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CommMmonweALTH of MASSACHUSETTS.

In the Houfe of Reprefentatives, May 30, 1792,

RDERED, ThatMr. EMErRY, Mr.
THorRNDIKE, and Mr. Howg, be a
Committee, to wait on the Reverend DAvip
TarrpaN, and thank him in the name of the
HOUSE, for the SERMON delivered by him
this day, before His Excellency the GovErNoRr
the CovnciL, and thetwo Branches of the GE-
NERAL CourT ; and alfo to requeft of him,
a copy thereof for the Prefs.

Atteft,
HENRY WARREN, Clerk.
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PSALM 77, VERSE 20,

THou LEDDEST THY PeorLE LIKE A Frocxk, BY
THE HANDs oF MOSES anp AARON.

O W wvarious and tranfcendent are the excel-
lencics of the facred writings! They combine all
the different fpecies of literary compofition in their
higheft perfedtion, and confecrate them to the mo-
ral improvement, the prefent and future happinefs
of man. They furnifh the beft fummary precepts,
models, and incentives, for producing thc good
citizen and ftatefman, for effecting an orderly and
profperous ftate of thingsin the civil and tempora-
ry combinations of this world : Whilft their pri.
mary object is, to prepare men for the far nobler,
the everlafting community of the blefled.

THEST obfervations are eminently illuftrated by
that part of the infpired volume, which relates to
Gop’s ancient people. The words juft recited,
look back to the infancy of that favoured nation.
‘I'hey introduce the Gob of Ifracl under the beau-

tiful
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tiful figure of a Shepherd leading his flock ; which
expreiles in a very lively and endearing manner,
the fingular tendernefs and care, with which
Heaven had condud&ted that people from the bond-
age of Egypt, to the promifed Canaan. ‘The latter
part of the verfe, pref:nts the fubordinate and
united agency of Mofes and Aaron, in accomplifh-
ing that memorable feries of events. Thefe two
celebrated charadters had been early and clofely
linked together, by the ties of nature, of rcligion,
and of common fufferings. They were afterwards
united by the more awful bond of a divine com-
miflion, which conftituted them Plenipotentiaries
from Jerovawn, the King of lfracl, to the Egyp-
tian Court, which employed them as inftrumental
faviours of their opprefled countrymer, as their
guides and protectors through the dangers of the
wildernefs, and the prime Minifters ef their civil
and ccclefiattical polity. Whilft the one was Chief
Magiftrate in the Commonwealth, the other was
High Prieft, or firft officer in the Church. And the
inftitution and combined influence of thefe two
orders in that community, were a moft wife and
falutary provifion both for its public and indivi-
dual happinefs.

'THz divine appointment, then, and concurrent
agency of the civil and ecclefiaftical ruler, in lead-
ing the ancient people of Gop, naturally invite our
attention to the importance and utility of political
and religious guides in a chriftian ftate, and to that
union of affcition and of exertion for the common
good, which ought to characterize and cement
them. To explain and enforce this union, with-
out confounding the Church and the Common-

wealth,
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wealth, or blending the different provinces of their
refpective Minifters, is a truly delicate tafk. The
Speaker hopes, however, that his well-meant en-
deavours to explore fuck a field, before an audience
fo refpectable, will not be dcemed either vain, or
impertinent to the occafion. He flatters himfclf
that the fcafonable and momentous complexion of
the fubjed, which cannot failto ftrike every intel-
ligent eye, will procure to the difcufion and ap-
plication of it a candid reception.

THis joyful anniverfary colleds our civil and fa-
cred leaders from various parts of the State, to
one coniccrated fpot. It unites them, methinks,
tnto one happy brotherhood. It brings them to-
gzther to the altar of Gop, their common Founder,
Mafter, and Judge. It makes them joint partakers
in a kind of yearly feftival, facred to liberty and to
religion—a feftival, which fecms to renew and to
feal mutual friendthip, and their harmonious ar-
dent aflection to the general intereft. Is it not
congenial then with the {pirit of the day, as well as
decent and ufeful on other accounts, that thefe
two orders fhould fometimes be the united object
of its public addrefles from the word of Gop 5 that
their reciprocal influence, and their conjund ope-
ration to the common good, thould be clearly de-
fined, and forcibly urged ?

Unprr thefolemnimpreflion of th efeideas,we will
endeavour to mark out the two different provinces
of Mofcs and Aaron, or of the Ruler and thePrieft ;
the beneficent influence of each upon the public
welfare ; and the feveral ways, in which thcy may

and
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and ought to befriend and aflilt each other ih lead-
ing the people of Gob.

Tue difcriminating genius of the two depart-
ments may be thus defined. The one has for its
immediate objeét, the temporal intereft of man-
kind ; the other, their fpiritual and everlafting.
The onc aims to regulate their outward behaviour,
fo far as to reftrain them from injuring one an-
other or the public, and.engage their contributions
to the common welfare : The other contemplates
the due regulation of the heart, as well as the overt-
a&ts which iflue from that fource. The one en-
forces its addrefies by fanctions merely civil and
worldly ; the other by motives which chiefly ref-
pect the foul and the life to come.

LET us now turn our 1ttention to the important
and happy inllucnce of each department upon the
public interei.

Tue importance of fuch an officer in fociety as
the ci- . Magiftrate, is immediately feen and felt by
all. 1t grows out of the prefent weaknefs and cor-
ruption of mankind. It is fuggefted by the focial
teelings belonging to our frame, joined with a fenfe
of mutual dependence and common danger. Ac-
cordingly, when fuch officer poffefies the fpirit of
his ftation, and with intelligence and fidelity pur-
fues its leading defign, the effe@s on the communi-
ty will be equally benign and diffufive. A ruler of
this charader, like the central orb of the planctary
\Yorld, enlightens and animates, cements and beau-
tifies the whole political fyflem. With a fkilful,

fteady, yet gentle hand, he moulds a confufed mafs
of
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of difcordant materials into one regular and har-
monious compound, and holds it together “:ith a
filken, yet invincible chain. By a ftrictly righte-
ous, equil, and paternal adminiftration, hF {preads
the bleflings of juftice, freedom, tranquilh_ty, pub-
lic and private profperity, through all clafles .of the
people. The advantages of fuch a magiftracy
tranfcend defcription. Tc ufe the delicate and
frlendid figures of infpiration. It refembles ¢ the
light of the morning, when the fun rifeth, even a
morning without clouds ; like the tender grafs
fpringing out of the earth by clear fhining after
rain.”’

Bur it is needlefs to expatiate on this branch of
our fubject. Thc benchicent influence of good
civil rule ftands confefled to theeye of reafon. It
is infcribed, as with a fun-beam on the face of our
happy country. It has been delincated with fu-
periour ability and addrefs, on thefe anniverfary
{folemnities.

LeT us then direct our attention to the other
objcct before us, namely, the importance and be-
nefit to fociety, of the cHRIST1AN PRIESTHOOD,
or of public religious inftructors. To fet this point
in a juftand eafy light, let us confider at large, the
neceflity of religion to the well-being of a commu-

nity, and then inquire, what are the beft means of
diffufing and maintaining it.

THe ncceflity of religion to public order and
happinefs, has been generally acknowledged by dif-
cerning minds in all countries and ages, yea, by en-
lightened infidels and athcifts. Bur a fet of phi-

B lofophere



LY
-~

lotophers and frec-thinkers, who boaft of their fu-
periour reafon and liberality, have appeared on
the ftage, in thefc days of modern refinement, who
have emploved all the powers of metaphyfical fo-
phiftry and licentious ridicule to fhake the founda-
tions of religion : And fome of them have even
denied its political importance and utility, and
have propofed in its flcad a kind of philefophical
or civil moratity, as fully competent to the pur-
poles of general order and fecurity. A fyftem of
idcas, or at leaft of practical feclings, very fimilar
to this, fcems growing inte fafhion in various
parts of the American Union; a {yftem, which
confiders all relizious principles, obfervances and
inftrutors, as the remains of old monkifh igno-
rance, fuperftition and bigotry, cor the antiquated
offspring of worldly policy, begotten in the early
and ruder itages of fociety ; but which are wholly
unfuitable and ufelefs, if not a heavy tax upon the
pubiic, in this morc enlightened and mature period
of human affairs! But let us mect thefe refined
politicians upon their own ground ; and afKk them,
what they haveto fubftitute in the room of religion,
as an adequatc prop to their own favourite {cheme

of morality.

WiLL they fay, that civil laws and inftitetions,
planned with wifdom, and cxecuted with vigour,
will completely anfwer the purpofe ! But thefe
human provifions can cmbrace only the vifible
actions of the fubject. They can prevent or punifh
thote offences only, which may be known and lc-
gally proved. They confequently, Jcavc out of
their jurifdiction all iccret crimes; as wcll as thofc

numberlefs immoralities, which human laws can
never



If

ncver diftinctly define, but which operate as the
peifon both of private and focial felicity. Civil re-
gulations proclaim their own incompcten.cy, even
in the judicial procedures fubmitted to their autho-
rity : l'or no general rule can accommcdate itfelf
to an infinite diverfity of circumftances : And
ti:erefore the aid of religious principle {eems ab-
folutely neceflary to fupply the defect.  This will
teach: the Legiflator to conftrud, and the judge to
interpret and apply the laws, upon {o juft and li-
beral a plan, as will prefent the beft advantages in
every cafe, for difcovering the truth, and fo for
proteiting the innocent, as well as chaftifing the
wilful offender. This will induce a conicienti-
ous, a filial and generods obedience, on the part of
the fubjedt, tothe reafonable authority of the Ma-
aiftrate and the laws. At the fame time it will
prevent a cowardly, degrading fubmiflion to the
claims and mecafures of imperious defpots, or a
fawoing, idoltrcas, proftration at the fect of a
diguilicd fellow-worm. In fhort, whilft human
laws punifh criminal adlions, it 1s the glory of reli-
gion to prevent them, to tear up the reots from
which they grow. Whilft law is deaf and unrelent-
ing to the crics of penitent guilt, religior. pardons
and comforts the fuppliant, returning offender, and
liereby encourages and fortifies his purpofcs and
cflorts of future obedience. \Whilft the onc enfor-
ces {trict juitice only, the other inculcates the whole
train of gentle and beneficent virtues : It infpires
an intercourfc of humane, generous kindnefs, ard
gratetul attachuncnt and fidelity, between the
higher and lower clafles in focicty ; an intercourie,
which like tne vital fluid diffufes cheartul healtl:
through the whole political body. Thus civil infti-

tutions
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tutions and meafures, even in their beit ftate, re.
quire the fuccours of religion, to fupply their de-
ficiencies, to foften their rigour, to enforce and to
fwvecten their obfervance.

¢ But a fenfe of honour, the defire of efteem
and praife, and fcar of their oppofites, joined to
the cliicacy of falutary laws, will certainly form
a fuflicient fecurity of thc gencral order and wel-
fare.”” We anfwer, the good influence of this
princinle will not bear a comparifon with that of
religion. For the praife or cenfure of the world,
exerts its principal force within a very {mall cir-
cle, upon more {plendid or public charaters ;
whilft the great majority of the people, concealed
under humble roofs, fecl little of its cfficacy. But
religion applies its ftimulating or withholding in-
flucnce to the ignorant, the oblcure, and the weak;
as well as to the wife, the noble and the mighty.
The world does not beftow its palm, till men have
almoft reached the goal ; but religion applauds
and cherifhes the firft virtuous defire, intention, or.
effort. The world often miftakes in its judgment
of characters and actions; but rcligion places an
uncrring witnefs and judge in our very bofoms.
In a word, even the citeein of men in the cafe be-
fore us, ultimately derives its force mrom religion.
For if the focial or moral virtues of mankind, were
once firipped of the luftre, the ftability, and the
majefty, which religious principles communicate,
the refpeét paid to them, would fuffer an imme.
diate {hock : The idea of honour and difgrace,
conrected with their performance or omiffion,
wou'd Lic zreatly enfeebled : And the opinion of
the v ovid, feft withount a fterdy quids, would grow
too
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too fluctuating and capricious, to rcfirain cr to
actuate human conduct.

« But the connexion betwecen the intercft of
the public and of individuals, lays a fufficient bond
upon the latter to contribute to the order ard wel-
fare of the former.”” We rcply, this connexion is
not always fo immediate and ftriking, as to in-
fluence the unthinking, the poor and the wretched,
to pay homage to the order and beauty of the fo-
cial fyftem, whilft there is nothing for them indivi-
duaily, but apparent deformity and mifcry ; whilft
thofe very principles and rules, which fecure har-
mony to the public, wealth, power and magnifi-
cence to fome cf their fortunate neizhbours, feem
to bind them down to perpetual poverty and toil ;
and when a violation ot thefe laws promifes inftanc
reliet or benefit to themfelves, and at the fime
time, perhaps threatens no diredt injury to the
community at large.  There are fome cafes too, in
which the more opulent rauks, or the governingy
powers of the State, may with reafon confider the
publicinterelt and their owr, as feparate objedts:
And if their minds are not enlightened and regu-
lated by religion, they will cften view thefe two
interefls as diftin&. when they really unite. They
will alfo be furcemely inclined to purfue private
advantage, at the'expence ot every rival claim. In
fuch inftances, what is therc cffectually to refirain
fuch elevated characters frown facrificing the public,
at the fhrinc of their adored, though paltry idel ?
‘There is nothing which promiies a fure and per-
petual guard againft thefc evils, but religious prin-
ciples. the fentiment of a Deity, and ofa future
jtate ot rccompence, carly planted in the minds,

and
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and decply reoted in the hearts both of the high
and the low.

« Ber fome infidel and irreligious characters
have conduéted well in a focial and political view.”
e anfwer, relizious ideas early taught and imbib-
ed, will fecretly influence the confcience and prac-
tice, long after the underftanding has begun to
queftion, and cven to rejet the argumcnts, on
which they arc founded. Bcfides, a habit of order
and progpriety in condud, once formed, is not eafi-
Jy fubdued by after fpeculations ; efpecially when
an adherence to it is connected with the marks of
public cfieem and favour, or enforced by the com-
manding motivc of private intereft. Not to add,
that there arc fome, who affect a {uperiority to
the common mafs of mankind, by talking like infi-
dels, who yet feel themfelves conftrained to think
and adt, 1n many inftances, like vulgar believers.

“ Bur if religion be the main prop of focial or-
der, why does not the latter always relax and de-
clinc with the former ’ The anfwer is, religion
fiill keeps her hold of men, through the medium
cf natural confcience, of early habit, and fome aw-
ful controlling impreflion of a future retribution,
even when their hearts do not feel her transform.
1ng power, nor their lives difplay her peculiar and
moit attractive charms. If then religious princi-
ples have fuch falutary ciects on fociety, even when
their influence is fecble, and when they manage the
human mind by theinferiour and precarious han-
dle of fear ; what would be their fruits, if they
reigned in full glory, and commanded the free and
ftcady fervices of love? Iflove to Gop and men,

which
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which is the life of religion, pervaded all clafes in
the community, what a copious and excellent har-
veft would it quickly produce! This would cnfure
the univerfal pradtice of all thofe virtues, which
nourifh and exalt a nation ; whilft it direétly pro-
moted the intereft and comfort of all ages, condi-
tions and ftations ; it would, as the grecat law of
moral attraction, draw the affe@ions and cfforts of
all to one common center, the good of the whole.
Muft not {uch a fpirit and conduct immediately
advance the refpectability, the vigour, the tempo-
ral and fpiritual profperity of a people 2 Muft they
not draw down the approving {miles, the guardian
care, the rcwarding munificence of the Strreme
Ruler of natiops ? On the other fide, muft not ir-
religion, and its natural offspring, vice, equally
tend, both by a direct and a judicial operation, to
disjoint, to enfecble, to deftroy a community ?
Does not the univer{al experience of public bodies
from the begiaring to this day, feal the truth of
thefc cbfcrvations ? Isit not one mighty pra&ical
demonftration of the {alutary fruit of piety and vir-
tue, or the baneful influence of their ceppofites,
upon the order, the liberty, the general welfarc cf
nations !

Tre neceflity of religion to public happinefs te-
ing {ufliciently pruved, an interclting quefiion
arifcs ; what are the beft means of diffufing and
maintaining in a community this precicus and
fundamental blefling ? This inquiry brings up to
view the importance of public religious 1aftraéors.
The politicai neceflity of {uch an order of men, di-
rectly refult: from that of relirion itfelf,when com-

pared with the ignorance, dulnefs, and depravity
of
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ot the human miind, the fpiritual and fublime na-
ture of religious truths, the want of leifure as well
as ability in the bulk of mankind, for ftudying and
familiarizing them, and the influence of furround-
ing objedts of worldly cares and amufements to in-
tercept their view,to efface or weaken their impref-
fion. In this dark and impure region,”” how apt
arc even the moft contemplative and virtuous cha-
racters to lofe fight ot moral and {piritual objects,
and to get out of the fphere of their attraive and
rcgulating influence ! How greatly then do we all
need the friendly voice of sTATED MONITORS, tO
recal our forgettful, wandering feet ; and to enlight-
en and warm our hearts afrefh with the divine
principles and motives of religion ! Thofe in high
ftation need to be frequently reminded, that there
is a BE1~G above them, to whom they are account-
able, equal'y with the loweft of the people. Per-
fons of great genius and learning, require to be
often admonifthed that their obligations to ferve
Gobp and the public, are proportioned to their fu-
periour talents. The worthy and good in fociety,
need a frequent and lively inculcation of thofe
truths, which tend to nourith and fortify their vir-
tues, to enliven and extend their efforts of ufeful-
nefs. How much more needful, then is public re-
ligious inftruétion to the inferiour members of the
community, to thc numerous clafs of laborious
poor, to the groflly ignorant, the carelefs, and the
vicious ! Without this, how fhall they obtain a
compctent knowledge, or an abiding pra&ical im-
preflion of their various rclations and duties to
Gop, to man, to civil fociety ?

In
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In this view, the public worfhip of the Derry,
and ftated inftru&ions in religion and morality, ap-
pear as neceflary and beneficial to the State, as they
are to the fouls of individuals : And the inftitution
of 2 WEEKLY saBBATH, devoted to thofe purpofcs,
is the offspring of profound and gencrous policy,
if viewed merely in its alpect upon our prefent fo-
cial condition. For the decent and united obferva-
tion of it, by the Members of cach Corporation, is,
an eminent mcan of promoting ufeful knowledge,
civilization and good ncighbourhood ; of ftrength-
cning the cords both of political and chriftian
union ; of bringing feafonable reft and refrefhment
to the body and mind, after the fatigucs of world-
ly care and toil ; and of kecping alive in the minds
of all ranks, ar awful commandirg fenfe of DriTy,
of moral and religious obligation : Agreeably, the
public benetits ot this inftitution are diftindtly vifi-
ble on the face of thofe communities, which care-
fully fupport and obferve it ; whilft the contrary
features equally diftinguifh thofe, which defpife or
neglect it.

Tue preacher cannot do full juftice to this part
of his theme, or to his own profeflion as a Gofpel
Minifter, without adding, that the curisTiAN
RELIG1ON, properly ftated and enforced by its
teachers, has a peculiarly favourable influence upon
the prefent focial ftate of mankind : For, it is the
volume of revelation only, that fully illutrates
and confirms, and with due authority prefles, thofe
great religious principles, which we have thown to
be the bafis of virtue and of order. At the fame time
it fuperadds a new fcheme of truth, fuited to the
lapfed ftate of mankind, which at once encourages,

C directs,
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direds, aflifts ard conftrains to univerfal goodnefs;
it prefents the DerTv, in the full orbed luftre of his
perfections; it difplays the matchlefs philanthropy,
the generous expiation and interceflion of his Son ;
it offers and conveys the nceded fuccours of his
fpirit 5 it aicertains and defcrilics the future joys
anu forrows of immortality. Muft not thefc difc
coveries, 1aitably realizca. powerfully tend to check
trauigreflior.—rto kill the feeds of vice,7 * to pro-
duce, to enoble, and improve every branch of a vir.-
turus chara@er ? The moral fyiiem too, which
chriftianity builds upon thefe principles, is an emi.
nent friend to our prefent felicity. For it incul-
cates the moft ¢xtended, the moft altive, the moft
felf-denying benevolence ; it links us to the great
brotherbood of man ; yea, it unites us to the uni-
verfe, to eternity, and to Gop, the head and fum
of both. It levels all the haughty feelings of
fuperiour rank or abilitics, and places truc great-
nefs in humble, condefcending, clevated goodnefs.
By this, as well as by conftantly pointing us to thofc
two great levellers, death and an endlefs retribu-
tion, it introduces a kind of generous republican
equality among the different orders and conditions
in fociety. Itequally regards and fecures the in-
tereft ot all the members of the conmunity,by that
great rule of equity, ¢ whatever ye would that
men fhould do unto you, do ye even fo to them.”
By prefenting the fame motives and rewards of
virtue to the weak and the ftrong, and by urging
both to fecret acis of goodnefs, from a regard to
the approving eye, and final recompence of the
SUPREME JUDGE ; it provides a fteady fupport, a
conftant opportunity, a univerfal engagement to
the praitice of virtue. We may add, it regulates
and
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and refines thofe important f{ocial connexions and
duties, the conjugal, parental and filial, in a manner
highly favourable to the order and happinefs of
human fociety. Ina word, the fpirit of our reli-
gion, is uniting and peaceable : It is loyal, p:trio-
tick, and free: It is the iite and fupport ot gnod
government and of rarional liberty. Even the
pofitive, ceremonial rites of chriftianity, properly
adminiftered, are important out-works, which
guard the public welfare : For by ftriking upon
the fcnfes and imaginations of men, they bring
affeting truths with peculiar force to their he¢arts,
and hereby operate to produce a decent and regular
outward deportment.

WuaT an engine of public ufefulnefs, then, does
the chriftian inftitution put into the hands of its
Mirifters! And how important is it to the com.
mon good, that fuch an order of men thould be
fpread out over the whole community ! What un-
fpeakable aid may they aflord to, as well as reccive
from, the civil Magiftrate ! Whilft the people at
large reap a plentitul harveft from the united la-
hours of both ! Which brings us more diflin&ly to
point out out the feveral ways in which the Ruler
and Pric{t may and ought to combine their influ-
cnce, or to aflift each other, in leading the people
of Gobp.

We mean nat to advocate fuch a usion or co-
operation of the two orders, as involves a heteroge-
neous mixture of civil and fpiritual obje@s ; as
places the Magiitrate uprsn CurisT’s throne,in the
Church, ard invefts the chriftian Minifter with the
honors and the powers of the State : Such motley

alliances
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alliances are the offspring of political and priettly
ambition, aided by equal cunnicg; arc the main
pillar both of civii and religious tyranny ; and the
fource of infinite mifchiefs to the intellectual and
moral chara&er as well as the temporal condition
of mankind. ‘t'hey infedt the beft religion under
Hcaven, its Profeflors and Minifters, with the {pirit
of this world, with 2 proud, cruel, perfecuting and
immoral difpofirion. As a celebrated writer
oblerves, ¢ perfecution is not an original feature
in any religion ; but is always the ftrongly mark.
ed feature of all law, religion, or religions eftablifh-
ed by law. Tike away the law.cftablithment, and
religion re-afiumes its original benignity. In Ame-
ricaa Catholic Prieft is 2 good citizen, a good cha-
racter, and a good neighbour ; an Epifcopalian
Minifter is of the fame defcription ; and this pro-
ceeds from therebeing nolaw.eftablilhment inAme-
rica.”’

Ber whillt we execrate fuch trcafonable cone
fpiracies between Rulers and Priefts, againft the
dearctt rights and interefts of man, we may confif
tently recommend to the two orders, a liberal and
patriotick combination tor the gencral good.
‘I'herc is indeed, in many refpedts, a natural illiance
betweenintelligent, virtuous Magtftrates and Mi-
nifters, in a free and chriftian State.

Axp hrft, the Magiftrate may and ought to co-
operate withthe chriftian inftructor,by throwing the
weight of his perfenal example and private influence
into the fzale of chriftian piety and virtue. Lhe ef-
ficacy of example, when arrayed in all the fplen-
Jour of high otlice, is nut to be deferibed.  As re.

ligion
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ligion adds grace and dignity to the moft exalted
ftation, fo fhe dcrives a fuperiour charm acd majef-
ty from it.

WHEN the great political characters in 2 coin-
munity, give their uniform fanclion to religion,
by cxhlbmnfrhcr faireft features in their daxly de--
portment ; when they openly revere the name, the
fabbaths, the temple, and all the facred inflitutions
of the Moft High; when they liberally and zealoufly
contribute to the fcttlement and fupport, the
reputation and fuccefs of alearned and virtuous
Priefthood,to the extenfive propazation of chriltian
knowledge, and to the pious education of the rif-
ing agc ; when thcy are eminent patterns of vir-
tuc ‘lCmelVCo, and are careful to cherith and hon-

our it in others ; how unfpeakably do fuch exam-
ples conf rm and cxtend the credit and influence of
relizion ! What animation and cornfidence, what
tuperiour refpectability and fuccefs, do they give to
its teachers ! What authority and energy muft the
inward confciouflnefs, and open luftre of fuch virtue
impart to Rulers themfclves, in their oflicial pro
ceedings ; efpecially thofe which have for their ob-
ject, the fuppreflion of wickednefs, and the en-
couragement of the oppofitc intereflt | Whichieads
us to obferve, that Rulers eflicacioufly concur with
chriftian Minifters, when they carry the {pirit of
rcligion into their public conduct: When all their
political meafures are regulated by the cverlafting
maxims ot natural juftice, of chriftian equity and
benevolence : When they accordingly diftribute
the burdens, apply the refources, fulfil the engage-
ments and difcharge the debt of the public, with

*he {crupulous fairnefs, the exaét cconomy, the af-
fiduous
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fiduous attention required by thofe rules, in the
{milar tranfations of private citizens : When they
deteft and fcorn the idea of fanctioning by their
public authority, any meafure, which they would
biufh to avow or to practife in their individual ca-
pacity : Infhort, when the whole fyftemn of their
public conduct appears to be prompted and guided
by a surreME regard to the examplc and laws,
the approbation and honour of theinfinite RuLEr
and the good of his moral family : What a glori.
ous .:ttcftanon 15 here of the rcaht) , the command-
ing force of religious obligation ! Such a train of
political meaiurcs is pregnant with wvarious and
almoft inconccivable good. It inculcares various
fentiments upon the public mind, with ill the au-
therity and force of the higheft, the mott confpi-
cuous, and unequivocal example. It alfy directly
and efiiciently contributes to the general profperi-
ty : For it proceeds upon principles, which are as
effentially neceflary and condudive to focial union
and bappinefs, as the law. which govern the mate-
rial world, are to the har:nony and welfare of na.
ture.

FurTHER, the Magiftrate may greatly ftrengthen
the chriftian Tcacher by directing his pubhc atten-
tion to the advancement of religion and virtue as
an immediate and primary object ; by fo arrang-
ing his meafures for the increafe of temporal good,
as to render them in the beft manner fubfervient
to that which is ipiritual and eternal ; by enafting
and cxecuting laws for the prevention or punifh.
ment of protanenefs and immorality ; by promot-
ing virtuous characters to offices of honor and ufe-
fulnefs ; by neglecting and difpifing the vicious ;

by
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by leficning and removing the temptation to *1i-
quity ; by augmenting and multiplying the encou-
ragements to goodnefs ; by giving birth and
cflicacy to public and private means of learning,
fo eflential to rational picty ; by effectually
providing for the fupport and decent obfervaace
of public religious worfhip and inftruition fo
neceflary, as we have iecen, to the virtue, the
civilization, and happinefs, of the community.
Such a legal provifion for the maintainance of reli-
gious inftitutions, obvioufly falls within the pro-
vince of the Magiftrate, on account of their tranf-
cendent importance to civil government and focic-
ty : Nor does fuch provi“on adjufted upon an
cqual and liberal plan, make the lealt approach to
a political cftablithment of any particular religious
profeflion, nor confequently invole any invafion
of the prerogative of CHRIsT, or the facred rights
of confcience. On the other hand,

Secoxpry. The chriftian Minifter may and ought
to ftrengthen the hands of the civil Ruler. If
he poficfles thofe quatitics of head and heart, which
fuit his benevolent and comprehenfive office, he
mufit have the moft tender and ardent feelings for
the intereft of the State, as well as the Church.
He muft perceive an sinportant connexion between
them, as well as the friendly afpect of the chrifiian
doltrine upon both. He muft confcquently feel a
double flimulus to a prudent and faithful ditcharge
ot his truft. lle therefore endeavours, both in kis
public miniftrations, and in his private converfa-
tiocn and example, fo to reprefent and cnforce the
chriftian fyftew, as that it may, under the divine
blefling, have its tuli edect upon the character and

condition
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condition of mankind, in reference to this world
and the next. He takes particular care not to make
this beneficent and peaceable religion, an engine
of civil or fpiritval tyranny, confufion, malignant
firife, or in any refpe, an inftrument of increaf-
ing, inftead of leflening human depravity and
wretchednefs. c reels himfelf peculiarly united
to the worthy Mz, iftrate, by the ties of perfonal
efteem and publi affe@tion. Hc ftudies that his
whole deportr .nt refpeiting the Rulers and the
laws, may e..-refs and promote a fpirit of deccnt
fubjection and obedience, and he enforces fuch fub-
miffion by all the authority and fan&tion of religion.
His focial intercourfe with his family and flock,his
daily prayers in private and in public, tend to kin-
dle and to nourifh the fentiments of loyalty and
patriotifm. He loves to mention in the ears of the
rifing race, the names and fervices of patriot Rulers,
of eminent public benefaltors; and hercby to
charm the tender mind to the love of virtue, of
country, of mankind, as well as to a duc venera-
tion for, and grateful fubmiffion to fuch Minifters
of divine benevolence. His public difcourfes too,
all tend either direitly or remotely, to form his
hearers into good citizens and fubjeéls, as well as
holy chriftians. That fuch a reciprocation of fervi-
ces between the two orders, falls within the line of
propricty and important duty, is too obvious to
the eye of difcernment, to require a formal illuftra-
tion,

IT is with great fatisfaltion, that we appeal to
the hiftoric page of our own country, for a ftriking
ccmment upon the preceeding difcourfe. Our
tathers were led out of the houfe of bondage in

Britain,
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Britain, into the wiidernefs of America, and plant-
ed here, as inthe land of promife, by the fame di-
vine Shepherd, who led ancient Ifrael from deep
oppreflion and mifery, to the joys of freedom and
plenty. The fame gocd {pirit, which infpired
Mofes and Aaron, te undertake and conduét fo ar-
duous an enterprize, evidently guided and animat.
ed the leaders in that great attempt, which gave
birth to New-England. The fame union of friend.
fhip, of counfel and exertion in the public caufe,
which charadterized the Hebrew Lawgiver and
High-Prieft, diftinguifhed the political and religious
Fathers of Maflachufetts. The rulers of the State,
were at the fame time Members and pillars of the
Church. The religion which they thus folemnly
profefled, was the rule of their public and private
condu&, and the advancement of its interefts, a
main object of both., For this purpofe, they readi-
ly co-operated with the {fchemes and endeavours of
worthy clergymen, and contributed their beft ef-
forts for their comfort, reputation and fuccefs.

Tue advice and influence of the priefthood were
likewife ever at hand, to aid and fucceed the opera-
tions of the Magiftrate, and to promote the civil, as
well as religious interefts of the people, It is grant-
ed, indeed, that our anceftors carried this union of
Church and State, to an unwarrantable length.
But this was not their pzculiar fault : It was the
complexion of the age. And fhall we, their chil-
dren, who owe fo much to their generous fervices
and fufferings, fhall we, like undutiful and curfed
Ham, take pleafure in expofing their nakednefs ?
No, my fellow-citizens ; whilft we fpread a veil
of filial, piety over their imperfections, let us

with
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with the moft grateful emotions, celebrate that
united agency of Mofes and Aaron, which, uvrder
Gonb,laid fuch early and noble foundations of free-
domandorder, of {cienceand religion ; which in the
feeble infancy, and great poverty of the fettlement
gave birth toa public feminary of learning ; a femi-
nary, which from it: foundation, to this day, has
borne on its front the united infcriptior of the
Ruler and the Prieft, in the names of its Founders,
and Benefa&lors, of its Governors and Sons ! But
pailing over the intermediate ftages of our hiftory ;
you will permit me mcdeftly to afk, does not the
infcription juft mentioned, appear very confpicuous
on the face of our late glorious revolution? Did
not thefe two orders remarkably unite their cfforts
to keep the public mind in a pofture of vigilance, of
information, of patriotic ardour ? In thofe times
which tried men’s fouls, did not the public prayers
and difcourfes, the private infl ence and example
of the great budy of the clergy, urmly and fuccefs-
fully co-operate with the civil and military meca-
tures cf the country ? Did not the fame zealous
concurrence of the two departments, procure the
adoprion of the excellent conftitution of Maflachu-
fetts, and of the prefent federal fyftem, which gives
union, order, and happinefs to Amcrica? Did not
the fame virtuous and unfhaken combination emi-
nently mark that perilous and alarming crifis,
which a few years fince pafled over this Common-
wealth ? Do not thefe ftriking falls evince, that
the fpirit of the clerical oflice at lcaft,in this enlight.
ened and free country, is an important friend to
the liberty, government and happincfs of fociety ?
On the other hand, it becomes us gratcfully to ac-
knowledge the fupport which religion and its Mi.-
nifters
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pifters hive received from the eivil government of
_this State, from the authority and example of fomc
of the firft political charac'.}ers in it ; th.e additional
reputation and fuccefs which they have inftrument~
ally derived from that fource ; and Eh.e con.fcqucnt
face of fuperiour union and order, civilization and
virtue,which adorns a great part of our community.
‘Thefe advantages would ftrike us with much great-
er force, were we allowed to contraft our fituation
in thefe refpedts, with that of fome other parts of
thc Union : But decency forbids the invidious
comparifon.

WHEN we look over this numerous and refpeét-
able affembly, a cloud of witnefles ruthes upon our
ienfes and hearts, in fupport of the ideas now ad-
vanced.

Our eye is firft caught by the Cuier Mauis-
TRATE of this Commonwealth,who has had a large
fharc in the great political drama, th-* has been act-
ed on iheftage of the new world, and covered it
with glory. 1 he prefence of his Excellency reft. ains
the lips of dclicacy from paying him a formal tri-
bute of praife. But while his diftinguithed politi-
cal fervices are cngraven on every American bofom,
juftice to a differeat part of his character, con.
ftrains us to obferve, that he has cver treated reli-
gion, its inftitutions and Minifters, with a refpeét
becoming the enlightened, confitient patriot, and
Ruler, in a chriitian State. The clergy within his
jurifdiction, feel the animating influence of his at-
tentionand patronage,2nd wifh himin'return,alarge
expcricnce of the comtorts of our divine religion,
amidft that trying fcene of bodily infirmity, with

which
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which he has fo long been afflited. It is alfo our
united prayer to Gop, that his Excellency may
ever form his whole private and public condu&
upon the divine model propofed in the life and
precepts of the chriftian lawgiver. That fo his per.
fonal example and official meafures may unite their
influence to fpread piety and virtue as well as every
temporal blefling, through the community. To
this, he will feel himfelf urged by every motive,
which can operate upon a heart of fenfibility ; in
particular, by the interefting profpe of death and
endlefs retribution, to which the higheft earthly
god is equally bound with the loweft of his fub.
jects. May confcious fidelity chear the folemn
hour of diflolution, infpire boldnefs before the de.
cifive tribunal, and be crowned with fuperiour
glory in the kingdom of Heaven.

His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governour, meritg
our tribute of refped, on account of that diftin.
guifhed urion of political wifdom, patriotic virtue,
and chriftian piety, which has long dignified his
character. Notwithftanding the eminence of his
reputation among the civilians of the age, he has
not been athamed of the crofs of Chrift, but has
long been inlifted under that defpifed, but heavenly
banner. May he ftill continue an ornament and
pillar, both of the Church and Commonwealth, till
his hoary head fhall come down to thcgrave in
peace.

‘I'ne Honourable Council claim our regards, on
account of their important fhare in the executive
department, and worthy perfonal qualities, wkich
pointed them out to the fuffrages of thzir enlight-

cned
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ened fellow-citizens. Whilit their elevation to
this office rede&s on them a ray of glory, it obliges
them to a correfpondent digaity of fentiment and
condud : It invites themto 2 noble imitation of
the governing wifdom, juftice and mercy of Hinm,
who is the wonderful Counfellor, the King of
rightcoufncfs and of peace. It particularly calls
them to advife and confent to the appointment of
fuch charafers only, to interpret and execute the
laws, as are exemplary themfclves for the obferv.
ance of hunan and divine injun@ions, and endow-
ed with talents and difpofitions fuited to the im.
portant truft. Inthis way they may unfpeakably

promote the civil and moral interefts of all parts of
the Commonwealth.

Tne Gentlemen who compofe the two Branches
of the Honourable Lcgiflature, will permit our con-
gratulations on the frefh mark of efteem and confi-
dence,with which their conflituents have honoured
them. They willlikewife remember that the truft,
with which they are charged, is very folemn and
momentous ; that it is rendered ftill more awful,
by the declarations and oaths, with wkich they
havc recently entered on its execution. As we
cannot doubt their fincerity in thofe profeffions
and appeals to Heaven, we entertain a chearful hope
that all their tranfaitions on this day and through
the year, will be regulated by the excellent princi-
ples of that religion, and of thofe civil conftitutions
which they have publicly taken for their guide.
We reafonably expect that all their laws and pro-
ceedings will be fo many branches grewing out of
the ftock nf equal jufticc and comprehenfive bene-
volence ; that they will be ftrongly marked with

the
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the fane Integrity, virtue and honor, which {uit
and adorn the rational and chriftian character in a
private capacity. ‘They will ever rememnber that
the fome practical principles, muft form the bafis
both of public xnd individuzl happinets and glorv
and that the policy of thofe who weuldrear  he
fabrick of npational profperity upon a  different
toundation is equally unphilofophical and iniquit-
ous. As human art, in order to produce certain
ufeful cffects muft conform to the principles of na.-
ture, or the citablifhed laws of its great Architedt;
fo the politician muft build the order and weclfare
ci {ociety upon thoie moral principles and connex-
ions, which the fame Armsciry Rever, has in-
fiituted in the rational fyftem. If he actan oppo-
fite part, he viviually, attempts a new creation :
Yea, like the inan of an, he exalts himfelf above
ail that is called Gob ; for it 1s Le glory of the
Dzi~vhimicif, though he be an ablolute AvLsicn-
TY Scvirti1eN, that he connot govern upon any
other plan than that of inviclable truth, juftice,
and goodreis; that e cannot liec to any ot his
fubjects, or trifle with their rcafonable petitions,
expeciations or claiims. It will be the glory of our
Rulers, to copy after this divine original. Noidea
therefore of omnipoternce or uncontrolled Sove-
reignty, will be permitted to infect their delibera-
tions and decifions ; but their whole condudt, as
it refpects particular citizens, the Commonwecalth
in genceral, and the gieat Awrerican Republic, will,
we truit, exhibit a fair piturc of honcit, erlarged
and Tederal policy.

Hoxorep Fartiers 1 As you do not remnove out
of the fphere of rc'iiious obligation,by entciing the
circle
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circie of politicks 5 as you, have all this day profefl-
ed che chritian beliet, and many of you are com-
plete viible members of the Redeemer’s family ;
vou will fecl under the molt facred ties, to devote
the fuperiour powers and advantages of vour pre-
{ont ftaticas, to the chriitian intercit. Whailit theve-
fore you tenderly guard the 1ights of confcience,
and afford equal protedtion to all peaceable citi-

zens, you wili make and entorce ever y nccdful
provifion for the gencial diffufion of rcligious and
moral fcntim_cnta, and for the maintenance and ob.-
fervation of thofe chriftian and literary inftitu-
tions, which are requifite to that end. Among
fuch inftitutions, th: ncighbouring Univerfity has
a diftinguithed claim to your liberal patronage.
It has been one ot the grand nurferies of civiliza-
tion, liberty, good government and religion.  Our
very exiftencs, as aretpectablc community, is, un-
der Gon, greatly derived from that fouvrce.  Tiial
gratitude then, as well as every fentiment of pub-
ic virtuc, prcﬁ cur Rulers to nurie and cherifh
this their ancient parent, with a terder and gerer-
Ous carc.

Ina word, lct me vefpecifully cail upon all our
civil o:licers, in cvery departmment, to confecrate
their authority, influence and example to the great-
eft cood of the commuuity. You, Gentiemen, col-
lectively confidered, are the movieg and rezulating
principle of the whole political machine. If you
jointly and firenucuily purfuc a virtucus train of
conduct, it will operate like a po '.'crtul charm
upon all parts cf the fyftem, and call up a new creaa
tion of beauty, virtue and lnppincfb. Let it then
be woyr firit ambition and endeavour, to make

' markind
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mankind wifer, better and happier ; to raife up the
drooping head of virtue ; to tread down irreligion
and vice ; to enlarge the empire of knowledge and
righteoufnefs ; to augment as much as paffible, the
fum of created good, and of creating and redeem-

ing glory.

AND fince the advancement of thefc great inter-
efts lies very much between you ard the ftanding
teachers of religion, let gentlemen in thefe different
orders cultivate a friendly and patriotic alfliance,
by all the methods which prudence and generous
virtue fuggett.

YE venerable leaders of our civil and ecclefiafti-
cal tribes ; how many and how forcibleare the ties
which bind you together ! In this land of politi-
cal and religious freedom, you both derive your
election to office from one fource ; you are fellow-
labourers in one great and benevolent caufe ; you
arc important members of one civil body, and by
vifible profeflion and facred obligation, of onc
chriftian family ; in the duc performance of your
feveral offices, you difplay the fame leading excel-
lent talents and virtues, and mutually give and re-
ceive the moft important fupport. Certainly then,
there can be no ftrife, no jealous diftance between
you ; for ye are brethren. We congratulate the
pcople of Maflachufetts, on the liberal and virtuous
union, which at this moment fubfifts between you,
and which is particularly exemplified in thofe nu-
merous laudable incorporations, which embrace
many of your firft characters ; and which have for
their objedt, the interefts of fcience, of arts, of edu-
cation, of Bumanity, of chriftian knowledge and

pictv.
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piety. To perpetuate this union and render it flill
more operative to the general good, and not the
low felfithnefs or vanity of exalting and ftrength-
ening his own profeflion, confidered as a feparatc
intercft, has been the preachers governing motive
in this difcourfe ; and with 2 view to the fame
grand obj=&, he modefily fubmits to the candour of
both departments, a few monitory hints, fuggefted
by the prefent afpet of fociety and of religion.

In thic firlt place : Our leading charaétess in the
civil and theliterary line, will feel the peculiar im-
portance, at this degencrated period of animating
their clerical brethren, in every method dictated by
widdom and virtue ; and particular, by encourag.
ing them to calculate their public miniitrations up-
on principles of the moft extenfive ufcfulnefs. They
will confider, that many of us are connected with
focieties, which are chiefly compofed of the labour-
ing and more illiterate clafs ; that thefe peculiarly
nced the privileges of a weekly fabbath and public
religious inftruction ; and that many of them re-
quire very plain, and very pungent applicatiors, in
order to cnlighten their ignorance, to roufe their
ftupidity, or to check their vicious career. Our
chriftian patriots, therefore far from defpifing, will
generoufly aid thofc teachers, who frequently en-
deavour,by all the mcthods of familiar, pathetic, or
alarming addrefs, ta reach and refine thefc rougher
parts of the community. The enlarged know-
ledge and experience of our learned civilians will
alfo infpire fentiments of candour towards the
pricfthood, in regard to that variety of fpcculation,
of gifts, and addrefs, by which it is diverfified 3
they will view this diverfity as naturally refulting

E in
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in great meafure from the fpirit of free inquiry
and improvement, which characterizes th= prefent
day. They will confider too, that it furnifhes
public teachers fuited to the various capacities,
taftes and prejudices, and all the grades of charac-
ter and condition, which at this period mark the
face of fociety. They will further confider, that
the operation of republican e.juziity and religious
freedom, will fometimes introduce a chriftian in.
ftructor not perfectly agreeable to the relith or the
fpeculations of a few fuperiour menibers of a2 cor-
poration, but perhaps very accepiable and benehi-
cial to the general mafs of the people. 1n fuch cafes,
does not a regard to focial order, to equal rights, to
the greateft moral and political good, require a ge.
nerous and peaceable acquiefcence ?

Ox the other hand. it becomes the cleryy at this
day ftudioufly to hold up their office, an:l the reli-
gion which they teach, in the moft refpe@able and
pleafing light. A fpecial attention to this obje&,
is rendered important, by the prefent improved
ftate of fociety; by the learningand politenefs,which
adorn many of our religious aflemblies; by therapid
progrefs oflocfe fentimentsand manner: ,and thecon.
icquent difrelifh or contempt of chriftian de@&rines,
inftitutions, and teachers. To check thefe fpread-
ing evils it tecomes the facred order to pay great
attention both to the private and public duties of
their fundtion ; it becomes them, in the perform-
ance of the latter, to difplay a force of reafcning,
a propricty of thought, of method and exprefion,
a decency of ftyle and addrefs, which may at once
bear down the fcoffs and the fophiftry of liberti-

nifn, juftly pleafe the tafte of literary refinement,
an:d
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and at the fame time exhibit the plain, the affettion.-
itc, the evangelical preacher. It becomes them
Loth in their minifirations and perfonal example,
to reprefent the chiifiian inflitution and minifiry,
as friendly to human happinefs in both worlds ; as
breathing a focial and courteous, a cand.id and for-
bearing, a loyal, uniting, and public fpirit; a fpi-
rit,which whilit it fupremely aitaches us to the fer-
vice and rewards of the life to come, cherifhes a
praper fenfibility of our rights, duties, and enjoy.
ments as inhabitants of the earth. It becomes
them in every confiftent method, to fupport the ci-
vil interefts of the community, the refpectability
of its Rulers, and the efficacy of its Laws. And
whilft law fpeaks to the public ear, in one uniform,
inflexible tone, it is ours, my Reverend Fathers and
Brethren, to bring home the addrefles of religion
to the bofomss of individuals ; and by a pertinent
and forcible application of her peculiar truths and
fanctions, to {cize their confciences, their imagina-
tions, their hearts ; to poflefs and command their
inmoft feelings. By this procefs, under the in-
fluenceofthe all creating fpirit ; we are firft to mould
them into good men, and then by an eafy tranfition
into good citizens, rulers and fubjects. Above all,
let us ever keep in our own realizing view, and en-
deavour to enforce upon our people, the primary,
theinfinitely weighty objetof ourreligion and mini-
ftry, viz. the fpiritual, everlafting falvation of immor-
talbeings,and the glory of Gop and hisSow, fhining
forth in the wondrous contrivance, and accomplifh-
ment of it. Whilft our Rulers are puthing forward
our temporal profperity and glory, lct us labour to
cftablith and to complete that glory, by a corref-
ponding advancement of this moft important ob-

je&t. Into this channel let us endeavour to draw
all
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all the civil and literary, as well as religicus advan-
tages, which come within our reach. Let the unit-
ed efforts cf the clergy and laity, be efpecially em-
ployed in diffufing chriftian knowledge and virtue,
through thofe vatt territories of our country,whofe
poverty, and remote fituation have precluded the
itated chovmcnt of religious inftitutions ; and in
promoting a more gcneral and effectual attention
to the private means of education, in various parts
of the Commonweaith. By fuch a union of pub-
lic exertion, our leading charadters in Church and
State, will relemble the two olive-trees, which
the Prophet faw in vifion, emptying their goldcn
cil mto the candleflick of Zics.

Fellorw.Citizens of this great Affembiy,

I felicitate you and our common courtry, on the
natural, civil and religious advantages, by which
we are {o eminently exalted ; and efpecially on the
profperous train of our national affairs, under the
aufpices of indulgent Heaven, and its favourite
Minifter, the Pres1peENT of THE UNITED STATES.
When we mention this beloved citizen and bene-
factor of America, every bofom prefent, feels the
endearing and forcibie illuftration, which his ex-
ample gives to the leading fentiment of this dif-
courfe. l'or the charm of his piety, of his public
and private virtue, as well as political wifdom, has
been a principal cement of our national union, and
fo a prime fource of all its attendant bleflings.
What then is wanting to complete the glory and
happinefs of our country ? Nothing but the gene-
ral prevalence of the fame excellent fpirit ; a fpirit
of fublime virtue, correfponding to the natural
orandeur and extent of America, and to its noble

COl.~
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conftitutions of govcrnmcnt and rcligion. Virtue
enlightened and invigorated by political and chrif-
tian knowledge, is eminently the foul of a republic.
Itis neceffary to dire@, to cnliven, to guard the
election of its Rulers, and to fecure (o them, the
generous confidence, fubmiffion and co-operation
of the people. It is peculiarly requifite in 2 com-
munity like ours, fpread out over fuch an immenfc
continent, divided by fo many local governments,
prejudices and interefts : A people fo circumftanc.
ed, can never be firmly and durably united, under
onefree and populargovernment,without the ftrong
bands of religious and moral principle, of intelli-
gent and enlarged patriotifm. Liberty planted in
fuch afoil, will be perpetually tending to unbridled
licentioufnefs, diftracting jealoufies, and popular
confufion. Let us then fet up a vigilant guard
againit thefe encroaching evils. Lct us not imagine
that the exercife of civil liberty, corfifts in ignorant
or epvious abufe of public charatters and mea-
fures ; nor that religious freedom will juftify care-
lels negleét or wanton contempt of the truths, the
ordinances, and minifters of that religion, which
was {ent down from Heaven to guide us, to pre-
fent and future happinefs. Though we are not ac-
countable to the civil Magiftrate for our religious
fentiments and worfhip ; yet we certainly are to
the DeiTy ; and he has given us no liberty in this
enlightened country, either to thick swith Deifts
and Sceptics, or to live like Atheifts ; nor will the
proftitution of his Sabbaths, to idlenefs or amufe-
ments in defiance of human and divine laws, pafs in
his account for a mark of fuperior politenefs or liber-
ality. In oppofition to thefe wicked,but too modifh
abufesof liberty,let usrcrnemberthat cnergetic gov-

ernmcat,
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ernment, is the guardian of freedom, and that re-
ligion, efpecially the chriftian, is the pillar. of both.
Let us then properly refpe, fupport, and concur
both with our civil and religious Minifters. Let
us exercife the moft fcrupulous care in the eleétion
of both, and be rationally fatisfied, that their heads
and hearts, their princples and morals, comport
with the fpirit of their feveral offices. But having
chofen them, let us treat their perfons and adminif.
trations with that confidence and honour, which
become a wife and magnanimous people, and which
may, by the blefing of Gob, give the greateft ef.
fe& to their benevolent labours.

FinaLLy : As the crown of all, let us become pious
towards Gop, humble and obedient believers in
his Son, confcientioufly fubmiflive to the govern-
ment and laws of our country, fober, frugal, and
diligent in gur feveral employments, juft and kind
to onc another, unitedly and zealoufly attached ta
the great interefts of America, and of the whole
human fraternity. Then we fhall hold out an in-
viting example to all the world, ot the propitious
operation of a free government ; we fhall encour-
age and accelerate the progrefs of reafon, and of
liberty, through the globe. Already has the new
world diffufed the light and warmth of freedom
acrofs the Atlantic, into the old ; which has given
birth to a furprifiag and glorious revolution. Let
us be nobly ambitious, by our future condud, to
feed and extend the generous flame ; and thus to
realize the withes and hopes of all benevolent {pi-
rits in Heaven and earth. Let us efpecially labour
and pray,that thefe political flruggles and changes,

may, ander the divine agency, introduce new and
brighter
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brighter fcenes of chriftian knowledge and piety,
till the whole world fhall be covered with divine
glory and human blifs. And may we in particular,
after having filled our departmentsin fociety here,
with ufefulnefs and honor, be united to the more
glorious community of the righteous ; where the
official diftin&ions of Mofes and Aaron, are known
no morc ; where all the followers of the Lams,
fhall form one royal priefthood, onec mighty com-
bination of perfe@ and happy immortals; and
Gob the originial fource of being and bleflednefs,
fhall be aLL in ALL.
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