Fbe late ASSOCIATION  r Dteuce, fartoer
éncourag ) - v -
o

PSS 3%
.’1 /
N

o R s
Tbe Comfffency of Deteofive WAR, with Trac
Chrifianity.
REPRESENTED
IiN TWO
l;REAcH’xS

L

At PHILADELPHIA, Famuary 24. 1747-8.

By GILBERT TENNENT, 4. M.

—

: Ezekiel xxxi. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Soeof Mdn,!}u& te the Chiliven of thy
People, and [ay wmtothem, Whex 1bring the Sword zual.u.t,“tf the
Pesple of the Land take a Max: of ticir Coalls, and [t bim for their Watch-
wman, if when be feeth the Swevi come spsn the Lind, be blsw the Trampet,
and warn the Pesple ; shem isjecver besreth the /umd of the Trampet,
andtaketh mt warmng; if ¢ Sword come, and take b'm away, ks Blosd
Jbal be spom bis ewn Head.-—- Bt be thas saketh warning [bad deliver bis
Seul. But if the Watchman [ee the Swewrd- com: and blsw wet tbe Trumper,
and the Pecple be et warnes; if the Swerd come and take away any Pcrjm;
bis Blwd wil I require at the WATCHMANS HAND.

- | ——— — — ————— —— "

. PHILADELPHIA:
Printed and Sold by WiLLian BrADFORD,

at the Sign of the BIBLE in Sccond-Strect.




T H E

FPISTLE DEDICATORY.

7o all the MEMBERS df the
latet AssoCIATION for:
DEFENCE.

Honoured Gentlemen, and dear Brethren,

¥ Afk the Favour of dedicating the following
Dsfcourfes to You in particular, and humbly
beg Your Acceptance tlicreof,

As it is the Defire of my Heart, to promote
the temporal Safery of this Province, fo like-
wife the Sakvatici: of the precious Sowls of it's
Inbabitants, and of Ycurs in a fpecial Manner: I
kope You will therefure take it in good part,
that I have endeavoured, according to my Capa-

city, to adapt the following Difcourfes to that
Twofold valuable Defign, ' S

e 2 SUFFER




iv; The Epifle Fiesicatory.

. SurrFer me therefore, dear Sirs, to befeech
You in all Humility, by the tender Mercies of '
Gop in Jesus CurisT, to apply to Your Hearts
the .jollowipg Difcourfes, according to the IDi-
verfity of Your Condstions.

O, Sirs! confider, that no outward Means,
-how proper, neccflary and excellent foever they
be, are like to meet with Suecef trom A ,

P

_ni'lghty-Gon,’ except we fear him, love him,
ferve him, and depend upon him with all our
Hearts.

I am, ’
Honoured écnﬁcmch,
and dear Bred;xtn,
Your affectionate Well-wifker,
and tunworthy Servant.
G. T.

Phifadelbhia,
March 19, 1747-8.
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Tbe late ASSOCIATICN for DErEnCE /trtba'
encourag'd, &c.

EXODUS xv. 3.
9% LORD ;;aMmngm

*f’-F--!- -+ and Glory of Cbnﬁm.zy, that its
~l=- S +~ Doéclrines are fublime, coniiftent and
++ harmonious, fuch as become a2 Gop

-?ﬁ"rr to reveal, and fuch as are neceflary
for intelligent Creatures to know, in order to

entertain; exalt and improve the buman Mind!
Anp that its Precepts are entirely rational,
fuch as (in Things Morral) are grounded upon
the Nature and Endowments of intelligent Crea-
tures, as well as their relation to Gon and one
anothcr, and are therefore unalteralb's; fuch as
tend to regulate the Will, Affections, and Actions,
fo as to conform the Creature, in fome Degree,
to the Author of its Exiflence, fo as becomes
intelligent Beings, and ferves to promote their
fingle and focial Happinefs, as well as the H-
nour of Gop, and Digmty of the buman Na-
ture.
TuE Precepts of Cbrt/’mmty are fuch, as aca
cord and harmonize among cach other, o 2:
A €07
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compofe one entic Ueautiful Syfem, in which is
no abjurdsty o: comdradiclion, nothing prchibited
that isreally demeficial, nothing enjoined that is
really burtful, either to Ouwrjelves in particular,
or Soctety in general.

IT is pleafant to think that the whole Low
of Nature, which was at &:it, beforc our fatal
?oﬁ , ¥mprefled on the buman Soul as a Rule
of Condud, is ftll contained in, and enforced
by the Gofpel of CurisT, which only adds there- -
to the Application of a Remedy fuited to our
Difeafe, by Faith in the Mediator, together with
a few pofitive Inflitutsons t

Anp that this Lew of Nature, or Moral Law,
which is for Subftance the fame, is inculcated by
fach a Variety of Arguments and Incentives, as
arc adapted to affe@ and iofluence all the Powers
and Paffions of a buman Seui, efpecially our Love
and Fear, which are the two great and govern-
ing Sources of AGion: Thas the principal Da-
fies of Religion being confonant to the Light of
Reafon, and the Mamner of recommending them
Deing accommodated to our very Frame and Fa-
culties, 1t is a notable Argument of the druine
Original of the whole Syflem !

THE Degeneracy of Man by his Apoflacy, 1s
fuch, that he is almoft loft to a Senfc of Ingenuity
and Love, efpecially before Converfion, and there-
fore he muft be alarmed by incentives ot Fear
and Dread, thefe the Text I am now to fpeak
from, confidered in its Extent, opens to our View,
9be Lord is a Man of WAR, i.c. an emnent
Warrior, * Thus an eloquent Man in Scripture is

- -9
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( 3)
called 2 Mon of Words.1 and a mighty Man, &
Man of Arm. 4+ Not having had fufficient Space,
in the compats of one Sermon to fpeak fully upon
the important Point contained in our Text, I have
therefore concluded to difcourfe further upon it,
in the following Order, namely.

I. I wouLp cffer more Arguments, in addi-
tion to thofe contained in the Sermon upon this
Text, already publithed; in oider to prove the
Lawfulnefs of defenfroe WAR. And

II. SuEw what Sort of a Warrior GOD
5. It is only the Firj# of thefe, that I fhall
have Time to difcourfe upon at our prefent Con-
vention.

HEzRE, to prevent Mifakes, let it be obferved,
that it may cafily appear to every impartial Eye,
from the Manner of flating the Quefflion, refpe@-
ing WAR in the former Sermon, negatively,
and pofitively, that it is DEFENSIVE WAR
(propetly and firitly fo called) that I onLY
endeavour to maintain; as for OFFENSIVE
WAR, that proceeds from the corrupt Lufls of
Men, their dmbition and Avarics, as an Effei?
from its proper Caufe, and is therefore finful
and unjuftifiable ; not only different from defen-
/rve War, but contrary; and therefore thele Kinds
of War fhould by no Means be blended and
jumbled together in this Argument, for that
ferves only to deceive Mankind, and lead them
unawares into falfe Views of Things!

Now feeing that tht aforefaid Kinds of War
are contrary to each other, Defenfrve tending as
a Mean to. preferve our own and others juft Righrs

A 2 and
¢ Exod: iv. 10 t Jb xxii. 8,
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and Properties, and to do Fufise to both; but
Of:nfrve War, tending to rob another of his
Right and Property, and to do Injury contrary
to the Light of Reajon, and the Law ¢f GOD.

IT neceffarily follows therefore, that DEFEN-
SIVE WAR can never be in itfelf 4ad or unreaton-
able, as long as the FouxpaTions on which it
3s built, namely JUSTICE and regular SELF-
LOVE, have any Vertue or Goodnefs in them.

IT follows likewife from the afirefaid Confi-
deration, that all the Arguments which are ad-
vanced by any againft OFFENSIVE WAR, do
turn virtually and cenfequentially to the Advan-
tage of DEFENSIVE, and are as {o manyProofs of
ats Excellency and Necefity, (the’ contrary perhaps
to their Defign) as he that expcics the Evil of
INjusTICcE, does at the fame Time, at leaft
Zacitly, recommend its Contrary, wncther he wiil
Of not.

Hexce it may be concluded, that fuch as
oppofe all WAR complexly or by t.e Lump,
are neceffarily PATRONES of one Kind of 1t
in reality, for Conzraries can neither be oppofed
nor dzfecnded together.

Wiuice Kind of WAR therefore the Oppo-
Jers of WAR diflike, it is but ju# and reajon-
alle, but fair and cand:d Dealing with Man-
k:nd, that they do diftintly and particularly ex-
prets, fic thefe Maxims are moft juft, that De-
cs lurks in generals, and that he who diftin-
.gr hes well teaches well ®

Fcr our Parts we declare explicitly and par-
ticula:ly, our abhorrence of ¢ffenfive WAR as a

very

® Dolus latct in generalibus, gui bene deftinguit bene docet.
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¢ Insquity, and are therefore mlhn t
:glé&a the ,r:agty of our Refénament: A
¢hat malignant Evil, not only by Word:'bnth
Cafe ofNeccﬂity A&mx mlzbourmgz
to fupprefs that A&omrmtton, if other
will not anfwer, and fo mtrodnoe aad dhbhﬁx
a defirable Peace.

BuT to proceed: Let it bc obfervcd that
refpe@ing l‘uman Adions in general, thefe parti-
eulars following are acknowleged as fcif-cvident
Truths, or firft Principles, viz. L

1#. THAT every rational Agent fhould have
fome End in View in all his A%ens, without'
this a Man finks below his Species, and does not
at up to the Charaéler of an inteliigent Betng. .

2d. TuatT the End propofed be good m it-
felf, and good to us, without this it is nnrafon-
ablc and nnbecnmmg 3 human ll!lmd to almat

I
Now a good Endis twofold, viz. Supream

and Subordinate, i. e. the higheft and what 1
under it and referred to it. Our bz, be/?Endmc
Thing thould undoubtedly be thc of GOD

whetber 1z Eating or .Drmh atfoever e
do, we fbould do st, (as the A ﬂlc obferves) #o

the G lory of GOD. The fubm'.’mute lawful E*Jdi
which we may and ought to propofe in cur .f-
tions, arc opyr own and our Neighbour’s Goad,
temporal, {piritual, and eternal : Now when thefe
are kept in their proper Places, and referred to
GOI)'s declarative Honour, as the higheft or fa-

- pream End, they are ratmnal exccllcnt and har-
monious,

3d TuAT
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9d. THAT there be Means to obtzin the
End defigned, without the Ufe of which, it is
unreafonable to expe@ the Attainment of it;
a~d this indeed both the Light of Nature and Rzve-
lation teaches, as appears from the general Prai#ice
of Mankind, and the exprefs Deciarations of Scrip-
ture : Are not the Pagans direGted by the Light
of Nature, to ule diligence in order to obtain the
Good they defire, both fpiritual and temporal,
and is not this drligence frequently enjoined in
the Holy Scriptures?

4th. THAT the Means uled be fuch as fuit
or fit the End propos'd, either naturaly or morally,
or both together : Here obferve, That a natural
fitnefs confifts in the Kind of the Means ufed,
the Time in which, the Number of which, and
the Mamner how they are ufed.

WHEN 2 Mean as to its kind is like the End,
or of the fame Nature with it, it may be faid to
have a natural Fitnefs, for like tends to like, and
centers in it. Thus, when the End is fpiritucl,
[piritual Means are f{uited in kind thereto, and
when it is temporal, temporal Means are likewile
fuited in kind.

FARTHER, the Time of ufing Mans is one In-
gredient in their matural Fitzefs ta compafs the
End, when the proper Seafon or JunCture of op-
portunity is obferved, it makesMeans beautiful,
like Apples of Gold in Piltures of Silver, and of
Confequence tends to make them fuccefsful, but
the negle¢? thereof tends to render them abortive,
or to kinder their good Effe? ; and hence it is re-
prefented as the Characicr of a Wife Man, to dilcern

Oppor-
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Optortunity, ® and of a ool to negle@ the In-
provereent of it,

A: Solowon obferves, to every Purpefe snd:r
Beaun, there 15 a Seafon pointed to by divire
Frovdence : A Time towezp, and a Time to longh .+
"The Scene of Things here is always changing, afier
Foy comes Sorrow, and after Sorrow oy, ®® 2h ;e
23 4 Time to plant, a Time to kill (i. e. Criminez s
vy the Magiftrate’s Authority, cither after a j. -
dicial Tryal, or in a jult War.) a Time 29 bea’,
ihe fick. the wounded ; ¢ Time of War, a Time
of Peacc, a Time to gatber Stones togetber, (fic
building of Houfes to dwell in, and holcs
for Defence) a Time 2o caff them oway, (i c.:
cither when fuch Strutures fo decay by a Cour!:
of Time, as to be unfit for ufe, or are in other
refpe@ts inconvenient.

AcAIN, another Ingredient in the matural Fit-
mefs of Means, is their Number. Generally, thers
is a Variety of Means neceflary in order to obeaii
onc principal End, cach of which is ufeful in
its place, coneed with and fubordinate ©
another, and fo on progreffively until the princi-
pal End is anfwered : The train of Means is like
a Chain confifting of a f&ficient Number of
Links, to reach any Ofjed that a Perfon defigns
to lay hold of, now if one of the Lins be wanting:
the Chain is bicke, and the Obje not reached,
e.g. if a Pedon defigns to raife Grarn, and make:
Bread of it for ufe, many Aeans muft be used
to this Znd, a failure in one of which will fpoi.
the Jrefgn.

o

More-

® Bockf. vii:. ¢. t Prov. xvii. 16, 3 Ecclef. iid,
2% Polt gaudig 1uGus ot aubily phcbus,
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. McwxoviER it s peceflary, in order to obtain
the End, that the Means be not only fuited as to
Nature, Time, and Nuwber, but as to Deprée
snd Durction ; our exrnefing/s in the Ufe of Means
fhould be proportioned to the Value of the Eng
we have in view, and continued in til it is com-

But the moral Fitnefs of Means confifts in
the divine appantment of them to a particular
End, and our Ufe of them in Obedience there-
to. As the Almighty rales all Ever?s, and has a So-
wereignty over his Greatures, he may no doubt
appoint if he pleales Means that have no natural
Fitnefs in them to the End, and yct make them
fuccefsful by his Power, yet fuch is his ¥ifdom
and his Goodnef:, that the Means he has appointed
{efoecislly under the Gofpel OEconomy) have a
matural Fitnefs, in a greater or lefler Degree, to
compafs the End defigned ; and herein the res-
Jonablenefs of Religion appears, in that the Syflem
of Offices required by it is beautiful and confiftent
in itfelf, and conduces to promote our Benefit.

IT is true, the Alz:ghty, in the Beginning of
the Cihriffian Inflitution, for the Confirmation
thereof, has in fome Inftances, by a mircculous
cfficiency, produced Effects either without Means
altogether, or without Means that had any natural
fitneis thereto. But now Chrifiiamty being fuf-
ficiently confirmed, there is neither a Neceffity for,
ot Promife of fuch muraculous Interpofures, but

the End is only to be expefted in the regular
Ufe of Means,- that have a natural and moral

fitnefs or fuitablencfs thereto.

THESE
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- ‘Tuese Confiderations eafily apply themfelves
to the Point in Hand.

if. ArL will doubtlc(s acknowledge, that hu-
man or civil Hagpinefs confifting in the Security
and ProteCtion of our Lives, Liberties, and Propei-
ttes, is a Good or End worthy to be aimed at,

2d. It muft be alfo acknowledged, that the
aforcfaid Good, is at Times in Danger of being
attacked by Enemses, and fometimes aGtually is fo.

3d. It is asevident, that defenfive WAR has 2
natural aptnefs to preferve the aforefaid Good,
from being ravithed out of our Poflefion by the
Hand of Violence, and that it has likewife had a
moral aptnefs, by vertue of Gon’s Precept and
Approbation. | | -

Now inafmuch 2§ a Law ftands goad till it
be repealed, -the Repeal or Abrogation of this;
not yet appearing, it 15 therefore ftill valid; nay,
I may fay, that it appears to be a Precept ground-
ed upon Reafor and natural Eguity, and fo cannot
be repealed unlefs Reafor and Ejuity be repealed
alfo, which is abfurd and impoffible ! May it be
fuppos’d; that an a/l-wife and gwd GOD, tap, in
a Confiftency with his own Noture and Perfec-
tions, command what is unreafonable or uncqual, or

1hit the contrary, furely no! Now is it not
juft and reafonable, that a Man thould lbve bim-
Jelf, and the Community to which he isunder a pe-
culizr Relation  and Ipecial Obligations, above
Strangers and Foreigne. s in Degreé?2 And in con-
fequence hereof; prefer his own and their Safety
to the Safety of others, when it comes in Compe-
tition therewith: If he is to lbve Foreigners as
much in Degree as Himfelf, his Relations, his
B Ceuntry
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Country ; then to what purpole, . are the mate and
ftrong Propenfities in buman Nature, to Scif-pre-
Jervation? To what Purpofe the fpecial 77es of
natoral Relation, the peculiar Bands of Siciety,
the ingenuous Obligations of Gratitude?

Ir he is to bve Strangers, as much in Degree
as bemfelf, he muft take as much Care to provide
for cach of their Support and Comfort, 2 his
own, and thercfore let every one of them have
half of his Thoughts, his Labours, his Geod., his
Cafb; but -is this poffible, ic this pratticable > Or
if he fhould /ove them more, which certain'y he
muft do, if he prefers their Lives to his own,
cfe his 42 is difproportioned to its Primciple,
and {o irrational and abfurd! elfe.the Effei? ex-
ceeds its Caufe, the Strallure is ddproyortioned
te it's Foundation. 1 fay,. if he thould ove Stran-
gers more than bimfelf, then he thould take ~are
of their Cloathéng and- Provifion in the firft plce,
and let every one of them carry the Keys of his
Scrutoir, for furely the Life is more than M.at,
and the Body than Raiment ; but is it poflible td
do this, and if it were pofiible would it be rca-
fonable ? And farther, we fhould, upon the aforz-
faid Hypotbefis, rejoyee in the Profperity of Stras-
gers; more than in our own, or in the Profper.ty
of our dear Relatives! And we fhould likewiie
grieve for their Mifery more than our own, eith=r
fingle or relative; fingle or focial, which is abfur !
The Ground of the aforefaid Confequencies 3
this, that where Love is real and lawful, it fc!-
lows, frem the Natur: and Reafon of Thing ,
that care, defire, yea the whole Train Paffors

apd
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qud Actions, 15, and fhould be proportioned, in
Degree to the Meafure of it.®
4th. IN temporal Cafes it is but .reafonable

that zemporal Means be ufed, as well as fpiritual,
for a Bleffing upon them; and this the 5

-

of WAR allow in other Cafes of a parallel Na-
ture : Common Prudence teaches them to uie
as much Care and Indufiry as their Neighbours,
in t2/ling of their Land, and fencing it againf} the
Intrufions of noxious Animals, againft the ravages
of the Begfls of Prey!

- Common Prudence inftru€is them to build Heufes
and make other Preparations to prote&t-themfelves
againft the. Artillery of the North, againft the
Injuries of the Winter Sterms before they come,
and they are highly to be commended for their
prudent forefight- of approaching Danger in the
aforefaid Inflances, and for-their prudent Prepara-

tion for it befere 11 ~omes.
IN the mean Thne we may conclude from their

Practice, that they do not think their Prayers and
Piety are Means fufficient to get thcir daily Bread,

and other temporal Bleffings, without Labour and
B2 In-

* Terankam fays, ¢ The ficft Degree of Goclnels, is that exercis’d to-
¢ wards Relatisns: The fecond, that employed on Stramzers, again(t
¢ Marcion, B. iv. chap. 16. Jerom having acknowicdged himfelf ogliged
* by divine Precept, to kve his Enemies, and pray for his Perfecutors
« asks whether it is juft that he thouid leve them like his near Relations ¢
¢ ard that no dificrence fhould be made between an Enemy and a bofom
¢ Friend ? aguinit Prlag. Daleg. 1. val. 2. pag. 274. edit. Bafil’

Now if we fhould love a Parest more than a Stranger, if we fhould
prefer the Good of the bmocent, to the Good of the Guiler, and a publick
Good 20 2 private, fiom this will neceflarily {pring capiral Punifbinent s
and defenfive WAR, as Seneca obferves, ¢ To {pare all, is as cruel as to
* {pare none,’ de Clem. Lib. 1. ciap.7. Chryfoffom {pcaking of human
Punifhments, {ays, ¢ Thefe things are not done by Man out of Crugley,
* but our of Homanity.” in 1. &3 Cor. 3, 12.

Augufiine likewife {peaks nobly to the fame Eff-&, ¢ As there is fome-
 times a punithing Compafnon, fo there is alfc a tender Criclry,’

Ep, 54 to Macedonius.
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Indufiry ; and why then thould they behave fo dif-
ferently in the Matter of Defence, feeing the Reafon
is the fame? Is.not the fafety ot our Lives a tem-
poral Good, as well as the fupport of them ? and
1s it not a Gvod in the Judgment of our Sevicur
of greater importance? Why then fhould any be
more foicitous and diligent in the Ule of all pro-
per Means ta fecure a lefler, and not a greater
Good ?

Whay in the Neglect of apt Means, and that
in proper Seafen, thould Miracles be expe&ed for
Protection, more than Support ¢ Is there any Pro-
mifes for this in Scripture, or Inflamces of it in
ordinary Cafes? Is it reafonable ta believe, that
Almighty Gop wiii work Miracles without me-
ceffity, or that a Being of infinite #ifdom and
Purszy, wil work Miracles in favour of thofe,
who in the ordinary Times of the Gofpel, habi-
tually and willingly negle@® proper Means pre-
“fcribed by him, to obtain the End defigned?
Would not this be n Effet to encourage a real
Centrad:ction to night Realen, a real Difregard to
his Autlsrity 2 which how it can confift with
the Wifdsm of his Gevernment, is hard to imagine !
difficuit to conceive!

Mavy it not, withcut any breach of Charity be.
concluded, that fuch who habitualy negleé? and
oppsfe any proper Mean, that has a natural Fatnefs
to obtain the End propofed, do vertually and con-
fequentially (tho’ not of Defign) oppofe the End
itie.t, which cannot be attained in the Neglet of
it without a miraculous Interpofure. Now the
febordinate End tn the orefeat Cale being the Good
ot Happingfs of Scerety, and defex/ize WAR being,

~ as
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as before obferved, (when Neceffity requires) a fie
Mean, yea at fome Seafons, the only fit temporal
Mean to preferve 1t, it ncceflarily follows, that
the Opinion that oppolfes WAR of every Kind
and Form, tends to the utter Subverfin of Society !
the utter Deflruéticn of buman and focial Happi-
acfs ! the utter Rurn of our Liberties both crvil
and religicus ! a Notsen which its lamentable, any
of the Children of Men, and efpecially fuch
w ) are well-meaning, and in divers Things
pr. fe-worthy, particularly in refpe of the fs-
briety of their Bebavicur, thould thro® Inattention
or the prejudice of Education, fail into! )

BuT to proceed ; Why fhould it be reckoned
a Pomt of Prudcnce, my Brethren, to ¢mprove a
fit Seafon in temporal Cafes of leffer Conf=quence
and not in greater? e. g. ta obferve the Seafon of
plowing, fowing, fencing of Ground, &c. and
yet that it fhould be thought faulty to prepare for
Defence, efpecially in a Tine of publick Danger;
is not this ftrange, does ot a wife Man's Heart,
as Solomen obicrves, dijcern Time and fudgment 2
1. ¢. perceive the fit Seafon of deing Duty pointed
to by divine Providence ; he difcerns the approach-
ing Danger and C:lamity, by the Appearances of
Things, together with the Confideration of their
natural and ufual zendencies and ifues; be forefees

v1/, and therefore prepares to prevent it, furely
becaufe to cvery Purpsfe cbere is a Time and Gudg-
ment, téerefore the Mileryof Man s great upon bim,
1. ¢. the Aifery of fuch Men muft needs be great,
who either thro’ Irattention do not difcern Oppor-
tunity, or thro Indsicnce neglet the Improvement

of
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of it, for as the Poet juftly cbfervss, Opportunity,

loft cannot be regained.®
. AGREEABLE to what has been now faid, is the

dgment of our Saviour, whic: he exprefes in
thefe Words, but know this, that if the gosd Man
-of the Houf> kad known in awhat Watch tbe Thief
would come, be would tave wwa'cked, and wouLp.
NoT HAVE SUFFERED [ H,u" to be broken
up.4 Here our Lord teaches us, that cammon
Prudence dire@s Head: of Famil=s to be upon
their Guard againft Thieves, and that if they knew
what time of the N ight -they would come, they
would watch and re/t/] nor fuffer their Houfes
to be éroken up, and coniequently robbed and
rified ! T'his Simsiizude is not quite compleat, and
therefore: fhould he thus fupplied from the follow-
ing . Verfe, but becaufe he cannot certainly know.
the Time of the Tbief’s coming, therefore he
ought always to watch and be ready prepared
for fuch an Exvent; this is indesd what CrrisT
anculcates in the followmc Words by way of -
Jerence, thercfore ke ye a{[o ready. The //)zrzt.za.’
Application that CarisT mikes of this Simile
neceflarily fappefes the Natural, without which
it would be impertinent ; here therefore CHRIST
plainly teaches the lLawfulnefs of refiffing a Dbief
or Robber, that is coming to take away our Goods,
for he fpcaks of the vood Mans not SUFFERING .
of it with A}'zpméfztwn Well, if he does not
fuffer it, he refiils by Furce, for other Methods
are vain, and incfi=Gual with fuch Pc/?: of Seciety!

FARTHER, CHRIST teacheth the Neceflity ot

being preparcd for fuch Imergencics, for fuch Refy/i-
ance,

* 2.ontc cepellata, polt eit ocafiocalva. 1 Maet. XXiv. 43,
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) ‘#mce -as is proper in them. If it be a Daty to
+ refiff, it muft of Confequence be a Duty to be
prepared for Refiflance, and can this be witkout
the Provifion of Arms? " Surely to refit a Tisef
or Robber without Arms, would be as perslous as
tneffefual ! Hence we may plainly infer the law-
fulnefs of defenfrre WAR, and the neceffity of
Preparation for it, from that common Prudence
which CeHrIsT here mentions and approves of,
for if it be prudezt to watch aga'mi{? onc petty
Thief, and then meore efpecially when there 5 a
Probability of his coming, and to prepare proper
Weapons before-hand for Refiftance, how much
more fhould we tratch and prepare for Defence
when the Danger is greater, and affets a whole
CITY, PROVINCE er NATION! Muft we
watch againft, and prepare to refift one Ttief, and
that more efpecially when there is probability of
his coming, and fhall we lay down our wasch and
make noPreparation againft many, when there is a
probability of their coming 2 Or fhall we Be more
concerned to fecure our own Property feparately,
than our. own and that of the Community we be-
long to, complexly or together ? Are thefe Things
prudent or reafonable, judge ye! Methinks nothing
can be more plzin and evident, than the reafonablenefs
and neceffity of Preparation tor Defence againft an
Enemy, from the aforefaid Words of ChrisT,
and that the contrary Principle and Praétice op-
pofe and melitate againft the Ruks of common

Prudence | #
Or

® QROTIUS juftly obferves, ¢ That if CHRIST had intended to

® have introduccd a new hind of Regulation which was never heard
¢ ob before, b would Lave veitgin'y diclased, in molt didinct ana ’ph‘;‘l\
P woids,
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~ Or the fame tendency likewifc are the follow-
‘ng Words of our dear Redcem.r, Are ye come
ut againfi me, as againft a Th::f, <with Swords
and <with Staves®* Here it may be obferved,
that altho’ the Lerd JESUS juitly finds fault
with the ‘fewws coming out againft him with #%

pons of War and Vieclence, who had never done
them any barm, but on the contrary, had been
endeavouring, in a quiet and pcaceable Manner
to do them extenfive Service: Ifay, tho’ the
lefled JESUS fuults their Condu?, in coming
out againft him, as Men are wont to do againtt
the publick nufances of Sociezr, who trample upon
Low and Fulitce, and wrong their Nesgbbours in
their civil Froperties, either by fecret Fraud, or
open Puolence ; yet herein 15 imply'd, CHRIST s
Approbation of Men’s coming out againft real
THEIVES or ROBBERS, with S\WWORDS and
STAVES, in order to apprehend them, and bring

to

Words, That none fhould pronounce Sentence of Death againlt a
Maicfactor, or carry 4rms in detence of oncs Carrfry, which we no
where read that de did, for what is brougurt to this Purpofe is very ge-
neral, or oblcure: Bri£agu 'ty isieif and connmon Semnfe teaches us to reftrain
Words thar ar¢ gencra., ard favourady to expiain thofe thac are am-
biguous, and even to recede trom the Propriety and tommon Ac-
ceptation ot the Words, in order ro avoid that Senfe that may b.ing
along with it the greateit Inconveniences.
‘ The properEnd ot any thin« thatis honelt arid obligatory, muit alfo be
honef! and obl gazcry s topay Trioute is honeit, and alfo 3 Precept obliging
the Cornif{cicice, as >t. Pauwlexp.  Hes it, Rom. x:ii. and the End of Tv.-
bite is, to cnable the {overeian Powwrs to prored the Good, and reitrain
the Wicked. Tactus {peaks appoitely to this purpofe, Nasions can
have no Peace without Arms, no Arms without Pay, and no Pay with-
cur Taxes ' To which ag ces that of S. Akffing, ¢ For this Cal: we
pay Lribste. that Solv'ers may have Moncy to buy them neceflaries,’
Conrra baujt. ' 22 cap. ;4. p. 229. ton. 6. edit. erafe Bafil. 1523.

¢ I'bhe Low of CHRIST did oaly aholiih the f.ayw or Mefes, in roe
¢ pard to thole Tuings, which feparate! the Fews trom the Gene
¢ gler, e nar Theines were counted honeft by the Law of Nazre,
< b beehc i Condent of visiz'd Natlerr, it comprehends under
Crlnemore et U Bk on @) Biing thaes 15 famc)d and wirssouss
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them to Frflice by Forceand Arms, for he ientions
this without Repraef, and truly without this
be allowed and praQifed, when Occaon re-
ires, confidering . the prefent State of Tnings;
eace, Property and Government muft ceafe and
be no more ! Well, if we may, according to the:

Mind of CHRIST, - come Dut againft
THIEVES and ROBBERS, with SWORDS and
STAVES, cither to dcfcnd Qurfelves and our
Property ﬁom them, or by forcible Meafures, ta
be: ~g them to 7aylzcc, ‘why not againft THIEVES
and ROBBERS, who are more mumercus, for«
midable and .important, aved confequently like ta
do us greater fnjury!: May we defend ourfelves’
by Force againft a lcﬂ"cr -and -yet pot againft a
greater Evi/? May we, by Force, labour to bring-
lefer CRIMINALS to JUSTICE and -yet not
greater, and s this .reafosable? What folid 4r-
can bé given; that we .thould nut ufe our.
SWORDS againft a foreign as well as a.domeflick
THIEF ? And iadeed the Words of CurisT are
indefinite, not lmited -to the THIEVES cf any.
Country, and thaerefore extend to all alike, for
that Maxim is moft juft;, that an indefinite Pro-
poﬁnon the Reafon of the Thlng for rcqmrmg,
s equivalent-fo a Univerfal, and furely that is the
wefent Cafe: We have at leaft as much Reaon
‘o oppof: foreign as domeftick Thi-ves, fo that
this pofitron 18 lmply’d neceflirily in the #.rds of.
CurisT, namely; that we thould come out azainft
"HIEVEO and ROBBERS of every Natmn,
that are 'ike to do uws Juyury, with .SWORDS:
2l STAVES, 4. e. thh MARTIAL WEAPONS!

C var
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Give me leavs, my Brethren, to mention ano-
ther Paflage of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, whicH
X think pours more Light upon the Argument, and
adds  Weight to what has been already offered,
and it is this, zhinkeR thou that I cannot pray to
my Father, and be ftull prefently give me more
than twekve Leguons of Angels; ® It is as if CurisT
had faid, Peter I nced ndt thy weak Efforts to
defend my Life from the Hand of Vielence; for
were it confiftent with the Puigifes of mv Fatber,
the Propbefies of the Scriptures, and the falutary
Defign of my coming into the World, that I
fhould efcape a widlent Death, by the Mesfures of
Force, Defence, and War ; 1 could foon, by ap-
plication to my Fatber, get a D2tacbhment of above
Seventy-two Thoufand Angels, for my Proteition;
but the Scriptures muft be fulfilled, I muft die a
publick Dreatb for the Sins of Men, and therefore
all Meafures of Defence for me in this Situation
are unncflary and to no Purpofe!

. Now tho’ the aforefaid Words of CurisT
fhew, that the Meafures ot Defence were impro-
per and unnéceflary for his Proteclion, in the ex-
traordinary Situation he was in, tor the Reafon
already mentioned, y  they ftronzly 229ply his Ap-
probation of defenfive WAR in ordinary Cafes. For

1/... HE reprefents the Angels as a MILITIA;
a-BODY of regular TROOPS, who are marfhalled
in exa® Order, and hence he calls them LE-
GIONS, irr allufion to the Roman Troops, a LE-
GION fignifymg a Body of SOLDIERS in’
ARMS, containing 6600 or more; this thews
that the ANGELS are MILITARY Pow:;s;

® Matt. xxvi. 3.
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and that it is notbeneath them to be SOLDIERS;
Hence they are called by Luke, the Evan ehﬁ
. the beavenly HOST,+ and cllewhere the HOST
of Heaven, 1 agre eablc to this Cbara&er on¢ of
them flew in a N’i ht 185,000 Affyrians. * qu
Christ is CAPTAIN of this beavenly HosT, as
well as of the Armies af his Pcople upon
Earth. **

Tuis bleffed Jesys, appeared to brave Fofbua
the Few:/b General, asa SOLDIER with “hig
SWORD dréwn, with Defign to Jufhfy the WAR
he was engaged in, and to encourage him to carry
it on with Vzgour '3+ That it was CurisT who
appeared te ja/bua, in ‘a buman Shape, is not
only the Opinion of Mr. Henry, Bifhop, Patrick,
Mr. Pool, Mafius, fumius, Drufius, Fagius, with
many of the Fatbers, but even moft of the ancient
Sews were of Opinion, that it was the Redeemer. Rabt
Mofes Gerundenfis fayeth, © that Angel is the Angel-
¢ Redeemer, who is the Pre[e nce or Face of Gop,
< fpoken of Exodus xxxiil. 14. which fignifies
¢ Gop himfelf, as all Interpreters acknowledge,
¢ concerning this, it is faid my Name 15 1n bim’ : 4
But we have a ﬁrmer Foundation_ to go upon in
this Matter, than the Opinion of wife and learned
Men, the following Reafons- prove the labouring
Point, namely, 1. Jofbua gave him divine Ho-
nours, and he received them, which a created
Angel would not have done. *** 2d. He is cal-

lcd jebo-vab 1-.H- which is the incommunicable

C2 Narze,
T Buhkeii. 13, $ 1Kings xxii. 19. 2 Chron. xviii. 18.  *Ifai.
xxxvil. 6.  ** Jofh. v. 14. vi. 3. " Joth. v. 13, 14. {1 Pide Pol.

Sympin Lec. ¢ Litc angelus (mqunt ¢t anpzeius redempror. qui oft facies
* Dei, Ex. xxxiii. 14.atq racies Dxi 2 gmﬁa’; ipfum Deum uttj atentur orite

! nes interpretes, de hog dicitur, nomen meum in ¢o clt hec gerundenfif.
*+* Joih. - Ve 1o ‘Ht]o(h vi. 2, :
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Name of Goo. 3d. He commanded Sfoftua to
boofe thc Shoe from cff bis Foot, becaufe the Place
avbereon be /iood was Hsly, which - Jsflua com-
piied with, * in Token of Reverence and ‘Refpeét,
and as an Ac&nowledgemmt of a divine Prefente,
a Circumftance exa&ly parallel to the Appe.rance
of Gob to Msfes, in the burning Bufk! 4 Surely

it is the peculiar Prerogative of Gob, to makc
a Plice Haly by his Frefence.

. ‘THE blefled JESUS, the' Angel of the Covenant
likewife appeared to Gideon,- and gave him a
Comniiffecn to go and fizht agamﬁ the M:diamtes,
to refcue Ifrae/ from their ‘Tyranny and Oppref-
fion, in thefe Words, And the Lord loked upor
lum and [aid, go in this thy Might, and thcu
Sfhalt fave Ifrael, from the H:nd of the Midranites:
Have nat I fent thee? T That this Angel that ap-
peared to Gideon, was the M, cfiab i a human
Shape, is not only- the Opinion of Drufius, Tiri-
#us, Petcr Martyr, - Bifhop- Patrick, - Mcfficurs
Pool, and Henery; but thefe Reafons‘éonﬁrm this
Opinion, <22. 1/, He is called Jchcvab, v. 14, 16.

which is the - incommunicable Name of Gob..
2d, He gave Gideon a Commiffion to fight, affured

him of Succeft, and promifed his Prefence ; bave

ot I fert thee2 Theu fEclt [ove Ifrael fram the
Hand of the Midiarites;: furely 1 awill be with

thee, arnd thou flalt Jmite the Midianites as one

Man. ver. 16. He {peaks in thefe things not as

a Meflenger, but as a Mufter and Lord.  3d. Gi-
dcon in memorial of this Vifion, erected a Mornu-
ment in Form of an .£ar and called it Febovab

Sba/mm, thc Lord Peace, ver. 24 ﬁgm(ymg that
. the

* Jofh voag. t Evod. iii. 5. + Judg. vi

i
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the Almighty had fpoken Peace to him. Bifhop
Patrick juftly obferves, that the eternai Word, the
Lord of Angeis appeared to the Fathers of old,
fipon fomt great Occafions in ‘2 human Shapc
#s a Prelude to what he intended in’ the fullnefs
of Time.

" ad; ~“Curist in the Words aforeaid fuppofes,
;hat had his Cafe been ordinary, he might lawful-
ly, and ' would have ufed the minifiration of an
Army of Angels in defence of his Life, againft
unjuft Vidlence ' 1t it was sorong for him fo to do,
why does he te refent the Angeh as MILITARY
TROQPS, anl why does he fpeak of praying to
his iatber far their Affflance? And why did he
formerly approve of WAR, in the Cafc oftZ:
ftua, before-menticned? - Wh did he
affume the * Charaiter * of CAPTAIN OVER
the ARMY of Ifrae/2 “Whick appears from,
the’e Words, nay, éut ds CAPTAIN OF THE
HOST OF THE LORD, em i now come!$
Well, is GOD, the FATHER a MAN of
WAR, the LORD,of HOSTS! Was CHRIST*
CAPTAIN of an°ARMY upon Farth, and is
be fill Captain ‘of cur Sakation¥ Does the
HOLY SPIRIT lift up the STANDARD of
WAR againft- ‘an dpproaching Enemy? * Are
the ANGELS Soldiets, “and did the moft emi-
nent WORTHIES of old, bear this MARTIAL
CHARA,CTER and ar¢ we too pious for the
Em ployment? Oh, firange ! Are we more Hely
than all the ancient SAINTS ot GOD, m:re
Holy than ANGELS, yea, more Isly thap the

glorious GOD. himfelf, the FATHER, the SON,
and the HOLY GHOST, Oh! anwzin z hom-

i

ble Vanity ! But 1 procccd Now

T Joth. v, 14 ¢ liai. v. 19.
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Now, forafmuch as I have in this and the
ing Sermon, in order to prove the lawful-
nefs of defenfroe WAR, which fpeaking proper-
ly and ftritly, is only lawfull aduced Argumients
from the Light of Nature, the Moral Law, the
Few:fb OEcono'ny, and the Gy I-Dypmﬁ:fmz
fubfequent upon it, 1 would now conclude the
argumentatrve Part of this Difcourfe, with an emi-

nent Example of W AR before it.

IN the Book of Genefis, we are informed, that
when Abram beard bis Brother was taken Ccptree
be armed bis trained Servants, born in bis own
Houfe, - three bundred and eighteen, and purfued
them unto Dan. And be divided Bimfelf a amﬂ
them, be and bis Servants by Night, and fmie
them and purfued them to Hobah, bro’t back
all the Goodf bis Brotber Lot and bis Gwd:
th: Wemen alfo and the Pecple. +

Herx ‘obferve, that {o fodn as Abram hcard
of his Brotber's dijlrg/:, he generoufly and nobly
refolved to help him, tho’ to the Hezard of his
Life, but to make his Attempt fuccefsful, he ufed
prudent Precautton, and proper Means, he had
before frained his Servants, not only inftrulting
and difciplining them in “Religisn, but in the Art
. of War, both indeed were neceflity, to make them
good SOLDIERS the latter to learn them to
bandle their Arms well; and fight with fall;
- and the former to infpire them with Ceurage in
- Combat, and incline them to depend on GOD
. for Succg/}

THoUGH Abram was a Man of Peace, yet

he knew not, (conﬁdermg the degencratc State of
Man-

T Gen. Xiv.
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Mmkmd) what Necefiity he might - be
Laid under, b thcbyyi‘ueandEna'oachmm
of unmfonablc Men, to War and Arms; he
therefore wifely prepared before hand for fuch
an Event, by ptovndmg Arms, and TRAINING
nptho(ctbatwcre under his Care in the Ufe of
them; being therefore ready for A&, in a
Junidure of Dxﬂre/ he xmmednn:ly brings forth.
his litde, but welldz[aplmd Army, to the Field
of Battle : But becaufe his Enernes were nume-
rous, he entered into a Confederacy with his
Friends, Aner; Afbcol, and Mamre, ‘dmdcs his
Forces, ‘that fo he might attack the Enemy from.
feveral Quarters at once, and confequcntly jrzh
them with the greater Terror, from an Appre-
henfion of his Forces being numerous! and to
encreafe their Surprize, he chofe the Ghom of
the Night for Adion: Thefe Things fhew that.
.A&ram was no Stranger to the Stratagems of
WAR, well, his Prudence and Bravery wers
crowned with defired Succefs! .

Now there are three Things, my Brethren;
that give, in my Apprehenfion, Emrgyand Force
to the aforefaid Example, namely, Aébram’s Cha- .
radter, Gopn’s Approbation of his Condui?, in the
above mﬁance, and the Time when it happmod.

As to Abram’s Charadler, it is very great in-
déed, he is called no lets than the Friead of
GOD, * the Fatber of them that belicve,$ and
we are farther informed, by the Apoﬁlctotbc
Galatians, that to him the Goj;')el was preached,$
What greater Things can be LndofanyMan’

) Now

® ; Chron. zx. y ¢ Rmi§ 1t. 1 Gal. ili. &,
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Now that this great, this good, thxs foe Man
#was not wronz in the aforefiid Martial Prepa-
ration, and beroick Atchievement, is evident from
the divine Approbution of his Condu&, Both more
generally and more pamcnlar]y .

. Tre Almighty GOD gives a high Encomiuns
“o: s Famly-Government, his dome/hck OEcono-
my in thefe Words, For I know bim, that be <wsll
com:ind bis Children and bis Houfbold after bim,
and they, foall_teep the Way of the Lord, to da
Jultice and. Fudgment : * Now this Commmdat:m
was after the afqrcﬁud marlml Expiott, and there-
fore probablv implics.. an Approbmon of it, as
well as of his TRANING up of, his Hou/inola'
m the USE of ARMS, in crder to it; for this
was one part of his Famzl)'-Go'urrnment and Ma-
nagcment It is no Wonder then, that-thz Pfal,
mift pratles GOD for TEACHING : bss Handy
to WAR, and bis Fingers to FIGHT, i.e. for
his blcﬁing the Ufe. of Means, for hxs Inftruc-
tion in MILITARY EXERCISES : For indeed
it is a neceflary and valqral* e Accomplithment.

BuT more particularly, the ALMIGHTY ma-
nifefls his ArProBATION of Abram’s FIGHT-
ING with Chedorlaomer, King of Elam, and
other Princes, by Melchezedek’s congratulating
him, on occaﬁon of his VICTORY, and like-
wife by his blefling him, and blefﬁng GOD for
him on the fame Account.

Whro this Melchizedek, or ng of Righte-
oufnefs, {as the Word ﬁgmﬁcs) was in particular,
is difficult for us to determine! But this we may

conclude in. general, that he was either ChRrIsT
him-

¢ Gén. xvill. 19t
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himfelf, or an illuftrious TyPe of him, a great
Man, KING of SALEM, or KING of PEACE,
(and yet an approver of a just WAR) a
Prieff of the moff bigh GOD, of an Order far
fuperior to Aarom, after which Curist him-
felf ss conflituted a Prief: If it was CHRisT
himfelf, (as divers learned Men conclude; for
which they offer various Arguments) we have
his Approbation immediately, if he was a TyPE
of him, we have his Approbation ‘mediately ;
and this he furely was dt [caft, for CerisT was

made a Prieft after his Order and Similitude. *
MELCHIZEDEK, as a King, treated Abram
- 4and his ScMiers with Bread and Wine, to refrefh
them, after their Fatigue, and to congratulate
their Viddory: And as a PRIEST of the moft
bigh GOD, he blefled Abrabam from Gop,
faying, blefled be Abrami of the moff bigh GOD
poffeffor of Heaven anf Earth; and he blefled
-Gop for Abrum’s tnemorable Viftory, in thefe
Words, and biefled be the maft bigh GOD, which
bath delrvered thine Enemses into thine Hand
Febovab fhould doubtlefs igve the Honour of ail
our Conguefls : Melchizedek’s blefling Abram {eems
- to fignify his Acknowledgement of Goop’s Biefiing
conferred upon him, in his late glotions Vi&ory, as
well as a Petition for its Contintiance and Increafe,
FARTHER, it may be obfeived, that Mc/chi-
zedek received a Part of the SPOILS of Abras's
VICTORY, which he gave to him by way of
grateful Return for his Refpet: And can we
think that Melchizedek, ofter -vlofe Similitide
Curist 58 Prieft forever, would have received
toe

® Heb. vi. a0. Hed vii ..
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the SPOIL.S cf an unlawful or finful WAR ?
No, furely ! i'ur, if {fo, what then fhould e think
of CurisT lL:imfelf, who is like him?

Acain, it ought to be confidered, that the
aforcfaid Inftance of Abram’s WAR, was betore
the Jewifh civ il Policy was form’d, or their Cc-
rcmonies inftituted : Well, feeing it could not be-
long to the Hfewifh POLICIES or CEREMO-
NIES, and was an important Action that con-
cerned the Goods and Lives of Men, it maft be
moral or immoral, if any A& isor can be fo.
it muft be either agreecable or contrary to the
LLAW of NATURE : Contrary it could not be,
tor how then fhould it be approved of by Gop
hinmclf > And if it was agreeable to the Law of
Neture then, it muft be fo now, and to the End
of Time, for this Reafon, becaufe the Law of
Nuature not only came from Gobp originally, but
1s grounded upon the Relation of Beings, to Gop
and to cach other, upon the Nature and Reafon
of ‘Uhings, which are unalterable, fo long as
the Relaiion between God and Man fubfifts, and
their Nutures remaingthe fame,* and fo long as there
i» a Relation between Creatures, and any fitneds
ar uifitnets, decency or undcccncy i Things
or Actions, {0 long as there is any intrinfick Dit-
terence between Good and Evil, fo long muit the
Al.ral Law continue, which is the Rulc thereoi:
‘I'hus fecing the Moral Law and the Law ot
Noture wre the fame fubftantially, it necctlariy
Hllowe, from the aforciaid fumous INSTANCE,

thut

® Tiat iz, fo long 25 GOD ontinurs to be GOD, and Man tole
Mon, by 2 tie Aaighty ranains Creator and S cxu;_n ar-l
tinh (."a'l’.rif Lol md’ depzndang, 1 lonp H niotae Dates

his iﬁ..’. H A '.:" “ .t'."ki T AL ST \4113 e
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that defenfrve WAR 1is perpetually good anh
lawful : Can it be unchniftian, under a2 Diipenfa-
tion of FAITH, to imitate the Father of the
Faitbful, the Friend of GOD, in Things of a
moral Nature? In Things approved of by GOD
the FATHER, and by GOD the SON, either
immediately by an affimed Body, or mediately
by his illuftricus TYPE? #ho, as the Apoftie
obferves, was made ke unto the Son of GOD.

AND by the by, might it not be here tranfient-
ly obferved, that the Apoftle Pex/, mentioning
Abram’s SLAUGHTER of the Kings, and Mel-
¢bizedek’s blefling him on  that Occafion, in his
Epiftle to the Hrérem, probably implies his
cwn Approbation of lawful WAR, under the
(m[ptl OEconomy; for if he did not approve of
it under the prefent Difpenfation, why is he filent
under a divine Afflatus, or Infpnratxon of Gonp,
when 2 proper Opportunity is offered *o declare
his Mind® Bat not 2 Word of this! See in what
flrong Terms he fpeaks about Abram’s BATTLE
for this Melchizedek, fayeth he, King of Salem,
Priejt of the meh bigh GOD. <cho met Abram
returming  from tke SLAUGHTER of the
KINGS, aad bleffed bim.*® The Apoftle inftead
ot reproving  Melchizede?, for blefins Abram on
Occafion of the aforcﬁ.nd olaugkt.:r n WAR,
gives him the higheft E/zcomzumr without thc
leaft Mixture of Cer:: #¢ : Does not this certainly
)mp!y his /Ip_,ﬁméat;rn of WAR as lawful then,
feeing he was under immediate rmpulfe ? And
forafmuch as he mentions no Alteration now,

dees it not, for the Reafon aforefaid, at mﬂ
D > probab!y

* Heo. vie, .
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probably imply his Approbation cf WAR, as lawfyl
in GOSPEL TIMI >.

But before [ proceed to the Improvemca:
of this Difcou: G e, I think 1t ncceflary to explain
a Place of Scnpmre which an Objeion
may be form'd againft defenfroe W AR, viz. 1 Chron.
xxvili. But GOD faid unto me, thou fhalt not
butld a Houfe for my Name, becaufe thou baft
been a Man of WARardbaﬁ fbed Blood.

Now in order to underftand the true Mean-
ing of thefe Words, I would obferve, that it
cannot be with Reafon imagined, that David
was prohibited building the Temple, meerly be-
caufe of his having been engaged in lawful WAR
and_having thed Blood juitly, and agreeable to
the Laws of Humanity, as if thag was any moral
_ Diiqualification.

I. Because WAR was in fome Cafes law-
fu! under that Difpenfation, enjoined by, and
approved of Gob, as all acknowledge.

" iI. Kinc IL.vid had the exprefs Aprrobation
cf SOD in divers of his #ars: See 1 Sam. xxui.
2, 4. 2 Sam. v. 13, 22, 23, 24.

“Tre Reafons of the aforefsid Prohibition,
are therefore thefe following, namcly.

1/7. Brcavsz ke had no Lesfure for that dif-
ficult Bafinefs; which reguired a great deal of
Tinis accomphﬂx it, being otherwife necefla-
rily emploved: The Wars in w hlch he was ea-
guccd, took up much of his Time, his Thoughts
end Care, they likewife were the conftant LEm-
pioviaent of his S$yb jects.

Now feeing the Temple was to be very fpa-
cicus, ang of cutious W ockmanthip, the Build-

- mg
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ing of it of Confequence required much Time,
and many Hgnds, which King Mavid had
not to fpare, on account of his #ars; and there-
fore could not build the Temple to that Advan.
tage which his Son Solomon did, hzving Reft on

cvery fide, and a vaft affluence of Wealth. —
His Words to Hiram, King of Tyre, clearly.
prove what has been faxd Thou knowefl, faith
he, bow that David my Fatber could ot build a
Houfe unte the Name of the Lord bis GOD,
for the Wars that were about bim on ﬁde,
untsl the Lerd bad put them under tbe Soles of
bis Feet: But now the Lord my God, bath given
me Refp on ewery fide, fo tbat there is neither
Adver(ary nor Evil occurrent. 1 Kings, v. 34.

2d. ANOTHER Reafon feems to be ceremonial.
We are told, Nmb. xxxi. 19. that Mofes ordered
the Warriors, that were returned from fhedding
the Blood of the Midianites, to abide without
the Camp feven Days, and this was a ftanding
Appointment of GOD, which they were con-
ftantly to obferve in all fuch Cafes, ver. 21. But
the ceremonial Precepts of that Dx(pcnlanon eX-
piring at the Mefjab’s coming, cannot affe@ us,
who, by the Gofpel, are freed from that Yoke
of Bondage.

3d. AnoTHER Rezfon feems to be mordl,
While David was with King Achijh, he invaded .
the Gefburites, and the Gezrites, and the Amo-
rites, and finote the Land, and left neither
Man nor Woman alive, and the Reafon affign’d
for this Seversty was, leaft any fhould bring
Tydings of Dav:d s Management, to Gath., Now
as this Blssdfied was attended with great Rigour,

fo
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{o- with Difimulation, as appears too evidently
- from the Dialogue of David with Achifl.. See
1 Sam. chap. xxvii. and in the mean Time, fo
far _as appears from the facred Writings, it
wanted a proper Authority, for tho’ David veas
anointed, yet he was not altually invefted with
tbc.Royal Authority, but ftill acknowledged Sau/
to be his King and .Lord : In this View the Blood-
fhed appears unfuft, and fo might be a moral Rea-
fon of his being debarred the Honour of atu..l
bailding the Temple

ADD to this, that David thed the Bleod of many
of the Amonites, and that with Circamftances of
fmgular. Seversty, after they were taken Ceptive,
he made- many of them to pafs thro’ Br:ck-b/'zs
and under Saws and Harrows of Iron, which
weas contrary to the Laws of War and Humanity.
And was moreover guilty of thedding the Bleeid of
Uriab unjuitly, which perhaps the Prohibition
had likewife a Refpect to, for in the L. P/ in
confefling this Sin, he faitn, I dave doneEorl in thy
Sight,. which is an I:.\preﬁion in fome Meafure,
parallel to that of his fheddinz much Blood in
God’s Sight, which 1s afiicnd as the Reafen of
the Prohxbxtxox‘ |

Now it feems to me as moaft probable, that all
thefe Reafens betore-mentioned, “hoth prudential,
cersmonial and morel, concurred as Coufcs of the
Probtbition atorclnd,

AND now D'uuu.:, et me
Improvement. I acfenive W A’{ lm, ful? Is
GOD himfelf an ecunent Warr:ier > Then et
us labour to be eftal:iiflicd 1o t’xc Bdlcf of this
1mportant Truth, and conform ourlelves thereto
in our Cenaudt, I

Oa n ‘-l;:rl\"f! I\F

WY W\
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. 1.Mav juftly call it smpertant, my:Brethren,
{ecing it is effential to Seciety: Without Government,
- Soctety cannot fubfift ; and without defenfive AR,
Government cannot be long maintained : Without
this, like fecure vnhappy . Laisn, we are naked
and lhelterlefs;  without this, thro’ a fordid Nex-
ligence of proper Means, we tempt the rightcous
GOD to abandon us, as well as invite unrea-
fonable Men to injure and moleft us, by Methods of
Force and Violence ; fecing: that upon this Hype-
thefis, they may do it with impunity, and, qur
Circumftances confidered, with certain and con-
fiderable Succefs; in a Word, without PREPA-
¢RATION for DEFENCE, we are perpetually
-expofed, as anealy Prey to the Enemies of our
KING and COUNTRY.— R
LeT us therefore dear Sirs! blefs GOD, that
it has pleafed his MA JESTY, to incline a Num-
ber of the Inhabitants of this CITYY and PRQ-
VINCE, to enter into an ASSOCIATION, for
our mutual DEFENCE againft our Enemies,
that the Number of the ASSOCIATORS daily
increafes, and that Love and Harmony. fubfift
amosng them, notwithftanding ot the Diverfity
of their Siwtiments, in fome Religious Matters :
Oh, the unfpeakable Goodnefs of GOD! 0Ob!
bow amiasle is it, for Brethren to dwell to-
gether in Urity! ‘Ibis i ltke the prectous, the
Jragrant Owniment, that ran dewn Aaron’s Beard
to the fkirts of bis Garments: This is like the
balmy refreftung finclifying DEW of Hermon,
the Dew that deicended upon the Msuntains of
Zyon: This is the Beauty, the Ornament, the
Comfort, the Benefit of Societies, both civil and
| facred
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facvéd. Let us therefore be hereby induced
gloeify GOD and exalt his Name, who is in-
deed 2 GOD ot LOVE, and yet at the fame
Time the Lord firong and mighty, the LORD
MIGHTY in BATTLE.

AND to render the aforefaid Undertaking rac-
cefsful; as well as obtain enduring Happinefs,
O let as repent of our Sins unfeignedly, and tho-
roughly reform our Lives, and pray to our GOD
with unfainting Importunity, and inceflant Vebe-
mence, for thofc valuable Mercies, and particulac-
ly, that 2 gracious Jebovab, would pleaie, in his
infisite and unmerited Gocodnefs, to fmile upon
this neceffiry and noble Essay of the ASSO-
CIATION, and be our Glory and Defence : That
if ever we fhould be attacked by the
(which miay Heaven prevent) we may difcomfit
them, as Jofbua did Amalet, and have freth Rea-
fon with Mofes on that Occafion, to fet up a
gratefal MONUMENT, for the Vi&ory obtained,
to the Glory of it's Awcvor, winth the fame excelk:
leut Motto and Infcription, namely, tbe Lord is
our Banner, JEHHOVAH NISSL.  Amen, Amen.

92¢ E N D.
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Explatts afcribed to him in the Holy Scriptures.

N particular, he is called the Lyon of the
Tnbe of Judah, by the Apoftle Fobn, And one of
the Elders f[aid unto me, bebold the Lyon of the
Tribe of Judzh bath prevailed, or as thc origi-
nal Word may be rende-ed, comquered : ® Nothing
can be more plain, than that this Paffage {peaks of
CuristT. Now, why is he here called a Lyon ?
But becaufe of fome amalogy, or relemblance
between the Redeemer and a Lyon, in fuch Pro-
perties as are peculiar to that noble Creature,

whereby he is diftinguithed from others.
E As

® Rev. v. 5. Exihefen & wihe wiFwia: Vilory fappefss Combat.
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As when Curist is called 2 Lamb, doubtlefs
his Meeknefs and Patience are thereby reprefented ;
fo when he is called a Lyon, it is but reafonabl~
to conclude, that different Properties are to t:
underftood by this Charaéfer, fuch as his Power
and his Wrath: A Lyon is flrong ; and is not
ChArisT the Power of GOD? Yea, ‘the mighty
GOD, as the Prophet Jfarab exprefles it.

THE Lyon is flerce and terrible! When he
roars, the Beafts of the Foreft fremble’; and is
not CHRIsT reprefented by the Apoftle fobn, as
cloathed with terrible Majefly! He informs us,
that he faw in the midff of the feven Candleflicks,
1. ¢. the Churches, one itke to the Son of Man,
Y15 Head and bis Hairs were white as Snow, bis
Byes like a Flame of Fire, bis Feet like unto fine
Brafs, as if they burned in a Furnace, and bis
Veice as the found of many Waters: Out of bis
Mout. went a fharp two-edged Sword: And bis
Countenance was as the Sun fbineth in bis Strength :
Such was the Majefly and Terror of his Appear-
ance, that when the Apoftle faw him, he fell
down as one dead.* And hence we read elfe-'§
where, of the Wrath of the Lamb, the great Day §-
of bis Wrath, from which, the Kings of the Earth,
the great Men, and rich Men, end the mighty, as well
as Perfons of a more obfcure Figure, wi/l jeek to bide
themfelves in Dens, and Rocks of the Mountains, 4
And at the General Judgment, he is reprefented
as feated upen a great white Throne, and toe Earti
and Fleavens are faid to flee from bis Face. T

Tucven CurisT may for a while, bear with

impenitent Sinners like a Lamé, yet if they p;:};
1

-.ww .

* Reve o 1 Rev. vis + Reve xxa 11,




~ ( 35 )
fit in the Abufe of his Patience, by and by, it
will expire towards them, then will he rife up
like a Lyon, and deftroy them!

CurisT is reprefented by the evangelical Pro-
phet, as a viGtorrous WARRIOR, marching trium-
phant from Edom and Bozra, with dyed Garments,
traveliing in the greatnefs of bis Strength, tramp-
ling under Foot bis Enemies, in bis Anger and
Fury, and baving their Blood [prinklcd on bis Gar-
ment. ®* This doubtlefs fignifies the Vengeance,
which the great Redeemer takes as a General, upon
the Church’s Enemues, and the V:&ary he obtains
over them!

AGREEARLE hercto 1s the Reprefentation, which
the loving Apoftle 7.hn gives of CurisT, in the
following Words, and I faw Heaven opened,
and bebold a white Hurfe, and be that [at on
bim was called faitf jul and true, and in Righte-
oujnefs be deti: judge, and make WAR. His Eyes
were as a flame of Fire, and on bis Head were many
Crowns.—---nd be was cloatbed with a Veflure dip-
ped in Blosd.-—-dnd out of bis Mouth goeth a
Jharp Sword, that with 1t be fhould [mite the
Nations4 :
E 2 Far-

® {ai. Ixiii.
T Rev. xix. 11, 12, 13. The following beautiful Stanza of Mr. Norris,
reprefenss well the Meaning of this Place of Scripture.
*» With ornamcatal Drops bedeck’d 1 ftood,
“ And wrote my [%¢’ry with my Enemy’s Blood,
And what ke {ays upon 1.1, Ixiii, is Lkew'fe applicable.
« Trimphant and Bi&crious he appears,
« And Honour in his Looks and Habit wears ;
# How (trong he treads! How ftately doth he go!
“ Pumpous and Solemn in his Pace,
 And full of Majefly as his Face,
“ Who is this mighty Hero, who?
« *Tis I, who to my Promife faithtul ttand;
“ 1. wiho the Pow’rs ot Neath, Hell, and the Grave,

“ Have foiled with this alleconquering Hand;
“ I, who moit ready am, and mighty too to fave,

L]

~
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FARTHER, to Curist is afcribed, by the
Pflalmiff, an sron Rod, thou fbalt break thim,
viz. the Enemies of his Kingdom, with @ R.d
¢f Iron, thou [Palt dafh ibem in Pieces bke o
Potters Veflel. * '

To him likewife a Sword, Arrots, and Bo,
arc afcribed in Scripture, gird thy Sword upon thy
9bigh, O moff mighty. <with thy Glory and thy
Majefly. + And I fawe, and bebeld a white Horle,
and be that [at on bim had a Bow, and a Crown
was given unto bim.} And be went forth conquer-
ing and to conques. Thine Arrows, fays the Pfal-
mift, are fharp in the Hearts of the King's Ene-
mics, ¥% “

Now may we not gather, from 2ll the par-
ticulars mentioned, Cyrist’s Apprebation of
WAR? Is it reafonable to believe, that he would
fuffer fuch martial Epithets to be afcribed to
him, if he did not approve it? And indeed,
divers of the aforefaild Inftances do intend a
temporal Death and Deftruction, tho’ not exclufive
of a Death more formidable.

BuTt to proceed: You may remember, my
Brethren, that the Method 1 propofed in the
precgding Difcourfe, was, |

f. To ofter fome more Arguments to prove
the lawfulnefs of defenfive W AR. And

II. To fhew what fort of a WaRrrIOR Gop
is. The former of thefe Las becn trcated of,
the latter thereforc remains as the Sufpedd ot
our prifent Meditations.

Now the blefled GOD is a wif*, a gowerful,
a suft, wr.d a genercics WARRIOR, Am‘iI

I, J=-

€ Pf. il o p BLxiv, + Rev. vi. 2 *® Pl xiv
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I. Jenovam is a wife and prudent WAR-
RIOR, iniinite in Knowledge and Jurlgement, be per-
fe@ly underftands eyery Stratagem of WAR ;
he knows how to difcighine his ARMY,  and
fet his RATTLE in Array; he knows how to
difconcert the politick Contrivaiices of his Ene-
mies, and catch Ahithophels iz their Craftinefs:Foc
all things are naked and open before bim, at one
View he beholds ali the Events, ti:at have been,
are, and fhall be from the frft moment of Time,
to its final Pericd : There 1s no Darknefs or fba-
dow of Death ahere the Wirkers of Imquity can
bide themfelves; for the Darknefs ss as the Light
to GCD, be is acquainted with all ihe Ways of the
Sons of Men and underflands their thoughts afar of,
* cven before they are form’d. |

Axp fuch is the grudence of this WARRIOR,
thar he takes proper care of the FRONT and
REAR of his ARMY, and hence he promifes by
the evangelical Proptet, to go before the HOST
of Ifrael, in their return to their own Land, and
to defcid their REAR : For the LORD <will go
Before you, and the GOD of lirael will be your
RERE-WARD. 4+ Hence we may learn, that
the GOD of BATTLE, goes as a GENERAL
before the ARMIES of his Pegple, engag’'d in a
juft Caufe; and in the mean ume Guards by his
Power, thofe that come behind, he not only
leads their VAN, but briﬁgp their KEAR. Bat
- II. Jenovau 5 a erful and Almighty

FW"ARRIOR. W uth GOD, fayeth El:lu, 1s tervibie
Meyefly, be is the LORD Strong and Mighty, the
LORD MIGHIY in BATTLE : It is he that

made

* Plainis ¥:ni. ¢, 1 il G s,
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made the valtt Syfem of the Umerﬁ to ftart
out of nothing into being by 2 Word and in a
Moment! "twas he that Meafurcd the Waters, in
the Bvllow of bis Hand, end meted cut the Hea-
*..m <cith a Span, who weighed the Mountains in
s, and the Hills in a baliance. It is he who

faftned the Feundations of this lower Globe, and
lay'd tbe corner Stone theref, be, that fhuts up the
Sea, ‘that unruly clement, scith Bars and Dosors;
and fays butberto [Lait thou come, but no furtl~tr
bere [Ralt thy proud <caves be jlavu! He, wbho
enter’'d into the Sgrings of the Sea, and <calks in
the Search of the D fth: He, +é opens the Gatcs
of Death, the Diors of the Skeds of Death : H,
tcbo re/m'cs the Treafures sf Srswe, and Haul, a-
sasnfl sbe Day of BATTLE aui WARR : He
4vbo bunds t[w Infliences of PLETADESY, and
bak: the Bands c¢f Oricn ¥

1T is He, wbo fitieth ufon the CIRCLL - th 2y
carth, and the intchbitants of it are as Gray sﬁff;/)b s
before bim; FE, that firetcheth out the Hoawens as
a Curtain+ Thb Almighty and Ternble ‘. AR-
RIOR, makes toe ecr tL 26 fear, and its Inkali-
fants to melt a% av, f that the Xen of Might
carnist find their Hands! He makes EM PERORS
as STUBBLE to his BOW, and KINGS as Clqﬁ
before the Wilirlezcind : He cuts of the Spirit of
PRINCES, and i5 tegggble tc the ]JNGb ¢f the
Earth! ¥ ’g
Whey BELSITAZER, that pread and potent
MONARCH, m the heizht of his Gramd-ur and
Gaiery, i the midit or his NODLES, his Cups,
his Cencudines, law the dand IWritniz on the

Jiall,

t‘/
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Wall, immediately bis Countenance was-thanged,
and bis knees [mote ome againff anotber, and bé
CRIED aloud, * notwnthﬁandm of his boon
Compamms, and his Sfirong Guard:' Here were
no claps of Thunder, no flafbes of Lightning, no
n Angel with a drawn Sword! And. yet,
beho the KING is frightned into a trembling

panick, and fhakes like a Leaf blown updd by a
fierce Wind! Who can fland before the great
GOD, when once he is Angry ! ‘
Sucw is his POWER, that he eafily prevails,:
over all the Enemies of his CROWN and KING-
DOM, when he rifes up, be devours at once, and
derides the impotent Attempts of his ungrateful
Foes ; He breaks them with a rod of Iron, and
dajbes them in Pisces Like a potters Veflel ! 4
THo' he bears with the Rebellious obﬁihae:v
of impenitent Tranfgreflors long, yet his abue'd
PATIENCE will have a PERIOD, tiien he will
fpeak as it were in PEALS of THUNDE‘{ and
FLASHES of LIGHTNING ! As he mm&u‘
affures us by the Prophet Jfaiab, in thefe Words ;
I beve for a long tzme beld my Peace, Ibave been
Ml : Now 1 swill cry like a tra'vellmg Woman, 1
‘witll defiroy and devour at once. The LORD jbrﬂ
forth as @ MIGHTY Man, be fhail flir up
Jealoufly like a MAN of WAR : He _/ball cry yea
rear ; be fball prevail againft bis Enemies! -} '
THIs WARRIOR is inzulneradle and Lmmorg
tal, which the P[a;m:/l nobly exprefles, in the
follpwmg beautiful Lines; zlou baft lay'd the
Foundations of the Earth, and the Heavens are the
Work of thy Hamlt ‘Tbe) Srall pertfhy but thou
Shalt

® Dan. v. T Pl F Ifai. xli. 130 14
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/ba]t eitdure ; as a veflure fbalt thou change them,
and they [hall be changed, but thou art the fame,
and thy Years (ball bave no end. * .

Is there any Compare between this omni
tent WARRIOR, who is abfolute LORD of
the Uniiverfe, who is cloth’d with Majefly as with
a Robe, with light as with a garment, and feeble
Ammalr wholz Foundation is in the Duf, whofz
Breath isin their Nofir:ls, and who are crufb’d before
the Moth! Who fays Jebovab, would [et the Bryers
and Thorns aga: izﬂ me in BATTLE? Iwauldge
through tbm T would burn them togetber. -

Turs LORD of HOSTS, this MAN of VAR,
is as a confuming Fire 1o bis ENEMIES, the wor-
Rers of Iniquity ; and they, as dry Stubble before
the fierce# Fiames! How Grand and Noble is the
Difcription, which the Prophet Nabum gives of
Febovab's Power and Refentment? The LROD
fayeth he, is great in Power, and will not at all
acguit the Wicked : The LORD bath bis Way in
the Whirlewind and in tbe Storm, and tbe. Clsuds
are the Duflt of bis Feet : He rebuketh the Sea,
and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the Rizers, |
Bathan languifbeth and Carmel, and the Flrwer
of Lebanon languifteth. Tbe Mountains Quake at
bim, and the Hills melt, and the Earth i1s burnt
at bis Prefence, yea, the World and all that dwell
therein ! Who can [flund before bis Indignation 2
And who can abid: the Fiercenefs of bis Anger ¢
His Fury is pour’d out like Fire; and the Rocks
are tbrown down by bim. What Cctfa: proudly
faid of himfelf, may be truly faid of this AL-
MIGHTY WARRIOR; 7 came, I Jaw, I over-
came. 3 Ll ja-

* Pf cii. xxvi. t Iai. xxvii. 4. i Ven', vidi, vici.
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IIl. Jenovau is a ju? and righteous WAR-
RIOR. He isjuft in all the WARS, in which he
engages, both Spiritual and Temporal : He never

_~proclaims WAR of any kind, without com-
petent Caufe ; as Mofes obferves, be 1s a Rock bis
sways are perfed?, ¢ GOD of truth and witbout
Inmqusty, juft and right is be. The LORD, faith the
Pfalmfl, 1s Righteous sn all bis Ways, and boly in
all bis Works.

SoMETIMES febovab commences a SPIRITU-
AL WAR againft Sinners, - but it is becaufe
they perfift in Impiety, and refufe to be re-
claimed, by all the condefcending endearing
Meafures of Mercy and Benigmty, <waich he is
pleafed to uf:z with them for that end : If zbey
turn not, be wiil wbet bis S\VORD, bend b:s BOW
and make it ready, yea be bath prepared toe Inflru-
ments of Death, and ordain’d bis ARROWS
againfl the Perfecutors. ¥ In the Prophefie of
Seremiab, we have thefe Words; but bave walked
after the Imagination of thesr own Heart, there-
fore faith the LORD of HOSTS, bebold I <will
feed them with Wormwood, a:.d give them water
of Gall to drink, I will fcatter them alfo among
the Heatben. I will fend a Swerd after them,
till I bave confum’d them. If, faith the GREAT
GOD, I wbet my GLITTERING SWORD, and
mine Hand take bold on fudgement, I wwill render
vengeance fo mine Enemies, and will Reward them
that bate me. I <will make mine ARROWS
DRUNK awith BLOOD! + |

SoMETIMES Febovab, engages himfelf in Tem-
poral WARS. ’Twas he that encourag’d pioys

K Fofbua
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“ofbua to FIGHT the Enemies of his People of
old: ®** And hence i is called the GOD a}‘ the
ARMIES ¢f Ifrael, ++4 ’twas he that fir'd up the
MEDES, to Jight agamﬁ the Pesple of BABI-
LON; 11 who in Conjunttion with the Perfians,
under the Commazd of Darius and Cyrus, were
the ruin of’ the BABILONISH MONARCHY :
It was the LORD of HOSTS, faith the Propbd,
that Muficred the HOST of the BATTLE :

1. e. medel’d and marfhal’d the Trogps, and kept a
Moufler-Roil (as it were) of all the Names of the
Soldiers. *Twas he who ftured up the Spirit of
the Affyrian Monarchs, namely PUL and
TILGATH PILNESSER, againft Ifrael, who
carricd them Captive to Halab and Habor.
*Twas he that ftirred up theSpirit of thePhilsjiines,
and of the Arabians agamft feboram, who came
up againft Fudab and conquered it. T However
unjuft fome temporal Potentates are in wedging
WAR with their Neighbours, withont fufficient
Foundation, the great GOD never gitds on his
Martiai Harrefs, nor draws his awful SWORD,
without JUST, without GREAT CAUSE !
_IV. JeHovaH is a gemerous and merciful
WARRIOR. He fets forth in his Word 2 plain
DECLARATIC™" both of the €aufe and Defign
of his Controveryy ith Sinners, as well as of the
Means whereby they may efcape the Weight of his
angry ARM, the dint of his awful SWORD
his BOW his VENGEANCE, and. be reinfla-
ted in his Favour and Proteétion. He fpeaks by
Mofes, in the following bold and fublime ftrains,

they

** Jofh. i. tt 1 Sam. xvii. ¢5. i+ If xiii 1),
* L. xiil. 40 1 2 Cluon. v. 24. F 2 Chron. xXi. 16.
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they bave proveked me to Anger with their Va-
mities, and I will provoke them to Anger with a
feolifb Natton, for a Fire is kindled in my An-
ger, and i"aﬂ burn tg the loweff Hell, cnd ftall
confums the Earth with ber Increafe, and Jet om
[fre the Foundations of Mountains: I will beap
Mifcbiefs upon them, I will [pend mine Arracs
upon them.? JEHOVAH warns before he wounds,
yca, he warns that he may not wound, he threa-
tens, that he may not, by Sinners continued Im-
penitence, be conﬁrmncd to, fmte.
" TRe gracious Defign of his Menaces, is to
ALARM a GUILTY WOoRLD outoftheir iron Sium-
bers ; tc reduce a Bediam World to their Senfes,
by holdmg before their Eyes, as it were, the
di eadfulnefs of his. 1nco ebmﬁble, inexpreffible,
unavordalle, intolerable, and eternal VENGEANCE
for Sin, that fo by beholding their complicated
crimion Jmiguities, their iminent and pregnant
Dargers, they may be compelled to flee to the
Redeemer’s Standard for Pardon and Protection !

ALTH'." poor infatuated Sinmers, who love
prefent Eafe more than Safety, are apt to com-
plain of tiis bomeff and candid Treatment, viz.
the denouircing of Gop’s Threats, as tho’ it were
gruel, yet it is the greateft Kmdneﬁ to labour to
alarm them, by this Method of Addrefs, and
as it were Icarcb them into Sm/e Hence it is,
that the Almighty enjoins his Ambaffadrs to. cry
qloud and not to f[pare, to fbew fo Judah thesr
Tranfgrcﬂions and to the Houfe of [acob thesr
Sins.* Agreeable to which was the A4ps?/e’s Pracs
tice, kmowing the Terror of the Lord, faith he,

F 2 we
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wt perfuade Men.4  Seeing unregenerate Tranf-
greflors are devoid of the ingenuous Principle of
tranicendent Lsve to GOD, and never have had
any Experience of his {pecial internal Fawvour, but
are governed chiefly by felfifb Mstives: Hunce
it follows, that they are apt tc be firft and n.. it
afeted, by Arguments adapted to influence theix
Fear : And altho' a flavifb Fear is oot a Prin-
ciple of acceptible Obedience, yet it it tuz 1 Tual
preiude thereto, in the Aault we muft firff re-
ceve a Spirit of Bondage to Fear, before we re-

ve the Spirit of Adoption, 'wbereb) we cry A )ba,
E ther. ®

Sucy is the Merey of thxs l0r1ous WARR]OR
that all Rebels who lay down their Arms, nd
accept of his Royal Proclamaticn, of free For-
givenels, which the Gofpel-Trumpet founds, du-
ring this joyous Jubile, he readily receives 11to
the Bofein of his Loeve, and under the Protetiion
of his Pewer: For Jesus bas afcended up on
bigh, and led Captivity Captive; be bas ~e-
cerved Gifts fer Men, yea, for the Rebellious aijo,
that the=Lird GOD might dwell among them. 3,
Ob ! ke is the Lerd, the icrd merciful and gm-
cious, abundant in lcving sz/nef Gocdnefs, and
Truth, jorgrving Iniquity, Tran/'rrq/zon and Stn.*%
Surely 7tavah 1s Goodnele .nd Love itlelf, :n
him are foundings of the tendereft Brwels of
Fity and Benignity towards the Penitent, whick:
.wxll not be reftrained on proper Occafions: Hc
foon heard puor Epbraim's Moaxs, and haftenec
to his Succour,*+ as the Father of the Prodigai
S ~ ' toward

ove [Y (XX
t+ 2 Cor. v. 11, * Rom. viii. I5. % Pf. ixviil.
** Exod. xxxiv. 6. * Jor. xxxi. zc
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towards his once rebellious, but now peninent re-
turning Som, whom he embraced, with the ten=
dereft Endearment, and moft compaffionate Ce-
reﬁ:' But the Time requires that I haiten to
ti.2 Improvement ot this Subjeit, |

Is JEHOVAH a MAN of WAR? W may
then trom hence learn,

1f. THAT the martial OFFICE is truly ho-
nourdble, under a- lawful * Autherity, and in a
good 'Caufe, fecing that the great GOD himfelf
is a'MAN or WAR, the LORD or HOSTS,
the:GOD oF TRE AR_'VIIES of 'ISRAEL:
Forafmuch as the blefled GOD is the Fountain
of - Excellen:~ an® "F- iour, it muft needs be the
higheft ngmty ¢ * Nature is capable of, to
be conformed tg him. -

..2d. From hence we may likewife mfer, the
Safety of GOD’s People, who have fuch a Man
of War upon their Side. But who are -the
Pzgple of GOD, and wherein confifts their Safety?

] ANSWER, fuch as have been made {o fenfible
of Sin, and Danger confequent upon it, w.J
their Helplefnefs in themfelves to obtain Relief,
as ‘well as utter Unworthinefs of it, that they have-
been’ reftlefs until they were enabled to flee for
Refuge to the Hope j}t before them by the Gofpel,
and embrace the Mediator JESUS in all his
OFFICES; and upon his own Terms, with Re-
folution, and without Re[erve and who in con-
fequence hereof, experience a habitual governmo‘
Reverence of GOD, and tranfcendant Love to
him in their Minds, as well as a peculiar com-
placential ‘Refpec? to thofe that bear his morat
IMAGE, and are hcreby influenced to a wolu#-

lar g
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tary, iuzom'al, and perfevering Obedience, to the
divine Precepts in their Praélice.

To all fuch, this Sedjei?, how terrible foever
in itlelf, (pcaks fweetnefs and folace, the bright
Side of the Clud fhines and fmiles upon you,
from this Clud a chearing Light breaks forth in
your Gofben, with all the Blaze of Day: Whllq
Agyptians grope i  midnight Darknefs, and
are furrounded with the moft gloomy Terrors,
the . Beauty of a Believer’s State, appears more
amiable and orient in Comtraft. Other’s Mifories
are in fome Senfe a foi/ to your Mercies, and
make them fparkie and fhine with diftinguithed
Beauty and Luftre, like rich fewe/s curioufly cut
and embofled in Gold. * 1 fay, this Subjcé? opens
a Spring of Sweetnels to every pious Soul,

Fcr the omnipotent Warrior is your Shield
and Buckler, be will cover you with bis Feathers,
and undger lis Wings you may fafely truj, be
that duwells in the Sccrct of the moft bigh, fhali
abide wunder the Shadow c¢f the ALMIGHTY :
T be munition of Rocks is your defence. How {weet
are the Words of Mbfes, upon this Head, there
1s nome, fayeth he, like 10 the GOD of Je-
thurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in thy Help,
and in bis Excellency on the Sky. The eternal
GOD is thy Refuge, and underncath are the ever-
lafling Arms. T You fhall find ip GOD, thre’
CHRIST, a fecure, a fweet Retreat, from every
Storm, from every Zompeff; and theretore you
need not be flavifhly afraid, whatever Dé'réneﬁ
or Confufion feems to fit upon the Face of the

Church or State; or however your and the
Church’s

¥ Comeraria jucto Je pofira, clar:s ifucefeume.  F Deut. xaxiii. 27. l




(47 )
Church’s Enemics do rage and roar, you may
netwithftanding, on a firm Foundation, fpeak in
the Plalmft’s Language, of plous Security, ‘of
believing Triumpb, and fay, I will not fear, tho'
Mountains be toffed (as it were, like Tennis Balls)
into the midf} of the Sea, I-will not fear, tbo’
Ten Thoufand rife up againff me, the moft for-
midable Rewolutions, in the Kingd:ms of Nature
and Providence, fthall not dath my Confidence,
or mart my Solace, for my GOD chufes all
my Changes for me, he manages the Reigns of
Univerfal Empire, he turns the Helm of the Gburch
and State! |
Ir GOD be for you, dear Bretliren, whd -
fhall be againft you? How trifling and contempti-
ble is the cembin’d Force of the whole Creatront,
of Angels, of Men, of Deuvils; the LORD of
ARMIES can fpeak them to nething by a fingle
Word, a fingle Beck; nor can they move a Hair’
breadth without his Lesve! Humbly then rejoice
in your GOD, your Fortrefs and Safvation, amidft
the moft 4tfireffing Circumflances of Life! Re-
folve with the pious Propbet, to rejoize in the
LORD, and joy in the GOD of your Salvation,
even tho’ the Fig-Tree does not bloffom, dnd there
s no Fruit in the Vine, tho' the Labout of thé
Olive ftasls, and the Folds yield nd Meat, tho
the Flock be cut off from the Fold, and there is
no Herd in the Stalls.* For Qae GOD is
mofe than all befides him, his allfufficiency -is
an unfailing Ocean of Good, '
Anp tho’ the prefent Afpec? of Things may
look dark and difconfolatory, in' refpect of the
Church,

? l'XIBo ii. 17 l"o
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Clurch, yet confider fhe is built upon a2 Rock,
the Roct of Ages; and the Almighty Warrior
has promdcd tbat the Gates of Hell fhall not
prevail againft ber, nor any Weapon for .ned againft
Zion, be fuffered to profper.

IN the mean Time, dear Brethren, ye fhould
glerify GOD, for his unfpeakable undefcrvcd
Goodnefs to you, with the moft affe@ionate
Gratitude, by the Sentiments of your Minds, and
the Speeches of your Lips, zad as an Evidence
of your Sincerity therein, let the exemplary Prety
and diftinguithed Ulcfulnefs of your Lrves crown
the Scene : Endeavour to maintain, with Vigaur
and Steadinefs, the Spiritual WAR, under the
Conduc of the CapTAaIN of your Salvation, and
adern tbe Dollrine of GOD our Seviour i» all
Things. The Confideration of your Captain’s
Power, and of the Crown of Bleflednefs before
you, may fupport your Hope, and aniniate your
Jndufiry, amidtt all the Difccuragements and Dif-
ficulties that attend your fpiritial WAR with
Sin and Satan. Let the Smnts be joyful in Glory,
faith the Pfalmift, let the bigh Praifes of GOD
be in their Mouth, and a two-edged Sword ix their
Hand, to execute Vengeance upon the Heathen,
and Punifbments upon tbe People, i. ¢. to fight
the LORD’s BATTLES againft the Enemses of
his Kingdom, tbis Honour bave all bis Saints
praife ye tbe LORD.*

3d. 'WE may learn from what has been faid,
the Danger and Mifery of the Encmies of GOD,
But who are they? And what is their Dan-

ger? I anfwer, thcy arc fuch, who have not
expe- |

® Pf. cxlix. 6, 8, 9.




( 49 )

experienced the aforefaid Charallers of fincere
Piety ; fuch who habitually diflike the Lew of
‘GOD, becaufe of it's Striéinefs; the Pegple of
GOD, becaufe of their Holinefs; fuch as re-
main in a Sfafe of Security, or go on in a Courfe
of fecret or open Wickednefs of any Kind, willing-
iy and knowingly. .

~ Avr fuch are in a Stafe of extreme Mifery and
Danger, for the great GOD is your Adverfary;
and truly a dreadful Adverfary Fehovab is! If he
is againft you, who fhall, who can be for you,
fo as to protet you from his #rath? O Sinner
agree with thine Adverfary quickly, wbilf} thou
art in the Way with bim, leaft at any Time the
Adverfary deliver thee to the fudge, and tbe fudge
deliver thee to the Officer, and thou be caft into
Prifon, Verily, I [ay unto the, faith the Lord
Jesus, thou fhalt by no Means come out thence,
till thou baft paid the uttermoff Farthing. *

O coNsIDER Sirs, that it is a fearful thing
to fall into the Hands of the living GOD ! I be-
feech you, in the Name of our Lerd JESUS
CHRIST, the Kizg of the Church, the Captain
of Salcation, to lay down your Arms of Rebel-
lion againft GOD, I mean, that you thould for-
fake your Sins, bewail them, and turn from them
to GOD in JESUS CHRIST, jpeedily, [peedily,
Jpeedily! as you fhall anfwer it at your Peril
before the terrible Bar of GOD, in a little
Time!

ALAs, Friends! while you remain in vour pre-
fent State, that great, that ghricus GOD, wha
is the LORD of HOSTS, who is an all-wifz,

G ool

& Matt. v. 26.
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all-powerful, and inflexibly righteous W ARRIeR,
1s againft you, all the adorable Perfei?ions of his
Nature, <onfpire to fecure and aggravate your
utter and eternal Ruin. Febovab is wife in Heart.
arid mighty in Strength: Who bath bardened bimn-
Jelf againfi Gop and profpered? ‘e is, a~ L[ riel
exprefles it, the great and dreadful GOD. |

CoNsIDER this, ye tbat forget GOD, leaji o«
tear you in Pieces wb:a ibere (ball he nome to de-
liver : Hal thou an Arm lik: GOD?2 Or canft
thcu thunder <wvith a Voice like bim?2 Who, if he
but fouch the Mountains, they fmoke, yea, the Hills
tremble at bis prefence : He [baketh the Earth out
of berPlace, and thePillars thereof tremble, yea, and
the Devils roar, when he is angry ! He commandeth
the Sun and it rifeth not, and be feal: . up the
Stars : All inanimate Nature, unreloGant, but
trembling, obeys his Beck: The Winds blow,
the Lightnings fly, the Sea roars, and rifes Moun-
tains high, at his Pleafure, or if he gives the
Word, the bluftering #inds {leep, the forked
Lightning forbears to play, and the angry Ocean
fubfides into a pleafant Calm! When febovab
defcended from the imperial Paradice, at the
aiving of the Law, he rode on a Cherub, and
did fly, yea, be flew upon the Wings of the Wind,
be bowed the Heavens, and came down, and dark-
nefs was under bis Feet, be made darknefs bis [e-
cret Place, and bis Pavilion round about bim
were dark Waters and Clouds of the Skies; a
Jmoke «went out of bis Nofirils, and fire out of
bis Mouth devoured, Coals were kindled by 1t, the
Earth [Look, the Foundations of the Hills were
moved, becaufe be was wroth! And Sinai trem-

bled 3
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bled for fear, under the Burden of a GGL
and as it were, fought to hide itfelf under the
Mantle of a fmoaky Cloud.

. HEAR, O Sinners! thefe dreadful Words of
GOD, by the Prephet Foel, therefore will I F-
.mto ihom as a Lyon; as a Legpard by the B

ill chferve them, I wiii m-et them as a Becr
t[ra. 15 bereaved of ber i¥belps, and well reni
the Caul of thesr HEART'!

Oh! Sirs, confider, that your prefent Retellion
1s unjuf, ungrateful, and rusmng in it’s Confe- -
quences! For has not the GOD that made you,
a Right to your Homage and Service ? And has
he not vouchfafed inumcrable Benefits upon you ?
And is this the Refurn you make for them? To
ruth upon the Befis of the Beuklers of this om-

nipotent Warrior! And bid Defiance to Hea-
ven! What can ye expe® will be the Iflue of
this unjuft and unequal Conteft, but utter and
eternal Ruin! Surely the adorable JESUS fFall
be revealed from Heaven, <with bis mighty Angels,
in flaming Fire, to -take Vengeance upon thofe
that kmow nst GOD, and obey »ot the Gofpel of
our Lord JESUS CHRIST, who jhall be pwzzﬂ‘ed
with everiafiing chlruﬁzoﬂ, jram tbe prefence of
the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power.

HEe that bears the Words of this Curfe, faith
GOD, by Mofes, and yet blefeth bimfelf in bis
Heart, [aying, I (ball have Peace the' } walk
after the imagination of mine Heart, to add
Drunkennefs to Thirft, the Lord will not [pare bim,
but then the Anger of the Lord and bis f}'ealou/'
Shall jmoke agazzyi that Man, and all the Curfes
that are written this Book, _// al' be upon bine,

G2 and
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and the Lord fkall blot out b:s Name from wn-
der Heaven.

O, Sinner! think ferioufly, that the Alw:sbty .
hath an abfolute Commard over the whole Cr2a-
tion: At his Beck the Frogs aflaulted Pharcab ;
the Stars fought aganit Sz/era ; an Ange! frugbt
the whole Hof of ./l[}na the Watchers turned
Nebuchadnezar to Grajs ; tofled Belfsazer from
the Tbrons, and opcncu the Gater { Bulyon
for Darms He tolds 16 Winds in bis 54, a'ui‘
brings the Srp w0, the Hail out of bis ‘i ~calures,
and [catters the boary Iiafft kike Afkes. Rickes
profit not in the Day of bis Wrath, and by ;.rmgtb
Shall no Flefls prevail. !

Oh, SIRS' make fpredy, a folemn Paxde,
and conﬁdcr that while you are in this Stece
and Courfe of Enmty and Rebellson, you are, i
all refpets, and every way encompafled with
Danger and Mijery ; your Sins are all unpardoned,
you are under the Condemnation and Curfe of the
great and terrible GOD, be that bekieves not is
condemned already, curﬁd 15 every one, faith the
Apoftle Paul to the Galatians, who continucth
not, in all Things that are written in the Law,
t0 do them : ¥ are poor, miferable, blind and naked,
without durable Riches, without fpiritual Beauty,
without folid Comfors, without Ornament, without
Defence! If ye look behind you, there is a Life
fpent in vain, in the Service of Sinand Satan,
a Refletion upon which may jutly caufe Séame,
Sorrow, and Fear! If you look above you,
there you may behold Hcm'm Shut againit you,
an angry GOD frowning upon you, his Venge-
ance hanging over you, like a dark Clud, preg-

nant




( 53 ) .
pant with #% and Death, ready every Mement:
to be difcharged upon you, to your utter De-
ftraction ! There yonponuny bebold the ghttering
Sword of fuflice drawn, ready to be made drunk-
with your Bkoed.

Ir you look below you, there by your Reafon
you may perceive the Eartb groaning under fuch
an uoprofitasle Bwrtben, and Hell gaping for
fuch an obitinate Criminal.

IFr you look before you, there alfo a difmal
Prefpes? opens! There you may behold Death
and the final fudgement, to which you are every
Moment haftening unprepared: Oh, Sinners!
How can ye bear the Theaghts of meeting
Death in your prefent Condition, as Bildad ob-
ferves, your Confidence fFall be rooted out of your
Tabernacle, and st jball bring you to tbe King of
Terrors ¢ What will you do for Comfort, in a
dying Hour ? When all your earthly Enjoyments
flee from your Embraces, and you muft take a
ferious Look of the Grave, and leap into the
Ocean of Etermity! And in the mean Time have
no covenant GOD to go to. Oh, lamentable
Cafe! ®

BuT poor Sinners! If ye ook beyond the Grav.
ftill a more dreaful Scene opens! Can ye thim
without trer blir r 2nd lborror, of the majeftick
awful Advest ot the Som of GOD, the grea
Fadge of Quick and Dead, from his Throne ir
Heaven to the fudgrent-Seat! See him defcend
ing thro’ the vaft cxpanfe of Atber, intc ow

Atmo{
* It was an awful Speech of a Pagam Frince, in his expirine Mo

ments ; Dsbius mwrier, qao Vadem mefiio: 1 dic doubtful, where I haiter
I know not.
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Atmofpbcrc, in 2 Robe of Ma;el?y, of Beauty, and
of Light ! with a thining Train ot irumerable An-
gels, and werfeGd bpmts' Hurk., bhark! the
Arcbangels Trurivee {aunds, with a lou¢ and
terrible Rlgff! Se, fee, the Deaa mﬁng 1y freat
Maltitudes out of thc Eartn aid Sq, and Laft-
ning to the enlightened Trijunas! Sco the great
white Throne, up-a which tie Yfusgze fits, jrom
whofe Face, thc Earth .nd Heavens flor aw i :
See how the vifibie Heavers riid tigether i a
Scrole, and th: Larth izelts fw."t;-"- forvent
beat. Sce how the fulphurous Me:ter hid in
its Bowels, being kindied by ficry Showers trom
Heaven, tears it's Surface, and turs in burning
Rrvulets! Hear the rattling Peais of Tounder ;
hear the Ocesan’s Murmurs! Heir the awful
romblings of Eartbquakes, and feel how the
whoie Gisbe trembles and fhakes, and fce how
it burns! See all us Hoerks of drt and Pride
reduced 1o one funeral Pile, to ore {pacious Ruzn!
Hear the dreadful Siricks of damned Men and
Women, that have received their final Doome |
Sec Terror, Confufion and Anguith, fit on their
doleful A/pect, look how hideous is their Form!
See how they are dragged reluctant to the Fault
of Hcll, that Center of Horror, Diftrefs, Defpair
and Pain! to be there torever incxprefﬁbly mife-
rable, under the continual vials of divine Ven-
e, and unceafing juft RefleCtions of their
own guilty Minds! And come thou impenitent
Sinner and hear thy own final Sentence, Go, thou
accurfed into everlafiing Burmings, prepared for
the Devil and bss Angels | Oh, dreadful Words!
O thesefore be pcrfuaded poor Sinners, to flee
from
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from the Wrath to come, to CHrisT; hafte ye
to Zoar! hafte, efcape for your Lives, lcaft ye be
confumed in the Flames of divine Wrath! Be-
bold now 1s the acceptable Time, bebold now is the Day
of Salvation. Now then we are Ambaffadors for
CHRisT, as tho' God did bejeech you by us, we
pray you, in CHRIST’s flead, be ye reconciled to
GOD : God is waiting o be gracious to you,
and wanting to be exaited, that be may bave
Mercy upon you! And now Sirs, 1 call Heaven
and Earth to witnels, that 1 bave this Day [et
Life and Death before ysu, if you will not hear
and comply, your Blwd will be upon your own
Heads.

BuT before I conclude this Difcourfe, fuffer me
Gentlemen of the AssociaTion, to addrefs you
in a few Words, my dear Bretbren, tho’ I am
unworthy and unmeet to fpeak to you, yet my
Regard for the important Enterprize you are en-
gaged in, and to you, conftrains me to fay, that
the Assoc1ATIoN is the only temporal Method,
in our prefent difficult and unhappy Circumflances,
which could be fallen into for our mutual Defence
and Safety : And therefore, go on, my dear Bre-
thren, in the Name of the God of Armies: Let
no Contempt, no Oppofition, no Difficulty difcon-
rage you, it is furely the Caufe of GOD and your
Country, that you have engaged to promote; O
endeavour to feek and ferve the Lorp, with your
whole Hevarts : Beware of Pride, beware of {in-
ful Contention with éach other. I rejoyce to hear
of the Increafe of your Number, and to fee fo
much Lsve and Unity among you, notwithftand-
ing of your different Denominations! This is

truly
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‘truly amiable, may Almighty Gop, for Cerist’s
fake, preferve and increafe it. L<t meaccoft you
Sirs, .in the Language of Paul to the Plilipians, .
if there be therefore any Confolatien in CuRisT,
if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowfbip of rbe
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies; fulifil ye my
oy, that ye be like-minded, baving the fume
Love, being of ome accord, of ome Mind.
Let nothing be dome thro’ Strife or wasn Glory,
but in lowlnefs of Mind, let each cfcem ctker
better than themfelves. |
To conclude, O, remember the Words of |
GOD himfelf to fofbua ; who after the Death of
Mofes, was to prefide over the Pegple of Ifrael,
and fight againft their Enemies, in their Way to
Canaan: Only be thou firong and very couragious,
ihat thou mayeft obferve fo do, according to all the
Law which Mofes my Servant commanded thee,
turn not from it, to the Right Hand or to tbe
Left, that thou mayefl profper whither foever thou
seft, and then thou fhalt bave good Succefs:
hich may GOD grant to the important Enter-
prize of the AssocIATIoN, for Jesus CHRIsT,
his Sake. AMEN. AMEN.

FINTIS






