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PSALM LXV. 11. 

eROU ~ltOWNEST THE YEAI. WITH THY 

GOODNESS. 

. 
() ... ~4!~!c~ ~ I T H pleaful'e, benevolent rouk 
~c~yyy 0 O~VVyyo~ 

:~~~~o o~~~e~~ ... afcribe glonT to GOD. ~·bey de .. 
VYvV~oooooooc~YV~~ -I 
"f/\I'IOOWOO\l~"'" 1· h k 1 . h- H d-vo 0 0 0'1,""" 19 t to ac now edge IS an ID 

a
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;.) 0 0 0, 
~eo : : o$~... an their bleffings, and his goodnefs 

~~~~~ggoooooo~~~~vv~ · · · f h· P 
V;w'V¥oV(t OVO"" In all the dlfipenfatlons 0 IS to. 

t
~YOYV¥O OY~VOv¥ 
YOvY~yVO o~¥v~~o~ 
O"'YY~"'VyoV'y~VVY'Jt)' vidence With humble adOratl·OIl 
"""'~ . and real gratitude, they acknowledge that GOD crowDI 

~c year With his goodnefs. We may 

I. Mention fome of the views and feelings Wilh 
which this acknowledgment is made, by tho 
underftanding, and upright. And 

'I. Take notice, in fome particulars, how THIS 

,ear has bIen crow~ed with GOD'S goodnefs. 
I. I~l 



( s ) 
- -

~ It is propored to mention (ome of the views an. 
feelings, with which the underftanding, and uprighr, 
a~knowledge that GOD crowns tht ]tar with iis 

LfJ,dncjs. 

J. THOSE. who, underftlndingly, ·and uprightly, 
'~1ake this atknowkdgmenr, view the Providence of 

God as univerfal: They believe that God fuperintend~ 

governs, and difpofes all events and ali things : or, in 

fcripture.language, that ·he w,,,keth Illt things afttr Ib, 

coultftl of his own will. They believe that every thin~ 
both in tIle natural and moral world, are under the 

rlifpofing Providence of God. They view him as a 

tGod, upon whom all creation, with every dwugbt anc1 
.rnotjon~ is dependent ; in whom THEY ~ and all others, 

Jive, a,ul1liove, and ba~e their icing. 

THEY vic\v l1im as tl1<: ·God who made, and who 
-,;overns the planetary world j who holds the times and 

feafons in his hands, having the direftion of fummer 
nr.d \\linter, feed .. time alld harveft, cold and heat. 

1b:nes and fhcuers; caufing the earth to yield her in

creafe, ar.d the ~rees their lruit~ 1·hey view God as 
the Ed!:ower of every bleffing, as the Provider of aU 
their geod things, the Father cf all their mercies, an<1 

Difpofer of all their circumftances. They fed that 
tbey havt nothin~, but what they received from God. 

W·he-o 
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When they b3ye laboured, ·and wed mtths to obtaill 
the comf,.ns of life, they realize that all their labour 

woul;.i have b~en in vai~ without the bleffing of Go~ . 
-and to him they feel indebted for all things which 

they enjoy. 
WITH fuch views and feelings, benevolent focls [.11 

'Unto God, t£b,. trowntjl. the year wilh tbJ g~odJle(s. 

And, with fuch views and feelings, it becomes us to 
make the fame acknowledgment this da.y. If we do 
Dot view God as the fapreme Difpofer of all things i 
if we do not aCknowledge the operation of hjs Hand. 

in every tvent, and realize that all things are of him, 

Jlow can wt', underftandingly, and uprightly, fay unto 

lim Cf hOIl CTO'UJ1tejl the ,ear fIJ;tb thy goodntjs 1 

s. Difcerning and benevolent fouls, acknowledge 

that God crowns the year with his ~nodnefs, beli~ving 

that he has a wife and important end in view, in all 

events which take place. 
IT is, in their view, a reality, that God hath n)ad~J 

and that he governs all things for himfelf-for his own 

glory J and fo for the greateft good of the uni verft' • 

They believe that God means good-means to glorify 
himfdf in every event, however evil in itfdf, and howe

"~r dark, and nlyfterious to his creatures. 'I hey believe, 

&hat it is not (rom any refpeCt to perfons,. that o~e is 
profpered • 
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pro~~d.;..-",ohile tnothtt i~ afBitlcd-tbat One II •• 

fulnefS. while another is in want. They believe, tlat 
to prom~te the f;!me glorious cnd. -God prof~rs fooq 
and difappoints others; gives (0 (om~) and withholds 

from others. They believe. notwithftantiing aU the 
diftintlions anlong creatures, and all the cllangel ia 
their circumftances, God is uniform in his goverommfj 

unchangt"01bly good--the Father of lights and of mercies. 
from whom co.neth down every good and every perfea 
gift, and with whom is " ., 'Uorillliltlfgs, 11" lRI] fbMl, • 
.., 1IIrll;lIg. II 

DISC~ltN I NG and humble Couls, believe that every 
thing which takes place, is, 00 the whole, for the beft.;-~ 

That God me-ans good, even when his creature~ meaq 

evil-in tbe famt" events. They view God as a Being 

Viho is never fruftrclted, nor dtfappointed-who difpo-o 

I. res all things, in [he \vifeft and beft manner,' to pro

mote his own glory, ::nu the beft good,ofhiskiogdoln. 

· And they feel that they {boo-Id exalt themfelves, and im

peach the wif.lom of Goo, if they ihould fuppofe that 

any thing takes place, which is not, on the whole, for 

the beft: Or, if they fhould fuppofe things could be 

difpofed any better than they are', all things confidered. 

SUCR are the views and feelings of thore, who un ... · 

aerftandingly and uprightly fay unto God "Zh,. 
lr D'C'J n tft. 
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~-.;,,;:'tbt _,i"T~it'J t~'{OotIvfs.fIfI Andr!:" .it.sad 
I ~x · ': -i ~.!II arC' illl ,. .r{ "?t{ I~ us, upo, this oc~6oo-Jea. 
a~ .III ti n~·~. F,.r,. utlldiwe btJirt«: th.lt God bas a wife 

and '!x-n~Y~I~r end i~ ,~:~W J in !Ii !~l;:l~ -an':: that e
ven·:thing .hidl tak>~ !~l.~~~J is, ~n tbe w;lOle. f~i" -,!e 

. .... 

"gr(,clteft ~_!) lIn. ('ail we fay un!O u~·,: cc The .:rt':1ll:-

cc tl 'hi yllJ. .iih tJJy'tfJCwft I'll -,I f we fupp~)fe th:lt 
- .... -, - -' 

God'svrraits rome thiil~" to t41~e place which are not 

en the whole. for tile beft, with 'wn~t pll>prie~y ca~ we 

adopt thitlt;age6fthetm? For, if God is a Being 
; - - -

.of i~6njte underftanding, and altnighty pttwer (as we 

dou~ite)$ ali atkno.lcd~) then certainly he is abl~ to 
~ . ~-

dil~e aU thlags in th~'6eft mann~r 'able'-to preftllt 
the -i ':pl~ ~(~y thing, and of every thiDai 
whiati~ _n~J i,n th~ wboie~ forme greateft good. And 

.... '.. - '.~, - ---... -.: _.... 4, . - --... ..... _ -.. 

if wibel!£ve tI~at" God is1 able to' difpofe all tbings!11 
.:-~ 

th~ be:.l.nlt1oer, ani yet be~i~ve t~~the SUFr~RS ft}:n. 
- - ~. ~ ( -- -

things tCl take place, wnwhare not, oa tbe \vbole~ t~r 
- --. -. 

the beft, can we underftandinglr a~d uprightly Jsy; that, _ · 
- :-" -~ -

~e (( Crowns the ),ellr with 'Dis goodlltjs r' 'Can we fup-

.pore' tbat God is good in not doing THAT, or in not 

clufin"5 "rtlA'r, to be dt)ne, '."lhi'_:1 is :or t~le greatdc, 

, good? Or C:ln ~'e believe that he i~ goo.,' J ir. ::lifering 
--. .,. 

any thing to tak~ pl~ce'wi:ich is n."):; on the VA10k, for 

Illis ~vm glo;1, and" the '''en: jnteteft'""of the U oivirfe ?~" , 

I ~ B IJnta 
t , 
i 
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11 ... p.~ ClDGcd ~good in rCQ 3 ~ ?-C:'n ho 

he &oed to btimdt in fufierir.g th:!t t~ take place • 
• 

.. J.ida is ~ 00 the wholt", fof :ais own glory? Or can 

lie be iooci to the Univr:ic> i!l.fu1fcriog THAT to t3ke 

plact'» .hich is n __ ~ on tht> \Yho!c~ fer the g~atcft good 
el t~ U nR-ttf~ ?:--Or- em he be 200d to individu~Sa 

~ 

.. r.urm::3 ~1l to do that which is an cd in itklf-

- cd CO ~D in its ccnfeqUe!lC~~ and an evil, on the 
wldel 9 

~» t~ with p!'Optt yian:; acl fcdings, we fa), un-

10 God. «Del IT,~ll I::~ y~~!!.Iith tb~ gNihgs,-. 
lB. we m!t b:E~~ tI:2t h~ C~ :-JI thio2S wdl--that 

~ -
ita aD thi9&~ J;e b:s s ::-::,~~~!en;: e.cad ie view-that he 

aI.as dca Tif~A» ~::J caui:'S THAT to be-done wliich • 

is far ~ ~:"'"al gpc~--~ he nene fuffe:-s a."ly thing 
b ... p!.1Itt whid. is not, on the shole, for his own 

gkal» ad !he bcft good of aU who love him-though · 

"1IIJ Liings ~ml in ~mfcly(~, an~ ta'lat, nonvith

"'dia~ mullitWes of b:s c~a...--un:~ i:l numberlef3 in. -
ft:.!~.:'tS, naan evil, u.d<!eicrve pun~fhm~nt, yet BE, in 

t!* yay ~,~nsgood.»;.ndis WORTRY ToaS 9 

Jt1&1SDl 

3. WIS~ and bubble fou)s~ with ttCoiaciii~tion • 

Gcxt. aad wilh f3tis&aion iD his ~c~erDillcnt, fiiJ un~ 

., ~ a!1u "'.i:~f ,lie Jtlll: ~iii: 11:)' ~/S. 

TH:Y. 
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TilEY not only belie7e that the providmceof God 
-is univcrfal, Jd that he bas a benevolent end in view 

• 
~ i:l every event which takes place; but they alfo ieel . 
'leco;lciJed to his charaaer, and governlntnt.-~- • 

They have ruch pJeafu~ in Divine government, that 

thty choofe the Lord 1h~uld reign-and ha.ve the .1b~ 

folun: difpolal of their own bodies, and fouls, their 

mortal~ and immortal interefts, and of ell things in 
.~venJ earth and hell. $ 

TrrEY Me,· in the tet'r~~t ef their n!inds, reconciled 
to the great end of ~ God's works: They prefer the . 

iarne end above every other objetl:-they prekr God's 

gl~)ry above thei~ own individual happinefs. There
fore they rejoice, not merely becaufc God is good . to 

them, individually, but becaufe he glorifies himfe1f, and 

F0'!l0tes the general good: Confequently th., feel a 

readinefs to acknowledge' that God "CrowIIs thl y.t. 
cc witb Hs gootlngs," whatever liheir outward circum-

. lances may be. Though they may be in want of 
. 

creature-comforts» while others have a fulnefs; . yet 

· they cheerfully acknowledge the goodnefs of God!-

Although as to the in) "she fig-ITte /hollld n~t bloJlom, lUi .. 

cc lher jIJ_Jii frllil It ia Ihe 'f};1U; IhoMgh tht laDD,. 1/ 
cc Ib, ol;f}t jJ()uld fail, l11Id Ih, fields ,ield 110 .,"1 i 

cc th"~6 I/;t.. .1,(lu 1h,1I1d II, till If IT'"' Ibe fold, _ 
• 

ce Ibir, 
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" Ibn-: /h6:l1.l b' no btrd in Ibtj!~!l-/J-illlbtJ'tIJiIIlJ'rt. 
~Cjoju ill toe Lord" ~re:oiC'e, knowing "'at G9d wIll 

be glorificd.-And if tilt, hav.e, a fulnefs of crt'alur("~ 

. ~forts, they rc;joice, not only in the ~njoymt:nt .0: 
chore 'things, but alk> in tbe confideration that Gvo is, 

and will be glori6-ed iii the bc:ftowm,r-nt of them. As 

t iCY ~liC'le God di(oofes all th1!lgs in th~ bdt ll)anner, 

nle~ning tQ. get glory to himfdf in every event, and as . 

they fed recO\~iled to this end"which God has· con .. 

_ ftantlyin view, they can, and wili-crejo:\.'e, and acknow

~ ledge" GJt/ ,rOf/XIi tb~ J!t!T 'Wit:" .7'iJ f,,,·dnejJ" Vlhethet:· 

• 

they are ab;t{cd.1 or c1.'..lound, as_ to their own cir~u.nlltln~. 
c~s in life ... 

SUCH '{atisfafrion in Di,-ine- g0l--C~n1'ient b n~cdra ... 

tY for us, in order to aCk~10'Yledg\. 'JuJ'$ gQ(;Uflt:G in 

-an acc:.able manner. If we- are unreconciku to- tJndJ 

~an we truly fay: that he is gooti? h this tilt: leal Ian., 

guage of an unreconciled hean? If \\e are in heart 

oppofed to the end of all God'!, works., or if we preiei' 

a private interefito Divine glory, and the general good, 

-how can we fay that "God crflWliS the ]tIlT witb his 

· C,' g80JlltIJ?" For God is not reeking private intcrdls

'the private intereft or happi l1efs of his creatures is not 

-his ultimate end, in the good things he beftows upon 

chem: l-liJ o,,.nglQrYJ is his' objeCt, in every gift that 
_ LC 
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he beft-OWI, upon every individual of his creatum.-
r Of -the promo1ron of this greateft good~ all m~~u •. 
and judgments, are inteDdt~ i (or GQd will not -live" I 

his glory to another. How then can ~e 'July fa,~ -~ I 
God is good, even in the bdlowment of thofe ~.c -~ 
things with- which we are furrouodcd, -if -we Iaa .. e-i 
a oncnefs of intereft: with him·l We ma, rejoice in our, 
having good ~ingsJ ~fGod'spIDYid •• -. rc
oonciliat;on of hean to him: But what -kifld of joy ~4 
this? Is it not of a felfifh natUre? If we- onlj rejOQ~ IJI : 

in the good things whi~h we enjoy, what1hould we.~ -~, 

if ftr:ppt:d' of Our eanhly comforts? In what ftlould- _ . -' ... 

we then rc;ioice? God may caufe 3 great change 1ft 0"V _ i 
circumftances i he may take from us thore bldlibgl 

• 

+lith which we are now furrounded, and prove·us ia: dtC: 
furnace of affliction:" And 1houJd .(his be ae:~.~ 

fhould we be rt-cuced topoverty, and want, God Would 

be as gnoo as he is now~ and as worthy to .be praifed • .-.oI!I

He would 3!lfwer the fame benevolent end, in Ukmg 
from ftIS~ that he does now, in )oadingus with his be":' 

""' 
neErs. And with the fame temper of mind, with 

..... . 

which \lit': can truly acknowledge hisgooC~fsJ and 
praife his name in profperity, we can rtjoice in GodJ 
atld acknowledge his goodnefs, in ad v erfity. With a -

fCcoocHed heart, we can bIers a taki~g, as"",eU .... -gi__ i • in, I 
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ing, God. And without this teJnper, in vain we tna! 
-expeCk our offerings will be acccI)ted by him, \vhofe 

-eyes fee, and whofe eyelids nlark out the goings of the 

children of men. 

II. WE are to take notice, in fome particulars, 

wherein this-year has been crowned with God's goodnef. 

·toward us. 

THouosGod is good at all times-unchangingly 

good-good in every event-and worthy to be ~;raift:d) 

let our circunlfl:ances be what they m:ty, yet thole thinJi 

-which are in ,thenlft'lve~ favours and bleffings to U!l, ill 

the prefent C:l~:~yrnent.r lht'ln, ca!l for preient and 

-particular' ack;t ... y,vlt dgr,,"'.,:,nts tu G0J~ And in [he 

continuance, allf~ b\.:ftoVJn1ent of fuell f~VOl.lrS and b1(·1 .... 

flags. God has cfGwncd tllis year with his goodnt:[~ 

,1oward -us. 

THE following particulars efpecially deier,'e to be 
J10ticed upon this occalion~ 

I. GOD has cro\vned this year with his goodnefs, in, 

~ontinuing to us the bleffing~ of civil and religious li

berty. 

THESE United States, having in years paft, through 
the blcffing of God, fhaken off the yoke of Britifb. 

Tyranny J and oppreffion, u~rough his bleffing \ve ye.t 

continue a free people. We yet tafte the fweets of li~ 
b~rty 
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~rt, and-fiftdain~ Wc have Com1itutloDl, a..t ~ 
(onlled upon juft, and nJuiuble pfincipla. wbi1O,--' 
they biDI us to-ordt-r. thty '"quaU1 guard oar Hoca-' 
our proiXnies, aad pri"~. _"·c hnethofe..,. 
~ cn~fe, to rule over us, ancfwe have the priviItat 

. .... 

of choofing -(or ollrfcl~ again, and again. ' 
~ 

Ix matters of Rligion OUl' confcimca _DOt bound. . ~ 

We may ~Iicft ~ aod warihip as we ,- tNa1t is right. 
~.. .. 

without espoting oorfclve5 to dCath-or bonds 0 or ex- -, : 
penfe of propa'1-or the lola of civil priYilqp.~ ",;J 0 

- ....... ~ ~ 

CoUJ.D ~, (or a. moment, realize tM fituation of -'~ 

millions in other parts of the wor1cl, who are (lava ua~ ~ 
dcr civil, and eccIdiaftical tyranny~ how highly ..,$ c 

we ,-prize our Liberti~s,and, if aB:u~ by bmeYOlmcr. 0 

lldw camdlly mould we defile, and how heartily fhouW -

\!e pray that the oppreffed in other countries might-Ob- ~ 

tain like privileges with us ! 
_10, 0, MY fellow-cirizens, gratefu~ly acknowledge "the .. ' 

4 goodocfs of God in the continuance of the ~1dIings Of 
., civil, and religious Lilx-rty; and take care to improve 0 

.-
'; t)Or~ privileges wifely, and reek their further CODf:JDU': ! anee: Y ca, leek to hand than dO~J 'inviolate, to ge .. 
, Dt"rations yf"t unborn; that your children and children', 
.-; 

children ~ay fh£lre in like bleffirigs.' On the one 
band, kerp your eyts o~~ an~ guard agaiaft the de .. 

yices of aftu,niD~, arbitrary meD, who would fetter you 
;.. 

aDd 
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-tlIldrivtryoU'r tetkis ullawares:' On thebthcr, gtnlrd .~ 

gaint all unreafonablc, and ungrateful jealoufics, and 
.prlj~, with refpea to yo~r rulers-and tgzinft the 

"aDgems of unprincipled, licriltious, and unruly mf'n' 

~ would bring you into a 11:1:e of anarchy, iflteitine 
war. and confufion. 

B. careful to attend meetings, .hm vot~s are to be 

carried in· for Members of Con~rs, or officers of -
-&ate. Take pains to find out the heft: men to be e-

':0 k&:d into inlpartant Srations, and give your votes (or 

mm of pri'ncipl~~ of knowledg~) and i~tegrity. And 

do O;)t IdCt! your precious privileges, obtained with fa 
-I 
-muc" a?=nfe of bloaj and treafure, ~r a carelefs ne:-

Jc.i of the price put into your h~r.t.!s. 

2. GOD h.lS cl"Gwned this y.:ar with his gcounefsJ 

tOwards us, In preventing th~ fpread of contagious3 

Dlonal dirorders, and in .·::raJltin~ !!~neral health. 
-' .... J ~ 

~ HI hat.. ... raved u~ in this land, from that Cf: ptflilnJ'~ 
CI fIJi", 'UJ1l!l:tlh ja tldrinif.;, Q;zd JUlia Ibal Jej1nl!1ioll 

, 

.. ~,II fTJOJ'ltt;' III "Dell-tlll;'_ 

TROUGH f06DC'places in the Union have been vitited 

with !ickaef~, arid mortality ~ yet, in general, health h3S _0 enjoyed within our borders. 

Oua State has bccngrcatlyf.lvour(d in tbi~ rer~tt: 

No f"".Ping fickncfs has preva:~eJ am"n~ us. Thit 
~ .... 

· .- God, 

I 
• 5-

J 
! 

I 

i 
~ 
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God, at wbofe com:n~nd :111 diforders go and come, bas 
fpared us in the multitude of . his tender mercies. 

THE inftanc(s of mortality in this town, the pre-
~ . 

(~nt year; have not been very nuraerons, eonfiderlng 

the num!ler of inhabitants. If I miftake not, bu~ [wen .. 

ty-one perfons, oldand young) hlve died in this town .. 

fi:tcethe laft State-Tha.'lkfgiving. Though this c is 

mdre than double the number that have died in any 
-. . 

ODe year before, {inee I have been among you, y~t it 

. . cannot, with propriety, be {aid, that it' has been a very 

nddy, dying year, at'llong us. A:ld while we would 
• 

drop a tear of fymp1tby with thofe wbQ have ~een caU-
ca to" mourning, let us rejoice, and give glory to God~ 

for the general health enjoyed, and the many lives pre-
(erved. And as we are yet among the living, let itbe 
our concern wifely to improveour fpared lives, and our 

continued hea~th. 0 let us Jive, not i,l v3in---not to 

ou;felves, but to tbe glory of God, and the benefit of 

o!:r ~eneration. Let it be our concern to be ufeful in 

our families; among olii neighbours, in the Church of 

God, and in Society in g.~ileral while we live; thatour 

end may be pelCCI ul, and our menl0ry bleffed. 

3. GOD has crowned this year with his goodnefs, in 

caufing a remarkable plenty of the neceffaries, and 

c~:nfort~ of life . 

c 
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· ' HI -bas -wonderfully, profperei the labour·-of -the -
hulb:lndlnan. -. He has c;lufed the eatth abundantly to 

_ yield her increafe, and the (ruit-tree~ very- pl~ntifulll 
to Yleld' their fruit. 

- - --

.- OUR tables may befurnif'ne~ with a rith,v.ar~ety of 

good things to nour~1li, :lnd to pl~afe., 

.' A MOllE plentifulhlrVeft, who can-reine~ber! ", 

'Y I'rH . 'tbe greatea:', p~()priety, we may fay, . with re~-
fpet't to' the ~uits of.,the _earclt, (~G~1l btU:;;'ofJllItd 1hz!,' , 

--ct: j~tlr 'With his gfJfJan¢ II J; , " " ' --:' __ ,~: "-

AN 0 while: we have ~ ,ruIners -ofcrearur~~-comr9rts, -
'let us realize-from whom .-have-re~~h:ed'th~m, and' feel :'. 

. ~UI' obligatioris-.tQ improve:' tliet~l: ~Oc the no nor: of his: -- 'c, 

. name. Let us, guard ag.tiOftall e~tt:av~garice, and iil- -' -- -- ' . 

. ' ,temperan_ce, il1-the~ufe ofthofetllin~s •. ~, Whe~ we:-~t,': : 
,let us ,not ~it to ot1~r~lves; when we drink,' let us~ilht 0 

dri~k ~o ourfelves; but ~o t~e~ gIo~y of the gr~at Pa-: -

rent of all goo.d. Let us. ufe the ,things -of the world ~.-
..,. - - - .:. 

as 'not abiding them. "Vhile we are joyful in profperi- ", '1 
r :: '_: -"I 

.' 'ty, let us not \vax fat, and kick ag~inft God: I..et o~r i 

. j6y be ofa gr!t!efuJ): not of a fenfual,' and carnal n~ture. 
, -.. , 

.. AND, like b~nevolent fouls, let \is ftudytoimpro\·e 

. the good things put into our hands,. for ,the general 

_ good~ To do good, and- communicate let us not f~):''''' 

get. . Let the needy- and diftreffcd lhare with us in the- J _ .-

bount!es 
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'o~untie~ of Providence. Freely we have. received, 

freely Jet us give; reme,ub:::iing we are Stcwa,ds;l ac

countable for our ftewardfhip • 
. 4. GOD has crowned this year with his goodDefs •. in 

. continuing .peace in our borders. . . - ' 

H?WEVEIt ~efirous any of the contending parties in 
. Europe ~3.y have been, to involve us in their bloody 

QUlrrel--or .ho\\:ever L,·:iuflrioui fome of our ow~citi .. .. . -, - -

:i zens lnav have been to bring ·us into a ftate of 'o~n: . ,-,. -

war-by the Gqd of pelC~ \¥~ are 'yCl diftinguifhea in 

:. t~1is relpea.. . 

Ou R -11Ou-fes and . fi~lds are· not laid ;defc)ate i our 
.. -

.·poits are not blockaded-our property is °Dot expend-
- - . 

ed -and the blood of our citizens is· not fpilled" ~s 10 
~ther parts of the world. 

J.11~N D, 0 l1~y F athersand Brethren, whil~ you re-

tnernber the wormwood and the gall-the bitternefs of 
. -

. war in ye.lrs .paft,-and while you. hear of the difirefs, 
. -

~nd carna~: among ether nations; can you forbear to· 

~ offer a tribute of P!aife to God, that you now· fit un

i .derJour- own vines, . and fig-trees, without any to make 

f you afraid! .. And will youno-t, by hUlnble prayer, by 
~: 

virtue, and penitence, leek a lengthening out of your 
u~nqtli!ity ? 

o TAKE heed to render un:o God agreeahle to his 
h~nefitsJ ~nq do not prQvok~ him to fend his defoliiting 

. 



-----
(- !,o ) 

-

juJgmenl3 abroad in our land. And wbile, like vali-
ant men, you ever ftand ready to defend your rights, 

•• ld privileges, againft fuch as may feel; your rui::--
At the fame _tinle take care that you are not beguiled by 

-

the infinuations of hafty, or defigning m~n,. who would 

-
... 

inv()l~e theh~ Country in war,-to gratify revenge; or· J 

in hopes thereby to receive fume private benefit to - if 

themfelves. And-remember, t..'tat war is -n~t always 

. expedient, -even when it. might be juft. 
- -

-5. ANOTlUll inftance, worthy of -notice, wherein-- -: 
c( God bas cro'wRtd-tbisJtaT with bis -gocalU}j, U is his 

preferving the l_jfe of 'the Pt~fidcnt of th~fe United 

• 
GWD -rulers are an unfpeakable. biefiing to any peo~ 

pIe. We in thifland, are fav.ored with one at the- head ~ 

,of our public affairs, who r-ofe, by merit, to the impor- ~ 

tant Station, and who-_has; in the moft: trying fcenes) !; 
witndred- his pr.udence and integrity. Anc;l th~ugh) of ~ 

;:,. 

Ilte, fome.in different parts, in thei~ warlluJ!, have un- .~.: 
~ 
r't 

gratefully lavifhed ~hc;ir inveCtives againfthim, yet" my 1 
hallow-citizens, while we rejoice ,-that "T ASHIN G- i 
TON lives, we believe he lives the fil1l1e W.ASliIXG- I 
TON who headed our trooDS in the American conte!:. 

. '" 
\Ve believe he remains as firn1Iy, as ther.) ~t:acl:cd to ' 

- hi5 Country's cauie-to her Iiber~iesJ and :1r!vi!e:::.;.i 

1 
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and th3t he rraa.~~gtS th~ aff'.iiS ~ow .depending upoa. 

him, with n~ It'fs wifdotn and prudence, ad no kfs for 

our ~netitJ as a N :Won. The p~f~rvat!OD of his life 
t~;r!Ju-7h this CIUTICAL YEAlt, may be juftlJ RCkoaed 

:') . 

one of the greateft- of our N anoraal bldfmgs. Had 
he been t.l.!,:en awaY-%nd one 1& knowing-lcfs yir-

t\lOUS, or more h~41y ~ had fteppcd into hisc pbce what 

~cly we reatcnabiy think woul~ have been the IftCcnt 

fitu;lCion of North All~erica! 'Vhat Iilofe likely, -thm 

dilcord amon~ our:i:ive~, and war \Vith fo~ejgn Powers? 
- -

And thcuba· fo~ne in their zeal may h;tve raid that 

war is prefer olble to peac~J on prden!: terms, yet 
. -

where is the canjjd, d~liberate, icfcraned,benevolent 

Ci[~z~n, who will, i~ the cool of the d:Yt give it as his 
ij :opinion, that war would be _ nlorc for the intereft" and 
~ - h~?p!nefs of this country, than the continuance of peace. 
" t.' 

~ 011 princip1e~ lately rarified.· . 
I 

l L~T us ther:. while we l{;ve our Prelident~ and ad-
~ , 

i-mire' his prudenc~) give glory. to God for endowing him 

'Vith fo illuch wifdom, mcderation and integrity, and 

-for 

.. T~i.~ T W)':Cll is really unjilA: in its 113tUfe, and d:JDgerQUS 
~I\ ;ts lcnd~llcy, lllay b~ Olaue fo tu appear, by fair' fiatemcnts, 

- and C3'lUi{! argulllents. l'~c\\·s-papcr inv,t~ljves againR: pub .. 
lie cilaraclers-burnillg their ~ffio·ies-3r,d the jik~, inficarl of _ { 
being ~ohd argumems--are an abufe of libtny, a ("'andal t. 
~n cnh3hten~d pcople-aud cviccllcc a fafticu$ {plait. 
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• h- 1"1'. 1 f':. #It, ~ • • • for prcCcrVUlg "lie an~ Ut~:U~!\~1S, to ttllS t:m~.-

.- And lei: it be our fmrc!nt pra;er; rll2.t he ~nay li~~~ .lod 

continue a rich bldfing to his Caunay i:,r many yCMS 

-yet CD comc~ 

,. Tat continu;:nc:: of gQSpel-privileges rr.ufl: DOt 

be forgot~ while we tUe no .. ~-:e of the iolbz~cca 
,.herein God Ius ttO\1Jle-l this jC'ar v.-!th his gaodnc!s • 

. WHiLE the gofpe1 is f~ lightly e!lttmcd. and fo 
JhamdullJ tR..uai by many • the F_~Cnt day» we a.~ 

glad to find L'Izt the Chief Ai~fta.re of TB I S Sl:!t~ • 
in his Proclamation, m:!ntions th6 cantinuanceof TH :S. 

as a bIding. above all Othc=iS to be noticed on the pre

ft-Dt oceafio!!. For traly it is a blcffiRg which as fa 
aads o~ a$ eternilY a,~eed$ ~. -

THE gofpd is -a ~!cat bleOing -ill focicty: Its t!c-c-

!"ine~ .and precepts~ ~ad ~d preachc:d» tend to ~ll 

men from fnch pr3aiC~,) as are injoriv~,)-3nJ excite 

them to more whidi are of focid~ and p::blic benefit. 

This is fG cvide."1t, that it is :lcknowledged even by 

m~y who deny the authenticity of divine R:eve:at!Q:l. 

AND let infidels (:1Y what they will in oppofitio!l to 

Chrifti4&~jty, the true Chriflian K~OWi the gofpel to be 
of Gad and to be an unfp:akahl= prke put into his h2.nds 

ta get wifdom. In confirm~tic!l of till::» hC3f the S.
V!our's wc.rds, cc If (liT} IBOR Qill do Lis ~i!!, b~ jb&.t 

k,'Z~;J) of I't dtlfm, wb:lbtr il f;, r{ G;': .i" f:JJ:.::!JlT I 

l 
I 
~ 
l 

1 
I 
1 , 
! 
I 
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Jit- .f .,folf.'· True C!uiftians find this promife 
fulfilled i they do the will of God,:md know the doc. 

trine of the gofpel to be of hiIri. They not only fee 
I rationsl, c:xtt'!'Dai evidmtt, in favour of Chriftiani11, 

I
I _ hut they alfo find in thonfclves a witnefs of its authen

ticity" They FEEL the power of itS -trUth upon their 
I own fouls. They find their own bearts, as finners, to -
1-i Ix: as rqnfent.ed in the holy fcriptures-and they ~x-

I 
pttimce l~ fulfilment of gc.fpel-promifes. in the be- -

ft\)~:uent of fuch foirituai bleflin~s, :!S the world can 

f . ~thcr give, nor take away. Th;nfore, a man=- blind. 
,rom ills birth, m2y ~ well ufe ~mts, to convince 

, 
1 

I .. 

f 
I 
~ 
" . 

.. 
1 
i 

~ 

I 

J 
I 

t 
.J 

I 

one who fees, L't3t there is noJun-as ~ iDfidd ure ar

guments with-~n~, in the lively exerc.ifeof the Chrif

ban faith, to l:oavince him wt tile gofpe1 is not of 
God • 
• 

T HZ true Chrifti::n Ims much perfonal acquaintance 
with tbot g!oaious Savicur> of wiIDm the gofpel fpeaks ... 

Him having not feen, he loves ; in him, though now 

he fecs him not, yet bdieving, he coes rejoice He 

l:nows bim in whom he has believed :---He has (cnfi-

b:~, :!nd I~~t communion with the Fath~r, Ci..ld ,vitIl the 

S~n Chrift J erus. T~refore, however cthtrs rnay night 
;l!ld n~gl~a gofpel-privilegrs, true chriftians do and 
v::!I. hj~hly prize tbem, :.nu nun~hcr thcln among thdt" , 

(~:oicen lllercies. THE 
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, ' ~R.Ibf¢ is' to them as a light fhini~ in a dar'" 
_... - . .. 

! .place: It contains f~r them the ~ich~1l; treafures~it is 
. ' 

, 'a 'fiel~ where;n i,1 the ,Pe:ttl of grtat price. , ~[e~i:gh-

: ,ens :,~ir ~minds:-wa~cs their hearts--gu:id~s, the:r 
_ -'" - .. -- -) -

. - - - '~ 

: 0 ket.;...fop~rts 'and comforts thell~ t!nder trials-and 
, . "'\ '. - '. ' 

, rftct~ns to ~m .all other enjoVinents. It's dottrlne 

I, 'ttiffits upo~ th.cir 'fouls, as inc: dew) ~nd ~~~e ~i~ , U1'-' . 
~' on tile '~der' hetb-revlvin~ and ,~c:&1jfiug' ,the In to 
I ogrOw. , it ~ltes"~hem to view, de-ath as :a triend~t9' 
I - , --'. - , .. , ' 

1 : t~ink~ with'pleature,o of parti~g. 'with aU that 'is ~eai-
, ,:an,~ dearbelp~ th~ S~n~of appearing in the eternal 

, " \Y~rldJ m"re~i~e a finalreward.-:"ln.' the light of ihe 
~ .. - - =' - -

gof~l, they i~k beYQn« ~he cUrtain of tiille, and make 

difcoveries whi~li. r~ire ~ll,c:jr expeaations-;-~avifh their " 

'-, ,SoU~ and:~inviiethemthrougb' tlle gloomy vale, to 

i fuperior~bllr~The, ,~e<:eivea~ ~ameft of thoCtfblef-

1-' Jlags' whic!t.cth~ ~qfpel' promifes; ~n~ thus arecenc~ura~ " 

, - i ,Ked to paiS througb JordanJ:t~ inherit die heawenly , c 

~ ~ana~. _':: " -
. , 

.' ON aec~unt ~£fuCb comforts derived from the gor. 
pel, it is ~ghly prized by true Chriftians., 
, ,THaY alfo ~igaIy prizcgofpel-privileges, as they re ... : 

, (pee t~le, good of others. c They know the gofpel re-

. veals the only \Vaf of Salvation for felf-ruinedrean) 
- I " 

aod ~at it i5 the wifdom of God, and the Dcwero[ 
- - ..--. - . ' 

God 
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, <W to me talfttion of thai<: ~hotierlCie. ADa their 
, . -

_ _ t ~~ ... - - . -

bcnd61ence'lrids -them to hope~ that; whele die gofpr~ -. 
. is ~~., it will ~ a'-mem~ 9£, brirl~ng muy-Oiit-of . 
= dar~71erS, int3 ~:ar"UOUS light:.~rbegenfuimeai~ia . 

&0 a lively IiOpe, .. ~ t~~g lIiem to ~-'Dds O(lika" 
, "ana new o~~nce"""'and of. calling ~e .. , iDlo ·the. P»- ~ 

rioos liberty cor the fooS~( Gol. Sucli ~th-e cl'~ , 
' .. :, of g,:)(pel-taiitb, aC~ With die ~in1td~Ce '0( the 

holy Spirit. : ~dleofus profds to 'bow~tii~e·thbJ" , 
, by experiell~eJ~~d have,we: ili~feeb the beaut, ,feft 

, '." :, the impo~;jnCe, and t~l!:ed ~t.ce~ers orgofpCI':~. , 
:~d Ihall' we nql '"reii~Cdly praife Gxf f~ ~1is ' diftiii-

" guifhing Cgr~e; and,for ~e co~cinu*Cc cir'gOr~l-pii- c· ' 

, vilCgesfo:;us, ad to, o~"'d t" sbaiI' we : not lic.tily 
, ; pr~y that the gorpd m~)" beman: highly' eft:tt~, ~: : . 

," ~O{C Wif~ly- imprQ~,' where it is enjoyed '! and ~at 
it- may have free:coutfc; 3m9~g ~ :D~tions, andcnligbt,. 
'en every part of ,the ~rld,~" " , , ',: : . 

.. ~ -~ :: - - - -

, LET us all, as one, f~l o~r pee'uliar obligations for 
- --

the precious melO' of grace which we enjoy J and,me 

, c heed to improve them to the' honor of God, the bene~ 
- -

, fit of our generation, and the fah-ation of our own fouls • . - - . " 

Let ~s love the charaaer, rely 00 = the merits, walk 

in the precepts, ad imitate the examples of that-glo

,~ous Saviour which the gorpel reveals: That chis may. 
. . 

-D 
. 
; 
I 



Dot· be our condemnation, 'that light is come into. t~ 

world, and we loved darkne'is rather than light, our 
. . 

deeds being evil,., ' 
AND now, undera fenfe ofrhe numerous, diftingui1h~ 

jng favours with which we are furro.unded, let us grate

fully acknuwlCdge: the gooonefs of GOd, and render 

u.o him .agreeJ.bte to his benefits. 

T ... ! rich bleffings \\'e enjoy, demand' fon1ething 

more than 11p-olFeEings--fome, hing better than carnal 

rejoicing, on t~is occafi~n: They. call for thankful. 
hearts-and holy.joys .. 0 let us offer to God an ac-

ceptable facrifice-a hearty tribute of' praife. Let us 

r~joice, not in a brutal carnal manner-but 3S becom~' 

rational creatures-as becomes thofe who were a.t firff: 

made bllt a little lower than the angels-as becoilles 
men-as becomes Chriffians. 

MAyall our hearts be affe·~c=(l~with divine benefits~-

may all our fouls De filled wi:h love, and gratitude
and may all our powers be employed in giving glory

to HIM wboje goodn¢ crowns the year. 

A MEN. 
. ;. .. -; . 
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~tJ of Iht SJ("criDtrl to IIR PiJJli&lIIia of t. 
- preatlilw Dijanar.fo. tbiam.g 8Il~ !llbe it/ells 

muI./nIIDtnd= thera. CfJIIIIl;"'d,jUailtu 10 tht/C 
0/ bis Lt:dlaq, c..,eTffOr l;i_,l.o the Le
gif/lltare, have reIJu~ tbdtl_ follru.,;"g Ex-. 
-Irtdls fiwa ~ ~ ~nt!.,hftr ~gJ t. s.~ 
jam~ . 

WHEN~ ~ aJCftlapl~ the .~ ~indulgcace 
of W Supafte Go"clnor of the UDi~ in con
doffing tile American People through. their udUCR1S 
~a lot ~; !he bappy-piyjlcges- we enjoy .. 
in (9nnin&- r,tlarlS .of Gqwcmmt~ ~naciing la~. 
and making -rcgulapOD$.for proiIlObng the genmd 
good f!f the. community. Wh~n Y(~ view the ~neral 
profprrity of our C(MJntry~.the biga degltt of. ~ooot:
the U Ditm Starn have anaiocd uncJ~ tbe admloiftra
tion of our Fed~ GovmameDt,. ttte opponunity 
that all clalfes of CitiXDS havf' uf enjoyi~g happioejs, 
in a degree fC3Jttly known in other N arions-With 
he:rts filltd with gratitude, ~ fhould cndcavourto per-
~ate tb~fe happy privile~. . 

W I are all onder folcmn cngaganents to fupport 
the Conftitution of. 'his State~ 3I!d the Conftitution ot 

the 
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the United States: This we may efl:eem, not only as 
our duty, but asa high privilege, that·we have fo;go04 
fyfiems to fupporr. . If any dereas are difc-over~d in 
them, tile method of obta!ning mn~dy is pointed out. 
Notwith~anding tbe(~ circumftances, there is reafon ~ 
aPt>reht"nd that fome· perions in VariOl!S -parts of . the 
U !lited States; are inimical to the fvftem of our Ge. 

- .; 

neral Governnlent, and to the adl1liniftration. Sundry 
tranf-aB:ioils heretof\lre have had fuch an appearance. 
Of late, a negociation, a propol.ed agreen.ent with a fo
reign Nation, t!10ugh incOlnpl~te, bas, by a brea~h of 
official ~onfidence, been ufhered to the public. Suppofed 
defefu in the inftrun;ent, Ilave been feized on with avi-
dity The Executive of the United Sta(es~ and the 

. N egociator on the part of A~erlca;- nave been highly 
c:enfured in-·inOecent -publications, 'and Qtherwife, pre;.: 
vie,us to tn_e pub~ic's having knowledge o( t1~~ reatons. 
~:hk-h might le:id to I~ch a negociation. But I w.iil 
r~-cr ~dd too this difagreeablc catalogue-too much is ill-
Jeady-kno\\'n. -. , - _ . . 

.' \VILL Am~ticansentertain~n id~aj (without proof) 
that the Prefident of the United States, 'after having 

. render~d the!u fiH;h i:nportant, difintereited fervices, in 
1,Var ami in Peace, h:!snow'beco,ne a:heir. enen~y? Shall 
th~ 'ad: ;lOW i~dg~~:.1 able') N egociat(lf be fo ill treated? 
S!1111 Senators be t--;urot in ~ffi~,·, f{)r an on~nion offici-

-' . \.- • J. 

~I:r giolft"il-and all this,whl-n t~:c Jcafons which inclu-
cedthrir rondu.2l, are unknown? Shaa th~ Lilt'-/Y (,f 
the Prefs, our pr!l~e nod our b(-)~ft, be cen v(r~ed to Li .. 
CfI!!i';l!lil~rS I-Surely V irtut", and Love of ourCouniry, 
(houll f\Jr!.>~li iuch tlii:1gs. 
-) - '\ r 1\ T· 1 G·· d ( \J It j}·l ... ~nl o_~ 1. ltlon~ JO"fr~mer.t orlglnate-

from the O~!}' true fi)urcc of all civil Government, the 
f;re.1t· body of the People-It nlUfi be the highdl: wif
dom to fiJpp0rt this f) !h·:}-.-to fupport thde who arc 

flppointed 

; 

... 
\> . 

, 
, 
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appointed.to a«\minifterit, foJong IS ~ are . deftitaa 
. "of any evidence or mal-praaice.-~ us DOt be: 8D~ 

'gra~fur to thofe who have dOnetfo muchJor-our COin,.. 
mon CoUntry-=-~ us 'not, beungratclul to the Su-

" pre&m <io~r ofN~tions, who has Ea~d us with . 
: opportunities and advantages un~own: to many othtn; 
bu~ to befeech him:to turn. the b(aits« .11 'to the ways. 
of truth, peace~ andhappinefs. . .' .' 
: FoR. my cwo part,. [ freely declare} that. roT .conti
dencejri the 'Prefid~t, tbf; Negoc.iator, . and tbe~Da
tors, (\vho it is raid adviftd to the rati6cat~D .of the 
treat}") is not, ire :theleatl degree, impaired; and -1 finel' 
myfelfmore zealoufi.j engaged tC) fu~port ,the Govern:
ment. 'and Admini~ration, than heretQfo~, believing, as 
I do, that attempts ar~ making tc) deftroy it. · _ 

SHOULD ariythink 1- have unnecdfarily introdueed 
this fubjefr, I can only fay, it is with me a fixed {cnti. 
mene, that our conftituents have a right to ex.pea from. 
:us a~ explicit avowal of principles, al)d our opimon 
rdi>ecting the fituation of their public affajrs at all tim~, 
when particular circumftances ~l~e it nt'cdfary, and 
that fuch is the prefent crifis..· , . 

1. cr. GILMAN. 

• 

i 
- t , 
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A N S \V E. R .. -Of {ht Nt:o-II~i1lpJbirt ug~'I4turt to GD'Clr1l0Y Gil-

SIR, 
· "'-"11'S. ~p.(t,b • 

'VITI-I the hig~lert fa~~sfatHot'i, W~ meet your Ex
cenency at this ufual feafon for tranfaCting tbe bufinefs 
of the Stat~, and d~fc.harging the dutie~ affigned u, j and 
with pleafure review [he fituatioo of our affairs 3S a 
State, and as United,wuh _the other States by the Fe-

-der.\) Compact. 
GR ATEFU L to that Being, whC) condutl:td us thtough 

·~ur a. -duous ccn9icr, to freedom, and enabled us to e
ftabli!h our St~~e 2nd Federal Conftitutions upon the 
~nly true foundation of all ci\·il -Gnvernment, the 
Will of the People--\\'e fhould rleetn it ingratitude to 
Him, and trea~!lerv to our Conftittlents, did we not ex-

• 
plicitly exp:-efs our determination -to fupport them; 
particular) y, when the Government of the U oited Scates 
~ L..- - 1 •• A --I I · r:.ll. Co ... ~ llai ,~en 10 allmlnj~l~r~!!, as to.C aim re.peu_ -.:-om .ro-
rdgn Powers, enfuTe us P~ce~ and a df"greeof profper
it}" and happinefs fearedy known to other nations. 

\VE camlot forbear recalling tv view, the very dif
ferent fi~uation of our Cou~try, when your Excenen
&1 \VclS fi .. a: ele8:f'd t~ t!!e Chair of Goyernmrnr, and 

~ -

its prefent ci.rcum£tanres :tnd profpeas. 1\.t that fin:e . 
there \Vas a high pro~ability of our bdng involved if! 
~n the diftreifes of the prelent deftructive and deh')b
ring war in Europe ;-Now, by the wifdom of the SU4 
-preme Executive of the UniteJ State~, Peace, on l~o
nourabie grounds-H~ppinefs-Profperity -is tne Cil-

vied portian of thi!' highly favored country. . 
As defefts are dilcnvertd in the general Confi:ittuion: 

that Conftitution has hdPpilyp:>:m:ed out the means o!' 
amendment. While it rC:inilim~ unaitered. its purity ~ 
a R;·publicaA Repr;:fentativc! Government, can only be 
pre~'rvrd by the CO!lfhtuted Authorities cxercifing 
their tIuit, withuut at~pts fro!n any pr~~;::u!.u- por-
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non of the P~ple to in8uence their decifions.-The 
-attempts recently made, meet our higheft difapproba
tion. Should -any enemies to the g,:=neral flow of prof
perity, attempt the fubverfion of the (rft~m of our 
General Government, or oppofition to its conftitution
al aas, as from various circumftances there may be . 

. reafoD to apprei~erul:-..it fhall be our part to omit no j 

exertions to defeat theit: purpofes. _ 1 

-THE Negociation, or treaty with a Foreign Natiofl, 1 

which, before it was cOlnpktdl by the parties, was, by a
breach of official confidence, ulhered to the-public, has -
been made the inl1:cllinent to underlnine the Conftitu
rion, and lelfen the confidence of the People in the ad- i 

miniftrators of Goverllm~nt. The exercife of a pow- i 
er vefted by the Conftiturion, and which, 'when thus 

.. cxercl1ed, ceq uired .obedience from the prop Ie and from ; 
.. every dq>arttllent of Government, has 'unhappily been : 

made the yehlcle-of F aB:ioD, to extite ~n~eaion in the t 
Citizens-to t~~ Senate of the United States who ad~ 
vifed, add the Pre6dent WIlO completed» the,tifitat:on-- I 
of this Compatl of -Treaty. . . _. I 

Vf RILE, with your ExceHency, we expi*:f ... our -con- , 
fidence in the virtue and ability of ~e Minifter, ~ho 
negociated this Treaty-the. Senate of the IT nited 
States, who advifed to its rati6cation~and in the Pre
fident, the difinterefted patrior, fcien3 and fath~r of Jjis 
Counny, who complied with this advice-we equally 
feel abhorrence for tbOfe difturbers.of the public peace, 
who have endeavoured to rend~r abortive, meafures 10 
well calculated to ;!dvance the happinc:fs of our Coun
try. And we alio join with your Excellency. in fenti
Inent, that, in this cri6s, it is our duty (0 exprefs this 
our opinion -which, we are happy to find, is 31fo the 
:c!noft univcrfal opinion of the Citizc!l::' of this State. 

FIN I S. 
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