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SERMON L

Of the Nature, Extent and Per-
fetion of GOD’s Goodnefs.

PSALM CXLV. .,

THE LORD is good to aLL; and

bis tender Mercies are over ALL bis

Works.

OO0 great variety either of fubject or fen-
©O@®% timent, can well be expected in fermons
DN -on thefe common annual occafions. A
G E&@@E® minifter who has preached on them fta-
FOOEOR tedly twice a-day, in the fame place, for
fifteen or fixteen-years fucceflively,will probably have
little or nothing that is new, to gratify the curiofity
of his hearers. Neither is this what he ought chiefly
to.alm at, or the: to defire, at any time ; particularly
not on fuch occata ms as the prefent,
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6  Of the Extem‘ and Perfeﬂ;'gn |

A pay of religlous thanl\mwmg, calls for fincere
gratitude, love and praife to almighty God, with
hearty refolutions, by his grace affifting, to make 2
proper return to him for Al his benefits & unmerited
favors, by obeying his commandments, and living to
his glory. The divine coopnEss 4s, accordingly, a
fubject to which One’s thoughts eught to be, and are
naturally turned, on {uch occaliens. This can never
be an unfutable fubje& whatever be the more fpecial
ground of our thankfulnefs ; fince we can enjoy no
good, whether public and common, or private and

perfonal; whether pertaining to the prcfent life, or 1o
the futme, but what flows froni the fame cternal and
inexhauftible fountain of divine goodnefs.. % Every
“ oood gift, and every perfelt glft 18 from above,
¢ and cometh down from the Father of hights, with
‘“ whom 1s no variablenefs, neither fhadow of turn-
“ing.”* A day of thank{giving cannot, indeed, be
properly obferved at any time, unlefs the meditations
of the worfhippers are in a great meafure, if not prin-
cipally, employed upon this divine attribute, and the

manifeftations of it in and towards the works of
(Godl. -

It 15 therefore fuppofed that no apology needs to
be made, for the choice of fo common a fubjet or
text, as that which I juft now mentioned ; even tho’
I fhould have formerly difcourfed upon the fame
words, as 1 may have done, but am uncertain. My
method of treating the fubjet at prefent, however,
will at leaft be different : Which is mentioned to
obwviate the prejudices of fome perfons, who cannot,
perhaps, at all relifh a fermon the fecond time, which

they might not have wholly difapproved of the
furt,

LET

* James 1. 17,
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Lzt me add, that I have a farther defign at pre-
fent, in the choice of this fubjet, than merely to
lead you to fuch refletions on the divine goodnefs,
as may - be particularly futable to this occafion. 1
have it in -my view, by God’s help, to give you
fuch a reprefentation and idea of his goodnefs, as
ought to be habitual to you; to animate your
piety, to fupport and rejoice your hearts at all
umeés, and to have a powerful influence on your
wholé lives.  Right conceptions, I mean rational and
truly {criptural ones, of God’s adorable attributes, are
the foundation of all true religion. And thefe con-
ceptions, if, inftead of floating in the brain, they fink
into the heart, and are formed into a fixed principle
there, called FarTu in the language of {cripture 4
are really the fubftance of religion, and not mere-
ly -the foundation of it, as being neceflary in order
thereto. No man that has thefe conceptions of, or
is thus rightly and habitually affected towards God,
- as being what he 1s, can poffibly live a wicked life.
He will as certainly bring forth good things out of
this good treafure in his heart, as a good tree will
bear good fruit in the feafon. Andthis will be at
once delightful to himfelf, and pleafing and honarary
to God. We fhall then indeed, and not till then,
‘¢ offer up {piritual facrifices, acceptable to God by
“ Jefus Chrift :” Who has himfclf faid, ¢ Herein is
“ my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit y fo
“ thall ye be my difciples.”

WaaT has now been obferved concerning the at-
tributes of God in general, is very particularly and
efpecially true of his goodnefs. A {criptural idea or
conception of, and a firm faith in it, habitual to the
mind, thro’ the influences of the Spirit of grace, will
be at once the fource of great peace and comfort to
ourfelves, of hope and confidence towards God, of
holinefs in life, of happinefs in death, and like

6 2
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“ a well of living water within us, fpringing up inte
“ everlafting life :” *As our Lord faid of ¢ the water
“ which he thould give.,” Which the evangelift ex-
plains by faying, ¢ This he fpake of the fpirit which
‘¢ they that believe on him thould receive.” Let all
then, not only believe, but, in the language of {crip-
ture, « tafte and fee, that the Lord 1s good ;” with-
out fear that they may err by thinking him better,
or more extenfively good, gracious and merciful than
he attually 1s. This 1s 1impofiible. = For if we can
believe thofe holy men who {pake, wrote and pro-
phefied as they were moved by the Holy Ghott ; or,
in other words, if we can believe God himfelf, who
“ cannot lie,” The Lorp 1s indeed * coop to
“ ALL 3 and his TENDER MERCIES are over ALL
“ his works !”—And, {urely, no One’s ideas can
exceed, no One’s conceptions go beyond, fuch a
goodnefs and mercy as this ; a goodnefs, which is it-
lelf without meafure, without bounds ; eternal, un-
limited, immutable goodnefs ; and a mercy, that 1s
from everlafting to everlafting. Your mott exalted
ideas will fall far below this goodnefs. Man that is
a worm, tho’ he may have fome general and juft, can
yet have no adequate, no perfect conception of it;
which is true of this, in ccmmon with the other at-
tributes of Ged, which are all infinite 3 and therefore
not to be comprehended by the higheft angels, thofe
heavenly munifters, who, as a flame of fre, do his
will with alacrity and ardor, hearkening unto
the voice of his word. Canft THoU then, a mortal
man, * find out the Almighty unto perfection ! Can
thy conceptions rife {o high as his goodnefs | “ It is
““ as high as heaven, what canft thou do ? Deeper
‘“ than hell, what canft thou know ? The meafure
“ thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than
““ the fea! ” * |
Trat

¥ Job X1, 7, 8, 9, ' - '
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Tuart the true {criptural dotrine of God's good-
nefs, may be abufed and perverted ; that there is
great: danger of this; yea, that i1t 1s actually per-
verted and abufed by many, to the moft impicus
and deftrutive purpofes ; all this, I {ay, 1s very
readily allowed. But what follows from hénce ?
that it fhould not be preached to the world ¢ But
why then, preach the gofpel to the world ¢ [s not
that perverted and abufed alfo ? Indeed the gofpel
itfelf cannot be preached as itought o be j—as Jefus
Chrift and his apoftles themfelves préached it, with-
out preaching, at the fame time, the boundlefs good-
nels of God. Wrong inferences from, and perver-
fions of the truth, ought indeed, as far as may-be,
to be guaided againlt. But the truth, efpecially the
moft inportant and glorious truths, cught not to. be
even fupprefled, and much lefs denied, left bad men
lhould abufe them. The total {uppreffion, at leaft
the denial of them, 1n -thofe whofe bufinefs it 1s to
declare the truth, is as criminal, in my optnion, as
any perverfion of them by their hearers could poffilly
be. If any will, thro’ the wickednefs of their hearts,
“ wreft” this dorine, as they {fometimes alfo * do
“ the other {fcriptures,” 1t will be “ to their own
“defiruction.” But I humbly hope n God, that 1t
will not be to mine, to preach any doctrine contained
in his holy word ; and particularly this, ¢ That the
“Lord 1s good to ALi. ; and his’ tender mercies
“over aLL his works :” Which, ‘my honoted and
beloved hearers, 1 fhall, in his fear, or rather in
his love, endeavour more diftinCtly vo explan
to you.

IT will be proper,
I. To make fome obfervations on the goodnefs

of God in general, |
| | B o - II. To
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 II. To econfider the extent and perfe&tiof of i
according to the reprefentation in the text : Wherein
the Lowrb is declared to be * Goop to arr,” &c.

III. To tak.e‘ a curfory notice of fome of the prin-
cipal objeltions againft the divine goodnefs. And,

IV. To make fome application of the fubjec, by
remmdmg you of the great goodnefs of God to Us,
both in temporal and {piritual retpects ; and by fuch
inferences and reflections, as may at once tend to
the honor of God, and fhew what influence the con-
fideration of his goodnefs._ought to have upon our
hearts and manners.———Let me then,

I. Maks fome obfervations on the goodnefs of
God in O'eneral And here,

1, By the goodnefs of God 1s primarily iaténded
the kindnefs, ‘benevolence dnd’ bounty of his aature ;
or goodnefs as it is an attribute, or property, inberent
in, and effential to him.  All beings whatloever, exilt
aftcr fome determinate manher, havmtr certain attri-
butes, qualities or propertics inherent in them, which]
make them to be what they are. This is equally
true of all beings without exception,whether animate
or inanimate, rational or irrational, created or in-
created. We cannot f{peak, or think of any
particular being or thing, but as it exifts, or 1s fup-
pofed to exift, under certain determinate properties,
which dzﬁ:mgmfh it from all others. For no man,
furely, can conceive of any thing abftracted from, or
ftripped of, all its known properties, qualities and
attributes 3 which are its effence, orall that i3 known
of it. Derived, dependent beings are, indeed, mu-
table or changeabl a5 'to their properties. They
may either lofe fome which they originally had, or

teceive others which they had not ; and yet, in com-
imnon
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won language, remain the fame. And whatioever
may be thus loft, or acquired, is confidered as ‘an
accident, or a non-effential property, in contradiftindt-
100 from thofe which cannot be loft without the de-
ftruction of the being itfelf’; and which are therefore
called its effential properties, as being neceffary to its
very exiftence.

BuT in God, of whom we ought ever to think and
{fpeak with the profoundeft reverence : In God, I
fay, there 1s no fuch diftintion, or diftribution of at-
taibutes, into effential and non-effential.  In him
nothing, whether power, knowledge or goodnefs, or
any other quality, is accidental or adventmou ac-
quired or derived from without.” ¢ For who hath
“ firlt given unto him !” All is eternal, all effential,
all equally neceffary : And nothing that is fo, can
ever be loft. And if God can neither acquire any
property or attribute, which did not originally and
neceflarily belong to him as part of his effence, nor
lofe any thing which Jid, he is of confcquence, in the
ftricteft fenfe, as the 1cr1ptures exprefs it, ¢ without
< vamblenefs or thadow of turning ;”-—-—wholl y and
ablolutely, neceffanlv and 1mmutably the fame, even
“from everlafting to cverlafting.™  Accordingly,
whenGod is {fpoken of as good, the primary meaning
s, that he 1s ﬂ) in his very nature, or effentiall good
as neceflarily & effentially good, as he is eternal Wlfc,
powerful or ommprt,ﬁ..nt And confequently, equal-
ly good at all times, and in-all parts of the univerfe ;
tho’ the appearances, or manifeftations of his good-
nefs are, indeed, very various, as they muit needs be,
if there is a great variety of creatures produced in
time, td behold, or to partake of his goodnefs. But
of the extent of God’s goodnc:s hercafter : At pre-
lent it is confidered only in general, as one of his
effential attribu'es, or as a property of his nature,
equally underived and unalienable ; no botrowed or

B 2 - precarioys



12 Of the Extent and Perﬁﬁim

precarious excellency, as the goodnefs of men and |
angels 1s1n them, but as nece{Tary as his being.  In-
decd, One need not icruple to call it a part of God
himfelt, only as there may be an impropriety in that
stenmer of expreflion concerning the infinite God, in
all other refpedls in general : But it is no doubt as

tuly and as properly a part of him, as any other di-
vine perfe@*w}

2. Tur goodnels of God comprehends his enef-
gence, or his good and bountiful :zé?s as well as the
goodnefs of his nature.  All beings act, at leaft 1q
general, according to their refpective natures, or the
qualltles inherent in them. And if the great(God be
juppofed to be effentizlly good, it is hardly, if at all
fuppofeable, that he fhould not alfo do good : Thy
to fay, it was or is neceflary for him to do it,
would be an improper way of fpeaking ; fince
we very feldom, if ever, fpeak of what is done by
choice, or with defign, as done neceffarily. Be that
as 1t may, ftill this dlf’cm&lon betwixt the goodnefs
of God 1n his nature, or as it is an attribute 1nherent
in him, and his goodnefs as manifefted in his works
or doings, 1s by no means an infignificant and un-
fcriptural one, like many others in common ufe ; and
more efpccml'y with reference to religious beJﬁ&S,
where {uch trifling 1s the moft inexcufeable. ¢ Thou
“art good,” fays the royal Pfalmift, “ and doeft
“ good.” The fame diftin&ion frequcnt]y occurs 1n
the holy fcriptures.  And indeed, what is more nas|
tural,than from contemplating goodnefs In 1ts lource,
to defcend 1n our thoughts to the apparent effects of
it in the works and prowdence of God ? Or, on the
other hand, what is more natural, than from conf-
dering the efrets of divine croodnels and mercy,
wl,mh we elther experlence of behold ,or rather both,
to afcend in our imaginations to that foun-

tain of goodnefs in the dlvmf- nature itfelf,” from
whence they flow 7 Ir
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It is by what creatures do, that we form the beft
and fureft judgment of their natures, qualities and
difpofitions refpectively. For we have not the faculty
of looking immediately at the heart or {pirit, and
feeing what is thercin, as God does, clearly, perfettly,
and without the leaft difficulty : A faculty, however,
which fome orders of creatures above us, may in a de-
gree be poficffed of, tho’ notof omnifcience. Nay,
we know that God has, on certain occafions, endowed
even men with this faculty. For the ¢ difcerning
“ of {pirits” was one of the miraculous powers con-
ferred on the apoftles, and, moft probably, on fome
other chriftians in the apoftolic age. But,as was {aid
before, we judge of the internal charaters and qua-
lities of other men, chiefly at leaft by what they do ;
by their attions and condu&. And this is one way
in which we arrive at the knowledge of the divine
goodnefs. God ¢ doeth good ;” and therefore we
juftly infer that he “is good,” even effentially fo.
This way of reafoning is at once conclufive and plain,
being accommodated to people of all capacities in
general. But I am far from faying or thinking, thac
this 1s the only method of attaining to the know-
ledge of God’s goodnefs. On the contrary, the di-
vine goodnefs admits of {trict demonttration, a priori,
t0 {peak in the language of metaphyficians. And
tho™ this latter kind of reafoning & proof,is much lefs
adapted to the underftandings of people in general,
than the former ; yet it has its ufes, and is really of
vaft importance. Yea, in fome cafes it is much the
beft, and moft convincing, to thofe who are accuftom-
ed to {peculations of this nature. So that tho’ it is
not fo proper to be introduced into a common popu-
lar difcourfe, as the other ; yet 1t 13 by no means to
be gifen up as unfolid, or inconclufive. Which is
what would, to be fure, highly gratify men of a fcep-
tical turn ; who might fatter themfelves, that if this
argument were out of the way, they could find ob-
o " jections
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jeftions enough againft the vifible, apparent works of
God, to difprove the effential goodnefs of- his nature,
or at leaft to make others very dubious about it.

Tuz reafon why I do not mention revelation as a
ftrict, proper proof of the divine goodnefs, is this :
That none who believe the fceiptures pretend to
doubt of it, however wrong their conceptions, In
fome refpets, may be concerning it. And to pro-
duce the teftimony of fcripture in the cafe, could:
anfwer no end with thofc who difbelieve and deny !
their authority. It may be added, that whofoever
believes any thing to be true, upon the teftimony or
authority of God fpeaking in his holy word, pre-
fuppofes him to be good, and to be before proved
{0, by arguments of another kind. For veracity, or
truth, is certainly one branch of goodnefs. If God
were not good, he might deceive his creatures, and
delight therein. He that {uppofes any thing 1s attu-
ally true, merely becaufe God hath declared it, ¢ hath
“ fef to his feal that God is true.” He takes it for
granted herein, that God himfelf 1s a moft faith.
ful, and therefore a good being ; not a falfe 'or evil
One, or One of a juftly fufpected charatter., For,
upon the impious fuppofition of his being fo, who
could rely upon—who believe his own word ? even
tho’ the * Lord fpake face to face unto him, as a
man fpeaketh unto his friend 3 and as he 15 {aid to
have fpoken to Mofes. *

2. Tue goodnefs of God, as itis a property of his
pature, thould always be confidered as -infeparably
connected with his wifdom 3 and regulated thereby
in all its operatjons. It is not to be confidered as a
fort of blind inftin&, or -good-nature, detached from
afgfgn and right, or a regard to fitnefs and propriety.

¢ gaadnefs of God is not fimply a-difpofition hi_n

o . .11

S

‘_ f Exod, XXXIIL II,
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his nature to do cood, uncontrouled, undireted by
wifdom ; fimilar to what is obferved in fome of his
creatures in certain inftances. Infinite wifdom, ot
the moft confummate, the moft perfet reafon, 1s in-
difiolubly conneéted with goodnets in the great God :
And the former 1s, undoubtedly, if One may fo ex-
prefs it, the leading, regulating, and all-direting
attribute of his nature 3 in {uch fort, that there are
no éxertions of mere power, or of mere goodnefs and
benevolence in him ; but every thing that is done
by him, is done according to the immutable. rule of
wifdom, or perfe&t reafon of which He himfelf, and
only He, 1s in all cafes an adequate rJudge If God
be indeed an infinitely knowing, reafonable, and wife
being 3 1t 1s furely no preﬁlmptlon to fay, and even
a dUty firmly to believe, that he never, 1 any cafe
whatever, acts unreafonably, or unwnely And if
this be the cale, as, I fuppofe, 15 univerfally acknow-
ledged 1n words at leaft, by all profefled chriftians ;
what was faid above, undemably follows ; viz. that
none of the actions of the great God, are merely and
lolely the exertions either of power or of goodnefs ;
but ﬂll condu&ed by a wifdom that catinot err.

It is well for the creatures of God, for the whole
creation,that this is the cafe.  For,in {fo wide-extend-
ed, not to fay boundlefs an umverfe of things,fo
various and complicated, what might be the confc—_
quence—]1 {peak 1t with reverence and awe—
what might be the confequence of omnipotence ex-
erting and giving a-loofe to itfelf,without wifdom to
direc® its operations ! Yea,what mxght be the confe-
quence, if goodnefs or benevolence itfelf, accom-
panied with 1rreﬁ{hble power, but not under the
condud of wifdom, were to exert itfélf in the ma-
hagement of fo various, extended and complicated a
fyftem ? What diforders and confufions ? what
dreadful confequences might naturally ‘be exP;&ed

rom
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from the exertions of omnipotence without wifdom,
even tho’ it were accompanied by fuch a blind, in-
ftinctive benevolence as that fpoken of above ? What
mifchiefs and miferies do we often fee produced in
this world, by weak mortal men that mean well, but
have little or none of that wifdom which is ¢ profi-
table to direct,” to regulate their benevolent in-
tentions ? How often do very kind parents “deftroy
their children, éven by their kindnefs 1tfelf, for want
of reafon and' difcretion ptoportioned thereto ? What
prodigious mifchiefs are fometimes produced, almoft
to the deftruction of whole countries, kingdoms and
mighty empires, by well-intention’d governors, kings
and emperors, who really segard the people under
them with a paternal affeétion ; but yet want wifdom
adequate to their high ftations,&the bufincis of ruling
and direCting nations ? From hence we may in {oin¢
meafure conjefture, if we are not afraid even to think,
what might be the confequence of boundlefs power,
tho’ accompanied with univerfal benevolencé,but not
adequate wifdom, exerting itfelf at once thro’out the
univerfe. The very tho’t is fufficient to fill One with
dread and terror !

It may admit of fome doubt, whetlier the effects
of benevolence thus exerted by an almighty Being
deftitute of wildom, might not be near as fatal to
the univerfe in the end, as pofitive malevolence, ill-
will and cruelty, exerted after the fame manner.  For
even in this latter cafe, fome good miglht poflibly be
done, contrary to the intention of the doer ; as evil
would certainly be done contrary thereto,in the former
cafe. 1 do notindeed affert, that the mifchiefs pro-
duced on the former {uppofition, would be equally
great with thofe done in the latter. But, that they
muft needs be very great and terrible, 1s obvious.
What would become of laws, order and, in a word,
of good government, without wifdom to conﬁi;utc

| ©othem
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them at firft, and to fupport them afterwards ? Every
thing of this fort, on which the good of the univerfe
eflenuially depends, muft foon come to an end, if he
that rules it were not wife, as well as good and power-
ful : Or, which comes nearly to the fame thing, if
he did not govern wifely, For there is no material
difference,as to the effi-¢ts and confequences, in thefe
fuppofed cafes, betwixt not haviny, and not exercifing
wildom. What is not ufed, 1s as nothing : He that
has wifdom, but does not employ it in what he does
(tho’ this very {uppofition feems abfurd in itfelf) will
at altogether as wrong and irrationally, as if he had
none. And a blind man will ind his way thro’ an
unknown country, altogether as well as one that has
good eyes, but will not ufe them. We have there-
fore, as was intimated before, the greateft reafon to
rejoice, when we reflect that the goodnefs of almighty
God, is neceffarlly and immutably connefted with
unerring wifdom ; always directed thereby 1n 1ts ope-
rations ; never exerted without it, and much lefs
contrary to it ; which 1t were blafphemous to fup-
pofe. It is becaufe the Lord of hofts 1s o ¢ wonder-
“ ful in counfel,” that he is fo ¢ excellent in worke
{ ing_” ¥

4 Tux goodnefls of God is what all men are nearly
concerned and interefled in. It is perhaps, ftrictly
{peaking, the moft amiable ¢f the divine perfections;
fince God may be loved on account of it, without
particularly taking his other attributes into confide-
ration, in a manner in which he cannot be loved for
any of the reft, without the confideration of this.
Even wicked men may think with fome fort of plea-
fure, on that goodnefs of God which they abufe ;
tho’ the thought of his other attributes rather mi-
nifters difquietude and terror to them, than comfort
and delight., If it were proper to make any com-

C parifon
¢ Ifai. 28. 20.
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parifon betwixt the divine attributes, or to fay that
one of them is more glorious than another, mankind
in general, to befure, would not hefitate much at
calling this the moit glorious., In a relauve con-
fideration of them, this might not, perhaps, be jultly
liable to any exception. Indeed, God himfelt {eems
to allow us to confider his goodnefs in this view ; or
as having, with reference to us, a peculiar prehemi-
nence and glory. For divine revelation dwells much
longer upon, and treats far more fully and diftinétly
of this attribute of God, and the various manifefta-
tions thereof in his works and providence, and par-
ticularly in the redemption of the world by his Son,
than of any of his other perfections, tho’ all ﬂ'lorlous
and adoreable. It is alfo worthy of partlcular obfer-
vation, as, indeed it has often been remarked, that
when Mofes befought God to mamifeft his glory to
him, faying, ¢ I befeech thee, thew me thy glory ;”
the an{wer which he received was, ¢ I will make all
“ my goodnefs pals before thee, and—will be gracious
“ to whom I will be gracious, and will'thew merey on
“ whom I will thew mercy.”* By which aniwer it
15 plainly intimated, that the glory of Ged does in
an eminent manner confift in his gcodnefs, grace and
mercy : So that the prayer of Moles would be molt

effectually granted, by God’s giving him a manifefia-
tion hereof,

THE eternity, immenfity & immutability of God ;
his infinite knowledge, wifdom and boundlefs power ;
his perfect purity, holinefs, and punitive juftice ; tho’
all adoreable arttributes, yet being confidered inde-
pendently of his bounty, clemency and mercy, rather
attonith and confound, than pleafe or delight us, by
appearing amiable to us : Efpecially when we Con-
{ider, not only our own weaknefs, dependence, and
abfolute need of continual fupport and fuccour from

“the
o Fxod, 33. 18, 1.



of GOD’s Goodnefs. 19

the guardian care, and kind providence of God, but
our finfulnefs and guilt, which at once render us un-
worthy thereof, & naturally excite diftruft, difhdence
and fear in us.  What confolation can weak and {in-
ful creatures draw from a confideration of thofe
other divine attributes alone, or independently of
goodnefs and meicy ¢ They rathet in{pire {fuch crea-
tures with terror and amazement, than with comfort,
hope and joy. Whereas, being confidered as mfepa-— '
rably conneted with goodnefs, which is equally effen-
tial to the divine nature, and exercifed towards all
the works of God ; thofe otherwle formidable attri-
butes, are, in a great degree, ftripped of their terror,
And not only fo, but goodnefs does, if One may fo
exprefs it,communicate its own amiable luftre & glory -
o them : So that even we guilty creatures, if peni- -
tent, may contemplate them, as well as goodnefs 1t~
felf, with delight and joy ; as being a firm {upport -
o our hope, and fuch a foundation of fecurity and
happinefs to us, as even.the moft perfet goodnefs -
could not be without them. The divine goodnefs,
theretore, being {o intereiting a fubject to us; the
oround of all our hopes as to time and eternity, 1t
iemands a very particular attention. And let me
iad, that 1t would be very winiatural, as well as 1m-
pious in any, to reltrain, limit or confine it, 1n a
nanner not warranted either by reafon or the holy
riptures, ¥

5. It thould be oblerved that the goodnefs of God,
then {poken of 1n a general way, comprehends many,
[ not ﬂn&ly all of his particular moral agtributes :
ach, for example, as are dittinguithed by the terms

Cz2 mercy, .

It is 10 or 12 Years fince the Author faw the lcarned Dr.
S, CLARKE’s Sermon on the Goodnels of God : But,if
he miftakes not, there is a Paffage in- it, of which fcme
Things in this Paragraph may appear an impedect imi-
tanon.
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mercy, clemency, kindnefs, compaffion, pity, grace,
patience, forbearance, long-fuffering, and even jufice
itfelf. That all thefe, except the latt-mentioned, are
only{fo many diflerent hranches or modes of goodnefs,
denominated refpeétively with reference to the perfons
to whom,dr the particular manner and circumitances
in which, God manitefts that goodnels to his crea-
tures, which in him 1s one fimple, uniform principle :
That this 1s true, I fay, is very ealy to fee ; and, in-
deed, fo generally allowed, that 1t feems quite need-
lefs to {pend time in the proof of it. But there are
many perfons, who {feem to conceive and fpeak quite
differently of the juflice of God ; as if it were not a
mode or branch - of goodnefs, and comprchended
therein, but an attribute diftiné& from, if not in a
degree repugnant to goodnefs. Thefe different con-
ceptions of the matter, tho’ they may at firft appear
immaterial, are yet refpetively followed by confe-
quences of a very important nature. I fhall there-
fore very briefly explain, and endeavour to eftablifb,
that fentiment refpecting this point, which was hinted
above. This I would do at once with all reverence

to God, and with all due refpect to thofe, who have
different concepiions of the matter.

And here 1t may be obferved,

(1.) TuaT inawile and good earthly parent,there
is really no fuch diftinction as that which has been
mentioned, betwixt goodnefs and juitice, not even
1n punithing 3 but the former includes the latte-, as
being one mode or manner of exerting itfelf, and at-
taining its end. For example; why does a truly
wife & good parent, when under the influence, not of
mere paffion and refentment, but of reafon only,
correct his children, or pudifh them for their faults ?
Is itnotin order toreform, and do them good?
~—0r at leaft with a view to.the benefit of his other

chi}dren,
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children, or thofe of the houfhold ; that they
may be kept under due fubjedtion, and reltrained
from the like evil and hurtful practices ? In this
cafe, infliting adequate punithment, or fuch as 1s
adapted to the good ends propofed, 1s plainly good-
nefs. Tho’ ir 1s, and may properly be called juttice ;
yot it is fo far from being either oppolite to, or any
thing really diftin& from kindnefs and goodnefs, that
the parent would be lefs kind and good than he 1s,
if he did not pumth. If any parent examines him-
felf, upon what principle he corrects his children, he
will either find that it is this of goodnefs, or elfe find
reafon to cenfure himfelf as having been altuated
therein by fome impotent, irrational and unjuftifiable
paflion ; mere cruelty, anger, refentment,or the like.
And, indeed, the frail * fathers of our flefh,” tho’ in
general kind and good, may yet fometimes have cor-
rected us thus, ¢ after their own pleafure,” or from
a {udden, tranfient refentment, rather than with any
formal and poffitive good defign.  In which cale,they
muit needs cenfure themiclves upon reflexion, as
having acted unreafonably. So that 1n a good pa-
rent, as was faid before, there 1s no fuch quality as
juttice, really ditin&t from goodnefs ; not even In

punifhing : For it 1s goodnels 1tfelt that gives the
blow.

(2.) THe cafe is the fame in civil government.
The moft abfolute fovereign on earth, fuppofing him
to be wife & good, makes no laws but fuch as he at
leaft thinks for the benefit of his fubjeéts ; whom he
alfo confiders as his children, to be governed by him
for their good. Neither does he infli¢ any punifh-
ments, but what he confiders as needful for the fup-
port of his government ;— if not for the particular
good of thofe that {uffer, as in capital cafes, yet for
the good of his people in general, by way of example
and terror,that good order may be preferved. So that

Cyeil
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even in this cafe of excifion, or capital punifhnidnt,
the juftice of the fovereign 1s no real quality in him,
diftinét from goodnefs. It is goodnefs, or a regard to
common good,that takes off the head of the traitor,that
hangs the fobber or murderer,& that “punifhes other
evil-doers :” Without which, the fovereign would
“ bear the {fword in vain;” 1. e. would not aniwer the
good and #mpertant end of his bearing it, the prefer-
vation of order, public good and happinefs. 1 here
15 not the leaft color, in this cafe, for fuppofing any
diftinétion betwixt goodnefs and juftice in the prince ;
only as the former 1s a general prinaple, which com-
prehends the latter as one particular mode of 1t
And the earthly prince, in the {enfe of all mankind,
degenerates into a tyrant, if he punifhes his fubjects
for no better end, than to gratfy his own anger and
refentment.  This leads me to obferve,

- (3.) TuarT truly wife and good parents and prin-
ces, always overiook or pardon the faults of their
children and fubjedls reipectively, whenever they fup-
pole this may be done, as in iome cafes it may, con-
fiitently both with the good of the offenders thiem-
felves, and of others ; or beth with private and com-
mon good. In thele cafes, what wile and good pa-
rent, or {overeign p:ince of the {ame charater, thinks
himfelt bound n jujice to punifh the tranfgrefior
nay, does not think himfelt obliged "in resfon to re-
mit the fault, or to thew clemency ? Would 1t not be
apparently contrary to true gooinefs, in thefe fup-
pofed cafes,to punith for no good ‘end,either with re-
{pedt to the delinquint himielt or others ! Would
not this be, to give another pain and {orrow merely
for the {ake of doing it ? And what 1s this called a-.
mongft men, but cruelty ? which is in truth contrary
both to goodnefs and juftice. It being therefore
manifeft, that in all wife and good earthly parents
and fovereigns, juftice even in punifhing, is only a-

| nother
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nother name for goodnefs in one particular view, or
under a certain modification of 1t, inftead of being
either oppofite to, or any thing really diftin¢t 1n na-
rure from goodnefs itfelf : This, Ifay, being evidenc
and undeniable, I proceed to oblerve,

(4.) Tuart the great and blefled God 1s pleafed,
in his word, to reprefent himlelf to us very often un-
der the charatter both of a Father and of a King.
For, ¢« There i1s One God and Fatber of all, who is
«“ above all, and thro’ all, and 1n you all,” faith the
avoftle. ¢ We are the Offspring of God,” faith the
the fame apoftle : And « of Him the whole family
“ in heaven and in earth is named.”—The title of
Kinz, is one of his ufual titles in {c.ipture. He is
called emphatically by our Saviour, * the greatKing.”
He 1sftiled the  King of heaven,” as well as ¢ King
“ over all the earth.” And in my context, the ¢ glo-
“ry of his kingdom” 1s fpoken of ; which is an
“ everlafting kingdom.” |

(5.) TroveH the analogy will not hold in all re-
[pects betwixt an earthly parent or king, and our
“ Father who 1s in heaven,” or that great * king
“ eternal, immortal, invifible, the only wife God,”
who hath “ prepared his throne in the heavens ;”
vet there can be no doubt in general, but that,
when thefe titles are given to God in his word,
the defign is,to reprefent him under the chara&er of
the wifeft & beft Father, the wifeff & beff King ; not
that of an unreafonadle, unnatural, and cryel parent ;
not that of an #nwife and wunreafonable, a cruer and un-
merciful king,  None can doubt of this.

(6.7 Wt may therefore conclude from hence,
That that wifdom and goodnefs, which are very im-
per.et in the beft earthly parents and kings, are in
perfettion in the bleflfed God. And that hé governs

his



24  Of the Extent and Perfe&ion

his great family, his univerfal kingdom, according
to thole general rules and maxims which are in them-
{elves moft wife and good 3 fuch as the wifeff and
beft kings govern by ; only, as was intimated before,
in an infinitely more perfe&t manner. From whence,
I think, (tho’ it doth not become a mortal man to
{peak confidently in fuch cafes) that it follows,

(7.) Trar there is not really in the great and
olorious God, any fuch diftinétion betwixt ‘goodnefs
and juftice, as has been objected againft. For if any
earthly parent or king fhould act according to what
that diftinction {uppofes, and fo punifth his children
or fubjelts, not as goodnels direéts, or without a
pofitively good and valuable end, fuch parent or
king would be reckoned therein, neither wife nor
good, nor even juft, but unreafonable and cruel.
What ground ts there then to 1magine, that there 1s
any fuch kind of juftice in God, diftinét from, or
rather oppofite to goodnefs ! Does reafon {uggeft
any fuch thing ? No. Do the holy {criptures affert
or {fuppofe it ! No : nothing likeit. There is there-
fore, great reafon to think, that this is a diftin¢tion
only of man’s making. There can, I think, be no
concetvable fitnefs, propriety ov comgruity in infliéting
punithment, independently of an exd to be anfwered
thereby. Thofe terms, when ufed with reference
to punithing tranfgreflors, fuppofe and refer to fome
end ; otherwife they are unintelligible. And this end
muft be either pofitively bad, or pofitively gecod :
For what 15, 1n every refpedt, indifterent, can be no
end worthy even of human, much lefs of divine wil-
dom. And to fay that the all-wife and good God,
has a bad or evil end in any thing which he does,
were impious indeed ! The conclufion from which
premifes, 1s too obvious to need mentioning,

(8.) THaT
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(8.) TuaTt God, our heavenly Father, chafteneth
and punifheth his children in this werld for their good,
is evident from numberlefs paffages in fcripture. And
there 1s one which deferves amore particular attention
here, on account of the reference therein to the
conduct of earthly parents, who {fometimes correct
their children only for their own ¢ plealure :” Where-
as God correts his for their ¢ profit”—¢ Whom
“ the Lord loveth he chatteneth—We have had fa-
“ thers of our fleth, which correéted us, and we gave
“ them reverence : Shall we not much .ather be 1n
“ fubjection unto the Father of {pirits, and live ? For
“ they verily for a few days chaitened us after their
““own pleafure 5 but He for our profit, that we might
““ be partakers of his holinefs—Afterward it yieldeth
“ the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs.*” No Man
will deny, but that God is at once juft and good 1n
thefe chaftenings. Goodnefs and juftice in him,
therefore, are not to be confidered as oppofites: They
may, 1n all other cafes without exception, be co-nci-
dent 5 the latter being, perhaps, only a particular
modification of the former, and tending to pofitive
good, at lealt the public or common..

(9.) SmaLL we ?—can we really fuppofe, That
He who is good to a//, and whofe tender mercies are
over a// lus works, ever punithes his creatures with-
out any good end, either with refpeét to themfelves,
or to the other members of his houthold and king-
dom ? Would not this be in effcét making his crea-
tures miferable, either for no end at all, or a pofitive-
ly bad and evil one ? Would not this be, what is al-
ways called unreafonable and cruel amongft men ?
To fay that the infinitely wife and gnod God, punifkes
ny of his creatures merely for his own glory, with-
out any regard to the prefervation of order and hap-
pinefs, and even contrary to the common good of

D thole,

* Heb, 12, 612,
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thofe, to whom he was pleafed to give being, appears
to me at belt very irrational. For what glory could
pofiibly redound to any being by acting unrea-
{onably, or contrary to the dictates of true goodnefs ?
1t 15 peculiarly abfurd to {uppofe that He, who ac-

counts goodnefs his glory, thould aim at advancing 1t
by juch a condutt !

(10.) THE great, blefled and glorious God, 15 1n-
deed an abfoluie Sovercign : He has an mdifputable
right as well as power, to difpofe of all his creatures
according to his own pleafure. But it ought not to
be inferred from hence, that he is an arbitrary being,
in that ill {enfe 1n which the word arbitrary 15 ufed
relpecting tyrants ; 1mplying that they govern in an
unreafonable, unjuft and cruel manner. Tho’ God
15, In the higheft fenfe, an ablolute fovereign ; yet in
that 1ll{enfe,he 1s not certainly an arbitraryBeing 5 and
it were blafphemous to think him fo. The blefled
God, tho’ omnipotent, tho’ over all, and not accoun-
table to any, yet exercifes no power, no authority,
but according to his infinite wifdom and goodnels.
To alt contrary to them, would be to ¢ deny himlelf,”
and to at contrary to his own glory inftead of
advancing it ; which are both impoffible. So that
the great and bleffed God may, with the ftricteft pro-
prigty, be ftiled, A {overeignly wife and good Being.
If his power and dominion, on nne hand, are without
bounds, without limits, his wifdom and goodnefs are
equally unbounded, unlimited, on the other ; and
no lefs effential to him than exiftence itfelf. And
““ let him that glorieth,” faith the moft High, ¢ glory
“1n this, that he underftandeth and knoweth me,
“ that I am the Lord, which exercile loving-kindnefs,
“ judgment and righteoufnefs in the earth : for in thefe
¢ things I delight, faith the Lorp.”*

| But
Jer. IX, 24.
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But I proceed to confider more particularly,

II. Tur extent and perfection of the divine good-
nefs, according to the reprefentation in the text :
Wherein 1t 15 declared, that ¢ the Lord 1s good to

LL,” &c. And there are {everal obfervations to

be made here, preparatory to a diftinét explanation of
thele words. The firlt 1s,

1. TraT the creatures and works of God, rational
and irrational, animate and 1nanimate, are exceeding
aumerous.  How valt is the number and variety of
them, only 1n this lower world ¢ How many differ-
ent ranks and orders of living creatures, exclufive of
men, people this earth, air and water, from the moun-
tatnqus elephant, and enormous whale, down to the
mite,too {mall to be feen but by a borrowed microfco-
piceye ? And how prodigtoufly numerousare the indi-
viduals of almoft every of thefe difterent {pecies ? But
when we raife our eyes and imagtnations from this
comparatively little globe, tothe numerous and ftu-
pendous wurlabﬁbovn and around ‘us, to whofe extent
in {pace there are no apparent Limits, any more than
to {pace itclt ; and when we reafon analogically from
this to thofe, we may with great probability conclude,
that they are al{o pegpled by a numberand variety of
creatures, proportionably greater than are inour own.
How aftoni{bing ?—how furpaffing imagination itfelf,
then, mult their variety & number be |—¢“ O Lord,

how manifold are thy works ? in wildom haft thou
made them aLL I"—7

2. Tue exercife of benevolence or goodnefs, in
the ftrict notion or it, fuppofes creatures that are at
lealt fenfitive and perceptive, tho’ they may be irra-
tional. None befides fuch, are in nature capable of:
enjoying the divine goodnels, the effets of it, or of

_ D 2 havmo'
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having goodnefs and mercy exercifed towards them.
God cannot properly be faid to be good or kind to
the earth and water, or to mere inanimate, hifelefs,
unperceiving matter.

2. On the other hand you will obferve, that
aLL fuch creatures as are endowed either with rea-
fon, or a petcepuve faculty only, in how low
a degree {oever, are altually capable of hapoinels, or
agreeable fenfations. They are therefore naturally
capable objelts of the divine goodnefs and mercy.
I mean, it 1s {uppoleable, or implies no natural im-
poflibility, that all fuch creatures may atually ex-
perience the effects of God’s beneficence.  As to the
fact, I do notat prefent concern myfelf with 1t : But
it 1s manifeft that the Creator and Lord of all, may,
without any inconfiftency or abfurdity, be fuppofed
atually good to all that are, by the nature which
he has given them, rendered capable of participating
in the effeéts of his goodnefs.

4. Or thole creatures that are capable of enhjoy-
ment or pleafure, fome are doubtlefs capable of it n
tar higher degrees than others.  Some have apparently,
not only quicker fenfes, but more in number than
others. Some are but one little remove from lifelefs,
unienfed matter : And the capacity for happineis in
all, 15 probably in proportion to the number
and quicknefs of their fenfes, or perceptive faculies.
It fhould be added here, that all the inhabitants of
this earth, men excepted, are apparently incapable of
the greateft & fublimeft pleafures that we know of ;
thole of refléxion, moral virtue, religion, the know-
ledge and love of God, and hope in him.  Thefe are

pleafures of a peculiar kind, belonging only to rea-
fonable creatures. |

5. FroM
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. From hence it follows, that tho’ all are, ma
degree, capable objects of the divine beneficence ;
yet fome may be {o in a far bigher and more eminent
{enfe than others. God may eafily be concetved actu-

ally good to all, & yet not eguatly loto all.  Or rather,
it 1s evident tha: he 1s pot {o 5 as certain, almott, as

it 1s, that he 1s aCtually-good to any, in any degree,

6 Gop may properly be faid to be good and
merciful to all thofe, for whofe weltare he pro-
vides according to their refpective natures and capa-
cities, however inferior.  1f thefe are upon the whole
happy, or if thole of an higher order might be {o, did
they not abufe the divine goodnefs, God is certainly
good to them: And this, tho’ a degree of patn thould
attend their enjoyments ; yea, tho” an end fhould be
put to the exiftence of fome of them fo foon after
they began to be, that their term of life would be but
as a moment. There1s 7ca/ goodnefs and kindnefs
fhewn them, even upon this {uppolition, however

little @ For whatever any enjoy, be 1t more or lefs, 1t
1s from the more goodnels of the Creator.

v, It is {uppofeable, that in producing fuch a
wonderful, and almoft infinite variety of worlds and
creatures ;—creatures with fuch different capacities
of enjoyment, the infinitely wife Author of all, had a
view to the g=neral, common good oi his creation ;
and confequently, that chis vanety itfelf may contri-
bute thereto. kven we, who are {o thort-fighted, can
in many cales clearly fee how variety, due fubordina-
tion of parts, &c. actually contribute to the beauty,
perfection and real benefit of an whole, or what is
confidered as fuch. May not then, the amazing va-
riety oblerved in the one real whole, the uNIvERSE,
pofjibly tend to the beauty, advantage and perfettion
thereof ¢ Or muft we conclude, that becaufe e can-

not particularly fee and comprehend all the relations
and
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and connexions of things thro’out the univerfe, {o as
to perceive how this varlety in every inftance attually
contributes to the perfection thereof, therefore HE,
that made it cannot, or did not defign it for that
end ? A prefumptuous conclufion indeed !

8. TuErE 15 pofitive and ftrong reafon to think in
general, that chis 1s aftually the truth : And the man-
ner of reafoning is {uch,—fo plain, that all in general
may eaflily percetve the force of it. The argument
may be reduced to a very few words, thus :—This
variety was not #adefigned, or produced for wo end.
Nor can it be fuppofed an 7ndifferent thing 1 1tfelf,
whether it fhould be, or not : No man of the leaft
reflexion can imagine fo. 1f then, it was neither ui-
defigined, nor a matter of zndifference in its own nature,
it muft have been intended either for a pofiuvely
wife and good, or a pofitively unreafonable and maleve-
lent end. There 1s no medium ; this 1s the dilemma.
To,fay the latter, 1s' nothing thort of a blafphemous
imputation of folly and malevolence to the Creator.
The former therefore, is even demonfiratively the
truth ; viz. That this almoft infintte variety amongft
the creatures of God, was defigned by him for, and
therefore actualiy tends to, the ornausent, perfection
and real good of the univerfe.—* And God {aw every
““ thing that he had made, and behold, 1t was wvery
““ good ;" {uperlauvely, perteltly good.

9. THis variety, order, & particular arrangement
of the creatures and works of God, being fuppofed
in the whole “ very good;” all fuch queftions as
thefe, Why one was not made another ? Why men
were made men, rather than brutes or angels ? Or
angels,angels, rather than either of the other ? Why
birds were not made beafts, & beafts birds 5 & fithes
were made fithes, inftead of beafts or fowles ? Why

the loweft individual of the loweft fpecies, was not
made
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made the higheft of the higheft ; -ind vice ver/d, the
higheft,not the loweft ?—All fuch queries, 1 fay,carry
their own futility & {elf-repugnance in their very face.
They imply a plain contradiction, as much as it would
be to atk, Why Noah’s dove was not originally made
the ocean, the moon or 2 comet ¢ Gr, Why the {fun
that now lightens the heavens, was not made a glow-
worm ?—1ls it not plainly impaffible, that a dove thould
have been an ocean, a moon or comet ; or the fun a
glow-worm ! And is it not equally 1mpofiible, that
men- fhould have been angels, or angels men, &c ?
There is;therefore, as much folly as impiety, in ¢ the

“ thing formed faying to Him that formed it, Why
¢ haft thou made ME thus ¢

10. ALTHOUGH fuch creatures as are in their na-
tures capable of pleafure, are alone capable ofjeiZs of
the divine beneficence, firiétly fpeaking ; yet the
goodnefs of God may be made manifeft /s and 4y all
his otber works in general ;—tho’ inanimate and fenfe-
lefs. Thus the earth, the fea and this lower air, with
all that is therein, may ferve to manifeft the good-

nefs and mercy of the Creator, while the heavens
declare his glory.

Tuese things being premifed, we may now pro-
ceed to a more particular confideration of the text.
And the doétrine of the infpired Plalmift here, com-
prehends the following particulars 5 viz,

FirsT, That the Lord of all is attually good and
kind to all the different ranks, orders or fpecies of his
intelligent and fenfitive creatures ; all the fpecies that
are capable of happinefs, in whatever degree.

SeconpLy, That he is likewife good and kind to
a/l the indsviduals of which thefe fpecies confift.

THIRDLY,
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Trirory, That all his other works in general, the’
incapable ot enjoying his goodnefs and mercy, or the
effedts of them, yet ferve for the man feffaticn there-
of. And,

Fourtury, That God 1s therefore an abfoluzely,
a perfeitly good and merciful Being, or good in the
higheft conceiveable {enfe.

Tuese propofitions are very fairly contained in the
general dodtrine, o1 affertion of the text; That ¢ the
““ Lord 15 good to aLy, and his tender mercies ovER
“ aLy his works.” Accordingly, I propofe to con-
fider and illuftrate thefe points, rather as being the
expreis doctrine of revelation, and to be believed on
the authority thereof, than as things which are demon-
ftrable by natural rcafon, oblervation and experience,
For tho’ this 1s in general a moft rational doltrine,
for the proof whereof, arguments of the latter kind
are not wanting, fome of which may be briefly hipted
at ;5 yet a proper difcuffion of it in this way, would
require many dilcourfes, and fuch a kin¢ of realon-
ing alfo, as is not {o convenient for the pulpit.

To return then:

First, The Lord of all is attually gocd and kind
to all the different ranks, orders or fpecies of his -
telligent and fenfitive creatures 5 all the {pecies that
are capable of happinefs, in whatever degree  That
God 1s good to angels, is doubted by none ; and,
that he is good and merciful to mankind, 1s, 1n words,
allowed by all. The principal defign of the holy
fcriptures, is indeed to thew the ¢ riches of his good-
nefs” to the children of men ; efpecially in therr re-
demption by his Son. He 15 good to the beafts of
the field and foreft, to the fowles of the. air, to.the

fith of the fea, to all the fpecies o. reptil:s, to every

Kipe
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kind of infells, the moft inferior not excepted ; fuch
as fhun the naked eye. All thefe he upholds in the
being which he gave. He preferves the refpettive
orders diftinét, from age to age. He makes {utable
provifion for them all, and opens to them his ftores.
The holy {criptures, particularly the book of Job, of
Pfalms, and the writings of Solomon, abound with
reflexions upon the provifion which the Author
of narure has made, for the {fubfiftence and com-
fort of the animal and fenfitive creation. The 1o4th
Plalm, which is a pretry long one, 1s chiefly taken
up with reflexions of this kind. The bealts, fowles
and fithes a e particularly mentioned as the objects
of God’s providential care : * Thefe wait all upon
“ thee,” fays the Pfalmift, ¢ that thou mayeft give
“ them rheir meat in due {eafon—Thou openett thine
““ hand, they are filled with good.”*  So 1n my con-
text (ver. 145 and :6.) ¢ The eyes of all wait upon
“ thee, and thou givelt them their meat in due {ea-
“fon Thou o cne[’c thine hand, and fatishett be
“defire of every Iw ng thing.” Many forts of bealts,
fith and fowle, and even more infignifica it creatures
are particularly inftanced 1, 1n the ho]y {criprures,
as examples of God’s univerfal care, & objects of his
kindnefs : Whaies, oxen, theep, horfes, the oftritch,
ftork, &c. And ou- Saviour himiclf difdains not to
fpeak more than once, of the goodnels of God ta
* ravens” and “ {parrows.”

Ir there are other planets or workds 1nhabited, we
may be cerrain that God takes a fimilar care of the
various orders of creatures in them, aniwerable to
their refpective natures and wants. [t were highly
Irrational to fuppote, rhat He has made any one foe-
cies of creatures, capable of fenfation in any degree,
and then neglected it as below his prowd{,n'ml care.
All kinds of living_ crearures that we know of, manis

E kel
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feft the wonderful wifdom of the Creator in thetr
frame and firu&ture. And if he thoughe proper to
excrcife fuch a truly divine art in the formation of §
them, furely he would not leave them unprovided
for, and {fo, to unavoidable milery, when formed. |
Nothing, no {pecies, furely, which God has created,
1 £O0 mﬁcrmﬁt:ant for God to take care of. And
how could it be faid with any propriety, that his ten- |
der mercies are over all bis works, if any one whole

Ipecies were neglefted and abandoned by him ¢

Bur is it only the various {pecies, that God 1s good |
and kind to ?—not the particulars of which they con- |
fift ? That would be ftrange indeed ! And this brings
us to the fecond thing 1mplied in the text ; wiz.

 SeconpLy; That God is likewile good and kind
to all the individuals of which thefe {pecies confill. |
Every whele being made up of parts, and every {pe-
cies confifting of individuals only ; it is not very ealy
for common [enfe to conceive how an whole, or a fpe-
cies can be kindly provided for by the God of all, as
fome have fuppofed,™ and yet the parts, the individu- |
als, be difregarded & negletted by him.  Is God the
maker of the {pecies only, not of the individuals ?
"That were a very myfterious pofition 3 a curious dif-
covery to match the other | Indeed, they muft needs
oo together. For if God is fuppofed to be the
maker of the individuals, 1t follows as undepiably |
from hence, that he will take care of individuals, as
it does from his creating the fpecies, that he take care

of the fpecies. The reafoning that will hold with
refpet to one, will hold equally with refpet to the
other : If it fails in one, 1t will fail in the other alfo.
And, as was hinted before, it individuals are neg-
lected or overlooked,it is plain that the {pecies them-
fevlves are not provxded for, unlels the fpecies can

be
* Ld. Bolinbrote, &c.
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be preferved, when all the individuals are left to pe-
rith | A providental care of the fpecies, evidently
involves the like care of the individuals thereof 5 at
Jealt of fome of them. And if God takes care of
fume, why not of all ? Is this too laborious a tafk for

Him that is at once omniprefent, omnifcient and
omnipotent ?

But how can God be {faid to be good to all ?—
how could it be affirmed, that his tender merctes are
over 4/l his works, if there were lome of his creatures,
his works, originally unprovided for ¢ To fay that
this means only all the {pecies of creatures, but not
the individuals, is taking an unnatural and unwarran-
table liberty with the holy {criptures, befides the ab-
furdity of the very fuppofition itfelf, and the fetting
of bounds and limits to the divine goodnefs, Nay,
would not this be to fuppole God pofitively cruel to
fome of his creatures ? There js no medium betwixt
his being actually kind and merciful to all, and his
being pofitively cruel and unmerciful to fome. For,
pleale to confider, that when God akes creatures
capable of happinefs and mifery, 1n whatever degree ;
If he does not alio make provifion for their comfor-
table fubfiftence, and take a kind care of them, he
of confequence dooms them to ipevitable pain and
mifery, even without any fault of theirs ; fince if a
creature 1s actually made, and preferved in a ftate of
lenfibility, 1t muft be either in a degree of pleafure or
pain. Ifit be not the former, 1t muft of courle be
the latter. And, upon the prefent {uppofition, this
1s wholly owing to God’s not making that provifion
for the creature, which was abfolutely neceffary for
its well-being, according to the nature given it by
himfelf, Now, let fome very acute diftinguifher
thew the difference betwixt this and pofitive cruelty :
It would be in vain for an ordinary genius to at-
tempt it, And when any One has fairly made out

I I' 2 chis
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this diftinction, he will probably be able to reconcile
fuch a conduct in the Creator, w.th the exprefs do&t-

rine of fcnpture, that he ¢ /g.15f1e¢h the de.re of every
lrving thing.”-  But

- It will perhaps be faid, that the univerfal terms
all, every, and the like, are Jometimes uled m a re-
{trained, limited fenle @ And that there are plain rea-
fons for, and an abfolute neceﬂuy of, undahandmg
‘them 1 this limited fenfe in many pl.lCt’Q of {crip-

ture.  This 15 granted : But ihen, they ought never
to be thus hmited, but underftood in their proper,
natural and unconfined fenfe, unlels theye 1s pofitive
realon, or fome rcal neceflity for fuch a hmitation
of them. Let any One who thinks w reatonable and
neceflary fo fimit the goodncfs and nercy of kis Creator,
fhew 1cto be attually fo, and 1 w I then acknowlcdge
the reafonavlenefs and necefiity of hmiung the ﬁo'-
nification of thofe univerial terms, in which he is de-
clared to be good and merciful to a//, to every iving
thing. kb unlefs you can prove the former, it Is
lmpomo]e you fhould ever be able to prove the lat-
ter. Limiung the fenfe of thefe te:ms in the prefent
cafe, 1s plainly limiting and fctting bounds o that
goodnefs, which 1s declared in and by them to be
unhmited in1its extent.  Neither will any man, who
really believes God to be good to all. ever defire to

find out any reafon for puttlng a reftrained {enfe vpon
the term 4// in the text,

BurT let us, for a few minutes, take it for granted
hat i/, here, does not literally mean all, or every
lndmdual but rhat there are fome individuals of
every fpecies, to which God is noT good ;—fome of
his works, over which his mercy is nor extended.
How many then, of each fpecies, thall we fuppofe 1n

this fituation ;—thus for gotten or negletted by him
that made them ?

LT
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| LEeT us, for example, fuppofe one balf of every
fpecies, thus abandoned by the « God and Farher of

all.” I afk then, Whether all thele indivicuals, to
which God 1s not good and mercitul, muft not inevi-
tably be wretched ; each of them being lctt deftitute
of a proper {upply to its natural wants ? INo One can
doubtof this; All, for whote well-being God malkes
no provifion, mult of courfe be miferable : For who
befides Him can provide for them ? Tafk,in the next
place, Wherther this fuppofition is confiftent with the
ipirit, and manifeft defign of the text, even tho’ the
term a//, twice ufed therein, d.d not literally intend
every individual P T afk, in the next place, Whether
the fuppofition, that one Aa/f of everv fpecies are thus
abandoned to unavordable mifery by their Creator, 18
confiftent with h.s acknowicdged general charaéter, as
a good and merciful Being ? is not this fuppofition
highly, and very obvioully repugnant to that
character ; and therefore, to the honor of God ? It
may be aga:n demanded, Whether they who think
this to be the truth (if any {uch there are) do nor, in
effect, unite in their imagmnations the two independ-
ent and oppofite princ ples of the Manichrans, the
one good, the other evil, into one feif-contradictory
being, whom they call, and whomthey worfhip under
the name of, the ¢ One God and Father of all I”—
Let me afk once more, Whether this fuppofition of
one balf of every {pecies thus abandoned, be not a
very moderate and modeft fuppoiition, according to the
reprefentations which lome perions have given of
God’s conduét towards one of the molt confiderahle
ipecics that we have any particular knowledge of ?

But you will allow, perhaps, that the fuppofirion
of onebalf, is too large 5 that 1t1s not agrecable to the
text, to reafon, or to the general 1dea of God as a
good,kind and merciful being—*“ Half 1ss1ndeed, too
many, and fhocks the mind at once !”—I underftand

vou well. Inflead of faying one Aelf then, we will
fay
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fay only, one guarter. 'Will this fuppofition {ftand the
teft  What ! One guarter part of every fpecies, both
of {enfitive and rational creatures, abandoned thus to
inevitable mifery by their Creator ; and yet this fame
Creator declared 1n his own holy word, to be good
to all !—A guarter of all God’s creatures of every
kind and order, are a great many, furely, to be thus
caft off and forfaken by Him, whofe tender mercies
are faid ro be over all his works !—If you confider,
and recollect yourlfelves, 1 believe you will think the
number il fomewhat te0 large—What ! a gquarter
part of the whole ! But if you will not yet give this
up, let me vary the language of the text a little, and
paraphrafe it {o as precifely to exprefs your {enfe of
1t, thus—* The Lord is good to three quarters of his
“ creatures, and his tender metrcles are over three
“ guariers of all his works : But to the other guarter
“ he 15 not good, kind or merciful ; but leaves them
“ 1o unavoldable mifery and deftruétion.”—Will you
allow this to be a natural praraphrale, or to give ‘the
genuine {enle of the text P— No : it founds harfhly ;
““ and feems tco much to limit the divine goodnefs.”

Wrer then, ler us fuppole enly a tenth, twentieth,
fittieth, hundredth, or, to cut the matter fill thorter,
only one twoufandth part of the whole rational and
fenfitive creaiton, doomed to inevitable mifery in the
manner before exprefled—Will yoa abide by this ¢
Will you abate nothing of it ?~—When you confider
the innumerabls millions ot creatures, many of them
rational ones, that muft, even on this {fuppofition, be
wretched,does it fit eafy upon your minds ?--Is not the
number, in the whole, too large ftill 2—A thoufandih
part of ail, of every {pecies, in all worlds ;—probably
enough to people thoufands of fuch worlds as this 1—
How can that be ; and yet God be an exceed-
ing good, kind and merciful being ? I am perfwaded
thar, upon reflexion, you will not ftand to this.

SUPPOSE
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SupposE then, but ten individuals, or five, nay,
two only of every {pecies, nay, but ore ; yet thefe
muft amount to a vaft number. For the number of
the fpecies even in this hittle globe, 1s great ; how
prodigious then, muft 1t probably be in all worlds
taken collectively ! And will not one individual of
each of them, amount in the whole to too great a
number to be thus doomed to unavoidable mifery, by
Him who gave them being ? Is even this confiftent
with his acknowledged general charalter as a good
and merciful Being ? If you think foberly and im.

partially, you will chufe rather to leflen the number
ftill, chan to defend this fuppofition.

WEeLL then, fuppofe but a fingle individual of one
fpecies—Only let that be a reatonable creature, capa-
ble by nature of knowing and enjoying God eternally,
whom he never difplealed by any act of his I —No—
It thall be but an irrational creature, and that of the
very loweft, the molt inferior ipecies, that is thus
doomed to all the pain which it 1s1n 1ts nature capa-
ble of enduring.—And can you {erioufly think that
the Creator and ¢ Father of all,” has pitched upon
this poor mite, to make the exiftence which himfelf
gave, wretched ! Why ? fin it could not : And 1s 1€
agreeable tw wildom, goodnefs and mercy, to make
an innocent creature miferable thro’ the whole term of
its exiftence, whether longer or fhorter ?—If you
are refolved to defznd even this lowett of all {uppo-
fittons which the nature of the queftion admuts, you
fhould, I think, paraphrafe the text thus—¢ The
“ Lord 1s good to all dut one, and his tender metcies
“are over all his works, excepting a finglz infignificant
“ creature, which either efcapes his notice, or at
“ which he 1s angry, and fo makes it miferable, tho’
“ 1t nerther has, nor 1s capable of offending Him.”
How do you like this paraphrafe ¢ You muft needs
adopt one to this purpofe, if you oppofe what I am

endeavouring
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endeavouring to eftablith ;—the univerfal goodnefs
and mercy of God, in the higheft and moft literal
fenie of the terms ¢ all,” and *“ every living thing,”
uled 1n {criprure with exprefs reference to the extent
of his goodnes.

Our Lord Jefus Chrift {peaking of tho'e fparrows,
“ five of which were {old for two tarthings,” fays that
“ ot one of them 15 forgoten before God.”* " This
may doubrlefs be faid wi ith cqual truth, even of crea-
tures inferior to {parrows. Anund One need not feru-
ple to fay, that the fuppofition ot any of them being
forgotien, forfaken and abandoned by him, in the
lenfe fo often mentioned, 1s difhonourable to God ;
an unworthy imputation upon his wildom, goodnefs,
mercy, & his providenual care refpecting a creature
which he thoughr proper to cali into exiitence.  So
that tho’ fome things and creatures, of which 1 have
been {peaking, are in one view, 1ndeed, very thcon-
fiderable ; yet the end purfued all along 1s of the laft
importance  Bur if 1t would be dithonourable to
God, to charge him with treating only one of the
meott 1inferior of his creatures 1n {fuch a manner, what
fhall we think of thac doctrine, which reprefents him
as treating millions of m:liions of his rational creatures
atter the fame manner !—or rather, after 4 manner
almoft infinitely harder to be reconciled with wildom,
UOO(xﬂtf*s and mercy |—1I will not fay, what ought
to be thought of it j but lzave it to your calm and
{erious reflexions. To proceed,

Tuairpry, All God’s ather warks in general, tiu:)i
incapable of enjoving his goodnefs and mercy, or the
effects of them, yet ferve tor the manifeflation theres
of. In agreement hereto, by thofe words, * all his
works,” we may fairly nuderitand, not only his rea-
fonable and lenfiave creaty. cs, but all h:s Other works

without
* _I;:\-i 12, 6.
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without exception. As if it had been faid, that God
is not only kind to all his creatures that are capable
objeéts of his kindnefs, but hath left the veftiges,
the marks, and plain indications of his goodnefs, even
of his tender mercies, imprefled upon all parts of
the creation ; all things being adapted to anfwer be-
nevolent purpofes refpecting the creatures that are
capable of enjoying good. This 1s no harfh con-
ftruction of the words : But whether it is juft or not,
in point of criticiim, it 1s undoubtedly true ; and
this fentiment corr:‘ponds to what is declared in
many other places of fcripture. ¢ God faw every
thing that he had made ; and behold, 1t was very good,”
All his works are,accordingly,faid to be made by him
in wifdom, to praife bim, and the like. Such paffages
muft be fuppofed to have fome reference to the good-
nefs of God’s inanimate works, confidered with re-
lation to his reafonable & {enfitive creatures, to whofe
pleafure and ufe they are adapted ; either by afford-
ing fubfiftence to them, or pleafing the eye, ear and
imagination ; or being really beneficial in fome
other refpet. It is not eafty to conceive, why they
fhould be called ¢ very good,” or faid to  praife
him,” but upon the fuppolfition of their being wifely
and kindly adapted to afford fubfiftence, pleafure and
delight to creatures capable of enjoyment.

IT 1s indeed evident to fenfe and reafon, that the
whole vifible creation 1s the work of a good and mer-
cifulBeing,net merely of a molt intelligent & power-
tul One. The ftructure, the admirable order and
adjuftment of the various parts, nothing fuperfluous,.
nothing wanting, from whence refults the harmony
and beauty of the whole, prove the former as cer-
tainly as they do the latter ; loudly proclaiming at.
once the power, wifdom and goodnels of the adore-
able Creator. 'The air, heavens, earth and fea, be-
fides affording habitation and fubfhfience to fo many

I rillions
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millions of other creatures, are all adapted in fome
degree at leaft, to the ufe and delight of man in par-
ticolar. Here are hamony to ravifh his ear, beauty
to feaft his eye,grateful odors to regale his nofe, delici-
cus fruits, liquors, &c. to gratify alm(, all his {enfes

at once, S0 that ample provifion 1s made, n

for his neceffary fupport, but his pleafure and ?elloht
alfo, within the bounds of reafon, or a virtuous mode-
ration. And if nature, or rather its Author, fends
difeafes, he alfo fends remedies : Nor are there few-
er antidotes than poifoits in the natural world ; tho’
there 1s, indeed, now no ¢ tree of life” to be feen
therein, of whtch we may “ eat, and live forever”
here. But “ wifdom is a tree of life to them
“ that lay hold upon her, and hdppy is every one
“ that retaineth her ;”—even immortally happy thro’
the fecond Apawm, the Lord from heaven, who hath
“ abolithed death, and brought life and immortality
“ to light thro’ the gofpel.”—But not to digrefs. —
There 13 no one {enfe, natural appetite or want, either
in man, or 1n the other inferior inhabitants of the
earth, but the beneficentAuthor of all, has made pro-
vifion for the recular gratification and fupply thereof.
Every vifible object in the natural world, has a bene-
ficent end ; if not with relation to man, yet with
refpet to the other creatures ; not one of which 1
below the cate of, or ¢ forgotten beforeGod.” Even
the extended barren fands and deferts in fome parts
of the earth,the equally barren rocks & promontories
in others, and the inacceffible preeipices, mountains
and wildernefles in others, -have their good and
merciful ends, or ufes. They ferve at leaft for
fhelter, and a fecure retreat to the fowles of heaven,
where they may hatch and nurfe their young : And
alfo for four-footed beafts, and creeping things, left
their {pecies fhould, perhaps be otherwile deﬁroved
by Man, that « mmhty hunter before the Lord.”

THE

b |



of GOD’s Guodnefs. 43

THE benevolent ufes and endsof almoft all parts
of the viible creation, are very obvious. And as
to thofe particular things, the final caufes, or good
ends whereof lic lefs open to common view ; the
more attentively they are examined, and the better
underftood, the more clearly do they mantiteft both
the wifdom and goodnefs of God ; fhewing that the
““ ecarth 1s (indeed) fu// ot his riches,” while the hea-
vens proclaim his glory. In which view particular-
ly, the writings of King David, Solemon, and many
other men of philofophic, comtemplative minds, are
of fingular advantage, and redound greatly to the
honor of God. * The works of the Lord are great,
‘“ fought out of all thofe that have pleafure therein, |
¢« His work 1s honourable and glorious, and his
“ RiguTEOUSNESS cndureth for ever. He hath
‘“ made his wonderful works to be remembered.” *
The works of God, as has been intimated before, are
honourable, and declare his glory more efpe-
cially,conlidered as “ good,” and as having his ¢ ten-
der mercies” manifefted in and bythem. Yea, it may
be queftioned whether they are truly glorious at all,
confidered merely as the effets of great knowledge
-and power,or without any relation to benevolent ends,
Certainly, no One could thin} the works of a male-
volent or unmerciful being, tended to his praife and
honor, whatever art, contrivance and power appeared
in them, This art, contrivance and power, being
applied to evil and malictous purpofes, would be ra-
ther a proper ground for reproaches and execrations,
than for fuch praife and glory as are juftly due to the
ever-blefled God, whois good to all, and whofe ten-
mercies are ¢ over all his works.”

FourtuLy, God is therefore an abfolutely, a per-
feitly good and merciful Being 3 or good in the high-
elt conceivable fenfe. This follows evidently from

| F 2 the
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the text, and what has been difcourfed upon it
According to this charatter of him and hls works,
goodnefs and mercy are the moft pre-eminent, the
moftdiftinguthed attributes of God : For his unfearch-
able wifdom and infinite power, if One may {o ex-
prefs it, are but the minifters of his infinite goodnefs,
being wholly employed to accomplith his good and
gracious purpoles refpecting his creatures. Accord-
ingly, the conftruction which {fome learned men have
put upon the latter part of the text, 1s this, that God’s
tender mercies are above all his other works, or the
moft confpicuous, great & excellent. However the
critics may fettle this point, ftill the important con-
clufion 1s equally obvious and certain ; That God 1s
ablolutely, univerfally and perfeétly good. It is ac-
cordingly faid of him, by One that came down from
heaven to declare and make him known to the in-
habitants of the earth, that there 1s ¢ none good but
OnE, that 1s Gop.” Agreeably whereto St. John
fays, ¢ God 15 Love :” Words which exprefs, in
the {trongeft and moft emphatical manner, his effen-
tial, boundlefs and perfect goodnefs. And it is wor-
thy of particular remark, that tho’ God 1s mfinitely
wife and powerful, &c. aswell as good, yet he 1s ne-
ver {tiled in {cripture,wifdom or powerinthe abftraét,as
he is here {tiled Love. Perfet goodnefs, love itfelf,is
his very effence, in a peculiar {enfe ; immeafurable,
immutable, univerfal and everlafting rove. And
nothing that i1s in any manneér or degree inconfiftent
with {uch love, has any place in God : For ¢ God is
light, and 1n him there is #o darknefs at all.” *

'To me it feems at once impious and abfurd, as in-
volving a contradiction, to fuppofe that we can even
conceive, or have any idea of, a goodnefs and mercy
more confummate, more perfect than any which aé7u-

ally exifps 1n pature, or the God of nature. From

# whence
* 1 John L s,
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whence fhould this idea, this conception of abfolute,
perfet and unchangeable goodnefs come ¢ Or how
could we have it, any more than thefe of unbounded
fpace, and of time without begim}ing, 1. e, of 1Im-
menfity and eternity, if there were 1n nature no fuch
thing ? In thefc cafes, there doubtlefs is, and muft
be, fomething which anfwers to the ideas ; at leaft,
our mental conceptions, the copies, cannot furpafs

and exceed, cannot be greater or more perfect than
any exifting original,

Gob being fuppofed all-knowing, independent and
almighty, the abfolute perfection of his goodnefs may
be deduced from hence, together with all moral qua-
lities in the higheft poffible degree. Such a Being
muft know what s in#¢felf good,as an Exp,viz. happi-
#fs 5 and alfo know whatever 1s right and realonable,
excellent and glorious : Which may all be compre-
hended in doing good. He muft alfoknow all the pofii-
ble means, or waysof doingit ; and,which are the beft,
propereft, and moft effectual 5 {o as to be fubject to
no miftake or error. Morcover ; being independent
and all-powerful, he cannot be under any wrong bias,
or have any difficulties to dilcourage him in purfuin
what 1s right ;—any end truly great, noble and ex-
cellent.  From thele prenufes, which 1 do but hint
at, 1t follows undeniably, that fuch an all knowing,
independent and nfinitely powerful being, muft alfo
be infinitely, perfettly good. 1he fitnefs and rea-
fonablenels of being fo, would undoubtedly determine
bim to be fo. By which latt expreflion, 1 am far from
defigning to fuggett,either that there was a me when
God was not good, or that he might poffibly have
been otherwife. 1 mean the diret contrary 1n both
refpets, viz. that as this fitnels was eternally feen,
God was eternally good ; and as he faw it neceffarily,
he was as neceffarily good ; and yet not contrary to
his own will or choice, which were a contradiction

but
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but in conformity thereto, even from eternity. For
nothing was prior, not even the exiftence of God, to
his will to be good ; or, in other words, to his good-
nels : For thele are the fame thing 1n the ever-glo-

rious God.

Besipes : If God is allowed to be now good in any
gegree, 1wwillfrom hence follow demonftrably, that he
1s eternally and neceffarily, univerfally and perfectly
fo ; effentially and equally good 1n all umes & places.
Nothing is #ew a property in God, which was not fo
from eternity, If he had ever been deftitute of
goodnefs, whence thould it be derived to him ? He
muft have eternally remained deftitute of it, unlefs
you fuppofe fome other being greater and betier
than Him, “ of whom are all things,” to communi-
cate an excellency to him, which he oniginally wanted
in himfelf —God was, therefore, both eternally and
independently good. And 1f o, taen necefanly.
For there was not a proffibility of that which 1s eter-
nal, underived and independent, being otherwife than
1t1s.  The fuppofition that it might have been other-
wite, would involve the abfurdity of fuppofing fomc-
thing prior to eternity, able to make it otherwife : So
that 1t would be, ftriékly, neither eternal nor incepen-
dent, tho’ it1s fuppofed to be both.  God 1s therefore
eternally, independently and neceflanly gooed, at
lealt in foine degree. And if in any degree, then able-
lutely, infinitely and perfe@ly good. For whatever
1s neceflary 1n God, is effential to him, or a part of
his very nature : And God being himfelf infinite, or
unlimited, all his properties or attributes muft be fo
likewile 5 fince 1t would be a repugnancy,to fuppofe
finite and limited eflential qualities in a Being, who
1s himfelf neceflarily infinite.  God is then, not only
cternally, neceffarily and effentially, but infinitely or
perfeltly good. And if o, then equally, univerfally

and immutably good in all times and places. For
It
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i were a contradiction to fuppofe what s eternal, ne-
ceffary, eflential, infinite and perfect in God, to be
various or changeable ;—differént in one tme or place,
from what 1t 1s1n all ethers.  Such varety, fuch mu-
rabilty and changeablenefs, are demonﬁratlons of

1 temporary, precarious, dependent, unneceflory, fi-
nite. and imperfe& nature.—Thus 1t follows from
God’s being mow In any degree good, thar he is

eternally, neceflarily, effentially, univerfally, perfectly,
invariably and immutably good.

Tuar the appearances, or manifeffations of divine
coodnefs,are various and manifold in different times
and places, is not the leaft objection againft the ab-
blute perfection and famenefs of that goodnefs itfelf,
in all others. This 1s no more than the natural, ne-
ceflaty confequence of perfet goodnefs,in calling fuch
1 wonderful variety of creatures into exiftence ; who,
if they exift at all, muft exift in certain particular
tmes and places. And the external manifeftations
of God’s goodnefs, muft be juft as various as the
creatures which he has made to partake of it.  Which
latter variety among the creatures being pofitively
good, right and btt’c the former variety in the ap-
pearances of goadnefs, are lo likewife ; inftead of be-
ing any fort of objection againit the univerfality, per-
fectlon or unchangea ablenefs thereof. The manifefta-
tions of divine pﬁwer and wifdom, are alfo different
in different tumes and places. And yet no one is fo
abfurd as to infer from hence, that God is not eflen-
tially and equally, perfectly and invariably wife and
powerful in all others : Tho’ the inference would be
altogether as juftly drawn 1n the latter cafes, as in the

former Or rather, in both 1t would bt_. wholly
croundlefs and 1rrational.

-

Leaving the particular objections that were to
be taken notice of, and the propofed reflexions up-

on -
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on this {fubject to the afternoon. ; I fhall beg leave to
conclude this difcourfe with two or three fhort re-

marks. And,

/ 1. TroucH 1tis demonftrably certain upon prin-
ciples realon, thatGod is perfetly good and merciful;
yet, ‘Whatever finful creatures might 1magine, they
could not, without an exprefs revelation from heaven,
know that God would certainly pardon their fins on
repentance.  This might feem probable ; but it
could not be intirely depended on, to the exclufion
of doubt, and all juit caufe for uneafy apprehenfions,
The reafon 1s, that punitive juftice is a branch of good-

l nefs, in fuch fort that 2 perfetly good and merciful
being may in many cafes be obhged to puntfh tranf-
oreflors, in purfuance of his general benevolent de-
figns towards his creatures ; for the fupport ot order,

_night, &c. on which the common good effentially de-
pends. And how thould a vicious man, efpecially One
who has been {o to a great degree, know, upon prm
ciples of reafon only, that he is.not himfelf One of
thofe whom 1t 18, in this view, neceffary for an infi-
nitely wife and good God to punifh, for a terror and
warning to others ? None butGod himielf,who know-
cthallthings, certainly knoweth who may, or may not
be pardoned, confiftently with the eternal rule of
right, of wi{dom and goodnefs ; and under what par-
ticular circumftances. The llght of nature leaves us
more at a lofs refpeCting this matter, than his own
reafon leaves a common mechanic, (who 1s quite 1g-
norant about affairs of ftate and policy) whether his
Prince fhould, in purfuance of the public good, par-
don a rebel, or {ftrike oft his head. A man may, in-
deed, very probably leap to this comfortable
conclufion, that he himfelf is One of thofe
who may, and certainly fhall be, forgiven of God.
Pride, felf-love and mere vanity, may buoy up his

hopes, and preferve him from apy great concern
about
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about futurity. But if he goes no fafter nor farther
than reafon, or the light of nature atually leads him,
he muft at beft be left (like an half-founder’d veflel)
to be tofled upon the billows of anxious doubt and
uncertainty, if not ¢o fink into the gbyfs of an hor-
rible defpair |

2. OnE principal end of Jefus Chrift’s coming
into this apoftate world, was to proclaim the glad
tidings of pardon and eternal life to {inners, as the
free gift of God thro’ his mediation ; particularly
thro’ the atonement to be made by his blood, when
he fhould ¢ offer himfelfup to God, as a lamb with-
out blemifh and without {fpot”: Thereby fupporting
the honour of God’s violated commandments, and
the dignity of his government ; in fuch "fort, that
guilty creatures might receive the forgivenefs of fins
and eternal life, in a way the moft agreeable to infi-
nite wifdom ; and therefore really more agreeable to
infinite goodnefs and mercy alfo, than if they had
been pardoned and faved without any intérvening
facrifice for fin, Thus, by the chriftian revelation,—
a light indeed from heaven, finful men are delivered
from that ftate of darknefs and perplexity refpecting
pardon and a future ftate, in which the mere light
of nature altually leaves them. In this difpenfat-
on of grace, the goodnefs of God to, and his tender
mercies over the [nful children of men,are moft clear-
ly and glorioufly manifefted. Itis both a faithful fay-
ing, my brethren, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave even the
chief of finners. Take heed therefore, that ye re-
ccive pot the grace of God in vain y for he 1s not
willing that ¢ any fhould perith, but that aLL
dhould come to repentance.”

G 3. It
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3. It 1s greatly to be ]amented that this gofpel

of the kingdom,— the glad tldanS of great joy 1o
all people ; fo full of heavenly peace, comfoit and
hope, and fuch a wonderful mamfeftation of the love
of God to mankind : Itis much to be lamented, I
fay, that this ¢ gloiious gofpel of the blefled God,”
fhould be {o perverted by .aany ; fo reftrained as to
the number of thofe, for whofe. falvation 1t was de-
figned ; fo narrowed, fo clogged with needlefs diffi-
culties and unfcriptuml miyfteries, by dark {yftems of
divinity produced in dark and corrupt ages, as to
become rather an engine for difturbing truly pIoUS
and good chriftians with doubts and fears, than to be
an adequate relief to awakened finners, by really ma-
nifefting the riches of God’s goodnefs to a guilty
world in its proper extent, thro’ Him that ¢ gave
“ himfelf a RaNsOM FOR ALL, to be teftified in due
*“time.”* And I ferioufly declare, that if I were
to form my conceptions of God’s moral char acter, by
fuch difcourfes as I have fometimes heard and read

and fuch as were, by many, thought to be truly evan-
gelical 5 inftead of thinking Him really “ good to
ALL, and his tender mercies over arL his works 37—
effentially good, and infinitely the beft of Beings, 1
could not but conclude Him to be infimitely more
unjuft and cruel, than any other being in the uni-
verfe !

To conclude : It is to hoped that the blefied God,
the Father of all, has no children here before him,
fo depraved as to fufpect that1 have eatclled his
goodnefs o0 much, or reprefented him  detier
than he is !—O that I could praife him more ! For
“ who can thew forth all his praife !”-t—But if there
are any perfons fo degenerate, as to think their Fa-
ther in heaven too much honoured ; infiead of telling

- them, there 1s another title better adapted to perfons

of
® 1 Tim. I 6. ¢+ Plalm 106. 2.
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of fuch a depraved mind, than that of Soxs, I muft
again refer them to my TEXT, to the apoftle John,
to our Lord Jefus Chrift, and to the holy feriptures in
general. 1 have faid nothing, as to the extent and
perfection of God’s goodnels, but what 1 firlt learnt
from them ; nothing more than God has re-
vealed as truth. And if it 1s truth at all, it 1s cer-
tainly moft interefting, important truth; to be
known, and joyfully received by all, to the glory of
God ; at once to fhew men what {entiments, difpo-
fitions and affections, ought to poflefs their hearts
with relation to Him, and to form their temper and
behaviour towards others —Thus fhall ye be, indeed,
« the children of the HicuEsT 5 for he 1s kind un-
“ to the unthankful, and to the evil. Be ye there-
“ fore merciful, as your FaTuer alfo1s merciful.” *

* Luke 6. Chap.

The end of the firft Sermon.
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SERMON Il

Some Objections agamft the
Goodnefs of GOD cenfidered ;

and the Subject applied to the
Occalion, with practical Infe-
rences and Reflexions.

PSALM CXLV. o
THE LORD is good to aLL; and

bis tender Mercies are over avLL bis

Works.

SeIpdbIBSBHE firlt thing propofed in handling this
SkSesegkIe important be_]C& was,

858 T 5830

Spdugpdedt It To make fome obfervations on the
IR coodnefs of Gop in general : And the

Md. To confider the extent and perfetion of it,
according to the reprefentation in the text : Wherein
the Lorp is declared to be < Goop to arL,” &c.

THESE
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TresE things were done in the morning. 1 pro-
ceed therefore, by divine aflittance, without repeat-
ing any thing faid under thefe two heads, to the third
propoled ; wiz.

I11dly. To take a curfory notice of fome of the
principal objections againft the divine goodnefs.

However demonftrable 1t may be from certain
known and acknowledged principles, that the great
and glorious God 1s perfeltly good; or how fre-
quently and clearly {oever it may be declared 1 the
holy fcriptures, that he is thus good ; yet it cannot
be denied, that there are many things, both 1n the
vilible world, and inthe {fcriprures themfielves, which
may, at firft view at leaft, have the appearance of
confiderable obje¢tions againft it. This isnot, indeed,
a proper occalion for entering very minutely into fuch
matters as thefe. There 1s not ume for 1t, if One
were fo difpofed. But yet it might, perhaps, be
thought a material omiffion, if 1 pafled over aLL the
difficulties that occur with reference to whatis affer-
ted in the text, in tofal filence. And the prefent
feafon of the year * itfelf, fuggefts one objection ;

with which I fhall therefore begin.

1. SoME have found fault with the conftitution of
the world, or that courfe of nature which fubjes the
inhabitants of this earth, both man and beaft, to the
extremes of heatand cold. A great part of the year,
it 15 faid, we are half frozen ; and another confider-
able part of the year, we are parched with exceffive
heat. Is not this'a great infelicity ? And how came
fuch a courfeof nature to be eftablithed,if the Author
of it is * good to all,” ? &c.

Lzt it be here brieﬂy obferved,

THaT
* December,
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Tuar if thisisany real fault or defect, it might be
attributed as properly to a want either of wifdom or of
power, as of goodnefs. Why fhould it be imputed

rather to a defet of the latter, than of either of the
formier, in the Author of nature ? But,

Tue objetion does, n effeét, amount to no more
than this : That we are not placed In fo agreeable a
fituation, or in fo delightful a world, as we may our-
elves imagine and defire.  Which, tho’ true, 15 not
1 more folid objection againft the goodnefs of God,
than that we are not angels inftead of men, and were
not oviginally placed in heaven inftead of earth ; or
that there 1s varlety jnGod’s works. That this variety
5 the confequence of his being infinitely wife and
s0od, and therefore no objection againft either, was
oblerved in the foregoing difcourle. And if that
which falls to our lot, is not the moft agreeable fitu-

tion of any ; yet, furely, we had not eriginally any
right to a better. ™

Gon mercifully provides us fewel and cloathing
to defend us from rthe frofts of winter, and rains and
reezes to refrefh us in the heats of {Tummer ; there-
by mitigating the feverity, & the fuppoied inconveni-
ence of thele alternare extremes,  Befides 5 this vi-
affitude in the feafons,the gradual changes from one
0 the other, are in {ome relpelts very agreeable.
This 15 a pleafing variety.  According to my own
ufte at leaft, 1t 1s much more grateful than any one
wnftant, uniform, unvaried temperature of the air
would be. This variety 1s probably much belt upoa
he whole, even for thole that complain of 1t. Na-
wrahfts and learned i’hyficians have made 1t appear
beyond doubt, that thele vicifiitudes in the feaions
fontribute very much, upon the whole, to the health,

| firength

* See the 7th, 8th and gth obfervaticns in the preceeding
difcourfe, p. 29, &c,
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ftrength and vigor of mankind, and other terreftrial
animals ; and, at the {fame time, to the promoting of
vegetation, and the increafe of thofe fruits, &c. which
ar¢ needed for their fubfiftence,  Moreover :

By means of that particular oblique pofition of the
earth’s axis, from whence, in her annual courfe, this
variety in the feafons proceeds, a large proportion of
the earth i1s render’d habitable, comiortable and fruit-
ful, which would othcrwife be abfolutely uninhabita-
ble, barren and defolaze.  If the fun, to fpeak ac
cording to the appearance, did not depart from the
equinox, and alternately pay a friendly vifit towards
the two poles, a much greater part of the earth about
and towards them, would be uninhabitable by ex-
ceflive cold ; and the courfe of vegetation would be
intirely ftopped. At the fame time, that part of the
earth under and about the equator, would be render'
equally uninhabitable and barren, by the fun’s con-
ftantly beating upon it : And, as fome have com-
puted, at leaft five fixths of the whole olobe * would,
by this means, have been intirely ufelefs. There
would rot have been provifion made for fo many
men, and other animals, by many millions, yea mil-|
lions of millions, if God had placed the earth, and
oiven it {fuch a due&mn as {fome perfons in their pre-
fumtuous folly would have had him done, to pre
ferve them from the imaginary inconvenience of the
jealons ! Thefe reflexions on them are, 1 think, fufi-
cient, not only to reconcile us both to fummer and
winter, but to give us exalted ideas of the infinite

wildem and goodnefs of God in thefe viciffitudes of
nature,

9, ONE

* Vid, Dr. CHEYNE’s Phil. Prin. of Relig. Ch. V. Set,

25 and 26. Where there  are Iany curjouys oLfcryas
tions on the {eafons.
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2. One might here naturally take occafion to
{peak of ftorms ,tempefts, droughts, peftilence,earth-
quakes, and fome other ph@®nomena in the natural
world, which fome perfons may confider as objecti-
ons againft the goodnefs of God. But I muft only
obferve in general, that fome of the foregoing re-
marks on the {eafons, are equally applicable to thefe
other appearances. 1f they render life lefs {ecure
and comfortable ; yet it muft be remembered that
God, tho’ infinite in goodnefs, 1s not obliged to put
all his creatures into fituations equally defireable ;
efpecially finful creatures. Nay, infinite wifdom and
goodnefs require the contrary. But fome of the
things abovementioned, evidently "contribute, in
their places, to the perfection of the natural world.
Others of them are adapted to an{wer the moft im-
portant moral ends, confidering the nature of man,
who needsto have hisattention frequently roufed to
religious and moral fubjeéts.  Andif there are any of
thofe things, asI am far from thinking there are,
which are not pofitively beneficial in either of thefe
ways ; yet they at leaft proceed from fuch general
laws of nature, as are upon the whole moft wife, good
and excellent ; and which could not, probably, be
broken in upon, or fufpended in their operations,
without great detriment, perhaps deftrution to the

world.

3. IT may be objefted, that there are many poifo-
nous, and other noxious vegetables & animals. But;

THerE are allo many natural means of preferva-
tion from, and remedies of, thefe fuppofed evils:
And moft things that have certain poifonous quali-
ties, being properly prepared by the art of the phy-
fician and chimift, are themfelves the beft antidotes
and remedies that are known In nature,

H As
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As to thofe animals that-are troublefome & noxious
to mankind, they may yet enjoy plealure in life them-
felves: And who told.us, that they ought to be wholly
fublervient to the happinefs of man! Belides; mankind,
Inthe prelent ftate, actually need trials and affiictions,
as a means of promoting their moral good, and fu-
ture happinefs. There is no doubt, but that this is
one end which the infinitely wife and good Creator
has, 1n the production and prefervation of {uch ant-
-mals. It feems probable, from f{ome paffages ot
fcripture, that had mankind perfevered in their ori-
ginal 1nnocence, as they would not have needed fuch
affliCtions, {o neither would they have had them ; the
nature of the inferior creatures before the fall, hav-
1ing been different in fome refpects from what 1t has
been fince. Nor is it an impofiible {fuppofition,
whatever a falfe, minute and {purious philofophy may
{uggett, that at the ¢ time of the reftitution [or reno-
““ vation] of all things, fpoken of by the mouth of all
“ the prophets fince the world began,” * thefe mif-
chievousand noxiouscreatures may ceafe to be fuch.—
“ The wolf al{o {hall dwell with the lamb, and the
“ leopard fhall lie down with the kid : And-the calf,
“ and the young lion, and the faling together, and
“a little child fhall lead them. And the cow and
“ the bear fhall feed, their young ones fhall lie down
“ together : And the lion fhall eat ftraw like the ox.
“ And the fucking child thall play on the hole of the
““ afp, and the weaned child fhall put his hand on the
“ cockatrice den. They fhall not burt nor deftroy
““1n all my holy mountain : For the earth fhall be
¢ tull of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters

¢ cover the fea.” t

4. WHAT has juft now been faid, naturally brings
to mind another objetion. How many millions of
the inferior creatures on the earth, in the air and

. watcr,
® Adts TIIL 21, t lat, X1, G,
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water, feem to live and die in a miferable manner,
preying continually on one another ; while all of
them are, in fome degree, the prey of man, who tho’

fo much lefs and weaker than many of them, yet
out-wits, and f{o plays the tyrant over them al}? How
does it confit with the goodnefs of God, to make
fuch creatures, and lcave them in fuch a ftate !

It may be anfwered, that thefe animals, birds,fifh,
infcts, &c. appear in general to enjoy no imall de-
giee of pleafure in life, while they are preferved in
it, according to their refpective natures & capacities.
The bountiful Author of nature feeds them all, and
fupplies their wants. Leviathan, and all the watry -
tribes play, difport themfelves, and rejoice for a time
in the great deep, the Jakes, ponds and rivers, The
birds and fowles of heaven do the like in the air,
the water, or on theearth, as {uits them beft, The
bealts do the famhe in the paftures, woods and forefts.
The fmaller animals, reptiles, and all infeéts do the
like. And men generally take a kind care of do-

meftic animals, and of all thofe which they either em-
ploy in their fcrwce, or defign for their tood libe- -
rally feeding and fealting them.

MosT of the untamed ammals, &c¢. die a natural
death without fear, and probably without much pain,
vhen they have run thro’ the courfes and ftages
fligned to them refpeively. And as to thofe of
hem that become the prey of man, or of one ano-
her 5 this is feldom, if ever, till they have enjoyed
much more pleafl ure in life, than they endure pain
i heing deprived of it : Efpecially when 1t is con-
\ered, tha: their death is cornmoxiy almoft inftan-
sheoys 5 and without any fuch uncaly refiexions on
shas 15 paft, or apprehenﬁons refpetting faturity, as
E]uthnﬂ'l EXP':.‘H" ce, S0 that all thefe hvlng créa- -

i1 Eures,
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tures, whether wild or tame, in all probability enjoy
a furplufage of pleafurable fenfations, according to
their natures and capacities : And if {o, the Author
of their being 1s good and merciful to them. It
fhould likewife be confidered, that thofe living crea-
tures, which afford food and {uftenance to man, or to
other creatures, at the expence of their own lives,
thereby do good to their devonrers ; and fo, in a fenfe,

add to the common happinefs even by their tragical
end.

Bur if there are any of them, which do not enjoy
a thare of pleafure fuperior to their pains in life and
death ; (an unfupported hypothefis) yet how came
you to know, that there is certainly an end of all, or
any of them at death? Who teld you that they do not
tranfmigrate into, or affume other bodies {ucceffively,
in which they enjoy life in a more perfet manner
than in the preceeding ftate ¢ Has God plainly re-
vealed any thing to the contrary, in his word ? No.
Does reafon difcern any impoflibility, abfurdity, or
even improbability in this fuppofition ¢ Neither of
them. Nay; there 13 {fome natural and pofitive
ground of prefumption, or a degree of probability,
that this is really the truth. It is certain that every
living, [fenfitive creature, is endowed with fome prin-
ciple diftinét from matter ; call it foul, fpirit or what
you pleafe, 1t is of no confequence. All matter, all
that is properly and folely fuch, is evidently void of
animal life and {enfation, ofallfeeling and perception,
in every degree. The living, fenfitive, feeling and
perceptive principle, therefore, 1n all animals, infects,
&c. 1s immaterial, or fomething abfolutely and in-
tirely diftinét in nature from “matter. And this may
furvive the body, be continued after the diffolution
of the prefent organs of fenfation, and live in another
body, if the Author of its being pleafes it mo%ll(]l:

! ‘ 0!
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Tho' I do not prefume to affert pofitively, that it
will. But there is nothing abfurd, unfcriptural or
irrational in the fuppofition : Nay ; the transforma-
tions, or tranfmigrations that are actually obferved in
fome living creatures, render it credible m itfelf, and,
in a degree, probable, Butf the fuppofition is bare-
ly a poffible one, it is a fufficient anfwer to the ob-
je¢tion drawn from the fuffeiings of brutes and in-
feéls, againft the exprefs dotrine of {cripture, That
the ¢ Lord is good to all,” &c. Though, by the
way, If this laft, hypothetical {folution fhould be given
up as indefenfible ; yet, as was intimated before, it

can never be proved that any one of thefe living
creatures endures either more, or as much pain, as it

enjoyed pleafure, in life and death.

5. It will not be unnatural to proceed from hence
to that capital objection, which i1s grounded on the

many {ufferings and pains of mankind in the prefent
ftate, too well known to need defcribing,

To which T anfwer, That mankind alfo enjoy many
pleafures ; and, as 1s generally fuppofed, many more
than are equvalent to the pains which they endure
in this ftate.  If we are fubject to difeales, the Author
of nature has alfo 1n mercy provided remedies. He
feeds and cloaths us, and fupplies our natural wants ;
as to moft of us, 1n a very liberal manner. Moft of
the pains, both mental and corporeal, which mankind
{uffer in this world, are of their own creating ; they
are the natural effects of intemperance,and other vices.
And it would be very injurious to object thefe againft

that goodnefs of God, which we thus abufe to-our
own hurt.*

A leaft fome of the fufferings of this life, are ju-
dicial and correfhive 3 brought upon us by the pro-

vidence
* See page 29, Remark 6th of Serm, I.
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vidence of God for our fins, to chaftize, and thereby
to reform us, in order to our prefent and future good,
And all fuch evils, as we may call them when. con-
fidered merely 1n themfelves, are attually effets of
the divine gaodnefs, inftead of being folid objeions

againft 1. *

BuT there are fome children, who are born, live,
and foon die, 1n pain ; before they have attually done
any evil, or committed any fault. Beitfo. Butdo
you certainly know, that what they enjoyed in the
womb before their birth, was not more than equiva-
lent to what they fuffered at the time of, or after i,

in life and death ? You have no proof of this, how-
ever pofitive you may be. But, allowing you 1o be
certain, as well as confident, that thele infants endure
more than they enjoy, antecedently to their dying ;
yet are not their fouls immortal ¢ And are they not
ftill in the hands of Him, who has faid, ¢ Behold, ail
“ {ouls are mine, as the {oul of the father, {o al{o the
“ foul of the {on is mine—The fon fhall not bear the
““ iniquity of the father 2 Is it not then, at leaft
{uppofable that fuch infants, never having {inned in

any ftrict or proper fenfe, go to an happier ftate than
that, out of which they were taken ¢ And if {o, their
momen:ary pain; her, zre 10 {olid objection againtt
the gomine'’s of Gad,  ludecd, if there are any per-
fons who wierr, that belides thele paing, they fuffer
the ¢ wrash and cuie” of Gad, 2nd ¢ the pains of
hell for ever 5™ it is doubtiefs impoilibie to reconcile
this, not oaly with 1ufnite goodnefs and mieicy, but
even with a very imall degree thereof. To fuppofe
that they either properly committed any f{in, iong
hefare they were conceived in the womb 3 or thet
the fin of Adam and Eve, is or can be {o imputed to

|  thew,

% Se¢ p. 25. Remark 8th of Serm. I,
$ Ezek. 18, 4, 20. |
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them, as to render them jufly liable to eternal mifery,
without any offence of their own, 1s one of the grofeft
of all ablurdities. They who are capable of believ-
ing fuch unfcriptural and irrational dotrine, and of
thinking juftice fo much at variance with goodnefs,
wifdom and mercy, as this fuppoles, are to be pitied
as perfons of a {adly depraved judgment. But if it
were allowed that thefe ¢ infants of a fpan long,”
were jultly liable to eternal torments, as fome have
afferted ; yet upon their own principles, and even ac-
cording to their own falfe idea of divine juftice, God
may thew mercy to them, They do not pretend to fay,
that God is obliged to go as far in punifhing as he
might go, according to their conceptions of juftice.
So that thefe infants, upon any principles which fup-
pole the immortality of the {oul, may be eternal monu-
ments of that goodnefs and mercy, againft which
their untimely death is thought an objeftion. And
the bare poffibility of this, is a fufficient anfwer to
that objection, unlefs it could be proved that fome of
them are certainly devoted to future torment ;—an

opinion equally irrational,unicriptural & antichriftian,

6. It may perhaps be objeQled, that the fcripture
do¢trine of Chnft’s atonement, or facrifice, is incon-
[iftent with what has been faid concerning the per-
feCtion of God’s goodnefs 3 and particularly with that
idea of 1t which was given in the preceeding difcourfe,
as comprehending juftice in 1t ; which latter 1 not
there fuppofed to be any attribute of God, diftinct
from, but one branch or mode of, his effential good-
nefs. If God be thus perfeétly good and merciful in
his nature, why did he not forgive the fins of men
without any facrifice ¢ without any reconciliation
for fin ? efpecially it divine juftice is nothing diftinét
i1 ndture from divine goodnefs, 'What occafion was
there for any atonement, upon thefe principles °—

_Whercas



64  Objebtions againf} the

Whereas the fc;'iptures conftantly {uppofe the need
of it in order to the pardon of fin.

Uron the principles of the foregoing difcourfe,
nfinite goodnefs 1tfelf, confidered in connettion with
infinite wifdom, requires that order, and the higheft
veneration for the majefty of God, his laws and go-
vernment, {hould be preferved amongft all his rea-
fonable creatures. Their own good effentially de-
pends upon it. And this important end is moft
effeCtually attained by the facrifice of Chrift, ¢ by
whom we have received the atonement.” We are
affured in the holy fcriptures, that God forgives the
fins of men thro’ this great facrifice intervening, ra-
ther than without any, not becaufe he is in his own
nature deficient in goodnefs, or not perfetly merc-
ful, but becaule he is infinitely wife as well as mer-
ciful 3 taking fuch a method herein, as1s 1n 1ts na-
ture admirably adapted to ¢ magnify the law, and
make it honourable ;” 1. e. to beget and preferve in
the minds of realonable creatures, a juft fenfe of God’s
authority, the dignity of his laws and government :
Which, as was 1numated before, 15 evidently beft
even for themfelves. In thisfenfe the apoftle, hav-
ing obferved that Chrift by the grace of God tafted
death forevery man, adds, “ Foritsecame Him,
“ for whom are all things, & by whom are all things,
“ In bringing many fons unto glory, to make the
“ Captain of their {alvation perfet thro’ fufferings.”*
It became his wifdom, it became his goodnefs, it be-

came his mercy, even that very ¢ grace of God, by
which Chrift tafted death for every man.” There

was a fitnefs and congruity in it, as the wifeft and beit
method for faving finful men, without any kind of
reference to that common, but yet ffrenge fuppofition,
of divine juftice being intirely diftint from divine
goodnefs.,  Belides :

Tue

* Heb, 1L o, 10,
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Tue {criptures umformly fpeak of Chrift’s media-
tion, and his dying for finners, as the effeé¢t or con-
fequence of God’s original goodnefs and mercy.
““ God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son,”* &c.  ¢¢ In this was manifefted the love
‘“ of God towards us—He loved us, and fent his Son
““to be the propitiation for our fins”f Thele repre-
lentations of Chrif’s dying, ¢ the juft for the unjuft,”
as confequential to, and the effelt of, God’s love, mercy
and grace, are fo far from fuppoling any fuch juftice
in God as is often ipoken of, diftinct in nature from
goodnefs, and to fatisfy which, 1t 1s faid, Chrift died 5
that they appear to me ablolutely irreconcileable
therewith. Neither does 1t {eem even poffible to
affert, and folidly to maintain, this moft important
do&rine of our redemption by the blood of Chrift,
but upon the fuppofirion of its being the wileft and
beft, 1. e. the moft benevolent and gracious method
of difpenfing pardon and life to finners; in fuch a
fenfe as wholly and forever to exclude any {uch 1dea
of divine juftice, as is often given us.—Tho’, by the
way, thefle things are not faid by me, but with an
high veneration for thofe many wile and excellent
men, who either have, or feem to have, different conw
ceptions of this matrer, But,

7. How fhall we reconcile the {uppofition of God’s
leaving the whole heathen world to unavoidable and
cternal mifery, with infinite goodnels and mercy ¢

To this it will be fufficient to anfwer-in general,
firft, That itis by no meansa clear and certain point,
cither from reafon or revelation, that all the heathen
will a¢tually be miferable in the world to come : And,
lecomdly, "[hat if they thall be fo, they will be pumifh-
ed only for their fins ; and in due mealure only. And

! 10

¥ John 3. 10, t 1 JohalV. g, 10,
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to puntth them thus; 1s not, certainly, inconfiftent
with the moft perfe&t goodnefs.

8. Wuar fhall we fay to the doctrine of God’s
having reprobated a great proportion of mankind
‘or, from eternity dcvored them 1o his abfolure decnee
and purpofe, to eternal torments, without any refpeét
or regard to any f{ins of theirs, as the procuring
and meritorious caufe of their perdition ? and this,
at the fame time, to make manifeft and glorify his
qusTice ! What can be faid to this ¢ and How {hall
1t be reconciled with the {uppolfition, that Ged’s sei-
der mercies are over all his works ?

I wirw tell you, in a very few words, what I have
to fay to it at prefent. And that i1s, firft, That 1if
any perfons really hold fuch a doctrine, neither any
man on earth, nor angel in heaven, can reconcile it
with the goodnels of God. And, fecondly, 'l hat I
have not my felf the leaft inclination to attempt a re-
conciliation of thefe doltrines ; being perfwaded,
that they are juft as contrary as llght and darkncis,
Chnft & Belial ;—that one of them 1s moft true and
{criptural, joyful to man,and honourable toGod ; and
the other mott falfe and unfcriprural, horrible to the
laft cegree, to all men of an undepraved judgment,
and blafphemous againft the God of heaven and
earth. Neither 1s it poflible for any man, who really
believes what the fcriptures teach concerning the

goodnefs of God, even to think of this other voctrine,
but with great indignation.  Bur,

9. How can what the holy {criptures unqueftion-
ably teach, refpecting the greatnefs of the punifhment
of thole who die impenitently under the gofpel, be
/ reconciled with God’s goodnefs & mercy as declared

i the fame foriptures : P To this 1t 15 anfwered,
1. TH..“.T
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1. Tuat God certainly exercifes great goodnefs
and mercy towards fuch finners in this world ; nor

only 1n fupplying their ternporal wants, but 1n afford-
ing them fuch means of knowledge and eternal hap-
pinefs, as nothing but their own wilful blindnels and
perverfenefs can render ineffectual to that end.  All
are invited and perfwaded, in the moft gracious and

pathetic terms,to accept of cternal life, thro” Him that
* gave himfelt a ranfom for all.”

2 It is not inconfitent with the moft perfect

goadnels, efpecially in certain cafes, to pumfh wicked
men. INocarthly fovereign is accounted the lefs good
or merciful for punifhing rebels, trattors and felons
even capitally, when the {upport of his government,
and the common good of his kingdom. require it.
Nay, thould he negle& to do it in this cale, he would
be the lefs goed and merciful ; becaufe jt would be
a fort of cruelty to his other fubjelts : At beft it
~would be a great weaknefs in . Why thén thould
 God, the great and only Potentate, be thought the
lefs good or merciful for inflisting fuch punifhment
‘on wicked men, as the fupport of his government,and
the great end therect, call for ? Goodnefs, perfect
goddneis, nay, tender mercy 1tfelt requires this : God
would not be perfectly good and merciful, if he did
aot inflidk fuch punifhment, how terrible {foever 1n 1ts
nature and duration, as is requifite to this end.

Tur light of nature afcertains neither the
kind, the degree, nor the duration of that punifh-
‘ment, which 1s neceflary to be inflifted on the wicked
In another world, in order to the due fupport of
God’s government 3 or, in other words, 1n order to
the artaining the good, great and glorious end there-
of. Men may, if they pleafe, prefume and be con-
fident, that tbis or that, and no more, is neceffary 1n

I 2 order
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order to the end propofed ; and therefore conclude,
not unjuftly, if the premifes were true, that no more,
greater or more durable pairs and penalties, will be
inflited. But after a!l this confidence, mere human
reafon is as madequate a judge of the matter, as a
child of ten years old is, what courfe his King cught
to take with thofe that have broken the laws. The
hght of nature leaves mankind aliogether as much
in the dark 1n one cafe, as this child’s realon leavcs
him 1n the other. Which, by the way, fhews the
neceflity of an exprefs revelation from hiaven, if 1t
were only to give finners the gffuarance of a pardoi,

4. Tut obvious conclufion from thefe principles,
3s, that 1t becomes us to fit down contented with
what God has aétually revealed, refpecting this fub-
jelt.  He, and onlyide, knows particularly, how areat
or durable punifhments are neceflary to anfwer the
good ends of his unverfal government 3 cr how 1t
becomes infinite wifdom and coodnefs to ditpole of
finful creatures. Fuman reafon knows not what is
wifeft and beft 1n this cale.  So that, T {ve not what
any fober man has to do in it, but to inform himfeli
what the real doctrine of {cripture upon the fubject is;
and to acquiefce in whatevar God has declared 1o be
his purpole.  Whatever tha: be., we may reit afured
that it 1s at once moft for the glory of God, and fcr
the good of his univerfal k mrr(‘om~ fuch pum{hmf nt |
as 1t becomes the God and Father of all to infict.

For ¢ fhall not the Judge of all the earth do right !”

Havive faid thus much concerning the future
pumfhmcnt of wicked men, the dmatlon of which,
you know, is divers times exprefled by the words,
eternal, everlafting, for ever and cver, and the hike 5 1t
is needlefs to fubjoin any thing particularly about that
of the rebel-angels : For thc fame principles and

general way of reaiomnt,, t¢ equally applicable to
both. THI"B‘E
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THERE is no juft and fufficient caufe to doubr,
either from any appearances in nature, or from any
real doCtrine of revelation, but that God is good and
merciful in the higheft conceivable fenfe.  But there
are pofitive, conclufive and demonfirative proofs of
his bemng fo. Let me add here, that if this
dottrine of the perfect goodnefs of God is not {trictly
true 1n the higheft imaginable fenfe, { tho’ 1 almoft

tremble even ar makmcr fuch a fuppofition, which I
abhor as impious, ) there is not fufficient around for
an unreferved truft and confidence in him. For if
he may be fuppofed to act unrcafonably, cruelly, or
contrary to the dictates of goodnefs in any one cale,
why not in others ¢ why not in mary ? why not in
any fuppofed cale ? Where then is your fafety ?
What {ecurity has any man on earth, or angel in hea-
ven, that he fhall not, even without reaf'm without
juft caule, become the objelt of God's mfupportaole
wrath Wil you fay, that you are effe€ually fecured
by his own gracious promie ¢ But what firm, unre-
ferved confidence can be placed 1n his word and pro-
mife, unlefs he is fuppofed to be perfectly good and
faichful ? If he is not fo, he may deceive you 3 and,
inftead of exalting vou to heaven hereafter, ¢ ‘thiuft
you down to hell ! T he deals ar brirarily, capricioufly
and cruelly by others, may he not do the fame by
vou cotwithtanding his fuppefed word and promife ?

No doubt : For any being that aéts fuch a part in
one cale, may do the like in another. Where then
1s your *“ Rock” of peace ? On what 1s your Lope,
your confidence grounded, upon the prefent fuppofi-
tion *—Alas | on nothing better than the word and
promife of a being, who is capable of alting unrea-
fonably, arbitrarily and cruelly ; or contrary to the
ditates of goodnefs !—A miferable fupport o an
immortal foul, that muil be either happy or nnfer-
able while it em&s, and 1s abiolutcly dependent upon

1iim
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Him that made it |—1It is, therefore, at leaft for the
intereft of all, that God thould be as perfetly good
and merciful, as he has been reprefented : Wh:ch,
tho’ it is no diret proof, is yet fufficient to thew, that
no man can in realon be prejudiced againft this dodt-
rine, or have any diflike to it, even upon fuppofition
that he does not at prefent fee fufficient evidence of
it. Tho’, how any One can poffibly doubt of it, and
yet believe the holy fcriptures, is quite unaccounta.
ble. For is it not therein declared—* The Lord 15
““ ogod to ALL, and his tender mercies are over ALL
“his works ?”  But 1 proceed,

IV. To make fome application of this fubjet, by

reminding you more particularly of the great good-
nefs of God to Us, both in temporal and {piritual

refpets ; and by fuch inferences and reflexions, as
may at once tend to the honor of God, and fhew
what 1nfluence the conflideration of his goodnels,
ought to have upon your hearts and manners.

Now, if we confider ourfelves as Mewn, we aie a
diftinguifhed order of creacures, and under great ob-
hcratlons to our Creator. However inferior we may
be to many creatures in other parts of the univerfe ;
(infertor indeed !) yet there is no prefumption,
no vanity 1n faying, that we are much {uperior 1o
any of the other inhabitants of this world. For which
pre-eminence of nature and rank, we are indebted
only to Him that made us thus; * of whom, and
thro’ whom, and to whom are all things.”

Ir -we confider ourfelves, in the next place, as crea-
tures redeemed from fin and death by the Son of God
1n human flefh, we are ft1ll more wonderfully favour-
ed and diftinguifbed. God is in Chrift reconciling,
not a comparatively fmall part of mankind to hlmf:

fe]
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felf, according to the reprefentations of {ome, but the
« WorLp” itfelf. For Chrift ¢ 1s the propitiation—
for the {ins of the wHoLE worLD.” And it * pleafed
the Father—by him to reconcile aLL things unto
himfelf, by him, I fay, whether things 1n earth, or
things in heaven,”—< Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath beftowed upon us,” 1n this refpeét !

Ir we confider ourfelves as having been born and
brought up in the chrifftian world, had the advantages
of a religious education, and *“ even from children
known the holy fcriptures, which are able to make
us wile unto falvation ;” we mult acknowledge the
particular kindnefs & goodnefs of God to us in thefe
regards. Had we been born 1n a land of Pagan or
Mahometan darknefs, or had we been born and edu-
cated Jews ; we mught probably have been Pagans,
Mahomerans or Jews to this day : Whereas we are
rnow Chriftians, by profeflion at leaft ; and if we are
not practically fuch, the fault 1s our own,

W are flill farther diftinguithed and favoured.of
God, by having been born and bred 1n a prozeffant

country, and a réeformed part of the chritian church 4
nltead of a roman-catholic country, & in the errors,

luperftitions and 1dolatries of the church of Rome.
‘For had the latter been our lot, we thould probably,
the moft of us, have been enflaved to thofe delufions,
and the papal tyranny to this day. And thofe of us,
whom God fhould have given light and courage e-
nough to caft them off, might have {uffered a cruel
perfecution, and * for coniclence towards God en-
dured grief ;” as proteftants now do, even in France
tlelf, from a pretended moft polite, humane and re-
thed, but really barbarous people in fome refpeéts.

And yer they are by far the leaft bigotred to the pa-
pacy, of any roman-catholic nation !

IF



72 The Application

Ir we confider ourfclves as Britifh fubjeéts, and en-
titled to the liberties and privileges of fuch, both
civil and facied ; we muft acknowledge that provi-
dence has, n this refpedt, favoured us above moft
other proteftants : Very few of whom, I might per-
haps fay none, live under fo happy and excellent a
form ot government as ourfelves,

WE arc alfo favoured of God, the univerfil
Sovereign, 1n having a good King, as well as an excels
lent conftitution of government. Bad Kings may
prove a fore fcourge even 1n a free government, tho’
there is an old paradox,that they * can do no wrong ;"
of which our own nation had repeated and dreadful
experience, before the ever-memorable and glorious
REVOLUTION. ‘Since that, we have had goodPrinces :
And his prefent Marefty is doubtlefs one of the beit-
intention’d Monarchs in the world. We may fay,
upon good grounds, that ¢ becaule the Lord loved
us, therefore made he him King over us, to do juftice
and judgment.” This he has hitherto done 5 and
will doubtlefs continue to do it, if the Achitspbels and
Moachiavels are kept from,and poflibly even tho’
they fhould {urround, the throne.

We mult farther acknowledge the goodnefs of
Gad in lately giving the King a Son and Heir 5 and
thereby confirming to all his leyal fubjedts, the agree-
able hopes of the proteftant fucceflion being perpe-
wated in his luftrious houfe.—Heaven preferve the
King, the Queen and the royal Infant : The two
tormer,to be illuftrious examples of conjugal affettion
and happinefs ;—of all picty and virtue, not only to
their owrni fubjects, but to other Kings and Queens :
And the latter, to inherit his Father’s virtues with
his throne, whenever it fhall pleafe Him who ¢ ruleth
in the kingdom of men,” to e¢xalt the One above,

and raife the Other (0 it
Wr
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Wr are, moreover, to acknowledge the goodnefs
of God, in continuing to {ucceed the King’s arms, in
the courfe of the year paft, after having crowned them
with fo many Hiuftrious fucceffes and victories for fe-
veral years before. Two very fignal acquifitions
have been made by the Britith .rms, fince our laft
annual thank{giving ;—thofe of MarTINICO and
the Havannan. And fince thefe, the principal
place in NewrounDpLAND, which the enemy had in
fuch a myfferions manner poflefivd themfelves of, has
been refcued out of their hands This important
recovery was effected with admirable difparch and
facility, highly to the honor of thofe who had the
immediate planning, condudt and execution of the
enterprize. And, upon the whole, we have the gr-at-
eft reafon to expe& an honorable, advantageous
and lafting peace. For I will not—cannot fuppofe,
that either folly or pufillanimity, private avarice of
treachery, in the cabinet, will relinquith thofe fiznal
advantages which wifdom and valor, which public
{pirit and loyalty obtained in the field, and on the
mighty ocean, thro’ Him thathas “rode upon the heae
vens forour help,andin his excellency upon the fkies’;™
tho’ firnilar things have been done in former reigns I*

Ir we corne to our own countty in particular ; we
have here enjoyed, of late, almoft all the bleflings of
peace, in a time of war & tumul: among the nations
of Europe. We have alfo been favoured with gene-

K ral

* N. B. Since the delivery of this difcourfe, we have had
the important advices of the King of Pruffia’s, Prince
Henry’s and Prince I'erdinand’s fucceffes ; of the Spaniards
retreat out of Portugal, and the figning the PRELIMINA-
RIES for a PEAcE betwixt Great Britian and Portupal on
one {ide, and France and Spain on the other. Butit wa
tho’t proper to leave the paragraph above, as it wae
delivered—May the God of peace and love perfedt the
pood work of peace thus begun !
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ral health.  Qur invaluable civil rishts and privileges
are prefcrved to us. I do not 1.3} that they h_w
even been ftruck at, 1n any inftance or degree—3Bu:
if they have, they ave not wrefted fromus : “And may
righteous heaven blaftthe defigns, tho’ not the foul or
the body of that man, whoever he be among(t us,
that fhall have the hardinefs and prelumpticn to

attack them !

Lir me add, that tho’ we were vifited with a
pretty {evere drought in the fumimer paft, yet the
rains which fucceeded, came fofeafonably, and in fuch
competent meafure, that there 1s a fupply of the ne-
cefluries, and very many of the comforts of life : So
‘that, to fay the leaft, there 1s no danger of famine
or diftrefs amongft us for want of them. And we
‘have alfo been, and ftill are, greatly favoured in the
temperate and moderate weather continued this year
fo much beyond the ufual rime : Which is, in divers
refpedts, a great mitigation of the calamity i the
drought before-mentioned.

. Twaus, my bretaren, 1 have briefly remmded you |
of fome of the many inftances of God’s modnefs 10
mankind in general, and to ourfelves in particular :
“All which it becomes us gratefully to acknowledge
to the glory of Him, who 1s ¢ good tc all, and whoif*
tender mercies are over all. his Works.” [t now re-
‘mains,to draw {fome practical inferences & initructions
from this fubje@. ltaffords many important ones :
And, indeed, I fhall mention a confiderable number,
tho” but briefly, fer fear of being tedious.,  And,

1. Tue confideration of God’s goodnels, fhews
the reafon and proper ground of love to God, and
~complacency in him. To love, or delight in an evil,

cruel, arbitrary and unrighteous being, as fuch, 1s im-
pofiible
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roflible to any, except unreafonable and depraved
minds. Dut fuch a being as God is reprefenied 1n
{cripture 3 One {o good and meiciful 1o All, muft
needs be loved by every perfon that i1s not himfelf
unreaionable, corrupt and depraved to a mon-
ftrous dearee.  For what is it but, I had almott faid, .
ifinite tolly, perverfenels and wickednefs, not to love
infinite goodneis |

2. WrHaT has been faid concerning the divine
goodnefs, as comprehending juftice, and the other
moral perreCtions of God in 1t ; fhews that he ought
0 be loved on account of thefe alfo. That is, he is
to be loved, conitdered under the charater, not mere-
ly of a benevoient Being, 1n the common reftrained.
tnfe of the word benevolence ; but under the
character of a molt holy, juft and nighteous, as well.
as kind and benelicent Being.  God’s moral character
s to be taken all together ; the feveral branchesof it
are to be confidered as united by and in the bond of
love, and leparably coaneéted with 1nfinite wildom.
And then, Gudis to be loved as a Being of {uch a
charaCter 3 a charaller, 1n its own nature infnitely
amlable.  Nor is there any true, proper and genuine
love to.God, bur what refpeéts him in the whole of
this character.  Even wicked men may and do, often
it lealt, love him as a kiad, bounttful and merciful
Being, in a reftrained, partial {enfe of thofe words,
while they hate him confidered as a juft, righteous
and holy One.  But this 1s not to love God in the
lenfe of fcripture.  Good men, and only fuch, love
him as the fource and centre of all moral perfection
in general. |

3. HencE it is ealy to fee, not only the reafon why,
0 love God 1s-{fpoken of as the firft and greateft of

ll the commandments 5 but alfo the ground of that
K 2 INtire
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intire and ardent, I had almoft faid, that infinite and
boundlefs love to him. which is required of us. For
it God 15 indeed fuch a Being as the fcriptures re-
prefent him, it is at once manifeft that we ought 1o
dove him firtand laft; and not only fincerely, but ¢ with
all our hears 8 with all our foul, with all our ftrength
and with all our mind.” Even of fuch a love .rom
all, that Being is manifeitly the proper objed, who
1s himfelf ¢ good to all, and whofe tender mer-
cies are over all his works.” And the more largely
God has caufed us to partake of his goodnefs, whe-
ther 1n temperal cr fpiritual regards, the ftronger is
our obligation to love him thus ; apd the more in-
exculable we are, if we do not,

4. From hence we may clearly fee the reafon, why,
to ¢ love our neighbour as ourfelves,” is {poken of |
by our Saviour as the next, the fecomd commandment,
and lke unto the firlt 5 why love is reprefented as the |
“ fulfilling of the law,” &c. Forif God 1s thus good,
it 15 evident thar, next to loving himfelf, he mufl
require his 1ntetligent creatures to love one another ;
and this as the fum of all the duties which they mu-
tuzlly owe to each other.  No particular duty of the
moral law, I mean, of the fecond table, can naturally
and reafonably claim fuch a pre-eminence, fuch a
clorious precedence in the order of offices, as charity,
which daes 1n a fort comprehend them all 5 even as
God's goodnefs comprefiends his other moral per-
fections.  And love muft needs be the fupreme, uni-
verfal, unchangeable law of fuch a Being, to all his
vealonable creatures 3 to angels in heaven, as well as
men on earth; and to creatures inferior to men,
if any fuch there are, capable fubjects of moral go-
verament ; as it 1s highly probable there are.

5. Frox
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5. Froum hence appears the unreafonablenefs, and
great fin of 1 dulging anger, 1evenge, difproportion-
are refentment, and an 1rnpla<.able 1p1r1t , together
wich the willom and importance of thofe numerous
precepts in the gofpel, relative to meeknefs, forbear-
ance, fo-gwing injurles, and the hke. The 1n-
dulgence of any of thofe paffions, any faither than
may reafonably be fuppofed conducive tofome po-
fitivcly good end, 1s no: merely contrary to the {pirit
and precep:s of rhe golpel, but it renders men pecu-
haily unhke to the infinitely good & merciful God.
Nor 1s there any thing greater, more glorious and
god-like, than to love them that hate us, and to do
good to them that defp:tefully ufe us, Neither is ic
wichou: a very pecular emphalis, that He who died
for us as finners and enemies, enjoins us to do thus,
*“ that we may be the children of our Farher in hea-
yen, who 1s himfelf good to the unthaukful and to
the evil,”

6. It may from hence be inferred, thatall God’s par-
ticular commandments, as diftinguifhed from thole
two grand, moft fundamental & comprehenlive ones
before-mentioned, are not only holy and juft, but
goo.l ; actually Vind and beneficial 1n therr nature,
defign and tendency ; adapted to promote the great
end of his univerlal government, the good of his
creatures, and thercin his own glory : For thefe are
infeparably connetted  Or, if any chufe rataer to
exprefs it rhus,— That God’s view 1s, to promote his
own glory by domg good, making the latter the means,
and the former the end ; I have no objeétion, except
that it miy, perhaps, feem to reprefent him rather as
an ambitious Being, who defires the praife & homage
of his creatures, than an infinitely good One, who
aime at makmﬂ‘ them happy without any fe/fi/b end,
incompatible with 2 perfect character, and wu:l} lab-

Olute
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folute felf-fufficience. —But 1 affert nothing upon this
point. However that may be, yet it is certain that
none of the commands of a perfectly good and mer-
ciful Being, can be mere arbitrary m_]unéhons and
impofitions, without any good end : Much lefs can
they have a contrary tendency.  Of this we may be
certain 1in general, even tho” we fhould not be able

partlculally to difcern the benevolent defign and ten-
dency of fome of God’s revealed commands ; as,for ex-
ample, fome branches of the ceremonial law. There
1s no good reafon to doubt, but that they were all wife-
ly and kindly intended.  And as to all the preceprs
of chriftianity without exceptien, One need not {cru-
ple to fay pofitively, that the good end and tendency
of them ts calily and clearly difcernable.

7. WE learn from hence, how liberal, ingenuous
and chearful, as well as how univerfal an obedience
they who believe in God, ought to yicld to his com-
mandments. Does 1t hecome us, my brethren, to
ovey Fhim with rciuctance, and grutchingly, who 1s
oood to all, and all whole commandments are 1n
their very nature kind and good, as if we were obey-
ing a tyrant, or cruel tafl- maiter, who cared not what
became of us, fo that his own fethth ends were bus
aniwered ? If God governs us according to the ruis
of wifdom and bcntvoltmc even as a father doth his
children, only 1n an infinitely more gracious and per-
fet manner, fhould our obedience be gloemy, reluét-
ant, fervile and flavith, asif we only feared a Baflile
and the forture | How incongruous were this ! Such
an obedience may be {uitable enough for fome nations
to pay to the edifts of their tyrannical and cruel
Monarchs ; but, {urely, it is altogether unbecoming
chriftians to their God, their Father in heaven ! Your
obedience to Him ought to be, in the highelt fenfe,
hiberal, chearful, filial, Joyful It becomes you,,h

Ootner
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other words, to be * followers of God as dear ckil-
“ dren 5 and to walk 1n lve, as Chrift alfo hath loved
« ys, and given himfelf for us, an offering, and a
«“ facrifice to God, for a fweet-Imelling favour.” *
This 1s the fpirit of genuine chniftianity 5 the defign,
tendency and fruit of the gofpel.  Whoever is wholly
a ffranger to this, does not yet « know the grace of
God in truth,” how often foever he may have read or
heard the gofpel. For fays our Lord, ¢ If ye con-
“ tinue 1n my word, then are ye my difciples indeed :
“ And ye fhall know the truth, and the truth fball
“ wmake you free—Ye fhall be free indeed,” +

8. All parents fhould copy after the goodnefs of
God, our heavenly Father, in providing for, and go-
verning their children. They are unnatural parents
indeed, who do not love their own offspring : God
1s good and merciful toall his.  But, as has been ob-
ferved, God’s goodnefs 1s not a blind fondnefs, or
mere Inftinctive benevolence : It 1s infeparably con-
nected with reafon, and under the diretion of wifdom
in all its operations.  Under a fimilar dire&tion fhould
the love and affections of all parents be. They
ought to look forward to confequences, to confult
the real good of their children, and purfue that as
their object 3 on one hand, by gratifying, as far as
may be, all their reafonable defires, and on theother,
by oppoling fuch as are unreafonable, vicious and
hurtful ; not indulging them in any wrong way ;
not {paring reproof, or even correction, when thac
1s really neceflary to aniwer the benevolent end pro-
pofed. There are probably many more children
hurt, and almoft ruined, by the indifcrete kindnefs,
and exceflive indulgence, than by the too great
rigor and feverity of parents ; tho’ examples of the
latter may not be wanting—*¢ Whom the Lord loveth

““ he
% Eph. V. 1, 2. + John viil. 31, 32, 36.
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¢¢ he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom he
‘“ receiveth ” And the following counfel, is thar of
a very tender farher, as well asthe wifeft of men and
Kings, I mean Solomon : “*Chasten thy fo - while there
15 hope 3 and let not thy loul fpare for his crying,”

9. From what has been {aid concerning the uni.
verfai goodnefs of Gud, not only 10 mankind, but
even to the inferior orders of creatures, 1t appears to
be unreafonable and fintul, and consrary to true good-
nefs, to exercile cruelty towards the animal creation,
Thofe créatures which are adapted to buman ufe,
whether for labor, jood, cloathing, or in any other
way, we have indeed a right ‘o u.e thus 3 not from the
mere light of nature, which gives no fuch right, but
by the exprefs grant of Cod 5 whofe are all the fowles
of heaven, the -fith of the fea, * every beafl of -he
foreft, and the cartle upon a thoufa: d hills.” (This
was one, tho' it is far from being the only end of
their creation.) And, from thofe animals that are
noxtous and mifchievous to us, we may doub-lefs
defend ourfelves even by deftroying them, the” they
fhould be of no ufe to us afterwards. Bur to kill or
torture any of the brute-creation, merely for the fake
of deftroying or veaing them ; or even to ufe them
with unneceffary rigor and feverity in our fervice, can-
not be juftified upon the principles of reafon and be-

nevolence.  Solomon fays,  a rightecus man regard-
eth the life of his beaft.” There have doubtle(s been

many and great smmeralitics committed by men, 1n
abufing the creatures of God, even very inferior ones,

There 1s alfo a degree of zmpiety theremn.  And cruelty
to thefe animals, cannot but be offenfive to Him that

made them, their Lord and Proprictor as well as
- ours ; and whofe * tender mercies are over aLt his

works,”
19. Gop
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i, Gop being good and merciful to all men,
hone, not even the pooreft, meaneft and loweft of
the human race, have any ground to complain of, crto
murmur again{t Him and his providence: But,on the
contrary, all have reafon to be thankful for their be-
ing and prefervation ; efpecially when it is confidered,
that they will be immortally happy in another world,
unlefs their own wickednefs and perverfeneis thould

deftroy them.

11. THe greateft and happieft men in this world,
tho’ they are under fome pecuiiar obligations to gra-
titude, have yet no right, no caufe, to defpife the
poor and low, or to glory in themiclves. Iiicher of
thefe things, would be at once foolith and impious..
He that conftituted the members in the natural body,
and affigned them their refpeftive offices as plealed
him ; He that appointed the foot to tread in the
duft, and to bear the load of the body ; He that
made the leaft comely parrs and members, 10
anfwer valuable ends, and to participate in the hap-
pinefs of the body ; while He made the car to hear,
the eye to fee, and the head to direct and govern the
whole, has put an honor upon them all in their re-
fpective places : Andneither of them can fay to ano-
ther, I have no need of you.” ‘Thus 1tis alfo 1n
the church, and in the greater fociery of mankind.
For in both refpeéts, we are * members cne of ano-
ther ;” and each, juch a member as the infinitely wife
and good Author of the whole, pleafed to make him.
What ground is there then, for glorying or defpifing 2
For ¢ what haft thou, O man, that thou didft not

receive 1% e

12, It is at once the bafeft ingratitude, and the
greateft folly, not to love and obey the blefled God ;

0 good, mercifyl and tender a Father. O ungrate-
L ful
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ful and degenerate children of the moft High ! For
you are full his offspring, tho’ you have forgotten
your Father, and “lightly efteemed the rock of your
falvation.” In this refpect wicked men are not lefs
imprudent, than dinfigenuous. To difobey the holy,
juft and good commiandments of God, which are in
their very nature adapted to profirote your happi-
nefs, is to bring mifchief on yourlelves. Such a con-
dudt, if continued in, cannot but end in your ruin,
even without the confideration of that future punifh-
ment, which God has exprefly threatned as the re-
ward of unrighteoufnefs. There is no {ubftantial
happinefs, but in God, in knowirg and doing his
will. They that are far from him, the fountain of
light, life and joy,—thatrefufe to return to him, and
to walk in his righteous ways, muit nceds perifh,

13. WHAT great encouragement does the confi-
deration of God’s goodnefs afford to finners, to con-
fefs and forfake their fins? to *¢arife and go to their
Father” ? Efpecially, what encouragement does this
afford, when the goodnefs of God s confidered as it
13 manifefted in the gofpel of Chrift ; who appeared
to ¢ take away the fins of the world,” and whote pro-
tefled defign in coming into it, was to * {eek and to
fave that which was loft #’ Can you poflibly doubt
of a kind reception, or a gracious pardon from Him,
who is not only 1n general declared to be gocd and
merciful to all' 3 but who has ¢ {o loved the world,
as to give his only begotten Son” to fave it | Confider
the parables of the prodigal {on, of the loff fheep, and
of the /g piece of meney, in the gofpel : They will
all thew you, that it is not the will of your Father,
that any of you fhould perith ; but that he « would
have aLL men to be faved.” The gofpel makes na
exception. It affords an adequate relief to all, and
s  the power of God unto falvation, to every (l;ne

thal
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that believeth® with oll bis beart. 'The greatnefs of
your paft fins, will be no obje&ion againft your being
accepted in Chrift, if you come unto God by him,
God expects no righteoufnefs in or of you, in order .
to your being forgiven of Him ; but only a truly
penitent and humble fenfe of your unrightesufinefs, and
an hearty confent to receive ¢ eternal hife as his gift,
thro’ Jefus Chrift our Lord.”— Ho, every One that
“ thirfteth, [then] come ye to the waters, and he
“that hath no money ; come ye—without money
“ and without price—Incline your ear, (faith the
“ Y,ord of life,) and come unto me: Hear, and
“ your foul fhall live.” *— Bu,

L 2 14, Ip

 Tfai, LV. 1, 3. There is an expreffion in the learned Mr,
CALvIN’s commentary upon my text, which feems juftly
exceptionable, as conveying an idea contrary to what is
maoftclearly revealed in the holy feriptures; andfetting un-
warrantaoie bounds to the grace, and pardoning mercy
of God. Let the reader judge—*¢ Quamvis ergo pecca-.
« torum remiflio thefaurus fit c/anfus REPROBIS, non tamen
“ Deum impeditipforum malitia et pravitas, quo minus in
“cos quoquc bonitatem effundat Deus ; fed quam fine
¢ fenfu devorant.” In Englilh-—Altho’y therefore, the
remiflion of {ins is a treafure fhut up from the REPRO-
BATE, yet thcir malice and wickednefs does not
prevent (yod’s fhowering down goodnefs upon them

aifo ; but which they devour without fenfe or confide-
ration.

F by the reprobate, the learned author had here meant only
wicked and ungodly men, confidered as fuch ; and if by
the remijfin of jins beiziga treafure fhut up, or clofely locked
with re{pet to them, he had intended no more, than that
it was mnaccefiibic or unattainable by them, while hardened
a thetr fins 5 this would have been quite unexceptionable,
and perfeétly agreeable to fcripture,  But the words natu-

'~ rally convey a different idea ; wiz. That there are many

‘perfons who, by a {uppofed eternal decree of reprobcion,

are abfolutely excluded from the benehit of pardon, or the
grace of God revealed to the world, This was the known

opinion
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14. Ir, in reading the holy {criptures, we fhould
find any reprefentations ar expreffioas relative to the
divine condué&, which {eem at firft view to militate
againft the infinte goodnefs and mercy of God, we
fhould not too readily admit them in that feemingly
harth {enfe : I mean, not till we have well examined |
them, compared them with other parts of {cripture, |
and find that they will not bear any o:her conftructi-
on without manifeft force and violence. There is

nothing fo frequently and clearly declared in {crip- §
ture, as the peifeét, univerfal goodnefs and mercy |
of God. Thisis a dotrine infinitely precious and
important, and to which we muft always adbere, as
ou- fheet-anchor, whaiever becomes of any com- §

monly-received opinions which interfere with 1t §
To let fome obfcure expreflions which feldom occur, |
lead in the interpretation of {cripture, as if they were |
prime, fundamental articles; inftead of clear ones |
which occur almoft inevery page of the bible, 15 the
moft unnatural and prepoiterous thing in the world ;

a common error, of the moft pernicious conlequence. |
This is more abfurd than for the * blind to be leaders |

of the biind : » It is hik= the blind leading thofe that]

have their eyes open, and that fee clearly—DBut, on the

other hand, we ought to be very cautious left we re-|

je&t any dollrine really revealed in {cripture, under |

| - ,l
opinion of that learned man : A fentiment, at once un-|
fupported by reafon or fcripture ; nay, contrary to both;
highly derogatory to the goodnefs and grace of God,
and of dangerous tendency. Nor is it a little firange,|
that fuch a fentiment fhould be found in a commentary|
upon words, which fo {trongly exprefs the univerfal good-
nefs and tender mercies of (God, as thofe of the text
do : Efpecially confidering the words immediately pre-
ceeding,—wiz, ¢ The Lord is gracious and vuLL of
compaffion, flow to anger, and of great mercy.” And
it plainly appears that the learned man had thefe ve
words in his mind, when he wrote—*¢ Peccatorum remiﬁ]?;
thefaurus eff claufus REPROEBIS | ”—Pardon, a treafure !ackﬁj

up againft millions, in the decree of abfolute reprobation !—
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a falfe pretence that it contradifts the goodnefs of
God, with which it isconfiftent.  Our not well know-
ing how to reconcile it therewith, is no certain proof
in all cafes, that it is irreconcileable. For we muft be
vain indeed, or allow ourlelves to be very im-
perfet and fhort-fighted creatures. However, it is
not my intention here, to make a retreat mto total
darknefs, or to refolve every thing into myftery, and
human ignorance ; as if men were incapable judges
of goodne's, juftice and mercy in any cafe : Which
s the fhametu! meihod that many have taken to get
over all difficulties, and toanfwerall objectionsagaintt
their unferiptural, abfurd and blalphemous doétrines.
We may be alrogether as certain that fome doctrines
fathered upon the {criptures, are contrary tothem, and
inconfiltent with mercy, goadnefs and juftice, as we
can poffibly be,that any others are conf{enant to them ;

or, indeed, that there is in nature any fuch thing as
goodnels, jultice or mercy,

15. Ir, therefore, my brethren, you know of any
particular {cheme or {yftem of chiiftianity (fo called),
two or three of the moft diftinguithing and leading
principles of which, and the bafis on which the whole

refts, are plainly and certainly repugnant to the doét-
rine of God’s univerfal goodnefs, and his tender mer-

cies over all his works ; you may be certain that {uch
{cheme or {yftem s falfe ;—abfolutely and wholly falfe,
{o far as it has any connexion with, or dependence
upon, thofe leading, fundamental & moft diftinguith-
ing principles. Let me add, that if tne fautors and
afferters of fuch a fuppoled fyltem, thould cry it up
as peculiarly the dottrine of evangelical grace, and
as tending to give us exalted ideas of the goodnefs,
and mercy of God, in contradiftinttion to all other
fyltems ; it would only make the matter fo much the
warfe : It would be fo much the more impious 3

the
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the greater abufe of the holy {criptures, and
an infult vpon the commor fenfe of mankind. If
you know of #o _fuch fcheme as 1s here fuppofed, then
be fo kind as to let thefe remarks pals for notling.—
But if you do 3 yet remember that human nature is
frail and fallible ; and that men may have uriight
hearts, while they have very wrong and pesnicious
nottons in their heads : So that there is an evident
call for mutual candor, forbearance and chanty, be-
twixt thofe that differ even widely 1n opinion 5 that
they may, if poflible, *¢ keep the umty of the fpirt
in the bond of peace.”

16. LET me, in the next place, caution wick-d
men againit abufing the feripture-doétrine of God’s
goodnefs ; (for there 1s very little danger that any
others will do fo.) Do any imagine that they are
fafe in their evil courfes, becauie God 1s good and
merciful 7 That were a vain imagination ; fince thofe
courfes, in their own nature, tend to mifery and ru:n,
as was ntupated before. Lut, perhaps, you fiat-
ter yourfelves, that however you may break God’s
commandments, yet He will not punifb yeu in ano-
ther world, if he ts infinitely good and merciful ; but,
at the worft, leave you to take the nazx7a/ confequence
of your evildoings. This would be an equally faife
and groundlefs inference ; tho’ even that, would be
ruinous and fatal.  But God has eftablilhed a moral
government in the univerfe, as beft adapted to pro-
mote his own glory, and the common felicity of his
intelligent creatures. And fuch a kind of govern-
ment, 1n 1ts very nature, fuppofes that the obftinately
wicked and impenitent under it, fhall be punifbed by
Him, as theLord and Judge of all : And s it not de-
clared, that at the great day, the wicked fhall ¢ goa-
way intoeverlafting punifbment, ““in the place”prepared

for the devil and his angels 1" In thorr, the ccrtaint%
. SN
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of your pumihment, if you perfevere In breaking
God’s commandments, may be clearly infer'd from
kis goodnefs itfelf 5 fo far is that from beingany fort
of izcurity to you ! Again: Do any of you rely
upon the divine geodnefs and mercy, not in the
pratice of grofe immoralities, but 1n the practice of
your {uppofed duties, and moral virtues, while you
rejeét the gofpel of Chrift, or that method of falvation
which 1s revealed therein 2 ‘This 1s alfo a groundlefs
prefamption, unlefs you can plead ainlefs innocence
and perfection 5 to which you will not pretend.
What ! will you rely on the goodnefs and mercy of
God, whilz you defpife his truth fufficiently attefted,
and clearly proved to be fuch ?—while you tread
under foot his Son from heaven, who came to re-
deem you ; and refiit hisSpinit! To do thus, is
altually renouncing that very goodnefs, and thofe
tender mercies, on whica you pretend to rely, Wil
you rely on the mercy of uod, while you continue
in that impenitence and unbelief, which God himfelf
has declared fhall terininate in fuin and perdition ?
How abfurd were this ! Itis the greateft prefumption
and madnels for any, to whom the goipel is preached,
to rely on the mercy of God in any other way, courfe
or practice, than that whichGod Himfelf has marked
out. To depend upon it in any other way, is at
once abfurd & impious; this being,iafﬂ"e&,“making
God a liar;” and afluming to yourfelves a righe
of prefcribing to the Almighty, what channel his
goodn:{s and mercy fhall fow 1In, even contrary to
his own declared v}l and purpote '—Know, that the
counfcl of God 1hall frand ; and ftand more immura-
ble than the foundations of the earth, or the pillars
of heaven, with whatever prefumptuous hopes vain
men may amule and decelve themfelves | And if he
that delpifed even Moles’s law, died without mercy, of
how much forer punifhment fuppole ye —But 1 for-

bear 3
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bear ; remembering that inflilting teriible punifha
ments, is {poken of in feripture as God’s frange work
and therefore, certainly, not be made the theme of
common declasnation, asitis by many. There would be
a peculiar impropriety 1n infifting long upon it in a
difcourfe on the goodnefs and tender mercies of God.
But yet there feemed to be a neceffity of faying fome-
thing upon this point, by way of warning to wicked
men, who {o grofly abufe that very goodnefs on
which they prefume. Let the wicked therefore for-
fake his way, and return unto the Lord, that he may
have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will
then abundantly pardon, thro’ Jefus Chrift ; whom
he hath ¢ fet forth to bea propitiation, thro’ faithin his
“ blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion
“ of fins that are paft, thro’ the forbearance of God.”

17, Waar folid ground have thofe that love God,

and fincerely do fis commandments, for hope, and
intire confidence in him ? Is it poffible for you,
my brethren, who do thus, to doubt of his love to
you ?—What ! a fincere believer in Jefus Chrift, and

the promifes of the gofpel,—a truly good man, doubt
the love and care of Him, who is good te all, and
whofe tender mercies are over all his works ?—of
Him, who is good even to the evil and unthankful !
This 1s a kind of paradox : But yet it is not an ab-
folute impoffibility. And if you fhould, in any mea-
{ure, diftruft the particular kindnefs and love of God
to you, let the following paffages in our Saviour’s
difcourfcs, inipire you with a fitm, and truly fihal
confidence in Him— Behold the fowles of the air ;
“ for they fow not, neither do they reap, nor gather
“into barns : Yet your heavenly Father feedeth
“ them. Are not ye much better than they ¢ * And

_Again : « Are not five {parrows fold for two farthings ?
““ and ot one of them 1s forgoiten befere God.  but
““ the

# Matth, Chap. VI )
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« the very bairs of your bead are all numbered. Fear
« not therefore ; ye are of more value than many

“ spARROWS. ¥

18. TuE confideration of God’s goodnefs and
mercy, particularly as manifefted in the holy fcrip-
tures, in the redemption of the world by Chrift, na-
turally fuggefts very pleafing hopes, and a glorious
profpect, with reference to the conclufion, or final re-
fule of that moft wonderful interpofition of grace.
It cannot be denied, that ever fince the apoftacy
of our firft parents, there have been, and ftill
are, fome things of a dark and gloomy appear-
ance, when confidered by themi{elves.—So much tolly,
fuperftition and wickednefs there i1s, “ in this pre-
fent evil world !”’—But when we confider the declared
end of Chnft’s manifeitation i the flefh,— to
give his life a ranfom for all, and to deftroy the works
of the devil : When we confider the numerous pro-
phecies refpeting the deftrudtion of fin and death,
and the future gloty of Chrift’s kingdom o~ EArTH :
When we confider, that he muft reign till he hath
put all enemies under his feet, the latt of which is
pEATH 3 and till he hath fubdued aLL THINGS un-
to himfelf : When we reflett, that according to the
apoftle Paul, where fin has abounded, grace does
much moré abound ; and that the fame creature
[or ¢reation] which was originally made fubjed to
vanity, is to be delivered from the bondage of cor-
ruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of
God : When we confider the parallel which ts infti-
tuted and carried on by the fame apoftle, betwixt the
firft and fecond Adam, in his epiftle to the Romans ;
and his exprefs affertion in another, that ¢ as inAdam
ali die, even fo in Chrift thall all be made alive ; dut
cvery man in bis own ¢rder :”*  In a word, when we
duly confider that there is a certain “reftitution of ALL

M , “ THINGS,
* Luke Chap. XII, + 1 Cor. XV. 22, 23,



*led Pra&tical I ﬂfef;e}’zr:‘es
«« THINGS,{poken of by the moiith of all the holy pro-

« phets fince the world began :” When we duly con- §
fider thefe things, I fay, light and comfert arife out §
of darknefs and forrow. And we may, without the ;
leaft prefumption, conclude in general that, in the §
revolution of ages, fomething far more grand, impor-
tant and glorious than any thing which is vulgarly ]
imagined, fhall a&tually be the refult of Chrift’s ¢om-
ing down from heaven to die on a crofs, of his refur- §
rection from the dead, and of his being crowned with |
alory and honor, as Lord both of the gcad and of the |
fiving.—The word of God, and his mercy, en-}
dure for ever : Nor will he leave any thing which |
15 truly his own work, unfinithed.—¢¢ As the heavens)
““ are higher than the earth,” faith the Lord, * {o are |
‘““ my ways higher than your ways ; and my thoughts
““ than your thoughts—My word—that goeth forth]
“ out of my mouth—rfhall not return unto me void, |
“ but it fhall accomphith that which 1 pleafe ; and it}
“hall profpei 1n the thing whereto I rint it % ‘

To conclude then @ Let us all, young men and;
ma:dens, oid men and children, love and honor, ex-|
tol and obey the God and Father of all, whofe tender]
mercies are over all his works ; and who has béen!
fo gracious and bountiful to ourfelves in particular,
It we fincerely do thus, as becometh the children o
the Highelt, we {hall, in due time, partake of his!
goodnefs in a far more glorious manner & meafure,
than we can in the earthly houfe of this taberna-
cle. We fhall doubtlefs alfo have a far more clear,
diftinét and perfect knowledge, than we can poffibly
have at prefent,of what is intended in fome apparent
ly grand and {ublime, and yet difficult paffages in thd
facred oracles ; particularly thit of John the Divine,
with which I clofe : ¢ And evEry criaTURE which

cs_iﬂ
* Jfan. LV. g, 11. -
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f¢isin HEAVEN, and on the EARTH, and UNDER
““ THE EARTH, and fuch as are in the sEA, and ALL
“ THAT ARE IN THEM, heard 1 faying, Blefling, and
“ honor, aad glory, and power be unto IHim that
“ fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
‘ever and cver.”® AMEN !

* Rev, V. 13.
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PSALM XL. g——o1II.
N full Afiemblies 1 have told
Thy Truth and Righteoulnels at large :
Nor did, Thou know’ft, my Lips with-hold
From uttering what thou gav'ft in Chargé
Nor kzpt within my Breaft coniin’d,
Thy Yaithfulnefs, and faving Grace ;
But preach’d thy Love, for z2ll defign’d
That all might That, and Truth embrace.
Then let thofe Mercies I declar'd
To others, Lord, cxtend to me:
Thy loving Kindnefs my Reward,
Thy Truth my fafe Proteftion be
" CORRECTIONS

Page Line From Read
27 15 bottom woilds
24, 7 bot. will take
A0 — margin LUKE
43 e margin Pfalm CXI,
45 2 top than thole
48 g top of reafon,
87 1l bottom being,in effe,
88 2 bot. again

N. B. Some lefs material errors are omitted.



