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BE YE THANKFUL.

w2592 PPDPCECCESoEne-

S we are called by the Prefident of the
A United States to devote this day to public
Thank{giviag and Praife ;. the words juft
read feem well adapted to guide our meditations
and animate our devotions on the great and joyful
occafion. How pleafing, how enlivening 1s the
thought, that the millions which compofe our federal
Republic, with their beloved WasniNnGToN at their
head, are this day uniting, like one family, in pay-
ing their filial and grateful homage to their common
FATHER and GOD ! Let us, my brethren,
afpire to bear our humble part in this grand concert
of praife ; and in order to this, devoutly attcnd to the
infpired exhortation before us.

The precept, Be YE THANKFUL, though found in
the midft of a large clufter of chriftian duties, yet
forms by itfelf a complete, as well as very important
fentence, and will therefore engage our immediate
and particular confideration.

The comprehenfive view, which your refpected
Paftor gave us in the morning, of our diftinguithed
and invaluable national privileges has left wne little
elfe to do than to illuftrate and prefs upon you the
due acknowledgment and improvement of the divine

benefits,
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benefits.®* As true gratitude for the favors of Heaven
is the proper bufinefs of a public Thankfgiving,
and indeed the main duty and end of our rational
exiftence ; I prefume it will not be difagreeable to
a ferious audience to hear the nature and obligations
of chriftian -thankfulnefs diftinétly explained and
ftrongly enforced.

To be thankful for favors received imports fome-
thing more than to feel pleafed and joyful in the re-
ception of them. For nature itfelf reaches and in-
fpires gladnefs in receiving and enjoying any good,
which fuits our natural appetites and affections.
Yea, criminal fenfuality, avarice, and pride will
rejoice in the bleflings of providence, confiderea as
affording materials for their own gratification. But
none will fay that a natural infinctive gladnefs,
which overlooks its Divine Origin and Benefactor,
or a proud, felfith, and carnal joy, which direétly
oppofes Him, and turns his own gifts into weapons
of hoftility againft* Him,—none will fay that either
of thefe is true gratitude to Him.

In order, therefore, to confecrate our natural de-
light in the pleafing objects and entertainments of
life into devout gratitude, there muft be an impref-
five fenfe of the hand and benignity of God in them.
When the thankful chriftian rejoices in the bounties
of nature and providence, :n the endowments and
comforts of his bady and mind, in his perfonal and
focial advantages ; his joy is ever attended and dig-

| nified

* This difcourfe was prepared with a view to fucceed that of the Rev. Doétor
Morfe, whichi was expe@ed to pay particular and ample attention to the great po-
litical obje®@s prefented by the occafion. 'This expe€tation was fully anfwered.—
This circumitance will excufe the author of the following fermon for devoting a
fmaller portion of it to political contemplation than might otherwifs have been

I
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nified by an affeCtionate impreflion of the goodnefs
and greatnefs of the Being, from whom thefe blefl-
ings flow. When the fun fhines, the min defcend-,
and the earth fmiles ; when the fpring, fummer, and
autumn entertain us with their refpeitive fcenes of
beauty or liberality ; the eye of religious gratitude
looks up and fees God fhedding down the genial in-
fluences of the heavens, enlivening the principles of
vegetation in the earth, and thus clething the feafons
with fruitfulnefs, and filling each heari with food and
gladnefs. If the good man has faithful friends, whofe
tender {ympathy and agreeable converfation leflen
his griefs, and double his joys ; if he is bleft with
8 bofom-companion, whofe foul mingles with his
own, and children who give him -delight and tranf-
port ; in all thefe endearing objes he fées, adores,
and enjoys his benevolent Creator ;- he views the
union and communication of love from-heart to heart;
as the effufion and mfplratton of divine love and
goodnefs. Thus he intermixes ?hankful devotion
with every pleafing enjoyment of life.

O what an unfpeakable charm, what a divine
grandeur muft this impart to every blefling ! to re-
ceive it as a gift from an infinitely great and benev-
olent Parent, whofe goodnefs and greatnefs reflet
unfpeakable beauty and fplendor upon each other ¢

While his goodnefs mollifies and endears his great-

nefs, which would otherwife overwhelm and con-
found us ; his greatnefs adds force, dire&tion, and
awful dignity to his goodnefs, and renders its various
exercifes towards man inconceivably condefcending

and free, furprifing and glorious. Accordingly,
- the
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the man of tfue -gratitude primarily and {upremely
efteemns and delights in the inttinfic beauty and ma-
jefty of God ; he triumphs in his eflential charaiter,
as combining every thing great and benevelent ; and
as the effect of this, highly values and gratefully re-
joices in his numerous benefits. He is delighted
with thefe benefits, not merely becaufe they contri-
bute to his own happinefs, but becaufe they difplay
and honor their excellent and beloved Author, and
furnith new advantages and incentives to himfelf
to ferve his divine Benefactor, and do good to his
 rational family. |
While the thankful chnﬁlan thus rcgard& and
- exalts God, he proportionably abafes himfelf. Thofe
perfons who do not feel their own dependence, mean-
nefs and guilt, - but proudly imagine themfelves im-
portant and meritorious beings, carnot properly fee
and acknowledge their obligations to the divine
bounty, but will afcribe their profperity to theirown
fuperior wif{dom,®&ivity, or worth. But the hum-
ble, grateful foul; feeling its entire-dependence, -its
unfpeakable littlenefs and ill defert, afcribes all its
enjoyments and hopes to the pure benevolence of
the Deity ; faying with good Jacob, I AM NoT wor-
THY OF THE LEAST OF ALL THE MERCY AND ALL THE
TRUTH, WHICH THOU HAST SHEWED UNTO THY SER-
vanT ; and with David, noTr unt0o ME, O Lorr,
NOT UNTO ME, BUT TO THY NAME GIVE GLORY:—
O my brethren, when the humble penitent contrafts
his own meannefs as a creature, and deformity as a
finner with the tranfcendent majefty and purity. of

the Creator, what admlrmg gratitude tranfports his
heart




{9 1

heart in the refieion, that a2 Beaing fo great bas
ftooped from his exalied beight to notice and com-
fort fuch a little atom as he ; that a Being io holy
not only endures, but fhows the moft liberal kind-
nefs to a creature fo polluted and offenfive ; and
that 2 Being armed with omgipotent power {pares
and holds up fo provoking a rebel, when he could
fo eafily and {5 jufily deftrey him ! What holy af-
tonifhment, what fervent thank{giving do thefe con-
templations infpire !

Chriftian gratitude likewife refpe@s and adorcs
Jefus Chrift as the purchaler 2nd medium of &ll di-
vine favors te man. It beholds his atoning blood
as the price which has bought, the channel which
conveys, and the odour which perfumes all the blel-
fings both of time and cternity. Accordingly, it re-
joices chiefly i Chnift Jefus, in his wonderful facni-
fice, in his great and everlafting redemption. It re-
joices in the view of that mediatorial kingdom, which
is put into his hands ; a kingdam, which connedts
the councils of eternity and all the events of \time
into one great fcheme of wife comprehenfive benev-
nlence, to be completed in the inconceivable, ever
growing perfe&tion and blifs of innumerable mil-
lions of holy and redeemed beings. Well may thefe
ideas conftrain the moft inraptured afcriptions of
praife for redeeming leve. Thanks B unTo Gop
YOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. WeRTHY 15 THER
LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN TO RECEIVE POWER AND
RICHES AND WISDOM AND STRENGTH AND HONOY
AND GLORY AND BLESSING.

We add that true gratitude for the difplays of the

B divine
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divine gowlitefs impiies a conformity of temper to
its adoicd object ; it imports that we poffefs a de-
zrce of the fame benevolence, which we celebrate in
the Date. 1§ our hearts are cold, felfith, and un-

».zd, ihey cannot truly relith and praife the beauty of
the divine beneficence. ' We cannot fincerely thank
Gad for the exercifes of infinite bepevoience, if we
& net forl and wiil not manifeRt -the leaft degree of
the fume Ipirit either towards God or man. In this
£3fz We are cnemics to geodnefs, and therefore can-
vt cordially o an its praifes.  Tree thankfulaefs
tien mui? be 2 Kind and generous affection, inply-
ing pure chiarges friendfhip both 0 the Craator
3440 s creatures, & difpofition heartily to rjaice in

the happinels of both, 2 prevailing defire and endea-

var o nulaly, and 1 this way o retumn the kind-
nefz of cus *‘a:zscah Fither, by freely 1mparting to
fis affixdied or defliare offspring what He has fo
foeely coaforred upon us. U therefore we cannot
Labor, pray, and give thanks for the welfage of others
v;th the faaw fincenity as for our own, we are fel-
hiw, wiwhankful Sancs, inftead of benevolent and
graicful chnflens,

In a word, teue thankfgiving implies 2 certain
provaling e or exercife of the beart. It begins
13 e ied an, sod imports the nobieft employ-
wz of 72 noblel faculties. In this employment
the uskilanding views God 1n his infinite maycity
and gixe ot ; the judgment fuitably cftcems Hum,
and oo s beneits sor hus ke ; the will chooles
wad hss . e lum m the fo‘crugn gﬂﬂ ;- the
ST - wseads, 32xd pours in upoa the foul the

w hOAL
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whole train of his kenefits ; and as *he refule of all,
the affeGtions of the heart afcend with facred rapture
threugh thefe ftreams to their glorious fource.

But though gratitude begins, it does not end ir:
the foul. The powers and paffions of the mind be-
ing tuned by this divine principle, il call in to their
aid the faculties of the body. They will awaken the
tongue to {pcak and to fing the praifes of God iz the
clofet and the family, in ihe circle of private friend-
thip and the public affembly of the faints. Such
vocal exercifes, whiic they glorify God with our
bodies as well as fpirits, and fpread abroad the honor
of his name, conduce greatly to the religious im-
provement of our furrounding brethren, and at the
fame time directly exprefs and exalt our own thank-
ful devotions.

But our gratitude, if fincere, will not ftop in the
found of our lips, but flow along through the cur-
rent of our lives. It will be manifefted by a fludi-
ous daily conformity to the example and will of our
Givine Benefator, and a pious, fober, and charitable
ufe of his bounties. The thankful chriftian, deeply
penctrated with the rich, free, overflowing goednefs
of God, wiil afpire to copy, to recommend, and hon-
or it by a fuitable pra&tice ; which is the nobieft an:!
moft acceptable memworial of the divine beneficence
2nd our own gratitude ; for this is to love amd thank
bim, not in word and tongue only, but in deed and
n rruth.

Havinz exphined the nature, we are now to il-
iuftrate and enforce the duty and importance of
chniinan thankfulness.

Ip
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Ix the frft place, common cguiiy “rges W 10 ir.
Kk 13 an evident diate of the lar of nature, that every
onc who receives a benefie, thould entertan 2nd ex-
preis 2 Tenfe of obliganaon for it m the oxit inftance ;
and i cafe of ability ard apportunity, fhould make
an equal return of kindnefs. The common pervep-
nons, feelings, and haguage of mankind refpeCiing
heman benefaftors and offices of charity are founded
ox this principgle. How muck more ftrongly does
the haw of jeftice require s grateful acknowledgment
of our origiml and fupreme Bencfator ; whofc be-
acvolence is the primoe fource of 2fl our dicffings,
and in particeiar is the infpirer of thofe kind affec-
Gons and offices, to which we are fo much indebted
= our icllow crearures Y Which leads ws to add,

The voice of cvery iocial connexon among men
calls ue to picos thankfulnefs.  For graticude is the
bafis and foul of fociety, the cement and fweetner of
domettic, civil, and religious unson, the mam ground
and {pint of the moft facred relanive duties. The
obliganons of children to their parents, and of fub-
j¢&s to their ruless, the reciprocal dutics of mafters
and fervants, of neighbors and friends, are founded
and comprchend=d in gratitude, in 2 due fenfe and
rcquital of favors expeted and received.  Does not
this protlaim and enforce the flill higher focial ob-
bligation. which binds us all to o:r divine Pareat ans
Matter, Sovereign and Friend ? Does it not incul-
cate conftant gratitude to Him, as the life and fup:
port of that divine urion and fellowihip with cur
Mazker, for which cur rational and focial nature was
chiefly defigned ? Is not communion with God tke

higheft
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higheit duty and happincfs of man ? And is not this
facred intercourfe mmaintained on our part, by an-
iwering with correfponding gratcful exercifes the
comenunications of divine goodnefs and favor ? Is
not 2 due attention to this firft Sbligation and pare-
tiege of our focial frame the graatzit fecurity and
exsiation of our other rdative dunies and enjoy-
ments ?

Further, ismtgnﬁmd:thcbands..ichholds
together the fyftem ot aature ? Look into the imari-
mare creation ; fec what an unceafing reciprocat:on
of benefits umites itx vanous parts.  While the a:r
fecds the flame, fer how the 8ame returns the kind-
aefs 0y eelightening and warming theawr.  Sec how
the eartk repays all the clemenis with her noble pro-
dutions, How gratefuliy doss fhe reflod the highe
and mfluence of the heaveas ! —Look over the ani-
mal tribes ; behold the lively exprefhons of gratirude,
the affeionate and important fervices, which the
moft ftupid brutes rerder to therr humare beacfators
What mame then fhail we give to the man, wvho 5
uathankful o his God ? He s a contradichon to,
and 2 kind of ocutaft from ali neture ; he has no
pullduth:umvcrfc,accpt.ntb:abedaofpa.
fet malgnity and defpair.

Again, our frame and rank in God's works paine
us w this doty. Why did our Maker give us an
underftanding fitted to know, a heart to feel, and a
tongue to cxprefs our obiigations to Him ? Was it
not that we might emploj thefe faculties in thankful
praife, an exexctfe to which they are fo exactiy ad.
Jufted ? Does not man, by virtuc of thefe noble

powers,
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powers, fuftain the office of High Prieft in this great
temple of nzature, to offer up to nature’s God the
facnifice of devout and a&tive homage, not only for
himfelf, but in the name of all the inferior creatures ?
He is their Head, Eye, and Mouth, to do that for
them, which they cannot do for themfelves. They,
like the congregation of antient Ifrael, can only
ftand in the outer court of the temple, and with a
fiient but forcibie cioquence becken to man to enter
into the holy place on their behalf, and there pay
their common tribute of praife 2 And fhall we de-
cline the noble and happy office, to which our maks=
and ftation, and the voice of {urrounding nature fo
carneftly invite us ?

The excellent, delightful, and 2dvantagecus nature
of the employment itielf, is another powerful motive
w it. It is excellent, as it breathes a pure difintereft-
ed affeion to 2ur divine Benefacter, and with gen-
ercus ardour refles and fpreads abroad the glory of
his goodnefs. Ii is dchghtful, as it exerts and en-
tertains our beft powers and aifeltions upon their
higheft objet, in contemplating, adoring, and en-
joying the {upreme Bezuty and Good. It is advan-
rageeus ; as it tends to expand our minds, to exalt
our concspiions, to increafe vur devout regards to
the Deity ; to affimilate us to that perfect goodnefs
which we adore ; to encourage and corfirm our
truft and joy in the divine admsniftration ; to i:um-
ble us with a view of our own littienefs and bafenefs,
compared with that tranfcendent greatnefs, beauty,
and beneficence, which we celebrate ; to engage us
to the moft cheerful and vigorous fervices both to

God
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God and man ; and in a word, to inake us habitual-

ly contented and happy, lowly and kind, virtuous
and ufeful.

After all, the moft direct and forcible bond ard
incentive to the duty before us arife from the co id-
eration of God’s mercies to us. Thefe are fo rich
and free, fo various and repeated, fo conftant and
lafting, as to furnith inexhaufte © and endlefs matter
for thankful praife. Mercy has been pouring in
upon us from cvery quarter, from the heavens and
carth, from the air and the waters. It has enriched
us with the bleffi- »s of creation, providence, and re-
demption. - It has nurfed our infaney, guarded our
childhood, guided our youth, and fupported our age.

But the occafion, on which we are convened, and
the proclamation of our illuftrious Chief, point our
{pecial attention to the political and- public bleflings,
which diftinguith our happy country.

How affeCting is the contraft between our favored
lot, and the condition of moft, yea, ih fome refpects
of all other nations on the globe ! While war with
unexampled fiercenefs, obftinacy, and carnage is
harafling and defolating a great part of Europe ;
while civil and fpiritual tyranny ftill holds in flavith
fetters the bodies and minds of a large majority of
our {pecies ; while the various fyftems of govern-
ment and religion, of mornals and cuftoms, which
prevail in moft of the nations, are the offspring of
political or prieftly ambition, cunning and domin-
ion, combined with popular ignorance, credulity,
and {uperftition, and operate in many refpects to in-
creafe the debafement and corruption, the poverty

and
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atid wretchedriefs of man ; in a word, while thofe
three great fcourges of heaven, the fword, famine,
and peftilence are, by turns, 2lmoft conftantly flay-
ing their thoufands in various parts of the old world ;
our public and private fituation exhibits the happy
teverfe of this pi¢ture of horror. We poffefs confti-
tutions of government, local and general, which
originated in our own free, peaceable, mature delibe-
tation and confent ; which combine th~ principles of
popular liberty and efficient energy ; which contain
within themfelves provifions for their own amend-
ment and increafing perfrtion ; and which at this
moment are difpenfing unrivalled freedom and fecu-
rity, profperity and fatisfaction ro every clafs of fo-
ber and induftrious citizens, while they command
the general admiration and envy of the world.

We likewife enjoy a diftinguifhed fhare of exter-
nal and domeftic Peace. How melodious the found,
how immenfe the value of peace! It fheds a rich .
perfume, a foftering influence over all the bleflings;,
connexions, employments, and fatisiactions of life.
O let us never forget the happy contraft, which our
prefent tramquility forms to thofe diftrefling fcenes
of war, which gave birth and eftablifhment to the
American Revolution. What a dreadful mixture of
fulpence, calamity, and terror did we then experi-
ence ! Certainly the inhabitants of this place* muft
long retaiti the moft lively impreffions of the differ-
ence between the frowns of war and the {miles of
peace. Under the former they beheld their bufinefs
interrupted, their property {poiled, their accuftomed

fources

* Charleftown was burnt by the Britith, June 16, 1776 ; and about 2000 of
the inhabitants reduced from affuence or mediacrity, to poverty or great diftrefs.
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fources of wealth flopped, their beautiful habitations
and tewn deftroyed, and their beloved families in
volved in unutterable diftrefs. But beneath the
fun-thiac of returning peace they have feen the'r for
mer {plendor revive ; they have beheld a new city,
in fome reipeéts more eclegant and flourithing than
the old, rifing with wonderful fpeed from the midft
of aihes and rhin. Yes; my brethren, we have all
feen commerce and mavigation, agriculture and man-
ufactures, the clegant and ufeful .arts, with almoft
every fpecies of beneficial induttry and. improving
{cience, fuddenly..acquiring new life and profperity
from the influence of general peace, directed and en-
livened ' 4 our excellent national Government.

~iin:this connexion, what gramude do we owe to
the -Supreme Ruler of nations not only for bleffing
us- with fuch a government, but for placing and
continuing at the head of it a man, who is the de-
light and the boaft. of humanity ; whoie perfonal
viriues and talents have infpired the public mind
with a veneration and confidence, which probably
give him a_greater influence in America than the
mightieft potentate poffefies in Europe ; an influ-
ence far more efficacious to regulate, to cement, and
to blefs the feveral parts of the Union, than the pub-
hc authority, which the Conftitution has given to
the Prefident. What degree of cfficiency, therefore,
raally -belongs to the Executive power itfelf, is a
queftion which cannot be fairly decided, till fome
other mar: fhall be chofen to adminifter it. In the
mean time it becomes us to recognize with peculiar
gratitude that enlightened, fteady and vigilant patri-
C - otifm,
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otifm, which has ever diftinguithed our Chicf Ma-
giftrate, and which, during the late critical ahd-dan-
gerous times, has freered the political thip W‘ith';ﬁm‘h
{kill, fidelity; and fuccefs, as have equally gratified
the friends, and confounded the enemies of our peace
and profperity. 'What praife is-due to- Heaven: for
giving to the Executive and . Legiflative Councils‘of
our nation, in the courfe of the .paft year, fuch a
glorious triumph. over a formidable combinatien' of
internal faction and foreign influence *: far infpiring
not only the Prefident, but a refpectable majority m
both houfes of -Congrefs, =nd inour principal mar-
iime towns, with fuch a: temperate dnd' dignifred
{pirit ; a fpiriz, which knew how to refent, and éf-
feGtually demand fatisfaion for infolent and-injurieus

trcatment received from.a haughrv nation, without
! CoaTun : madly’

* The fatal cﬁo&s of fortigninftuence, cxcmag aad co-opesating with'demieRic
;altion, have been and fll are dreadfully exv;myhﬁcd in the receat hiftory of Ge-
reva. That little Republic, which for 2 long fories of time was perhaps the mo#t
‘ml'g“:w'xcd and free, the moft virtuous and ﬂannﬂung commurtity on earth, has
been fuddenly convulied and ruined by ihic operatica of French poahck’ o the
Conftitution and Adminiftration of its government. Mr. Geret, who was ‘after-
wards cgployed in fimilar bufinefs in America, was the firt Jacabin . Emiffary
tent to Geneva, ts prepare the way for. the projeted revolution in that city, de-
figned tq render 't fubfervient to the views of the ruling party in France. - Ac-
cordingly, a revolutianary government has been violently erpiied og.theruing’
of antient forms ; a government, which, under the facred name of liberty, has
exercifed the moft iniquious, cruel, and bloody tyranny ; has robbed, banithed,
or murdered the moft virtuous and refpectable citizens ; has deftroyed the reli-
gion, the morals, the fciences, the arts, the property, the internal order and peace,
for which that Commoswealth had been fo confpicuous ; infomuch that # hardly
r¢tains a fingle trace of its former fplendor and happinels. Seeca Pa.mphlct inti.
tled Aucbentic Hiffory of the Origin and Progrqﬁ of the late Rewolution in Geneva,
written by a Citizen of that republic. This author pror.ounces Géheva to be
¢ loft without refource.” But we hope the favorable turn which the domeftic
affairs of France have lately taken, will gradually meliorate the condition of both
thefe opprefled and diftra@ed republics.—When we contemplate the foene of hor-
ror juft defcribed, can we reftrain the moft lively expreflions of gr‘.utudc to that
watchful and beneficent providence, which preferved us from a pariicipation in
the fame calamitics, to which we were expofed by the operation of fimilar caufes ?
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madly facrificing to the impulfe of the moment the
invaluable peace, property, and blood of our country ?
Blefled be God for the fuccels of this firm, yet pacific,
fvftem under the management of a wife and faithful
Envoy ; whofe remonftrances and negociations with
the offending Power have iffued in an amicable, and
we hope, a juftly fatisfattory and permanent treaty
between the United States and Great-Britain.  Blef-
fed be God that the fpirit of impartial neutrality and
peace ftill marks the character of our citizens in gen-
eral ; that it has confpicuoufly operated in meoft of
the late ele¢tions of federal rulers ; and that the pre-
valence of this fentiment, in conjuction with the
prefent ieading afpect of our public aftairs, promifes,
under the divine benedition, a lafting confirmation
of our national tranquility. 'Which brings us to ob-

ferve that
'Our domeftic peace and order have derived great
additional ftrength from the recent fuppreflion ot a
dangerous infurretion in one of our Sifter-States.
While the paternal tendernefs, wifdom, and firmnefs
difplayed by the Prefident towards the deluded in-
furgeuts have attached new degrees of grateful refpect
and confidence to his perfon and adminiftration ; the
patriotic zeal and magnanimity with which many
thoufands of refpectable citizens rallied round the
ftandard of government ; the exalt prudence and
order, as well as immoveable canftancy and perfever-
ance of their behavior ; their fpeedy and. complete
fuccefs in cxtinguithing fo formidable a rebeliion
without the effufion of kindred blood ; the 1anétion
of public approbaticn and rccompence which the
nationa
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national Legiiature has given to their fervices ; the
deep and falui2ry impreflion which this whole fcene
has made on zhe American mind ; thefe and many
ather concurring circumftances furnith ample matter
for delightful reflection and thankfgiving. - They
aflure us of extenfive and durable good, as the prov-
idential refult of a partial and temporary fermenta-
tion. They give additional luftre and ftrength to
aur Republican Cenftitution and laws ; they add a
new and powerful cement to the happy union of
liberty and order ; they tend to difcourage and {up-
prefs thofe faCtious and unwarrantable combinations,
which are equally hoftile to good government and
rational freedom.

- To the political bleflings alrcady enumerated we
might add the natural advantages of our country ;
the vaft extent of its territory, embracing almoft all
the varieties of climate, and the general fertility of
its foil ; which fit it for almoft every kind of valuable
produce and beneficial occupation. We might no-
tice the fingular health, population, and plenty, with
which it has been blefled. Above all, it becomes us
thankfully to commemorate its high exaliation in
RELIGIOUs ralpeds ; its enlightened and free enjoy-
ment of the chriitian revelazion ; a fyftem whofe
do&rines, inftitutions, and moral precepts not only
inftru, purify, and comfort thoufands of individuals,
but diffufe knowledge and civilization, union and
order through the Community, and thus contribute,
beyond all human calculation, to our public, as well

as perfonal happincts.
When we collect thefe various bleflings into one
mighty
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wighty agptegite, can we avoid feeling the moft for-
¢ible obligations to fervent and exalted praife? O let
us exprefs our gratitude, not merely by vocal afcrip-
" tions to the Deity, much lefs by tranfient effufions of
joy and feftivity, but by fludioufly imitating and
obeying our divine Benefa®or, and by fuitably
efteeming and improving his ineftimable favors.
For this purpofe, let us earneftly labor and pray that
our future condu®, and that of our fellow citizens,
may be fuch as to recommend and promote the gen-
uine fpirit and bleffings both of republican freedom
and primitive chriftianity. Let us * fervently be
feech the kind Author of our diftinguithed national
privileges to imprint on our hearts a deep fenfe of
our obligaticns to Him for them ; to give us a due
eftimation of their immenfe value ;” to fave us from
that reftlefs, difcontented, and murmuring fpirit,
which is ever ready 1o depreciate or to cenfure the
moft beneficent and profperous courfe of affairs,
merely from the impulfe of unlimited, difappointed
avarice, ambition, or vanity, or from the malignant
feelings of envy and party animofity ; ¢ to preferve
us from that arrogant fpirit in profperity,” which
difdaining the idea of dependence and obligation,
affects to derive its happpinefs and fecurity frog its
own conceited ability and merit, and proudly tfit
ples upon the facred rights and wholefome avtharity
both of God and man ; to “ refirain us from haz-
arding our real advantages by delufive purfuits,”
efpecially by purfuing the fplendid phantom of an
undefined, romantic liberty and equality, which

would
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would at once clath with focial order, moral juftice,
and the prefent frame and condition of man*; *“ to
difpofe
® Equal liberty, properly underftocd, is among the firit of human rights and
enjoyments. But this liberty may be as effeCtually dzftroyed by its own excefs or
abufe, as by exterior oppreflion. Even the freedom of sien in a ftate of nature is
reftriCted by the natural laws of their Creator, ot the cternal rules of morality
and this reltriQion conflitutes its perfe@ion and fecurity, as it tends to keep its
pofiedors, both froz injuring themfelves and opprefling one another. The defige
of civil government is to conftrain the obfervance of thefe natural laws, and
thereby complete the fecure and happy enjoyment of Lberty. The pusfuit or
exercife, therefore, of cxceflive, unreftrzined liberty involves or produces real tyv-
ranny and flavery.—T he late internal condition of France gives a dreadfu! fanc-
tion to thefe obfervations. The fpirit of popular, ariftocratic, and, may I not
add, monarchical defpotifmn, has cruelly oppreflfed that country under the forms
and pretenficns of high democratic freedom. An uninformed ard furious popu-
hace; intoxicated with undigefted nctions of their own fovereignty, for a long
time overawed, and in effe& prefcribed ¢o the National Convention. This popu-
lace was artfully managed and inflamed by the Jacobin {sciety, which, uader the
pretext of guarding and eftablithing republican liberty, ufurped and exercifed ail
the powers of an unlimited ariftocracy. At length Robe/pierre, that famdbus pop-
ular incendiary, having by various arts acquired the real authority of an abfolute
monarch or dictator, fecretly and efficacioufly direfted the whole political machine,
Thefe falts, and the fhocking crimmes 1nd miferizs which have attended or refult-
ed from ther:, are attefted to all the world by the prefent folemn declarations and
meafures of the French Convention and peeple ; wiio are gradually deimpli%hinr
this monftreas fabric of tyranny, by correCting thofe intemperate ideas or wicked

abufes of liberty, by which it was erefted.

It is woarthy of fpecial notice that the fulfe fpikl&if hiberty and equai™y both in
France and Gereva has painted its peculiar vengeance againft fugcoicr wealth,
abilities, learning, virtue, and every other quality or circumftance which ufually
attaches an emincent degree of refpelt. The bear poffeffion, vea, the moft upright
and benciicent ufe of thefe advantages, has marked out the'r pofleffors as dan-
gerous ariffocrats, and devoted them as vi@tims 5 the avarice or envy of the i3-
norant and icle, the needy and profligate ratble, or their :tiil more unprincipled
anl defperatz lzaders.—The naturz! and providential advartages juft mentioned,
by commanding peculiar regard and fonﬁdence, clothe their roiTeflor with a f{upe-
rior perfonal influznce, and thus produce an iscquaiity among the citizens even
under the m:2 f=ee and popular governmients,  Bu: thisinecquality of influence is
perfeltly confif-at with the pofieflion of cqual rights by ail the citizens. Tne
moft vivient advocate for equality cannnot avoid feeling and exprefling different
degracs of refpe®t and confidencs towaius dificrent deferiptions of his fellow-
citizens 5 though the elaims cf 21, in his profeflcd judgment, as weii asin the
fight of cur conftitution and laws, are perfedtly coual. Whes e l'uptrior
rerfonal influence juf?t deferibed is eneried to furnart ine confiitured authosities
cf our free aza nappy republic, 20 it 7. ov the coiinent federal charallers through
the Uninn, inftead of vicnating, 't tecur- e equolrignts and deast? intoren;
of thy people atlarme. Butof thic infucncs, unds prei-nce of fuardine thete
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difpofe us to fecure the continuance of divine favors
by not abufing them” to licentious 2nd deftructive
purpofes, and by manifefhing  true gratitudc for
them by a correfpondent condu@ as men, as citi-
zens,” and as chriftians ; < to diffufe and eftablith
among us that ufeful knowledgé, and thofe habirs
of fobriety and order, of morality and piety,”* which
are eminently the bafis ard foul of a repubhc
which are equally neceﬁ'ary to pubhc profpcnty and
individual happinefs. ‘

While we thus furround the throne of hcavcmz
mercy with our united prayers, Tet us refolve to give
thermn efhcacy by fuitable endeamrs. Let us f{udn-

.oa.a.‘ -

oufly exemplify in ‘ourfelves, maintain in our famxﬁs,
diffufe among our acquaintance, and tranfmit to fuc-
ceéding’ gericratians the fentiments and maaners of
confederate republicans and hnccrc ch*x(hans. ,Lc;

- us

.,u -i prit lcgcs, be pmntcd ugamﬁ that government, which ﬁ&oally {ecuu
them ; ir it be augmented and extended by a chain of political fyﬁemauc aifo-
Ciations, whufe obic&@ s to control the cle@ions ‘and meafures of cur rulers,
and wheie members and proceedings, prote@ed by the veil of fecrecy, feel no
reftraiat buc thay of ceafcisnce ; in this cafe it becomes an unlimited an? dan-
gerees ariftocracy, and waisfs Jefeated by the enlightened virtue of the citizcns in
generul, may operate the fame opprefion and mifery in the new world which ithas
effeCted in the old. It is not ftrange that many hoeeft but ignor=..t peopie, under
the deceptive influence of fuch an ariftocre~ &, _\q oe fired into jealous aad fac-
tioas oppofition to the beft government ia the werid.  The great Neckar ohferves
that it was an anful and fuccefsful contrivance of the French Jacobins to operate
upon the multitude by two words, /iberty and cquality. ¢ The people, adds he, zre
to be afted upon only by reducing things 2o a fmall compafs : it is by rcﬁn&mg
their ide2s to the nar~ow circle of thar feelinzs, and abforbing their pafficns in a
fingle phrafe that we becoms their maftesrs. Crimjnal indeed are thofe who thus
¢ake advantage of their wezknefs, and pra&ife arts to deceive and inflave them,
rather than to render thers hapoy by the faule authority of reafor and morality.™
I cannot forbear addinz, criminal and foolith beycnd expreffion will be the condu@
of Americans, if with all the light prefented to them 1 the diforders and 1iniferies
of popular fation and tyranny ia Europe, and by their own contrafted delightful
cxgenence of the blefiings Rowing from liberty and order, they thould ever facni-
w-eaeeven harard hic laster by a dclufive vusrfuit of the farmer,
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s give owr children an enlightened, virtuous, and
pious cducation, and thua eftablith in their bofoms
fuch pnncgplcs and Babirs as may render them future
pillars of American order, freedom, and glory. Let
us vigilantly guard their minds and our awn sgainft
the contagion of modern infidelity, diffipatica 2nd
vice; againft a fpirit of baie ingratitude and com-
tht amidft our prefent unrivalled proipenty ;
againft ungrounded fufpicions and eenfures of that
Conftitution of government, and of thefc public men
and meafures, to which, under God, we ovwe our con-
ﬁrmed trznthty and happinefs. In this connexion
you Wil permit me to mation it as a notoriaus fad,
that our prefent eﬁ:bh(ha. nem;ralxty and peace, our
affuriiice of indemnification for the injuries of Britith
ﬁ)onlcrs thie expected mdiorauon of our commerge
as the effed of the aié treaty, with all the bleffings
refulting from thefe propitious circumftances, are
owing, under divine providence, to the equally pru-
dent and firm condu& of the Prefident, and thofe
members of the federal Legiflature, who co-operated
with his meafiires, and who on that very account have
been abfurdly and wickedly reprefented by fome as
odious Ariftocrats and even Britith agents. All who
have properly attended to the debates and refolutions
of Congrefs, knew that the great body of our Eatft-
ern Delegates, and among the reft the leading Mem-
bers from this Commonwealth, have been able,
fteady, and fuccefsful fupporters of the fame impar-
tial, conciliatory, yet fpirited fyftem, which the
Executive authority has uriformly purfued, and
which Heaven has crowned with its fignal benedic-

-

-
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tion. It is a well known fact that while thefe mem-
bers advocated the plan of negotiation as the moft.
fair and cheap, the moft direct and fuccefsful method
of procuring 2 happy accommodation ; they were
equally zealous to place their country in the heft
pofturc of preparation for war ; and by thus uniting
becoming energy and dignity with the {pirit of con-
ciliation they effeGually defeated the hoftile views
of Brirain, and induced ker confent to terms of juf-
tice and amity. [ mention thefe fa&s, not to in-
Rame the fpirit or promote the defigns of party,
but to engage your generous efteem, confidence and
fupport to the worthy inftruments cf our common
profperity.  Such grateful refpet to the immediate
and vifible caufes or mediums of our happinefs is
infeparably conne@ed with pious aratitude to its
fupreme invifible Author. * 1

* The intimate connexion between proper or improper feelings towards the
infltraments of our bieffings, qgd a right or wrong tergper towsrds their original
fource is &=ilingly exemplitiod 12 the hifory of ancient Ifrael ; whote enthagkful
ard vebellicus murmurings agzinfi-God were ever combined with bafe ingratituds
2ad compiaint again® Moifcs 2ad Aaron, their greatet earthly bemeia@ors ; as c-
the contrary, their exprefions of picus thankigiving and cbedwene: v the Mok
High were attended with estrefponding tsieens of gratefcl venerabon and confi-
deace wowards his densficent poblic mimflers. It Zeferves furtber notice tha:
their murmurs were geacrally excred by the immediate preficre or profpedt of
great difficuities or perils ; whieh in fome degree extecastes, though it by no
means excufes their perverfc behavior : but how much grater would have beer
thelr baferefs and guilt, 6ad they poured fortk: nothing bue:-anthaakfsl complain:
m the very lap of cafe and prolperity, and even loaded their riler: with cenfures
and execrations for thofe very me2fares which procared thern thefe bieflings ! ' '

The moft precicus requital, which the zble aad faithfal firvant of a rerubiic
€an receive from: his obliged sonftitents, is their coxrinnad confidence and Jppoe-.
To deny him this reward is great inju itice beth to him and to themfelves. By
refufing him their fotare foifrages they st only ‘malicitly and wngratefully con-
demn Lit pat meritorions condu&, but difmifs fron: thow fervice his approved
wifdora and intrgrity, his increafing frock of political experience, ard the weight
of charafter and influence which his pablic exertions have sogquired ; a~d thuz de
themfclves 2nd their country agrez: and prhap: irrecarable injury.,

D
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I muft add thar fince gratitude is a kind and
gcnerous affetion ; fince all men are membess of -
one great Brotherhood ; and fince the proclamation
which has called us together, recommends the whole
family of mankind to our devout and affe@ionate re-
membrancg, it eminently becomes us ro offer up our
fraternal, our fervent prayers and thankf{givings in

behalf of the magnanimous affertors of liberty in the
European world. While we mingle our {ympathiz-
ing tears and fupplications with ill fated PoLanp,
crufhcd by the ftrong hand of foreign defpotifm ; lex
us fend up to Huwcn our joyful praifes for its wori-
derful fmiles on the caufc.of freedom in France, for
the matchlefs cnergy and fuccefs with which g fingle
unaffifted .mation has fo long defended her rights
againft a moft powerful, as wcll as iniquitous confed-
cracy of kmgs and ftates ; for the pleafing profpect
which the now has of vltimate and complete fuccels
againft her foreign invaders ; efpecially for the grad-
ual

Though the author felt it to be his duty to reeommend the Eaftern Members of
Coagrefs to the {pecial gratitude of his fellow-citisens in this quarter ; vet he
means not to exprefs or to excite contemptuous or malignant party -teelings re-
ip=@ing Gentlemen ia the American reprefentation,; who have fupported different
micafures. He conceives that confiderable diverfities of fentiment on great and
«omplicared queftions ought to be expc@ed among the rulers of an extenfrve com-
munity which combines fo many various and even jarring intcrefts and prejadi-
ccse He thinks too that it is but a juft ribute both to our governors and vurfelves
12 treat their perfonal chara@ers and dignified ftations with dclicate reipe@, even
while we freely canvafs their public proceedings. kn fhort he heartily echoes the

rolipwing obfervations of a political writer. ¢ The moment that delivess the .
United States from the danger of war, is the momen: when all parties ought to
embrace principles of conciliation. That danger being over, we have only to con-
tend in opinion about foreign governmeats, or to cuarrel for the loaves and fithes
of our own. If indead of writing for party purpofcs, our ingenicas men would
now turn their attention te- the improvement of our country, in educationy com-
merce, agriculture, manufaures, laws and morals § it is probable the virulence
of party fpirit would foon fubfide, and give way to returning,confidence and focial
affe@ion. Union #nd harmony arc our true intereft, and thofe who would diturb
thefe, muft be unfriendly to the happine(s of their country.™
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nal mclioration of her internzl ftate by tne influence
of that moderate and beneficent {yftem, which her
fupreme authority is endeavoring to eftablifth on the
ruins of a moft atrocious and bloody faction. While
humanity and chriftian benevolence weep over thofe
torrents of human blood, which the internal con-
fufions and the foreign conflict of this nation have
thed ; while the fpirit of fcience and the elegant arts
oeholds with indignation and grief the perfecution
and havock which Vandalifm has committed on the
authors and monuments of ‘.terature and refine-
mentt ; while the genius of piety and of order la-
ments that boafting infidelity and irreiigior, chat
rumulteous and ferocious anarchy, which have pn-
tortunately veiled the luftre, and retarded the prog-
refs of liberty ; while everv fentiment ef religion
and of patriotifm, as wel as of private affection, calls
forth our utmoft vigiiance in guarding our happy
country from the poifon of thefc foreign principles
and manners ; it becomes us at the fame time to
rejoice in the great and benevolent defigns, which
Supreme Wifdom is undoubtedlv purfuing by thotle
ations and events, which £ill the werld with diforder
and blood. We mav confidently hope that theie
convulfive meafures, under the direction of the Moft
High, will eventualiy fhake down thc anticnt and
monlrous fabricks of civil and religious tvranny,
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tear up old and deep rooted prejudices, clezr away
the rubbifh of fuperftition and error, and thus pre-
pare a free and open ftage for impartial inquiry and
difcuffion, and fo for the future triumph of chriftian

as well as political truth and virtue.®* By fome fuch

train

* 1 cansot help partizularly cblerving that not only the aftonifhing fuccefs of
the French, and defeats of thair infdlent invaders, but cven the errors and e2lami-
tizs of the former are adap'ed ta cenves much ufeful infirudtion to mankisd, ard
thus to produce the mo? extenfive and hapry cffe@s.  The mifizkes and diforders
ot sur Allies, campa==d with the original principles and expe@ed triumph of their
general caufe, expeimentally teach the world fuch leffons as thefe :—that hiberty
and licentioulnels are oppofites, which mutuzily defiroy each other ; that thofe
perions and meafures, which are important ang beneficial in pulling down 2 cef
patic government, ar= often very incompeteat and unfit to eredl, fepport, er ad-
minifter a2 zoverament of freedom ; that a certaia popular enthufiafm, which s
neceilary to repel the attacks of foreign invaders, is pernicious and deitro&ive,
when applied te reguiate or control the internal eftabliked anthcrities ; that a po-
litical conflitution may be fo free as to deftmy freedom by generatig pervenal
faion ard confifion ; that a few felf-feeking dernagogues, by combining their
nfluence, may poifon the minds of millions, and impel them to 2éks of favage
phrenzy, which cthe:wife they wouid have contemplatel with borror—that a high
ardor for liberty, nat acccmpanied with equal krowledze and virtoe, requires a
<refponding energy of government o redrain it from d2f2a8ng its cwn purpole,
and that this energy muit bear fame 3:Spertion to the extear, as wal as diipufisivn
oi i~ _nmamity ; thas great appareat zealia the canfe of rcalor, Liderality, and
univensal fresdom, is viwen no betier than tiind, fuperfitious, intoieran: faaat-
Gim; thatthe 322 clamorous and B2a2imn3 sdvocatss of this caule wivaliy pof-
fers the dupnfitior | 2oni if 0ppartusity grefoals, cxect the powers of the greatsl
T ozate that rotiomnl useriy, however prviancl by impradent oc dece:tral vots-
nesy 15 ll the casic o yuBice and of heaven, 20d will theretore ultmately pralper,
witide Its fali a7 int-mnerats frieRds, as wel a5 . opon it adiag focs, il b fe-
vy chathifed 5 ani Sadlly, thal monal and rel'Zisus dentiments are, alote U
ningr, accefary to peirianent repudlican frociwn and happineis. With atonifh-
"o il v world ha: 8oR0ld 2 awe! and Snid expeniment made by the Freach Pui-
soaes 9 eftablifl ticir aew governiment ca e foundatica of @ merey Gvic and
abeilical momiity. o expenment pa: bem flly tned. What hizs beea is
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train of cvents we anticipate the fuil accomplithment
of the glorious fcheme of providence laid open in
the predictions and promifes of divine revelation.
What a ftupendous and magnificent {cene do thefe

contemplations exhibit to the pious and bernevolent
mind ! Under the impreffion of them can we for-
bear echoing the celeftial fong, AMEN, ALLELUSA ;
foR THE LoORD GOD OMNIPOTENT - REIGNETH.
GREAT AND MARVELLOUS ARE THY WORKs, LORD
Gop ALMIGHTY ; JUST AND TRUE ARE THY WAYS,
THOU KING OF sAINTs.

O let the fublimme and confoling profpect which
1s opened by the prefent operations of providence,
compared with fcripturai propbccy, anirnate oNr
prayers for its {peedy fulhiment 1n the univerfal

prevalence

P- Nofophy, combining with the ferocioe= frint of faltixn and wor, z2turafy ac-
count for thefe tremendcus feznes of camaze, which haee difgraced the peliet
aatisn 2nd the beft canfe ia the werld, D not thefe 128s e=&ify ™ 3% mankind
the indipentible neceffity of found religion zndmormtyntntbzhsa.dﬁwuy
ot focial arder apd happinefs ? Even the tyrant Rudefpiorre, conviacsd of 117q e
czfity, rccommenced to the nztona! Legsifiztore the leadi~z principles of mairal
relisica and morals, 2a0d the Convention zraioufiv eckai:hit relommendation,
imi gave 3 pabix fanQlioa to thefe principles. Who e more eniighiened and
fober part o that aation &all kave Jatfure o kuck further wnto this interefing fab-
&, they wll be gradcally conwanced tlat thic r2ligian of catrre derives its chref
iiudration, fueprrty and practical influsnce from divine revelation ; that they
matyally confim 273 enfurie cach other ; 3nd that the princples of chrifianity
are mineatly congeatal 5 ropedlican Lberty and erdese  The reduidt, we hoge,
w Il be « rantonal and welcome recepnion of the chniftian {, fiers, and 3 confoquept
crpenience of 1t hapov cfhlds. —§ hase dxth fo long 3= the 2R2us of Framoe; be-
caufe T comfider her rewalution 25 2 Fusenisws 20d mad ichradive %) ex-
Biad For the prmecs 2 benefit of the waild; 208 bezaaf: 1 chink W o1 wnfpeakande
rmportaace th my fiow-cilizems to diftinzmid accursldly betwees the taudalde
2~3 yepechepadis parts of ker <32t o 5 1hat we may be Bty »Tled 2ad pro-
:3bvpath.  As R ERindhm s Taricd toon e by che proiint fenlimentt xad

soe2turcs of (he French natdan, tm-g‘hmj 20:d rmarared ov Wieg ord dreadfel ex-
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prevalence of chriftian piety and morality, and fo
of temporal freedom and happinefs through the earth.

I am unwilling to clofe without quitting for 2
moment fo cxtended a field of meditatien, and bring-
ing home the fubje®, by ferious application, to the
bofom of each individual in this affembly. We are
now celebrating a fecond public Thank{giving after
a fhort interval of time from the annual rcligious
Feftival of this Commonwealth. Can we avoid feel-
ing ourfelves under a fpecial call to examine whether
our manner of obferving thefe folemnities indicates
the genuine {pirit of religious gratitude ? A thank{-
giving-feftivity, efpecially one fo fublime as the
prefent, which combines a very large and profpercus
Community in one great cffort of joyful praife, muft
naturally awaken fome degree of tranfport in cvery
breaft. It rouzes into operation a thoufand fources
of gladnefs. It cheers our animal frames with the
dainties of luxuriant tables. It gratifies our frlath
feelings with the contemplation of our perfonal prof-
perity, and our benevolent, patriotic affections with
furveying and participating in the public felicity.
It kindles our domeftic and relativesjoys by the fight
and enjoyment of agreeable connexions, particularly
of blooming children or grand-ckildren, like fo many
olive-plants, furrounding our tables. In fhort, 1t
unites in one ftream the various pleafures which
flow from the recollection of paft bleflings, the fru-
ition of the prefent, and a lively anticipation of the
future. Thefe natural feelings of rapture are proper,
are beautiful on fuch an occafion. But let us feri-
eufly remember that the fentiments of truc gratitude

Y o)
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on a folemnity tike this nfcunfpcakably &ughct thaf}
the mere feniibilities of nature. The joy of the
thankful chrifiian, on this infpiring occafion, afcends
to the throne of God ; it centers and terminates in
his tranfcendent majefty, beauty and goodnefs ;-it
prizes and exults in the light of his countenance far
more than in all the other fources of entertainment
which this day prefents. Thefe pure and fublime
feelings of devout thankfulnefs at once limit, confe-
crate, and improve our innccent inferior delights,
and give them a humble and temperate, a benevolent
and pious complexion.

'And now, my frieads, do your fenfations and de-
portment oft this feftive day agree with this defcrip-
tion ? Does confcience teftify that you take pleafure,
not in exalting yourfelves, but in exalting God ; that
you derive your principalfatisfaction, not from felf-
ith or carnal fources, nor .even from high political
and patriotic fc;lﬂ;gs lm:*yonr country ; but from
the nobler fentiménts of picty anc.univerfal benevo-
lence ; in particular from tefembling and honoring
your beneficent héavenly Father. and compaffionate
Redeemer, by imparting comfort and happinefs to
your deftitute and, afi¢ted brethren of mankind ?
Does not confcience bear witnefs againft fome of
you, that your joy on this occafion is a felfith and
proud, a fenfual and extravagant, or at beft a merely
natural and civil delight ; and that you are fecretly
determined to go from this affembly and openly in-
fult, in your practice, that infinite goodnefs and ma-
jefty, which you have now been folemnly thanking
and adoring ? O how abfurd, how vile is fuch a con-

duct !
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du& ! If then we with a bleffing, and not 2 curfe,
may follow this oblation of public praife, let us aim
to be honeft and confiftent characters ; let us culti-
vate an habitual temper of thankfu! and fervent de-
votion, and manifeft it in all its various and lovely
eflets. Then thall we not only fee good days here,
but:thortly usite in the elevited, the everlafting
shanlffriving and felicity of the heavenly flate.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX,

<

FTER the preceding difcourfe was fent to the
prefs, a fermon delive.cd on the faiae occafion
by the Rev. Mr. Bradford of Rowley was put into
my hands. As this {rmon contains 1oan,’ aflertions
and infinuations, which appe:. wt Sucded and im-
proper, and unfortunately calcuiated to gratify and
inflame a fpirit of unthankfulnefs, difcontent, and fe-
dition ; I feel myfelf impelled, as 1 truft, by motives
of benevolence, patrictifm, and piety to beftow upon
- it fome free but candid remarks. To this I am fur-
ther induced by a with to juftify and give additional
enforcement to the oppofite fentiments of the fore-
going difcourfe. |
I fhall pafs over many exceptionablt parts of Mr.
B.’s fermon, which feem lefs important, or which
cvidently carry their own confutation.  Among
thefe we may reckon thofe fentences, which deny our
exemption from foreign war, and affirm ¢ that we
have fuffered much nfere by Britith perfidy, and Al-
gerine malice the year paft, than we ever {uffered in
a fingle year in our open warfare againft Britain ;”
that ¢ the Indian war, &c. are evils which America
bave never heretofore felt ;> and ¢ that our peace
and tranquillity wwholly depends on the fuccefs of the
French Republic.” To the fame clafs we may af-
fign his doubt ¢ whether the Weftern Infurrection
did not owe its rife to exifting impolitic laws,”” his
implied contemptuous reprefentation of Mr. Tay’s
fuccefs at the Britith Court, his repeated rcflectivns
on the Author of the Proclamation fof mentioning a
number of articles twice, and the air of difrefpect
which furrounds even his high encomiums on that
ILLUSTRIOUS CHARACTER, We fhall alfo omit the

numerous inftances ¢f carel:is, inelegant, and even
E “wneorammatical
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ungrammatical compofition, which diftinguifh his
~ publication, and which have an inaufpicious afpect
on the literary characer of the author, on the fuccefs
of the caufe whech he efpoufes, and the rcputatior of
thofe who have eagerly patronized and circulated his

~ difcourfe.
. Inp. 13. after citing the claufe, which dire@s us
' ta befeech Almighty God « to difpofe us to merit
i the continuance’of his favors, &c *» Mr. B. criti-
- cifes the word merii with great freedom, as if it ne-
- ceflarily imported a firi&Z and pioper defert of divine
- bleflings.  But the popular ufe of this or fimilar
- terms, yea, the application of them by chriftian Di-
vines, and even by the facred writers, often amount
to no more than real or eminent virtue or moral good-
nefs, and the fitnefs or congruity which there is in
- approving and rewarding its poffeflors. Thus cer-
" tain character are declared in the gofpel to be wor-
tby, and others »ot worthy of its fpiritual and ever-
lafting bleflings. Thele terms are nearly coincident,
if not equally ftrong with the expreflion before us.
Agreeably, when we fay, a people, who abufe their
Liberty, o not deferve to enjoy it, while they who
thankfully and virtuoufly improve it, merit #ts con-
tinvance ; we mean that it is morally fit that the
former fhould be punifhed with the lofs, and the
latrer blefled with the continuation of their privi-
leges.. Accordingly, the declarations of fcripture and
the conduct of providence have cftablifhed a fuitable
and certain connexion between the moral character
of rational creatures and the tokens of divine appro-
- bation or difpleafure. The humble chriftian, then,
- while he rejects with abhorrence every felf-righteous
- claim, every idea of ftri& merit, feeks to be more
- and more prepared for thie reception and continuance
of undeferved favors ; and views fuch preparation as
giving him a real tltle by divine promife, to their
beflowment.—A modcrate degree of candor and de-
cent
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cent refpect will readily put this favorable conftruc-
tion on the objected expreflion in the Proclamation *.
In p. 16. and 20. Mr. B. feverely cenfures the
omiflion of the chriftian religion and the name of
Chrift in the appointment of a National Thank{giv-
ing. The attachment of our beloved Prefident to
the chriftian religion has long been fully cvinced by
his fteady profeffion of it and attendance on its facred
inftitutions ; by his earneft recommendation of s
principles to his fellow-citizens in his circular letter
at the clofe of the late war ; by the bright exempli-
fication of its virtues in his public and private life,
elpecially that confpicuous chriftian humilicy and
piety, which have diftinguithed even his political
addrefles.. The omiftion in queftion may, therefore,
be accounted for, and perhaps fully juftified by the
following caufes :—by the fpecial occafion -of the Pro-
clamation, which appears to have beén” our recémt
confirmed exemption from foreign and domeftic..7*+
joined -with our fuperior’ national profperity ;—by a
modeft wifh in our Chief Magiftrateto appedr yhetely
as the political Head of the Union, and not in any
fenfe the Dictator ot its religious opinions and wor-
fhip, T and thus to keep at the greateft diftance from
that {piritual domination, which the monarchs of
chriftian, 2 well as other natinns have exercifed ;
and finally, by a defire to unite in 0. _eneral thank{-
| giving

* The theological writers of pa{%éages, even fuch as were moft celebrated for
calvinian orthodoxy and accurate diftin€tions, afcribed one fort of merit to the
erformances of real chriftians, which they calied merit of congruity, importing &
ind of natnral {uitablenefs or correfpondence between the aétion and the reward,
though no proportion in point uf real value ; and including alfo a fure title 1o
the reward by virtue of the divine promife. This they dittinguith from merit of
condignity, which denotcs an equal value or due proportion ot the work and the
recompences Perhaps merit in the former fenfe will eminently apply to national
virtuaand its correfponding reward ; becaufe it is eminently fit that public bodies,
which do not exift in a future ftate, thould be immediately and confpicuoufly
treated according to their vifible moral chara&er. Theie is likewife much greatcr
appearance of proportion berween national virtue and temporal profperity, than
between the imperte@ hoiiuels of an individual and perfeét everlafting happinefs.—
I have dwelt fo lang on this point, nat to vindicate or recommend the commun ufe

of the word merit in the connexion before us, which Ido not approve 5 but mercly
to fhow the impropriety, and defeat the ill tendency of cur auther’s infinuations.

+ The writer remembers a fentiment of this kind in the Prefident’s anfwer ta
an addrefs prefented to him by a Piclbytery in one of the Eaftern States,
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giving all the inhabitants of our favored land, whe-
ther Chriftians, Jews, or Deiils ; that thofe who were
joint partakers of the nationa: profperity, might all
confpire in celebrating its glorious Author. In this
view fome of our leading Democrats, who are avowed
infidels, have peculiar reafon te applaud this liberal
omiffion ! g |
~ In p.17.and 18. Mr. B. pays a fervent tribute
of refpett to the democratic affociations, which he ftyles
Jcbools of political knowiedge, and affirms to have an/-
wered mofl excellent purpofes in the time of the late war,
and fince. He aflerts too that the prefent liberty of
Frauce is greatly owing to affociations of this kind. 1tis
aranted that the Facobin Society in France, as well as
the American Committees of fafely in the firft ftages of
our late-war, were probably ufeful in combining all
parts of the nation into one vigorous {yftem of oppo-
fition to tyranny * : but when a free government of
their own choice was eftablifhed and put into opera-
tion in the two countries, thefe a ciations were no
longer ncedful or fafe. The deftru@ive effects of
them in France have been noticed in the preceding
difcourfe. Their unhappy influence in this country
is fufficiently exemplified in that {pirit of falfehood,
of party and fattion, which fome of them, at leaft,
affiduoufly and too fuccefsfully promote, and efpec-
1ally in the late dangerous and expenfive weftern in-
furretion, which may be evidently traced, in a great
degree, to the inflammatory reprefentations and pro-
ceedings of thefe clubs, their abettors and friends.T
In p. 19. our author exprefles his aftonithment,
that

® It ought to be remembered that our Comumictees of fafety were not felf-created
ufurping combinations of men, but regularly chofén and intrufted with certain
powers %y our feveral Cotporations, under the aufpices of our provincial Conven-
ticns, and general Congrefs, to anfwer imgosrtant temporary purpofes during our
then unfettled and expoied fituation. In thcfe refpeéts how unlme to the arifto-
cratic focietics'now exifting in America ! How unlike i; aeir conftitution, their
objects, and their manifeft fruics !

+ See thls wiatter largely and fatisfaorily illuftr:ted in the Rev. Mr Ofgood’s
Sermon on the Geaeral T‘mnkfgivin? p. 20~-24. See alfo the fatal tendency of
thefe affocicson: amply fhown in a Pamphict, intitled the Rewclution in France

confidered,
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that the Prefident thouid pafs over in filence the late
fuccefs of the French nation.—But would it have
confifted with enlightened, juft and uniform policy
for the Head of a neutral nation, in oppofition to his
carly, conftant declarations and meafures, to hold up,
in a folemn public inftrument, the triumphs of one
of the belligercnt powers over the reft, as an object
of national gratitude and rejoicing ; efpecmll at-a

time when a train of negotiation had been recently
and fuccefsfully purfued to eftz'siin a fair and ad-
vantageous friendfhip with one of the defeated na-
tions ! Has not the whole public life of the AMERI-
‘can Curer, both military and civil, proclaimed his
ardent and invincible attachment to the freedom and

happinefs of man, and confequently io the geweral |

o

e —

caufe of the French ? Did not his Commiflien to

Mr. Munree, the American Minifter at Paris, ex-
plicitly confirm this attachment ? Yea, does pat the
Proclamation itfelf virtuailly embrace the fuccefs of
the French Republic as a proper fubject both of our
interceflions and thankfgivings, by direQing us to
pray that God would impart a! the ble{fings we pof-
fefs or alk for ourfelves, to the whole family of man-
kind >—I muft, therefore, in my tugn, exprefs my

grief agd aftonifhment that a religious teacher of the
pwplc {hould caufe them to err, by feeking to inflame
their minds with groundlefs and pernicious jealoufies

of their rulers as ungrateful and inimical to, their |
French Benefactors and Allies, and of courfe enemies
to the caufe of liberty. Mr. B. lays great ftrefs o
the kindnefs and gencmﬁty of the French nation to
us In the time of our diftrefs. But to whom are we

indebted for this generous afliftance ? I anfwer, to
the then exifting government ; to the King, Nobles,
and dignified Clergy of France to FayerTE and
many other illuftrious patriots ; who have been either
killed, or forced into diftrefling exile by the ruling
party in the nation. To \,hom then are we to ex-

prefs
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prefs our gratitude ? To our real benefadtors, or te
their moral enemics >~—I mention this, merely to
thow that the argument of gratitude. is wrongly ap-
plied by Mr. B., as'well as many other oppofers of
the 'mpartial pacifit fyftem of our federal govern-
ment.

I muft alfo declare my regret and furprize that fo
warm a friend to chriftianity as our. author, thould
pafs in filence the irreligion and infidelity of the
French nation ; that he thould ce.cbrate their caufe

. and fuccefs in fuch a ftrain of high, undiftinguifhing

panegyric ard thank{giving, as would too naturallv
lead his lefs informed hearers and readers into a blind
enthufiaftic admir«tion of all their fentiments and
meafures. Does not faithful frizndfhip to the caufe
of Chrift and to the beft interefts of man reguire the
public teachers and defenders of the gofpel explicitly
to guard their flocks and. their country. againft thofc
{ceptical irreligious principles, which come to them
recommended by the boafted anad fafcinating charms
of reafon and liberality, and arrayed in all the fpl‘endor
of a popular and triumphant Revolution ?

In p. 16—20. Mr. B. is profefledly occupied in
fupplying the many and great omiffions of our Chief
Magiftrate ! Such a needlefs difplay of .anigy, fuch
officious’ and pointed difrefpect to the man, whom
America, yea, the world delighteth to honor, will
not, I pr:fume find many admirers. I fhould bluth
for my country and for human nature, if the fpirit,
which breathes through this fermon, met with many
congenial fouls ! 1 muft add that all the objects of
prayer, which our author affets to fupply, are evi-
dently comprehended in the {pirit of the proclama-
tion.

On the whole, the leading features of this difcourfe
exhibit, and tend to excite the {pirit of fullen gloom
and unthankful complaint, rather than of grateful and
joyful praife. The author ftudioufly depreciates ang

almo
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almoft nuilifies many of thofe great bleflings, whick
diftinguifh our happy country ; and thus cafts'a fick-
ening damp on our pious gratitude to God, our
thankful refpect to his beneficent public minifters,
our cheerful fenfibility and improvement of the di-
vine benefits.—Candor, however, obliges us to ad-
mit that error, prejudice, and paffion, to which the
beft of men are liable, frequently prefent objells to
our minds through a falfe medium and in a diftorted
fhape. Even the lofs of a gourd could fo pervert the
feelings and the underftanding of a true Prophet of
JEHOVAH, as to make him view life itfelf as a
grievous calamity, and juftify himfelf in angry mur-
- murings againft th~ conduct of Heaven. Let us not
then be too much furprifed, if we fee a chriflian pro-
Pbet betrayed into a degree of peevith difcontent with
that courfe of affairs, which has reduced his ¢ fixed
ftipend into a forry pittance,”” and brought many
honeft and ufeful citizens into ¢ a ftarving fitua<
tion”” *.—It is, indeed, a melancholy fadt, that thofe
circumftances, which have contributed to the rapid
increafs of our general profperity, have greatly di-
- minifhed the annual fupport of our refpectable Cler-
gy, and of many other individuals, whofe fubfiftence
depends on fixed nominal falaries, or a certain yearly
intereft in money. - But if chriftian focieties duly
regarded the {pirit and intention of their contrats,
or the principies of common juftice, humanity, and
gratitude, this ground of complaint on the part of
their faithful Minifters would, in this day of in-
creafing affluence, be fpeedily removed. In the mean
time it reflects no fmall honor on cur public religious
Inftru®ors, that the depreciation of their yearly fti-
pends, and the conlequent ftraitned condition of fome
of their families have not loofened their patriotic at-
tachment to that national government and focial or-~
der, which, under God, are the bafis of our general
happinefs.—The writer recognizes with pleafure

* See p. 7. and 9. ef his fermon, t}.lc
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the laudable zeal and magnanimity of Mr. B. in efpou-
fing the caufe of government in this Commmonwealth a
few years fince,amidft an alarming {cenc of di{content
and infurrection. He remembers a public difcourfe
of his in that trying period, the fentiments and f{pirit
of which form a moft ftriking contraft to the fermon
before us. He, thereforc, flatters himfelf thac this
recent publication of our author is not an exhibition
of his y, mature opinions and feelings ; but the
hafty offspring of a mifguided and gloomy interval,
which will foon be loft in thofe more enlightened
and patriotic views, which once marked his character,
With this agreeable profpect he now takes his leave
of him aad the public.
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