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S you bad my Firfl=Fruits
from the Pulpit, it is fit you

foold  bave ‘em from the Prefs
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The Dedication.

Indeed 1 could not shink it
reafonable thar the following Pa-
pers  fhonld be  Infcribed to  any
rather than your [elves, whofe fa-
vonrable  Acceptance  and  generous
Enconragement of my Lavours, I

fhould  very mmch forget my [elf
if I did not remember with  all

Gratitude.

The Title Page bas  already
told  you that the Sermon 1 bere

prefent you with, was Firt Preach-
ed in another Audience :  And

tho the Worthy Perfous of which
it confiffed, might claim  every
Tbing from me i Return of their
many Civilities to  the Beft  and
moft  Honoured Friend 1 have in
the World, yet o You my Obli-
gations are more Immediate, and
do  therefore  demand my  more

Immediate Acknowledgments . which
{



The Dedication.

I can affure you [bould be much

prger  than  you  bere  find em,

were I wot veflrained by an

Apprebenfion,  that wimlft [ thank
yon for your ICindne[s, [ may feen
to boalt of 1t

Somewbat (1 am [enfible ) [honld
here be faid by Way of Apology for

this Publication ; neither my Years
wr Abilisies  entitling me to  the
Confidence it may  feem to  bea
peak.

From tbofe of yon, Genilemen,
who were any Way Infirumental to
o, I may in Fuftice hope for an
e Excufe . And 1 bave Reasfon
1o expelF that the et of  the
World (1 mean the Goodenaturd
Part of @t ) will reckon Complin
mee no umpardonable Crime. And
i any Thing conld appeafe the Wrath
l B i




- The Dedication,
of & fevere Cenfor, I could promi
him roo, that I fball not ofien be
tois Way troublefome.

This I am fure I can affirm, thy
no particular  Fondnefs for the en.
Jung  Difconrfe was the Motive 1
me thus- o expofe it; but ony
a fmcere Defire of  teftifying tha
Refpe?  and  Trmtb  wherewith |

am,
Crentlemen,
Your moft Obliged
Kentith Town,
May 13. Y707

and Faithtul Servant,

Nath. Marfball
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T hankfgiving Sermon.

DEUT. 4 7

For what Nation is there [o Great,
who hath God [o nigh unto them,

ai the Lord owr God is in 4l

Things that we call upon  hins

fore

=== Hefe are the Words of Mofesto the Children
X  of Ifrzl, exhoring 'em to all pofiible Re-
& oo of Gratitude and Gbedience from thofe
tamtold faftances of an efpecia! Favour which God
had fo long vouchfai'd ‘em.  He tells "emn that this
would be cheir Wifdors and Oudesflanding in the Sight
of thofe Nations, who fheuld have an Opportunity of
oblesving it 3 who from their Obedience on the orée
R Hand,




* A1l here

are fully

+ Orpoa
{ate,
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Hand, and the Returns of God'’s favourable Kindne(s
on the other, would be induc’d to Pronounce ’em 3
Wife and Underftanding, as they were Confefledly a
Great People. And the Reafon upon which it was
probable their Neighbours would entertain this Opi-

nion and Blteem of 'em, was not the Mightineis or
Numbers of their People, but their Nearnefs to God,
and his Favour to ‘em, difcoverable in every Thing
for which they call’d upon him.

That in this their Cale is upon many Accounts
very applicable to our own, 1 hope we * are met t: ge-
ther witha full Per{wafion, and then it is alike to

> expelted, that we fhou'd be influenc'd by thofe
Convi&tions which Mofes here labo.rs to faften
upon the Ifraelites in the Paflage now before
us; in which he has furnifh'd us with thefe
Two Ufeful Maxims.

Firft, That the Greatnels of a Nation confifts in
God’s being ﬂfg6 unto tfwm; or 1n other
Words, thatthe Favonr of God is any Peoples moft
Valuable Priviledge; from whence it will fol-
low.

Secondly, That the endeavouring to deferve it is
their trueft Policy 3 from whence again, that I may
draw fomewhat near to ¥ this Day’s Feftival Occa-
fion, I fhall,

Thirdly, Confider fome of thofe Inftances which
make our Cafe a Parallel to that of the Jews
in the Evidencss of God’s Favour to us
And,

Fourthly and Laftly, Prefs upon you thofe Returns
of Gratitude and Obedience which fuch Eminent
Favours do fo Eminently deferve.,

Firft, Thatthe Greatnefs of a Nation confifts in
God's being #igh unto them 5 or in other Words, that
the
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the Favour of God is any Peoples moft valuable Pri-
viledge.

The Belief of an Almighty Providence will ej-
fily conviace us of this 5 for then the Difpofal of all
Events will be in the Hands of God: And whatever
isaccounted molt Conducive to National Happinefs,
will depend entirely upon his Good Pleafure, $So
that where he is moft inclind to deal favourably,
there will the Ballance of Succefs moft ufually
tarn,

The Favour of a Temporal Prince 1s therefore {o
courted, becaufe Richesand Honours are in his Hand,
and he difpences ‘em to {uch as {tand fair in his
Efteem: But the Dominion of God over all bis
Creatare is infinitely more abfolutey he Plants and
builds, Plucks up and Deftroys, with a Sway of
Power Unlimited and Uacontroulable 5 and can ag
cafily do this to Nations and Kingdoms, as to Private
Families or Single Perfons. Nay, there is more
Reafon to expect hz fhould diftribute the Bleflings of
this World to the former than to the latter, accord-
Ing as they pleafe or difpleale him; becanfe Private
Perfons have hereafter an Account to give, and a
Recompence to be made 'em fuitable and proporti-
01d to their prefent Conduocty whereas Socicties
of Men and Bodies Polidick mult now or never be
pinifi’d and rewarded: So that with the Favour of
God they have Reafon to expect whatever elfe is
Defirable or Conducive to their prefent Profperity.
t1s plainly in his Power to make ‘em fourith; and
(generally (peaking ) there is Ground to believe it is
inhis Will too to diftinguith a Favourite People by
luch Tokens of his Kindnels as fhall render their
Happine(s obfervable to their Neighbours: and all
this without any of thole Miraculoys Interpofals

which would break in upon the Order of his {tated
G Admini -
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Adminiftrations. He can Infatuate the Councils of
an Enemy, and enlighten the Minds of thofe he .
vours by f{uch {ecret Influences, as whillt it looks moft
Natural, fhall be moft under the Controul of hjs
Wifdom and Providence. The Agents: of Natu
are all his Inftruments, and come and go at hjs
Command: So that where heis difpoled to be Pro-
pitious, all Secondary Means flow in at his Order,
and con(pire to the Happinels of thofe he favours,

If then the Prefent Welfare of Minkind, conf.
der'd both in their Perfonal and Social Capacity, be
acknowledg’d to depend vpon the Will of ap
Almighty Power, the Favour of him who is Mafter
of all this Power muft in all Reafon be efteem’s

the molt vuluable of any other Priviledge, be.
caufe it includes and implies whatever elfe s defirable

As it 15 on the other Hand to be confider'd, that
how advantageous foeverthe Face of Affairs may be
without it, whatever the Afpett and Probability of
Things may feem to promile, yet the Conclufion
will be found to difappoint the Hopes of that People
who have not God tor their Patron and their Trufh
in Expertence we find, that the beft laid Projects are
blown up in a Moment, tho’the Iflue of many Years
Forecaft,and the Product of many a fine-fpunThought.
It is not always we fee the greatelt Policy whichis
crown'd with the greatelt Succels. An Achitophd
may {ometimes be railedup only to prove the Vanity
of Worldly Wifdom, and its deftrutivene(s to the
Owners of it.  Ordinarily indeed where God defigns
the Tokens of his Favour, he veils’em with a fhew
of fuch Means as may in Humane Account be entitu
ted to 'em. But thenagain he fometimes does other-
wife, nay, very often, when he would parcicularly ap-
pear in the Defence and Patronage of an oppr-ffed
Caufe, or punith a People whom his Soulabhor,

then
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then we may fee he does not await the flow Mori-
on of naiural Means, but brings upon them a (wift
Defltru&tion, and that when the Pofture of their Af-
fairs gives ‘em lealt Realon for apprehending {o Fatal
a Change. Then neither the Number of their Armues,
rorihe feeming lmpregnablenefs or their Strong-holds,
nor the Immenfity of their Treafures, nor the Subtil-
ty of their Councils, can ward «ff the Blow, or e-
vade his Vengeance. Thefe feeble Obfltacies he ea-
fly breaks through ; and often chufes to encounter
em, that he may convince his Creatures where their
Hope and Dependance fhould chiefly reft. Not up-
on the Arm of Fleth, which when 1t 1s {trongeft
does often however fail its Owners: Notupon any
Humane Helps, which how fair [oever they may bid for
Succefs, are not the Malters nor the Difpofers of it s
but upon thit Wifdom which alone can never be
miftaken, and that Power which no Creatureisable
to refilt.

Let our other Advantages be what they will with-
out the Divine Favour, yet a little time, and a2 few
Contingences, which are evermore at Hand, when
God would employ *em, may robus of all, and leave
us deftitute, a Prey to every Bold Invader,

[t is not the Figure we at prefent make, the Strength
oi our Ifland, nor the Wealth of its Inhabitants,
which can {ecure us againlt the Efietts of his Dilplea-
lure when he’s Angry.  If we are fafe from a Foreign
Enemy, he canlet Joofe upon us our own ungovern-
able Paflions, and affli¢t us with Domeltick (the -
worlt of all other) Diflentions. The Peftilence that
walketh in Darknefs may execute his Commiffion, and
in the Compals of a few Days do us more Mifchief
thap the Sword has done in many Years. And as
the Help of his Countenance bas rais’d us of late to a

Picch of Eminence and Fame, to which we had long
before
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before been Strangers, f{othe withdrawing it can ay
eafily fink the Creature of its own raifing, notwith-
(tanding thofe Prefent Advantages which feem to
promife Stability to our other Bleflings. For afteralf
that we can expelt from Humane Means, the Event of
Things 1s 1 the Hand of one who does notalwaysgo-
vern him{elf by them, And becaufz it 15 impoffible
that we {hould know when he will, or will not, al-
low ‘em to take Place, it 1s unfit we thould take our
Eftimate of things from a Rule which may fo otten
fail us, His Favour will at laft be found the fureft
Ground of our Confidence, becaufe that alone can in-
uefeafibly fecure us.

And therefore,

Secondly, Our Eddeavouring to deferve it muft b
our trueft Policy ¢« 1f the Truth of the Premifes bz al-
low'd, the Confequence is jnft and neceffary.  Policy,
hke all other Wifdom, hasan Object to which it di-
rects its Aims, and that is the Publick Welfare;
and this itis to purfue by {uch Means as are moft like-
ly to advance the End it propofes.

Now if the Profperity ofa Kingdon dep:nds en-
tirely upon the Favour of God, that which procures
the laccer muft with the greateft Effect advance the In-
terc{ts of the former.

That the Wifdom of God is infinitely an Over-
match for the little Politicks of Man needs not be
provid. Andthen what can it fignifie to carry on
any Crafiy Purpofe by Prohibited Methods, by Trea.
chery and Guilt, Hypocrific and Fraud > If he {uffers
em to fucceed in one Inftance, we may be {ure he will
meet with ‘em in another : And the Rife of a Nation
owing its Succefs to {uch Knavith Arts, will only in
all likelihcod be fo far allow™d, till itb= ripe for Ex-
emplary Vengeance, and its Fall become the more

Confpicuous and Signal for its former Grandeug
An
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And for thofe who think it worth while to raife either
deir own or their Countries Greatnels upon the
Ruins of Virtue, and the Wrecks of Confcience, tho'
they fhould fee their Methods profper fora Sealon,
and themf{elves fhould reap the Fruit and Credit of
iuch Wicked Policy, yet they may be affur'd that
Hiftory will blacken their Character, and Pofterity
abhor the Memory of fuch wretched Patriots, for en-
ailing the Curle of that God vpen ‘em, who vifits the
[niquities of the Fathers vpon the Children, even to
the 3d and 4th Generation : Nor wiil the Grave be
ibleto skreen ‘em trom that further Punifbment, which
he Juft Avenger fhall think due to their Crimes,

But now the Ewd they aim at is not, cannot be
worthh the ufe of undue Aleans 5 nor can the ufe of
andue Means bz generally likely to compafs the End
ey aim at,  To die for one’s Country {tands Com-
mended indeed in Hiltory for a Noble and Heroical
Yicch of Fortitude; but Eternal Mifery i3 too much
o endure for tive Zemporal Good of a whole World.
This were to overat the Jatriot, and to be {ome-
+hat too difinterefted, But atter all fome Per{ona!
Views or other, Ambition in the higher, Covetoufnefs
n the lower Ordersof en, do ufually put 'em upon
recourfe to thefe crooked Arte. Men do not care to
be Wicked unon difintereffed Profpects , for the Sake
of a Caufe from which they can reap themlelves no
dire® Advantage : No, they follow the Biafs of
their owa Humour, and gratific themfelves, and their
own Inrerefts, when they walk in thefe forbidden
‘aths, and provoke the Almighty to blaft their Un-
dertakings.

And what now are thofe interelts which can de-
rve to be promoted at fuch an Infinite Expence and
Hazard ! What thofe Honours which can compenfate
or Everlafting, if they (hould not alfo procure their

0 Prefent,

4
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Prefent, Difzrace! What taofe Plealures or  Profit
which can mak: it a reafonable Option to incurr fo
their Sakes Lofles which can never be recovered, ang
Penaities which can never be fupported ! Let the Fxy
they aim at be never {o valuable, this 1s paying
a great deal too much to compals 1t 5 but in Trut}
this is not the ey to compais 16, If fome Inftane;
b. affighable of Men who hive this Way made 5
(hift to ferve their own litde Incerelts, yet National
Glory, and the Intirelt of Communities, mult arile in
arother Manner.  Particular Perfons (1 bave alres.
dy hinted ) may be permitred (o thrive upon Rapine
:nd Plunder, becaute a-tume mult come when an
Account will be raken or all therr Viilany: Vengeanc
is {are of mecting ‘em at lalt, and 15 therefor
under no Necefliry of haltaing to crufh ‘em s where.
is the Jaftice due to Communites of Men
never meet em  hereafter in their Social Relat
on , and thereiore is under {ome further neceflity o
nfliting a {peedier Vengeance where the Crimzsar
of fize fufhicient to demand 1.

So that there is all Imaginable Reafon to expect the
ufe of torbidden Means fhould be difcountenanc’,
when the Glory of a Kingdom is attempted to be
rais’d by em 5 that National I'ices (hould derive upon
iv 2 National Punifbment, and National irtues a Ni-
sional Reward. Aud if the Diftributions of Prove
dence be not found in every Infltance exaltly agree
able to this Rule, yet its Methods in general cer
tainly are fo: And wherethere is any (as T do not
deny but there may be fome) Exception, upon anac
carate Enquiry the Reafons of it are commonly dif-
cernable, and fo do rath:r confirm than weaken tht
general Truta of this Oblervation.

Upon the Whole then, if the fave.: of God be

generally neceffary to National Harpueis and i
the
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the Way to obtain his Favour be an Endeavour to de-
erve it, the trueft Policy, that which is moft likely
to attain its End, mult confiit in fuch FEndea-
vOurs,

And then 1t is obvious to oblerve theWratchadnefs of
thit Coarfe, and the Weaknefsof thofe Contrivances,
which leave God out of their Schume, and apply ei-
ther whollyto Huuane or at all to unjalt Means, fo:
the Succe(s ot thxir Defigns. 1 God do indeed govern
the World, # concerns him to baflie fuch monfirous
Purpofes 3 and it this be for a timedelay’d, and fuch
Counlels do thrive for a Scalon, yet when thofe
Endsof Providence are anfwer’d, which thefe Sconr-
ges of Mankind were defign’d to {erve, Vengeance,
tis vifible, does then awaken, and exert 1tfelf at their
Expence.  Then tho' they are no lefs Politick and
Powertal than they were before, yet their Ol Arts
il ‘em wien the time of their Punithment 1s come,
and ali their Greatnels fuddenly confumes, and comes to
: fearful Fad,

And thus 1 have gone thro® the Two General To-
nicks arfing from my Texts; from whence, thatl
my draw{omewhat nearer to this Day’s * Feftival « o, ;, .
Occafton, - am, Lite,

Thirdly, To confider {om: of thole Inftances
which make our Cafe a Parallel to that of the Jews
n the Evidences of God’s Favour to us.

Thelr whole Hiltory proves em that Peculiar Peo-
nle, wherein confifted both their Honour and Secu-
ty,  And tho’ we have none of thole extraordinary
Interpofals to boaft of, which made f{uch dazling
roof  of the Almighty’s Favour to them,
vt fomewhat there 1s in our Circumftances which

Jims our thankful Reflettions, and is an Ar-
- gument
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gument for our grateful Obedience and Praife to
Gad.

Whether we confider thole {tanding Mercies ob.
{ervable in our Natural, Political, or Religious Ad-
vantages, or thofe more -.xtraordmary Manifeftations
of the Disine Fav our, 1in profpering cur Arms

Abroad, and {trengihning our weakeft Part ar Home,
from each and every of thefe we may gather nfinit:
Matter of Thank(giving to God, and Comforr t
our f{eives, as humbly l}Oping from {uch a
Conjurtture of Blefiings that he s wigh unto
ns,

[ begin with the Confideration of our ratural Ad-
vantages, which {¢cere usin the midlt of War from
the worft ot 1ts Miferies 5 from the Invalion of our
Property, the Defolation of our Dwelling, the Inlo-
lence and Outrage of armed Enemics. We are fencd
in with a Wall which knows no Malter but Godonly:
He that Commands the Winds and the Seas has more

than once convinced us that they are the Minifters of
his Will. The Temperance of cur Clime, the Truitful
vefs of ourCountry ;5 its Sufnciency not onhz {0 the mo-
d:t Cravings ot Nature, buteven to the Jefs regulir
Demands of a nicer Appemc thefe arée Advantages
of which we fhould be much more fenfible, could Pri
va:c Perfons engrofs the-Benefit, make it l{s Gener,
and {o lefsa Blefling 5 whereasin Trath the Diffufive
nefs of the Mercy is what ought in Reafon chielly
10 recomm:nd it. 'Tis Narrownefs of Mind, and
the Want of a Catbolick Spirit, which would confin
rhe Mercies of Heavento our own Perfons or Famiiies
But that we rejoice.in our Security from the Injuries of
ohers our felves, as oot defliring to ofter, f{o not
willing indeed to receive ‘'em, we could be COllttﬂtIU
throw open the Inclefure of thefe Advantages, and

with ‘em common to our Neighbours as well as ctf
(clvey
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(elves, had not fome of ‘em, from the broad Intima-
tions given us of their Will, convinc’d us that a
Poer equal to it would be & terrible Scourge to all
about 'em. Therefore, and therefore only, do we
value thefe peculiar Securities; not as qualifying us
for attempting, but as emabling us to repel any
Injurious and Hoftile Purpofe.  Becaufe we live in a
World where Right and Property alone are {lender
Detences, thercfore we rejoice that the Opportuni-
ties of Mifchiet are wanting (o thote, who
if tney had 'em, would not a1l to ule and improve
.,

From our Natural, pals we in the Second Place to
th: Conlideration of our Political Advantages, which
are as pecaliar to us as the former 5 {ecuring us on
the one Hand fromthe Jawlke(s Will of a fingle Per(on,
aind the Confufed and nolels Tyrannical Government
of 3 Multitude, We have a Written Law t0 dire&
our Conduét, and ncicher our Perfons nor Fortunes
lve at the Mercy of Will and Plealure, There are
[1hicient Encouragements to animate our Indaftry,
while we are {fure of being permitted to eat the Labonr
of our Hands, without the Controul of an unlimited
Porer.  And as itis fit on the one Hand, that all
Defigns againft a Government {o well temper'd
hotid be by all poflible Means dilcountenanced, and
therefore the Perfon of the Prince, who 15 1ts Prote-
&0t and Head, is Sacred and Inviolable; {o on the
oiier Hand 16 might furnifh Matter of too {trong
Tempration, if a Weak or Victons Prince thould be
rafted wich a Right to uncontroulable Qrders, and
h:retore his Minifters are accountable for their Obe-
lience to 'em, when the Law (the Rule of their
Obedience ) will not warrant it.
~and now had God peculiarly mark’d vs out for
Aappinefs as Sabj:(ls, whar could he have done

2 nmoere
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rore for us than to have fix'd our Lot in o fair 4
Ground, where all the Ends of Government and Sy},
jeftion are fo duly an(wer'd, with fo little of thofe In.
conveniencies which attend the Deviations from fo
Regular and Juft a Pattern.

And to compleat our Happinels, we have ia th
Third Place Religion profefsd in {fuch a Degree of
Purity s {ofree on thc one Hand from the Errors of
]uolarrv and on the other from the Freaks of Enthy.
fiafm 3 fo temper'd betwcen the Rigours of fome, ang
the lecrtmnm of others 5 1n Matters Extra effentiy]
profetiing to the State ’ﬂl cue Subordinationy b
vet ( which is no {uch Paradox) thould the Satc
-xclude her frem its Prote&ion, claiming then to 28
by a Superior Charter 5 10 fhort, a Rellﬂ‘am {0 wel
accommodaed to all the moft ufefu Purpoﬁs of Life
that as it would be too little to fay, no Part of the
Heathen World ever cnjoy’d the like, fo I'm {orryto
{1y 1t of the Chriftian, that no Part of thar has for |
13co Years becn able to equal it.  Take it in it
Docétrine, and the Scripturcs Authorize it: Take i
in 1ts Precepts, and they are all Calcolated for the
Peace and Happinels of Manking:  Take 1t 1m 1ts Dif
cipline, and tho’ 1 will not fay, thac might not b
m.nded, yet they who chietly objedt to us the Failures
of it, fhould do well to conlider, whether They arenot
in good Meafure the Caule why it is not mended:
And after all inits moft Eff:nvial Part, it has the fur:
Saftrage of Antiquity to vouch for it 5 the Scriptures
rather recommending, to be f{ure, ot gainfaying,

but {o far as way be gather’d from probable and

(trong Inference, approving it in its Conveyance ot
Minitterial Aunthornty.  laltly, Take it in its Wor-

hin, and vou can aflign no Inftance of' a more
r:.amnm]e Service : y more furted to the General Oc-
cations of thole who ule 1ty more free from the Cor

FOpLons
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ruptions of a Superftitions, or the Slovenlinefs of a
Carelefs Worfhip. Andif in{o great a Variety ot
its Offices there fhould be a few Thmgs lefs pleafing
to the Scrupulous Delicacy of {ome among(t us,inftead

of complaining at its want of Perfe&ion, they
thould be thankful to God for its coming {o near

i,

And thefe are the {tanding Mercies of Providence
:o us, which we bave long ¢nioy’d, and 1 truft long
il

But befides thefe, we have of late talred the Good-
nefsof God 1n [uch a large Meaflure of extraordinary
ravours, aswelldeferves the extraordinary Acknow-
ledgments we have * this Doy patd him.  In {uchia
Torrent of unparallell’'d Succels as Pofterity would
vardiy credit, but that wez hope to give ‘cm a {enfi-
ble Convition of it; Dy tranfmitting its EffcGs Gk
0 em.

This is our peculiar Expectation from that remark-
able Event, which has given the Occafion to * eur
prefent Solemnity,

In which there are Three Things {o viry valuable,
which lye fo obvious and difcernaple, that 1 cannot
think 1t befdcs the Bufinels of this PI.M, upon this
Occalion, to oblerve cm to you

The Firftis, e Difappointmeont it has giv.n to
our Foreign Lnemies.  They svere aware that our
weakeft Side was that whicn this Uwignr was defign’d
o {trengthen.  Hiftery remumbers the Fatal Con-
unction of our Prefent Fri=nds with our Ancicnt Ene-
mies: And the Ufe we know of Hiftory, is to take
an Eftimate of what »2.49 D=, from om Knowledge of
what has been, Weare very {enfible 1 the w! iOIL
Tran{a&ion of this Affair, w/o from abroad were
molt concern'd to hinderits Conclufion; and may

theredore guefs what Sort of Influence is to e expclted
frem
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from it when accomplifh’d, of which they had f{uch
Jealoufies and Fears before it was accomplifh'd.  °Tig
plain they confider onr Security as their own
Danger s at lealt they have now no Hope of offend-
ing us from the Quarter they onee expeted Shelter
in, And bifides, the Two Parts of cur ifland by
being United have each of ‘em gain’d an Acceffion
of Strengih, which may make’em moie formidable to
their Invaders.

A Seccnd Thing recommending to us this great
Event, is the Eftabiifhment of our Crown, and tha

Safcty cof oir Religion depending very much upon
that Eftablithmect.

Her Majeflty’s Pious Forecalt, not content with
blefling the prefent Generation, but willing to {hed
upon tie next the Comforts of her Aufpicious Go.
vernment, has herein provided tor that which Prin.
ces leaft Care to think of, that her Sweceffor may find
et Crown Entire and Undiminifh’d 3 that the Pro-
teifant [ulizion n1y have throughout all this Ifland
what late Expertence has prov'd its only Security, a
Proteftant Succeffion 5 2nd to enhance the Blefling yet
turther, the Auguft Houie upon which that Succeffuon
is entall’d, are now like to enter upon it without Force
or Yiolence, and to Govern a People willing to re-
cerve en.

Which leads to a Third very Valuable Advan-
tage vet behind, the Prevention of that Mifchief,
which withour this Conjunction feem’d impoflible to
be avoided.

Things were come to a Crifts, which madge Uinion
or a Breach inevitable.  We eafily and contentedly
{ubmir to the Kxpences of War while diffant 5 but of
w1 Places Eayland 1s the lealt fit to endure one m
its own Bowels,  The Enemy we fhould in that Cale
bave Encounter'd, how Contemptible {ocver “I:C

might
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jght reprefent him, wasyet able to have kept us in
rpetual Alarms, and with fuch Affiltance, as would
jﬁly then have offer'd,brought theWar into our very
yom, There can be no harm in magnifying a
ength which is now our own : And then T may
), We have Precedents upon Record, wherein the
orthern Parts of our {land have prov’d a Match for
e Southern, and were always very troublefome and
F}gerous Borderers,

And now, 1f fome Reciprocal Communications of
kh other’s Priviledges be the Purchale of thefe
fintages, let us not diminith the Value of the

ifﬁng, by grudg’mg to have 1t at f{uch a

"

Ce.

rOne Thing, it mult be own'd, there is in this
mfation, which may feem {ome reafonable Abate-
itof that Joy, which otherwife it {o amply jufti-
y and that is, that our Religions Interefts do
¢o Hand in Hand, asour Civil henceforwards are
0do: And were a Church {o Excellent as ours
tofuffer by this Incorporation, then indeed we
ld Buy itat a much dearer Rate, than any Ad-
cement of our Civil Interelts could make usamends

it we hope better Things from our Lesiflators
5 better, even from thofe who Reprefent our Now
led Brethren, than to think they would attempt a
ciupon that Excellent Conftitution, which that
Tdonot themfelves enjoy, we may prefume is
g tather to the Headinefs and Prejudice of their

12!4%, than to the deliberate Choice of their Higher
5y

[ And
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And when a. nearer Intercourfe .of Convérfatiop
and Commerce fhall have let us 1nto fome furtl
Knowledge of each other’s Affairs, why fhould
not hope - that the Beauty and Comeline(s of o
Wotthip, the Gravity and Antiquity of our Epj
copal Order, the real Modcration and Charity of o
Principles, will.wipe out thole Prejudices againt ey
which could be owing to nothing but Milinformation
That then our Brethren will ratber think of g
ing into ours, than expet  our coming o
'o their Modern Schemes ot Dlicipline and Wo
thip. ,
Mean while, if to the Prefent Barries of
Church, the Wifdom of Authority {hall think fi
2dd any further Securities, we are ready to rex
em with Grattude and Thanks: And till theT
(hall come, whichin the Eye of our Governous
moft proper for 1t await w.th Patience the favo
rable Seafon.

This give me leave however to hope fromt
Hanifold Favours wherewith God has alread
ftinguif’d us, He may ye have this further Blefl
in Store for us, that as we (hall dwell together

Unity, fo for the further Cement of that Un
we fhall go tagether into 1he Houfe of God

Friends.
I come now in the lalt Place briefly

prefs upon you thote Retarns of Gratitude @
Obedience, which the Favours already granted, 4
thofe- which are further expefted, require fr

tis.

-2

when f{o much has been done for our }i
yard, Wild Grapes muft be a great Difappo

ment to the Lord of it. Sin 15 always an i
(fank
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tance of Ingratitude 5 but ’tis there fo moft Emi-
nencly, where Graceand Favour do moft Eminently
abound,

It weexpe® to gain upon our Brethren by our
Example, it mult be fhining, and worth their notice,
To give their Diicipline 1ts Due, it does not willing-
ly {helter Profanenels and open Vicey it does not
ramely endure thole Infults upon Religion, which if
they here obferve to pafs with uncontroul'd Licexce
at lealt, ifnot with {fome broad Tokens of Approbati-
m, they will carry home with ‘em no very Good
Elteem of our Patience, in Cafes which require the
harpelt Zeal. WNo, letour Zeal for the Honour of
God, and the Praiice of Religion, be as Confpicu-
ous, as our Candonr for the Real Mifper{walions of its
homeft Profeffors :  But let not that Candour degenerate
ito a tame unconcernedne(s for the Interefts of our
Church. Owr Brethren, when they fhall fee 2 Cordi-
al Value for that, join'd with a Senfible and Difcreet
Compaffron for thole without it, will have Reafon
o conclude us in Earneft, and be in the fairer Way
towards a Compliance with that for which we are
[o: Efpecially if to the Orthodoxy of our Profeffons
we add that which is above all Prof¢fions, the Purity
of our Heart and Praice; then we may hope for
uch a Continuance and Increafe of the Divine Fa-
vour, as may add to us That, which is the main Thing
wanting to compleat our Joy, that we may with
Ove Heart and Omne Mouth Glorife God for all the
Vonders which our Eyes bave feesn.

And we befeech him to look upon the hearty
Defires of his Humble Servants, for Jefus Chrift bis
ke,  Amen.

F I NI1IAJ



