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To the StupenTs of Harvarp CoL-

LEGE, efpectally the Members of the
SEn1or CLsss,

MY DEAR F?IEN IS,

TH E defire of gratifying your wifbes, and
contributing to your moral improvement, bhas induced my
ready confent to the publication of the enfuing Difcourfe.
The refpeciful and folemn attention with which it was
heard, and the zcal which many of you have manifefted
jor its appearing in publicy cacourage a pleafing hope
ihat the perufal of it may, under the divine bleffing, pr-
mote that virtugus and Qbriftian joliriety, which is the
firft ingredient in a truly great and excellent charalter.
At the fame time, the unufual hafte, in which it was com-
pojed, and is now fent to the prefs, picads firongly for the

indulyent candor of its readers.

Trrese of you, at whofe requefl, and for whofe fpecial
Jerwice this addrefs was prepared, will reccive it as a
Small but friendly lcgacy from onc who ardently wifhes
vour increafing honor, fatisfaction, and ufcﬁtlncff; That
twe principles, which it recommends, may be deccply
qrought into your underflandings and hcarts, and (hed
their bappy influence upon the whole of your future cxifts
ence, is the fervent prayer of,

TYOUR DEI'0T#]y FRIEND,

DAVID TAPDP AN,



The Names of the Senror Crass, to whom tise foliowwing
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WILLIAM BIGLOW,

JAMES BOWERS,

THOMAS BOWMAN,

1SAAC BRAMAN,

DANIEL BROOKS,

LUKE BROWN,
FRANCIS'DANA CHANNING,
WILLIAM CROSBY;
CHRISTOPHER CUSHING,
ELIJAH DUNBAR, |
DANIEL EMERSON,
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JAMES BLAKE HOWE,
EDWARD JACKSON,

DAVID KENDALL,

JOSEPH MACKEAN,

JEGSE OLDS,

STEPHEN PEABODY,
JOSEPH PERKINS,

SAMUEL STEARNS,

HALL TUFTS,



A DISCOURSE, &

—rm> B O S PICER S C OO~

THE importance of the rifing gcneration
muft forcibly ftrike every attentive and feeling mind.
What folemn and momentous confequenccs are
wrapped up in thofe impreflions, which are carly
ftamped upon their underitandings and hearts!| On
thefe impreffions are probably fufpended their own
future honor or difgrace, happinefs or mifery ; the
comfort or grief of their immediate connexions ;
the charalter and ‘ate of their intimate companions ;
and the mo't important interefts both of human foci-
ety and unborn pofterity. Thefe great interefts pe-
culiarly depend on that part of our youth, which is
formed by the hand of {cience in our public femina.
ries. As this refpettable Univerfity is {oon te refign
a confiderable number of her fons into the arms of
their country, I feel mylelf impelled by duty and af-
fection, as well as by their united requeft, to intro-
ducethe affe@ting [cenewithaparting monitoryaddrefs.

- T can think of no better guide to a difcour{e of this
kind, than thofe words of Paul in the seconDp cHAP-
TER OF HIS EPISTLE TO I'1TUS, I'HE $IXTH VERSE—

YOUNG MEN LIKEWISE EXHORT TN BE SOBERIMINDED.

SosrizTy of mind is an emphatic and compre-
benfive expreflion. It denotes a ftate of mind,
which is found and healthy, repular and tranquil. It
imports an habitual aptitude of the mental powers
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for fuch exercifes and enjoyments, as are worthy of
a rational and 1mmortal being. It itands oppofed
both to intelletual and moral diftrattion and tolly ;
“and therefore includes a ferene and enlightened un-
~ derftanding, a duly regulated wiil and aftetions, a
temperate and decent, a manly and elevated deport-
ment. It will be ufeful to conlider this {obriety, as
it refpets the leading :aculiies and operations of our
compound nature, and to point out fome oppolite
vices, which are peculiarly incident to the rifing age,
efpecxall) to young men of a learned education,
SOBRIETY in reference to the UNDERSTANDING i3
a right ufe of reafon in the inveitigation of truth ; and
accordingly 1mplies an 1mpar tial and diligent purfm*
of it, with a ready affent and firm adhrence to it
upon rational evidence. It thercfore comprifes a
well founded and unfhaken belief ot thofc moral and
religious truths, which hold up the cflential and ev-
erlafting difference between virtue and vice'; the
exiftence, perfe&tions, and government of the Deity ;
the high charatter and deftination, vet prefent de-
graded condition of man ; and the confe quent ne-
ceflity, the abundant proof, and unrivalled excel-
lence of the Chriftian revelatien. Thefe truths are
at once fo interefting and fo manifeft, that a found
and good mind will readily perceive and embrace
them. The fuppofition, therefore, of a foberminded
atheilt or deift in an eniightened Chriftian country,
and efpecially in the bofom of the liberal arts, ap-
cars abfurd in theory, as well as contrary to evident
fa&t. For asreafon,foberly exercifed, clearly difcovers
the prime truths and obligations of natural rcligion
{fo thefe difcoveries of nature, honeltly and confit-
extly purfued, will condu¢t the mind to the full beli=t
and welcome entertainment of divine revelation 5 as
they induced the beft heathen philofophers to dcfire
and hope for fuch a favor. Thc avowal, therefore, of
fcepncdl or irreligious mm(,ipl( s, which undcrmine
the foundations of piety and mor dlo evinces a flrang e




7

Iy perverted and difordered mind. Such fentiments
are commonly produced by the arrogant pride or vain
affetation of fuperior abilities and learning ; by an
ambitious defire of raifing the wonder and applaufe of
the world by bold, foothing, or fingular doétrives ; by
a fond attachment to human reafon and ‘philofophy as
the univerfal ftandard of truth; and above all, by a
heart and life oppofed to virtue, and devoted to fens
fuality and vice. Infidelity is at once the offspring
and the nurfe of moral depravity ; 3 astoo plainly ap-
pears from the charalters and wrmngs of its princi-
pal advocates, and from the general {pirit and man-
ners of its votarics.

Tue members of a Univerfity, and other young
gentlemen of literary charadters, are in fome refpects
peculiarly liable to this dangerous mental intoxica-
tion. For the courfe of their ftudies and reading,
and the genius of their daily company, frequently
give them fuch atafte for the beauties of the heathen
claflics, for the artificial graces of compofition, or
for the fubtilties of metaphvﬁcal difputation, as in-
fenfibly betrays them into a difrelith and contempt of
that artlefs ﬁmplicity, which marks the general doc-
trine, {pirit, and ftyle of the gofpel. This circum.
ﬁanre, Jmned with the fafhionable liberality, dxﬂipaa
tion, and impicty of the age, and thofe charms of wit
and erudition which furround fome of the champions
of infidelity, loucly calls on you, my ycung friends,
to pay an early and facred attention to your religious
and moral principles, and to fix them on adecp and im-
movealle foundation. To this end think modeftly of
your own abilitics. Cherifh a {pirit of humble and fair
Inquiry after religious truth. Liften to the uncorrupt-
ed viice of reafon and confeience.  Mark the native
dignity,and the prefent moral weaknefs and corrupticu
of huran nature. Attend to the f{triki ing analogy be
tween natural rcnuon and revealed, and the admira-
ble cerrarpondence of both with the general conftis

ik

titon and courfe of nature, and wi b the cvident
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frame and condition of man. Endeavour witha
candid and ferious temper, and with a goed moral
tafte, to examine the contents of revelation. Compare
thefe with its external proofs, and with the obvious
fentiments, wants, and feelings of your own minds.
Such a procedure in a cafe fo important is dictated
by fober reafon,and muft pmduce an enlightened, ftea-
and practical adherence to the Chrxﬂzmn religion,
1'r1s leads us to obferve that fobriefy involves not
only a rational and firm convition of important
truth, but a govermng carc to reculate the temper
and condu by 1t It 15 the worlt fpecies of mad-
nefs to contradi€t in our practice principles and obli-
gations, whofe certainty and unfpeakable moment
are feen and confefled. Thiz madnefs is peculiarly
fhocking in charaters illuminated with the leams
of {cience. A fober mind, favoured with Chrift.
tan knowledge, muft nnply the choice and purfuit
of Chriftian virtue. It muft include right atfetion
and action towards the various ob)e&s which re-
licion places in our view. It muft, therefore, em-
brace every {uitable difpofition and expreﬁion of pie-
ty towards our Creator, Redeemer, and Santtifier ;
every proper feeling and proof of humble penitence
for our paft follies and fins ; evety {entiment and of-
fice of fer"ent univerfal charity to our fellow-beings,
joined with the various exercifes of a regulat affec-
tion to ~urfelves. A folgr, chriftian felt- Tove will in-
duce a vigorous and unwearied purfuit of our own
higheft p;rfe&mn and happinefs : It will confequent-~
ly fubje€: the inferior powers of appetite and paffion
to the dominion of enhghtened reafon, and ftudioufly
preferve fuch a conftant regulation of body and mind,
as may beft fit each for its duhm,d fervice and enjoy-
ment. Sobrlety, in this view of it, coincides with per-
fonal virtue or a proper felf government, te which
the term is often reftricted ;. and accordingly implies
moderation, purity and felf denial ; mceknefs, con-
tentment, and {ortitude ; prudence, humility, and
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diligence ; -and in a word, the athduous cultivation
of thofe ipunml and hcavenly difpofitions, wlach
are congenial te the nobler and immortal part of our
frame, and which tend to ripen it for complete and
endleia huutv

U'lie vices, which ftand oppofed to ehriftian fobri-
cty, arc too obvious to require a particular enumera-
tion. I cannot, however, forbear to mention a few,
which are too prevalent at the prefent day, efpecially
among mconﬁderatc youth : I with we could exe ept
fome whofe literary advantages and acquirements
thould rendzr them fuperior to “tuch aggravated foily
and bafencis. The light and wanton abufe of the
name of God 5 the negle€t or irreverent treatment of
his worihip 5 the proftitution of his 1acred day to
idlenels or fportive recreation ; the practical cona
fempt of the leading truths and inftitutions of Chrif- -
tianity, and particularly of the mediation and redemp-
tion of the Savior ; the carelefs omiflign, or pointed
ridicule of that {triét and fublime virtue, which the
cofpel enjoins upon us in our private and focial ca-
pacities ; an unlimited tafte for fcenes of plealure
and diffipation, for corrupting and pernicious amufe-
ments, for expenfive fhow and magnificence ; a floth-
tul wafte of time, and impatience of clofe and ufeful
application ; a difrefpecttul and ungovernable {pirit
and deportment towards fuperiors ; the allowed prev-
alence of proud and vain, of angry and envious
paflions, er of {ordid, impure, or extravagant appe-
tites ; thefe and other fimilar follics and vices are
inconfiftent with a fober mind, and difgrace at once
the man and the Chriftian,

Tuar I'may, by the divine blefling, excite your
deteftation and carcful avoidance of thefL cvils, and
engage you to think and act in the truly rationai

manner reprefented above, letme place before you
t}\n Wovimfirent ("‘.‘{,Idhr“ :_xl Cl aldian fAher e i«. nij\:‘}n

(IR SN § L7 4 § 8 il Paatiaiy AL
the characters and profpects of youny men, who arz
preparing, by a learned cdu a::ution,‘i}:ar the bigher de-
partmonts of locicty., 1B
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JFraure to yourfelves a youth commencing and
- profecuting his collegiate courfe under the influence
of thofe manly principles, which we have defcribed.
See what decorum, what dignity of charatter thefe
principles produce ! How do they lift him above ev-
ery thing triflihg and vicious, efpecially above tholt
excefles, which dire¢tly lofe the man in the brute !
With what contempt and abhorrence does he regard
that infipid indolence, that thoughtlefs leviry, that
vulgar, profane, or riotous amufement, which have
fometimes intruded into the hallowed temple of
{cience ! In what a rational and advantageous man-
ner does he adjult his ftudies, his reading, his focial
intercourfe; and even his innocent diverfions ! Pof-
~deffing a folemn and delicate fenfe of relponfibility to
his Maker and his own mind, to his friends and‘the
public, for the ufe which he makes of his fuperior ad-
« vantages, he is confcientioufly diligent in his literary
applications,.as well as regular and amiable in his
civil and moral deportment.. He confiders it as a
~bafe and treacherous abufe of parental affection to
- proftitute the fruits of its confidence and liberality
- to fuch gratifications, as would tend to wound his
connexions and benefactors, and entail infamy and
ruin upon himfelf. He labors to excel in thofe
~ branches of fcience, which are moft congenial and
improving to his.own mind, and which may render
~ him motft ufeful to his fellow men ; which may en-
- able him to hold out a direQing ‘arid cheering lamp
to a benighted and erring world., Senfible that the
. beft interefts of fociety are effentially conne&ed with
thofe of piety and virtue, and that the lower clafles
of the people are greatly influenced by the fentiments
and manners of literary charaters and public nurfe-
ries of {cience, he is carcful to cxemplity the various
branches of univerfal goodnefs in his own temper and
life, and to promote them among his fellow ftudents.
In a word, his underftanding, his modclty, and

~ his moral feclings are too found and aceurate to per-
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mit him to be either a pedant, a dogmatift, or a feep-
tic, efpecially in the fublime and important {cience
of religion. = While he is too wife and fober either
to chipute or attempt to prove firlt and felf evident
principles, efpecially on moral {ubjects’; he will not
‘abfurdly require mathematical proot or a full com-
prehentive view of points, which, though manifeftly
true and momentous, are mcapable cither of ﬂnét'
demontftration or adequate folution, |

Having accompanied our fober minded {’cudent
through his academic courfe, let us follow him inte
the great theatre of human fociety, The favor and
eftimation which he has already acquired by his affi-
duity, proficiency, and virtue, go before him as an
herald to introduce him with advantage to the confi-
dence and fervice of the public. His enlightened,
prudent, and religious principles affift him to a happy
~choice of his future profeffion, and engage him to -
fuch preparation for and behavior in it, as premmﬂe:v'
_him reputation, comfort and fuccefs, 'Ihefe pringci-
ples fortify him agam& the ‘numerous attacks of
temptation, and preferve him fteady and fecure in
the delicate path of fidelity at'd honor.  They confe-
crate all his abilities and opportunities to fome wor-
thy and - profitable “end, efpecially to the Godlike
purpofe of advancing the credit, and extending the
influence of chriftian fentiments and morals ; ; which
his own dehghtful confcioufnefs, as well as' the con-'
current voice of reafon, obfervation, and fcnpture,
aflures him are the main pillars both of p*zvate and
focial felicity, s i

In a word, chnfhan {obriety is in every view
~friendly to the votaries of {cience. It gives confift-
ency and perfetion to their literary and civil, as well
2s to their moral and religious charalter. It at once
ftrengthens the intelleét, rehnes the talte, exalts the af.
fe&_luns, and dignifies the manners. It conduces both
to inward peace and outward profperity. It engages
the clteem and confidence of men, and the fay nore
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inportant ap;mbatmn and bleﬁ‘mg of God. Ttinfures
| a wleful life, a happy dedth, and a blefled eternity.
Tuis imperfeét delineation of the fuperior excel.
. le,nce and unfpeakable advantages of a fober mind
- fhould peculiamly recommend. it “to the young mems
* bers of this Univerfity. You are looking forward,
my friends, thh pleaﬁrm but anxious emotions to
.manly life. Y ou are ready to anticipare fcenes of
- diftinguifhed honor, ufefulnefs and happinefs, as the
due reward of your prefent expenfive and laborious
- preparation.  Many of you hope, after a few years,
~to-fill ftations of dzgmtv in civil or religious fociety,
and in them to be the dlre&ors, the rulers, and the
patterns of mankind. »
~THaT your fond anticipations may be reah?ed I
muft earneftly exhort you to cultivate the fentiments
da'fpoﬁt;ons above defcribed. | |
" “Tris is the fure, the only path t0' DIGNITY AND
" HONOR. For what 1s true honor, what is fubftantial
‘glory, ‘but the native and refletted luftre of imoral
worth, or thﬁﬁagnammﬁy and fplendor of confcious,
refolute, vi€torious goodnefs ¢ Without this, the moft
thining intelle®ual or exterior ‘accomplifhments will
meither merit nor enjoy the refpedt of thofe, whofe
~"approbation confers real credit and fatisfaction.” If a
* comprehenfive and enlightened underﬁmdmg were
- a fuflicient title to honor, the prince of malignant
. fpmts would be a. moft noble and illuftrious charac~

- .ter. Orif the polite, the brilliant and gracetul quali-

‘ties rendered their pofleflor honorable, who would
ftand hightr on the roll-than * a late noble au-
" ‘thor, whofe writings and manners were tlegant
and charming, yet hollow, deceitful, corfupting,.
andl therefore truly mean and difgraceful ? O guard,
my young hearers, againit the da,ngcrous fafcination
~of falfe or miftaken henor. A juft fentiment of dig-
nity will make you f’cudlouﬂy ambitious of copying
the moral excellencies of the Deity, of poflefling his
unerring approbation, and of contributing to ttw
 Cheflerficld,
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happinefs of s rational offsprmg Whlt 1 leads
me to add, that

WitHouT rehglous fubmew you caunot @xye& Lo
be eminently useFuL.  For nothing fhort of a com-
manding principle of piety and benevolence can in-
furc a faithful adherence to duty, or a ftcady line of
ufeful conduét in feenes of prefling temptatmn‘ The
ereateft capacitics and means of uicfulnefs, not dire@-
cd and animated by rcligious goodnefs, will too prob-

ably be either mdokntly neglected, riotoufly walted,
or directly perterted into engines of mifchiet and ruin.

Mucun lefs can you expc_c“t to derive folid and per-
manent HAPPINEss from any other fource. For a
fober mind, and that only, conftitutes the health and
perfection of the foul. This fits its feveral powers
tor their proper functions, condudts them to their ad-
equate obje¢ts, and thus filis them with the molt re.
fined and fatisfying enjoyment. But the greateft
combination of natural, litcrary, or external advan.-
tages can never anfwer thefe purpofes ; they'can yield
only a fuperficial and fancitul, an interrupted and
toilfome {atista¢tion. The choiceft {weets, which
learning, weaglth, {plendor, power, and fenfual indul-
gence Unit: 4 can afford, were long fince extrated
by the wifeft of mem: The refult of his experiment,
a refult echoet by conftant and univerfal experience,
is, that all thefe,without religion,are vanity and vexa-
tion of {pirit. .

I the irreligious man be thus inwardly poer and
wretched even in his beft effate, what muft he be
in the trying {cenes of adverfity, in, the agonizing
hour of death, and in a future ftate Qf impartial and
endlefs retribution ? The united voice of nature and
reafon, of experienceand feripture proddlmg the final

mifcry of impenitent vice. A moral character contra-
ry to rcligious fobriety carries in its own bofom the
iceds and beginnings of future wretchednef:, and is
vl ht«nuﬂv condemuned to 1t by the natural and re-
vealed conftitution of heaven., 1t is thereforc caual
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ly y foolith and i impious for any to pretend that the be.
licf and practice of religion are proper and neceflary
only for the ignorant ar.i fuperftitious populace:

They are eqmlly and mhmtely important both to
the learned fcholar and” the illitérate vulgar ; but
with this {trlkxxu, diffcrence, that the guilt ~nd con.
demnation of the former, if found deftitute of them,
will be heightencd by all his htcznry advantages and
accomplithments ; {o that the doom of the untutor-
-eul favage will be an enviable fate compared to his.

“Lrus folemn train of thou ght applies with peculiar
force to thofe ftudents of the Umvarﬁty, who are
foon to ventute on the untried fcenes of a bufy and
feducing world. l'o thefe, theretore, 1 will now ad-
drefs the remaining part of my difcourfe,

[ TRUST, my young friends, that you fecl #motions
of gmntude tor the diltinguifhing kindnefs of divine
Providence in giving you opportunity to lay a broad
foundation for future excellence and ufefulnefs. It
is my efirneft with and hope that you may on this
foundation ereft a confiftent and honorable fuper.
ftructure ; that it will be your emulous and conftant
endeavour that your accomplifhments and manners
may comport with your fupcrlor education, and with
the provreﬂive ftatc of American refinement. You
cannot forget that the reputation and mtereft of learn.
ing in genteral, and of this feminary in particular, .
will, under God,,greatly depend upon you; that a
quer and e!xfcermng public reafonably expett a great-
er dignity of fentiment and behaviour, a more nice
and facred regard to every rule of decorum, of prob-
ity, of honor ang of religion in you, than in the rude
mafs of uncultivated mortals. You will alfo remem.
ber that your country has high claims to the enlight.
ened and powerful aid of her lcarned fons in fupport,
ing und improving her order, freedom, and glory ;
and that the part which they fhall aét, will greatly af
fetk the general caule of human hbcrty, virtue and
‘happin fs,
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Yo fulfil the juflt expedtations both of Heaven
and carth willy I hope, be the conitant object of your

ambition and zeal. " 'To ihis end your deportment in

{o.iety will be 2 ftudious and plealing difplay of un-
r.ileCted modefty, condefcention, and courtefy, joined
with inflexible holefty, cautious prudence, and man-
ly virtue. To acquire the important art of {erving
mankind in the goft acceptable and ufgful manner,
you will cultivate an intimate acquaintance with hu-
man nature and life in their various forms, For this
purpofe, vou will ‘occafionally mix“with the feveral
claffes of fociesy, and carcfully attend to their diverfi-
fied capacitiés, fentiments, paflions, and infirmitieg ;
that by thefe avenues you may gain acegfs to their un-
derftandings and hearts, and, by the blefling of God,
conduét them to kncwlegge, virtue, and happinefs.

By a prident and endearing intercourfe with man-

kind, and by exemplifying in their view the meliorata
ing.influence of a learned and chriftian edueation,
yeu will gontribute to remove unfortunate prejudices
againft this our ALMA MATER, and recommend her
to the public cltcem 'as the nurfing parent of every
thing amiable and happy. At the fame time your
filial refpet for her, and wife regard for your own

reputation will reftrain vou from frequently amufing

" ;

the unlettered cifcle with exaggerated or exulting
tales of youthfyl follies committed by a few of her

- inconfiderate fons. |
. You will feek to hongr yeupfelves and yours

friends, and to increafe your general ufefulnefs, by a
nice {eleCtion of your familiar aflociates ; by the puri-
ty and dignity, the arder and conftancy of your attachs

&

inents ; by the rational yét fervent '@frit of yaur de-

votions ; by your confpicuous ggverence for the doc-
trines, inflitutions and minifters of the golpel; by
your exemplary pri.tice and encouragement of every
virtue, which cannnarithandadorn our rifing republic.

You will be ever on your guard againft the dan.
gerous ambition of croCing or followiig the ftandard
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of religious or poli tzml fadion. GY ou will never feek
popular fame or promotion by exciting ignorant and
envious clamorsagainft thofe to whom the people have

confided their impoftant concegns. Tha community fo

young, I~ free, and enlightened ag ours, real talents
and merit have no occafioh to empl8®y meafures {o bafe
nd miichievous to raife themfelves mt% notxce and
employment A recourfe, ther efc)r ¢, tofffch expedi-
ents ig a threwd fymptom, at lcaft in moft cafeg, that
their authors are confcious of a worthlefs charﬂf’cer,
arfd are fecking o varnith and emblazon it with the
. falfe glare of ._.ﬁ‘ec“ted tuperior {agaciegy patzxoﬂ{m, or
réligion.
As moft of you, on your enfrance upon a&x ¢ life,
centemaplate the ferious yetpleafing tafk of inftruing
“and forming our children ; you will endeavour to im-
prov ¢ the common methods of education info a more
#ational and moral culture of their under&anaglgs
ar.d hearts. While you are ftoring their meméries
with words, and teaching their lips an accurate and
vracefuf"pronuncmnon you will aim to enrich their
minds with valuable ideas, and efpecially to plant in
their tender bofoms the early fentiment and love of
order and moral beaity, of rbpubhcan vn'tug and
feriptural piety.

AND new, my friends, may Godllmwht"b;efq vou!
Underhis hea avenly benddiction may ygu fhincas lights
in the world ! May each of you exhibit the {cholar,

wthe gentleman, the patilot, and the Chriftian, in ev-
« by fat 108 which Provxdenc\, may aflign you ! May
| ﬁle luftre and good influence of thefe combined excel-
* Jéncics be fecn and felt by tbouﬂmc both of the pref-

ent afd fuc ccugng* generations ! May coalcious fidel-
) and ufefulnefs gge comfort and dignity to your
" exiltence here, and throuch the merits of the Sav-
jor 1nfroduge you to e Tied felicity and honor 1wy
tht l‘t.”‘lﬁllS of Llifs.
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