A .
\

Y
L

DELIVERED e
At the THIRD PARISI!

hae SYEUSIIN

NEWBURY,
On the il of Mav, 1753,
Qccafioned by the Rariricarion
O ¥
A TREATY or PEACE,
Between GREAT-BRITAIY,

& N D

The UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

By David Tappan, A. M.

Pastor of the Crurcen 1 faid Purith,

S A L. E M

Frinted by Samuver awne, near the Court-Houle,
MDCCLXXXUIL

T -

N TR \\
DISCOURGSE

i o




[ 5 1

PR > -

4 DISCOURSE, &

FRIENDS axp FELLOW.COUNTRYMEN,

HILYX T vent the fulnefs of my heart in the
fincereft congratulations of you and myl«if, and
onr common country, on the arrival of the aufpicious day,
which gives confirned Sovereignty and Independence to
confederate America, and pours into her bofom the blefl-
“ings of a fafe, advantageous, honorable PEACE, the
charms of which are vaflly heightened and endeared to us
by the horrid contraft of an eight years’ cruel War j—
permit me at the fame time to remind you, that the pro-
fefled defign of this folemn affembly fhould give a religious
diretion to our common joy, and confecrate it into the
livelieft gratitude to that SUPREME POWER,
who at once ftiles himfelf a MAN OF WAR, and the
GOD OF PEACE. That the rapture of our hearts
on fo glorious an occafton may be thus guided into 4 holy
channel, and ¢levated into a pious tranfport of God-exalt-
ing adoration and thankfgiving—let us turn our con-
templations to a noble pattern of this kind in the grateful,
cxulting Jews, on their liberation from the Babylonith
captivity, as we have 1t exhibited in the

126 PS A LM, 3 firlt Verles,
## WHEN the Lord turned again the captivity of

¢« Zion, we were like thein that drcam.  Then was
¢ our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongye
¢ with finging : then faid they among the Heatﬁé,
the T.ord hath done great things for them. The

Lord hath done great things tor us, whereof we
¢ are glad.”

& S the deliverance here cclebrate 'y the church of
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God, was the moft illuftrious ot any in the Old-
Teltament annals, and a moft rerarkable type of

our {piritual redemption by the Meffiah ; as many of its
leading




L 6]

leading circumftances bear a ftriking fimilarity to thofe
which have diftinguithed acd digniticd the falvation of
united Amecrica ; and as their {cntiments and acknowe-
ledgments upon it are fuch as remarkably fuit and become
every American heart and tongue on the prefcnt occafion 3
— lct us therefore run over the affe@ing px&urc which
they themfelves give of the matter in the words now read :
—in which they relate in the firft plece the pleafing, over-
whelming surprise that feized their minds on firft re-
ceiving the glorious tidings—*¢ When the Lord turned
again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream”
—As if they had faid,—¢¢ The deliverance was fo great
and glorious ia itfclf, fo aftonifhing in its circumftances,
fo fudden in its accomplifhment, fo uncxpeted and im-
probable in every human view, fo far above our higheit
ideas and hopes, {o oppofite to our jult deferts and appre-
hcnﬁons-——that we could fcarce credit the teltimony of
our own fenfes, and were ready to imagine the news of
liberty no better than the plealing dream of a tranfported,
deluded fancy, or the airy, bafclefs fabrick of a midnight
vifion.”” So Peter, when a celeftial meflenger knocked
off his prifon-chains, and brought him forth to liberty,
was at firft fo furprifed at the fuddcn, extraordinary deli-
verance, that he could not believe it to be a wakmg reahty,
but unly a vifionary pi€ture painted on his imagination,—
And doubtlefs the firlt 1deas and feelings of many an
American heart, on the news of the cquitablc, liberal
treaty of peace, ratificd between Britain and thefe Sove-
reign States, were nearly coincident with this defcription :
—for, the improbability of the hanghty Monarch and
Court of Britain’s ever {ubmitting, (at leaft at prefent, )
to fuch mortifying conceflicns, e{pecially of their adopting
fo generous a {yftem of policy, fo contraditory to the
narrow, deceitful, underhanded, cruel politics, which,
before, they had uniformly purfucd towards this country ;
—the difappointment of our fanguine profpe&@s of pacifi-
cation, in fome former flages of this contcit ;—the long
continuance of our diltrefles ;—the vilible growing dege-
neracy and wickednefs of America, under the judgments
of Heaven, fent and fo long continued for her correction
and reformation *—thefe, and many other difcouraging
idca‘.
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ileas, combined their influence to render the gloricus
tidings of peace a very furprifing, unexpe&ied, overwhelm.
ing found in the ecars of many fober Americans—a found
tvo grand, good, joyful, to gain their ready confident
belict—¢¢ ‘Their rapture feem’d a pleafing dream, the
grace appear’d fo great.”

“ ‘Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our
rongue with finging’’—The furprife of fuch a deliverance
produced an extafy of joy ; fo that we could {carce reftrain
our paflions or our tongues within the bounds of decency
or decorum. ¢ Then faid they among the Heathen, the
Lerd hath done great thiags for them.” Thofe Heathen
neighbours, who had obferved and infulted the dittrefled,
abjet ftate of thefe captive exiles, were now conitrained
to own the fuperintending, triumphant power, wifdom and
goodnefs of Jehovah, in their furprifing deliverance—in
refcuing his fecble Ifrael outsof the hands of their mighty
oppreflors, when they were without friends, without re-
fources, without any enlivening hope or {pirit—in raifing
up for them in this fituation, and effe€ting their inftant
deliverance by a moft unlikely inftrument indeed, a Pagan,
idolatrous Monarch, a ftranger and an enemy both by
nation and religion, the King of that very empire, which
held them in fervitude as its legal, conquered captives,
and cfteemed and treated them as the loweft dregs of
mankind !—that {fuch a Trince, without any human {oli-
citation, without, yea, contrary to, any of the ufual mo-
tives of human policy, fhould proclaim the remains of
poor, opprefled Ifracl, a free and independent nation, and
furnith them, out of his own treafures, with every requifite
for the re-eftablithment and fecure e¢njoyment of their
ancient privileges in their own land—this was fuch a
fpettacle of divine wonders in behalf of that people, as
extorted a confeffion from the moft ftupid idolaters, that
Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, was far fuperior to their idol-
deities.— Juft fo, my brethren, the fuccefsful ftruggles of
opprefled America, 3t firft a feeble, naked, friendlefs in-
fant, againit the gigantic power of Britain, a nation then
refpectable and terrible to all the world for military prow-
efs, ftrength and glory,—have difplayed an augult fpeétacle
of divine manifeftations in our favour, which commands

the
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the admiring attention of the worid—All Europe, whe-
ther Popifh or Proteftant, Chriitian or Infidel, has be-
held the advancing ftages of this conteft with growing
aftonithment :—and while our wonderful fuccefs has given
a luftre and dignity to our national character in the eyes
of mankind, I doubt not but all fober obfcrvers, and, one
would think, all that are not abandoned Atheiits, are
conftiained to fay, the Lord hath done great things for
America. Even the poor Indian favages around us, could
make this remark on fome great vittory or deliverance
granted to our pious, praying fathcers—¢ Your God muft
be a very great and good Spirit, to hear and anfwer your
prayers in fo furprifing % manner !”’—If then Heathens,
idolaters and fcoffers are compelled to own a Superior
Hand in thefe great events, with what eager, grateful
tranfport fhould thofe, in whofe behalf they are wrought,
reply as in the next verfe—% The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad’”’—He hath done great
things For us—Our Heathen neighbours are only cool
{pe&ators, but we are the feeling, happy fubje@s of the
furprifing mercy—¢¢ whereof we are glad’’ :—our neigh.
bours are ftruck with amazement, and fome of them filled
with rage and vexation ; but wc are filled with grateful
joy—a ioy proportioned to the greatnefs of the blefling,
and the evidence we have that it flows from a God that is
reconciled,and in friendfhip with his now penitent, puri-
fied, reformed Ifrael. As I mean to make the pious
afcription in this third verfe, the principal bafis of the
enfuing part of my difcourfe, I thall accordingly attempt
to thew,

FIRST, When the interpofitions of Jchovah in favour
of his people may be ftiled great, or what it is that ftamps
them with this high charaéter : which will paturally
bring into view the principal events which have introduced
and eftablithed the American revolution. And then,

SECONDLY, Point out and enforce the manner, in
which the happy fubje@s of fuch great divine manifeita-
tions, fhould entertain and improve them.

Refpeéting the First Heap, I would premife, that a¥
the works of Jehovah are great, as being the produéts and
difplays of infinite perfection, and dzfigned and adapted

to




to fome very grand and exccllent end i—particularly, all
his a&s of kindnefs to any of our fallen fpecies, are the
fruits of a benevolence znﬁmtd) great, prompting and
co-operating with equal knowle ige and power.  But
though all God’s benevolent works are in this refpet
equal, as proceeding from the fame efficient and impulfive
Caufe, yet the eflcéts hereof, as terminating upon, and
difplaying the divine goodunefs and other attributes to the
view of the creature, are almolt icfinitely diverfified : and
in this view, fome of the kind difpenfations of Heaven are
vaftly, uni} cahbl) greater than cthers.  For inftance,
thofe fiuits of divine goodnefs, which have a very great
intrinfic worth—which carry in them a deliverance, or
fecurity from very great and termible evils, and a compli-
cation of many pomne bleflings—which promife very
durable advauteges, or dvaw after them a long feries of
beneficial confcqmncea- which embrace great numbers of
perfons as joint-fharers in the important benefit-——which
triumph over mighty obftacles that lie in their woy—
which are conferred in an uncommon, unexpefted, fudden,
improbable, or peculiarly fecafonable manner ;—fuch ope-
rations or ¢ffcéts of divine gooduefs, may be fhiled great
in an emphatical and moft glorious fenfe. There was a
fignal concurrence of many of thefe heightening circum-
ftances attending the liberation of the Jewith captives ce-
lebrated in the text. But the divine manifeltations in
favour of thefe United States, in which we this day re-
joice, are eminently marked with a// thefe dignifyin
charaters —For the benefits granted, poflefe a vait z'r:/rz'qﬁg;-
v’ ing no lefs than iNpErENDENT LiBERTY, both
civia ad religious ; the confirmed power of choofing our
own government and worfhip, of enaéting our own laws,
of acquiring and enjoying our own property, of regulating
and extending our cwn commerce, and, in a word, of
fecurely and peacealny enjoying the molt valuable tempo-
ral bleflings and fpiritual pnv:]egcs, in the greateft and
belt country in the woild | Will any fon or daughter of
£imerica, in the view of thefe precious gifts, now ratified
to us by Heaven, venture to {peak in a contemptuous or
murmuxmg tonc, of the iffue of our long ftruggle with

Tyranny, as if we had reaped no other harveft from it,
B than
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than the lofs of 2 great deal of our choiceft blood, and an
infupportable weight cf dcbt and of taxes for many years
to come ?—Dut what, my fricuds, are thefe facrifices and
inconvenicnces, comparcd with thofe terrible evils, from
which ¥lcaven, by this confliét, has delivered and fecured
us >—compared with unconditional fubmiffion to a foreign
legiflature in all cajis avlotficocr, which was exprefsly de-
manded by the Britith Parliament, and attempted to be
erforced by the whole military power of the nation—a
demand, which, at one ftroke, anaihilated the very foun.
dation of liberty in this ccuntry, and placed her in the
loweft, bafuit ftate of vaTalage, without leaving to her the
Yeaft right or property ia any inftance whatever I' And as
complete fervitude muft have been the immediate effe& of
a paflive, non-relifting fubmiffion to this defpotic claim ;
fo if Heaven Lad permitted them to feduce or conquer us
into this fudbjcétion, after refilting them with our arms,
the confequences muft have been ftill more infupportably
dreadful :—for a conqueft would at once have made the
Court of Britain both lords and landlords of this whole
continent : and while our principal leaders, in the cabinet
and ficld, would have been doomed to the block, or the
gallows, the reft of us, with our children, down perhaps
to late pofterity, muft have been humble, cringing tenants
and flaves, hcwers of wood and drawers of water, to the
haughty minions of Britith power ! Let us ferioufly con-
template, my brethren, thefe tremendous evils, which we
had fo much reafon to fcar, together with thofe we have
altually felt from the difappointed ambition and cruelty
of our foes :—let our thoughts take a range through theic
polluted prifon-thips, and other murderous places of con-
finement, which have flain fo many of our deferving fons—
let us vifit the many populous towns wantonly confumed,
with the vaft amount of property pillaged or deftroyed,
by their hauds, with the many other traces of a bafe,
vindi&ive f{pirit, which has marked their condu& towards
us :—let us caft a retrofpe@ive eyc on the many awful
fcenes of blood and carnage, of havock and depredation,
with the long train of evils, both natural and moral, which
compofe War’s gloomy rctinue ;—and then {ay, whether
that event which puts a period to ail thefe diftreflcs, liarc-

rils,
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rils, and fears, which anchors our political fhip in the
harbour of fecurity and peace, after having {o long cn-
countered the rage of fo tempefluous a fea,—is not a very
great and capital mercy of Heaven !—a merey unfpeak-
ably enhanced and fweetned by the long and gloomy fcen<s
of trouble which have precedod and introduced it |—A
mercy too of a very coumplicatzd kind, not only as it faves
us from fuch a complieation of evils, but as 1t carries
its bowels, or naturaily draws after it, a long chain of
important pofiiive bhﬂ*ner, of extenfivr and pumanmt ad-
vantages.—For befides the ufual fweets and benefits of
peace, accompanied with freu‘om, in the full {fcope and
animating encourazement it gnu. to indullry, to arts, to
{cience, to every noble, advantageous employment, im-
provement, and gratification of life—bcfides thefe, the
peaceful ettabliiment of our liberty and independence
opens to us far more extenfive and glorious profpedts—it
prefents us with a fair opportunity, with the nobleft in-
ducements aud advantages, for converting this immenfe
northern continent into a feat of knowledge and freedom,
of agriculture and coramerce, of ufcful arts and manu.
fa&urcs, of Chriftian piety and virtue, and thus makmg'
it an inviting and comfortable abode for many millions of
the human fpecies, an afylnm for the injured and opprefled
7in all parts of the globe, the delight of God and good
men, the joy and praife of the whole carth, foaring ou
the wings of literature, wealth, population, 1cl|f'rxon, vir-
tue, and every thing that 1s excellent and happ), to a
greater height of perfeétion and glory than the world has
ever yet fcen.—It likewife opens a door for an exteafive
commercial intercourfe between us and all nations, and
dirc&tly leads to a rapid increafe of it among the various
parts of the world : which is not orly an inexhauftible
fource of wealth and opnlence, but tends to expand the
human mind, to introduce a reciprocation of good offices
and bencfits, ¢¢ a general knowledge of wants, and the
means of {upplying them, an experimental acquaintance
with the neceflity and beauty of hofpitality, 2n univerfal
enlargement of the habits of thinking,” more rational
ideas and a more liberal adininiftration of civil govern-
ment, a better knowledge and ridifh of the facred rights
of
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of humanity ; all which ¢i:ccily conduce to humanize,
refine, and exalt the humon rind and m: anners, and carry
forward mankind to greater perfcction and hoppinefs than
have yct becn attained.—Our late cenvulfion, with its
prefent happy termination, t:nds to wake up aud encou.
_rage the dormant flame of liberty in all quartzrs of the
earth ; to rouze up an opprefled, enflaved world from
that ftupor which has fo long benumbed it—to rouze it
to a due inquiry into the natwial rights of men, and 1ts
own difgraceful and wretched fituation 1u tamely {ubmit-
ting to the deprivation of them 5 to open the eyes of kings
and fubjeds to the true priuciples of liberty and_‘uﬁlcc,
and to the abfurdity and iniquity of tyranny and perfe.
cution in all thcir forms 3 and thus to lcad mankind to
a manly aflertion, and a happy recovery and re-c(tablith-
ment of their civil and religious rights 3 and hereby open
and preparc their minds for the more eafy reception of
the truth and grace of the gofpel.—Accordingly, every
wheel of Providence feems to be now in motio» to haften
on the downfal of tyranny, of Popifh fuperflition and bi-
gotry, and promote the caufe of frecdom, knowledge and
truth :—The deftruction of th: whole order of the ]efults,
who were the main prop of the Papal power ; the aboli-
tion of perfecution in many Europcan LOll!ltll(%‘, paiticu-
larly in France, where the prefent truly great and gene-
rous Monarch has placed the Proteflants on an equal foot-
ing with his other fubics; and in Gernmany, where liberty
of conlcience is grantc s to all peaccable fubjcits, of every
denomination ; the downfal of the hedlith Inquifition in
Sprn, and the hlicaal autlitutions which begin to take
piace in that country, fo remarkable, hitherto, for a blind,
narrow, furious, perfecuting bigotry ; the fecret contempt,
1n which almoft all the Jvarned and more knowing, in Po-
P th countries, are faid to hoid the abfurditics and fool-
crics of that religion ; the rapid progrefs of knowledge,
a:nd a fpirit of fice inquiry, of late ycars, over the earth ;
—:h.f¢ and other fimilar events form a grand chain of
P.ovidence, in which the Aincrican Revolution is a prin.
cipal link—a chain, which is gradually drawing after it
the mofl glorxous confequences to mankind ; which is
haftening on the accomplitiment of the furqmuc prophe-
cics
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cies relative to the Alillnial State, the galden age of the
church and world in the lutter days.—Ilow maguincently
great do the works of Jehovuh towards Awmerica appear,
when viewed in this light | What complicated, cxtended,
latting advantages fcem to be wrapped up 1n them, not
only to many millions in this Wettern World, but to
countlefs mulutudes, as we trutl, 1o varous parts of the
globe !

It we go on to apply the other characters of greatnefs
enumerated above, relating to the manner in which di-
vinc favours are conferred, or deliverances wrought, we
find them all cmphatically verified in God’s giacious ma-
nifcitations towards America.  Tor was it not 2 very un-
common, unexpected, unhkely fpectacle, to fee Heaven
not only raifc up and infpirit as it were an infaut from its
cradle, to encounter a mighty, armed giant, but to guide,
aid, and fucceed its untaught, feeble L{iuxts, and lndeUdtC,
confound, baffle its boafling, torrible antagonift, in a man-
ner almoft unparalleled 1n Lhc annals of the word {f Was
1t not an extraordinary phenomanon w the political warld,
for fo many diftinét and diftant ltates, {o diftcvent in many
refpe@s in their education, laws, cuftoms, manners, pre-
judices, and interefts,—not only to unitc in one common
caufe, but to preferve and even ftrengthen their union
anidit all the ferpentine, unwearied artifices of a fubtle
enemy to divide them ; infomuch that the very meafures
they took to difunite and deftroy us, have uniformly opes
rate” “o dcfeat their own defigns and expedlations? Was
it no a very unufual ipeétacle, to {ce {o'young a country
produce fuch a number of able, fpmtud ftatefmen and
commanders, whofe abilitics and patrictifm, whofe equally
judicious and vigorcus meafures, have at once faved theif
own country, and commanded the admiration and applaufe
of the world? The late celebrated Lovd Chatham, {peaka
ing of our firft general Congrefs, gives them this very
honorable telimony-——¢ 1 muft declare and avow, that
i all my reading and obfervation, for folidity of reafon.
ing, force of fagacity, and wifdoin of conclufion, no nae
tion or body of men can fland in prefercnee to the general
Congrefs at Philadelphia.”  And if we turo our eyes from
the cabinct to the camp, what an aflumblage of wonders

rifes
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rifes to view ia our illuftrious military Ciner !—=A Gene.
ral deftined by Heaven for jult fucha pcrmd country, and
caufr as ours !~=whofe judictoufly cautious,defenfive,delay-

ing mode of onduing this ivar, has at once faved his own
army and country, and weakened and worn down thofe of
the enemy :-—a General, whofe cliara€ter combines all the
different qualitizs of coolnefs and fpirit, confumwmate pru.
dence and proportionat<' vigour, the moit gencrous ten.
dernefls and compaflica jomed with the rm)tt firmy, un-
daunted hercilm, the :unft pauent, vafhaken conftancy

under heavy difcouragements and fufferings, joined with a

noble fpirt of cnterpnfc on all proper occafions ! My
fncndq, whie we contem lute this great character, placed
at the head of our uncxpeienced forces, at fuch a criti-
cal, feafonable jun@ure :—when we furvey the bright
conﬂell:xtion of heroes under hin, the fubordinate officers
and foldicrs, whofe hardthips, toils, dangers, battles, vi¢to-
ries—whofe triumphant paticnce, courage, and perfeve-
rance, have inftrumentally procured the bleflings in which
we now rqo:% :—when we travel over the feveral bright
Rlages of this conteft, from the bloudy, yet viftorious
NINETEENTH OF Amu.',, 1775, to the ever-memorable
prefervation of our young troops, and deftruéion of the
veteran foe, at the battle of Bunier-bill ; the brilliant,
magnificent attacks and vitories of Trenton and Princeton ;
the glorious capture of two whole Britifh armics at Saratoga
and Yorktown ; the very critical detection and defcat of Ar-
nold’s black con{piracy, by a train ot nice ard feemingly
Yortuitous incidents :—when to all this we add, the aflo-
nithing magnanimity, generofity, and fidelity of the King
of France, the Cyrus of our Ifracl, whofe paternal, liberai,
effeual aid, afforded to us in our low eltate, fo remarke-
ably refembles the conduét of that ancient, noble Prince,
whom Heaven infpired, though an alien irom their reli-
gion, to proclaim and effe€t the great deliverance ccele-
brated by God’s Ifrael in the text :=——when we further be-
bold the top-ftone of this grand fabrick laid, in the ratifica-
tion of a treaty of peace, which eftablifhes our unconditional
independence, enlarges our territories, and gratifies our
higheft o{pc(“atwns and wifhes :—and laltly, when we
reflct on the iil-delerving, provoking charater of the

pcopzc,
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reople, in a moral view, for whom Jehovah has wrought
all thefe wonders ;—are we not conftrained to own with
rapturcs of gratcful adiniration, that the Lord hath indeed
donc great things for us—that his perfe@ions have iri-
umphicd glorioufly in our favour,—have triumphed not
only over all the hoftile attemnpts of our focs, but over all
our own 1ncreafing and crying gule 2

What then remains but that we fuitably entertain and
improve thefe aftonifhing and endearing divine manifelt-
ations in our favour 2 Which is the SEconp TrinG to
be illuftrated and enforced.

It becomes us then, in the firft place, to afcribe the
whole glory of them te God, in imitation of the pious
pattern of the text.  This is nothing more than rendering
to Jehovah his due :—this is a debt, which every f{acred
motive, every ingenuous principle, every tie of gratitude,
decency, and equity, forcibly urges us to pay. For, found
rcafon, as well as rcvelation, teaches us, that all the abi-
lities, prowefs, condut and f{uccefs, which have guided
and crowned our long confliét, have been derived from
above—from the fame Being, who rai{ed up Mofes to lead
hic Ifrael from their Lgyptian boudage, and Cyrus to
emancipate them from their Babylonian {ervitude. It was
therefore a very foolith, as well as impious fpeech of an
European commander in a former war, that Providence
always favours an bundred thoufand men ; meaning, that
notwithftanding the influence of Providence, the ftrongeft
army may be fure of fuccefs :—for there are a thou(%nd
contingencies, which effentially affc@ the health, fupplies,
counfels, courage, operations and {uccefls of an army,
which no human {agacity can forefee, or human power
controul, but *whick are wholly determined by an omni-
fcient, omnipotent Providence. To the God of provi-
dence then let us confecrate the gladnefs of this happy
day—Iet us return back to him, in devout afcriptions of
praife, that full tide of joy, which He is pouring into our
hearts—lzt us fay, in the language of infpiration,— I
will fing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed glorioufly’”
~—* O fing unto the Lord a new fong ; for his right
hand, and his holy arm hzth gotten the viGtory”’—¢ The
Lord reigneth; let Amcrica—-let the earth rcjoice : let
the multitude of the ifles be glad thereof.”? But
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But while we religionfly adore the groverning providence
of Jechovah, and gratefully afcribe to him all thofe great
events which fvell our bofoms with joy ; let us heware
that we do not impute thefe figual divine appearances in
our favour, to any pcculiar excellence in our nuational
chara@er.  Alas, Sirs, the moral face of our country ef.
feQually confutes fuch a vain-glorious fentiment.  Crimes
of the blackcit hue—countlefs multitudes of abominations,
mark the vifible character of this great, this highly fa-
voured community, and [ull proveke the difplc am"c of
IHeaven; while they feive as a foil to heighten and Tet
off the triumphant frevnefs and riciies of that goodnefs
which has done fuch great things for fo unworthy a peo-
ple: as on the other haud, the turpitude and guilt of our

national provocations are exceedingly enhanced by thofe
glorious manifcitations of divine benevolence, againft
which they ave committeds  The prefent occaﬁun then
loudly calls us to mingle the moft lmmble penitence and
contrition with our joyful gratitude and praife : and, in.
deed, there can be no truly grateful and holy joy in the
goodncfs of God, without true humllxty, repentance, and
reformation, for its foundation, companion, and frnit : for
humble, godly forrow, and thankful joy, mutually beget,
and ftrengthen, and keep pace with cach other; and no
people, however highly favoured in éxternal refpe&s, have
any fure ground or warrant, or indced any prefent r1oral
czpacit* or meetnefs, for the cxercife of true rejoicing in
the divine goudnefs, while perfifting in an 1impenitent -
courle of rebellion againt Him. 'Thefe confiderations
call upon us to rejoice with trembling, with humility, with
a fober, cantious, fertous air, in oppofition to all levity,
pride, vain-gl ox),fcnfualxty, carnal confidence und fecurity,
While we rejoice 1n the divine benclicence, let us remem-

ber that for his own fake he hath done thefe great things ;
not for any righteoufnefs in us; not merely that we mlght
enjoy the exultation of vi¢tory and peace, or the pride of
independence and empire ; but that his own name may be
exalted, that his own great defigns, hinted above, of glo-
rifying Himfclf, and estending tlm kingdom of his Son,
may be carried 1nto effect: and though he has been ufing
us in the Jate revolution as inftruments of carrying forward’
this
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this glorious and benecvolent plan, yet if we ourfelves mean
uot fo,—if in our hearts and praétice we are oppofed
to his intereft and glory—if we as a people continue to
ﬁght againft Him, after fuch great difplays as he has
made of Himf{elf before our eyes—if we abufe the bleflings
of returuing peace and public felicity to greater wanton-
refs in fin, to nourifh a fpirit of pride, ambition, luxury,
diflipation, venality, infidelity, and other concomitant
vices 3 in this cafe our very profperity will finally deftroy
us in the wnit aggravated mauner 5 and God will promote
the defigns of his glory in our cxemplary ruin, as he has
now been doivy in our {urprifing falvation.—"Thefe ideas
may well give a folemnity to our joy, and caule it to flow
in the channel, and bring forth the fruits, of true holincfs.
O let us cxhibit our praifes, not in word only, bat in decd
and in truth : let us teftify the cordial fincerity of our
joys and thankfgivings on this accafion, by a practical,
fteady conformity and obedicuce to that great and good
Being, whom we profefs to extol : and let me add, by ge-
nerous teftimonies of our efteem and gratitude for thofc,
whofe toils, dangers, and {ufferings have emincntly coatri-
buted to our prefent feeurity and hippinefs—let our
grateful love to the infinite Author, flow down and flow
out, in fuitable proportions, to the honored inftruments
of thefc ineftimable benefits. Let thofe men who have
ftood forth in the foremoft rank of danger, and made thé
greateft private facrifices to the public caufe, whether in
the fenate or in the ficld, whether at home or in foreign
cliines,~let thefe live in our hearts—let their names and
heroic deeds live and ihine in our grateful annals, till time
fhall be fwallowed up in eternity. Let us be eager to
recompence their important labours of love for us and our
children, for the unborn millions of our future defcendants,
Let us welcome the fuffering foldier to the bofom of a
frec and peaceful country, with tecars of gratitude, and
fmiles of applaufe—Ilet us gladly divide with him thofe
{weets of independence and wealth, which his gallantry
and wounds have fecured to us. Let us fly to footh the
griefs, and wipe away the tears of the many widows and
orphans, which this r:mcl war has madc 3 and to relicve the
mortifying dittrefles of poverty(,‘into which it has plunged

» many
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many of our meritorious citizens. Let us gladly contribute
our fhare towards fulfilling the engagements of the public,
to all that have credited or in any way affilteq it,whether our
own citizens or foreigners : and inftead of complaining of
the load of debt which lies upon us, let us ble{s God, that
the great objet of our long firuggle is obtained at fo cheap
a rate ;—that our burden, however prefling, is light,
compared either with the value of the acquifition or with
the infupportable load which muft have fallen upon us,
and crufhed us into ruin, had,we been re-united to Great-
Britain :—let us be willing to facrifice the paliry, yet
expenfive pleafures and parade of luxury, prodigality, vain
magnificence, and otner impoverifhing, thongh fafhionable
vices, and pradtifc frugality, induftry, humility, and mo-
deration, with the whole train of private ard patsiotic
virtues: then, by the blefling of God, we may hope that
our courtry will ere long be delivered frcm every embar-
raffing difficulty, which retards her progrefs towards the
zenith of perfe€tion, and will become an ample theatre for
the laft and moft glorious difplays of the divine benevo-
lence to the human fpecies.  'Who, that loves his country
or mankind, car help exulting in fo glorious a profpe&, and
withing to fec it fpeedily realized ? "'hat it may be fo,m——

O Thouy, GREAT ARBITER of the nations, who
haft done fuch great things for us, ftill guard, maintain,
and perfe&t the maguificent ftruéture, which thy own hand
hath reared in this weftern world! Grant that here may
ever dwell the uncorrupted faith, the pure worfhip, the
benevolent, peaccful virtues of primitive Chriftianity,
extending their benign influences to the utmoft bounds of
this vaft continent, and caufing the wildernefs and wafte
places of America to blofflom like the rofe, and flourith
as the garden of God! May this infant-empire, this
new-born nation live in thy fight ! May it grow and
flourith under thy almighty patronage, in every thing that
i3 great and good and happy, till all the ftates and empires
of the world fhall be abfoirbed in the everlafting kingdom
of thy Son! AMEN and AMEN.
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Compofed for, and fung on the Occafion—eand now
publifhed by Defire entitled,

A SONG of Praise to GOD jfrom UniTED AMERICA.

I. ROM all below thefe weftern fkies
Let fhouts of grateful joy arife ;-.-
This new-born ¢mpire found abroad

The honors of its GUARDIAN-COD.

2. Let our granp Councin lead the foug,
And roll the tide of praife along,
Till the fair current {pread around,
From Crorcia’s banks to Hanmrsuire’s bound.
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3. When Britain, great in arts and arms,
Pour’d on our coafts war’s dire alarms,
And mufter’d all her thund’ring pow’r,
To crufh our glory in an hour :---
Y

4. Our GOD with fcorn her rage beheld ;---
His own kind arm became our fhield j---
Confufion oa her plots he frown’d,

And thook hz: Babel to the ground.

Let LexingTon proclaim afar

The henors of the God of war ;

While BunkEer-HiLL and TRENTON join
To hail the guardianfhip divine. .

tn
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6. Let captur’d Burgoyne tell abroad
The triumphs of Corumsia’s God ;
While bafled Arnold owns the Pow’r,
Which fav’d us in the dreadful hour.

9. Let proud Cornawallis bend the knee
Unto the GO D of vitory,

Who fnatch’d the laurels he had won,
And gave them up to WasHINGTON.

8. Hail, POW’R SUPREME ! whofe outftretch’d hand
Has fav’d our threat’ned infant-land,
And led it through war’s bloody race,
To glorious EMPIRE, FREEDOM, PEACE.

9. While we beneath our fig-trees fit,
Anund of thy riches taite the fwect,
O may our flaming hearts and tongues
Shout forth thy praife in endlefs fongs.
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