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TO THE

THE -wlvole dxty of man 1s to Jear Ged, azd iec Bis
commandments, and the principal defign of bis
creation isy That be may glorify Ged c{u lartb, axd
by the wmerits axd interceffion of Jefus-Chrit may enjoy
eterul 5:;):".[: ix the prefexce of God in the ‘morld to
come, wherein is fulnefs of jey, and at whefe right
band are pleafuves forevermeie. T3 attain this ever-
lafling inberitance, it is abfolately neceffary to acquaint
m/? wes wih Ge¥, and car b’f[,l"{ Savivar, and to be
JSully perfuaded of the srutd of the divimity of Je ofs,
aad of th: certainty of bis being the Myjffah, promifed
22 the patriarchs and apofiles fome thoufands of years
before ; wha, im the xlxe: /’ time, mad- bis appear-’
ance for the ak:atxaa of all -that fincerely behieve in
bim, and chlé ¢n obedience to bis "holy precepls and
do&rimes. This fmall irafi is defigned for the purpofes
aforenamed, that all true Chriftiazs may know in

- whom they have believed. For tuw.c/r mar{] wndeziable
*  arguments and confidevations are acaxc:dy quhich may
be comprebended by the meaneft tmdegm;zd'um, axd m«g
put te filence fuch abandomed acretches as deny tie Lord
that bought them ; who being refolved ta con.:ane 1n @
corrfe of propbanaej.'c and irreligion, endecvonrts harden
thesr coafciences, and pesfuade themf.lves, that there 15
wo Gody nor fature flaie of punifbment, becauje they
defire it may be fo. I bave alfo added the lives cof rhe
boly Ewvangelifis ond Apofles, «vith théir martyrdom
Jor preaching and publybing the food tidirgs of Jalva-

tion 1o the barbarous nations with fuch mighty juccej:,
tad
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2 To rme READER.

1hat thoufanls wisre corvertedy axd aficr:vards faffered
death fir ike profifiicn of the gofpely and cfferiing the
trzth aud certaimty of the Chriffian religion, againfi
&/l 1ts oppsfers : Thefe ibings are written for omr
inflruicn, and may fo fortify use :hat 1t may not be 1n
ice power of thefe deceivers whs cre abroad in the
wvcrldy 1o cueakes sur faitk and corfidence :n the mercy
o, Gedy and the merits of oxr bleffed Savionr, that wre

soall at lafl atiain cerlafling lifc and bappinefs.

]J. TAYLOR.

THE
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OF OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR
- JESUS CHRIST.

A CTHOTH —

T is undeniabie; that through the whole body of the
Old Teftamens, the Jews tal a Mefliah promifed,
the fa:ne that we call Chrift, or a perfon anointed and
fent from God to be a Saviour, a Redeemer, a Pacifier
of God’s wrath, a Mediator between God and man, a
Satisfier for the tins and offences of the whoiz wadld, 3
Reftorer of “our innacency lot in Paradif~, a faiter
anl Initru3or, a Lawgiver, a fpiritual a»} enieraal
King, that thonld fit and rule axd reign in our hearts,
to conquer the power and tyranny of Satar, the encm
cf mankind, who overcame our firft parcnts 1 Paradife,
and never ccafeth to afail us with his temptations,
For the firft covenant that cver God made with ran,
was, lu the day thou eateft of the tree of iuonpledee of
2334 and evily thon jBalt furely die, e
- This
, : A 2 N
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. This eovenant being broken by cur commoa pIo-
genitor, he received judgment accordingly, but with
this benign promife : That the feed of the aveman
Sbonld break “1hc ferpent’s bead, who had beguiled
them ; aad be fhould lie in wait to hurt the heel of
mankind : That is, the time fhall ceme, when one
fhall proceed out of the fred of the woman who fhall
«conquer death and fin, the weapons of the devil, and
‘ihall make void all his temptations, and trample them
under his feet, and this fhall be Chnft, the Mefliah of
ché world. o - :

For whatfcever the latter Jews dreamed, That the
Mefliah thould fet up a temporal kingdom, and reftore
tiem to their country and former government : It is
cvident the ancient Rabbies of that nation, in the old
‘Chialdee paraphrafe, called the Yerafalem Targum, ap-
ply thefe words, That tke devil that deceived Adam,
faying, ¢ Mankind has an infallible and prefent remedy
* againft thee, O Satan! For the time will come that
4 they fhall tread thee down with their heels, by the
' help of the Mefliah; who fhall be their King.’ "
- The very fame promife is feven times repeated and
eftablithed to Abraham, who hived near two thoufand

cars after Adam, and again to Ifaac, his fon, after
him. Ger. xil. 18, 22. Iz thy jeed hall all the ma-
“dons of the earth be bleffed ; which had been a fmall
benedition to Abraham, or to the Jews after him,
{that never aQually faw the Mefiiah) if he had been a
~ temporal King over the Jews only : And a much lefs
blefling to the Gentile world, if he was to fubdue and
deftroy all that would not fubmit to the Jewith confs-
tation, | ~

But Jacob prophecieth plainly, at his death, of the
eoming of Chrift, in thefe words ; ¢ 'Yhe fceptre fhall
¢ not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from betwcen
® his feet, till Shiloh, or the Meffiah come, and to him
¢ thall the gathering of the people be.” Which latter

~ words the fore-named Chaldee paraphrafe, and the

. great Onkelos, (both of fingular authority among the

i fews) interpret, ¢ Until Chrift and the Mefliah comcl‘.],’

A B} who




JESUS CHRIST. .

who is the expe@ation of all nations. Now, if he:¥e
the hope and expetation of the Jews as well asohe
Gentiles, then can he not be a temporal King to de-
firov the Gentiles, as the late Jews imagine : Buta
fpiritual King to reign over them, and to bting into
fubje&ion their fpiritual encmies, namely, the world,
the flefh and the devil, as all true chriftians bolicve.,

~ Baut to leave this controverfy with toe latter Rabbies,
and to proceed to fhew that Chrift was foretold and
promifed to the Jews : It is to be ocferved, that after
the death of Jacob, little is recorded of the doings of
the Jews, during the four hundred years that thev were
in bondage in kgypt ; yet that nation have a tradition,
that as foou s they were delivered out of that flavery,
and come into that wildernefs in their travels toward
the land of Canaan, the three fons of Korah, Aflir,
Elkanah, and Abiafaph, menticned in Exod. vi. and
in other places, compofed divers fongs and pfalns in
the praifes and expectations of thie Meifiah t» come, and
the holy men of that time {olaced themlelves with
finging of the farme ; and that king David afterward
in the fecond part of his pfalms, from the 45th to the
87th plalms, collected moit of thefe old fongs together
as they now ftand,

Mofes likewife prophecied of Chrift, Deut. xviii. 15,
¢ The Lord thy God will raile up unto tice a propher
¢ from the midtt of thee, of thy brethren, like unto m
¢ unto nim ve hall hearken, inall things what{foeveT he
¢ fhal! Ay unto yeu ; and 1t thall come 6 pafs, that
¢ every foul that wiil not hear thit provher fhali be
¢ deitroyed from among the people.” Deur, xviii. Afts
111, wiich words cannot be underitcod of wny prophet
fhat ever livad after Mofes among the Jews, 23 is
mantielt by what the Holv Ghoft fays of Lim : ¢ And
¢ there arofe not a prophet fince in litael like umo
¢ Mofes, whom the Lord krew face to face,” Deut.
Xxxiv,

David, who lived about four hundred years after
Mofes, a man after God's own h2art, and the fird Kinz
of Judal, cut of which tribe, and ui whole lincage the

Mefian
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Méfllad wis to coine, had this myfery more plainly
Windsled to himz than to any before him : For he wms
'Ig:;'ed, that Chrift Thoudd be bom of that ftock, as

od had ifed him by the prophet Nathan, faying,
* Thy ‘{eedpr?m I eka\g{fh fo;crggrg and duald ng thgy
¢ throne in all genemations ; for I have made a covenant
¢ with my chafen, and have iworn to David ay ferv.at 2’

_Which wordy the latter Jews apply to king Salomos,
~and ‘thay in feme fenfe B8 trwe, fince Solomon wis 2

type of Chrift to conre, but cannot be verified in him,
whofe earthly kifgdom was rent and divided by Jero-
bram, add muft thersfore be underitoad of an @emal
King, which thould rife out of Bavid’s feed ; and
therefore it is faid in Plalm it ¢ Thou am my fon, this
¢ day have 1 begoren tiee, I wiil'give thee the heathen

oot thy inhcz’t’anec, 2nd the utmott parts of the earth

¢ for- thy poffefion :* Which was never fulflled in
Solonion, nor in any other temporal king. after him.

-Aad muach jefs what is whitten in Pfal. Ixxii. ¢ He fhalt

¢ reigh from fea to fea, and from thie rivers to the ends

¢ all-nations fhall worthip-him. His name fhall enduye
' ‘orever, as long"as the fan ; and all nations fhail call
¢ him blefi=d.” All thefe promsifes add exprefions can
uever be applied to any but Jefus Chritt alories = -
‘This promife made to- David for Chrift to come of
his feed, is reppated after his death by many of his
prophets, particalarly tz Jeremiah, Chap. xxiti. ¢ Be-
¢ held the days come;- faith the Lordy that I will raife
¢ unte Dzvid a rightecus branch, and a King thall reign
¢ and profper ; and this is' his name, whereby he fhall
¢ be calicd, THE LORD QUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.!
AH this was fpoken cf David’s feed above four hundred
vears after-his death. - |
Ezckiel, Likewils, who was co-temporary with Tete.
miah, calis the Nletiah by tie nama ot David himfelf;
Ezek. xxxiv. ¢ I wiil fave my fock, 2nd they fhall he
¢ no more 2 prey : Aced I will {et up one fliepherd-over
¢ them, and hie fhail feed them, even my fervant David,
¢ and he fasil be their fhephend; and a Trinece: atmony
: ' ¢ them,
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* them, and he fhall feed them :> Which words, beth
Chriftians and the modern Jews in the ‘T2lmud, confefs
to be rneant of the Meffiah, and we believe to be fore-
told of Chriit; David being four handred years betore,
aod could not come zgain to govern and fced the people
of God.

Ifaiah the prophet, who lived above one hundrc.d
years before Jeremiah or Ezekiel, had plain and emi-
ment difcoveries of the Mefliah, in the xlix, 1, 1, 1,
and lili chapters of that propliecy ; wherein he foys,
That Chrit being fent to the Jews, ke complains of
them ; and .at he is fent to the Gentiles with gracious
promifes. Iie fhews that the occafion of the Jews be.
ing caft off is not to Le Lrputed to the Mefliah, he
having ability to.fave, by bis cbedicnce in that work,
and by confidence of God’s affitance. Chrift there
" perfuaded his church to beiieve Lis free redemption ;.
to receive the minifters therecf to joy in the power
thereof, and that his kingdom fhall be exalted. The
propiiet alio complains of the incredulity of the pecpie,
_excufeth the fcandal of the crofs, by tie benefit of
Chrift’s paffion, and the geod fuccefs thereof: The
fame prophet particularly expreffes the graces and di-
vine properties, of Chrit, as that ¢ He {hall forever
¢ overthrow and deftroy death ; he fhall open the eyus.
¢ of the blind, and the ears of the deaf ; he fhall not
¢ cry nor eontend, nor fhall except the perfon of any
¢man, but in truth he fhall bring forth truth ia
¢ righteoufnefs.” And Danicl lived in the end of the
capuvity of Babylon, fome time before Haguai, Za-
chary or Malachi, who were the laft prophets that ever
Rourithed among the Jews, alnioft five handred years
before the coming of Clritt ; fpeaks plainly of his
beirg cut off, and put to deathy Dan. ix. And to initt
upon no mare, the whole f{cripture centres in *his point,
to foretel and manifeft Chrift to be the Mefliah, by figns,
figures, parablgs, and prophecies.

But to be more particular in the demenftration of this
momentous and fundamental truth : That this Jefus
of whom the four cvangelifis treat, is the true Meibah ;

let
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‘It s compire the chriftian’s cofbel with the Jewifh faw;
or '&%-o{f&pﬁa ander the ome, “with the

‘prophecies of ths Meffiah undér the othur ; and thenee

‘conclude,* that if “what{odver was forctold- conberming
Ut Meffiah, was ' folfifled in this )efts Chrift ; then Jie
was undoubtedly tho Mefiiah who was to come into the
‘world for the falvatlon of mankind ; to wwale whicp
‘comparifon th: more exaét, let us rn taromgh the
{everal circumftances that attend=d his.birch, life, dédth,
~refurre®ion and afcenfion, and cbferve how punctually
_‘!mrmphecics of ‘them wrere fulfilled in every par-
iod . , |

* And_£78, For the birik of the Meffich ; the fave faidy *

“He -was'to be barn of the feed of ‘Abtaham,” Gen.
Xxii. 18. and David, 2 Sam.. vii. 32.  and of .the feed
‘of Jefle, Ifaizh xi. :, From whence ‘he 35 freqhently
- Cafled, by the Jews, ¢ The fon of David.” - The
‘faith, ¢ Jefus Chrift was the fon of David, the fon of
¢ Abraham,* Matt. 1. 3. ' The law, ¢ THat he was to be
¢ bora of a visgin,’ Ifa. vii. 14. Tbegofﬁl, ¢ Thit
¢ Mary, a virgin, broaght ferth this Jefus,” Mart. §. 18.
’Lﬂke io 1 7’ 32, 35- Chxp. ii. Yo ﬁ. 'ﬁo ’m ‘h‘,
“"Fhad he was to.be bomn at Bethlebem Ephratah’
Mich, v. 2. The gofpel, ¢ That this Jefos was born
¢ tliere,” Matt, 1. 1. guke iv. o 6. The law fiiyy,
¢ That he was to be brought out of Egypt,” Hofes, xi.
t. The gofpel, ¢ That Jefus was called thence,’ Matt.
il 1g, 20. ‘The law, ¢ That one fhould go before tie
¢ Me#izh,” Mal. iii.* §. “and fhould ery in the Wﬂdémﬁ‘f
Ifs. xi. 3. The gofpel, ¢« That Jobn Baptit did fo
¢ before Chrift,” Matt. iii. 1. 3, Mark i. 2, 3. . The law,
¢ ‘That the Meffiah fhould preach the doéirine of falwa-
_f tion in Galilee, - who, fitting before in dirknefs, thali
¢fee great light,” Ifa. ix. 1, 2. The gofpel, ¢ That
¢ Jefus did {o,” Mitt. xviii, 12, 23. ‘The law, ¢ That
€ in the days of the Meffiah, thc eyes of the blind fhould
¢ be opeaed, and the ears of the deaf fhould be-unftop-
¢ ped, the lame leap, and the tongue of the dumb fing,’
Ifa. xxxv. 5. The gofpel, ¢ That it was fo in the days
¢of Jefus Chrift,” Mate. iv. 23. and Chap. xi. §. B
v ut

L 4
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Bat for all thefe wonders 2ad miracles, the law faith,
% 'They fhall hear but.not underand, and fee. yer not:

< perceive,’ Ife. vi. . And theYofpsl, < That fecing, .

¢ they did not fee, and hearing, “they. did not hear, mor:
¢ yet underfland,” Matt. Xﬁi. !3& The law, ¢ Thathg
¢ fhould be defpifed and reje@ed of men, 2 man of forrow, .
‘ and acquaiated with grief,” 1fa, Liii. 3, The-gofpel,
¢ 'That Jefos Chrift bﬁ not where to lay his head,’.
Matt., viii. 20. ¢ His foul” wad. exceeding  forrosvivi,
¢ even unto death,” Mate, xxvi. 38. ¢ Yea, he was. in.
< an agony,. andis fweat was 13 drops of bland,” Luke
" xxii..24. So well was he a‘cqnzintzzvith griefk  The:
law fays, ¢ That hethogild fide inso Jerufalem. upon an.
¢ afs, and upon 2 ek, the foal of an afs,’ Zech. xi. q..
And the I ¢ Jefas Choift, as he was gomng.
¢ to Jerufalem, havin wma&ﬁt&mgvﬁg
xil.. 14. Matt. xxi, 6 At which time’ the law faith,,
€ mgo@‘,ﬂzmldqy. Hafanna : Elefiéd is_he. thas:
‘ coumeth .

h

4

The.goipel, ¢ That they did fo to Chrift,” Matt. xxi. g.
The law foretels, < That one of his owp familiar fnemg
‘in whom he twufied, which did eat.of hjs beead; did.
¢ betray hig into the hands_of the - Jews,” Matt. xxvi. .
47 laoke xxii. 46. ‘The law, ¢ That he fhould be.
¢ prized at, and fold :for thirty pieces of filver, with.
¢ which fhould be bought the Potter’s Field,” Zech. xi.
12, 13. The gofpel, ¢ That they covenanged .with
¢ Judas to betsay Jefus for. thirty pieces of Slvez,” Matt,
- Xxvie 1§, ¢ with which they afwerwsrds  bought . the.
¢ Potter’s Field,” Chap, xxvii. 7. -"Fhe law, ¢ That be.
‘ thould be aumbered among. the tranfgreflors,’ 1fa, liii.
12. ‘The gofpel, ¢ That Jefus Chnft was cracified
¢ between twq thieves,’ xv, 27. Matt. xxvii. 38.
& l!::, ¢ %he {‘l_mllld 7 g‘e h;'ounded and bmiég,%,‘
liii. ¢. y € they fcourged jefus,’
-Matt, xxvii. 26, ¢ E:dpg’mo_té him,’ Mark xvfg:(:,; The
law faith, ¢ They thould pictce his hands and feet,”
Plal, xxii. 1g. Zech. xil. 1g. The ﬁo{pcl, ¢ That they
crucified Jefus,” Matt. xxvii. 35. Luke xxiii. Whercby
& they unfed to pierce the hands and fect of thofe that were
. ‘:_ e put
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put to tkis death, and nmail them to the crofs: Bul
though ther thould picace his fleth, vet the law faich,
¢ 1Ley fhall not break his bones, no, not one of them,’
Exod. xii. 46. Nomb. ix. 12. PAal. xxxiv. 2c. The
gofpel, ¢ That they break not the legs of Chrift,” Joha
XIX. 33. 36. The law, ¢ That thcy fhould fee him,
¢ fhould laagh him to fcora, thoot out their lips, and
¢ thake their heads, faving, “ He trufted in the Loxd,
“ that he woald dekver him : Let him deliver him,
“ feeing be delighted in him,” P{al. xxii. 8. The
gofpel, ¢ That the {cribes and pharifees did fu by Chrift,’
Matt. xxvil. 42. 43. The law SHith, ¢ They fhould
¢ give gsll for meat, and vinegar to drink,” Pfai. xiix.
21. And the goipel, ¢ That they gave Chut viregar
¢ to drink, mingled with gall,” Matt. xxvii. 34. 38.
The law, © That they fhould part his garments among
:lhthcm,gofand cat lots upon lmv:_hrc,’ Hal. xxii. 14q.
) ¢ That they Jefus’s garments amon
‘thcm,l:cnll:uklots,'; xxvil, 35. Jobn xix. z3g.
1k xv. 24 :

And a3 for the time of this Jefus coming into the
world ; it 1s certamn, that he came before the fecond
tcmpk. was demolithed, for it 1s faid, ¢ That he went
¢ into the temple,” Mait. xix. 45. ¢ yea, he hir&lf
¢ tanght daily 1n it ver. g7. ‘ﬁy which means’ the
glory of the fecond temple was greater than the glory
of the firit, according to the p of Haggai xi. g.
And as fcr Jacob’s prophecy, ¢ the {ceptre fhould
¢ notdepart from Judah, nor the law-giver, tili Shiloh, or
¢ the Mecffah come,” Gen. Ixix. 10. It is certain that
it did not depart from Judah, 'ull Herod was, by
Augufics and the fenate of Rome, imade King of
Judea, in thofe days this Jefus was born, Matt. i1. 2.
Jeke i. 5. Ard fo Daniel’s feventy weeks, or four
hundred ard ninety veats, did exadily reach cnto, and
were deteronined in the davs <f this Jefus, as mighe
cafily be denozitroted. Lo titar all the cld prophecies
concerning the time cf the Meflizh’s coniing, are per-
fectly fulitled in this Jofus of Nacanth,

Ferthermore the low Lovy, That tho ihe Meffiah

w3
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was crecified, ¢ yet God woull nat leave - his foul ia
« Bell, nor faier his holy one to fee corr=piica’; PRl
xvi. 10. ¢ And that when God thould oake his foul a
« facrific: for fin, he thould fee his fezd, and prolong
¢ his days,” Ifa. Liii. 10. which plialy implies, Thu:
though the Mefliah thould dic, yet b= thoul. rife azan,
and that within a fev.days too, otrersiiz h> wounll
have feea corraption. - Now the moipel fass, That shs
¢ Jefus rofe from the d-al,” M. zaviil. 6. Lelke
xxiv. 6. ¢and that he was fzen of feveral aiier his
¢ reforreftion, as oi Macy Magla‘ez,” Maw. xxvin. g.
< of the cleven difcipies,” ver. 16, 17, 1 Mtk XvL
14- ‘of the two that were gaing to Emsmans,” Lax:
XXV, 13y t4e 1§ € Of Simi1 Peser aloasy,’” ver. 24.
<aad of all the difciples gachsred togethesr, the doow
¢ being fhat,” Joha xx. 19. Aal w be furz thw 1 was

1 ;andaotanapenﬁtimz,fl’hom:s,oncoftke
twelve, thraft his hands iato hi; ide, and found it flein
and blood indeed, and he did eat and drink before
them, Lake xxiv. 43. which it is impoffible that a
fpirit thoald do. He was feea of Peter and Joba, and
other difciples, while they were dthing, amd eat and
drank with them. Johaxxi. € Of five kaadicd brethrea
at oute, and of Paal himfelf,’ 1 Cor. xv. 6. Neither
diG he Lie fo loag as to fee corruntios, for he was bunsd
bat the day before the Sabbath, Mark xv. 42. and rofe
the day after, Chap. xvi. 1.

Agaw, Jefos was not oaly 2o ©:= aZzin, bat the law
faith, ¢ He was to alcen on hizh, to lead capuvity
captive, and to give gifts unto men,” Pfal. xvi. 18,
Now tais cannot but be an nadoubred charadter of ths
Mefliah, not only to :ifc fiom the dead, bui to afvend
up to heaven, and then to difperfe his gifts among the
chiklzea of men, and that Chrit did o, is evident
from the gotpel ; for afict he had fpoken with them,
¢ He was received up juto hgaven, and there fat at the
¢ right hand of God," Adsi. 6. Luke xxiv. 51. He
gave fuch gitis to men, as shat his difciples of a fudden
wz2.¢ enabled to fpcak all maamer of woguages, Adtsii. 8.

o Te
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T> work ¢many. figns and wonders,’ Chap.v. 12,
¢ 7o heal all manner of difeafes, ver. 15, 16. Yea,
¢ with a word fpeaking to cure a man lame from his
¢ mother’s womb,’ Chap. tii. 6, 7. ;

Thefe corfiderations feem to make the gofpel a per-
fe&t tranferipe of the law, and the hiftories ofE;equ are
nothirg elfz but the prophecies of Chrit _turned into 2
hitory, and certainly the picty of his life, the purity
of his doirine, and his ratraculons works, are a farther
confirmation of the trath of what is here related : For
the miracles that he wrought, as the healing the fick
with a word of his mouth, rzifing the dead, feeding fo
many thoufands with five loaves, xad the lilte, were fo
poveerful and convincing, that his very enemies who
wculd not belicve him to be the Meffiah, could fearce
denv him to be a God; 25 Jofephus, the Jewifl hiftorian,-
teitifies in his antiquities, Lib. 18. Chap. iv. And, it
Is a tenet to this day among fome of them, That the
Jniracles which Jefus did were not delufions or juggles
of Satan, but real miracles, wrooght, as' they pretend,
by the virtue of the name of God, Jehovah, which
they fay Jefus got out of the temple ; whereby it is
plam, that they acknowledged God to be the author of
them, which donbtlefs could not be unlefs they
were agrecable to his will, and for the glory of his
name.

Neither was the doftrine of the gofpel only eftatlith-

" elat the firft, but propagated- afterward by miracles,

that a do&rine {o contrary to fleth and blood; as pro-
poiing nothing in this life, but that the profeflors of it
thould have troubles in this world, {lrould be ¢ as thee;
¢among wolves, fhould be perfecuted, imprifoned,
¢ frourged, put to death, and be hated of all men for
¢ their mafter’s fake ;* and this do@trine propagated by
a company of {.aple illiterate men, who had neither

ower to force, nor eloquence to perfuade men to the

lief of it, or embracing it ; that yet fuch perfons as
thefe were, thould ever make any of the Jews; who
expelted a King for their Meffiah, te advance them to

temporal dignities, to believe that this Jefus whom
' themfelves
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themfe!ves fcourged and crucified at Jerufalems, was
that perion ; or that they Thould be able to piopagate
the - gofpcl among the Gentiles alfo, wlio neither
believed in the rue God, nor expetted any thing of 2
;lgdeﬁiah to come and redeem them : th,,thx’sbhiht)' 3“1”
brought over not only many pet it whoie
ratiocs, ;id countries to ofeflion of the gofpcl,
Ipreading this moft hely doftribe amoag the moft
barbarous and finful pedple in the world, maugre ail
the oppofition that the world, the flefh, and the devi
could make againt i, - o L
Now, #a ipag that exercifeth his reafon, can imagine,
that they did all- this purely by-their own fiiéngth ; nor
that thefe wonderful effcts could éver have been pro-
duced by any thing lefs than the wifdomy, and power,
and faichfulnefs of their Lord and maeffer, whofc {ezvice
they were engaged in, and who proyg:iRd ¢ t6.he with
thes to the end of: the world,’. Mait, xXvéii. z20.
Daubtle(s i was nothing el’e bLut. the fpirit of. ‘the
moft high God that aflifted them, a»d accompanied the
word they preached ; otherwifc it could never have
made fuch a deep impreflion upon the hearts of them
that heard it, as not only to command their atzentions,
but to hinder them from refifting (when they firove and
endeavoared to do it) that pewet and authority by

which the difciples Tpake. B
" So that it 1s cvadent, that all the books of the
ancient law, with all* thofe which have been reccived
into the canon of the fciiptures, by the church of God,
fince the coming of Chriff, which we call the New
Teftament, (which teftify the trath of ‘the divinit'y.qf
our Saviour) I fay that all thefe books from the
beginning of Genefis, to the end of the Revelations,
are indeed the written word of the etemal God, -
diCtated by his own fpirit, fuch as himfelf was pleafed
to employ in the writing of them, and that they con-
tain in them a perfeét rule of faith and manners, upon
the due obfervance of which no man can fail of
worfhipping and ferving God in fuch a manner, as will
b acceprable to him here, and enjoying hcrc;ft;r
thofe

B
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thofe ¢exceeding great and precious promifes,’ that he
has refcrved in heaven for {ech as do fo.” o
. And as to the tinie of the coming of the Mefliah,
it is evident, That about one thoufgnd fix hondred
years ago, the Jews d.d generally cxpet it, and that
many did pretend to be tl.e perfon, as one Barcozbah
at this time declaring hirifelf to be the man; almott all
the whole nation unanimoufly joired themfelvesto him,
in{mach, that the Jews report, there were no lefs
thaa four or five hundred thoufard of them flain by the
empcrer Adrain, in the city Bitret, all fighting in de-
fence of this coonterteit Mefliah ; many others likewife
pretended to be he, and fome to this day keld, that he
18 already come, but that by reafen of their fins he is

not revealed to them, |
Now it Is to be obferved, That by the confent of
all chriftian writess, Jefus, whom we believe and con-
fels to be the tiye Clriff, was bern the z5th of De-
eember, iff tie for'e fLicnd year of Augoftus Cafar,
the Poaan Kmjdrcs, und fifteen” befere his death ; in
thie ehirt- 2 1hisd year of the reign of Herod, King cf
Judea; ard from' fhe ciention abcut four thoufand
yrars ; the flate of the world being thus at Chrift’s
sativity : The three mcnatchies of the world, the
Aflyriane, Perians, and Grecians, were pafied away
and encd, and the Roman, greater than all the former,
was begua according to the prophecy of Dapicl, five
hundred ytars before Auguftus; who after five civil wars,
and isfinite 'bicodfhed and devaftations, in the world,
reigned alone in peace many years; and i token of
univerfal peace cver the carth, the temgle of Janus (or
waf) ‘was fhut, whick happened but twice hetore fince
the bailding of Rome, and the very fame day that
Chrit wias born in Judea, Atguftus commanded in
Rottie (as was ajtefwarcs abfcrvcg) that no man {hould
call hi.o Lird, “thercby fignifying the liberty and fe-
cusily which” wackind now enjoyed, after the world
had fufiaised fuch, wofal defolitions by wars, for fo
meny years, and faying, unknowing, That a greatet
Lerd than he, was sbw' bomn isto the world ; which
agreed
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_to the - of Daniel, that there
S o iy 201 1 Bf the preatet

at whofe appearance the Meffiah thould ccme ard build
God’s kingdom throughout the whole world ; and
2iah, ope hundred years before, foretald, that ut the
coming of Chrit, ¢ The people fheald fit in peace,
¢ and thatthcreﬂ:onldbemcndofﬁt;’ ar.3 King
¢ David, Pfalm Ixxi. fays, In his days the righteous
¢ foarith, znd there fhall be abendance of peace,’ which

3
]

iethal g
pe:&danowthewoﬂd,w.ithonttcmplt,'kw,;ﬁcﬁﬁcz.
mphtt, or promife f.clrl d&:&: redempiron, whica never

Fpened to them in ir former captirities, befocs
the death of jefus, and wh:chpmmzuthcy had for
their confolation in their miferies ; thefe things bzing

laid together, we may affuredly conclude, that Chntt
was born at the joit tme by the {fpinit of God ;

and conicquentiy, that he only was the true i
and Savicur of the wodd. So that wher the fulnefs of
time was come, after the frequent repetition of promifes ;
the expiration of the Jewith nation ; the longing and
_earnelt waitings of all hely perfons ; Ged having great
compaffica towards mankind, remembering his promifes,
and our great neceffitics, fent his fon into the world,
to tuke opon him our gaturs, and that guilt of fin which
it had contraQed, zad all that pumibment waich was
coniequent ther=to ; which came to pady alier the fol-
lowing manrcs :
, Tax
B2
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i Coneairion or JESUS EHRIST:*

TN the days of ‘Herod the ki_ﬁg, the Angel Gaﬁﬁci
. was {eat from God unto_a aty of Galilee, named

Nazareth, to a holy maid efpoufed to jofeph, and found

her in a capacity and excellent difpofiticn to receive the
greatell honour that was ever befowed on the daughters
of ' men, . Her employment was, boly and picus, her -
perfon young, her years. florid and fpringing; : her hody:
chalte, her mind homble, and a: rare mepafitory of di.
vize graces, 23 God poured upen her a full meafure of
horiour in making her che mother of the Meffigh : For
the angel camne to her and: faid, 5. Hail, thon ajt highly
¢ favoured, the Lord is with thee, blefled ast thou Amongr
! women.! Which meflage is.parsphrafed by-the poct,
th:a dialogae betwesn Gabricl and Mary, as follows ¢
" Mary.- What celeftial tongue calls finful Mary blefled 3 -
Gab Ieisl, - | | e
Masy.. Who art thou ? | . Lo T
Gad, I am Gabricl, that belongs to the high choir
-« -of heavem, - T ‘"
| M‘.U‘ 1 ﬁht,*l die. - o
- Gad. Fear not fweet virgin, -1i the earth fhall be
. -Madedebtors to thy wo: 1b; and bleft in thec,
'_lfarj."How,»‘f Lord 2 e o
€ao. Thy virgin womb {haH bear a fon
" That fhail redeem the world,
Mary. My Lord, how can fuch wondezs come to pafs,
-+ fuch things be dome - T
| - By a poor virgin, never known by man-?
€ab. ‘The Holy Ghott; at his appointed bour,
- Shall make thee pregnhant by his facred pow’r,
Mary. Wonder of worde:s ! © ¢ 0 0 2
Gab. At whofe height the choir of heav’n = -
Stands ravith’d, tremble and admire - - .
Mery. O may it be according to thy word !
- Cal,
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' Gab. Before ten months fully compieted be, -
- . ©  ‘Theu fhalt be known the mother of our Lord,
* - And thou fhalt have thy Saviour on'thy knee.:
Mary. Both heav’n and carth fhall tumph, and the
. frame. . E -
Of hell fhal}}trcml‘:.le at Maria’s name.
Gabd. All ages—paft, prefeat, and to come,
Shalli’ioy' in Mag', and in Mary’s womb.

. 'The virgin having now the Son of Gdd in her chafte
woinby a.ng the holy Sgirit in her heart, who had alfo
overfhadowed her, enabling bher to a fepematural and
" miraculotis conception, - § arofe with hafte and gladnefs,’
to cothmunicate that joy which was defigned for all the
world; and found oo breaft fo proper ‘to pour forth the
¢manatiéns of her overjoyed heast as ber coufn -Eliza-
beth; who had received this divine teflimony, that the
¢ was righteous befure God, walking in all the com-
* mandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs,
who had alfo a fpécial portion‘in this great honour, .-
for the was defigned te be the incther -of John: the
Baptift, who was fent to be a foreruaner, ¢ to prepare
¢ tti:c ways of the Lord, and make his paths ftraights
¢ And Mary arofe in thofe davs; and went imto the
¢ hill-country with hafte, .into the city of judah, and
¢ eatered into the houfe of Zachariah, and f{aluted
¢ Elizab=th ;* the angel Gabriel having told her that
fthe alfo had conceived a fon in her old 2ye, and this
was the fixth month with her who was called barren 5
fo that upon the falutation of Mary the habs lesped in
her womb. It is not eafy t> hnagine wi:at ecftacies of
joy there were at this bleffed meeting ; two mothers of
two great Princes, the one ¢ the greateil that was born
¢ of a woman ;’ the otiicr his forerunsier, < to prepare
¢ his way ;* and their converfation was doubtle(s holy
and divine, as.they were both prophetically infpireé,
and all the faculties of nature turned ints grace. Atter
they had re-faluted each other, ¢ Mary abode with her
¢ coufin Elizabeth atout three months, and then returned
¢ to her own houif= ;* where, when he appeared with
ker holy burthen to her hufband jofeph, and that he
‘ perceived
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perceived Ler 0 be with child, and knew thist he never

unfealed :kst holy fountain of virginal purity, he was

_-teoebied, for aithoegh kier deportment had -been both

.- pious aml thake 1o 2 miracle, her carriage fo referved

as drove away ali temptations and impere thoughts from

thufe that mighe itz or converfe with her, yet he,

. -vonferiag only the prieciples of nature, was ¢minded

.~ Y te prther away,’ batyet ¢privily,’ becaufe- he was

- good &an; i know her prety_to be fuch, that he

- fe1nod to offer- vinlence 1o his {enfes, to belicve what

. wasviSble ond plsin, and would thesefore do it privately,

‘¢ Bus while b thooght oa e things, the angel of the

- % Lord sppeared to him in a'dreaoy, faying, Jofeph, thoa

- ¢ fen of David, fezr ot to ke unto thee Mary, thy

t;«g& ,&rthat::lchu @P;:;imd ia ber is of the

.- SHoly Ghofl. - And Jofeph, bring reifed from fecp,

¢ did as the angel of the Lord bad bidden him, and took
¢unto him hiswife.” -~ - - 7

" The holy virgin couvld 3ot but kaow, that Jofeph
would he woubied with forrow, and infecure apprehen-
fons cancerning ber being with child, but fuch was her
tanecency and conﬁdence{in ppoG?d’ that fhe held hee
peace, expefting, as we may fuppofe, which way Ged
would provide a remedy for thc inconvenience ; for
¢ if we commit ourfelves to God in wel-doiag, as unto
¢ a faithful Creator,” he will aflert our ianocency, sud
free ue from fcandal, if it be expedient for us ; if it be
noty it is not fit that we fhould defire it, and aecordingly
this blefled virgin was foon freed from the leaft guilt in
this tranfaétion. - ‘ ]

For Jofeph was not hafty in the execution of his
puipofe, nor in the determining of- his thoughts, but
itood long in deliberation, and longer before he adted
in this invidious matter, which had an appearance of
rigoar and {~verity. He was firft to have defamed and
accufed bee publicly, and being convifted by the law,
the was to die, if he had gone the ordinary way : But
he who was a juft man, which, in the file of fcripture
and other wife writers, is, ¢ & good man, a charitable
¢« man,’ thought it worc agreeable to juitice, to treat
an
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an offending perfon with the cafieft fentence, than to
put things to cxtremity, and render the perfon defperace
and proveked by the worft of what fhe could fear, ‘bat
waved the killing Jetter of the law, and fecured his
own Iatereft and his juftice too, by intending to di.fmifs
‘her privily.  But before™ dhe thing was irremediable,
Guod ended his doubts by an heavenily demonftration, in
feoditg an angel to reveal to him the innocence of his
tponié, and the divinity of her fon. Now althcugh
the wtyvmer of his conception, and_the meflage or

anaunaiston made to the mother by the angel, depend -

srincipalljepua the relation and credit o the virgia
hecfelf, witrianly was vrivy thereto, -and upon the
teRimeny of Jaleph to whom it was revealed: by the
fame angel siterward, yet confidering the circumftancey
of the thing itfelf, ‘namely ihe fimplicity and honefty
of the reportess’y dnd “that it was very unlikely that
Jofeph being 3ok, ‘es he is called, weculd have cen-
~ eealed 2 thin; Hrmdeh agaioft bimdelf, and againft the

{aw, if he hagnct been fully affured of tic trath of
the - affeir, "Azire, the innocent age of the blcfed
vixtn, who %t Avguftine and other ancient fathers
Write) wis aot 2bave fourteen years.old at that time ;
ali th~fe things make it very improbable, that the
would Invent {uch a matter: of herfelty and finally

the firange prophecy that the uttered in her Canticle oz

Magnificat, and which we fce nowfulfiiled : Albeit at
that time very unlikely, that all ¢ nations fhould cail
¢ her bleflfed, &0 Al thefe things confidered, fully
demonfirate the truth of this matter, . -

2 .

_—

Tur Narivity o JESUNS.

'HE holy maid may be judged to long to be a glad
mother, expeQing when the Sun of Kighteouinefs
fhould break forth from his bed, where nine montks he
kad hid himfelf behind a fruitful cloud. About the
end of which, God, who, in his infinite wifdom,
caules
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caufes all things to cooperate to divine purpofes, brought
the holy virgia to Bethlehem, the city of David, to
be taxed with har hufband Jofephy purfuant to a decree
upon all the world, publithed by Auguitus; which
happened in this junctare of time, that the prophecy of
Micah might be “fulfilled ; ¢ And thou Bethichem, in
¢ the land of Judah, art not the leait among tae Princes
* of Judah, for out of thee fhall come a governour thas
¢ fkall rule my people Ifracl.’ _

This rare a&t oF rovidence is highly remarkable,
becaufe this taxing feems wholly ordered by God, te
{erve and minifter to the circumftances of this birth,
For this taxing .was not in order to tribute, Herod
was now King, and received all the revenues of Judah,

id a certain tribute to Auguftus; as other Kings and

inces under the Roman dominion did ; but this was
only his fending commiffioners te tax every city, in
order to make an inquefk of the ftrength of the empire,
both in men and money, he having no other advantage
by it ; but feems to be dire@ed in it by him who rujes
and turns the hearts of Princes, that he might, by
verifying a prophecy, fignify and publifh the miffion
and birth of Jefus,

When the holy virgin perceived that the expe®tation
of the natio’s was ::u-ri\rese at the very doors of revela.
tion, fhe brought forth the bleffed Jefus; and although
all the world were concerned in the birth of this grear
Prince, yet we do not read of any that miaiftsed at it,
but the angels: And thus was Jefus born of a popr
mother, in a poor place, in a cold winter’s night, far
from home, among ftrangers, with all the circumftances
of humility, and poverty, naked as the innocency of
Adam, whom his mother, after having cradled him in
‘her arms, took and wrapt in fwaddling clothes. For fo
was the defign of his humility, that as the laft {cene of
his life was numbercd among thieves, fo the firft amt&
beafts, the fheep and the oxen ; which is thus prefen
by the poet : ' |

O thou ! who wert the King of heav'n and earth,

How poorly wert thou ’tended at thy birth ; A
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A was thy cradic, and 2 fable

"Thy petev chamber, Mars’s knees thy table,
Thierss were thy courtiers, aad the crofs thy throne ;
‘Thy diee gall, a wreathe of thoms thy crowa <

Al this tde Kirng of glory endur'd, 2ad mere,

To make ©s kings that were baz flaves before.

No man, therefore, will have casf/e to complain of
énarf= clothing, if be remmembers the fwadditag clothes

are fo far from creating true felicity, that drey are not
0 be reckoned as real good things ; neuther cught any
%o be hamed of tanoceat peverty, of which the hely
Jefus made choice, and the apoitles after him made

MAhhoughthcbinhofChui' mde&:migfng:t:{nﬂ
lefs necefiary porps, which rally the
bertk of pri :es.yethisﬁt&hmf:wawcglmom
befides thofe alreadv mentioned : All the world did
that in Judah thould be born their true Prince,
miormech that Asguitus, their empenr, {as I have noted)
about that very time; refered to be calied Lo:d, which
the chritians were apt to believe, was occafioned by
the prophecy of a female prophet, called a Sybil, fore-
telling the birth of a2 greater Prince, to whom all the
world fhould pay adoratica, who at that time was born
m Judah : And when.the oracle, which Acgufius
confulred, was ftruck dunb, and would not anfwer any
of the queftions be-defired to be refolved in, he told
him, unatked, that < an Hebrew child thould be bis
¢ Lord and enersy.”
The world being now at peace, and the temple of war

Wwas
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was thut op, the Prince of peace was born, and came t»
reconcile God with man, and mam with his bdether, by
the fweetneis of his example, and the infuence of ‘'his
- holy docrine, *that the wolf and the lamb fhould lie down
together.” But becaufe the heavens as well as the earth
are his creatures, and do ferve him'; at his birth he
received a ££7n from hzaven above, as well as in the
carth beneath, as an homaze paid to their common
Lord. For as certain thepherds ¢ were keeping watch
¢ over their flecks at night,” rnear that of the
ceuntry (as it is thought) where Jacob ufed to feed his
~cattle when he was in the Iand of Canaaa, the ¢ Angel
¢ of the Lord came upca them, and the glory of the
¢ Lord fhone round about them, and they were fore
¢ afraid.” And needs they mut, when an Angz]l came
arrayed in glory, and clothed their perfous in 2 robe
of Light, great enough te confound their underftanding :
¢ But the Angel faid unto them, fear not, for I bring
¢ unto you glad tidings of great joy, which fhall be to
¢ all people, for unto you is born this day in the city of
¢ David, a Savicur, which is Chrift the Lord.’ ~

‘The fhepherds needed not any invitation to fee this
wondrous fight ; but left their expe&ation fhould
imagine he was a glorious Prince, the Angel told them
a fign that might take off their admiration to fee fo
great a Prince {o pocrly accommodated, he fays, ¢ This
¢ fhall be a fign unto you ; ye fhall find the babe wrapt
¢ up in fwaddling-clothes, lying in a manger.’

The angel brought the meflage to thepherds, perfons
innocent, mean and humble, who are more likely not
to be fcandaliz’d at the poverty of the Mefliah; for
thofe perfons whofe affetions zre fet upon the pomps
and vanities of the world, and are not ufed to charity
and humility, arc altogzther removed from the uader-
ftanding of {piritual excelldncies, and can relith nothing

- but the grandeur of earthly foliics ; they are prejudiced
with God himfelf, if he aprears poor and mean, as the
fcribesand pharifees were at our bl-ffed Saviout's fimglici-
ty ; with thefe men poverty is weainefs, a mean birthan

ignoble ftain ; beggzary is a fcandal, and the crofs. an
unanfweraole
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wtanfverable obje®ion; but the aagel iaviting the
poot fhepherds 1o B-thichem, is an evilent intimation,
thar none are fit to come to Chrift but the pcorin
fpirit, delpifers of the world, fincerc in their hearts,
without fabtle or crafty defigns ; and therefore the an.
ge! did not bring the newws to Herod, nor to the feribes
and pharifees, whofe ambitious projes were contra-
diftory to the fimplicity and poverty of the birth of
lefus. . , ‘
The aage! having delivered his blefled mefage,
¢ fuddenly there was with him a multtade of the
« heavenly hoft, whofe fong was, Glary be to God on
. hi{gh, on tarth peace good will towards men
Referring not only to the profound peace, which at thar
tims all the world was ia'; but to the greateft peace
which this naw bora Priace thonld make betweea his
Authet and all mankind, S L
As foon as the heavenly. chorifters had eaded “theic
glorious hymn, they returned idto heaven, and the
fhepherds went to Bethlehem, ¢ to f=¢ this thinz which
*the Lord had made knowa unto them : And they
¢ came with hafte, and found Mary aad Jofeph, and
¢ the babe lying in a manger.” l{lzéi;;g obfervad all
to bz verii=d chat the angel had'told them ; anld whea
they had féen it, their heares were fo filled with the oil
of giadnefs, that they ran cver:with joy, and being tos
big to be confined in their own breafts, they communi-
cated it to every one, and made ¢ known -abroad the
¢ faying which was told them concerring the child.’
Bat Mar{v having changed her fifit joy into wonder,
¢ kept all thofe favings and pondered them ia her heart.’
And the thepherds having {een and heard what the angels
did apon the publication of the news, leatat alfo to fing -
to’the honour of God for the nativity of Chril ; ¢ Fur
* the fhepherds retardzd, glorifying aod prifing' Gud
‘ for all the things that they had Keard or fecn, as it was
« to!d them.’ | v
But the angels had told the thepherds, that the nativizy
s ¢ giad tidings of ‘great jay aaro ail paople, and that
. ¢ e

|
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¢ 122 heavens declared the glory of God, anc the firma-
‘ment fhewed his haady work ;° this alfo was wld
25t0ad, cven to the genailes, by a from heaven.
Fonhcremamlgfyofﬂahm. m all dc

anfc out of Ifrael, cut of Jacob fhail come he
;_dlgtﬁ;llhiedmiﬁtn.’; thhﬁxmgllinn:‘%:
enie it fignified David, who was the congeeror
Moabites, yet, in 2 more myfierions feoks, it redated
to the fou of David : And in expe@iation of the event
of this » the Arabiaas, the foos of Abraham by
who were great findeats in aitroacmr, aad the
the revelation 4 suighty Prigse ia Jodah at i
ume a3 2 mitagslows and extraovdinary flar
appear: And therefore whea ¢ Jefus was
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to be hom in Jodsh, thought be thoold. be dif
of his ufurped pofieflion of the kingdoem,




thaee ions, 31 of the royal houfe of Judab.; be hkewrfe
forty of the principal acblemes, and all 3¢ San-
Icdrire, or feventy two of the famme txbe ; he
killtdthechcf‘:_fthe fe&oft::dphui&c;ofkcjbnmt
the gencalogics of all the kings princes adan,
and hired an hiftorian to draw out a pedigree from his
mmxf&vig;&w&dfmdnmt
. : 3 t 'ptltﬁhﬂcd. tOﬁGBgttS,
amim:lefud!hmof}-h!fnum re of the gov-
emment or dignity remataed in any-of them.  Aad at
this time Jeins, of the ams bhoufe, and line of Judah,
was born in Bethichem. . ;
Now Herod imagining tha: an heir was {ent from
beaven to challenge the kimgdom, who brought a #ar
andthchuningoftheexﬁwithlﬁm. as cvidence and
credentiaks of hus title, mfolved, if pofible, to defeat
dlibcms ofthl::mcithc:by li a;aolencc,
and ¢ calh 1ef poefis and fcribes of ¢ i
‘togctcl:e‘::‘g ke fonndmdet:m'ned, that m-
bem of Judah was the place defigned by the ancient
g:ghtfy, and God's decree, where Chnft fhould be
: Next be cnquired privately of the wife men
what time the fiar appeared, winch had no regular

mouor
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motion sccording to the courfe of nature, but guided
the Magi in their journey, fo that it flood when they
Rood, and moved not when they refied, making no
more hafte than they did, who earried much of the
huilnefs and exsplcyment of the far along with them.
Ard they having fatisfied bim in his guettions, he fent
ihem to Bethichem, with. infirafions sc ¢ fearch dili-
* gently for the young child,” and to bring bim word,
¢ gln.:tcn.‘.ing that Le wonld come and worthip him
- aliv.” ~ _

‘I be wife men profeccted the bofinefs of their jous-
aey, and ¢ having beard the King, they rted,” acd
the ftar :whick, as it feems, fiill attended their mo-
tion) ¢ went before them, until it came and flood_over
¢ where the ycang child was ; where, wien they faw
‘ the flar they rcjoiced with exceediag great joy.’
Sucha joy as wcaried- travellers find when fhcy are
come to the end of their'joomey, and entering their
inn, A joy of nature, ¢f woaler and religion, and
their fpints being heigiuined with expeQauon, they
ran into ¢ the heoufe, where they faw the young child
¢ with Mary his mcother ;” and pefibly they might be
ander fome furprifc, wken, inftcad of porsp and gaiety,
they faw the great King's throne to be a manger, a fable
his chamber of prefence, a thin eourt, and no minifters,
and the King himfelf a pretty babe, and but that he
saad a flar-over his head, nothing to diftingwith him
rrom the miferies of a poor empty fortune.

This did nct fcandalize thofe wif2 perfons, bot being
eonvinced by that teftimony from heaven, and the union
of circumftances, ¢ They fell down and worfhipped bim,’
after the manner of the caftern people;, when they pay
veneration to their kings, not with a falutation and
blefling in words only, but they ¢ bring prefents, and
come 1ato his ceurts ;' for when they had opened their
treafures, they ¢ prefeated unto him gifts, gold, frank-
¢ incenfe and mysrh.” Seeming to declare their faith
of three articles, by this oblation : By gold, that he
was a King ; by incenfe, that he was a God ; and by
myreh, that he was 2 man: Or, as others imagi}::c,

tnat
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that if there was any myftery in thefe: offerings, gold
might fignify adks of mercy ; myrsh, the chatity of the
mind, or the purity: of out bodics, to the incorrupdon
of which myrrh is efpecially inftrumental ; and by his
incenfe our prayers, as the moft proper prefents to the
henour and fervice of this young King. But whatever
meas’ opinions were, the a&p% adoration was dire&t
and religions ; the myrch was medicioal to Lis tender
body ; and incenfe pofiibly then was neceffary in a Rable,
the firit throne of. his humility ; and the gold was a
good antidote againft the prefeat indigencies of his
poverty. Such prefents as thefe were ufed in ali the
caft, efpecially in Arabia and Saba, to which the
growth of myrrh and frank-incenfe were proper, in
their addreffes to their gods aad to their kings, with
which, under. the veil of fleth, they worfhipped the
cternal word, the wifdom of God, under infant inno-
cency ; the Almighty Power in fo great weakaefs,and
the height of Majefty and Divine Glory, under the
lownefs of baman nature. -

When the wife men had paid ‘the tribute of their
offerings and adoration, ¢being warned in their fleep
¢ by_an angel, not to return to Herod, they returned
¢ into their own country another way,’ fullv fatisfied
of the truth of what théy had heard and feen, aand.
taught by this rare dewnonftration -which was imadc by
Chnft, that maa’s happimefs did not at all confift in the
afluence of worldly riches, poffefiions and windy henour,
haviag feen the eternzl Son of ‘God, poor and weak,
and unclothed of all ext=rior ornameats, they renounced
the world, and retired into the receffes of religion, and
the delights of fcience. B

And naw tie bleflfed Saviour of the world having
affu:ned the nature of finful man, who had broken the
divine commands, he was to put that bataré ‘into fave-

.

ablé coudition, by ftulfilling his Father's preceptive will,
and then to reconcile it at%ualiy, by {ulffering the juft
defervings of its prevarications ; ke thercfore addreiles
himfelf to all the parts of an ative obedience, ¢ and

¢ when,.
C »
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¢ when eight days were accomplifhed, for the circunr-
¢ cifing ofgthc child,” he'expofed kis tender body to the
circumcifing-knife, and thed kis blood in drops, giving
an earneft o%' thofe ftreams of blood which he did after-
wards pour out, for the cleanfing of haman nature, and
extinguithing the wrath of God. He had no fin, nor
was he conceived by natural generation, and could have
no ftain in foul or body, which need be cleanied b
this myftery~; neither, indeed, do we'find it cxprcﬁ‘cJ,’
that circumcifion was ordained for pardon of criginal
fin, though it is prefumed fo ; but it was inftitated to
be a feal of a covenant between God and Abraham, and
his pofterity ; a feal of the righteouinefs of faith, and
therefore was not improper for him to fuffer; who
was the child of Abraham, and who was the Prince of
the covenant, and the author and finifher of that faith
which was promifed to Abraham in cir¢umcifion ; but
fo m.yflericus are all the aQtions of Jefus, that this cne
ferved many ends.  For, 1ft. It gave demonftraion of
the verity of nis human nature. z. Hereby he began
to fulfil the law. 3. It took from bimf=lf the fcandal
of uncire.....rifior, which would eternaily have preju-
diced the Jews againtt the entertainment and communion
with im. 4. Hethen took upon him that name which
declared him to be the Saviour of the world ; which
as it was finithed in the blocd ctf the circumcifion.
« For when the ¢ight days were accomplithed his name
« was called Jefus:* This name his parents” impofed
upon him, which the angel told to his mothér, a name
above every name ; for in old time God was izaown by
the names of Power, of Nature, and of Majeit;; but his
mame of Mercy was referv=d till now,, whea Ged did
urpofe to pour oat the whelz treafure of his mercy, by
the miniftry -of his holy Sen. . :
But this holy family longed till they might be per-
mi:ted to addrefs to the temple, that there they might
refent the holy Babe to his Father, in his own houfe ;
for though whilc he was a child, he did diiter nothing
from 2 fervant, yet he was Lord of the place, it being

his Father’s houfe, and indeed Lord of all.  'Therefore,
¢ W hen
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¢ When the days of the parification were accomplithed,
¢ they brought him to Jerufaiem, to prefent him to the
¢ Lord ;’ G whom he was holy, as being the firt born
of his mnther, ¢ the only begotten Son of his Father,
¢ and the firft born of every creature ; and they did
¢ with him according to -the law of Mofes, offering a
¢ pair of turtle doves,’ for his redemption.

And as there was ne public a& about this holy child,
but it was attended by fomething miracalous and extra-
ordinary ; at this isflant the fpirit of God direled
Simeon, a holy perlon, into the temple, chat he might
be fenfible of the fulfilling of a prophefy made to him-
felf, That, ¢before his death he might behold the Lor.l
¢ Chrift, and embrace the glory and coniolation of
¢ Hrael, and the light of the gentiles in his arms ;> and
accordingly he fpake glortous things of that child, and
things fad and glorivus concerning his mcther, That
the child was fet ¢ for the riting and falling in Ifrael,
¢ for a fign that fhould be fpoken againtt;’ and tke
bitternzis of that contradiftion, fhould pierce the heart
of his holv virgin motiier like a fword, that her joys
- might be a lictle allayed with the prefent revelation of

her tuture trouble, ’

- Old Anna, the prophetefs, came alfo in, full of years
and joy, and fonns the reward of herinceffant prayers
and fafting in the temple, the long-looked-for redemp-
tion of Ifracl being now prefent, and the with her eyes
faw the light of the world, the kLeir of heaven, the
lony expeéted Mefliah, whom the nations had deficed
and waited for, il their hearts were faint, and their
cyes dim, as doubting he would be long in coming,
the alfo prophefied, ¢ and gave thanks unto the Lory,’
But Jofeph and his riother ¢ marvelled at thofe things .
¢ which were fpoken cof him ;" and Mary having re-
ceived the greatelt favour that any of the daughters of
Adam ever did, and knowing from whence, and for
wiofe glory fhe had received ity returned the holy Je-
fus in a prefent to God again, for the had nothing fo
{:tecious as himfelf to maxe oblation of, end becaufe,

y the law of Molcs, cvery firt-born ainong the males

was
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was to be holy to the Lowd : the boly mother begupht
:‘pa'tot" tartic doves, ot pigeoms, 0 redeem the Lamb

Geol from the Aznathemsa, becasfe every faft-bom
was to be offered te God, or redeeread if &t was clean.
This was a -wmam’s pace, sad the Nefled Jefus was
never valoed 2t an b e, while be s wpon
earth. For he that was Laord of she umvesfe, chofe
‘his pottica amaag the poor of this world, thac he
sight alvance the to the ¢ riches of his inhenit-
ahce,’ for at his hesth he was poor, at hns i
poes, and tn the hrkenehs of a fiancr; at his prefenns-
ticn poor, hke a finoer ; and 2 fervamt, for he chofe to
be redecmed at a very mean phce.

Herod havirg loag waited for the retotn of the wiie
men, to give him direftioes where o “ad the child,
that s fvord might do c¢ertain executioe vpoa him,
¢ .when be faw he was mocked of them, be was exceed-
“ing vroth : And tho’ ke belicved tae awvine oradles,
foretelling that 2 King fthaul! be born in Bethlehem ;
yet his a-nhiton sede him fu Gapid, thas he atcempied to
carcei the decres of heaven, for af he did not belicve the
mphcﬁ:s, whyv was he tragbled 2 1t he did believe them,

couli he pofibly hinier the errand, wihich God
bad foretoid himfeli, wonld certamnly brang to pafs ?
Aad therefere fioce Providence hpd prevented him
from Y.thiag bis owa fword in the blood of the hieffed
child, he refolved o fend 2 fwoad of ndifcrimication
and confufion, hoping that it be killed all the babes of
Bethichem, this young King's teign woald foon ter-
rai-ate ; he therefore ¢ fent torth and flew ail the chil-
¢ dren that were in Betnlecem, and in all coaits therect,
¢ from two years ¢l 2nd undcr, aczurding to the nime
¢ whic® “e kad diligently caquired ot the wifc mes.” For
this ea. ..ticn was in the bezianing of the fecond year
of Chriit’s nativity, as in all prubaeinty we guefs, not
at th= two veais end, as for:e {yppuie 3 Lecaufe as his
mai.-~ was {uotie, fo he 1ateaded it theald be fecers,
and vas near the time of his cormputation.

The maffacre was {ad, cruel and univerfal, no conm-
rafficn was taken at the dreadaul {hricks of the mother ;

©e
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nmww&:uw;mm.
ed perion was foftencd by ibe weepiag cyes, acd pite-
ous begging locks of thofe mothers,-that wondered
bow & was pofible for asy to hurt their pretty fuck-
lings ; therc was ro prote@ion, Do defence aguinil whele
favage butchers, no adslgeoce 10 av; ; infomach that
kierod casfed his gwn cbtld, which was at cutde an the
ecak G Bethichem, td bieed to death, who {35 Fhik,
the Jew, writes} was deicended by his mcties’s fide of
the tribe of !ndah, which barbaroes ccacity belag tald
© Aaguflus, be fsad, thit ¢ia Herod's family, 1t were
¢ betrer to be 2 hog than a fon,’ fince being a jew, he weas
torhid o kill or cat fwine’s ficth, though he was sot
athamed to murder his child ; the f;aord heingftbm
made (harp by Herod’s commifhon, flanghtered fopr-
mxba?;nd meccent mfauts {ae the Greeks in their
calendar aond the AbyfEnes of Athicpia do commemo-
rate ia their lirergy.) For Herod, crafty and mali.
cious, tha? is 3 finithed tyrant, had canfed allehe chil-
drea to be brought togcther, which the poor credulous
motaer fappofed was cnly to take an acccunt of their
age and numbes, ia order to Ly fome tax upon evary
bead, unkmowingly faffcred themdelves and their babes
t0 be betrayed 10 an drremediable batcbery. ¢ Tbea
¢ was fulilled what was fpoken by Jeipmy the prophet,

¢ faying, Lamentaticn ard g, and great morm-
‘ ing, ﬁachdmpingforh::mm.mdwould rot
‘ be comforted.” All the inftances of fadnefs were litde

tnough to & the great weeping, when fourwcen
dioa& ums in one dav, faw their pierty hahes
poaring forth their blood into that bofom, whence not
long before they had fucked milk, and infiead of thofe
pretty fniles, which ufed to endear their affe@ions, noth-
ing bat affrighting fhricks and pele ghaftly looks. ‘The
moarning was great, like the mocming ia the valley of
Hinisom, and there was no coforter ; their forrow was
too dead to receive any prefent confolatior, and
nothing but length of time could allay their wof!
grief.
But the malice of Hered went farther into the hill

country
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- country, -and hearidg that great shings weve fpoken of
John: (calied- the _Bapti&)‘g::fon of Zachary, as if it
was deligried te fome eminent miniftry dbout this great
Prince, he defigned to make void the prophefies con-

“Cerntag him alfo, and fent 2 meflenger of death to find
‘him cat. Bot the mother'searly care prevented his defign,

* - By cot¥eying her fon into defart places,: where he con-

- tinued ¢ till the time -appointed for his manifefazion
¢ unio Hrael." But as the children of Bethlchem died
1n the flead of Chrift, fo did ¢he father of the Baptift

. die for bis child ; «for Herod flew Zachary between

‘the temple and the altar,” beeaufe he refufed to besray

his foni to the fury of that raging beaft, though fome

eminent Primitivc Chriftians had a tradition, that a
g‘acc being feparated in the tempic for virgias,

. Lachary fuﬂ'cﬁr the blefled virgan to abide there after
the bieth of the holy Jetus, athrming her to be fiill a

--visgin, and that for thia reafon, not Herod, but the

-fcribew and pharifees did kill Zachary.

Tertullian reports, that the biood of Zachary had fo

- belmeared tae flones -of the pavement, which was the

altar the good pricit:was facrificed on, that pno art nor

induftry could wath the tin@ure our, the.dye and guile

being both indelible ; as if becaefe God did intend to
exaét of that-ration, all the blood of -righteous perions
from Abel to Zgacharias, who was the laft of the
wmartyrs of -the fynagogue, he would bear a charatter of
their guilt in their -fight, to upbraid their irreligion,
crueity and infidelity. Some there are, who affirm,
that thofe werds of our Saviour do not relate to any

Zachary who Dad been already flain, but to a prophefy
of the lait of all the martyrs of the jews, who fhould

be flain immediately before the deftru@ion of the laft
temple, and the-cxtermination of theirnation. Cest:in
it is, that fuch a Zachary, the fon of Baruch (if we
may belicve Jofephus) was flain in the middle of the
temple a little ‘before it was deftroyed ; and it is

-agreeable to the nature of the prophefy, and the re-
proof here given by our blcﬂ'edp Saviour, That from -
Ade! to Zachary, fould ake in all the rigl{icox‘xis

0L,
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blocd, from firft to laft, till the im was complete ;
and it is not imaginable that the of our blefled

Lotd, andthe apoﬂkSt.Jama. for whole deathi many
of the Jews were of od defiroyed their city,
fhould bt 1eft cut of ?‘x; acconnt, which would
be, if any othcr Zachaty ftiould be meéant than he whom
they. laft flew ; and therefore St. Cyprian expounds
what we read 1 thie paft fenfe, to fignify futare, and
inftead of ye fleac, reads Ball fay, according to thc
ftile dften nfed by pro ts, and as fomemna:mnnccr

-aia fignificazion will '

But the firdt great m!hnce of the divine vengeance,
for thofe cxecutions, was upoa Herod, who in avery few
yéau after was {fmitten of God with fo many Soa
and tortures, that himfelf above feemed like an of pital
of the incurable; for ke was tormented with 2 fofe ‘!W
ﬁnc, like that ofbnrm irop mhishody, in is bowek
with intalerable cholxcs and uleers; mlnsfhamfnlpam
with worms ; mhxsfecthth ; in his nerves with
convulfions ; difficulty of b g and out of divers
parts of his bod ﬁudfonmfmcandmccrmsaﬂcnch
that thcioathfomenefs, pain, and indignation, made him -
once fnatch up a knife, with 2 purpofe to have killed
himfelf, but that he was prevented by a nephew of his,

. who then attended him ; but the heart of Heérod was -
* otly the morc hardened’ bythbloadso! divine weatl :
God began his ell befe, and the pains of hell never:
made any man lefs wicked. For Herad, pcrocxvmg‘
that he moft now die, firft pat to death his fon Antipa-
ter, under pretence that be would have poifoned him :
And, that the laft fcene of his life might be corfed
malice, and exalted villany, and cutdo all the reft;
bccaufc he believed the Jewith nation woold rejoice at
* his death, hc'affenbled afl the nobles of the pe
and prt them in prifon, giving ftriék c to his
Salome, that when be was at the point of death, they
fhould all be flain, that his death might be lamented
with a real and univerfal forrow. But God, who brings
to nought the counfels of wicked princes, turned the
dcﬁgn againft the intendment of Herod ; for when he

was
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relealed the :mpn and defpgirs
ard made the day of Wsm
a day of joy, fach as that whea the jews were delivered
from the viclerce of Hamaa, in the days of Perim.
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s while God had provided a fanfimary for the
J ing the fecret
ich Herod hxd comtrived, fent
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Epiphani 'nsitisrcpmmrmhctoldtheﬂgypﬁa’ -
pricfls, That their idols fhould be broken to pieces,
when a holy virgin, with her child, fhould enter into
their country ; which p y pofibly might be the
czufe that ¢he Egyptians, befides their vain idols, and
falée gods, did worthip ulfe an Infant in 3 manger, and
a virgin in her bed. '

3




vbedicnt to the heavealy vifion, aad s Bat
hearing that Archelans rei in his fathet’s fiead,
kaowing the cruclty sad ambitwa of Herod was

hereditary, or intailed his fon, he was. wamed to

tara afide 1o the parts of Galilee, usder the junidittion

From the retum of this family to Jedahy and
-their habitation in Nazareeh, till the blefled child jefus
was twelve years of age, we have nothing tran{mitted
to ws of any authentic record. but that they went o
Jerafalem every year at the feaft of the . ¢ And
¢ when Jefus was twdted‘yum . mlsu(ll &{::oly
city, attending rites, an mn
facrifices of the l:s:nhispamu. ¢ haviag fuifilled their
¢ days of the feat, weat homeward, fi iing the child
¢ 20 be in the caravan,’ among his friends ; going before,
‘a whole day’s joumney, and when fought and
¢ found him not, they returned to Jerufalem,’ fall of
tears and forrows, and ¢ for three days could not find
*him ;* at length entering into the temple to pray to
b God,
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God,. who kacw their defires, changed their forrows
Into ;37 and wepder, for the mother found the ¢ Holy
“Son fisting in the mid# of the doctors, both hesring
¢ them:and aking them quefions ;” and when they ¢ faw
¢ him they- were amazed,’ and fo were all that ¢ heard
‘.hnm,.at- his underftanding and anfwers,” beyond his
education, beyond his experience, beyond his years,
snd even beyond the common attainments of the beft
men, - difcourfing with the fpirit of a prophet, the
demonétration of an angel, and the height of infpisation;
for kere in the very literal fenfe, *God out of the mouth
¢ of Babes ordain'z{ ftrength.”

: Ghad were the parents of the Child to find him in-
miated with a miracle, and when he gave them account
of his employment, which they underitood not, faying,
¢« How is it that ye fought me ? Wift ye not that I muft-

- %-be about my Father'’s bufinefs.” Bat ¢ Mary kept alt

thefe fayings in her heart :* And be went ¢ down with
¢ them, came to Nazareth, and was {fubje& unto
“them : And Jefus increafed in wifdom and flatare,
;xa:g in favour with God and man ;’ and no doube
ved in all holinefs and humility, fthewing great fi
of wifdom, and thereby endcatd:nz himfelf t% all tﬁ'a:
beheld his converfation, and confirmed them in the
cxpedtation which his miraculous birth had created of

- him, increafing in propostion to his great begimnings

to a miraculous excellency of , iweetnefs of de-
meanour, and excellency of underftanding.

When Hered had drank fo deep a draught of blood
at Bethlehem, and fought for more-in the hill-couatry,
Elizabeth carried her fonjd:lohn the Baptift, into the
wildernefs, there in the defart places to hide him from

. the fury of that beaft, where, queftionlefs, fhe attended

- ot —— -

him with as much care and tendernefs, as the affeQions
and fears of a_mother.could exprefs in thofe barren
folitudes : It is recorded, That the child was about
cighteen months old whes he firft fied to this melancholy
fanttuary, but after forty days his mother died, and his
father Zachary, {lain at his miniftration, which happened
alrout this time, in the court of the temple ; fo tgat]t.l;:
chn
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ehild was expofed to all thie dangers-and infdicitics of
an orphan, ;}:xda place of folitasinefs apd gifcomfors, 1a
a time when a bloody kiog meditaréd bis deftrultion ;
¢ But when bis father and mothet were takea feom bim
¢ the- Lord took him up.’ For the Grecks have 2
tradition, that God depated an angel to be his guardian
aid nourither, as he had formerly dose 1o, fhmael,
who dweit in the wildemmefs ; and to Elus, whea he
fled from the rge of Ahab ; fo te this Ohl-u"h" came
in the.fpirit of Elias, to make demonftration that there
can be no-want nor danger, where God uadertakes the
care and provificn for his children. S
_The eptertainment he met with in the wildernefs,
was foch as might difpofe him to a life of auftenty, to
holy contemplations, prayers, and communion with
God ; his ¢ Raiment being of camel’s hais, and a leath-
¢ ern. girdle about his lojns, and" kis meat was locaits
¢ and wild honty 3> And thus he coutipued wll be was
about thirty years of age, and then; in the bfteenth-vear
of Tiberius, ¢ Pontius Pilate being governour ef Judea,
¢ the word of God came unto John in'the-wildernefs,
¢ and. e came into all the country of Judea, preaching
¢ and baptizing.” ‘This John, according to the prophe-
fizs of lim, and defignation af his perlgon by-the Hcly
Ghoft, was the fore-runner of Chrift,: fche %o difpotc
the people for ltis entertainment, ang prepare his ways ;
whom.ail the Jewith writers of that time, mentien with
ciceeiing praifes ; and Jofephus, who lived fooa after
the death of Chnift, fays, Tﬁn he was a mofk excellent
man, of whom it is written by the prophst Malachi,
¢ Behold I will fend my meflenger, and he thall prepare
¢ the way before me :* It was therefore neceflary that he
thould be a pe:fcn.of confumntate virtue and holinefs,
that the purity of his life might gain credit and reputa-
tion to the teflimony he was to give camceraing his
!.mid. the Saviour of the world, wkich happened accord-
ye |
or as the Baptift, while he was in the wildernefs,
became the pattern of a folitary, contempiative life,
and as an example of fanflity and fingular aufterity ;
fo

|

!
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fo when he to the world, he feemed ic he o
very ¥y m‘l;,eandthe wonden wkich were
great at his Girth, and prediy 'onofhisconccPu" ion,
which had never bejore bappeacd, but in the perfons
of Yzac aad Sampfon, the contempt of the verld, his
mwortified countenance and deportment, his anflere and
fm ife, his vehement and zeslous preaching,
fohighuqhione{ﬁninlhcpopk, ¢ That
‘:llbddlinhn‘wphca,' and a rare exxingle for a
holy Life ; mdu!ltﬁl-,mmieradmamaw:ul by his
folemn baptifim, wherehw ke 2’0f P“ﬁ“lfktw ke made
admirable raticss forthe 's appearing ;
,mmp‘?t}::hin Jercfalem, aod all Jndagh,
the regions round abou: Jorcan, and were
baptized of hirr, confeffing their fins.’ By theic
licavenly weans he fo won wpon the aections of all men
sthat s fermons snd his tefimory concerning Chrift
+ -were the more prevaleat and acceptable ; the fum of his
difcourfhs teadisg to perfuade them to repent of- their
s, and bring furth th= fruits of an holy iife ; he was
a fevere reprehender of the pdarifees and faddocees ;
be cihorted the people to do works of mercy, the
publk‘:niuidojuﬁcc,ndowrcﬁuovm; the foldiers
fo sbfam from plandering, violeace, and rapine ; and
tbﬁcly_dedamd that he was not Chrift, that be oaly
peized with water, but that the holy Jefps thcaid
bopsize ¢ with the Holy Ghoft, and with fire,’ and
Enallv denounced eteroal wrath and punithment to ail
ki were impeaitent ; and from this day forward, that
i, ¢ From the daps of Joha Baptift, the kingdom of
* keaven fufferod violence and e violeat take it by

For now the gofpet to dawn, John being kike
the morning flar, forctellmg the approach of the Som
¢ Righteoufnefs ; for as St. John the Baptift laid tie
&rft rough acd nohewn fone in this fpiritual boilding,
in mutt:ication, felf-denial, and doing violence to our
saturzl afte€uvoms, fo the Mafter-Brilder himfelf con.
tine-d the fame by propounding the slones of the
Mearealv kingdom, to thofe only, wh, by Learing t?c

crof:,
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aich, fheald obtain the fams. Now was the time that
molgitudes fhoald throng and crowd to enter into the
firart gate ; aod the- younger brothers,: the gentiles,
thould {natch the inhesjtance from the Jews our clder
brothers ; firangers from natives; the publicaas and
harlots from the foribes and pharifees ; who, like vio-
leat perfons, fhall, by their importunity, obedicnce;
watchfulnefs a3 d&hgcncz.ogm te kizgdom from
them to whom it was irft offered, aad Jacod fhall be
lb'd. md Eﬁ“ w. s L ¥

From the diiputatign of Jeius with the doQors, to
the time of his manifeflation to lfrazl, wiuch was about
cighteen vears, -the Holy Child dweit in Nazareth, in
great obedience to his parents, workiag, as is fuppafed,
with his hands, in bis fappofed father, Jofeph's tradc,
for the fopport of his own and his mother’s neeeilitics,
and that he might bear the curfe of Adam, thas. ¢ in the
« {weat of his brows.-he thould eat his bread=:* But now
the fuli time belag come, he took his leave of his
mother; and kis employmeat, to begia his Father's
work, and his propaeiical office, in onder to the re-
demption of the world, ¢ and when John was bapuzing
* ia Jordan, Jefus came to John to be baptized of him.’
And though the Baptilt had never feer his face, becaufe
they had beca frea dwir infaacy driven to foveral
places, and defigned to feveaal offices, yer ths Hoiy
Ghott immediately infpired lekn with a difceraing,
kaowing fpidt, {0 that at his ird arrival = knew Lo,
zad did him worliip ; fo that whea Jefas Jcdied o be
baptized Joha ¢ forbid hiin, fayiag, I Lave ncelco be
¢ bavtized of thee, aad comet taoz uate e ¥ But our
blefied Savioir, wio told Jokn tha: ke camz o fuls!
all rixhteouliels, wourld receive thar rite which his
Faiher had inRituied in order to the maatictazica of i3
%oa ; aad by this bapiiila he tecame known w Jobs,
fo thrt mow ke potated az his porfsa ia his fezmon, agd
difcourfes, and by calling Rha ¢ the lwbh of Goy;
proplicfied of kis padioa, sad decianed Lin 1o be e
worll's Redecaaer, anld the Sacnfice for mankind,

0 .
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As foon as John had perfermed his miniftry, and
Jefus baptized, be praved, ¢and the hcavem were
¢ opened,’-and  in the air appeared a zew and glorious
light, <the Holv Ghoft defcending like a dove, and
¢ hghting upon kim, and a veics from heaven, faying,
* This is my beloved Sen, in whem I am well pleaked.’
This was the imuguration and proclamation of the
Mefiah, ‘whea ke began to be the great Prophet of the
New Covenaat : 'I‘bedovcisindg:rgve, and feeis no
diturbance nor violence of when its dear:&
interefle are defiroyed ; we alfc ought tc be of an even
fpirit in the {addeft accidents which ufually difcompofe-
cur peace, and it Is certaim that wherever the Holy
Spirit does dwell, there alfo peace and fanitity, meek-
acis and Chaﬁty, a m!ﬁu 'ill, and abﬂutﬁ 'b’n'
doning our owa inclinations and defires to inhabir ;
turthermore, this dove, like that which Ncah fent out
of the ark, did ‘:F’.!y fignify, That the world fhould be’
renewed, and zll be surned to a new creaticn, and-
God hath mnade a covenant with us, that ualefs we
rrevoke him by eur impieties, he will never deftroy
ike 2arth an¥ inore : When the folemnity of his baptifm
wye over, Chrift afcended up eut of the water, and
ume of the aucients report, (but with what certzinty
we know not) that the place ia that river where hid
koly bodv Lad been baptized, wa cndued with i heali
quality, and a power of surisg }cger?, who ba
themfelies therein, tn the fauth of jefus. But the
ranifeftation of this power was not till afterwards, for
as yet Jefus did no miracles.

Whea the Saviour ci the world was baptized, had
opened the heavens, wiich never yet hud been opened
to man, and was declazcd the Son of God, ¢ Jefus was
s Ly the Spirit driven into the wiidernefs ;’ net by an
.unrat-. -al violence, but by a fur<roatural infpirstion,
and inclination, for it was the Holy Spirit that bear
him thither ; he was led by the good fpirit;, to be
tempted of the evil ; whither alfo he retired to muake
dé-monftration. that in an altive life, fuch as he was

sfigned to, thefe retirements for contempiation and
praver
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water, ¢and the angels min: uato hiwm ;’_beiny.

© of comfort and futientation frors his Father

ploye s Kibin 2 dfstcancing e Al s
cyed o 1 ifce~atemancing the L

Eloﬁﬂities of the {pirits of darknpefs, :

Whether the devils appeared in any horrid and af-

; frighting thape is not certain ; but it is more Likely-

that to a perica of Chrift's fanftity, they would appear
more angeliczl, henot beiag to be affrighted with ugly
phantaims, which abuie the weak and impecfe&t con-
ceptions of ignorant peopie ; but the way which Satan
the prince of devils took was, that at the expiration of-
forty days, ¢ Jefus beicg huagry,” he imvited him to-
eat bread of his own provicing, which might refrefh
his humanity and prove his divinity ; hoping that his
honger, 2nd the defire of conviacing the devil, might
tempt him to eat before the time appointed : < But je-.
‘ {us anfwered, it is written, Maa thall not live by.
¢ bread alone; but by every word that proceeds out of
* the mouth of God ;* mearing that in every word of
God, whetner the commandinent be general or fpecial,.
a promife is cither cipreifed or implied, of the fupply
of all provifions neceftzry for him thar i:,doiag the work
of God, and that was tie prefent cafe of jefus, who
was then doing bis Father’s work, aad promoting our.
atereft, and therefore was fure to be provided for, and
i‘: we may be likewile, when we are perforining car .
ty.

The devil having failed in this affaule, tries him
again, requiring fiill z demonftration of his being the -
Son of God ; he fets him “upon the pinnacle of the
¢ temple,” and invites hixi 2o throw himfeif down fay-

ng,
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ing, “If thowbe the Som of God;.caft thyfelf down
* from henoey for it is written, He fhall give his

¢ cliarge concerning thee, . to koep theey and in their
¢ hands they fhall-bear-thee ap, lek at amy time thou
¢ dath thy ioot againit a fone.” Bat tho® our Savicer
was fecured of Ged’s proteion, yet he wculd not
tempt God by seceiring an cxtraordinary a&t of his
provadence, for:bis upneceflasy prefervation. At length
atea unises all his:power of - fratagem, and places the
Holy Jefus wpot sn:excoeding lish mountain, and: by
anan@_calpwcr,‘zufm as in a2 map, all the
kingdcess,. glories, and bexuties of this wosld, and af-
fures Jefus, that all ¢this. was.pur into his power to
¢ give, and be would beftow it on kim; if-he would
"‘hg::‘o'n and Ok:r:dhi him.” Bstour blefied Redeem-
er being prev angry at this vile propofal, and
his isipsdent and: hiafphemous: demands, faxd, < Get
<-thee henoe, behind me, Satam, for it is waiwes, thou
¢ -fhalt worthip the Lord thy God; and him caly fhait
¢ thou ferve. The devii then leavesh kim, asd beiold
¢ gngels came and minidered oato him,’ bringing um
fach chisgs as bis pecefities required ; afeer Lie had by
a icity days faft and =bfhicence, Jeit an cxample to his
caicipizs and toilowers, That fziting 1s seceliary toa
contemplative kife, and for refilting and overceming all
rempratioss «nd alivrements of the devily, and ail cur
fpir;tual evewies. And wemav c3ieriz, that poverty,
predeitication 2ad 2wbiticn, 212 the three qaivers from
which the devil drew s ztrow, wizh whica Le theught
to prevadl agamit Chial, but our Capteir, corquered
him both (or higitclf and vs, whereoy we reay ice cur
daazer, and kow w.: are provided with a remedy agziadt
all tempianiens  the wicked cre.

Atter the Reviit by a iign ficm heeven, iras con-
firimed 1z the fjinic and underianding, tkat Jefus was
the Medizh; he 1umediniely pubhified to the Jews
what God had maiitfied © him ; ond Ent to the priefls
and Lzvites, who fent a wefienger {rein the Sanhedniz,
of grest counc.d at jeruialam, 10 know ¢ who be was o
Joto cutveced pmediaely, whar Lisifelf was net the

Cla,
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@brid, nor Elias, nor that prophet whoni they by 2
{pecial wradition did expedt to be revealed, they kmew
not when ; and concerning himfelf he fzid nothing
pofitive, but that he was ¢ the voice of ome crymg s
¢ the wildernefs, Make £raight the way of the Lord.!
This Lord was then amonght them, but not known, a
perfon of great dignity, ¢tbe latchet of twhofe thoes
¢ he was nat worthy to uaclofe,’ or do the meanef® ofice
vader him ; ¢ who, tho’ coming after John, was to be
‘ rred before him, who was to increafe, bot the
. ift was to decreafe, who did baptize with the Holy
« Ghoft and with fire,’ .
This was the charafter of his perfonal
bat as yer no demonfiration was made of bm pes
after the defceat of the Holy Ghokt apoa him, and
then wherever the Baptift faw Jefus, he points him out
withbisﬁnger, ¢ Behold the Lamb of God that taketh
¢ away the fins of the world ' ‘This is He. Then bo
fhews him to Andrew, Simon Peter’s breothes, and to
another difciple with bim, wha ¢ both fellowed jefus,
¢ and abode with him that night.” Aadrew bnngs his
brother Simon with him, and Chnift changss his name
from Simou 1> Peter, or Cephas, which dignifies a
. #one. ‘Then Jefos himfelf &nds out Philip of Bethe
{arda, and bids him follow him, and Philip finds.cut
Nathaniel, and colls him to fes ; thus Hke people that
came out of darkne(s, when they fee the fun, they cald
to their parents to be ;urtakers of thiv new ard firange
revelarion. o T . |
‘When Nathaniel was come to Jefus, Chrit faw his
beart, and gave him a teftimony of being truely honeit,
and full of holy fimplicity, ¢ An Ilfraclite ind<ed in
¢ whom is no guile ;’ and Nathaniel being cver-joved
that he nad found the Mefiah. believing out of love,
and loving by reafon of his joy, having ro fofpicien ef
his perfon ; and took his will and the forwardsels of
fuch effe®tion in. fach good part, that he promifed him
greater things, and this gave occafion to the firit prophe-
iy which was made by him ; ¢ for Jefus faid uato him,
¢ Becaufe I faid I faw thee under the 6ig tree, believeil

¢ thou ?

ives,
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¢ thoo ?- ’lhonﬂult&egrm taings than thefe.” And
then propheted, ¢ That he fhould icc beaven opencd,
aadthe auphd'Gdafcrndmgandd:&m upoo the
Sca of Maa ;* hth:bengada&atoftb:hw, Chnst
dié notchuofe kim for onc of his apaltics.

About the fame time there was 2 marnag: at Cana
of Galilee, in the aeighbcuthood of Carift's dwelling,
wheio Joha the ‘evangeli® is by fome foppeied, tho’
withbdt certainty, to be the bn*cvmom, t¢ which
Jefes, with his mother being irvited, hewent to do cirili-
ty-t0 ﬂwperfomdmnﬂ,nx‘.mmrheodxmnce
of marnage ; the perfons then marriad, were thonght to
be bat of indifferent forruncs, richer ia the Jove of their
acigaboun than ia wealthy poileiRons ;- they had more
compatty than wine, which the bl fed virgin mother
dcquainted Jelps wish ; who anfwered ker, ¢ Wcman,
“what i i that 0. thoe and” me ? mine bour 15 NOt yet
céome ;" By this a:lfwcr, intendmg no demal to his
morhey, bt to. liginiy e Was Kol dei eaterzd iato the
]:‘nodtadxmof meiracles, and when he Jdid, it muft
not be for refpect of Kindred or civil relations, bue de-
riving his power from abore, it mut be to ferve that
defigs whxchbeh:d received in charge together with
tiat powee.

- And fo his mother underitood him, giving exprels

te the aftendants ¢ to do whatloever he com-
‘mmded ;> Jefas dwrefore bid them fill the - mr»pen
Whebﬂbodtlhnfatthtufc of frequent wathin
which the Jews uizd in all their pu‘rhc mectings, fgo’.
fear of contracting lcgal pollutions and imparities,
wherein they feemed too {uperftitious, wathing their
very beds and. tables employed. at their feas, The
femnts filled them to the brim, and as they were com-
manded, drew out, ¢and bare to the govemour of the
¢ feaft, who knew not of it,’ till the minacle grew pob-
lic, and like light thewod isfelf ; for while they wen-
dered at the management: of the feat, in keeping the
¢ beft wine till the lait,’ it grew apparent, thathe who
was Lord of his creatures, could produce new qualities
in that fubje®, in which be cboolgt to glorify his S Qﬁ::ix
s
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BY L

This ¢ beginning of miracles did Jefuos at Canain
« Galilee.” For all thofe misacles all the Popifh legends
tt to be done by Chriit in kis infancy, ‘and interv:{
his younger yeats, are apocH and fpurious,
promoted by the credulity ot fuch perfens, in whofe
hearts eafinefs; folly, and fuperflition ate bound wuwp;
this firft miracle manifefled his glory, and his difcipies
believed in him. :
Innmediately aftet this miracle, Jefus sbode a few days
m Capernanm ; but becaufe of the feaft of the
paffover, he afcended to Jerufalem, he perform-
ed an a& of holy zeal in behalf of the honour of the
teraple, which divers merchamts and exchangers of
~ momecy made their bank and markzet, and brought beafts
thither to be fold for facrifice zpainft the great pafchal
folemnity ; at the fight of which our Savicir being
moved with indignation, ¢ made a whip of fmall conds,
¢ and drove the beails out of the temple, overthrew the
- < accompting tables, and commanded them that fold the
¢ doves, to take them from thence.” For his anger was
holy, aad ther:fore would not have the doves let fly to.
the detriment of the owner, faying, ¢ Make not my
¢ Father’s houfe a houfe of merchandife ;’ for it fhall
be called, <ahoufe or prayer to all nations :* And being
required to give a fign of his vocatien, he only foretol
the refurrection of his body after three days, but cx-
prefing it ifl the  metaphor of the temple ; ¢ Deftroy
¢ this temple, and I will boild i¢ up in three days ; he
¢ fpake of the temple of his body ;* and they, under-
flood it of the temple at Jerufalem, and it was never
rightly conftrued till it was.accomplithed. |
At this publie conventioa or afiembly of the Jewith
nation, Jefus did many miracles, pablithed himfelf to be
the Meffiah, and gained many difciples, among whom
was Nicodemus, a do&or of- the law, and a ruler of tiie
nation ; he came by nizht to Jefus, and affirmed him-
felf to be convinced bty the miracles which he had feen,
¢for no man can do :hefe mirzcles which thou doft,
¢ except God be with him.” Jefus then began to in-
ftru® hi:n in the mvflery of regeneration, faying,
¢ Verily,
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¢ Verily, verily, I {ay uato thee, except a man be bors

- €again, he cansot tnter into the kingdom of God.’
Xhis was Grnge philofophy to Nicodemus, but Jefus
bid him not-to wonder, for this is not a work of ha-
manity, buta fruit of God's fpirit, ¢ for the {pirit
¢ bloweth where it lifteth,’ like the wind which is ap-
parent in its cffc(ls, but fecret in the caufes and pro-
duflion thereef. Chrift then fays, There are higher
things, and more myferious for him to apprehead and
behieve ; tells his own defceat from heaven, foretells
his death and afcenfion, and the blefling of redemption
which he come to work for mankind ; preaches of the
Tove of the Father, the miffion of the Son, the rewards of
faith, and the glories of eternity : He upbraids the
unbelieving and impenitent, and declares the differ-

. ences of an holy and corrupt eonfcience, the thame and
fear of the one, the confidence and fecurity of the oth-
er ; and thie was the {um of his fermon to Nicodemus,
which was the fulle® of myflery of any that he ever
made, except that immediately before his pailion ; all
his other fermons being mere praftical. .

From Jerufalem Jefus goeth into the country of Judea,
attended by divers dilciples, whofe uaderitandings were
brought into fubjeftion and obedicnce to him, upon
coafidence of the divinity of his miracles. There the
difciples received all that came, amd baptized them, as
John at the fame time did, and by that ceremony admirted
them 1nto the chriftian difcipline and infitution, ac-
cording to the cuftom of the doQors, and great prephets
among the Jews, whofe baptizing their fcholars was the
ccremony of their admifion. And now the time was
come that Chrift mug increafe, and the Baptift fuffer
diminution, for Chnft ¢ came from above, and was
¢ 2hove all, and the fum of his doétrine was, That which
¢ he had feen and heard from the Father, whom God
¢ fent to that purpofe ; to whom God had fet his feal,
« that it was true ; who fpake the werds of God, whom
« the Father loved ; te whiom he gave the fpirit without.
¢ meafure, and intc whofe hands God had delivered all
* things ; this was he whofe teitimory the wosld received

‘not g’
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‘ not;” and that they might sot only know what perfon
they flighted, but how great falvation they alfo neglet-
ed, Joha fums up all hm fermons, and finithes bis min.__
iftry with the faying, ¢ He that belicvcth on the Son
¢ fhall have everlafting life, and he that belizvzth nag
< the Son fhall not {fee life, bat the wiath of God
¢ abideth on him.’ -

And now the Baptift had fufilled the office of bearin<
witnefs unto Jefus, God was pleafed to give him his
writ of eafe, and beiftow on him his seward upon thi:,
occafion : John whe had learnsd tw defpifé the world
a2d all the flatteriés and impertinences thereof did Lis
duty joftly, 213 withour refpe@ of: perfons, and as he
reproved the people for their crimes - and immoralitie:.
{o ke fparzd not Herod the 2d, then king of Judaii,
but told Lim plainly in his fermon, ¢ That it wasnuz -
¢ lawfal for hiut to marry Herodias, kis brather Philip’s
¢ wife ;* for this fermon he felt the venomous fury of
an ¢nrared woman, and was caft into prifon, and aboat
a year after was facrificed to the fcora and pride of 2
lafcivious mother, and her immodeft daughter, being
at the end of the fecoad year of Chrift’s preachiag, be-
keaded at Herod’s command, who woeld not recra® his
oath becsafe of Lis honour, and a rath vow he male ia
the mid#t of his jollity, and complacencies ¢f his rias.
ous dantings ; ¢ His bead was brooght up in a dik,’
- and made a f=%ival prefoni to the young gizl, who gave
it to her mcther, by whofe advice the demanded the
murdering of him, a barbarifm vefore unknown in that
ccuntry. ' - '

“But the judgments of God, which fleep not lons,
foon overtook Herod ; for having turaed away his wite,
who was the daughter of Areius, a king of Ambix
Petrza, to obtain Herodias, he provoked her father to
commence war with Herod, who accordingly defeatal
his whole army, and forced him to an inglorious flight :
which the Jews generally belicved to be a julgment oa
him O his unworthy and villainous execution of Joha
the Bapttt ; God in his wifdom an. fevericy miking
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one fin to be the panithment of another, and neither of
them both to pafs without the figoatuse of a curde ;
and Nicephorus reports, that the dancing rof
Herodiae paffing over a frozen lake, the ice hroke, and
fhe fell up to ber neck ir water, and her head was part-
ed from her bpdy by the vinlence of the fragments, and
{o Enﬂsed ; divine Providenace caufing the judgment
- toles tation. of her fin; Herodias herfelf,
with her adaltcrous parsmous Herod, were banithed wo
Lyonsin France, by decree of the Roman Senate,
where they lived ingloticufly; and died miferably ; it
_ B.eorded, that when her daughier Salome - broughe
. the BOwif's hng p0-tor, fim abylk 1z ongue through
with -3: needle; >in révinge for whaty &t had ustered
gn;lﬁtet bac: fhe: herlelf - paid “the ‘charges of her
triu CoL T ~
- When Jefus kad hrard that John was caft iato prifoa,
- and that the pharifces were envious againft kimfelf for
the great moltimde of people that reforeed to kis bap-
tifm, which he miniftred, rot ia his own perfon, bat
by the deputation of his difciples, they finithing the
miniftration which kimfelf began, who, (as-one of the
ancients report) haptized the bleffed virgin his mother,
and Peter only ; and Peter baptized Andrew, James,
and John, and they others, he left Judah and came into
Galilee, pafling by Sychar, a city of Samaria, where iz
the heat of the day, and wearinefs of his journcy, he
fat down at the of Jacob’s well ; whither, when
his ¢ difciples were geae to buy meat, a Samaritaz wo-
< man cometh to draw water,’ of whom Jjefus atked
fome to cool and refreth himfelf, Little knew the wo-
man the exceliency of the perfon that afked fo {fmall a
charity, neither had the lcarned that <a cup of cold
¢ water given to a difciple fhould be rewarded,’ and
mnach rather fuch a prefent 1o the Lord himfelf, but
profecuted the fpirit of her nation, and inftead of wath-
ing Jefus' feet and giving him a drink, demanded of
him, ¢ Why he, belng a Jew, thould alk water of a
¢ Samaritan ? for the Jews have no dcalings with the
¢ Samaritaas.’ Th
- . e
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The ground of the quarrel was this: In the fixth
year ot Hezekiah, Salmanazar, king of Afiyma,
plundered Samaria, tranfported the Hraelites to Aflyria,
and planted an Afyrian colony in the town and coun-
try, who by divinc vengeance were deftroyed by lions,
which 20 power of incn-cooli reftrain et joflea.. The
king of Afiyria thought the caunfe was, their not ferv-
ing God aecording to their rites of Mofes’ law, and
therefore fent 2 Jewith captive prictt to inftruft the re-
maining inhabitants in the Jewith religion; who fo
lcamed and praQtifed ir, thet they fiil retained the {uper-
ftitious beathenith vites ; uilManafes,the brother of - jad-
di the high pricft of Jerufalem, marricd the dayghter of
Sanballat, who was the governour under king-Darius :
Manafles being reproved for marrying a firanger the
daughter of an sucircumcifed geatile, and admonithed
to difmifs her, flies to Samaria, perfoal=s his father in
law to beild a temple on mount Gerizim, introduges
the rites of daily facrifice, and makes himfeit high
prieff, and began to pretend o be the true fucceffor of
Aaron, and commences a fchifm ia the time of Alex-
ander the great. From whence the yneftion of religion -
geew fo high, that it begat difaffection, anger, ani-
mofities, quarrels, bloodthed and musder, not only in
Palaftine, but wherever a Jew and a Samaritan had the
ill fortunc to meet ; fach being the natore of men, that
they think it the greateft injury in the workl when oth-
er men are not.of their opinion ; -and that they pleafe
-God moR, when they are moft furicufly zealous ; and
no zeal better to be exprefled, than by hating all thofe
whom they are pleafed to think God hates, |
This {chifm was profecuted with the greateft fpitc
that ever any was, becaufe both parties were much
given to fuperflition, and this was promoted by the
conftitution of their religion, confifting much in exter-
nals, and cercmonies, without their improving them to
. any moral or fpiritual fenfe, orto charity ; and there-
fore the Jews called the Samaritans accurfed ; again,
the Samaritans at the pafchal folemnity, would, at mid-
right, when the Jews’ tcmple was open, fcatter dead
" men’s

.
e . e b o> P vom |




52 Tue LIFE orf

men s bones to profane and defile the place, and both
would fight, ang?ntemally difpute the queflion ; fome-
-times rcferring it to an atbitratcr, and then the com-
eered fide would decline the arvitmation after the fen-
2ence ; which they did at Alexandria before Prolemeus
Philometer, when Aundronicus, by a r=oving oration,
piocured fentence againft Theodotivs and Sabbaus, the
Samarnitan advocates ; the fentence was given for Jeru-
falem, ar.d the fchi{m increafod and continued till the time
of our Savicar’s conference with this woman, -
And it was {fo implanted and fixed into.their undet.
ftandinge, that this woman perceived Jefus to be a
prephet, fhe undertook the queftiom with him, ¢ Our
* fazhess worthipped in this mountain, and ye fay Jero-
¢ {alem is the placc where men ought to worthip.’ - Our
-Caviour knew the fchiim was great enough already, and
was niot willing to make the breach wader,. and thoagh
he gave teftimony of the treth, that ¢ falvation is of
¢ Jews, arnd we know what we worfhip, ye do not;’
vet, becanfe the occafion of this quefion was fhortly .
10 be remeved, Jefus takes this opportunity to preaci
the gofpel, and to reconcile before band, the ditagree-
ing atereits, and fettle o revelation .to be venfied for
ever, that neither here nor there by way cf confinement,
‘nar in one country morte than another, bat ¢ where
* every man fhall call upon God in {pirit and truth, there
* he thall be heard.’ |
'The Holy Jefus then tells hor of living water, of
eternal fausfaltions, of mever thirfting agein, of her
‘swsn perfonal condition, as to her marrages, and de-
lares himfelt to be the Mefiah : And then was inter-
“yepted by the coming of his difciples, who woadered
to fce him talking with a woman ; .but fhe being full
«f joy and wonder, ¢ left the water pot and ran into the
» city,” to publith the Methah ; and immoediately ¢ all
« the ¢ity came out to fee ;' and many believed on him,
. upon the teftimony of the woman, and more when they
. heard his own difcourfes ; they invited him to the
. town, and reccived him with kindnefs and hofpitality
' yor two days, after which ke departed to his own town
Galilee,

’
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Galilee ; whese he was eatcrtained with refpe@, be-
caufc of the miracles which the Gatileans faw done by
hix at the feak ; and being at Cana, where he wrought
the fizt miracle, a noble perfoa {a liztle king or ruler)
came t¢ Jefus with much reverence and. importonity
defiring that he woald immediately come ‘¢ down to his
¢ houfe to heal his fon who was at the point of death.’

Jefos who did _not werk miracks by natural meanw, -

cured the child at a diftance, and difmifled the prince,
talling him ¢ his fon lived ;’-aad by the account of the
fervants he found that the child revived at the fame
tipie when thefe healing woids were fpoke by Jefas, up-
on which accident he and all his “became  Chrift’s
difciples. \ - '

Our Saviour then left Nazareth, anl came to Caper-
naum, a maritime town of great refort, ‘choofing that,
for his fcene of preaching and bis place of dwelling.
For now the tims was feltilied, the office of the Bapuut
was expired, and ¢ the kiaglom of God was at hand ;’
he therefore - preached the fum ot the gofpel, faith and
repentance, ¢ repeat. and  belicve the gofpely” and
what that gofpel was, the fum and fubflance of ali his
fermons afterwards declared. Jefes now™faw it con-
venient to choefe difCiples to bis miniftry and fervice,
to the work of prsaching, and to be ¢ witneifes of all
¢ that he thouid fay, do, or teach,’ for ends which he
afterwards made public, Jefus therefors as ke walked
hy the fea of Galiloe, cailed Simon and Andrew, who
knew him hefore by the preaching of John, and now
¢ left their fhip and their nets, and followed him.’
\Whsn he was gonz a little facther; ¢ he calls the two
¢ ivas-of Lebedce, James 2nd fohn, and they went afts¢
hup.” . Apd with this famtiy he goes up aad down the
whele Galilee, preaching the golpel of the kingd~m,
healing all wanter of direates, curing demoniacks,
cleanfing the lepers, and giving ftrength to thofe that
had the pally, and lamc perfous. -

¢ But swwhen the people preded on him to hiar the
¢ word of Gyod, he ftood by the lake of Genefaret,’ and

refentl
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prefently ? entering into Simon’s thip, commanded hire
¢ to launch into the deep, and- from thence taught the
¢ people,” and there wrought a miracle, for being Lord
ot the creatores, he commanded the fifhes of the fea,
and they obeyed s for when Simon, who had ¢ fithed alt
¢ night in vain, let down his net at the command of
¢ Jefus, he inclofed fo great = number of fithes, that the
€ pet brake, and the fithermen were amazed and far-
« prifed’ at fo greatadranght ; by which miracle it
was intended that a reprefentation fhould be made of
the church of Chrift, and thc multitudes of believers
who fhould b¢ taken by Simon and other difciples, who
werc hereby configred to be ¢ Fithers of men,” and by
taeir holy do&trines (hould gzin fouls to God, and that
when the aets thould be drawn to-thore; and feparation
- made at the day of judgment, by the angels, they and
their difciples thonid ¢ enter into the joy of the Lord,’
and the wicked receive the portion of reprobates, And
row the ¢ fame of Jefts went into all Syria, and there
¢ came to hime moltitndes from Galile, Decapolis,
¢ Jerufalem, and Judea ; and all that had any fick, with
¢ divers difeafes, brought them’-to him, and he laid
his hauds on cvery one of them, ¢and healed them ;’
and when he cured the lanatics and perfons poffefled
with evil fpirits,- the devils cried out and confefled him
- to be Chrift, the ¢ Son of God,” but he ¢fuffered them
mot ;' choofing rather to wosk faith in his difciples by
moral arguments and demonftrations of the fpirit, than
by the torced teftinony of aceurfed and uawilling
fpirits. - | | »
“When Jefus faw his affembly full; and his audience
xumerous, he went up into a mountain, and when his
difciples came to him, 'he made that admirable fermon
called ¢ the Sermon vpoa the Mount ;” which 1s adivine
compendium of fuch” excellent truths, and contains a
breviary of thofe moral preccpts given by Mofes, and
enlarging their obligation by a ftri€ter fenfz, and more
fevere expofition : ¢ that their righteoufnefs ought to
¢ Cxceed the righteoufnefs of the fcribes and-pharifees ;'
proaches 1erfection, and the dottrines of meeknefs and
' ' ' poverty
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poverty of {pirit, chriftian mouming, defire of holy
things, mercy and purity, peace and foffering injuries, :

affixing a fpecial pronuife of blefling to be the inherit-
ance of thofe who are enducd with thefe fpiritual graces
and cxcellencies, he explains fome part of the ten com-
mandments, and adds precepts of his own. He teaches
his difciples to pray, how to fait, how to give alms;
contémpt of the world, not to judge others ; forgiving
of injunies ; againft covetoafnefs and worldly laws ; of
l‘:;}mhcrly reproof ; of the guit ga;c, and nalrlz)zg way d;

faife ets ; againft hypocrify ; concleding wi
an cxhof:t?:n to true piety ; and that men thould feek
¢ the kingdom of heaven and the nghteoulnefs thereof.’
When Jefus came down from the movntain, having
ended his fermon, a poor leprous man came and wor-
fhipped him, and begged to be cleanfed, which Jefus
foon granted, engaging him not to publith it when he
thould go abroad, but fending him to the prieft, to offer
the gift according to the law of Mofes : e then came
to Capernaum, and taught in their ¢ {ynagogues upon
¢ the fgle)bath day,” where, in his fermon he exprefled
the dignity of a prophet, and the authotity of a perfon
featfrom God ; there he cures one poflefled with aa
evil fpirit, and afterwards the mother of Simon, of a
fever ; ahd multitudes beletting. Simon's houfe, he
cured them all, and retired very ecatly in the morning
to a defers place, that he might have an opportunity to
pray, without being difturbed with the noife of the
people ; yet neither could he be fo hid, for the multi-
tude found him out by their diligent attendance of him,
but Jefus told them plainly, that ¢ He muft preach the
¢ gofpel to other cities alio,” and therefore refolved to
pafs to the other fide of the lJake of Genefarct ;
whither while he was going, a fcribe offered himfelf to
be his difciple, apd that he would go wit!: him where.-
foever he went ; bu: Chrift rold him his condition was
worfe than the ¢ foxes or the birds of the air,” who had
habitations provided, but he had none; ¢no, rot a
¢ place to lay his head and find feit ;> but what become
of this forward profeffor afterwards we know not.
| Others,
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Others, Jefus bound to a fpeedy profeflion, aot fuffer-
iag one to go home to bid his friends farewell, and

another not fo much as to ¢ bury his dead.” -
By the time that jefus was got into the fhip it was
late, and bz fo beavy to fleep, that the violent florm
which happened could not awake him, ‘till the thip be-
ing ¢ almoft covered witk: the waves, and in danger of be-
¢ ing funk,'the difciplesthenawakened him faying, ¢ Maf-
- ¢ ter, careft thou rot that we perith, and immediately
¢ there was a great calm, and they prefently arrived in
¢ the land of the Gadarens,” near the city of Gadara,
where there were many fepulchres in the hollownefs of
the rocks, in which the dexd were buried, where many
fuperftitions perfons uizd to invocate evil fpirits ; info-
much, that at the inftant of our Saviour’s arrival in the
cecuntry, there met him two poflefied ¢ with devils
¢ from thofe tombs, exceeding fierce, and had been fo
¢along time, infomuch that no man durfl pafs thas
¢ way :° Jefus ccmmanded the devils out of the poffefi
ed perfons; but ¢thers were certain men feeding
¢ fwine,” which tho’ extremely abominated by the Jew-
ith religion, vet for the ufe of the Roman armies, and
quartermg of foldiers, they were permitted, and divers
privileges were granted to the mafters of (uch herds ;
the devils having befought him to enter into the {wine,
he gave them leave, ¢ and the {fwine ran violently down
¢ a fteep place into the hot baths,” which were at the
foct of the hill on .which Gadara was bailt, - and
¢ perithed in the waters,” This accident fo troubled
the ¢ mnhabitants, that they came and intreated Jefos to
¢ depart out of their coafts ;’ {o leaving Galilee of the
gentiles, he came to the leffer Gaiilee, and whilc he
was fitting in an houfe which was furrounded with mul-
titudes of people, a man fick of the palfy was brought
thither to be cured ; and they were fein to untile the
houfe, and let ¢ him down ih the bed with cords in the
* midit before Jefus, who was conterring with the doc-
¢ tors :* When Chrift faw their faith, -ie faid, ¢ Man
“ thy fins are forgiven thec.” At which {aying the
pharifees being troubled, thinking it to ke -blafphemy,
- and
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and that none but God could forgive fins : Jefus, to
verify his vardon, gave them a &:lpable demonfiration
of it ; for the Jews gid believe that all aflictions were
punithments foi fin, and therefore they faid in anotacr
cafe, ¢ Who fiuned, this mar or his father, that.he Was
¢ born blind  And that removing of the punifhment
was forgiving of the fin ; and therefore Jefus, to prove
that his fins were forgiven him, removed that which
they fuppofed to be the effet of his fin; and by cunng
the palfy, prevented their forthez murmur againft his
parden, faying, ¢ that ye may know the Son of man
¢ hath power on earth to forgive fin : He faith to the
« fick of the palfy, Arife, take up thy bed and wal}i 3
¢ and the man arofc, and he was healed, and glonicd
¢« God.’ | | -
Awhile after, Jefus went again towards the fea,
and oa his way iccing Matthew the publican fitting
at the receipt of cuftom, hec bids him follow lnm 3
Matthew firft feafted Jefus and then he became his dif-
ciple ; but the pharifees that were with him began to
be concerned, that ke ¢ eat with publicans, aud finners ;°
for the office of the publicans, though amongft the Ro-.
mans it was honeft and of great account, and the flow-
er of the Roman knights, ¢ the omament of the city, the
¢ fecurity of the commonwealth, was accounted to con-
¢ fift ia the fociety of pablicans ;' yet among both the
Jews and Greeks, the name was odious, and the pes-
fons were accurfed, not only becaofe the chief of them
~were ftrangers, but becaufe the Jews efpecially ftood
upon the charter of their nation, and the privileges of
their religion, that no-e of them fhould pav tribute ;
and alfo, becaufe they -ere very unjuft and great op-
preffors, having a power unlimited, and covetoufnefs as-
greedy as the grave. But Jefus gave fuch an account
of the reafons of his converfing with them, becaufe
they were finners, that it was as if a phyfician fhould
be removed for having fo much to do with.fick perfons;
for therefore - .« he fent, ¢ not to call the righteous,
‘ but finners to repentance,’” to advance the reputation
of mercy above ‘E: rite: of the ceremonial law,.

Whes
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When Jefus was difcourfing the pharifees, Jarius, a
ruier of the fynagogue, came to him defiring him he
would help his daughter who lay dying. As he was
going to the houfe, a woman met him, ¢ who had been
¢ difeafed with an iffue of blood twelve years,’ without
h?e of- a remedy fromn art or nature : Upoa the con-
fident perfuitons of an holy faith, fhe runs to him,
thinking thau f ¢fuc did but touch the hem cf his
¢ garment, fhe thould be made whole ;’ and accog‘dingly
upon the touch, ¢ the fountain of ker blond was dried
‘up, aud fhe felt in her body that fhe was healed cf
¢ that plague.” St. Ambrofe fays that this woman was
Martha, yet it was not likely that fhe was a Jewefs but
a gentile, becaufe of that rctum which fhe made in
memory of her cure and the honour of Jefus, accord-
ing to the gentile rites. For Eufebius reports, That
himfelf faw at Cazfarea Phillippi, a ftatue of brafs,
reprefenting a woman kneeling at tne feet of a goodly
petfonage, who held his hand out to her in a pefture of
granting her requeft, and doing favour to her ; acd the
inhabitants faid it was ereted by the care and coft of
this woman ; and that at the pedeflal of this flatue a
plant did grow, which was medicinal in the difeafe the
was cored of, and many others. ‘This ftory feems not
well grounded, finec two evangelifts affirm, That fhe
had fpent all her fubftance upon phyficians, and was
therefore incapable of being at fo much charge, neither
would the heathen princes have fuffered it to ftand fo
many years, ftritly fearching all places, to difcover and
-demolifh all monuments of chritianity ; and therefore
probably thefe figures which Eufebius faw, were ereéted
npon fome hcat{:n‘ flory or ceremdny, and by the
chriftians in after ages, confideatly applied to the
prefent hiftory of this woman.

When Jefus was come to the ruler’s houfe, he found
the minftrels making their funeral noifes for the death
of Jarius's daughtcr, of which his fervants had acquaint-

‘ed him, yct Jefus turned out the minftrels, ¢and entered
¢ with the parents of the child into her chamber, and
¢ taking her by the hand,’ called her, and awake:;ed
er
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her from the fleep of death, and ¢ commanded taem to
¢ give her meat to eat,” and enjoined them not to pub-
ith the miracle, but the more Jefus endeavoured not to
" be popular, and to fupprefs the noife and reports of his
afts, the mcre they were difcourfed of, and publifhed
about the ceuntry. As he came feom. Jarius’s houfe,
he cured two blind men, upon their petition, and con-
feflion, that they did believe in him. And eaft out a
dumb devil, fo mach to the wonder and amazement of
the people, that the pharifees could hold no longer,
being ready to burft with envy, and faid, ¢ He cafteth
¢ oat devils by the help of devils.” Their malice bcinﬁ
contradiory and unreafonable, as if the devil thoul
contrive the deftru@ion of his own kingdom.

This was the firft irraption of their rage, for all the
Iaft year, which was the firft of Jefus’ preaching, all was

uiet, neither the Jews, nor the Samaritans, nor the

alileans did malign his do&rine or perfon, but he
preached with much peace on all hands ; for this was
the year which the propaet 1faish called in his predition,
< The accepted year of the Lord.’

The firft year of Jefus, which was a year of peace
and undifturbed preaching, being expired, there was
a ¢ Featft of the Jews, and Jefus went up to Jerufalem;’
this feaft was the fecond paffover, to be kept after he

an to preach ; mot the feaft of pentecoft or taberna-
cles, both which were paffed beforc Jefus came laft
frox Judah ; whither when he was now come, he finds
an impotent perfon Iying1 at the pool of Bethfaida,
¢ waiting till the angel thould move the waters, after
¢ which, whofoever ftepped in was curcd of his infirmity.’
The poor man had waited thirty eight years and ftill
was- prevented by fome other that needed a shyﬁcian ;
but Efus fecing him, had pity on him, cured him, and
bid him ¢ take up his bed and walk ;" this cure happea-
ed to be wrought upon the Sabbath, at which the Jews
were fo moved with indignation, that they thougnr to
flay him, and their anger was the more outrageous by
his calling him{elf ¢ the Son of God,” making himfelf
ual with God ; upon which occafion Jefus fifcourfcs
oa
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oa his mifion znd authority from the Father, 4nd the
udion which was between them ; and preaches life and
falvatica to them that believe in him ; prophefies of the
refarzeltion of the dead, by the efficacy of the voice
of the Son of God ; fpeaks of the day of judgment, and
the differing conditions of the righteous and th= wicked ;
coafirms his words and miffion by the teftimony of Joha
the Baptift, Mofes, and other fcriptares.

Bat ftill the fcandai rifes higher againft him, for the
difciples going through the corn-fields, pull ripe ears on
the Sabbath day, and rubbicg them i their hands, eat
them to {atisfy their hunger ; for which he endeavour-
ed to convince the Jews, who were highly offended,
that works of neceflity and mercy are to be done at all
times, notwithtandiag any pofitive command to the
contrary, and the beft ferving of God upen any day what-

foever, of any pait of the day that is vacant from other

offices, and proper for a religious feftival. But when
neither spafon ner religion would fatisfy them, but that
they went about to kill him, he withdrew from Jerufa-
lem, and returned from Galilee, whither the {cribes and
pharifces followed him, firitly cbferving whether he
would again perform any 2t of mercy upon the Sabbath
day, which yet he fill refolved to do ; for entering
into oue of the fynagogues, he faw a lzbouring man
with a withered hand, who defired help of him that he
might be again refared to the ufe of his hands, left he
fhould be compelled with mifery and fhame to beg his
bread. Jefus reftored hLis hand as whole as the other ;
in the midft of all thofe fpics and enemies ; upon which
adt, being confirmed in their malice, the pharifees went
out and joined with the Hesodians (a fe€t of people
who faid Herod was the Meffiah, becaufe when the
fceptre departed from Judah, he was declared king)
and both together took ceounfel how they might kill
him, Jefus therefore again departed to the fea coaft,
and as his fame, fo his company increafed ; for he was
now followed by new ¢ muliitudes from Galilee, from
¢ Judah, from Jerufajem, from ldumea, from beyond
¢ Jordan, azd from about Tyrc and Sidcn ;° whe

| hearin
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heari:'g the report of his miraculous power, to cure all
difeafes by the word of his mouth, or the touch of bis
hand, of the handling of his garment, came with a
whole hdfpital of fick, poficfled, and all other difeafes,
and were all immediately cured ; the devils confefling
p‘u’bﬁdy‘ that he was the Son of God, ’till they were all
upon fuch occafions reftrained and ‘coapelled to filence.
Jefus haviag now commanded 2 thip to be in readinefs
againft the preflures of the multitad, ¢ went up wto'a
* mountain to pray, and continued in prayer all night;”
and the aext day chofe oat of the number of his difcipies,
twelve, to be apofties, namely, Simon Petér, and An-
drew, James ind Johh, the fons of :hawder, Philip aad
Bartholomew, Wattiiew and Thomms, -James the fon
of Alphzus, and Simoh - the zedibt, Judas the brocher
of James, and Jodas:Ifearior. - ‘With:thefe defcending
from the mountain to'ths th, he mnftrofts his apoftles
in ¢fhe dofrines of the kingdom ;* for now becaufe he
faw ¢ Iftaet fcatiered: Jike fheep having no fhepherd,”
he flopofcd to fend thof- abroad to preath repentance,
and *hat his kingdom was at hand, and gave them alfe
particular -inftru@ttons for their jouraey ; for ¢ Jefus
¢ fent thém ont two by wwe, ‘giving them power over
¢ajl unclean fpirits, and to heal all manner of ficknefs
¢ and difeafes ;> telling thena théy were the light and
the eyes, and the ¢ falt of the world ;' {o inumatiag
their duty to be diligent, holy, and uncozrupt ; giving
them in charge to preach the gofpel ; to difpenfe their
xgwet and miracles freely as they received it ; to anoiac
k perfons with oil, not to enter-into any Samaritan
town, but to ¢ go rather to the loft fheep of the houfe
“ of Ifrae! ;’ to pravide nothing for their jouraey, bat
to depend upen the piety and charity of the mew con-
verts ; he arms them againft perfecotion ; gives thea
leave to fly from one'city to another ; promifes them
the aflitances of his fpirit ; encourages them by his own
example of Jung-fuffering ; by inftances of divine Provi-
dence, exprefled even to creatures of the fmalleft valie.
and by promife of great rewards to the valiant confeflion
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f his naine ; and promifes great retribntions, not oalv
to them who lofe any thirg cf value for the fake of
J=fus, but to thofe that did beftow but a cup of cold
water upon a thirity difciple.  And with thefe inftruc-
tions they departed to preach to the cities, Jefus then
returned to Capernaum, received the addrefs of a faihful
centurion of a legion, (called she Iron legion, which
ufually quartered in Judea) in bekalf of his fervant
whom he loved, who was grievoufly affiQed with the
paify, and healed him as a reward and honour to his
ma_ler’s faith, And from thence going into the city
Nain, he raifed to life the caly fon of a widow, whom
the mourmers followed in the ftreet, bearing the curpfe,
with lamentations, to his grave ; wpon the fame of thefe,
and divers 6ther mirasles, John the Baptift, who was
fill in prifon, {for he was not put to death till the
latter end of this year) fent *wo of his difciples to
him, enquiring if Jefos was he that fhould come, or
fhould we look for another. To whom Jefus returned
no pofitive anfwer, but a demonftration from the rature
of the thing, and the glory of the miracles, faying,
return to John and tell him-what you fec; ¢ for the {eaf
¢ hear, the blind fee, the lame walk, the dead are raifed,
¢ and the lepers are cleanfed, and to the poor the gofpel is
¢ preached ;° which were the diftinguifhing chara@er of
the Mefliah, according to the prediftions of the holy
prophets. :

When John's difeiples were gone with this anfwer,
Jefus began to difcourfe of the authority and holinefs
of John’s perfon, the greatnefs of his office, and the
divinity o} his commiflion, faying, ¢ That he was
¢ greater than 3 prophet; a burning and thining light,
¢ the Elias that was to comc ;* and the confummation
or eading of the old prophets ; adding withal, that the
perverienefs of that age was moft unaccountable in the

~ entertaininent of himfelf and the Baptift ; fince ¢ John
¢ who came ncither cating nor drinking,’ that by his
aufterity and mort:fied dcportment, he might engage
the jadgment and affe¢tions of the people ; nor fe us
who cam: both ¢eating and drinking,’ that by an

affable
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affable life, framed to the compliance and common ufe
of men, ke might fweetly infinvate into the minds of
the multitade, yet neither of them could obtain belicf
amongft them ; they obje@=d againit every thing, and
nothing could pleafe them; but ¢wifdom and rigatecal-
¢ nefs 1s juftified of all her children.’

lefas then proceeds to a fevere reprehenfion of Ca-
pernaam, Chorazin,and Bethfaida, for their perticactoas
obftinacy in their fins and infidelity, in defiance of all
the ¢ mighty works which he had wreaght ameng them.’
Heowever, jefus glorified God for the ma%xifying of his
mescy, that thofe things which ¢ were hid from: the
¢ wife, mighty, and noble,’ whe were not fit fubjelts
for the fimplicity of the gofpel,;Were reveaied to babes;
and concludes this fermon with an invitatien to all
weary and difconfolate perfons, ¢ loaded wich a fenfe of
¢ thetr fin and mifery, to come to him,’ promiifing ¢cafe
¢ to their burden, and refrethment to their wearinefs,’
and to exchange their heavy preffures iuto an ¢ cafy
¢ yoke,’ and 2 ¢ light burden,’ ‘

When Jefus had cnded his fermon, ope of the phari-
fees, named Simon, invited ham to eat with him ; into
whofe houfe whea he was entered ¢ a certain woman
¢ that was a finner,” abiding there in the city, heard ot
it; her name was Mary, {he bad been married (fay the
primitive writers) to a noble perfonage, a native of the
town and caftle of Magdal, from whence fze had her
name Magdalen, though fhe herfelf was born in Bethany ;
a widow the was, and prompted by her wealth, liberty
and youth, to lcad an intemperate life, and too free in
her entertainments.  She came to_Jefus in the pharifee’s
houfe, not as the ftaring multitade, to glut her eyes
with the fight of a miraculous and glorious perfon, not
as the centurion, or the Syrophxnician, or the ruler
of the {ymagogue, for the cere of his ficknefs, -<or in
behelf of her friend or child, or fervant ; bat th=, who
1s the only example of fo coming, approached him with
remorfe and regret for her fins ; fhe came to Jefus to
Ry her burthen at his feet, and to prefent him with a

broken heart and weeping eve, with great affe(tion,
| and
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#nd a box of precious ointment (called Nard Piftic;
faautary and excellent, fhe came trembling, and feli
cown belore him, weeping for her {ins, pouring out a
food, great enough ¢ to wath the feet of the blefled
¢ iclusy, and wiping them with the hair of Ler head ;’
atter which fiie broke the box, and anointed his feet
with the ointment ; which expreiied {o great an extacy
of love, forrow, and adoration, that it was thevght by
Judas an unneceflary profufion, and was a jrefent for a
priace : an alabafter box of Nard Filtic, iwing fent as
a rarity irom Camby{cs to the king of Althicpia.

Simon cobferving this finner to exprefs fuch rcligion
and vencration to Jefus, thooght with himfeif, this1s no
propket, ¢ that did nottknow ker to be a finner,” or no
juit peritn that would fufer her to touch him ; for
though the Jews’ religiom did permit harlots of their
ewn nation to live and enjoy the Jewifh privileges, faw
‘that thieir ¢fferings were refufed ; yea the pharifces who
pretended to a greater degree of {anClity than others,
wouid not adumiit them to civil ufages, or the benefits
of ordinary fociety ; and thought religion itfelf and
ihe hencur of a prophet, was concerned in this fort of
precifeneis ; and thicsetore Simon made an objetion
witkio himfelf. But Je s knowing his thoughts as well
s words, mace an apology for het 1n the parable of the
two debtors, a greater and a lefler, concluding that they
weuld Jove their merciful creditor in proportion to his
mercy and forgivenefs, and this was the cale of Mary
“legater, to whem ¢ becanfe much was forgiven, fhe
vea ook, ani exprefled it in fuch large characters,
viat the plizritie maght obferve tie vaft difference be-
tween fis own common entertairment, compared with
ker magnificercs, penitence and charity.,

When Jefus hud dined, he was prefented with the fad
fight of a peor man poficfled with a dumb and blind
s=vil, whom his friends defired our Saviour to caft out,
whici: was done immediately, to the amazement of the
pcopie, who ran after him in fuch great numbers, that
rie pharifces much doubted, that this prophet would
warch leficn their repetation, and leave their fchoals

empty ;
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empty ; and-therefore give out that he was befide
himlf : Upon which rumour, his motker, with his
fricads and kindred came to feehim, and fownd the houfe

RNy L R TS

furrounded with the people who were full of wonder !
azd admiration, and there the virgin mother heard past -
of her gwn prophefy verified, that ¢ the generations of

¢ the carth thould call her blefied :* For a woman wor-
fhipping Jefus, cried out, ¢ Blefied is the womb that
¢ bare thee, and the paps that gave thee fuck.’ To
this Jefus replied, yet not denying her to be highly
blefled, who had recessed the Lonour of being the
mother of the Mefliah, but advancing the dignity of
{pirirual cxcellencics far above the greatet temporal
honoar in the world ; ¢ Yea, mther are they that hear
the word of God, and dait.” And therefore when it
weas told him in the houfe, That his ¢ Mother and his
brethren faid for him withost ;* he anfwered, that
thoie dcar names of mother and brethres are far more:
facred wlica there is a conjen&ion of perfons in fpirite-
al bands, in the fame faith, “the {fame hope, and in
union with the fime -myftical bead ; Nmfomng to
his difciples,. f2id, ¢ Behold my mother, my breth-
¢ ren, }:)r whofoever doth the will of my Father
¢ which is in Heaven, he is my brother and hiftcr, and
¢ mothe1,’ ’ -

And now the: pharifees upon the occafion of thefe
miracles rencwed the old quarrel, faying, * He caficth
¢ out devils by Belzebub, the prince of devils ;* whick
f:nfelefs and illizerate objeftion Chnift having confuted,
ckarged them highly with the guilt of aa unpardonable

fin, telling them, That thcir affirming thefe actious of -

his, performed by virtue. of the Spint, were doae by
the help of the devil, was a fin againtt the Holy Ghoft,
and how bold foever thev were with the Son of man,
in abyfmg his words, or injuring his perfon, they. might
:fau‘laaenunce fiad a parion ; yet to fia again? the

oly Ghoft would find no iargiveaefs, neithes kere nor
Rercafter, bat taking occafoa upon this diicourfe, he,
by an ingenions and myferious parable, gives the worll
o . gicat
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great caation of backfliding after repentince ; ¢ for
¢ it the devil returns into a houfe once fwept and
¢ garnithed, he bringeth feven {pirits more impusc than
¢ hirafelf, and the 1aft end of that man is worfe than the
¢ fisf.”

Jelus then goeth from the houfe of the pharifees
to the fea of Tyberias, and fitting in a fhip, taoght ¢he
people on fhore by parables, under which were my#eri-
ous fenfes, tending to fhew their unbelief, though not
to difperfe that thick Egyptian darknefs which sheir
{ins and aberraticns had contratted ; by the parable of the
fower fcattering his feed by the way-fide, and fome on
fiony, {cme on thorny, and fome on good ground. He inti-
mated the feveral capacities or indifpofitions of mens
hearts, the carelefinefs of fome, the frowardre(s and levity
of others, the cafinefs and fofwnefs of a third, and how
‘they were choaked voith worldly cares, with the feveral
ways whereby men mifcarry, and that buwone fort of
perfons receive the word, a2nd bring forth the fruits of
an holy lilc ; by the parable of thc ¢ Tares permitted
‘ to grow among the wheat,’ he intimated the toleration
of diffenting opinions, net deftruilive to piety, or civil
Tociety ; by the three parables of the feed growing in-
fenfible ; of the grain of muftard feed fwcllilg up toa
tree ; of a little leaven qualifying the whole lamp ; he
fignified the increafe of the gofpel, and the blefling upon
the fermons of himfelf and his apoftles,

To thofe parables which he rendered te his difciples
in theix roper fenfes, he added two more concerning
the dignity of the gofpel, comparing it to ¢ Treafure
“ hid 1n the field, and a jewel of great price,’ for the
purchafe of which every good merchant muft part with
all he hzth rather than not obtain it. He adds, That
the pyblic profeflors of chriftianity, fhould be like a
mixt multitude, lik= a net inclofing fithes good and bad.
After thofe difcourfes, he retired trom the fea fide to
his own city Nazereth, where he preached fo excellently
uponcertain words in the prophet ifaiah, thatall the people
wandered at his wifdom, inexplaining the fame, But the
men of Nazereth did not fufliciently honour their prophet,

tho
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tho their own countrymen, ftill retaining in their minds
the difadvantages oi his youth and kindred, and trads and
poverty, and the hudility of his firlt years, though now
a gloricns prephet ; Bus Jefus, in his fermon, reproved
them for their infidelity, 4t which he wondered, and
therefore did few miracles, in refpe& of what he had
done at Capcrnaum, and commended that aty before
Nazereth, whereupon the inhabitants ¢ thruft him our
¢ of the city, and led him to the brow of an hiil, on
¢« which it was builty” Jdeligning ¢ to throw him dowa
¢ headlong,” but his work was not yet finithed ; there-
fore, pafing through the ¢ midft of them, he went his
€ wa r.’ - ; )

H)c thea travelled up and down to all the towns and
caftles of Galilze, attended by his ¢ difciples, and cer-
¢ tain women out of whom he had caft enclean fpirits ;
¢ namelv Mary Magdalen, Johanna, wiie to Chuza,’
Herod's fteward, ¢whe miniftred unte him out of their
¢ own fubftance,” and became part of his holy family,
which at this time began to be full ; becaufe now the
apoftles were returned from their preaching, full of
joy, that ihe deviis were made fubjett to the ¢ words of
- ¢ their mouth,” and the eflicacy of their prayers, and
their calling upon the name of Jefus ; but their mafter
intimating to them, That thele privileges were net
folid foundations for an holy joy, but only as they ad-
vanced the glory of God, and their own falvation,
¢ whofe names are written in heaves,” which joy was
then reafonable, holy, true, and perpetusl.

Whea Hercd heard {uch wonderful things of Jefus,
his guilt made him imaginc, that ¢ John the Baptift
¢ was now rifen from the dead,’ and thefe mizlity works
were demonftrations of his powers, which was increaf-
cd by his immortality ; for a lhittle before this (as is
already meationed) Herod had fent to the caitle of
Macherus, where John was prifoner, and caufed him to
be beheaded, His head Hcrodias buriedin her own

alace, thinkiog to fecure it fromn any re-unioa with the
ody left he again fhould ditturb her unlawiul jofls, and
cifquiet Herod’s conicicace; but the body the difciples
of
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of John obtained, and cairied it with honour and fo--
row, and buried it in Sebafte, in the confines of Sama--
ria, making his grave between the bodies of Elizeus
and Abdias the prophets.

Jefus knowing of the death of the Baptiit, Herod's
jealoufy, and the eavy of the pharifecs, retred into a
defert place, together with his apoitles, for the ¢ pec-
¢ ple fo prefled upon them, that they had nct leifure to
- cat;’ yet neitbei could he be there hid, for the multi-
tade fiucked thither alfo, to * “om he preached many
things, and afterwards, becaufe there were no villages
in the neighbourheod, left they fhould faint in reternimg
tc theis houfes, he caufed them ¢ to fit down upon the
¢ orafs, and with five loaves of barley, and two fmail
¢ fam, he fatisfied five thoufand meén. befides women
¢ and children,” and caufed his difciples to gather up the
frapments, which being brought together, filled twelve
bafkets ; which miracies were fo accommodated to the
underfanding and affe@tions of the people, that they
were convinced ¢this was the Mefliah, who was to
« come into the world,” and bad a purpofe to ¢ have
« taken him by force, and made him Kirg.’

'Bus ke that left his Father’s kingdom to take upon
him the miferies and hardthips of the world; fled from.
the offers of a kingdom, and their tamultuous ele&ion,.
as frony an enemy, and fending his dii'ciplet in the fhip
befere towards Bethfaida, ke withdrew mto the moun-
zains to conceal him{elf tiil the multitude were returned
<o their habitations, and tosk that advantage of pray-
ing to his heavenly Father. But when the apoitles
were far out on the deep, a violent tempeft arofe,
which brought them into the extremity of danger, fo
that all hope of cfcaping was almoft gone. During
their inceffant labour to fave themfelves, ¢ in the fourth
« watch of the night, jefus came walking on the fea ;’
which turned rheir fears into affrightment, ¢ for they
« fuppofed it had been a fpirit,” which he {oon difperfed
by telling them who be was; which yet they defired to
Lave proved to them by a fign ; for ¢ Simon Peter faid
«unto Lim, Maufer, if 1t be thou, command me to

¢ come
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¢ eome unto thee on the waters.” ‘The Lord did fo,
and Peter, upon confidence of the power and providence
of his mafter, threw himfelf into the fez, but beginning
to fink, he cried, faying, ¢ Lord, fave me ;' Jefus
took him by the hand, reproving his want of faith, and
went with him into the thip ; where, when they had
worfhipped him, and admired the divinity of his power
and perlon, the fhip arrived at the port of Genefareth
immediately, ¢ and all that were fick, er pofieffed with
¢ uncizan fpirits, were bgought to him, and as many as
¢ touched the border of his garment were made whole.”
By this time they whom {efus had left on the other
fide of the lake, came as far as Capernaom to feek him,
wandering that he was there before_them ; upon this
occafion of their diligent inquifition, Jefus obferves to
them, that it was sot the divizity of the miracle which
" provoked their zeal, buz the fatisfztion they had in the
loaves, and thence intimates to them the excellency of
celeftizl bread, the divine nutrimeat of their fouls ;
afirming himfelf to be the ¢ Bread of life that came
¢ dowa from heaven ; that he would give his difviples -
¢ his flefh to eat, aad his blcod®o <rink, and all this
¢ thould be for the life of the world;’ to nousith to life
eternal, without which an happy cternity could not be
obtained ; upor this difcourfe, ¢ divers of his difciples’
(of whom it is faid St. Mark was one, but afterwards
recalled by Simon Peter) ¢torfook him,” being fcandal-
ifed hy their literal and camal underftanding of thefe
words of Jefus, which he intended in a fpiritual feafe ;
for the words which he fpake were not profitable in the
{enfe of the fleth and blood ; bus ¢ they are {pirit, and
¢ they are life ;* himfelf being the expounder, whobeft
knew his own meaning. :
_ When Jefus obferved this great defection of his dil-
ciples'from him, he turned to “he twelve apoftles, and
ed, if they alfo would go away ; Simon Peter
anfwered, ¢ Lord, whither fnall we go? Thou haft
¢ the words of eternal life, and <ve are fure thou art that
¢ Chritt the Son eof the living God,” Though this
pablic confeflion was made by Peter in the name and
eorfidence
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confidence of the other apoftles, Jefus told thear pro-
phetically, thac even among tweive there was ¢ one
“devil,’ meaning Judas Ifcariot, who afterwards be-
trayed him ; that they aright perecive the fad accidents
whick aftertwards happened to him, did not furprife
him, a5 being ignorant of them,. or vnprovided to un-
dergo them.  After this the fcribes and pharifees, who
cxue from }em{:}_gm and Galilee, (for Jefus would not
ffmback to jodea, becaufe the Jt‘:.ws laid wait to kill
-guasrelied with him about fome impestinent on-
necellary ceremonics, aot inflituted by God, bat by
ordinances of men ; as walling their hands when they
eat } baptizing cops and platters, and. watiing tables
- zad beds ; which rites the apofties did noc obferve, but
attended  diligeatly to- the fimplicity and hoiinefs of
their wmaftes’s doftrine ; our Savioer in retura to their
vain demands, fharply reproves them for being fo fond
of thefcand many other traditions, negleCing the di-
vine precepts, teaching mer particularly, That if they
gave to the Corban or t of the church, they
might refufe to fopply the neceflity of their parezis,
and difregarded the duties of piciy and charity ; aed
thunders out woes againit their impicties, for their
pride, their byjocrify, their impofing burdens upon
others, which themfelves help not to fuppors : For their
taking away the key of knowledge from the people,
a2ad chitru&ing the paffages to beaven, and for apprev-
ing the wickednefs of their fathers in perfecnting the
prophets ; addicg comcerning wathings, that no out-
ward impurity did ftain the foul in the fight of God,
bat all pollution isfrom the corruption of the heart, and
filthy thougbts, unchafte defires, and unholy purpofes,
and dthat love and charity are the beft punifiers in the
- worid. :
¢ Jefus then departed intv the coaft of Tyre and
¢ Sidon,’ amd ‘entered ¢ into a houfe, that he might not
be known ; the diligence of a mother’s love and for-
row, and neceflity, found him out in this retirement ;
for a ¢ woman came and befought him, that he woold
‘caft the devil out of her daughter ;* Oue S{avioué
ceme
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fcemed to rejedt her fuit, for the fake of her nation,
being a Syrophzaician, yet this did not make her im. ‘
portucity more andemable ; fhe begged but fome
crumbs which fell from the children’s table, and but
one inftance of favour from him to her daughter, which
he poured forth without meafure wpc -fons and |
daughters of Ifracl, Jefus was with her zeal and
difceetion, and pitied her danghter’s infelicity, and difc
miffed her with faying, ¢ "The devil is goac out of thy
¢ daughter.’
Qur Saviour returning to ¢ the fea of Galilee, through
¢ the midt of Decapolis, they brought to him a-man
¢ deaf and dpmb,’ whom Jefus cured by touching his
tongue, and patting his fagers into his ears,” to the
admiration of the people, who thercupon ¢ brought to
“ him multitudes of difeafed perfans, and he healed
¢ them all ;> but the people having followed him three
days without eating any d\hg:'}:&s, in pity to their
reed, refolved to feaft them once more at the charge
of a miracle ; therefore, taking feven <loaves gnd 2 few
¢ {mall 5, Le icded them,’ and atisfied foar thou-
{and men, befides women and children ; and there
remained ¢ feven batkets full of broken bread and fifh.’
From hence Jefus departed by thip to the coaft of
Dalmanutha, whither the pharifees came atking him a
fign, who rejeCling their captious demand, knowi
their diffatisfactica, reproved them, that thev dim
¢ fair or foul weather in the fky, but uot the £gns of the
¢ Son of man.” However, fince they negleQed fo great
demonttraticns, fuch gracious difcouries, holy laws and
prophefies, they muil expet no other ﬁ‘gn, but the fign
of the prophet Jonas; meuning the refurre@ion of the
body, after three days busiad : And paffing again over
the lake, as his difciples were folicitous, becaufe -tacy
had forgot to take Gread; he <avtioned them to beware
of the ¢ leaven of the pharifees and fadducees, and the
¢ Jeaven of Herod ;' meaning the bypocrify and vanities
 of the one, and the herefy of the other, for Herod’s
leaven was, the pretence that he him{caf was the Mefliah,
which the {ect of the Herodians did carretly and fpite-

ful l'\-'
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fully promote. Coming to Bethfaida, he cured a blind
man with his fpittle ; departing thence to the coafts of
Cefaria Fhillippi, out of Herod's jurifdition, as be-
léfigiag to his brother Philip, afrer he had ¢ prayed
with his difciples,” he afked them what opinion the
world had of him, ¢and whom they reperted him to be.’
They anfwered, ¢ Seme fay that thou art John the
¢ Baptift, fome that thou art Elias or Jeremias, or cne
¢ of the prophets.” The pharifees of Galilee were of
opinion, that the fouls of dead men, or departed
praphets, paflzd into enother body. But Jefus afking
the apeftles their opinion, Peter, in the nane of all the
reft, made an open and confident confeffion, ¢ ‘Thou drt
¢ Chrift, the Son of the living God.” This conieflion
Jefus comfirmed to be revealed by God ; and after the
blefling of Peter’s perfon, upon allufion to Peter’s name,
Jefus faid, * ‘That upon this rock (the article of Peter's
confeffion] he wou!d build his church, which the gates
of hell,’ perfecution, death, nor the grave, fhould never
Kcvail agaioft ; adding withal a promife to Peter, in

half -of all the reft, as he had made a confeffion for
them all, ¢ That he would give unto him the keys of
¢ the kingdom of heaven, that whatfoever he theuld
sbind on ecarth,’ fhould be bound in heaven, and
¢ whatioever he thould loofe or earth, fhould be loofed
¢ i heaven,’ a power which he never communicated be-
fcre to zny.

Ard now, from hesceforward, we often find ovr
Lord utterisg fad predictions of the barbarcus ufage ke
fhould thertly meet with, ¢ That he thould be rejected
¢ of the elders and chief priefts and fcnbes, 'and fuffer
s many things at Jerufalem, and be killed, and raifed
¢ up the third day ;* but Petes, hearing that fzd melan.
chely difcourfe, comtrary to kis hopes of {fome temporal
advantage, he baving learned the doftrine of Chriit’s
coming, bot not of his crofs, in- miftaken civility,
¢ tock Jefus afide, and began to rebuke him, faying,
¢ Fe 1t far from thee, Lord, this fhould not be wnto
¢ thee ;’ But our Lord, full of :cal againt fo foft and
Luman an acgioniticr, that favoared loxhing of Gcd,

chid
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chid Peter feverely, faying, ¢ Get thee behind me,
¢ fatan, thou art: an offevce to me.” -And
difciples to-him; affured them, That mot only himfdf,
but thty alfo mﬁ fuﬂ'ﬂ‘, and’
difciples of Jefus, minft take _ )
himfelf and bis own fonderagpemu.ahlmlus
mafter’s footfteps, marked out with blood that he fhed
for our redemption and reftitation, and that there cat
be no efcaping from the participation of Chrift’s fuffer-
ing, fince ¢ hie'that will fave his life, (hall lofe it, and
¢ he that will Sofe it; will fave it to eternity ;*-and as
thofe aze fools that will lofe their fouls to gain the world,
fe they afe ceviaihly wifedt that will give their lives for
him ; becacfe ¢ when the Son of man fhall come in his
¢ glory, and his Fatir's, and of the angels, be fhall
¢ reward every man- according to bis works.’ This
difcoutfe Jefus concluded with 2 prophefy, ¢ That fome
¢Randing in that prefence, ﬂu.lj ald not die ‘till they faw
¢ the Son cf man coming in his Jory.” :
Of the greater glories in titae o be revealed, jgfns,
after eight days, gave a bright and exocllent vrobation 3
¢ for taking with him Peter, Jaoses, and John, ke went
¢ up into the mount Tabor to pray ; and while be prayed
¢ he was transfigured before them, ‘and his face did
¢ thine like the fom, udhisgarm:n&wmwhite gni
« ghiftening ; and there appeared, talking with him,
¢ Mofes-and Elias, glorioufly fpeaking of his deceafc,
< which he fthould accomplith at Jerufalem ;’ which
glory thefe apofties, when they were awaked from lez
into :which they had fallen, did behold. After
rture of thefe heavenly vifitants, the apoftles being
full ot fear and wonder, Peter talked he knew not what,
faying, ¢ Mafter, it is good to be here, let us baild
¢ three tabernacles.’ And it is recorded, that in after
ages fome devout perfons, in memory of this m ftery,
did erc® three churches in the fame place. denly
after a clood furrounded Jefus and his difciples, and a
voice cane from the excellent glory, faying, ¢ This is
¢ my beloved Som, in whom I am well pleaied, hel:ix ye
' ' ' . ¢ .o.
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fhild be am external and earthly dominion, but thesr
mafter, to check their forwardaoefs, told them, ¢ That
¢ he that would be greater among them, fhould be their
¢ minifter ; and taketh a liela child and fetteth him in
¢ the midft,” as a pattern of humility and funplicity, fuch
innacent lowlineis of fpisit, being abfolutely ncceflacy,
it we will enter into the courts of heaven ; from whenoe
Jedus difcourfes of the care God takes of little children,
whethar natarally. or fpiritually fuch, the danger of
giviag them offence, the law and power of their angels
guardian, and of the neceiity in the event, that fcaadals
and offences fthould asife, and the great wo and mifery
of thofe perfons who were the occafion of them.

Buat if, én the traverfes of life, injuries (hould be done
us, he bids us firkk reprove th: perfon that has done ue
wrong privasely, ugod his sepentsace to forgive
him focever ; with a mercy: as unwearied and mub.ié«)
as his penitenos, For the fbrvant to whom the Lord
had forgiven ten thoufand talents, becaufe he refufed
to forgive his fellow fecvait an hundred- pence, was
delivered to she tormentors till he fhould pay that debe:
which his Lord once forgave. 3

John now came, and gave him information ef aftranger
that caft out devils in the name of Jefus ; but, becaufe
he was not of the family, he had furbidden him: ¢ Qur
¢ Saviour replies, He fhould in no wife have forbidden
¢ him,’ for there is no man whiek fhall do a miracle in
my name, that can lightlp{g‘«.k evil of me, for he that
is not againkt ws is for wa. Then Jefus proceeded in his
excellent fermon, adding holy precepts, concernin
offences, which 2 man might do to himfelf; in whi
cafe he is to be fevere, though moft gentle to others ;.
for in his own cafe he muft fhew no mercy, it being
better to cut off the offending hand or foot, or part
with an eye, rather than with gm fupport of a trongall:
fome foot, or a wandering eye, fall into a fad eternity,
where the worm dieth mot, and the fire is not quenched ;
and fo ended his excellent difcourfes at this time,

About this time was the Jews’ feaft of tabernacles,
whither Jefus went up as it were in fecret, and pafling

through
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through Samaria, he found thie inhivicants of a litde
village fo inhnginhleam refofe o give him emter-
taisment, which fo provoked the intemperate zeal of
James and John, #:at they woeld fain have called fire
from heaven to coafume them, as Elias did. Bwt our
Lord rebaked their anger, teaching them to diftinguith
. the fpirit of chriftiani*y ;- m the decretory zeal of Elias ;
for, fince the Son of man came to feek and to fave that
which was loft, it was indifcretion and rathnefs, upon
the flighteit difpleafure, .to. defiroy a man, whefe
emiptich coft the effufion of the deareft blood from
the heart of Jefus ; on the contrary, dur hiefled Saviour
does a miracle uppn the ten leprous perions, 'who came
2q him, crying out with fad cxclamationsy for help ; but
Jefos fent them to the pricft to offer for their cleanfing,
and but oxz ooly retutmed ta give thanks, iand he a
franger, who with a loed ¢ voice glovified Ged,” and
with adovation worthipped and gave thanks to

‘Our Lor! b ng finifhed his journey, was now come
to Jerufalem, /7<3: were various opiniens concerning
him, ¢ fome fayiop he wasa § =an ; others, hat he
¢ deceived the prople ;* and the pharifees fought for him
10 do him a mifck:ef ; but when they defpaired findi
him in the midft of the feaft and the people, he preac
epenly in the midft of the temple, and though they
were convinced By the variety and divinity of his mira-
cles and difcoutfes, yet to make it appareat how far
prejudice may prevail -againgt convition and demon.
firation, we find a proverb, a circumftance outweighed
multitudes of miracles and arguments ; and Chrift bemfg
of Galilee, when they knew whence he was, becaufe
of the proverb, That out of Galilee comes no prophet ;

" therefore the rulers did not believe in him, but quefdon-
- «d his power and his divinity ; yet very many believed
* an him, and no man durit to lay hands upon him to take
him, for asyet his time was not come ; therefore, when the
rifeces {ent officers to feize him, they alfa became
is difciples, being themfelves furprifed with the excel-
Tency of his doftrime, N
- ter
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feat of Jerufalem, and the nexe day returned again
iamduennpk.whexethfc:ihesadphm&_esmgh
tmaukwtat:eaagfmt.ﬁm“hqm
. give femtencty 3 4 accufc of feventy,
g: intermeddling if ke ﬁmﬁhﬂ, and of remifi-
nefs and. ity it be did acquit her. Bat our.
Sav’mur: éat s ieae for their dificulty, and
ch- nged the foe.e, by bidding ¢ him taat wies INROCEEL .
¢« amoug them thress-the frfk fone at the adekrols, aad
« thea ftooping down, u’nhmlahigooqiutomdl-
¢ draw, lie:wrete upon the ground ‘wnth lns_ﬁngcr, and
< lefc Jebus aloas, 324 the womaa in the midit, whom

the devil ; ofahis owa etcrnak geceration ; and of the
defire of Abrabam to fee his day. And confuting thezr
malicious and vain calumsies, till they, ta cosfute him,
¢ took up ftones to caft at him, but he sxat out of the
¢ ample, going through the midft of them, and fo
¢ pafied by." :
In his padage he met with 2 maa born blind, and
dochred that i blindnefs was not a panifhrent for bis
own or his pareats’ fin, which was the. otuuon of the
phavifscs, bat fent as an oceafion- to make pablic the
¢ glosy-of God ;* he, to manifcft himtclf © be the
¢« light of the world’ in all feafes proved.it by amiracle ;
for anointing his eyes with clay and fpittle, he bids
him oo wath in Siloam. which was a pacl of clear water,
{znt g; God, (faith Epiphanias} at the praver of I{aah
the prophet, a little before kis death, to fatisfy the
neoeguis of his people, opprefled with thirit anda clofe
fiege, Randing at the foot of mount Sion, 21d gave its
water at certain times and periods, always te the Jews, .
but Rot to their enemics ; aad by the overdlowiag thercof
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a pool was made ; the blind man went and wathed, ani
returned fecing, and was inceflandy vexed with the
phatifees, to tell them the manner and circumftances of
the cure, snd when the raan had averred the trath, and
mamed his phyfician, giving him a pious and chasitable
teftimony, the pharifees, becaafe they could not force

end n the midft of light thut their eves, -and doated
upon darknefs, aund therzfore did their fins remain. .,
~ Jefus then continued his fermon among the pharifees,
and difcourfing of the properties of a good thepherd,
proved them to be  thicves aad robbens,” becaufe they
Tefufed to ¢ enter in by Jefus, who is the door of the
¢ fheep ;° and unkke all other rds, ¢ would lay
* down his life for his theep® The Jews ta reqeite him
tor his divine precepts, ufed theix old argniggnt, ¢ taking
‘ up fodes again to-throw at him,” but bé efcaped out
i their hands, and went away beyond Jordan, where
- John at firft baptized ; which made the people remem-
ber, ¢ That Joha did no miracle ; but this man whom
¢ John gave teftimony to of his holinefs, did many
‘ miracles, and many believed om him there.’
Afrer this, Jefus kno ving that the harveft was great,
‘ 2nd the labouress bot very few,” feat out feventy two
of his difciples with the like commifiian, as formerly
te the twelve apoltles, that ¢ they might go before to
* the places whither bim{zif meant to come :* who upon
their retum from their joumey, rsjoiced greatly in
dpurit, giving glory to God that rcvealed his
¢ goipcl to babes, and hid em from the wife and
‘ learned.” At this time a do&isr of the Jaw came to
Jelus, Gaying, ¢ Maiter, what fhall I do ty inherit eter-
‘ nal life #* Our Saviour referred hic. to the fcriptures,
and declared the way to hcaven to be this ounly,
* to love the Lord with all our power and facukics :*
But when the Jawyer was captious, afking who vvas his
neighhour,




JESUS CHRIST. -y

wipbbour, Chrift tells him a parable of a traveller
fallén ioto the hands of thicves, and neglefeed by a
peictt and a Levite, bat relieved by a Samaritan, fince
no diftance of country er religion deftroys the relation

of neighbourhood, but every perfon with whom we

converfe in peace and charity, is that neighbour whom
we are to love as ourfelves, |
Jefus departing froma Jerufalem, came to a vi

called Bethany, where Martha making great and bufy
preparation for his eatertainment, to cxprefs her joy
and affection to his perfon, defired him to difmils

¢ from his feet,” who fat there teaftiog herfelf with his
sxceient difcoetfes, to affik her ; but though Jefus did
a0t difcommend Martha's civility, yethe preferred Mary’s
choice, religion and fan&tity.  Our Saviour now teaches
his difciples that form of prayer, called ¢ The Lord’s
¢ prayer,’ the fecond time, and that they fhould be
indefatigable and importunate .n prayer, like the widow
who forced 2n urjuft judge to do her jufiice, by her
carnefinefs and continual foliciting him : Many other
things he added in his fermon, and fcme beiag prefent
that told him of the Galileans, whofe blood Pilate
mingied with their facrifices; Jefas replied, That thefe
fad calamities were no arguments that thefe Galileans
were greater finners than others, though this jadgment
fell upon them, Thefe Galileans were a fort of people
that @oght it to be valawful to pay tribure tofiangers,
or to pay for the Roman emperore, and becruafe the
Jows did both, they refufed to communicate with them
in their facred rites and ceremouies, dut would facrifice
apart ; at which folemnity, when Pilaie the Romaa

deputy apprehended many of them; he caufed them all

to be fain, and to die upon the fame altars,
And now a certaia raler of the {ynagogue, repinin
at Jefus for having cured a woman that was crooked,

loofing her from her infirmity, wherewith the had heen

afliGed eighteen years ; our Saviour made the man
athamed, by afking him, whether he himfelf would
¢ not loofe an ox from ghe flall, and lead him to water-
¢ ing o the Sabbath day.” Aud by the farue argument

enced
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filenced the fcribes and pharliers, who wese anpry wité
him o1 caring:;effon of the dropfy en that tay, «Fée-
Jefoy, to take off the yoke of the ceremonial aw, by
abolithing the the Moiaic rites, chofe te do many of his-
miracles on the Sabbath, and free chrifanity from that
barthen, -that he might abrogate the one, and inftiture
the Loxd’s day at the fame time ; not much unlike the
Sehbatical river, which Rabbies mention, that was dry
- Aix days, but gufhed out in a ful) fireany on: the Sabbath, -
Jefus then went up and down the_cities of Galilee, ea-
foreing: he do@rine he had eanght them, and adding -
new procepts, advertifing them of the mubitudes of
thofe tiut perith, and how few Mhail be faved, and thar
they fhou'd ftrive to enter in at the firsit gate ; the way-
to deftrution being fair and plaufible, but the way vo°
heaven very dificolt, ¢ and few there be shae find it.”
He difcoutfes of the many excufes that perfons ufed,
who were invited to the feat of the ki m, and the
refrethments of dic gofpel, and tacitly infisuates the-
reieftion of the Jews, who were firft inviked, and the
call of the gentiles from the high ways and be: He -
reprehends Herod for his fubtilty and defign to killhim ;
propheffes he fhould dic at Jerefalem, and intimates the
fad defolation that fhould happen, © for negletting: this
¢ their day of vifitation, and for killing the prophets
¢ and meflengers fent from Ged.’

The Jews’ feat of dedication being at hand, Jefus
went up to Jerofalem-and presched in Solomon’s porch ;
and the end of the fermon was, That the Jews had like
to have itomed hintagain, Bat retiring from thence,
he went beyond Jordan, and by a .moft- elegant and
perfuafive perable, declzred to the people the mercy of
God in accepting penitents, by the example of the -
father who received the prodigal fon upon bisreturn from
his follies and elevations ; he difcourfes of the Mefiah
coming into the warld, to recover Living perfons from
their fin and danger, in the parables of: the loit fheep
and goat, and under.the reprefentment of the unjeft bue
prudent Jeward ; he teaches us to employ our prefent
opportunitics and eftates, by laying them out in a&ts of

' wmercy
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mercy and religion, that whea our fouls (hall be dif-
miffed from the fewardthip ead caflody of our bodd’:
we may be eatestained in everlafting habitations, He
then stters a perable of Dives, a volupruous agd un-
casrittble man, and Laxzaras a pioss, aflited, fick
beggar;dseﬁrﬂ:diedandmtmhell,tbfeoqu to
Abraha's bofora ; God £ ordered the difpeafation of
goodthia‘g t@@t.nmme.ﬁlygljoy:obam;

_ {criptare, and e imifkrics of God's appointment ; and
v:lxns;o’zvetmgh"tsthnk..Mwbc fupplied by ex-
tracedinary soears, of if he were they would be totally
incffe@taal. He then laid his bands upoa fome young
children, and gave them his blefing, charging hus
apoitics to admit of infants to him, bocanfe of them in
perfom, and to fach as they in figaificaiion, the kingdom
of heaven does appertaip.  He mftrafls young mea in
the way to happinefs, by keeping God’s cammauds, and
heroical als of charity, wiich difcourfc falling npon a
perfon not enongh ngd, nor weaned from worldly
cnjoyments, ¢ for be was very rich;’ oar Lord thea
difcourfes how hard ¢ it is for a rich man te be faved,’
but expoonds hissfelf to mean, thas they trof in riches;
however, though it is a matter of great difficulty, and
almoft impo lﬁe, 0ot to be overcome with the love of
this world, ¢ yct nothing is impoffible to God." Bat
when the apoftles heard their matter bid the young man
fell all, ¢ and give to the r, and follow him,’ and
for his reward ¢ promifed him an heavenly treafure ;°
Peter, in the narae of the reft, bezan to think that this
was their cafe, and the promife alfo might concern
" them, and afked the queRtion, ¢ What fhall we have,
¢ that have forfaken all, and follow thee, 2* Jefus an-
fwered, ¢ They :hould fit upon twelve thrones, judginf'
¢ the twelve trites of Ifracl ;* adding, That every dil-
ciple who fhould. ¢ forfake ecither boufe, or wife, or -
¢ children,
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¢ childven, e¢ sy other thiog for his fake
¢ gofpel’s, fhoukl receive 3a buadred fold is thi

4]
fe

by wav of comfort and equivalency, ¢ and in the world
¢ t0 come,” thonibeds of glorics and poiicfions =0 afl
cf;'m;um:g .at aee Ikt thall be firlt, ‘:ft:):
. be afl,’ and the defpifed pecple

world fhall reige e kings, z0d poverty fhall fwell- in
ciemal fatisfaction, for as our Seviour taoght his difci-
pics in the parable of the labourers ia the vine-yard,
the fame rewsrd {hall be viven 1o all, thoagh the simes
d&armmd:&madmcfﬂmy
Sal be all the faithfal followers of pesis,
who fhali reign with hism v cteraal ages,

While Jefus was in Geliloe, mefitagen.came to hin
frem Marcha and ber fifiez, that be weuld inlden
mro to Bethany, te relieve theirbrother Lazaves,
who was dangiroufly fick ; but he daferved his

deash. that time Jcfes was amived
Bednhy,heﬁxmddn:{amhdbendudfmrdavs,
aad now near to putrefaflion, bt when Marcha aad
Mary met him, ing with pioes tears for their dead
beother, he himfelf the pafions and pity of ha-

manity ; Jefus wopt, dililling that precious liquor into
the grave of Lazarus, watering the plant that it
mé::pxing inw 2 new life.
t;:dnr Saviour by his wotks of camfose snd infli-
tutten, firengthened the faith of the two mourare
fikers, and cormanded the flone to be. removed fmug
the grave, he made an addrefs of adoration ‘to his Ka-
ther, coefeling his readine(s always to- hear bhi=, and-
then cried oat, ¢ Larsres, come forth, and he that was
¢ dead came forth’ of his bed of darknes, with his
buaryicg clothes on him, whom, when the apoftles had
utloofed at the command of jefus, ke went to Bethany,
asd many that were prefent belicved o hiw, bat others
woadering and malicicus, went and told the pharifces
the fory of the wiracle, who, upon this advice, called
the.great coencil, wio took folemn cognizance of the
principal caufes of propimts of kings, and of the l;;)ly
Wy
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tree, that bhe might fee Jefus pathag by ; Jefus wvized
himfelf to his houfe, who reccived him with gladoels,
and repeatance of his crimes, offen fadsfation to ail
whom he had wronged, and gave the remainder of
his eflate to the poor.

. Six days before Eafter, Jelus came to Bethany, where
he wae featted by Martha and Mary, accompanied with
Lazaras, who {at at the table with him ; and mow many
came o fee Jeius, and Lazarus, who was raiicd from
th: dead, aad upon thal occafion believed on Jefus.
The next day Jefus cane t2 the toot oi the mouout of
olives, and feat his Jif-iples to Betaphage, commanding
them to unloofe an 2fs and a colt, and bring tacm, teli-
ing the owners it was for Lis maftes’s ule ; and nding
to Jerufalem, cthe peogde, upon nctice of his approach,
teok brenches of palm-trecs and frewed them in the

war,
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ny.andcrnngo-t. Hofaana, to the fon of Darid,

&éxah&&v&mtﬂmﬁmmﬁof
i great fignifying, ¢ ve

‘ws; Lord, profper ws ;" and the phanfees km&

t‘nﬂobemwmofaddmfs

alone, {axd one to amether, by way of wonder, ¢ Hear

¢ what thefe men &y,

When Jefos from the mount beheld Jorufalem, he
went over it, and forceod the miferies anll imfelicitics
which wowd o ity of which every circamftance
<ame to-pafs. For in the most of Olives; where
Jefas fhed tears over petithing fervfalem, the Romans

B s e ek s e et b
m at i ex efus
his thankfulnefs, and her mncalonsafc&xo
&! chis ¢ y> That wherever the gof] Hhonld
% tecord of this a& fhould be kept a3 2
per_K::al monument of ber piety.
dayy before the paflover, the fcribes and phari-
fees callcd a council, to contrive crafty ways for de-
ing of Jefus, the» not danng to do it by open
ur:ane. Of whichk mecting Judas lfcariot Laving
notice, raa from Rethany, and offered to betray his
maﬁ:r‘dnntothcm nftbt‘ybwonld give hu:fa conﬁdcubcl:
rew. ‘they agreed for thirty pieces of filver,’ whi
accotdmg to the Jewith account, is thought to be thirty
fackels weight of filver ;—a goodly price for the Saviour
of the world tc be prized at by his yundifcening aud
unworthy countrymen. The next day, which was the
fuft day of unleavened bread, on which it waz: neceflary
that thc, fhould kill the paffover, Jefus fent Peter and
Joha to the city, to a certain man whom they ﬂmﬁt;l:
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@:d camryiag a pitcher of water to Lis houfe, him they
fhould follow, acd there prepare the paifover ; they
went and found the man in the fame circamitances, and
for Jefus and ais family, who, at the even,
came to ¢cekebrate the pafforer: It was the houfe of
john, fimamed Mark, which had always been to
this bleflfed family, whez our Savioar was pleafed to
finith his-Ieft fupper. | | -
When the cvening was come, Jefus ftood with his
difciples and eat the pafchal famb, after which ¢he gire
¢ himfcIf with a towel, and taking a bafon wafhed the
¢ feet of his diiciples,” inftro@ting them in the dofinne
of humility, by his own example : Put Peter was uc-
willinz to be wathed by his Lord, watil he was told he
mraft reacztce his part in hicw, unlels he were wafhed ;
who thercupon cnied out, ¢ Nat ay 1ect onlv, bat my
hands and my head.” Jefus fuia, the wathing of the
feet was fufficient for the puniication of the whole max,
relating to the cuftoms of thofe countries, who ufed ¢
o to f{upper immediately from the baths, and were
i':icicm!y clean, fave only their feet, by reafon of the
du? coutrated in their paflage from the baths to the

diaiag-room ; and by it, Jefus meant that the body ot

fia was wathed away in the batks of bapti{m.

Afrer the cating of the pafchal lamb, 1t was the cuftom
of the Jews to fit down to a fecond fuppér, in whick
they eat herbs and unleavened brezd, the matter of the
family firft dipping his morfel, and then the reft ot the
houthold ; after which the father break bread inve
picces, and diftributed a part 20 ecery ons of the guefts,
and firft drinking himelf, gave to the reft the cup fill=d
with ~ine, according to the age and dignity of the
perf:n, adding to each diitribution a furm of bepediction
proper to the myftery, which was commemorative o
their deliverance ouc of Egypt. This fupper Jefus being
to celehrate, turned the ceéremcny unto a myftery, and
gave his body and blcod facramentally ; hercby inéi.

tuting the bieded facrament, which from the tine of 115 -

inftiturion, s ¢ailed ¢ The Lord’s {urper,” which rite

~Jefus
3|
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Jefus commanded the apotties to commemorate until his
{econd coming.

But Jefus being troubled ia fpirit, told his difciples,
¢ That one of them fhould betray him ;’ to configm
them in the belief of wifdom and fpirit in prophefy ;
the difciples were diftnrbed, and iooking on or= anctker,
¢ doubting of whom he fpake,” beckoned to the ¢ be-
¢ loved difciple, leaning on Jefus’s breaft, that he might
“afk ;* for they who knew their own innocency, were
defirous to fatisfy their curjofity, and be rid of their
fear. Jefus being afked, gave them a fign, and a fop
to Judas, commanding him to do ¢ what he hit fpeedily ;’
Jefus being extremely ftreightened tili be had drank the
bitter cup prepared for him. After Judas received the
fop, the devil entered into him, and he weat forth
immediately, it being now night.

_After his departure, Jefus began his farewel fermon,
difcourfing of the glorification of God in his Son, and
of thofe glories his Fatker had prepared for him; of his
fudden departure to prepare a place for them ; com-
manding them to love one another ; foretclling Peter,
who made confident protefts, ¢ That he would die with

* his mafter, yet before the cock crew twice, he thould
¢ deny him thrice ;' arming them agaioft perfecution,
and giving them his bleffing, and praying for them, and
then having fung a hymn, which was part of the great
hallelujah, begiuning at the cxiv pfalm, {when liracl
came out of Egypt, &c.) and ending at the cxvil, in.
clufive, ¢ went forth with his difciples over the brook
¢ Kedron, to the mount of Olives, to a village called
¢ Gethfemane, where there was a garden, iato which
¢ be entered to pray together with his difciples. But
< taking Peter, famcs and John with him; about a ftone’s
¢ caft from the reft, ho began to be exceeding forrowtul
¢ and fad even unto death ; faying, Tarry ye here, and
¢ watch with me, and he was withdrawn from them, and
¢ kneeled down, and fell on his face to the Sltound.
¢ faying, O my Father! if it be poflible, let this cup
¢ ﬁ:fs from me, neverthelefs, not my will, but thy will
€

done,’” this he repeated thrice in the fame wor%s :
ut




JESUS CHRIST. 87 !

but knowing the drinking of this cup was the ead -
of kis coming into the world, he diveRed hi of the
affections of ficth and bloed, and becaafe his Father
commanded, was defirous to fuffer all our pains.
Meanwhile jodas the traitor came with 3 maititude
of armed men, with fworde and flaves, from the pricfis
and the clders, to apprebend him, taking dnmm
nity of the night, becaufe they durk not feize by
déy, for fear of the people, and judas fignified ﬂl:iftu
fon of his mafer to the foldiers by a kifs, and an H
of feeming civility ; but when they came toward * =,
Jefus ﬁif,'Whom feck ye? They faid, Jefos o.
¢ Nazareth.” He faid, ¢ I am be ;’ yet there was a di-
vinity upon him, that the foldiers coming at firt with
"a rude artempt, wese twice by the gloty af his
on, till at his teet, were atlat admitted
to the feizure of his » Sut Yeter, a flout Galileas,
attémpted a bold refeue, cut off the car of one of tic
high prict’s ferrants ; but Jefos jehaked his pathon,
and commanded him to put up his fword; faying, < All
¢ that frike with the fword fhall perith with the tword,
« and touched Malchay’s car and cared him.’ ]
Whea Jefus had yi himfclf to their power, Lis
difciplcs fled, and Jobn the evangehift, who for griet
had to lay afide bis vpper garment, which they
ufed in feftivals to put on, began to make his efcape,
but being feized by the linen upon his bare body, was
forced to Jeave that behind him, that himfelf might
avoid his mafter’s r : But Peter followed afar off,
and the greatneis of John’s love made him retura te the
high pricft’s hall, afier his furprife and fright was over.
Jefus was firft lcd to Annas, who was the prince of the
Sanhedrim, 2nd had cognizance cf the prophets and
public doctrines, who afking Jefus of his difciples and
of his do&rines, anfwered, that he fpake openly to the
world, and therefore referred him to the teftimony of
all the pecple ; for which true anfwer, a fervant ftanding
by ftruck him in the face; and Jefus meekly afked him,
¢ What evil hc had done.” But Annas withcut the
{eventy
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fevens; judges could do nothing, and therelore foge
him to Caiaphas, who was high prieft that year,

Peter coming thither, denied three tines chat be was
a Galilean, aud of lefus’s family, till our Saviou:
Jooking back, reminded him of his prediction, and the
fulnefs of the crime, an! the cock ercw ; ¢ Peter went
‘ out and wept bittesly,” that e might cicanl his foul
from the fou! ftains he had contraited by Lis fhameful
perjury, and denying his Lozd ; and it is reported, shat
cver after, when Le beard the cock crow, he wept at
the remembrance of his own unworthiner:,,

In the morning the council allembled, and fought
falfe witnefaagainit Jefus, but found none to the purpofe ;
they railed boldly, but could find nothing ; they ac-
cufed vehemently, but the greateft article thac their
malice could pretend to, was, That he would deftroy
the temple, and build it up z_ain in three days; but
the witnefles d*” 'qreci:‘g made void each others tefti-
mony, and ther . z; Jefus apfwered neitber to this, nor
any other of theis allegations, till at length ¢ Caiaghe:
¢ adjures him by the living God, to fay whether he was
¢ Chrift, orno :* Jefus knew his defign was to take away
his life by this inquiry, and net of piety or curiofity,
yet beczufe Lis ¢ hous was naw come,’ openly affirmed
that he was ¢ Chuift, the Son of God;” which whea
Calzphas hea 2, Le enied cuty bialpliemy, rent his gar-
ments, ond csind prefendy for fentence to be pronouacad
agaiagt him, and s it was agreed, they all condemned
Lim as guilty of leath, and as far as they had power,
inf‘.féic\%it; Yor < they beat him with their fifts, and
* fmote him with the palms of their hands, fpit upon
* higy aad abifed bun)

Wher Jadas heard they had pafled final fentence upon.
viie, it renenved him of his wickednefs, and he brought
bucn the reward of Lis treafon ; and threw it among
Jem, faving, ¢ 1 have betrayed innocent blood ;' and
dhe priells, upen confultazion, bought with the money
a field to bury ftrangers in; and Judas went and hanged
himfelf ; it is reporied by the ancicnts, that Judas tell
from the fiz-tres on which he was hanged, before he

was
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was quite dead, and at length fo fwelled, that he buift,
and his bowels guthed out. The high priefts haviag
afligned over Jefus to the fecular power, carried him to
Pilate to be put to death, by his fenrence, or military
authority ; Pilate, willing to deciine tae bufinefs, bid
them ¢ judge him accordiny to their owa law ;’ they
rephed, ¢ it was not lawful for them to put 2ay man to
¢ death,’ mcaning during the feven days of anleavened
brékd, which then happened ; as appears by the inftance
of Herod who detained ¢ Peter m prifun, dntending
¢ after Eafter to bting him out to the people,” others
think, that all the right of inflilting capital! panithraents,
was tzken from the jews by the Romans ; and Jofephas
writes, ‘That when Ananias the high prieR had, by a
council of that nation, condemned St. James; the
brother.of our Lord, and pat him to death, without the
confent of the Roman pre2dent, he was deprived of his
priet-homd : But their malice being reitlefs, uill the
fentence thev had pafled againit our Saviour was put in

execution, and rhey knowing that Pilate was a zcalous |

promoter of the Roman greatnefs, and an hater of the
& of the Galileans, the high prieft accufed Jefus that
he was of that fet, and that he ¢ denied paying tributs
 to Cefur, and called himfelt a king.” Pilare having
queftioned him about it, ke an{wered, ¢ That his king-
¢ dom was not of this world.” Pilate thinking that he
had nothing to do with the other kingdom, gave tefti-
mony that he ¢ found nothing worthy of death in jefus.’
But hearing that he was a Galilean, and of Herod's
jarifdi®ion, he fent him to Herod, who was at [erufa.
lem, at the feaft. Herod was glad, becauie hLe had
heard much of him, and defired to fee him, ¢ hopiag
¢ to fee fome miracle done by him,’ of whom & heard
fo many ; but the event was, That Jefus did no miracle,
and Herod's ¢ foldiers fet him at nought and mocked
¢ him ; and that day Herod. was reconciled to Pilate.’
And Jefus was fent back clothed in a white and {plendid
garment, which though poffibly they interded in de-

rioA
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fion, yet was a token of ineocence, condemned per-
1963 being ufually arrayed in black. -

Bat Pilate offered that according to the cafiom of the
mation, Jefus fhould be releafed for the honour of the
prefent feftival ;- yet the fpirit and malice was more
prevalent, and the multitode required that Barrabas, a
:hnrdcrer, a h?:f, Pzéeditions perfon, fhculd be ex-

nged for him ; Pilatc being willing:to acquit }clus
frompunithment, and him{clf of guilt, offered to fcourge
him, and lot him go, hoping that a lefler draughc of
blood might fiop their vage ; but thefe milgreants
cried out, ¢ Crocify him,’ and told ham plainly, ¢ Thae
¢if he let this man go he was no friend to Cefar.’
Pilate then called for water, and waflred his hands, to
fhew his own unwillmgneis, and fix this guilt on them,
who took it upon them as greedily, as they fucked his
blood ;. they cried out, ¢ His bload be upon us ard our
s children.” As Pilatc was going to-pafs fentence, his
wife being troubied in her dream, {ent with the earnett-
ncfy and paflion of 2 woman, ¢ That he fhould have
¢ pothing to do with ihat jaft perfon. Bat he was
engaged, Czfar and Jefus, God and the king did feem
t0 have different intzrefls ; and though he was fatisfied
it was onlv calumacy and malice ; yet againft the divine
laws, and the Roman sifo, he condemned an innocent
perfon, and adjudged him to a death which was  only
due to murderess and public thieves ; upon preterce of
blafphemy, of which he ftood accufed, but not convict-
ed, and for which, . by the Jens’ law, he fhould have
been ftoned to death. -

And now was the holy Liamb to bleed ; firil, theretore,
Filate’s foldiers arrey Lim in royal robes, put a reed
in his hand for a feeptre, phited a crown of - thorns o
his head ; they bow the knee,. and mock him, and
inlcad of tribute pay him with blows and fpittings upon
his holy head, and aftes the moft horrid abufes, they
bind him to a pillar and fceurge him with whips, a

unithment inflited only on flaves ; after which Barrabas
tcing ¢ fet free, Pilate delivered Jefus to be crucified,’
the foldicrs therefore having mads a crofs, fad and
heavvy,
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heavy, laid it upon Jefus's fhoulders, who, like Ifase,
bore the wood with which himfelf was facrificed, and
drove him out to crucifixton, who was fcarce ahble to
ftand under that load, and when he fainted, they com-
pel Simon a Cyreniar to him. A great and mixt
maltitude followed Jefus to Golgotha, the charnel houfe

!

of the city, and the place of exccution : Bat the women

wept with bitter acclamations, and their fadnefs was/
iincreafed by the fad prediftions *Jefus then uttcred of
their future calamities, ¢ and that the time fhould come

¢ that men fhall fay, Blefied are the barren that never

¢ bare, and the paps that never gave fuck.’

When Jefus was come to Golgotha, a place in the
mount of Calvary, where, according to tradition, Adam
was buried, and where Abrabam made an al:ar for the
facrifice of his fon, the foldiers having ftripped him,
nailed. him to the crofs with four nails, between two
thieves ; in the midft of all his torments,. Jefus made-
only one prayer of forrow, to reprefent hs fad condi-

tion, as if God had forfaken him, bat not a {vilable of -

anger againft his enemies ; inftead of thag, he fent up o
holy, charitable, effe(tive prayer for their forgivenefs, by
which 1t is recorded, he obtained of God, that within fit-
ty five days eight thoufand of his enemies were converted ;
three long hours the holy Jefus hung, clothed with pain,
agony, and dithogour ; his holy virgin mother ftood by
his crofs, upon whom old Simeon’s prophe{y was fulfill,
ed, for now the felt 2 ¢ {word paffing through her very
¢ foul :* But her hope and expeQation of the refurre@ion
drew a veil before her forrow, and her love fwallowed
up her grief ; efpecially confidering, that though her
Sor hal no temporal eftate to beftow, yet with his
dying breath he made provifion for her, by configning
her over to the care of John, the beloved difciple, by
making him to. be her adopted fon, and her tc bs his
mother, ¢ and from that time forward Joan. took her
¢-home to his own houfe.!

Pilate prepared the following infcription to be put
over the head of Jefus, written in. Hcbrew, Greek aand
latin, JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING Ol;FlVé,iE

WS ;
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JEWS ; which the pharifces would have altered, and
that he faid he was kiag of the Jews ; but Pilate out of
fear, or to defptght their nation, or in honour of Jefus,
whom be knew to be a juft perfon, as being overruled
by divine Providence, re to alter it. 'While Jefus
was praying and dying for his enemies, the rulers of the
Jews mocked him, upbraiding him with the good works
he did, sod the inftances of bis power, faying, ¢ He
¢ faved others, himfelf he camnot fave.” Othkers faid,
¢ Let him come down from the crofs, if he be the King
« of the Jews, and we will befieve 1z him ;* and of the
two malefa@ors that were cruciied with him, onve
reviled him, faving, ¢ Ifthou be Chnft, fave thyfe!f
«and us.” Bat the other thicf, whom the prefent pains
_ and citcomftances of Jefus’s paffion had foftened and
made belicving, zeproved his fellow for not fearing
God, confefling that they fuffered defervedly, bat Jefus
lawlefsly, and then prayed to Jefus, ¢ Lo, remember
s me when thou comeft into thy kingdom.” Which
miraculoas converfion Jefus entertained with a {peedy
promife of a very great felicity, promifing that cn that
very day he fheuld be with tim in paradife.

While thefe things were doing the whole frame of
nature feemed to be diffelved and out of crder, becaufe
the Lord and Crcator fuffered ; for the fun was fo
darkened, that the ftars appeared, and the eclipfe was
prodigious; the moon not being then in cenjunétion,
but full, as was noted by Plegon, the freed man of the

. Roman emperor Adrian, by Lucian, and Dionyfius,
wiile he was yet a heathen, all cxceHent fcholars, great
hiftorians and philofophers, who alfo noted the day of
the week, and hour of the day, agreeing in ali circum.
ftances, for the fun had hid from beholding fuch a
prodiay of wickedunels and {adnefs, and provided a veii
for the nakednefs of Jefus, that the women might be
prefent, ana himfelf die with modefty.

'The eciipfe and the paffion beaan at the fixth hour,
and continued to the minth ; about which time fefus.

_being tormented with the infufferable icad of lus

© Father's wrath, du: for our fins, and wearied with paine
anld

- -
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ad heavinefs, cried out, ¢ My God, my God, wty
¢ haft thou forfaken me !’ And, asit is thought, repeated
the whole xxii pfalm ; which is an admirable narrazive-
of the paffion, fall of prayer and complaints at firik, and
a defcription of his pams, and thankfgiving joy, ard

rophefy at the lad; but thefe firk words, it 15 recorded,
te fpake in a2 langaage of itlelf, or cife by reafon of
difance, was not underftood ; ¢ for they thought he
< called for Klias to take him from the crofs.”

Then Jefus, beiag in an agony, faid, * I thirlt, aad
¢ one ran aad filled a fpenge with vinegar, wrapping it
with hyfop, and put it on z reed, that hé might dnnk.’
The vinegar aad f{pusge were in executions of cox-
cemaed, fet to flop the- too violent iffues of blood, and
prolong the de=th, bat were offered to. him in fcom,
« mingled with gall,’ to make the mixture more horrid
znd naufeous ; bat Jeius tafted it only; and refufed the
dravght. And now knowing that the prophefies were
fulﬁﬁ&i, a:ld his tﬂrm:‘?. o] ,“ hﬁ {ﬁ‘i’ it is
¢ finith=d, aad crying .with a losd voice, Fatber, iato
¢ thy Lands I commend my fpirit, he bowed his head,
¢ and yiclded up his fpirit into the hands of God, and
¢ died, hailening to his Father’s glotiosy, to thine in the
¢ other world.’ L |

Then thc veil of she templey” which feparated the
fecret Mofaic ceremonies from the eyes of the people,.

¢ reai in the mid® from top to bottam ;> and the angels,

prefidents of the tempie, called to each other to depart
from their feats ; and fo great an earthquake happened,
that the ¢ rocks did rend, the mountains trembled, the
¢ graves opened, and the bodies of dead perfons arofe,
¢ walking from their burying places to the holy city,
¢ and appeared wnto many,” and fo great apprehenfions
and amazement happened to all them that ftood by,
that they departed {miting their breifts with firrow and
fear, and th= ceaturisn that attended at the execution,.

‘ald,_ ¢ Certainly, thig was the Son of God.’

Tt
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Tnz HYMN.

X X/ HE car g3-lx: v and belplyi flo.c,

v Nene conld reliewe behid: ;
Then at :b° appoicten timey su~ Lor..
Nor ibe ungediy died.

Fhs c'er vedeem’d @ jafl max's life;
BZ laying down bis owan ?

Perbaps there may fueh gewercas lyve,
To a gosd man be foavm,

Bat 1de tranfeendent love of Gody
All oumas does excel ;
Aus fornes ma? giorioms 1 sur cyez,

Beyond of} parallel. -

For avk:n sbuoxeons to bis wrath,
We wretched funers focd ;

Then bis varn Sex came fo atone
Ox> guil: wnith bis own bleed.

Maucl mor: thas whea that precions blead,
Has clear'd onr guilty [core,

Shall ave b: from the wwrath to com:
Refea’d forevermore.

For {f the death of Chriff 12 far
God’s cyrath cexld pccify,
A to procure bis very fucs,

4 league of awmiiy.

Much more pall awe when thro’ bis death,

God’s favonr <ve regain,
Throngh bis exalted glorisus life,
‘Eteraal blifs obsasn,

Nay more, awe in our God rejoic:,
Through Fefus Chrift onr Lord,

By vbafe atonement we are acw
Ta bis free live reflor'd,

But
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But beczufe the next day was the Jews’ Sabbath, and
a feftival of the pafchal lamb befides, the Jews haftened
that the body fhould be taken from the crofs, and
therefore fent Pilate to haften their death, by <breaking
¢ their legs,” that before the fun fet, ¢ they might be
¢ taken away,’ according to the commandmeat, and be
buried. Tae foldiers therefore came, and break the
¢ legs of the two thicves, bat efpying and wcadering
¢ that Jefus was alveady dead, tkey break not his legs ;
¢ for the {criptare foretold, That a bone of him thould
¢ not be broken, but a foldier, with his lance, pierced
¢ his fide, and immediately there fltrecamed out two
¢ rivulets of water and blood.’

Some of the primitive fathers give an account, that
the holy virgin mother, whofe foul, {dunng the whale
paflion, was pierced with a fwpsd, and fharper arrows,
though fhe was fupported by the comforts of faith, and
thofe holy predittions of his refurreCtion; and future
glorics, which Mary had laid wp in her heart, againft
this great day of trial) now that fhe faw her blefied fon
kad fuffered all that our neceflities and their malice
could require or inflit, caufed fome of his followers
with whom fhe joined, to take her dead fon from the
crofs, which fhe kiffed and embraced with all the en-
dearments that could be expreiled by a forrowful mother,
weeping for her dead fon, Yet the was bighly fatished
by confidering that now that great myftery, determin=d
by divine predeftination, before the beginning of all
ages was fulfilled in her fon, and the paﬂqxon that was fo
abfclutely neceflary, was mow accomplifhed. She
therefore firft bathes his body with her warm tears, and
delivering a winding napkin to Jofeph of Arimathea,

gave him in charge to enwrap the bedy, 2ad embalm

and do it all funeral :ites, o compofe it decently to the

grave, having firlt exhorted him to make a pubiic con-

feflion of his faith, as to the divinity of our holy Re-

deemer, which he had only hitherto made profeflion of

in private, Jofeph obeyed the counfel of fo excellent

a perfon, and ventured upon the difpleafure ;f gl‘xhe
| ewi
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Jewith rulers, and went confidently to Pilute, wixi
begged the body of jefus,
¢ Jofeph therefore takes the body, bindshishead with
¢ the napkin,” wafhes the bedy, aacints it with ointmert,
and a compofition of myrrh and aloes, € and lays it in 3
¢ tomb which he for kimizlf had hewn out of 2 rock
all thefe circamftsnces being ufed by the Jews in their
fonerals 3 but it was not lawfui to ir:er 5 condemned
perfon in their common burying places.  When the fun
ra: fet, the chief priefts pfari{ces went o Pilate,
telling him that Jefus, while he was living, forctokl
his own reforre®ion on the third day ; and lft his
difciples fhould come and fteal the bedy, awd fay he
was rifen from the dead, defired that the fepulchre
might be fecured, againft the danger of amy fuch im-
poftor ; Piiste gave them leave to do their pleafure ;
they therefore fealed the grave, rolled a great flome as
the mouth of ir, and as ancient tradition fays, bound s
about with lebels of iron, and fee a warch of fuldier,
as if they intended to make it furer than thie decrees of
fate or the never-fauing Yaws of nature.
¢ Whea it was yet exrly in the morning, open the
"« firft day of the weeks Mary Magdalen and Mary the
¢« mother of Jefus and Salome, brought fweet fpices to
s the fepulchre,’ that they might again einbalm the holy
body ; for the rites of embalming among the Hebrews
afed to laft forty days, their love being not fzrisfied
with what Jofeph bad done. They therefore haflered
to the grave, and after the expenfe they bad teen ar,
began to confider ¢ whko ihouid remove tie flone ; but
¢ they ftill go on, their lcve carrying them through all
¢ dificalties.” Put whet they came 1o the fepuichre.
they found the guard, frem whom they might exye&®
oppofition, affrighted and removed, ¢and the ftone
¢ rolied away,” for juft befcre there had been a great
earttquake, ¢ and an angel deflcending from heaven,
¢ rolled away the &one, aud {at upon ic,” and the guarde
abcut the tomb being aflenifhed with fear were ke
dezd men, and fome of them ran to the high rrieftz,
and told them what had bagperd ; but they refelving
nOWw
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niow 12 add to their iziguity by a new crime; hired the
foldiers to tell an increditle asd weak fable, ¢ that his
* difciples came by night and ftole him away ;* though
the wit of maa could not have invented more ftreag
fecority than they ufed, <o prevent any fuch deiigm
that themfclves had madc. .
The women eatered iato the fepalchre, and mifkog
the body of Jefus, Mary Magdaler went to the eleven
2pottles, complaining that the body of cur Lord was
not to be feund. Then Peter and John raa as falt as
they could 1o fee ; for the unexpeledacis of the rela-
tion made them to doubt of the truth, their faith of
his refurre®ion not being yet fixed i them, and the
fparks thereof not raifed into a flame. They looked
into the fepulchre, and not fiadiog the body thers, .
they returned ; by this ime Mary Magdalen and the
women, who ftand weeping for their Lord’s body, faw
two angels fitting in ¢ whits, the onz at the head and
‘ the other at the fest,” at which uacxpe&ed fight, they
¢ trembled, and bowed themfelves ;' bat the angel bid
them not fear ; telling them that ¢ Jefus of Nazaredh,
¢ whe was crucified, was alfo rifen, and was not there ;°
and made them call to mina what jefus hal told them
in Galilee concerning hir cruaiiizion and refurre&ion
the third day, ¢ and M~ry torned berfelf back and faw
¢ Jefus, but fuppofing him tc be the gardaer, fhe fard
fto him, Sir, if ycu have borac him hence, tell n::
* where thou hait la:d him, aad I will take kiz away :
¢ but Jefus fard uanto ber, Mary.” Then fhe kuew his
voice, and with ecttacies of joy and wonder, was ready
to have :zilen at his feet and embraced them ; but he
commaaded lier mot to touch kim; but gou to his
brethren, ¢ and fay, I 2icend t¢ my Father and your |
¢ Father, my God aad your God.” Mary dsparted
full of joy and iatisfaltion, and told thefe things to the
apoftles, but her reiation fesmed alogether fantaftic
and 1maginury. About the fame time alfo Jelfus ap.
pearcd 1y Siiwon Peter ; and towarls evening to twe
of his difciples guing difconfolaic ta Emmaus, and 4°(-
‘ . coth fing"
1
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courfing of the lste occurrences ; Jefus put himfelf in
their company, and upbraids their incredality, and ex-
pounds the fcriﬁcnrcs, toat Chrift ought to fuffer and
rife again the third day, and in breaking of bread dif
appeared, and fo was known io them by vanithing
away, whom when prefent they knew rot ; and in-
ftantly they haftcned to Jerufalem, and told the difciples
what bad happened.

While they were there, ¢ the fame day at evening,
¢ when the difciples were affembled all but Thomas,
< fecretly for fear of the Jews, the doors being fhat,
¢ Jefus came and ftood in the midft of them, and they
“were exceedingly troubled, {uppofing it had been a
¢ fpirit.” But Jefus confuted them by applying to their
fenfes, and letung them ¢ feel his fleth and bones
¢ which fpirizs have not;’ at which fight ti.cy rejoiced
with exceeding joy, and began to be reftored to their
languithing hopes of fome futore felicity ; by the re-
turn of their Lord to life ; and there be firft breathed
on them, giviog them the Holy Ghoft, and perfcrming
the promile twice made beforc his death, faying,
* Whofoever fins ye remit they thall be remitted to them,
¢and whofcever fing ye retain, they are retained.’
Thefe things Thomas was acquainied with, and refolved
not to belicve unlefs he might put his finger into the
holes in his hands, and his %and into his fide ; which
Jefus eight days after, at another appearance to his
apoftles, made demonttration of to Lim, but with a
mild reproof to his unbelief, promifing a fpecial blefiing
to ail fucceeding ages of the church, ¢for they are fuch
< 23 faw not, bat yet believed.’

But Jefus at his early appearing, tad fent ia order by
the women, that the difciples fhould go into Galilee,
and they did fo after a few days; and Simon Peter
being there, went a fithing, and fix others of the
apoftles with him, o go to the fea of Tiberiai, where
they ¢laboured all night, aud caught nozhing, Tewards
¢ morning Jefus appeared to them, and bid them caft
¢ the net on the right fide of the fhip,” which they did,
and igclofed one hundred and fifty great fithes ; l:');

whic
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which prodigious draught John the beloved diiciplc,
perceived it was the Lord. At which iftant Peter

GO e B N B\ P e S -

threw himfelf into the fea, and went to J=fus, and :

when the reft were come athore, they all dined on
broiled fith.
After dinner Jefus taking care of thofe fcattered

j

i
‘
!

theep, which were difperfed over the face of the earth, -

¢ that he might gather them into one fheepfold, under
¢ one fhepherd, afked Peter, Simon fon of Jonas lcvcft
* thoa 'me more than thefe ? Peter anfwered, yea lord,
* thou knoweft all things ; thou knoweit that 1 love
¢ thee, Then Jefus faid unto hii, fecd my fhecp.’
Arnd Jefus afked him the fame queftion, and gave him
the fame precept the fecond and thind time; and afwer
intrufting the charge to him, Jefus told kiw, that thz
reward lie fhould have ia this world thould be a fharp
-and honourable martyrdom ; hLe likewifc checks Peter’s
curiofity in enquiring what fhould become of the ba-
ioved difciple, and anfwered his queflicn witi: foine
fharpnefs of icprehenfior, and no fatisfattion; ¢ If 1
¢ will that be tarry till I come what is that fo Taze &’
Which rmade them fuppofe he tho 1d not die, but they
were miftzken ; for though John lived till after the
deltruftion of Jerufalem, notwithtanding the attempts
of his perfecutors, and the miracuicus efcapz frum
ptepared torments, yet he died a natur:i dea:h, when
he was about ninety years of age.

After this, Jefus having appointed a fole:nn meeting
for all the brethren that could be colleéted from the dif-
perfion, and named a certain mountain in Galilee,
appearcd to five hundred brethren at once, wnd this was
his molt public and folemn manifeflation, and wlile
foine doubted, Jefus came according tu the defigaziion,
and fpake to the cleven difciples, fending them to
¢ preach to all the wotld, repentacce and scinifion of
¢ fins in Lis name, promifing to be with them 10 the
¢end of the world.” Laf2 of all, when the apeftles
were at dinner, he appeared unto them, upbraiding
their unbelicf, and then opened their underftandings,
that they misha difcera > forfe orf ferintire, and

Autle
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agair commanded then to ¢ preach the gofpel to all the
¢ wurld, giviag them power to do miracles, to caft out
¢ dev.is to cure difeafes, and inftituted the facrament
¢ of Laptifm, which he commanded {together with the
¢ good tidings of thve gofpel) fhould be-zdminifired to
¢all nations, in the name of the Father, and of the
¢ Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.> ‘Then he led them
unte Judea, and they came to Bethany, and from
thence to ihe mount Ulivet, and he commanded them
in fay in Jerufalew, till the Holy Ghoft, ¢ the promife
*of the Father, ‘hould def«m{ ‘upon them,” -which
fheald be accomglithed in a few days, and then they
faould know the times and the {feafons, all things
‘neceffary for their miniftration and fervice, and” propa-
gation of the gofpel ; and while he ¢ difcourfes many
¢ things concerning the kingdom, behold a cloud came
¢ and parted Jefus from them,” aad carried him in their
fight up to heaven, whete he fits at the night hand of
God, blefled forever. {;&m hea : :
“While the apoiies ¢ xmng up to heaven,’ two
angels appeared to them, am them, ¢ That Jefus
* thould come in like manner as he was takea away,’
with glory and majefty in the clouds, and with the
miniftry of angels. Ames. Come Lord Jefus, come
- quickly, ‘
Tu:xr PRAYZER,
HOLY zand cternal Jefus, who haft overcome
' death, and triomphed over 2!l the powers of hell,
darknefs, fin and the grave ; manifefling the truth of
thy promifes, the power of thy divinity, the majety
o tgy perfon, the rewards of thy glory, and the
mercics and excellent defigns of the evangelical king,
dom, by thy glorions and powerful refurre®ion ; pre-
ferve our fouls from cternal desth, and make us to rife
from the death of fin, and to Jive the life of grace,
loving thy perfetions, adoripg thy mercy, purfuing the
intereft of thy kingdom, being united to the church,
undes thee ous head, conforming to thy holy laws,
; cftabiifhed
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eftablithed in faith, entertained and confirmed with a
wodeft, humble, and certain hope, and fanttified by
charity ; that cagraving thee in our heasts, fubmittiag
to thee in our {pirits, and imitating thee inthy glorious

exampie, we may be partakers of thy re{urrettion,

4
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which is our hope and our defire, the fupport of eur !
faith, tbe obje@® of our joy, and the frength of our -
confidence : 1n thee, holy Jefus, do we truft ; we con~

tefs thy faith ; we believe all that thou haft taught ; we

defize to perform all thy injunétions ; cur fouls are in

thy hand, do thou fupport and guide them, and pity
our infirmities, and when thon thalt appear at the great
day, fhew to us the efre@s of thy advocatefhip, inter-
. ceffion and redempuon. Theu fhalt anfwer for wus,
O Lord, for in thee have we trafted, Ist us never be
confounded. ‘Thou art juft, theu art merciful ; thea
art gracious and compaflionaic, thou haft done miracles
and prodigies 1o us, aad all the world : Let not thofe
great altions and {ufferings be ineffeQual, but make us
capable and receptise of all thy mercies, and then we
are certain to receive them ; we are thine, O fave us;
thou art ours, Oh holy Jefus! O dwell with us torever,
and let us dwell with thee, adoring and praifing the
cternal glories of God the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft.  Amen.
Our Faiber, &c,

——— e e
THE END OF THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST".
— e T
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AFTER the difciples had been fpectators of our biefl-
ed Redeemer’s afcenfion into heaven, they returned
to Jerufalem, and continued there in prayers and fuppli-
cations in their diftrefled comditiom, the whoie city
being fet againft thefe poor innocent people ; they have
neither lands nor revenues to maiantain them, nor friends.
at court to fupport them againit their enemies, to whoma
the name of Jefus was hateful, and his followers
reckoned to be adverfaries to the government ;- and
though, in this forlorn fate, they comforted themfelves
with the precious promifes their dear Mafter left them
at his departure, yet their prefent cordition feemed
very deplorable to human appearance ; but after- they
had continyed thus difconfolate about ten déys, ouf
blefled Lord performed his promife, by fending the
Holy Ghoft, the comforter, by whom they received
fertitude and courage to go forth into the world, and
by having the gift of tongues, and fpeaking to the
underftanding of people of all nations and languages,
they were capable of inftrulting them in the higheft
myfteries of chriftianity, and to convirce and confound
their mo? fubtle oppofers ; by thefe divine aids they
preached with fuch efficacy, shat St. Peter converted
three thoufand fouls in one day, by one fermcn, and
in a few years the chriftian doétrine was fo difperfed
over the world, that the Roman emperors were appre-

henfive of their numbers ; moR countrics umder the
GUPH’G
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empire being filled with multitudes of them ; and .iv
procefs of time, though they fufferéd the greateft
torments from their enemies, yet their faith triumphed
over the tortares, whips, -and fwords of the mighty
iyrauts of the earth, when there was no temptation of
profit, pleafare or advantage ; but on the contrary,
?lns mifery, and the moft cruel deaths attended the
ame,

_After the death of Judas the traitor, who firft hanged
himéelf, and falling headlong from the ¢ gibbet, he
? burk afunder in the mid&, and all his bowels gufhed
‘out.” It is fuppofed that tie apuftles went into %::vcral
countries to publifh the ¢ glad tidings of falvation ;' of
whofe preachirng and martyzdom, 1 fhall give a brief
account, and begin with St. Matthew.
‘ : J. Tarrox,

Rty e ————
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Jbe LIFE awd martyrdom, of STMATTHEW
the Apofile and Evanmgelifly avho avas fiain awniih a
balbert in Etliopia, .

His feftival is by the Weftern Church celebrated
September 21.

QT. MATTHEW, alfo called Levi, a city belonging
to the tribe of Zebulon, where our Saviour was
brought up, was the fon of Alpheus and Mary, fifter
or kin{fwomar to the bleffed virgin. His way of life
was that of a publican, cr toll gatherer, an office
fcandalous arnong the Jews, though a place of credit,
power, and reputation among the Romans, and con-
ferred opon knights and perfens of quality, bus were
covetous and great oppreflors; of which doubtlefs
Zachéus, who was one of them, was fenfible, when after
his converfion he offered four fold in way of reflitution,
to thofe from whom hc had taken any thing Ly fraud
and cvil praftices ; and upoi this account the publicans
became infamous among the gentiles alfo, ’lehe Jews
detefted them, hecaufe their tribute way not only a
grxes-;a.aee
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ievance to their purfcs, bot an invafion of the
ﬁnrtiu of their nation, thc{obcing declared immediate-
ly by God himfelf, a free born people, and therefore
reckoned this as a ftanding inftance of their flavery ; fo
that thefe officers were abhorred by them to that degree,
that i was anlawful to thew them any common kind-
nefs.

Of this employment was St. Matthew, who is thought
to have gathered the cuftoms of fuch goods as came
fex from Galilee, and the pay of paffengers that went
by water ; they kept their cuftom houfe by the fea fide,
to be near at hand, and here it was that St. Matthew
had his office, or réceipt of cuftom ; when our Saviour
Raving cured a man grievoufly tortured with a palfy,
retired out to Capernaum, to the fea fide, where be
taught the pc_&jle that followed him in grzat numbers,

efpying Matthew fitting ip his office, called him to
come and follow him ; the % was rich having a gain-
ful trade, yet he left all hic interefs and relations te
become our Lord’s difciple. |

After he was eleed into the apoftlefhip, he continued
with the reft, till our Lozd’s afcenfion, and then for the
firt eight years, it is recorded, he preached up 3and
down Judea, after which being to betake himfelf to
the converfion nf the gentile world, the converted
Jews intreated him to commit to writing, the hiftory
of our Lord’s life and altions, to leave it as a flanding'
yecord of what he had preached to them ; accordingly
he compofed his gofpel.  'We have little account of the
fufferings and troubles he vnderwent for the advance-
ment of the chriftian faith. Some write that he went
iuto Phrthia, and having fuccefifully planted the gofpet
in thofe parts, he travelled thence into Zthiopia,
where by bis preachinf and miracles, he mightily
triamphed over error and idolatry,

As to the manner of his death, it is related by fome
that he went into the country of the Canibals, or
maneaters, where Chrift appeared to him in the form
of a beautiful youth, and gave him a wand, which he
pitched in the grownd, it immediately grew up into a

| tree §
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tiee ; that he alfo miraculoufly converted the prince of
the country, and after all, died in peace, and was moft
fumptuouily buried : But others of the ancients, with.
as much probability affirm, that he {ufferec martyrdom ;

or was {lain with a fwerd at a city in ZEthiopia.

He was a great inftance how much power religion
has 10 alter the temper of a man, who being a firanger
to Chrift, and in very advantageous worldly circum-
fances, yet no fooner did our blefled Redeemer call him,
but without the leaft fcruple oz diffatisfattion, he not
ably remounced his gainful incomes, but hazarded the
difpleafure of his mafters, the Romans, in whofe fervice
he was employed, to leave his accompts entangled and
confufed behind him. = ‘

~ This le having written his gofpel, as we have
faid, at the intreaty of the Jewith converts ; though
others fay, It was by the cammand of the apoftles, while
he was in Paleftine, cight years after cur Saviour's
crucifixion, it was carried by St. Bartholomew into
Irdia and ieft there ; ke writ it in Hebrew, as primarily
defigned for the aufe of his countrymen. It was, no
doubt, foon after tranflated into Greek, fome fay, by
St. John, ethers, by St. James the lefs. |
This Hebrew copy was found at Tiberias, by Jofe-
hus, a Jew, and after his converfion, a man of great
Konout and ¢ftcem in the days of Conftantine the great;
one of tho ancicnts affures us, there was another copy
kept in the library of Czfarea in his time, and another
by the Narazens at Berra, from whom he had the
liberty to tranfcribe it, and afterwards tranflated it izto
Greek and Latin.

A copy alfc of this gofpel was dug out of tae grave

of Baroabas, at Cyprus, tranfcribed with his owa haad,

but thefe copies are long fince perithed.
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The LIFE of St. M ARK the Evangeliff, whs
was dragged thropgh the firects in & city im Eg;p-,
till he expired.

His Feftival is obferved hy the Roman Church, April 25.
HOUGH this great Evangelit feems to have a

Roman name, Marx, or .vlarcus, yet doubtlels
he was born of Jewih parents, originally defcended
from the tribe of Levi, and of the prietly line; the
reafon for changing his name from Jewifh to Roman,
was probably from fu.ne great accident of his life, ufuai
among the Jews, when travelling to the European
pravinces of the Romaa empire, he beisg then going
to Italy and Rome.

By the ancients he is thought to be ane of the feven:~
difciples, who takiag exception at our Saviour’s difcourle
of * eating his flefh and drinking his blood,” went back
aad walked no more with him at that time, but was
feafonably rcduced and reclaimed by St. Peter; but
others as ftrenuouily afirm, that he was then no hear::
nor foilower of Chrift, and therefore could be none of
them who uvon that occation forfook him ; he was
converted by {ume of the apoftles, and probably by St.
Peter, who calls him his fon Marcus, and who was Lis
conftant artendant in his travels, aad faid to be his
Amanuenfis, or writer of what the apcfties dictated,
and likewife his interpreter, for though the apolties
were divinely infpired, and had the git: .f languagrs,
yet the interpretation of tongues was a ~rivilege m..re
peculiar to fome than otcers.  This might j'1ubably be
ct. Mark’s talent, in expoanding St. Peter's Jdifcouries
amd writings to thofe who did not underitand them,

. He accompanied St. Peter in his apottolical progrefs,
in preaching the gofpel in Italy and Rome, as it is -
relate, where, at the regueit of the _lrijtians in thof
parts ke compofed his gofpel. Py :. % he was fen:
to plant chritiianity im Xgrpty a4 wchii: & 1 nad about

Adcxanuris
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Alexandria, for fome time, and was fo fuccefsfut in his
miniftry, that he converted multitudes of all ranks and
degrees to the embracing of the chriftian faith, and an
extrzordinary frict profefiron thereof.
- St. Mark did not confine kis minifiry to Alexandria
and the eaftern parts of Egypt, but travelled weftward
to Lybia, Mannasia and Peatapclis, where, though the
people. were barbarous and idolatrous, yet hy bis
preaciing and miracles the gofpel prevailed, he not
leaving ihem till he had gained and confirmed them in
the profeffion of the faith ; returning to Alexandria, he
- preathed freely, and fet in order the affairs™of the
church, and wifely provided for {ucceflion, by cortti-
tuting governours and paftors of it; bat the reftlefs
cnemics of the fouls of men, would not fuffer him long
tolisl;eoinqnict. . h | he ,

About the time of Eafter happened the great {olenmity
of the Egyp:un deity, Senp:ls’ ; when the minds of :rz
gcoplc being paffionately excited to a vindication of the

onour of their heathen idol, broke in upon St. Mark,
in the time of divine worfhip, 2nd binding his feet with
cords, dragged him through the ftreets to a precipice
near the fea, and thraft him iato prifon for that night ;
where he was encouraged by a divine vifion to continue
conftant under the ruins of his fhattered body. Early
-the next momning thefe blood hounds renewed their
- “barbarities, dragging him about in the fame manner,
*till his flefth being raked off, and his blood ftreaming
all the way, his fpirits failed him, and he expired; but
their malice ended not with his life ; for it is recorded,
that when he was dead, they burnt his body, and the
chiiftians carefully gathering his athes, decently buricd
- them near the place where he was wont to preach, and
put them into an urn, which with much folemnity, was
afterwards removed from Alexandria to Venice, where
we are toid it now lies interred, and is religioufly
honoured by the people ; St. Matk being adopted to
be the tutelar faint of that republic, and has as magnifi-
cent a church ereted to kis memory, as the world can
boaft of, He is reported to have fuffered martyr‘gonﬁ

pr
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April 25.  But whether in the reign of Claudins or
Ne=ro is uncertain,  As to his perfon, he was ot a mid-
dle itaturc, as the aocients recozd, of a comely prefence,
his nofe loag, his eyes full of amiablenefs, and all the
defirable gualities of a lovely perfon.

1

E

The converts at Rome, not conteat to have heard |

St. Peter preach, preffed St. Mark, as we have faid, to |

commit to writing what he preached te them, by way
af hiftory, which he performed with much faithfulnels
and brevity ; all which St. Pezer, it is {aid, perufed and
ratified with his apoftolical authority, commanding it to
be owned and preferved with the reft of the canonical
feripture ; and his groat impacriality in bis relatoa
doth clearly appeas that he is fo far from conccaling, ct
mollifying the thamefu! fall and denial of his dear
Mafter; and-tutor St. Peter, to whom he was fo deepl
engaged in the bonds of love, that he records it war
fome particular weighty circumftances, and aggn.
vations, which the other evangelifts have thought -
to omit. | ‘ f

~_Some affirm, that his gofpel was written originally 1:
the Latin tongue, becaufe he publithed it at Rome ;
“but it is manifeft, by the moft ancient authority, Th :
the Jews who heard St. Magk preach, being frange -
at Rome, knew but very htutle Lating the Greek bein -
at that time the moft fathionable and communicativ :
language in the world ; nor can any good rezfon'l :
aﬁgn:i why it thould be more inconvenient for S.
Mark t& write his gofpel in Greek for the ufe of the
Remans, than that St. Paul thould in that very language
write his epiftie to the church there. - )

The original Greek copy, written with St. Mark’s
own hand, 1s faid to be extant at Venice to_this day,
being written, as fome inform us, at Aquilea, ard
thence, after many hundred years, tranfmitted to Venice,
where it is ftill preferved as an ancient monument, but
the letters, fo defaced by time, as not legible ; but it
being of no confequence as to the authenticncls of its
original, it is rot worth contending for.

97e .
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The LIFE of St. LUKE rthe Exangeliff, «uhs

nwas /:aagm' wpor an clive tres in Groece.
His Feftival is obferved October 8. N

T. LUKE was born at Antioch, th: metropolis of
Syria, eminent for the pleafantnefs ot its foil, the
riches of its traffic, the wifdom of its fenate, the iearn-
ing of its profeffors, and the civility and politenefs of
the inhabitants ; celcbrated by the pens of fome of the
moft eloquent of that age ; but particularly renowned
for the honour, that herc it was the difciples were firft
called Chriftians, It is recorded, that he ftudied ag
mof} fchools both of Greece and Egypt, whereby he
became learned in all human fciences, but he mere
particolarly applied himfelf to the prattice of phyfic,
for which the Grecian academies were very famous,
befidés which he is faid to be fkilful in the art of painting,
and three or four famous pieces arc fhewed 1n Italy,
faid to be of his drawing ; there is alfo an ancient in-
fcription in the Via Lectea at Rome, in an old vault
near the church of St. Mary, fuppofed to have been the
place where St. Paul dwelt, wherein mention is made
of the pi€ture of the blefled virgin, which the Italians
211 3 Madona, or lady, which, with fix others, were

<rava by vhe fume evangohift, |
Rt deke nae no denbra Jowifh profelyte, Antioch
~abouading” with men of that nation, who had their
iyaegagres and fchools of education, and fappofed to
ke oro of the feventy difciﬁlcs, and likewife one of the
. two whu were going to Emaus, to whom the Lord
appeared ie thar way ; thefe fiem only conjetures ;
tor befides other arguments, he himfelf confefleth
plainly, .« That he was from the beginning an eye
s witnefe and minifter of the werd ;° It is therefore
more probable that he was converted by St. Paul during
Bis abode in Anticch, and became ever after his in-
fepatable companion, and fcllow labeurer in the work
ot the iniftry, efpecially alter his going into Mace-
dOﬂlax
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donia, from whiék time, in fecording the hiftory of
St. Paul’s travels, he upon alloccafions fpeaks of him-
felf in his own perfon ; be attended him in ail his dan-
gers, and at his feveral arraignments at Jerufalem, and
1n his hazarous voyage to Rome ; and ’tis probabis he
did not lcave St. Paul tull ke had finithed his cousfe,
and crowned ail his fafferings with martyrdom ; theugh
fome aver that he Jeft the apoftie at Rome, and retura-
ed back into the eail, travelling®into Egypt, and the -
parts of Lybis, where, accordiag to his cuftom, he
preached the gofpel, wrought miracles, converted
multitades, cenftitueed miniiters, and that himfelf
became bithop of Thabais. :

He wrote two bocks for the afe and lencft cf the
church, bis gofpel, and the hiftery of the afls of the
apoftles, both which he dedicated to Theophilus ; feme
of the ancients fng:fe this to be a feigned name, d-o
noting no more than ¢ A lover of God,” 2 title com-
aon to every chrifian. Others, that it was the proper
name of fame particular perfon, the fule of Moit.
Exccllent being in thofe times the proper form of
addrefs to princes and great men ;- and that he was of
ceitfular dignity and nobleman-of Antioch, who, ‘when
coaverted by St. Peter, gave his houfe to the church
far their public and folemn worthip ; and others think
he might be fome chief man ir authcrity, whem St.
Luke had converted and baptized, to whomhe dedicated
thefe books as a teftimony ot honourable refpe®, and a
means of giving bim farther light into the certaintv of
thofe things, wherein he had Ezen inftru@ted by him ;
he exprefily telling us, ¢ That his intelligence in thefe
¢ matters was dcriv% _from fuch as were cye-witnefles
¢ and miniiters of the:Wond from the beginning,’ havi
delivered nothing in his whole hiftory but what he ha
immediately received from perfons prefent at and par-
ticularly concerned in the things he has leit upon
record.

The occafion of his writing his gofpel feems to be
partly to prevent thofe falfe and fcandalous reports,

X .. . which
2




114 ‘‘“ner LIFE cr

which even at that time were raifedtby the cnenies to
. the_chriftian name ; amd partly to fupply what was
- wantirg in the two evangelifts who wnt before him ;

which fopplement is particularly noted throaghout his
whole hiftory, by {fome of the primitive fathers; the
{ubje® matter of the famre being -an account-of what
reiates to Chrift’s prieftly coffice, and therefore the
ancients, ir accommodating the prophe: Ezekiel’s vifion,

- or {our {vmbelical reprefentations to the four evangelift,

afiigned the ox, cr calf, to St. Luke. ‘

His hiftory of the apoftclic afts was undoubtedly
written at Rome, at the end of St. Paul’s two years
imprifonment there, with which he concludes his ftory ;
which contains the attions and fometimes the fufferings
of fome of the chief apoftles, particalarly of St. Paul,
whofe s&tivity in the caufe of Chrift, and the gofpel,
wade him have a deeper fhare both in doing and fuffer-
ing ; and St. Luke being his conftant attendant, and an
eyc-witnefs of the moft confiderable tranfa&tions of his
life, after his converfion, was the more capable of giving
an accurare relaticn of *»en ; among other things ke

- records thofe wonderfui miracles which the apoftles

wrooght for confirmation of the doirine dail
prmed. In both thefe books his ftile is clé:l:,c{]owing
with a natural fwecwnefs and grace, he was faithful in
Ris relations, elegant in his writing as 2 minifter ; devout
and pious as a chriftian ; careful and diligent for the
good of fouls, and, to crown all, laid down his life for
the <eftimony of the gofpel, which he had preached and
publithed to the world,

'An ancient author labours to prove, that he fuffered

masiyrdora at Rome, after St;.mxl’s frft imprifonment

|

there, and therefore did no fardé profecute the Liftory
of the afls of the apoitles, which he would undoubtedly
have done, had he lived any confiderable time-after St.
Paul’s departure.  But Nicephows gives a particular
account, That traveiling into Greece, he fuccefsfully
preached, and baptized many converts into the chritian
faith, which fo enraged the barbarians, that 2 crew of
villains lgying Leld of him, tcrtured him in a moft

: vielent
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violent manner, and then dragging him to execution,
defigned to crucify him, but coming to the place where -
they intended to perpctrate the reft of their villany, they |
could not find a crofs to fix him upcn; but lighting upon |
an olive tree, they hanged him thereon, in the eighty
fourth year of his age. - His body was with great
folemnity buried at Conftantinople, by the command
of Coonftantine the great, or his fon, in the famcus

. church ere@ed there to the memory of the apofiles.

—

T2c LIFE of St. JOHN ¢be Zvungel:f and
Apcfile, wbhs was pat inte a ckaldrew of jcalding a1l
ard ¢f-aped nnbart.

His Feftival is celebrated December 27.

T. JOHN was a Galilezn, the fon of Zebedee and

Salome, younger brether 20 St. James, fogether
with whom he was emplored in fifhing-: Before s
coming to Chnft, he feems for fome time-to have been’
a difciple to John the baptift, being prcbably that other
difciylc that was with Andrew, when fhey left the
Baptift to follow our Saviour ; fo partgularly dees e
rclate all circemftances of thefe t ion thbugl:
modeftly, as in other parts of his gofpel, concealing hi
own name, -

‘There is not much mention of him m facred wnt,
More than what is recorded of him in conjunétion with
his brother James, he wis peculiarly dear to his Lord
and Mafler, beiag ¢ the difciple whom Jefos loved,’
witnefs his lying in our Savicur’s bofom at the pafchal
ﬁ;ppcr ; as alfo wkea Peier was defirous to krow which
of them our Redeemer meant, when he faid, ¢ Que of
¢ them'fhall betray him,’ and durft not himfelf propecand
the queftion, he made ufe of St. Jchn to afk our Lord,
indeed when Chrift was firft apprehended, he fied with
the other apoftles, it not being without probability of
reafon that the anciemts cesccived bim to have been
that young man, who iollowed after our Sariour, having
2 linen cloth caft about his nzked body, whow, wh:‘n
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- the ufficers laid hold upon, e left the cloth, and fed
aaked from them ; bur thoagh he efcaped at prefent, to
avoid that fodden violence, which was cflered him ;
vet foon recovered himfelf, and returmed to feck his
Mafter, and waired vpon him throegh the feveral pafc
fages of his tnial till his cricifixton: Here it was that
our Savicur appointed Lim guardian of his mother, and
made her a part of his charge and care. * At the firft
news of our Lord’s refurreftion, he accompanied Peter
to the fepulchre, thofe two apoftles having a more
mutual intizsacy than any of the reft, and had ran many
- hazards together, and adhered clofely to ome another
upon all eccafions, | |

- ‘The ancients fay, that after the death of the blefled
virgin, St. joha went into Afia, and applied himfeli
wholly to the propagation of chriftiznity, having planted
{cveral famous churches there ; after fome years con-
tinuance theve, he was accufed o Domitian, the bloody
perfecating Romas cmperor, asa fubverter of the seligion
of the cmpire, by whofe commands the conful of Afia
feat him bound to Rome, where, it is related, he was
put iato a chaldron of bumnimg oil, but the divine
Providence delivered this holy man from Lis feeming
incvitable defirection unburt ; the cruel cmperor ‘noe
being fatisfied with this, orders him tc be bauifhed 0
Patmos, a difconfolate ifiand in Greece, where he
remained feveral years, inftro@ting the inhsbitantsin the
faith of Chpft. Here it was that about the latter end
of Domitiax’s reign, he writ his book of the reveia-
tions.

Bloody Demitian beisg taken out of the way, Cocceuns
Nerva fucczeded in the empise, who being of a mikler
~ temper, repealed the barbarous edits of his predecedor ;.

recalling thofe that wer: banifhed for the chrifian name ;
whereupon St. John ief: Patmos and returned into Afia,
fixing his refidence ar Ephefius, where itis faid he
wrotz his gofpel ; he writ alfo three epiftles, which with
tie apocalvpfe, are all rpofed in the facred canon, and
wniverfally admired.  Ke lived till the time of the
cmpetor Trajan, abeut the beginning of whofe rc:in
~ c




Sr. J O HN. 1i

e departed this life about the ninety ninth year of his
ags, as is generally thoughe.  But others fappofed he
died a mastyr, becaufe cur Savicur told him and his
brothers, ¢ That they thou'd drink cf the cup, and be
¢ baptized with the bapti{m wherewith hc was baptized ;°
which was indeed licerally fulfilled with iis brother
James ; yet though he was not maurdered, he mav be
trely ftiled a martyr, his being puz into 2 veiic! of
fcalding oil, as we have noted, his many years banith-
ment, and other fafferings for the caufe of Chnf, juftly
challenging that title ; it being not want of good will
- either in kim or his ¢iemies, but the divine Providence
immediately overruling the powers by nature, that
prevented the malice of his adverfaries from putting
their cruel iatentions into execution. - T
Others deny that_he died at all, but isftill alive :
The occafion of which etror is fcunded uwpoa what
paled between our bleffed Saviour and St. Peter, con-
cerning this apoftle ; for Chrift having told Peter what
fhould be his own fage, Peter enquires what thould
become of St. John, to whom our fm‘d anfwered, ¢ If
¢ I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee &
which was mifunderfftood by the apoftles, though Sr.
Jolm himfelf, who records chat paifage,-inférts a caction,
¢ That Jefus did not fay he thould not'die” ¥rom the
fame original aifo came the tradition, that ke only lay
fleeping 1n his grave at Ephefius, which ftory was a long
time current. He {cems to havc always led a fingle life,
aad fo the ancients tell us, that all the 'aio&lcs were
married except St. John and St. Paul. He had no great
advantages by haman leaming, but his want of it was
abundantly fupplied in his excelleat temper of mind,
and the furniture of divine graces which he was adoraed
withal, His hymility was admirable, ftudioufly con-
ccaling Lis own worth and honour, He difcovered a
mighty affetion to the fouls of men, unwearied in
fpending himfelf for the fervice of the gofpel ; travei-
ling from ecat to wefl 10 leaven the world with that
boly religicn which he was feat to propégatc ; he was
extremely vigilant againft heretics, cuntcrmin;‘ng
their

~
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their artifices, antidoting againft the poifon of their
errors, and &voiding all communion and converfation
with their perfons.

b O — -

’

The LIFE of St. PETER sbe Apofile, whe
«vas crac:fied at Rome, anth bis bead downavard,

His Feftival is celebrated by the¢ Charch, June 20.

T. PETER was born at Beskfaids, a place that had

the honoar of our Saviour’s ptefence, who reiiding
ufually in thofe parts, did often refort thither. He s
gencnally thought to be but ten yeaws older than his
madter, which his married condition, and the refpet
{hewed him by the reft'of the apofties, for his gravity
of perfon, with other circomftances,,feem to confirm.
Being circamcifed accosding to the law, his name then
givea him was Simon, to:which our bleffed Lord added
that of Cephas, fignifying a ftone, or rock, which is
Peter in Englith. He was brother to St. Andrew the
apoftie, who firft brought him to the knowledge of the
gofpel.  Their father was Jonah of Bethfaida, probably
a fitherraan, who had the honour, as well as Zcbedee; to
have each of them two of their fons among our Saviour's
apoftles though but,twelve in number. Peter was em-
ployed in fithing in the fea of Galileey being one hun.
dred furlongs in length, and forty in breaddh, the
water clear and fweet, and fiored with feveral forts
of choice fifh. = -

And here let us admire at the wonderful methods of
divine Providence, that fuch low and mean men fhould
be armed with divine power, 2s to ruin the kingdom
of Satan. The vile apoftate, Julian, objetted againft
the prophets of the old teftament, that they were acom-
pany of rude il'iterate men ; but we find that thefe
unlearned men and innocent apoftles, by the affifance
of the Almighty, fuddenly and powerfully prevailed over
the learned world. Our Saviour defigning to cle® fome
peculiar perfons to propagate his gochl through all
rations, made choice of twelve to be his apoﬁlcss,. and

imon
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Simonm Peter is, by the evangelifts, pat in the front of
them. |

It may be enquired when, and by whom the apoftles
were baptized ; Nicephorus relates, Thar of all the
apoftles, Chrift baptized none but Peter with hiz own
hands, and Peter baptized Andrew, and the “two foas
of Zebedee, and the reft of the apoftles. Among the
twelve, our Saviour chofe three, who feem to be his
near intimate companions, and whom he let into the moft
fecret paffages and tranfaltions of his life, namely, Peter,
James and John, they being with him at the rifing of
Jarius’s daughter, as alio at his transfiguration on the
mount, where Peter defired our Lord, that he might
build three tabernacles in memory o1 that great tranfac-
tion ; one author writes, that in purfuance of this peti-
tion, There were atterwards three churches built upon
the top of this mountain ; and one writer reports,
That, in his time, they thewed the ruins of thefe three
tatbgmaclcs, which were built according to St. Peter’s
defire, : |

After our Lord had entered Jerufalem in triuraph, he
- retired to Bethany, and difpatched Peter and john, to
make a preparation for the pafiover ; accordingly they
found the perfon whom he had defcribed to them, and
followed him to his houfe, which whesher it was St. .
John the evangelift's, fitnate near Mowat Sion, or Simon
the leper, or Nicodemus, or Jofeph of Arimathea, is
uncertaia. Thefe twe, with St. James, accompanied him
to the garden in his agory ; and Euicbius writes, That
even ia his time, chriftians were wont to come hither
folemnly to offer up their prayers to God, and Chritt
Jefus. Our Lord being afcended into heaven, and
having fulfilled his proiie of fending the Holy Ghoft,
the apottles and difcipics continued awhile at Jerafalen,,
being toffed about with gentle ttoras, but upon occaiion
of the martyrdom of St. Stephen, a violent perfecution’
fell upon them, which difperfed them into feveral coun-
tries, about the end of the reign of Caligula, that bar-
barous Romaner.peror; Peter haviug vifited the churches,
returned to jeruiaiem, aad kierod Agrippa, grandéon 0:3
. er
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Herod the great, having attained the kingdom of Judea,
he, to in te himfelf with the peopde, put St. James
to Jeath, and finding this gratefal to the volgar, ap-
prehended St. Peter, and fent him to prifon, placing
tirong goards to fecure him, but the angels of the Lord
delivered him in the night before his cnemics defigned
to execate him; but betore this he is faid to have gone
dowa to Antioch, and ® harve planted the chrifti
faith;dand found a chorch thers, as Eufebius and others
record. »

After this ke went to Rome, about the fecond year
of the emperor Claudius, and being mindful of the
churches which he had gathered in Pontus, Galaria,
Capadocia, Bythinia, and Afia the lefs, wnt his firft
cpiftle to them, and then took care to _prepagate the
chriftiaz daith in the weitern part of the world, after he
had continued fome years at Rome, the Jews raifing
feditious tamults in the city, they were bariihed from
thenee ; among whom was St. Peter; who from thence
returnced bhack to Jeruialem, and was prefent at the
great apofolical {ynod, where:the controver{y about
Nofaical sites was determined ; {ome report, that he
‘was in Brmain, and comverted many to chriftianity :
Bit toward the end of Nero’s reign he returned to
Rome, whete he found the people’s minds hardened
againft embracing the chriftisn religion, by the fubtilties
and magic arts of Simon Magus ; this inpoftor refided
in Samaria, where St. Phiiip the deacon preached with
“much fucceds; confirming the fame by miracles ; how-
ever, Simon_wus in great tapotation among the people,
and filed Efmsfelf ¢ The great Power o% God,” and
and affirming thet ko was the tupreme Deity, worthip-
ped by all natioms ; the spofties fent Peter and John
from Jerufalem to Philip’s affiftance, who, when they
came thither, Iaid their hands upon the new converts,
whereupon they prefentiy received the Holy Ghoft ;
which when Simon faw, he offered them moncy, if they
weuld confer chat power upon him.  But Peter perceiv-
iag his vile intentions, fcornfully reje€ed his 1mpious
offet.  However, by ais witcerafts and forceries, he at
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ieagti pecame acceptable to the cmperor as well as the
vulgar ; Nero, that moniter, had much ¥ ion for
him, being patron of the magicians, and all thofe who
have commerce with the inferpal powers, aind Peter
being returned to Kome, refolved to tacounter him, 2ad
 difcover the impoftors and deluficns of. this wretched
man, 5
About that time, an eminent ysuny gendizipan, kinf-
man to the emperor, died at Rome; and the fame of
Peter’s having power to raife the dead, his friids were-
perfuaded to%cnd for him, but others yropofc Jimom
Magus, who readily came, being glad of the eccaiion
to maguify himfelf before the people, and Peter brivg:
prefent, Simon alledged, Thzt he had proveked ¢tic
¢ great power of God,’ and theuld lofe his life i€ i did
not raife the dead perfon, but if Peter prevallnd, fc
himfelf would fubmit to the fame fate ; Peter agcepsed
the terms, and® Simon began his chayms and crchams
ments, whercat the dead gentleman feemed to mowa Lis
hand, upon which the people fhiouted, zn4 cried he was
alive, and talked to Simon ; and bega to affanlt Peter ;-
the apoftle intreated their patience, aad told tizm it was-
mothing but fancy and appearance, and that if Simow
were removed frcm the bed-fide this delufion would {ooa
vanith ; which done, the body remained without thic
leaft fign of motion, Peter flanding at a good ditance
frem the bed, filently made his adIrefs to heaven, and
then before them all, commanded the yoang waw in the
name of the Lord Jefus to arife, waich he did i nmedi-
attly, and fpoke, walked, ard eat, and was Ly Perer
reftored to his mother. The people hereupon alterss
their opinions, and fell upon Simon, with inteat to has;
ftoned him ; but Peter begged his life, and told them,
It would be punifhment enough for him to fee that in
defpite’af his malice the kingdom of Chrift fhould ix-
creafe and flourifh, -

The magician was inwarlly tormented with this de-
~ feat, and vexed to fee the tiiumph of the apoftle, and
muftered up all his tafernal powers, acquaisted the pec-
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ple, That he was offended at the Galileans, a¢ he cafled
the chriftiaas, and therefore fet a day when they thould
fee him fly up to heaven, and accordingly he went up
to the top of the cagpital, and throwing himfelf from
thence, began his flight, which the {peQators beheld
with wonder and veneration, afrming that this moft be
trom ¢ the power of God,” and not of man : Peter

ing in the crowd, prayed to Ged, that the
might be undecsived, and that the vanity of the impoftor
might be difcovered to the confufion of him, and thame
of his admirers ; immediately the wings which he had
made himfelf began to fail; fo that he fell to the groond,
miferably bruifed with the fall, and being carried to a
neighbouring rillage, died foon after. end of this
- wretched man coniing to the emperor’s ear, haftened St.
feter’s death. Nero, no doubt, had been formresly
difpleafed with him, on account of his chniftianity, and
shat be fo firitly preached up temperance and chattity,
thercby reclaiming 76 many wonien in Rome, from a
difolure and vicious life, which was {0 diiagreeable to
kis wanton lafcivious temper, to which he was a flave ;
and being by his means robbed of his dear companien,
ke refslved upon revenge, caufing St. Peter, (as alfo
St Paul, who was at that time at Rome) to be caft into
tie maritime prifon, where they employed themfelves
in preaching to the prifoncrs, and thofe wko vifited
them. And here it 1s fuppofed, St. Peter wnt his
fecond epiftie to the di{perfed Jews, to confirm them in
the faith, and fortify them againft thofe pemmicicus
* principles and pratices, which even then began to break
t gfxm the chnftian church.

ero returning from Achaia, and eatering Rome with
triumph, refclved St. Peter fhould fall a facrifice to his
crueity. While the fatal ftroke was daily expefted, the
chriitians at Rome earnettly fulicited him to make his
efcape, and referve himielf for further fervice to the
chiurch ; which at length prevailed with him, and the next
night having prayed with, and taken leave of his brethiren,

it 1s related, That he got over the prifon wall, and beiag
| come.
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‘come to the city gate, he is there faid to have met with
our Lord, who was juil enteriag the city : Peter, it is
faid, afked him, ¢ Lord, v-hither art thou going ' from
whem he prefently received this anfwer, ¢ I am come
7 to Rome, to be cracified the fecond tine ;° by which
renly, Peter apprehended himfelf to be reproved, and
that our Lord meant it of his dcath, that he was to be
crucified in his fervant ; and fo went back to the prifon,
and forrendered himfelf to the keeper, as being ready
to acquiefce in the will of God. |
Before his fuffering he was fcourged after the Roman
maaner, who ufe to whip capital offenders before they
foffered. Having faluted hus brethres, and taken his
Iat leave of St. Pavl, his fellow prifouer, he was led up
to the top of the Vatican mount, being fentenced to be
_Crucifisd, the moft painful and thameful of all deaths: -
He then intreated the officers that be might not be
crucified the ordimary way, but fuffer with his head
downward, and. feet up-to heaven, as being unworthy
to die in the fama pofters as hus blefled Mafter, his body
being taken down, was faid to have been embalmed by
Marcellinus, the prefbyter, after the Jéwith way, and
then buriediin the Vatican, where it lay oblcurely till
the reign of Conftantine the great, who had fo much-
severence for this apofile, that he built a church in the
Vatican to his memory, which is now one of the moft
{amous cathedeals in the world. This accoust of his.
death, though nct mertioned in holy writ, is recorded
by the ancient ecclefiaftical hittorians, but with what
certainty it is, we auft Jeave the reader ta jadge.

Je LIFE of Str., JAMES the Greaty avho -

was bcheaded at Jerufalem.
His Feftival is ceiebrated, July 2.

T. JAMES, firnamed the great, cither becaufc of

his age, or for fome peculiar honour our Saviour

conferred upon him, was a Galilean born, the fon of

Zehedee, a fifhermap ; his mother’s name was Mary,
(‘ix“(id
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velled aifo Salome, he was emploved by Lis father in
the trade of fithing, in the exercife of which cur Yavicur
found him, when he paficd by the fea of Galilee ; where
he called him to be his difciple, which he readily obeyed,
Ieaving his aged father with the fervants to manage kis
affairs ; not long after kis firft calling, ircin the fiation
of an ordinary difciple, he wasappointed to the 2, ¢ folical
office, and honcured with fome peculiar aéls of favour
beyond moft of the apetties, being one of the three whom
our blefled Savicur made cheice ef to admit to the more
Mtimate tranfaCiions of kis Iile,

_Thus with Peter, amd Lis brother John, he was prefent
at the miraculous raiiing of Jarius’s daughter, admitted
to Chrift’s glotious transfiguration in the mount, and
saken along with him into the garden, to be a fpe€tator
of his bitter and terrible agony ; nor was it the leaft
inftance of the particular honour our Saviour beftowed
upon thefe apoftles, that upon his calling of them, he
gave him a new name and title.

Our holy Redeemer, in his journey towards Jerufalem,
in order to his crocifixion, that he might the better
prepare the minds of his apoftles for his departure from
them ; difcourfed to them about his fuffering, and that
be fhould be put to deatb, and after three days fhould
rife agein ; but they whole minds were clevated with
th expe&taticu of a temporal power and menarchy,
- unddetitond not the measing of what he related to them.
" Howerer, lames and his brothér, fuppofing the refor-
relich which ke Toke of, wold be the time when his
| aignitv end greatnels weuld.commence, perfuaded their
another 1o put up a petition for thain to our Lord, who
accerdinglv addrefied him- humbly defirieg, that when
‘be tock jeileffion of his kingdom, her fons might have
the two principal places of honour and dignity, by
fisting ene on the right Land, and the other on the left,
Our biefled Saviour direting his difcourfe to the two
apoftles ; told them, ¢ that they quite miftook the
¢ mature of his kingdom, which did not confift in ex-
. ¢ ternzl pemp ard fplendor, but in inward hif and
. ¢ nower, that thev wonld do weli to conflider, wheiler

' thev
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plv, anfwered, ¢that 3 for fufferng they would indeed
¢ partake of it as well as he ; but fur aay peeslizr bosour
¢ or digaity, be could a0 difpoie of sny of that kind,
¢ any otherwife than acconding to thefe rules and in-

¢ freftions which he received from his Gther,’ the rek

of the apoftles were offznded at this ambitions
but our dear Redeemer to qeahily their pafions, dff

courfed to them at the nature of the evaagelic:

flare, and the di that anl the kingdoa
of the world ; with which escollent rexomag their
hearts on all f:des were allayed aad pacited. -

\Vhat became of St. James aiter ocr Savicer’s afcen-
fion, we have no soccame of, either from facred or
eoclefiaflie hiftory ; fome afirm, that after the martye-
dom of St. § . when the chrifiaes were difperied,
be caame t> wedera parts of the worll, eves 10
Britain and Ireland ; and having plantsd chriftanity
among them, retgracd to Jervizlew, bat it feems im-
probﬁle on feveral accounss ; and therefose it s fales:
o coafiac his mimifiry to Jodea, zai the parx adjacere,
and to feek for hia «t Jerafslem, whese we are fare w
find Mim. -

At this time Herod Agrippa, the foa of Anftobule:

being in great favour with Claudius the Reman experor;.

he confirmed to Lim the kingdom of Jedea, 2nd aH the
provinces that hus grandfather Herod the grear enjoyed ;
who bting fenibic thas the molt probable way to gaia
the affetion of the Jews, was to perfecute the chndians;
he re{olves accordingly to &ll upon them ; and:Hudir>
St.]mvigomincontczdingf‘:nhcmh, com is
hinmbe;ﬁ:hcndcd. and fentenced to die; fhe
{oldier who obferved his great conflarcy asg. courage
at his snal, fell a: his feet, begging pardon gar what ke
had done again® him ; the Loly man raifed him wp a=d
kiffed him, who thereupen pablicly profeded him{clf Lt:
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be a chriftian, aod fo they were both beheaded at :le
e ume., .

His deach was not long unrevenged, of which the
sucients give the folldwing accouat, that Herod going
%0 Samana. he proclaimed folemn fights and feftival
entertaiaments 1o be had in honour of Czfar ; carly ia
the mg, bhe came in great flate tc the theatre
crofied for kim, to make aa oratid: to the people,
S)'rtg:ulﬂ arraved in"a robe curioufly wrought with
, s g&, and jewtls, fo that the luftre thereof made
the people ery out, that he was fome deity, and beyond
the common ftandard of humanjgy ; this impious applaufe
Je reccived wirth mich p) - bug the comic part was
foon turned 2o 2 trdledy ; for looking up, be efpied
an owl £itting over hishead, which he inflandly appre-
Bended as a tatal meffenger of inevitable rvia, by the
juft judgment of almighty Gad ; and thereupon an in-
cursble melancholy feized upon bis mind, ag well as
exquifite ternents upon his body ; upon which tuming
to thofc- about him, ¢ Yon may here fee yourfelves
« evidently ccnviceed of flattery and falthood ; you fec
* mc¢, whom yos called 2 goc, am, by the laws of fate,
¢ condemned to die, and he whom you counted immortal
« seady to give up the ghch.” His pains continually
increated cpon him, and thoagh his fuvoures prayed
camcftly to the Gods for his health, yet his acute tor-
rures at fength put a peripd to his miferable life.

3

et et et seesemm——
E— DR

Tée LITE of S1 TAMES gbe lofs, avhs qvas
* hascked on the . ad wcub a faller's club.

His Feitiva) s celebrated with St. Philip's, May 1.
TH{S apoftle is probaviy conje@ured to be the fon
| of jofeph, aftcrward the hufbind of the bleiled
" virgin, by his irk wife, and fo reputed our Lord’s brother,
and the foa ¢f Jofeph ; and though he is likewife calied
the fon of Alpheus, this may probably relate to his
being a difciple of fome parievlar fe@ of the Jews, -
 called Alphcans, We have little account of his birth,
; and
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and former life, but find that after the refurre¢tion, he
was honoured with ilie particular appearance cf our
Lord to him; which, though not mentiored by the
cvangelifls, is rezorded by St. Paul; one of tiie ancients
relates, he had folemnly fworn, that from the time he
drank the cup. at the inftitution of the lak fupper, he
. would cat bre:d no more till oar Lord retu frcm
the grave, who thereupon appeared to him, commanding
bread to be fet before him, which he took, blefled;

and break, and gave to St, James, faying, ¢ eat thy bread

¢ my brother, for the fon of man is truly rifen from them
¢ that fleep.’ -

His refidence Wwas for the moft part at Jerufalem; to
him we find St. Paul makes his addrefs aiter his conver-
ficn ; to him St. Peter fent the news of his miraculous
deliverance out of prifon ; bur he was principally aftive
in the {ynod at Jerulalem, in the great contrcverfy
abeut the Mofaic nites. He difcharged his office like
a diligent and faithful guide to fouls ; ftrengthening the
weak, informing the ignorant, reducing the erroneous,
reproving the obftinate, and by the fervency of his
preaching, fubdued the ftubboranefs of the refra®ory
and perverfe gencration ; and many principal perfons
being brought over to a compliance with the chnftian
faith, itawakened the envy and malice of his enemies to
confpire his ruin, vexed they were, that Paul, by appeal-
1ng to Cefar, had efcaped their hands, and therefore

turn their revenge upon St. Janres, which notb:ing able

to effe@® under Feftus’s gnvernment, they vigorooily
attempte 1 under the procuratozfhip of Albinus, his fuc-
ceffor, before the new go.crnment could arrive ; to
which end a council is fummoned with all expedition,
. and the apoftles and others arraigned and.condemized a
violaters of the law, and for the gz plaufible manzgiiag
their defigns, they fet the feribes ard pharifegs to cnfnare
St. James, infinuating that they had 2 great-opinion of
his fanQity, and that che whole Jewifh nation gave him
the teflimony of being a jult man ; taey therefore de-
fired -that he would reduce ¢the people from their fulfe
opinion, ¢ that Jefus was the Melbub,” and would o thut

el
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end take the opportunity of the univerfal confluence i
people to the paichal folemnity, and go with them to the
top of the temple, where he might be feen and heard
of all ; being accordingly piaced to advantage upon a
pinnacle, or wing of the temple, they thus addrefled hiin :
Tell usy O Juftus, or James, ¢ whom we know and
¢ believe to be a righteous man, what is the reafon that
¢ the people are {o generally led away, to adore Jefus
< who was crucifed at Jerufaliem, and what are the
¢ do&rnines and precepts which he publifhed to the world,
¢ and where is his 1efidence fince ﬁis pretended refurrec-
¢ tion from the decad ¥’ to which the apoftle anfwered,
with an audible voice, ¢ Why do you enquire of lefus,
¢ the fon of man ? he fits in heaven on the right hand
¢ of the Majefty on high, and will come again in the clouds
¢ of heaven.” The people beiow hearing this, glorified
the bleffed Jefus. "Il)"le;c fcribes and pharifees perceiving
themielves difappointed, and that infiead of reclaiming,
they confirmed the multitudes in their {eppofed error,
thought the only remedy was to difpatch him out of the:
way, that from this fad fate, others might be wamed
not to perfift in the belief of Jefus; whereupon they
faddenly cried out, that- James himifelf was feduced,
and become an impoftor, and threw him down frem the
place whereon he ftood, whereby he was forely bruifed,
but not kiiled fo that he recovered fo much ftrength as
to get upon kis knees, and pray to heaven for them ;
vexed that they had not difpatched him,. they fell afreth
vpon the remainder of his hfe ; and while he was yet
ﬁtaying, one fepping in and intreating him to {pare

im, a juft religious man who was crying to heaven to
forgive them ; began to affault him with a fhower of
ftones, till one, more mercifully cruel than the reft,
beat out his brains with a fuller’s club.

Thus diéd this good' man, in the ninetieth year of his
age, and dbout tweaty four years after Chrift’s afcenfion,
to the great grief and tegret of all pious men, Jews as
well as others, and was buried in mount Olivet, in a
tomb which he had built for himfelf, and had therein

buried Zacharias and cld Simeon, He was of exempla ré-’
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and extrasrdinary picty, educated under the finltef
roles and inflitutions of religion, being, 2: is fuppolcd,
of the ancient order cf the Rechabites, whofe bufinefs
and delight feemed to be to converfe only with heaven,
and was wont to retire alone so the temple to pray, which
he always performed kaceling, till by his inceffant de-
votions, it is relared, that his kness became as hard and
brany as a camel’s. He writ only one epiftle, probably
not long before his martyrdom ; he direlled it to the
Jewith convents, difperied up and down thofe caficrn
countries, t comfort them uader fufferings, and to
condrm the: againit error. |

T2 L1FE of St. PHILIP 3¢ Apofile, awks
cvzs hanged ap againft @ pillar, at H:crapolis, a
ciiy of Plrygia. :

His Feftival, with that of St. James the lefs, 1s

celebrated May 1.

T. PHILIP was born at Bethfaida, near the fea
of Tyberias. Wk read nothing of his parents, nor
way of life in the holy gofpels, though probably he was
a fitherman, the common trade of that placz ; ke had the
honour to be the firft called to be Chrift’s difciple ; forour
Lord after Lis return from the wildernefs, having met
with Andrew and his brothez Peter, after fome fhort
difcouric parted from them, and the next day paffing
through Galilec, he found Phiiip, whom he commanded
prefently to follow him, whith he did accordingly ;
no fooner Lad religion taken potieflion of his mind, but
he goes and finds Nathariel, acquaints him with the
tidings of the new found Mefliah, and conduéts him to
him, After kis call to the apoftlefhip, there is not
much recorded of him in the fcripture ; it was to him
the Lord propounded vwhat they could get in the wil-
dernefs, that would feed fo vaft a multitude ; to whom
he anfwered, that it would be very difficuit to find
enough in thart place ; it was to him that the gentile
profelytes, who came up to the paffover, addreffed
themf{elves,
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themfelves, when they defired to fee our Saviour. It
was to him that our blefled Redeemer difcoarfed con-
cerning himfelf, a little before the pafchal fspper.
‘The Lord Jefus had beea fortifying the minds of his
difciples, with proper confiderations againit his departorec
from them ; he told them, that no man could come to
the Fatherbat by him.  Philip not readily underitanding
the tone of our Saviour’s reafonings begged of him that
ke might fee the Father. Our lLord gently reproved
his ignorance, that after fo long attendance upoa his
inflroftions, he faould not know that he was the image
of his Father; the exprefs charalter of hlx‘slmmﬁmm
witdom, ¢, and goodnefs, appeariag in him ; that
ke 12id andw;id nothing but by hie ;nhcr'g!‘zppointment,
which it they did not believe, his miracles were fuffi-
cient evidence ; that therefore fuch demands were un.
neceflary and impertinent, and that it argued great
weaknefs, after three years converfe with bim, and
under him, and under his difcipline and inftrection, thae
they fhould have fo little underftanding in thefe
matters. \ :

In the diftribution of the feveral regicas of the world,
made by the apoftles, fome think that upper Afia was
the province whick was affigned to Philip ; where he
applicd himfelf with indefatigabie diligence and induftry,
to recover menout of the feare of Satan, to the embracirg
‘and acknowledging of. the truth, acd by the conftarcy
of his preaching, and the efiicacy of his miracles, gained
nur-2rous canverts, whom he baptized into the chrif-
tian faith, at once curinz both fouls and bodies ; their
icols” of error and idolatry, and their bodies of in-
sirmities and diftempers ; healing difeafes, difpefiefling
demoas, fertiing churches, and appointing them paitors
and teachers, ‘

Having fcr many years fuccefsfully managed his cpef.
tolical cfhce in thofe parts, he came, toward the latter
end of his life, to Hierapolis, in Phrygia, a rich and
jopulous, but moft idolatrous place ; amongft the many
vain and trifing deities to whom they paid religious
worfnip, was a ferpent or dragon, which they worthipped

with
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with and folemn veneration ; the apoftle was

1 to fee them fo grofsly enflaved in crror; and
therefore continuaily folicited heaven, &il by prayer he
had procured the death and deftra@ion of this monftrous
deity, and then endeavoured to convince them of the
folly and madnefs of paying divine adorzation to fuch
filthy and odious creatures, and to declare to them the
exceilency of the chriftian religion ; wherein he was fo
foccefsful, that the people generally abhorred their
former fottith idolatry, and cordially embraced there the
chriftian inftirution, whereapon the enemy of mankind
ftirred cp the magitrates of the city to purfue the old
methods of perfzcuticc and crueliy, who feized upon
the bleffed apottle, and having pot him i1 prifon, caufed
him to be feverely fcourged ; aftec which barbarity, he
was led to exccutian, and being bouad, was hanged up
by the neck againft a pillar, though others wnte, he
was crucified. The apoftle being dead, his body was
taken down by St. Bartholomew, his fellow fufferer,
and his own fiftcr, who is faid to have been the conftant
companion of his travels, and decertly buried ; after
which, having coafirmed the people in the faith of Chrift
they departed from thence. ‘

It 1s gencrally affirmed that St, Philip was married,
and that he had daughters whom he difpofed of in
marriage ; but though this be granted, yet they not
carcfully diftinguithing between Philip the deacon and
Philip the apoﬁ?c, have made fome conclude them to
be one and the farme perfon, but with how little reafon
will appear, if we confider that Philip, who could not
be one of the apoftolical college, the apoftles dectaring
upon that occafion, they had affairs of a higher nature
to attend upon ; fo then upon the perfecution that arofe
upon St. Stephen’s death, the church was difperfed,
and they ¢ were all fcattered abroad throughout the
¢ regtons of Jadea and Samaria ;’ and Philip the deacon
among che ceit who went down to the city of Samaria,
except the apoities who tarried behind a2 jcrufelem, and
when Philip had converted aad baptized a coafiderable

aumber in that place, he was forced to fend tor two of
the
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thie apoltles from Jerufalem, that fo by their hands they
might receive the Holy Ghoft ; which had been wholly
needlefs, had he himfelf been one of the twelve apofiies.
- St. Philip left no facred writings behind him ; the
E:eatcr part of the having little leifure to write,

ing employed in the miniftry, as more immediately
ufeful aad fubfervient to the happinefs of wankind.
Tiiis is the account which the ecclefiaftical writers give
of this, as well as they do of other apofties, though not
recorded in holy writ.

— e —— ~ 3

Fbe LIFE of S BARTHOLOMEW
the Apoftle, awbo was flcad alive by the command
of a barbarou: king. ‘

His Feftival is celebrated, Auguft 24.

HERE is no queftion bat St. Bartholomew was an
. apoitle, though the holy fcriptures takes notice
only of his name, which occafioned feveral ancient and
sodern authors to fuppofe that he lies concoealed uzder
foms other name ; and that he can be no cther tham
Nathaniel, one of the Mt difciples that came to Chinift g
accordingly we may obferve, that as foize ¢f the cvar-
gelilts never meation Bartholomew in the number of the
apoftles, {o othens take no motice of Nathaaiel ; but that
which renders the thing moft {pecicus and probable is,
that we find Nathaniel particularly reczoned up with
the other apoftles, to whom our Lord appeared at chic
fea of Tyberias. .
Tee difficulty being cleared, we proceed to a more
i;tticul_a:‘ accouat of bim, who 1s thought by fuine to
ve been a Synian of a royal extraétion, ard to have
derived his pedigree from the Ptclomy’s, kings cof Egypt.
But it is manifelt that he, as weil as the reit of the
zroftles, was a Galilean, and of Nathaniel, we know it
particclarly faid, that he was of Cana, in Gaiilce : The
feripture takes no notice of his trade, or way of iie,
though fome circumftances feem to intimate that he was
a fiherman. At his firft coming to Chrift, ke wads con-
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du@el by Philip, who told him they had found the lovg |
Jooked for Meffish ; and when he had objeed timt the
MefZzh could not be born at Nazarcth ; Philip bids hip
comerand fatisfy himfclf ; at his firft app:
hk:?Saviour entertzins him with the charaQes of a
min of true fimplicity and integrity : Surpiifed he wras
at our Lard’s falutation, wm'dcriggiow ke ‘conldtfmr
esn
&

him fo well at fick fight, whof€ face he had agver .
befors ; but he was anfivered, that he had feen him
under‘the fig tree, beforé Philip called him, Bemng -
convinced by this inftance of our Lord’s diviruty, he
cefently made his conteflion, that he wis fase thit
fus was the promifed MeiEah, the foa of God, whom
had appointed to be the king and governour of his
-chirch ; ourSaviour told him, that if upon thefe in.
ducements he could beliéve him to be the Mez{iah, ke
fhduld have far greater arguments to “confirm his faith ;
that ¢re long he fhould fee the heavens opencd to re-
ceive kim thither, and the angels vifibly appearing to
attend upon him. e )
-Concerning our apoftles’ travels up and down ,the
othd, to propagate the chriftian faith ; the ancients
§c an accoum, that he went as far as that part of ludia
. which borders upon Athiopis, and that he there left a
_copy of St. Matthew’s gofpel ; and they relate farther,
~ * that Paulinus, a man famous for his fkill in philofoplry,
and particalarly in the inftitution of the ftoics | haviag
embraced chriftianity, he in a devqut gad zealous ima-
tation of the apoftles, was inflamed withzea! to propagate
the faith of Chrift in thofe ealtern coantries, and-came -
- as far as India, meeting herc with fome that yet retained
the knowledge of Chrift, and found St. Matthew’s gofpel
written in Hebrew, left there as the tradition was by
St. Bartholomew, ane of the twelve apoftles, when he
preached the true {aith of thefe nations.~ - . |
After the labours of St."Bartholomew iin thefe parts
of the wotld; he retumed to the more weftetn and
northern countries of Alta ; at Hierapolis, in Phrygia,
we find nim in company with Philip, inftrucing tie
e iprabitant
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:3babitants 32 the principles of chriftiznity, aad convinci
thmo;'zﬁﬂy?dx&&hm&:ni&'u&ip; vlnchz
caraged the idelaters, he was defigued for mwartyi-
* dom at the fams time with Philip ; but wpon a fedden
ceavillion that the divine jufticc woald revenge their
desths, he was taken down and diimifled.
Hmitisyznbabk,tha:a&tt&i:.&m
}ven.tatol.):cw:'. His lait remove was to Albanople,”
1 Armmenia th: great, a mtierahly overgrocm
;i&jﬁm from wkich pltaﬁnght to reclam the -
claded - Tnis fo enraged the governcur of the
couriry, that he feareaced him to be cre3fhiced ; which
fome fay, be cheerfully fuffered, comiorting and
. Srming the coavert gertiks % the hit minute of
bf: ; {fome fay he wai credifi-d with his head 4
ward ; others afirm, that he was ffead alive before hi
cracifixion, a barbarity wfed both by the Perfians
hortible and 1nheman cruelty. - <

EEmy

g% LIFE ¢ St. ANDREW (A& Ahg
who <var braxd 12 a crefe, frim <chence be-preacbed

16 the geaple.
His Feftival is oblezvad, November 30.

ST. ANDREW was bora at Bethiaids, a city of
Galilee, -the fon of John or Jonas, a fifterman of
that town, and brother of Simon Peter ; he was broeght
up to his father’s trade, and was employed thereia, till
our blefled Saviour called him to another kind of
fthing.

]-fgntbebapti&hzvhghndyﬁfcnup in the Jewith
church, great moltitudes followed him to heas has
do&riazs and exhortations ; he khad alfo a nwnber of
{2ie@® dilciples, who more particulady accompanied
him ; ia the nuwber of which was our apadle St
Andiew, wwho was with him aveat Jordsn, Our Lond
coning that way, upon his approach ths baprift told
them, that this was the Bl:ffiad ; whereopon Andr:nwé
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and another diiciple followed our Saviour to tie place
of his abode : After fome difcourfe with him, Andrew
goes and acquaints his brother Simon, and both together
came to Chrift ; yet flaid not Jeng with him, but re-
iurned home and exercifed their calling for mere than 2
wear, till our holy Redeemer pafiing through Galilee,
fully fatisfied them of %is divinity, and commanced
them to follow him, which thoy did immadiately .
thortly  after, Andrew, tegether with tie red, was
chofen to be one of thofe that werz a0 he Chrift’s 1.
* mediate vicegerents for planting znd propagating the
chriftian faitk. Little elfe is_recorded of him in the
facred ftory, his afions being comprehcended in ih»
cneral account of the reft of the apottles. Our Lol
Ecing afcended.into heaven, and the apoftles difpcried
through all nations, to publith the everlafting gofpel,
fomic of the ancients relate, that Andrew travelled into
Seythia, where he continued for fome confiderable time,
going from one place to another, preaching the gofpei,
and fettling the churches, mecting in many places with
great troubles and oppofition ; hence in procels of tim=
he came to Byzantium (now calicd Conflantinopl:;
where he infiru@ted the inhabitants in the knowledge o:
the chriftian religion, and founded a church. |

After this he travelled through Thrace, Macedonia,
and Achaia, where for many years he cultivated the
true faith and at length camne to Patrea, a city ot
Achaia, where he gave his laft and great teftimony of
the verity of it, by laying down his life in its defence ;
of the manner of whdfe martyrdom fome authors give
the following aceount.

Agas, proconful of Afia, coming to Patrza, and
obferving that numbers of the people had embraced the
chriftian doftrine he endeavoured to reclaim them ;
whereupon the apoftle went to him, and expoftulated
with him about the matter, but the proconful derided
him as the propagator of a religion, the author and
publiiher whereof the Jews had infamoufly put to death
upon the crofs.

The apoftic from heace took occafion to demonfiraic

the
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the eveeliency and ceriainty of that religion, bot the-
governoar woold hear notking againft his own fuperiti-
tious and sdolatrous scordip ; and threatened him, that
af be did not offer facritice to his Pugaa idols, he thould
fulfer death upon the crofs, in confourity to the firft
broacher of that pew faith which ke profefled ; after
which be was commanded back to prifon. The next
day he was brought befere the proceniui; who perfuaded
him pot to lofc his life, and the pleafures of this wworld,
for an uncertain reward in another. The apoftle on
the contrary indified vpoa the foliy aad vaniry of all
wordly sujoymens, anc the certainty of a day of judg-
men, wh 1\ every men mel give an € accoont of all’
“be hath me in the bedy, whethe jt be good or
¢ whether it be evil;’ that if he did not ve In Jefin
Chinft, the Saviour of the world, he muft cestainly
endure eternal torments in heli,
This {0 enraged the proconful, that he told him he
meft either irflantly renounce his fond opinions, or elfe
bre fhould fuffer the grcateft torments that could be in-
fii&ted on him. g ‘ g |
'The apoft'e replicd, that he feared not his tortures,
aad did not doubt but Chrift would frevigthen him to
endare all manner of barbarity, rather thamw deny his
former profefion of the troe faith. The proconful then.
<cmmanded him to be feouried by feven officers, called
Tifrors, who fuccefively whipt his naked body ; bat
Ting Pre grewt patience and undauntedrefs under this.
razi ufage, he zuaman 'ed him to be crucified, but not
to be faitened with nzils, but tied with cords, that he
w:5it be the longer 1a dying, C
Beinz come within fight of the crofs, he heartily re.
.oiced, faying, that he long defired and expedted that
i:2ppy bhour, wherein he might bear teftimony to his
givrious and remowned Mafter : After having prayed
and ‘exhicrted the people to continue conflant in the
:aith, which he in his lifetime delivered to them, he
wos faftered to the crofs, whereon it is {aid he lun
ren doys, teaching znd indrucung the multitude ail the .
wirle, and csberimy them to (ufier cheerfully ‘_what-
pever

-—
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toever cruelties their enemies thould inflict upon them,

i they thould be called to besr witnefs to the truil.

In the mean time great importunity was ufed to the’
proconful to takcficr; down from the crofs ; but ths

blefled apoftie eaineftly begged of our Lord, that b

might at - this time feal the truth with his blood, anl-
God hecard his Praygrs and he” immediately expired,

Nov. 30, though in what year it is as uncertatn as thar

this account, given by Ecclefiaftical hiftorians, is to b

depended on. ~
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GH: LIFE of St. THOWMAS the Adpaftl, avkho
- vavas rom threegh with.a -lanse at Cormaudel 1a the
Eaft Indres. - . | S
*  His Feftival is obferved, December z1.
'FJ{E Jews, as we have obferved, ufed commonly
~ when travelling into other countries, or familiariy
conyerfing with the Greeks and Romans, to affume
themfelves a Greek cr Latin name of affinity, and
fomerimes of 1he- very fame fignificatior, with that or
their own country.- Thas St. Thomas, accordiag to
the Syriac import of his name, was calied Dydimes,
which bas the fame fignification.. The hiftory of the
gofpel takes no particular notice cither of his country
or fmdrcd His employment was a fitherman ; he
afterwards, together with- the reft, was called to the
apoitlefhip ; where not long after he gave an eminest
inftance of his heariy willingnefs to undergo the faddett
fate that might attend them ; for when the reft of the
apoitles diffuaded our Saviour from going to Judea, le%:
tke Jews {hould ftone him as they a little before bzd
attemapted ; St. Thomas dcfires them not to Lird ¢
Chrigt’s jouracy thither, though it might cot rhem
their lives ; probably concluding that inftead of raifing
Lazacus from the dead, they themfelves thoald be fent
with him to their own graves, fo that ke male unin
pious affetions, what ke feemed to want in the guick.
| nels

N
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nefs of his undcrftanding, not readily underfianding
fome of eur Lord’s difcourles, nor over forward to be-
licve, till he had occular demonftration of his refurrec-
tion. When our Savicur a little before his total fuffer-
1ngs, told his difciples, that-he was_going to prepare a
plaee for themw, which they might follow, as knowing
where it was, our apoftle roundly replied, that he
kuew. it not. ‘To which Chrift gives this fatisfatory
anfwer, ¢that he was the liviag way.” -

Our Lord being dead, his difciples were exceedingly
difiratted, between hepe and defpair about his refurrec-
tion; which engaged him the fooner to make his appear-
arce ; wherefore the very day whereon he arofe, he-
came into the houfe where they were met togethes,
though the doors were faft fhut for fear of the Jews,
At this meeting St. Thomas wasabfent, having probabiy
fever come iitorihicis comnany fince their difperfion in
the garden, whefe every one’s fears prompted them to
confult their own fafety. At his retarn the difciples
told him, thar the Lord had appeared to them, but he
obftinately retuicd to belicve that it was he, except he
might fec the very print of his nails, and feel the
wounds in his nce and hands ; his compaflionate Mafter
would not take advantage of the man’s refraftory un-
belief, but wpon that -day fe'nuight, as they were
folemnly met at their holy werthip, ke appéared o
ikem again, and calling Thomas, bid him look upon
his hands, and put his finger in the prnts of the nails,
and thruft his hand izto the hole of his fide, and thereby
ftrengthened his taith.. The apofile was quickly con-
vinced of his error, confefing that Le agcnowlcdgcd
nim to he his Lord and mafter.

" Our blefled Redeemer being afcended into Leaven,
and having eminently given gifts and miraculous powers
to the apdilcs, St. Thomas, moved thereby to divine
infpiration, 1s faid to have fent Thaddeus, one of the
feventy difciples, to Agharus, kingz of Edeffa, whom
hic cured of an inveterate diftemper, who converted
him and his fupje@ts to the chriftian faith. It is re-
corded, that the province alloted to St. Thom;s \;;as
A " Parthia
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farthia from whence be procceded to prcacn the gofpel
in Media, Perfia, Carmania, Hyrcania, BaQria, and
the ncighbonring nations. One of the ancients fays,

~ that in Perfia he met with the three wife men who came |

- that long journey out of the eaft to bring prefents to
our new born Saviour, whom he baptized, and took
along with him as his companions and affitants in
preacking the gofpel.  Hence he travelled into Zthio-

pia, and afterward came to India, where we zre told he

was afraid to have ventured himfelf, till he was en-
couraged bv a vifion, that affured him of the divine
prefence and protzttion. He travelled very far in the
eaftern couatries, till he- arrived- at the nation of the
Brachmans, preaching in all. places where he arrived,
and by the gentle methods, and the efficacy of the

chriftian dctrine, he reclaim e people from their -

blind fupcrftition and idolatry. The Portugals who in-

habit in thofe parts, relate, that St. Thomas came fir.

to Socatora, an ifland in the Arabian fea, where having
converted many, he travelled farther into the Eaft, and
having fuccefsfully planted the tree faith, returned
back to Cormondel, whereby Le began to ere& a place

for divine worfhip, till prohibited by ths prince and .

prict of the kingdom ; but the apofile having wrough:
feveral miracles, the work went on, and the fultan, or
king himfelf, embraced cbriftianity. 'The Brachmans
plainly perceiving that this progrefs of the gofpel would
¢ndanger theic intereft, and in time cxrirpate their

!

3
i

falfe religion, thought it high time to prevent éts fpread-

ing, and that it was abfolutely neceffary that the apodle -

thouid be taken out of the way ; there was a tomb not
far off the city, where St. Thomas ufed to retire to his
folitudes and private devctions ; thither the Brachmans
and their followers purfued him, and while he was
fervent in praver, firft affavited him with darts and

ftones, till cne of them coming nearer, ran him through’

with a lance.  His body was taken up by his difciples,
and buried in the chuich which he had lately ereQed.
While onc of the viceroyvs of Portugal refided in thofc
parts there were broughst him certain brafs tables, whofe

lnfcription
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-Ifcanot, that arch-tnaitor,

<29

inicription none could read, till at fength by v 0. -
2 Jew they wete fouad to contain only a donation made
by St. ThomasaS a ptece of greand for building a
church, . 'lhytdhlraﬁioucmﬁ found in St.
‘Thomas's chapel, whereon was engravea sa unintelligi--
ble charalter, which learned Dmaexca rendered to tﬁg
et ; that Thomas, a divine petfen, was fent to thofe
couptrics by the Son of God, in -the days of king
Sagamo, to infirec the inkabitants ia the knowledge
of the troe God; thet he built a church; and perform-
od admirable miracles, but at Jaft while ke was apon his

- koges offcfing his addrefles to heaven, he was thruft

‘ with a {word, and that this crofs was flaiced.

with kis blcod, and left as z. memorial of.thefe trapf~

-~ : ‘ o < )

9% LIFE of St. YUDE the apofile, wds war
B ot 19 death wnizh arrows.

His feaft is celebrated with St. Simor, -Otober #8,

THIS apoftle is mentioned by feveral names in the-

hiftery "of the l, namely, Jude, Thaldeus,-

and Yebbeus, it being ufnal in hely wric for the fame
pcrfontohavcmon'& er namcs thao one ; .the firft
was colmmon among thz jews, asbcing the name of one
of the twelve patriarchs of -their nanon, which, it is
thought, he changed afoun{x:i fo like that of Judas
which was very -odious and.

deteftable smong the chiifians ; and ealled himfelf
Thaddeus, a word of the very fame {ignification, and

Is fometimes filed Judas, the brother of James ; for

his name Lebbeas, -1¢ is derived from thc Hebrew word
which fiznifies 2 lion, alieding .to Jacob’s- prophefy,
¢ ‘That Judas thould be a jion, .&F¢/’

As to his parentage, he was one of our.Lond’s kia-
dred, -the fon of Joieph, and the brother of Jemes cke
lofs. We do not find when he was called o the apofile-
thip ; only tlat ke was enumerated among them ; ner
is any thing. particularly recorded of him af'e:w. rds)

more
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nice than one queftion which he propoutded to out
Saviour, who having told them what great things he
and his Father would do, and what particulas manifefta-
<ions he would make of himfelf to his difciples-and.
followers after his refarre@ion ; St. Jude, whefe
thoughts, as well as of the reft, were taken ap with the
e tion of a temporal kingdom of the Mefliah, not.
knowing how that could confift with the public felemini-
ty of the glorious Rate they looked fer, aked him,.
* What was the reafon that he would sanifeft himfelf to
¢ them, and not to the world I Our Loed replied,.
¢ That the world was nét capable of thofe divine mani-
s feftations, as being frangem and chemies to what
¢ fhould fir them for heiven :' That they were only
¢ good men, perfons of a divine temper of mind, and
¢ religlous obfervem of his laws and will, whom God
¢ would honour with thefe familiar converfes.’ :
Eufebius relates exprefsly, that foon after-our Loid’s
alcenfion, St. Thomas difpatched Thaddeus the apottle
to Agbarus, king of Edefls, where he healed difeafes,.
wrought miracles, expounded the'do&trine of chriftiani-
;‘7, and converted the king and the people -to they true:
ith; and wherd Agbarus offered” him rich gifts ‘and
prefents for his labour of love in the Lord, ke in-a
noble {fcom replied, ¢ That he had’ little reafon ®-re-
¢ ceive frent others what he had already relinquifked ;"

here he iv faid to have died’ peaceably, and to Neve beév -

moft hoaourably buried:; bue by the general coufenit of
the Latin clurch, he is faig to have tiavelled to Perfln, .
where after great fuscefs in Kis- cal miniltry for-
many years, fic was st laft, for his free and open re-
proving fuperftitious rites and ufages of the Magi,
cruelly ntardered, by being tied to a-ftake, and fhot to
death witharrows.  ~~ ~ ° o
That he was one- of the married difciples manifeftly

appears, becaufe Enfthius gives the following accowirt

of his grandfoms. Dbmitian, the bloody Roman tyramt,
whofe wickednefs liad awakened in Bim the quickeft
jealvufies, and made him fofpe& every one thathad but®
the Jea®t pr=terrce to be his corrival in the cmpi;e;_ being‘
NIOTME
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formed that fome of the line of David, azd Chrift's.
kindred did yet remain, two grand-children ot St. Jude,.
the brother of our Lord, were broagkt before him, who

having confcfied they were of the family and race of
David, he eagnired what eftate and pdfleffions they Lad,

wio t6ld him, ¢ They had oniy a few acres of land,

¢ out of the improvement whereof they paid kim tnbuee,

¢and maimained themfelves with their cwn bard labour,

¢as by the hardnefs of their hands did appear, which

¢ then they fhewed hiw.’ He then emquired of them

conceming Chnf, :nd what kind of a kingdom it wa:
his feliowers talked of, and when it would appear ? ‘They

rephied, ¢ That Chrift's kingdom was nct of this world,

“nor did- it coniift ir the grandear and dominiocs

¢ dgeteof ; ut that his was an heavenly and angelical

* kingdom, and would finally take place at the end of
¢ the world ; when, comiag in great glory, our Lord

*would judge the quick and the dead, and reward every

‘ onc according to their work.” The emperor judging

uy their fimplicity and meznaefs, that nc danger conld

2ccroe to hur, difmiffed them withoet any feverity 5
bowever, they were accoumed chriftian martgrs and

preferred to great employmenis-ia the reign of the

cmperor Trajan... ‘

S& jude left only one cpiitle cf catholic and univerfal
concern, infcribed at large to all chriltians ; it was fome-
ume betore it met with a general reception in che
chorch, bat was afterwards added to the fcripture
canon ; the aathor indced ftiles not kimfeli' an apoftle,
no more doth St. James nor St. Jchn, nor fomerimes
St. Paul himfelf ; why fhould he fare the worfe for
calling him.clf, The fervant of Jefus Chrift ? When he
might kave added, not only an apofile but the brothes of
our Lord. The defign ot his cpiltle s to preferve the
shrittians from being infefted with the loofe arnd
debauched principles vented by Simon Magus and his
followers, whofe wrctched doQrines and pr(lices he
brieily and elcgantly reprefents, who ougiit to be avoided
as pernicious fc?uccrs, left they fhould perifh with them
in that terrible vengeance which was ready to overtake
“hem. The
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The LIFE of St. SIMON 1h: Apofile, call:d

the Zealot, awbe avas crucifsed 1n Perfia.

His feftival is obferved with that of St. Jude, OQ. 22,

T. SIMON the apoftle was, as fome think, one of
the four brothers of oar Lard, fons.of Jofeph, by a
former marriage ; in the catalogue of the apoftles ke is
called Simon the Canaanite, as alfo Simon Zelotes, or
the Zealot ; probably from his alive warm temper, and
zraloss forwardnefs ia fome particular way- or profedion
of religion, before his coming to our Saviour ; for the
better underfianding this, we mult know, that there
was a difin(t fe& among <he Jews, callad the fe® cf
the Zealots ; they wete cameft affestors of the honcur
of the law, and the ftritnefs and purity of religion ;
infomach that they took npon themfelves -to queftion
motorious offenders, without flaying for the ordinary
formalities of the law, yea when the cafe required,
exccuting capital vengeance apon them ; sill ar length
their zeal degenerating into all manner of hicentiouf-
n2fs and extravagance, they not only became the pefls
of government at home, but opened a door for the
Romans to break in upon them, to their final and

irrecorerable ruin,
They were continually prompting the pecple to
throw off the Romaa yoke, and recover their native
liberty, and thereby bnnging all things into diforder
and confufior, made advantage to themlelves of thosic
commotions ; Jofephus the Jewith hiftorian, complaias
gricvoufly of them, and gives a large account of their
fedvrious praftices, and every where bewails their
villanies, as being the greateft plague to their ration -
Nay, whea jerufalem was clefely befie,ed by the
.Romans, ceafed not 10 create tumults and fa&:ions with.
in the city, and were indced the main caufe cf the
Jews ill foccefs in that fatal war, Tt is probable thae
all who went cnder the gation of this {e&, wz:e of this
ungodly and wretchird teinper. buc that fome of them
wer
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were of a morc fuder and peaceabie difpofition ; and =
it is not to be dowbted, but that owr Simon was one of
the fe@ in general, fo there is rezfon to believe he was
of the better fort, however, this mzkes a0 more a re-
leQien upon his being cailed to the apoftlethip, than it
Jid upon Str Matthew, who was befoic a pablican, or
St. Paul’s being a pharifce, and fo zealoufly perfecnting
the church of God.

Being invefted in the apoftolical office, ro farther
meatioa is made in the hiftory of the gafpel, concern-
ing what the apefties did, till their difpetfion vp and
down the world, and he then doubtlefs apglied himfa!f
to the perfermance of his office and chasge. He s
{aid to have dire@ed his travels toward Egypt ; thence
to Cyrene and Afnica, and throughcet Mauritania, and
all Lybia, preaching the gofpel in thefe remete and
barharcus courntried ; nor could the coldnefs of the
chimate benumb his zcal, or hinder himfelf from thip-
ping him{elt over to thofe northern parti of the worid,
yea, even t> Britain itfelf, where he is faid to have
preached the goif’fel, ‘and wrongkt many mizacles ; and
afterwards in defiance of ali the tronbles and difficuitics
which ke undeswent, {uffzred martyrdom for the faith
of Chrift, being cruciiied by the infidels in the eatern
ccuatyy, and buried with them. -

Others indeed affirm, that after he had preached the
zofpel in Egypt, he weat into Mcfopotam:ia, where ke
et with St. Jude the apoftic, 2sd acrormpanied him in
his joaraey to Pzvfa, where having gained a confidera-
his harveft to the chriftian faith, they were both crown-
cd with martyrdom ; but it is the opinion of learned
smen, that this azcount hath mo clear foundaticn in
anticuity to build vpon.

TFe
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Tde LIFE of St MATTHIAS, e «rs:
Ja1d 19 bave been £rf foued, cnd iben becead.d.

His Memory is celebrated, Febroary »4.

ARTICULAR remarks conceriag St. Matthizsare

ot to be expeled from the hiftory of che gofpe:,
he ot being an apoftle of the srfteleCion. He was
one of ous Lords difciples, aod probasly one of the
fcveaty that had attended kim in the whole courfe oz
his public miniftry, and after his decexfe was eletted
isto the apoftleftap, upon this ocsafion ; Judas licatiet,
who had beea enc of the tweive immediatelr calied be
Chinf, o be one of the intimice diiciples, ccually
cmpawered, and commitioned with the wet 10 proach
and work miracles, and yet all tais while was a man o
vile and corrupt defigrs, bramded with no meane:
character than thief and murderer, proflituting religion.
and the honour of his offiee to covetoufnels, and cri!
ats, which bafe temper betrayed him, as in the iffue,
to the moft fatal end, o to the moft defperate attempt :
yea, to the mo#t prodigious impicty that ever the wun
f.onc gpen, namely, betraying of his inpocent
lord and Matler, into the hands of bis cruei enemies ;
but afterward awakened with the horror of the fac,
his confcience afisulted him & feverely, that not able
to bear under the furious revenges of his own mind, be
t:;c; refted till he had difpatched hismfelf by a violen:

th.

A vacancy being chus made, the £r% thing they did
after their return from Mount Olkivet, where oar Lord
took his leave of them 10 go to Sr. John's hcufe in
>ior; was to fill :g tbe number with a proper perfon,
two were propounded in order to the choice, Jofeph
called Barfabes, and Matthias: The way. of election was
by lot, according to the uiual cuftom of the Jews in
doubtful cafes ; the lots being put in, Matthias’s name
was drawn out, and he theseby digrifv’d with the

. apoftolica?
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1poalical office. Not long after the promifed powers
the

of the Holy Ghift were confe n les w
F3alfy taem for that great and dificult employment,

a which were fcut ; and among the refl St
Maekiag hcﬂoq:yc& the fir fraits of his mniftiry in the -
Frovince of Judes, whers haring reaped a confiderable
-arvett, ke betcok himfelf to other countries; one
wrics, that he preached the gofpel in Macedonis,
where the gentiles, to make an experiment of his faith
and integnity, gave him a poifonous and intoxicating
posfon, which be cheerfully drank .off in the name of
Chzift, wthout the leaft prejudice to himfelf ; and the
fame poifon hsvisg deprived an bundred and fifty of
their fight, by Lis laying his hand upon them, recovered
them agai :

The Greeks with more probability, rt him to
rave travelled eaftward, fome fzy to Lthx:gc 12, the in.
habitanre where be came, were very wild mf barbarous;
and £s 2fage amongil themn was accordingly ; for here
mesung with a people of ficree and unuattable humour,
be was treated by them with great inbumanity ; from
wwhom after a!ll his labours ava fufferings, a2 numerous
converfion of perfons to chriftianity, he obtained at laft
the crown of martyrdom, in e fixty firft year from
cur Lord’s rativity. |

There is Little certainty of the manner of his death ;
fome writers of reputation report, Yhat he died at 2
place calied Sebaftopie, and that he was buried near the
tcinple of the fun. Anotker felates, That he was
feized by the Jews, and as a blafphemer, to have been
frft ftozed, and then beheaded. But the Greeks and
other antiquaries writes, Tharhe was crucified, and that
his body was preferved z long time at )erufalem, fup-
peied 20 have been tranflated oy the devotion of Lelena,
mother to Conftantice the Great, to Rome ; where
fome parts of it are prewrnded to be fhewn with great
venciation ; though others with as much fiercenefs con-
tend, that his rclicgks are brought to, aad are ftill pre-
ferved in Triresin Germany. His memory is celebrated
“in the wefern churches, Yeh, 24.  Among many cthe:

apocryphal




St. BARNABA S, ,,,7‘[

apocryphal writings attributed to the apoftles, there .
was a g: fpel publifhed uader the name of St. Matthias,
mentioned by Efebius, and condemned with the rcf,
by Goinfius bithop of Rome, as it had been rejelted by
others betore him. Under his name alfo, there was
extaat, traditions cited by Cl:mens of Alexandria,
from whence doubtlets the Nicolaitans publithed many
vile and fcandalous doctrines, and the Marcicnites and
Valentinians under the pretended patroraze of hisname,
defended fome of the moft abfurd ard iripious cpinions.

<*

e

The LIFE £ St. BARN ABAS, the Apofie
of the Gentilesy, acko awas fiomed by b Fews a?
Salamais.

His Feftival is obferved, Jurne r:.

F. was firlt named Jofess or Jofe i, aut nltereatas

Barnabvas, which fignmfies, ¢ The {0 ot o Taive
‘ tion,” given him Ly the apofties, Lecavic = not -
fingular gift and art in comtoriing thr weos .- b oot
reprefented in the holy writ, as a2 jwrion ¢ a o owe.
palfionate, mild and ezty temyer, verv reatv 1 faraiva
injuries, yet of a majsitic znd aefai cornizge, oo
manding refpect and revercace : he wasa lew of the
tribe of Levi, and is reconsd 1o be the priacipalet'
feventy difciples.  Afisr cur Lerd's afeenticn, po:
ing that the nccefities uf the churches req:xir':;g r
-he fold an ciioze wiih he Lad i the Lle of Uvpros,
and brought the whoiz price ta Le diftribaced by ¢ -
apoftles, to thote th:: were nuoit indigent, wnd in want
this praftice was foliowea by reversi ~taer chriftizns s
that timc, none of iicin thitkinr it “.% or reafonalls
for themielves to live in pier:y whiie their brethren
were reduced to ftraits for want of the converiences <t
this life, and thcrefore had ali things it common
wherein the charity of Barzabas was very rewarh abie.
his citate being much larger than any of the reat, wi o
gave -the firft example of charity and ¢ .mtv 0 te
church.. ) '

. -
S U
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After the fale o7 nis sftate, he made Lis refidence in
derafalem, whither Pacl coming three years after his
coaverfion, the apofties denicd thein admitiance into
their fociety, who had been fuch a turious periccutor of
the chriftians, ard made his name terrible among them.
Eut Barnabas took him, and urcoght him to the apoitlcs,
and declared wnto thew, tew Le had feen the Lord on
tiie way, and how he liad fpoken to him, and that he
bad preached buidly wi Damareus, in tie name of
Jefus ; whereupon ! ¢ w.is received intc thcirfollowﬂ;ip,
and ke was with them, coming in and going gut at
Yerufalem, aflerting o the Tews, that Jefus was the true-
Meffiah, by which he fo enraged the Jews called
Helemifts, that they confpired to take away his life.

Some years after, fome chriftian Jews fled from the
perfecution that was raifed at Jernialem, about St
Stephen : Now when they were in the church of
Antioch, as they miniftred to the Lord, the Holy
Ghott fatd, ¢ Separate me Barnabas zod Snnl, for the
¢ work whereto I have called them ;’ fo when they had
fafied and prayed, and Liid their bands on them, they
fent them away. Parnahas coming to Astioch, to fet
things in order, upon his arrival, beheld with great joy,
the great progrefs of the gofpel among them, and ex-
horting thcm to continue ftedfatt in the truth and
voftrines of chrittianity, confirmed many therein; he
<:terward fent for Paul to Antioch, to affift him in the
: "opagation of the goipel ; and he with Paul carricd
ite contributions of the, chriftians of Antioch to
lcrufalem : At length upon fome difference about
citcumcifiun, they were fcparated, Barnabas failing to
Cypras, and Paul to Syria and Cilicia, but they were
asterward tully reconciied, retaining theic chritiancharity
and love pae :0 2nother, and to the fouls of their brethren,
and then parted by diftant regions from each other.

Some of the ancients write, ‘That he contix.mcd ull
R.s death in Cyprus, but preacied the gefpel in other
places, and was fent by him to Corinth, o?hng with
Titus. He was a prophet and a teacher, of whom the
ccagci! of the apoftles gave this chazaer, that he was

a



mol have hved ull aites the dedruction of Jerufalem,
which was foveaty years after the birth of our Saviour ;-
and is bave fuffered martyrdom, veing
floacd to death by the Jews at Salamis, and te have

T% LIFE of St. PAUL, avbe 2vas bcheaded

at Rsme, by Nero, th: Romavw tyraxs.

His Feaft is celebrazed, Janvary z5.
T. PAUL was bom at Tarfus, the Metropclis 6f
Cilicia, a city very rich, with an acsdemy and
fchools fqr polite dearning and Philofophy ; his parens
were Jews, of the tribe of Benjamiz. the ycunged fon
of the okl parriarch, Jacob, who thus propheriad of hiz,
¢ Benjamin fhall raven as 2 wolf ; in tie moming he
¢ thall devoor the ptev, and at nigh: ke thall divide the
*fpoil ;* -this pmpgwcd character Tertalian and cthers
atter him will have to be accomplithed in oor apoftic ;
*as the raveneus wolf ip the moming, devouring the
¢ prey ;° that #s, a perfecutor of the church in the fini
part of his hife, deftroying the flock of God ; ¢and in
‘ the evening dividing the fpoil ;* that is, in his declined
and redoced age, a doftor of the nation, feeding and

diftribu:iag to Chrift’s theep. -
_ In his youth he was educated at Tarfus being fully
wftruited in the fchools, in all liberal ar:. an3 fcience
whereby he became asqaainted with all fore, ;o leaiaing ;

and
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and the Jews having a maxim, ¢ That he who learns not
¢ his fon 2 trade, teacheth him to be a thief,’ he was
bred a tent-miker, and therefore in the wtitings of the
Rabbics, they were generally nominated by their call-
mgs, as ¢ Rabbi Jofes the tanner, Rabbi Joche-an the
¢ fhoc-makery Rabbi-Juda the baker ;' they daily working
at their trades, to maintain themfelves with their own
hands : Having laid foundations of human learning at
Tarfus, he was (cnt by his parents to Jerufaiem, to be
-E:g)&cd in the ftudy of the law, under the tutclage of
t' Gamalicl, the fon of that Simeon, who it is
thought came into the temple and took Chrit into his
arms. Gamaliel was prefident of the court of the San.
Bedrim, and do@or of the civil law, who made that’
wife and excellent {peech; -in behslf of the apoRtles and
their doftrine ; nay, he is faid to be a chriftian, and his
fitting in that great council is connived at by the apoftles,
that he ight the better favour their affairs, ong
the various fets of the Jewith church, he was efpecially
educated in the principles and inftitutions of the phari.
fees, who were exceffively.proud and infolent, cenfuring
whofoever was not of their way, as reprobates ; counting
none pious bat themfelves, and that all others were fons
of the earth : Probably Paul might be of a better
principle than fome others, however, he could not
cndure contradi®ion nor novelty in religion, and
therefore when the Jews -put St. Stephen to death,
ke ftood by, and kept the clothes of his executioners,
and thereby loudly prociaimed his confent to his mar-
tyrdom. , :

The ftoxm thus began. a violeht perfecution of the
chriftians began at Jeryialem, wherein our apoftle was
a prime agent, being employed by the high prieft, to
huut and find out thefe new heretics, who preached
agdinft the law of Mofes ; getting a warrant from the

. Sanhedrim, to 2o and difturo the grnagoguq at Damaf-

| cas, whither many of the poor diftreffed chriftians were
I Hed. But God defigning him for wosk of another

“nature, ftopt him in his journey, as we sead at large
1o the a2 of the 2poftles, as likewife of his travels 1o
- Paleftine:



- Sv. PAUL E3

Paleltine and adjacent countries, and his dangerous
4 to Rome.

: hecametokom,beacqmintcdthejeﬁﬁ‘

i

cénﬁﬁoxy,mzthonghhehadbeenmdmcme; |

yet he was deiivered ;ato the hands Roman gov-

crmours, anly for his conftantly aflerting the refusraética -

of the dzad, which was the hope of every true Ifraelite.

They replied, ¢ That they had received ro advice con- -

¢ cerning his religion which was every where decryed
4 both by the Jewsand gestiks.” At a day appointed
he difcourfed to them from moming to night, con-
cerning the doftrine of the holy Jefus, yet fome per-
fiticg in their infidelity, be told them plainly, ¢ That
¢ henceforth he would turn his preaching to the gentiles,
¢ who would be glad to accept what they had fcornfully
¢ rejelted.’ : | : ~
He was dlled by two names, one Hebrew, the
other Latin, probably referring both to his Jewith and
Reman capacity and relation ; Saul was 2 name common
in the tnbe of Benjamin ever fince the sk king of
Ifrsel, who was chofen out of that tribe, in memory
whercof they fo named their children at their circum-
cifion. His other was Paul, aflumed by him, as fome
think at his converfion, to denote his humility ; and
others, that it was in memory of his converting Sergius
Paulus, he Roman goveraour to the chriftian faith. .
After this he was brought to his firft hearing before
the Roman emperor, where thofe friends whick he
expetted thould ftand by him plainly deferting him, but
Ged food by him and encouraged him. 'Two ysars he
preached at Rome, in his own hired houfe, convertin
fome of all ranks and qualities, yea, feveral belonging
to the court itfclf ; here he met with Peter, and they
were both together thrown into prifon, upon the pesfe-
cution raifed againft the chriftians, under pretence they
had fired the city, though it was done by Nero’s fpgcial
command. Some of the ancients make him engaged
with Peter in procuring the fall of that miferable wretch
Simon Magus, which ftirred up the emperor’s implacable
rage and fury againft him. Anaother writes, that havin%
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converted one of Nero’s concubines, of whom he was
extrersely fond, and reduced her to a life of much
&riQnefs and chafticy, fo that fhe abfolotely refufed to
comply with the emperor’s wanton and impare embraces ;
he tlicrcupon treated the apoftle outrageoufly, calling
kim impoftor, and a'pecverte: of his fubjedts ; giving
orders ti:at he thould be fent to prifon ; but underftand-
ing that he fill continued to perfuade the lady ; who
vibted him, to continue in her chuftian and pious
tefclotion, he comnfanded himn to Be put tc death, As
- 3'Romaa citizen, he was exempied from fcourging, as
malefators ufed to be tefore their execaticn ; to which -
when he was led, he is faid to have converted three of
the foldiers who guarded him, and within a few days after,
by the emperor’s command, became martyrs for the
faith, Being come to the place, about three miles from
Rome, he cgccrfuily gave his neck to the fatal ftroke ;
srucifying being too infamouns a death for ary but the
worit of flaves ; beheading being counted a more nobie
kind of death amongft moit nations. a

Tradition reported, (which many of the fathers verify)
that when he was beheaded, a liquor more like milk
than blood iffued from his veins, and fpouted upon the
clothes of the executioner, which St, Chryfoftom faith
became the means of his converfion, with many others
to the faith : He adds that the apoftle fuffered martyrdom
in the fixty eighth year of his age, and Conftantine built
a ftately church to bis memory, where his remains were
buried about two hundred years after.
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