiery
would have given way to their unhallowed lufts, and
difregarded the laws of Gop and man to gratify their
cravings ! Alas !—what found is this which pierces
my heart ? It is the fhrieks of a tender wife, wrefted
from the arms of a beloved hufband, to gratify the ap-
petite of a lordly mafter |—But whetice are thofe {oft
complainings, thole deep drawn {ighs ? They are the
lamentations of imured innocence, of violated virtue,
of the defiled vifgin, who has fallen a vi&im to brutal
fotce '-——But why does bufy imagination tranfport me
to a fcene ftill more painful ? 'Why does 1t hurry me
to the field of blood, the place of execution for the
friends of American liberty ? Whom does 1t there call
me to fee led to the {caffold with the dignity of Cato,
the fortitude of Brutus, and the gentknefs of Cicero
marked deeply on his countenance ? It is the gatlant
W AsHINGTON, deferted by his countrymen, and fac-
rificed becaufe he fought in their defence |—Of whom
confifts yonder group of heroes ? It isan Haxcock,
an Apawms one and the other, aFrankriN, aRuUT-
LEDGE |——but I reprefs the burfting {fentiment—
the bare imagination bows my foul with unutterzble

gricf !
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T'HANKS to the Gop of armies, and to the vigi-
lance and bravery of our countrymen—thefe diftrefl-
ing {cenes were never realized ! Freedom, peace and
independence have blefled our land ; and the very. na-
tion’ whom we oppofed, laying afide the bitternefs of

civil contention, has extended to usa friendlix hand,
~ and now declares herfelf happy in our alliance. - A re-
currence to pait fcenes fhould not therefore excite our
refenitment ; 1t fhould only amimate us to the vigi-
lance, the bravery, and the active preparation which
proved, unde: Gop, the means of our deliverance.

§ )
I PrOCEED to remark, fourthly, on the neceffity of
government to the exiftence and defence of any people.

ONE reafon affigned for the eafy conqueft of Laith
1s, ‘“ that there- was no magiftrate in the.land, who
might put them to thame in any thing,”—who could
punith them for doing wrong, or make any man
athamed of his want of virtue or } atriotifm. Sach a
people muft fall an eafy prey to an invader ; for with-
out government no people can remain in fecurity, nor
can any nation be defended from its encmies.

By reftraining vice, the magiftrate prevents men
from contracting habits of effeminacy. He guards
them from weaknefs of mind, and excites them to
hardihood and patriotifm. The oreat and noble prin-
ciples of love to our country, of facrificing private in-
tereft to public happinefs, of guarding the rights of
pofterity, and difieminating univerfal felicity, cannot
{ubfift in & mind narrowed "and depraved by criminal
indulgence. Vice makes cowards of mankind. It
contraéts and ftifles the nobleft principles of human
action, and renders men abjeét in their fentiments and
conduct. As far as vice 15 difcountenanced, as far as

men




19

men are made athamed of deing bafe and umvorthy
attions,—fo far general fccumty 1s increafed, and the
aggregate of national ftrength 1s enlarged.

Tue defign of good government is to form a focus
to which all the diverging rays of power in a commu-
nity may be colleCted, and which may enable a people
to bring the force of the whole to one point. This
accumulated power protefts every individual 1n his
rights ; it guards the weak from the viclence of the
ftrong, and the few from the oppreffion of the many.
The fame power is competent to defend the whole
from 1nvafion or other injury. Nothing can be done
by way of defence where there is no government.
Money cannot be raifed. Men cannot be difciplin-
ed—nor can any great objet be fteadily purfued.
When a people without government are invaded, ev-
ery man will propofe and purfue his own mode of de-
fence. A thoufand different fchemes will be thrown
out. The peopic will be diftrated in their views ;
and before this diftraction can be calmed, a final con-
queft may fave them the trouble of defending them-
{elves for the future. A nation rent with divifions,
deftitute of law, of {fubordination and rulers, prclents a
proper object for an attack, becaufe it promifes an eafy
if not a valuable conqueft. The very people them-
felves who have becen agitated by different {cenes, who
have no reft for the foles of their feet, who find their
lives, their liberties and eftates afloat, and expofed to
the lawlefs violence of any whe may be pleafed to feize
them,—this people themielves will }c,m an 1nvading
~ army, and prefer any {fecurity, any prote€ion to none
at all. Without government, mdcul, without law
and order, there 1s no liberty, no fecurity, no peace
nor profperity. Men ought to guard their nghts;

— | they
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they ought to refift arbitiary pc er of ¢very kind;
they ought to eftablith a free government ;—but no
people can be fafe, no nation can be happy where
< every man does what is right 1n his own eyes,” and
the people are driven about by the whirlwind of therr
pafhions,

If, again, a government is free and juft, they wili
be cheerfully fupported by the people in cletendmg;
their country. Wars too often arile from the ambi-
tion or other paffions of princes and great men, and
the juftice of them may be properly doubted. Where
an intereft exifts in the government feparate from that
of the people, the latter will always feel a jeaioufy, and
will not be ready to give them effeCtual fupport. But
where “ our rulers are from among ourfelves, and our
govemors proc,ecd from the midf’c of us ;" where every
periods to the mafs of the pe x,..oplc " where our ¢ rulers
cannot injure us without hurting themiclves,—we
may cheerfully acquiefce 1n their calls to defend our-
felves, and may be fure that they will not wantonly
engage in a war, which expofes them as well as us to
heavy expenfe and grievous misfortune. The confci-
entious f{oldier, who will not fupport a war which he
does not believe to be lawful, may here feel his mind
perfectly at eafe, and may difcover his fkill and his
tortitude 1n defending his 1njured country, or fupport-
ing its juft claims. Happy people, who are bleffed
with fuch a government | Happy land, thadowed all
around with the tree of liberty, and yet ftrengthened
and united by a firm and vigorous government ! No
wonder that thou art envied by other nations, who are
cither crufhed by arbitrary power, or diftrefled by
contufion and anarchy !

Tur
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Tite rea’ons againlt indulging to fecurity, and neg-
leting to provide “for defence, I obfcive once more,*p-
erate with peculiar force upon a people whofe diftant
fituation prevents. their receiving afliftance from thetr
allies. 'The people of Laifh were far from the Zido-
nians, and had no bufinefs or connexion with any
man. The facred hiftorian informs us alfo, that the
Danites came “ unto Laifth, unto a people that were
at quiet and fecure, and they {mote them with the
¢dge of the fword, and burnt the city with fire, and
there was no deliverer, becaufe it was far from Zidon.”
If a people dwelling thus remotely do not defend and
help themfelves, no one can help them. Before their
friends and allies can hear of their diftrefs, it may be
complete ; and they may be fubdued and ruined be-
fore the leaft affiftance can be given them. This con-
fideration thould operate ftrangly upon a nation thus
fituated, and induce them to keep themfelves in a
conftant flate of defence ; to cultivate military. {kill
and difcipline among the inhabitants ; to be provided
with all the means of defence ; ; to keep a vigilant eye
upon the ftate of all nations, fo that they may not be
furprifed on a fuciden ; and to put all their fortrefles
into fuch a condition, as that they may be able to
check a fudden attack, and give time for the people,
the natural bulwarks of the State, to affemble and re-
fift their daring invaders.

Tae paft difcourfe, you muft be fenﬁb'e, hath had

a refpe& to the fituation of this country, and the idty
of this day. We, my fellow citizens, dwe!l in a dif-
tant part of the world, far removed from any allies,
and very littie interefted in the politics of }urop\,
‘This circamftance thould not only operate to excite
us to pay a clofe attention to the ftate of our muliitia,
and
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ang the means of our defence, but it thould prevent us
from" engaging in their quarrcls, or adopting their
wars. Our affiftance can be of very Tittle benefit to
them, but it may eflentially injure us. Our country
is youag, and cannot bear the lofs of men, which is
the certain confequence of war. It is free, and does
not wifh its citizens to mix with the flaves of Europe,
and catch their fcrvile manners. It venerates relig-
ion, and will find no advantage, fhould its people af-
fociate with thofe who defpile reirgion, and trample
upon every divine law.  In cafe of a war, we cannox
be fupported or affifted by any European power as they
can fupport one another ; and America may be eflei-
fially injured before our allies in Europe can know
that an enemy has attacked us. Gop in his provi-
dence has placed us 1n a remote part of the world, and
if our brethren in other countries “ fall out by the
way,” we will endeavour to reconcile them, but we
will not become partners i their quarrels. They
have a nght tc choofe their own governments, and
manage their own affairs, without our interference.
Gop does not call us to war. We are it attacked
nor endangered ; until we are, we have no right to
ipill cur own blood, or that of our children. Let us
then ¢ ftudy the things that make for pcace.” Let
us unite 1n rzprefling thofe reftlefs {pirits who cannot
fee a quarre; going on without inferting themfelves
in it. Let us be ready conflantly to exert our geod
oﬁ’iccs in bringing about peace; and let us devoutly
pray that Gop would haften the time when ¢ swars
{hall ceafe from the earth,” and the peaceful kingdom
of Jesvs CurisT, which breathes nothing but good
will to mien, fhall univer(ally prevail.

Turovracit
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Turovecu the coodnels of Gop, America now en-
joys a great degree of pesce. . She has paffed through
an arduous con:.aft, and having ftruggled long with
formidable diftrefics, ihe 15 effeCtually relieved ; and
while the breathes the pure and fagrant air of hb-
erty, her profperity rapidly increafes, and her branches
extend far and wide. On ourt-outiers indeed a cloud,.
not bigger than a mar’s hand, has ariftn, and has ex-
tended to a formidable and diftrefling degree.. - OQur
armies have been defeate?, and .we mcurn the brave
men who have fallen in the wildernefs,- and whofe
bones are now whitening in the fun. It 15 not for me
to determine upon the necetfity or expedience of this
war. As a minifter of religion, I cant only with and
pray for peace, and anticipate the tirne when ¢ thc
fword of the wilderne(s” fhall deftroy ao maie.

¥, my brethren, we mean tc guerd 2uriclves from
invafion, and to lengthen out our trar.uilkiy, we muft
cultivate a good government ; we mv:” revererce the
laws, and fuppori the magiftrate in" putzing to thame
thofe that do evil.” It is a duty enjoired by oui holy
religion to fubmit to fuch government und 1iis 7
maxim founded in eternal truth, that no people can
be conquered or deftroyed who are united in fupport-
ing a free and good conftitution. A confcioutneft of
being freemen, of being protedted in'the enjoymeit of
lite and property, by laws which know no: the rich
from the poor, or the great from the fmall ; this cen-
fcigmfnefs will give men elevation of fentiment ; it wil
wnlpire them with fortitude and perfeverance, and

make them fuperior to all the flaves and fycophants
upon earth. .

WriLE we fupport our various conftitutions of
government, and guard againft inteftine divifions. we
Jught
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aught to pay 4 {triétdttention to the ftate of our mi-
litia, and the other means of defence.  Americans will
rever fuffer a ftanding army atmong them in time of
peace; The militid are the natural defenders of this
country. They have a ftake 3 n it. They 'havc )
fhare in its fovereignty ; and they fight for their wives,
their children, their liberty, and their all. Such men’
canhot be cowards ; they muft bé brave and deter-
riiihéd ; and when any of thefe bleﬁings are taken from
them, ot threatened to be done away, they will be

“1ike a bear robbed of her whelps,” and wﬂl deter-
mine to eonquer or die.

Bur this very ardor and 1mpetuoﬁty may be fatal
to them, unlefs they are under the direttion of judg-
ment and difcipline. Thefe are negeffary to check
their effervefcences, and lead their efforts to fuch points
as miay be moft beneficial. Our militia then fhould
be difciphined. Qur young men fhould be early in-
firuted in the art of war, and every one thould hold
himdelf in readinefs to  play the man for his people,
and the cities of his Gop.”  Let s have our fortreffes
in good repair, and be ready at all points to refift an
invafion ; and this 1s the moft likely method ta pre-
vent it.

Yougz inftitution, Gentlemen of the Ancient and

Honorable Artillery Company, is defigned to anfwer
this important purpofe, and 1s a finking proof of the

wifdom and forefight of our anceftors. Venerable
men ! My heart warms when I view the {chools, the
colleges, the churches which they founded ; and when
I fee this Company aflembled, fo adrnirabiy’ adapted
““upon all our glory to create a defence.” Methinks
1 fee them looking down trom the feats of blifs, {mil-

ing
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ing to behold this favourite infitution flourifhang and
increafing ; delighting themdelves in the geod: of which- -
they thus laid the foundation, and charging us to
tranfmit. the freedom and happinefs which they have
given us, afar and a large inheritance to the lattﬁ:
poitenty ! |

"You are citizens, (‘entlemen, as well as ioldxers,
and you know the neceffity of order and government,
Thefe you will fee!"it your duty to fupport and pre-
ferve, while you vaige and defénd the iberty ‘of your
country. You know that thefe duties do not inter-
fere. You know that without governmcnt freedom
cannot fubfift, becaufe government alone can prote&
the helples individual, or reftrain the 1qrdly tyrant.
You know alfo that a free government is neceffary to
animate and dire& tht} efforts of a people in-their owny
defence, and that the tree of liberty never flourithes,
unlefs it is preferved from rude violence by the, facreda
barrxers of law and juftice. |

. COUNTENANCED by the Commander in *chi‘ef,\'sﬁig
him{elf formerly led a corps in fome refpeéts fimilar to
your own, and encouraged by the good withes and
plaudits of your fellow citizens, you are becoming
every year more ufeful and refpeftable, The choice
which you have made of men to command you, who
have kriown not only the pavade, but the reality of
war, and have bravely defended the liberties of Amet-
1cs, has done you and your country honor. Men of
the firflt abilities have been heretofare the objets of
your choice ; and I hope that the ele&ions of this day
will prove, that you are ftill governed by tive fame wif-

dom and prudence, which in this refpeét have hercto-
fore marked your condué‘

D | Sxovip
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.SHOULD you be called to defeénd your country, of
prote its rights; T have no dotibt but' that you woulé
prove your military fkill to be fio impeditnent to brive
and valorous exeftions, Sute Fam, that yéu would
never turn youc.backs. to an esemy, or fuffet your-
felves to be defeated. You are Americans. You are
defcendants of men, who facrificed every. thing to af-
fert. their libeity.  Many of you have  jeoparded your
lives on'the high places of the field,” and your bofoms
glow with genuine patriotifm. . Such men are-invinci-
ble. Nothing can fubdue them but the power of that
Being who hath declared, ¢ that the race is not always
to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong.”

“Go ony Gentlemen, and profper. It peace prepare
for war. - ‘Cultivate in your own breafts, and 1mprefs
upon your ¢hildren, an ardent love to civil and relig-
ious Tibertyl ’ Aind while you' difcharge yéur duty o
fociety, forget not the Being’ who has made you what
you are, at whofe tribunal you muft all ftand, and
whofe “ favour is better than life.” If you fubmut to
his Gofpel, and are governed in-heart and in life by its
precepts, you fhall be made “ more than conquerors ;”
your brows fhall be adorned with unfading laurels, and
your triumphs fhall be complete and eternal |

W live, my brethren of this affembly, in a day
when grand and important {cenes are acting upon the
theatre of the world. We have feen “ kings led in
chains, and nobles in fetters of iron.”>  We have feen
the towers of defpotifm, erefted in dark ages, and fa-
cred to the ufes of tyranny znd oppreffion, tumbling to
the ground, and razed to their foundations. We hear
“ of wars and rumours of wars.” Mankind “ bite and
devour one another.”  “ Brother is purfuing brother

uni{o
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unto death,” and the earth is crimfoned, deeply crim-
fored, with Chriftian blood. Humanity fheds a tear
oyer the folly of her fons, but faith lifts her keen and
humble eye from earth to hzaven, and anticipates the
vood which fhall come out of this evil: She expeéts
the fulfilment of thofe precious promifes which {peak
of the future peace and happinefs of man ; and tcaches
us to exclaim, ¢ amidft the wreck of nature and the

crufh of worlds,” ALLELvUIA, THE LorD Gop oM-
NIPOTENT REIGNETH.” *

AME N’
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