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Epifi. to TIT US, Ch.3. Ver. I. 

rinei alities and Powers. 

Ankind are at once the molt glorious 
and moft contemptible part of the 
Creation, both better and worfe 

t11an the Beafts that p~rifh. If you confider 
them under the Influence of Religion and the 
Order of Government, it is their diftinguifb
ing Glory; if as revolting from God, and re
belling again!l their Prince,' it is their pecu
liar Shame. So that they are not more ho
nourable in Privilege than difgraceful in . 
Conduct. 

And a5 there has been 110 great Difpenfa
tions of Rea ven, but vaft parts of the Cre
ation have been difpleafed at them, fo are 
there no important Adminiftratians of earth
ly Governours, but numbers of their People 
are uneafy under. them. Did ever Prince 
fight in his Peoples Defence, but many would 
reproach the Defendet?Nay, who ever made 
a publick Peace, when all his Subjeas '\vould 
~hank him fot it? Alas! fo rebel!ious and 

. B froward • 
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froward are' Mankind, that rather than w::J..nt 
an occafion of Diforder, they'll turn furious 
againft their own Protectio-n, and have nO 
Patience to be blefs'd. But we fhall leiS' 
'wonder that a Prince can't fave his King
dOIl!s without ang~ring, his Subj~as,' if :we 
cOlJ.~lder that the very Redemption of the 
)~T odd rais'd Paaies of Malecontents, and fer· 
C'n::atures againfl:their Cre,a,tor. But alt!lO' 
I can't but obferve how equally averfc we 
ar~ to the Government of God and his Vice
gerents, yet the Words of my Text lead me 
to [pea.k of the Duty we owe to the latter,. 
and to pttt you in mind to be fi,hjetl to Principa-

. litic~- and POlJ'ers. The Words are deliver'd 
in g~n:~ral; from which I might jufHy take 
occa1lo.n to ftate the nature of our Duty to
Government, and :fhew you how in mOfl: 
Cafes ~it muft be active, but in all paffive: 
l3ut feeing we are moft apt to turn Sedhious 

. vlhen any great .AtFd.ir of Government is car
l'}' irlg on, and feeing we are this Da y 1?Xet 
to give God 'Thanks and Praife for as gIo-

o rious a one as ever hefel thefe Nations; I 
can't think it impro.per to iliew you what 
::Behaviour would be moft ·.1ikeIy to keep up 
in us a. true Spirit of Loyalty on fuch oeca .. 
6011S. I' !hall therefore fhew, 

• 

I. T,hat .every· good Chriftian and Loyal 
Subiefr muft have a care of ExaHlining too 
nicely the ~ffairs of his Prince. . 

II ... - ... 
• 
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'iI. That if a Wife-man Was pretty, fure 
that fome part~. of the Publick Admimftratj-; 
pns would a(:hrut of better Management, yet 
iliould he be very carefitl how he exprefs'd 
fuch Sentiments; and in fuch cafes, never ftif-

. fer the Wifdom or Care of the Government - . . 

• 

to be the common Topicks .of Reflexion • 
• 

III. I Ihall point out the ReafoD why this 
Pl,lty is now fo much tranfgreifed by us. 

tv. I fhall make a general Application ,?f 
what has been faid, to the happy Occafion of 

. this Da y's Solemnity. . 

I. I am to fhew that every good Chriftian 
and loyal SubjeB: muft have a care of exami ... 
ning too nicely the Affairs of his Prince. 
. Curiofity is a Privilege of rational Beings; 

. and a necdfary Principle to engage them in 
fearching after Truth, conduCting all the 
P~lfts of Life clear of Sin and Folly: But 'tis 
a Misfortune common to this and all other 
excellent EndQwments, that the Abufe of 
them is attended with the molt dangerous 
Confequences. When the Faculties beftow'd _ 
for the Advantage and Ornament of Life are 
em loy'd to 'Purpofes very diftant £I'om the 
pe Ign of Providence, they are always the 
pccauon of Miftakes and ill Conduct. And· 
when the natural defire of Knowledge, which r ...... -. B 2 fhould 
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fhould be turn'd to the good Management 
of that Station in which every Man is pla
cecl, IS rilifapplv'd to Enquiries, in which we 
lia ve neither Obligation nor Abilities to be 
informed, befides the, Negle8: of that part 
committed to us, the Miftakes we cannot 
. but fall into about them, will be the natu
ral Cauft:;s of the greateft Diforders in pra-
Rice. An imprudent Curiofity is the COrtl

mon Fault of Mankind; the moft lofty and 
excellent things have not efcap'd its Influen
ces; nor js I-Ieaven fo high as to be free from 
the bold Attempts of vain and ralli Specula
tions: much lefs are the Powers below fecure -
from Examination and Cenfure. It cannot 
therefore be unneceffar· or unreafonable to 

. direR this Principle of lumane Nature,· and 
!hew how dangerous it is to examine too 
nicely into the Affairs of Our Prince. ' 

This will appear from thefe four Confide-
• ratIOns: 
1. Fron1 the Danger of becoming too wife 

in our o\vn Conceit ever to be thankful. 
-2. The Danger from our Ignorance. 
3. The Danger from our Paffions. .-
4. The Danger from Party. 
I. By this PraB:ice there is Danger of au. 

becoming toO wife in .our own Conceit eve·; 
to be thankful for any thing. 

It has been a common Obfervation, tl12· 
feveral, by fearching into the Laws of N~;,
ture, and canvaffing the Works of the Cr~ 

• • 

, atlo~ -• •• 
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ation, have almoft banif11'd a.ll Reverence to 
the Deity; and by too forward Ad vances. in 
Philofophy, ha ve engag'd themfe1ves in dan
gerous Scruples concerning the Attributes of 
God. . 

Others pretending Rea[on to be theil' 
Guide, and clear Idea's the only Ground of 
Affent, have been fo full of their own Abi
lities, that they would not allow God to be 
able to inform them, but have rai:i'd the 
Prerogative of Reafon, till Revdation has 
had no Authority with them. 

It is juft thus in Politicks; many amongft 
us have been fo long ballancing Kingdoms, 
and fearching into the Conftitutions of N a
rions, they fee fo clearly into the Interefis 
and Defigns of Princes, and have [ucll fure 
Forefight into th~ Events of Things, that 
they are too wife to credit our own Admi
niftrations, or have any Value for the Wif
dom of the Government. They are refly 
and unruly, bold and diiloyal in their Ex
preffions; and are al wa ys ordering things bet
ter than their Governours have done: They 
bufy themfelves in fpreading troublefome Re
ports, ftarting new Dangers, and in making 
the greateft Security look doubtful: They
pretend that the Interefr of tl~e Nation is at 
their Heart, that they fee impending ~uin, 
and are therefore forc'd, by all. the 'Iyes of 
natural and civil Duty, to gi~..-e the Alarm.~. 
Whereas the only Reafon is, the IVIea are 

B J Poli· 
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• 

• 



• 

6 ) 
Politicians, and full bf Affairs of State; ther 
ha ve often fetded the Intereft of Europe, and 
are only angry becaufe their own Schemei~ , 
negleB:ed. We naturally admire our own 
ProduB:; and be it· ne'er fo monftrous, it is 
ftill the Favourite nruc. This makes us tur
bulent and uneafy, :when things are not fqua .. 
red according to our own Plan, and the leaft 
Deviation from fuch imagina~y Lines is thoug~t' 
fufficiept matter of ComplaInt. Thus do we 
fit in Judgment upon the Prerogative, ar
raign the Royal' Power, and condemn an 
Aqthority that has no Superior but that of 
Heaven. 

A little Smattering in any Knowledge 
makes People pofitive and dogmatical; and, 
-inftead of forming any Soundnefs of J udg
ment, fiLls them with afT uming Airs and 
beadftrong Paffions. But this is no-where 
luore obfervable than in the Application of 
our Minds to Matters of State: Put but any 
jealous Surmife in our Heads~ and all the 

· ,Vifdom and Integrity of the Government 
vlill afford us no SatisfaB:ion; the little Dok 
of Politicks works us up into imaginary Fears: 
and we can have nO Ref1- for our mighty 

· Knowledge of things. Let us but read a 
l\1ap, and meafure the Situation of KiLlgdoms: 
~nd then we ar.e the only Judges of the Bal 
lanc:e of EuYo1'!e, . It is fu.ch Knowledge a~' 

"' this that nlakes up the W Ifdom of our mo·" 
" aern Pditicians~ , Do but trace the~r P" neafi'~ · ~. . ' ' . ..... . .. . . .i1~~~ 
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nefs to its firft Caufe, and you'll find it all 
owing to fome- groundlefs Whimfy that they 
imbib'd by chance. We m~y charge mofi: 
of our. Political Diforders upon this' Temper 
of Mind. We turn our Heads to the Affairs 
• 

of Nations, draw up bold Schemes of OUf: 
own, and then contend as fti1Ry for them as 
jf the, Government was upon our Shoulders" 
It is hard to fay, whether this PraEtjce be 
more COlnmon or more abominab'le; the 
rneaneft Mechanick dares pretend to be wi
fer than his Governours, and cenfure. the 
Proceeding~ of Crown'd Heads. No one's; 
Abilities are fomean, but he can fhew you 
fome Fa uIt in the Miniftry, or fome unha p
py Step in Her Majefty's Government, tholl 

in truth he be no more a cOlupleat J udg~ in 
thefe Matters, than. of how much Rain would 
be beft in every Seaton. 

But 'tis to no purpofe to tell them the dif~ 
Ference betWeen Prince and People, that there 
is a facred Reverence due to all the Royal 
Adminiftrations; for, alas! their Heads are 
fo turn'd with imaginary Draughts, and they 
have been fo long accuftom'd to be free with' , 
the Regal Power, that they look upon it to 
be as much their Bufinefs, as to fettle tneir 
private Accounts. The little pittance of 
Knowledge which they have pick'd up, ferve~ 
only' to fill their Heads with empty Cavil~, 
and juft qualifies them to raife an ObjeCtron. 
4nd yet they are [0 full of their mighty Dit: 

. -:a 4 ~overies, 
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coveries, that they will neither be eafy them"'; 
[elves, nor fufter other People to be fOe For, 
as their Ignorance hinders them from form
ing right Judgments, fo wi1~ their Pride 
make them' adhere to them: And then no 
fooner does the Government differ from them, 
but th~yare for making all differ from it. 
They then pretend to be good Patriots, to 
awake a d~eaming People, and are able to 
demonftrate, that the whole State is in dan
ger: 'Whereas the bottom of all this Remon
{trance and Complaint is only this, that they 
are fo full of their own Management, ~s to 
believe themfelves either more faithful or 
more skilful than thore who fit at the Helm. 
And that this is likely to .be the Effect of a 
familiar llxamination of our Governours Con
dua-, will appear if we confider, 

2. That the Subjetl: is in the greateft 
Danger of being led into Miftakes concern
ing them, becaufe they are generally igno
rant of the true Defigns of their Governours, 
and the true Springs and Reafons of their 
Actions. 

A little Confideration on the' Nature of 
Government, will eafily convince us, that 
the Subject is generally unqua!ify'd to judge 
well of the ConduCl of theIr Governour. 
T~lOfe whom Her MajeR-y ha~ no~ entruR-ed 
wIth any part 'of Her AuthorIty, ~re exc1u-

. ded from the Secrets of State, kept at a di
france from the Springs of Government, and 

confe-
• 

, 



, 
• 

• 

( 9 ) 
confequently are under a natural incapacity 
of judging of it exactly. They fee things 
only in part, confider their expediency with 
fome particular Regards, and then break 
out into indecent Behaviour becaufe the Go
vernment is wifer than themfelves. And 
yet that which feems not fo convenient to 
them, in that view which they are able to 
confider it, may appear the moil necelfary 
and defireable to thofe whom Wifdom and 
Integrity have recommended to an higher. 
Station. FOl; private Perfons take their 
views from wrong Points, and are placed at 
fuch a diftance from the Object, that they 
t:an hardly forbear judging of it otherwife 
than it is in it felf. And there maybe things 
of the greateft Moment and Reafons of State, 
which lye open to thofe entrufred with it, 
which yet to the generality of Mankind muft 
be as invifible as thofe Guardian Powers which 
carryon the Courfe of Nature. And as 
there are many Scenes of Providence, which 
~o our iliort knowledge of things may feern . 
grievous, and make us almoft doubt of the 
Goodnefs of God, which if we were tho
roughly inform'd of the Defign, End and ~e
ceffity of them, would make us confefs and 
·adore that unerring Wifdom, which ordereth 
all tpings for our good : 

So, in human Adminiftrations, we are apt 
fometimes to wonder at the Methods of OUf 

Governou(, and begin to queftion either his 
. .. .. . Wifdom. 
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Wifdom or his Care. We don't knm.v the 
meaning of this Step, or what's the defign of 
fuch an Expedient, and thin difturbf both our 
:leIves and. others, with ftrange Conjectures, 
fearful Profpeas of imaginary Dangers. 
Whereas did we but fee into die true State . . 

vf things, and had more extenfive Views, oUL 
rude unmannerly Cavils would be chang'd . 
into Sentiments of Love, Reverence and Ad-
•• • mlratlOn. 

. But if it be thus. very dangerous to con
cern ourfelves deeply in thefe Matters, be
caufe it's almoft impoffible but our Judg
ments muft be weak and ill-grounded, it 
is Hill of ·worfer Confequence, becaufe thefe 
Mitlakes wjll be heightened and enlarged, 
. 3. By the prejudice and violence of our 
Paffions . 
• 

The Affairs .of State are a large field of 
Gratifiq.tjon to ungovern'd Minds, there is 
[omethlhg to fhike in with all our Paffions, 
and catch every falfe bent of our Souls. Are 
we Self-conceited or Ill-natur'd, what more 
delightful Topick than to cenfU1~e the Wif
dom of the Government, and raife difcontent 
~mong the People? 'Tis a fweet Indulgence 
to fuch a Temper to profelyte the Multitude 
and head a Party of Malecontents. To 
wrangle and find fault are things pleafant to 
our Corrupted Natures, but to difgrace the 
Management of Princes, and prefcribe to 
w1;ole CoundIs of State, is the liigheft Satif..; 

.'. . ' . faUion 
" " . . -

, 
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faClU?n of an ung()vern'd Mind.· Are we dif
affeCted to Men in Power and Authority. 
Wh41t more plaufible pretence than for the 
Nations ood to calumniate and reproach 
their rno .. Undertakings? To con-
jure up s Fears, and fcatte' baie Jea-
loufies under the wifeft and fafeft Protection? 
To be a Proficient in fuch Mifchief as this, is 
like lbaring the Government, and fwells Peo
ple with their own Authority. A Man grows 
great in hi. own Eyes by ferting himfelfagainft 
the fupream Power, and deems it no fmall 
Grandeur to be thus undutiful. To find out 
a blemifh in a glorious Charaaer, and fix ill 
ConduCl: upon renown'd Adminiftrators, is 
pleafure and fatisfaClion to a rnbitious Spirits. 
It carries a femblance ofWifdom to fee further 
than our Governours, and of great Integrity 
to undeceive a blinded People. . 

To appear importantly uneafie, ta be 
frighttd a r the Pu blick Ad minifi-rations, and 
feern burthen'd with National Care, has 
help'd many Man to make a figure. Who. 
has not feen a fort of People that forgetting 
every natural Duty of Life, every Office of 
their own Province continually £I'crting at the 
Powers in being? They may rage and'refent 
and it's the }latri<?t Spirit; be turbulent and 
and uneafie, and its State-W ifdom; be malici
ous and ill·natur'd and its true Integrity, am' 
defame the Government for meer National 
~afutr· 

Thu~ 
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Thus may all our bafe Paffions be here dif
play'd under' fpecious colours, and we may 
get Reputation and Credit for· daring to be 
Wicked. . 

• 
It is an eafie thing to contrive Schemes to 

advance ourfelvC?s, and then ·call every thing 
that obftrufrs them, Popery and Slavery. To 
abufe and difgrace the Government, becaufe 
we have no private Ends that we can make 
of it. 1ezebel with a feign'd Piety proclaim'd 
a Fait, but it was for Naboth's Vineyard; fo 
many amongft us publifh pretended Con
cerns for the Nations Safety, but were there 
not fome fruitful Vineyard which they want
ed, they would no more appear in the Care 
of their Country, tha.n 'Jezebel in the Caufe 
of Piety. But as this meddling with the 
Affairs of State, is likely to De thus dange
rous and ..linful fr9mthe force of our Paffions, 
fa fuaU we find a much greater panger frill to 
come, if we confidet·, 

3. The Biafs of Party • 
. Befide.s the common violence of our ordi

nary Paffions, there are Men who have got 
a fet of Paffions to indulge, which have no 
foundation either in.Nature or Reafon, but 
are the refult of faCtious Principles. They 
have added to the common Corruptions of 
human Nature, fown frelh Seeds of Vice, 
and acquir'd new ways of Sinning. They 
are trained up by the force of Principle and 
,he inftina of Party, to reject every thing 
. " .. that's 

• 
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that's Good, queftion every thing that's Sa
'ered, cavil at every thing that's Wife, and 
re'proach every thing thaf's Honourable. 
TIrey are bred up in Doctrines that are fo 
adapted to our Corrupted Paffions, that they 
raife a kind of Enthufiafm in the dul1eft 
Mortals, thofe' that . would ha ve fcarce 
warmth enough from Nature to raife one 
vigorous Paffion, are by this Spirit thrown 
into unnatural Heats, and rais'd above them
felves. They are no longer what Nature 
defign'd them, but by an envenom'd Tem
perament breath forth nothing but heat 
and fury. Hoifted by ftrange ftarts of V io
Ience, they become the fport of Paffions, 
and defcribe a Lite lefs amiable than Storm 
and Tempeft. 

The Whifpers of this Party-Spirit rouzes 
their attention like the V oice of an Ora
cle, they liften with eagernefs, and obey with 
fury. 

It fits fuperiour in their Souls, commands 
the fprings of Aaion, and gives direction 
to every Power of Nature. Neither their 
Eyes, nor their Ears, nor their Thoughts' 
ha ve any freedom, but in fpight of all the 
common Senfe of Mankind, they muft See 
and Hear, Dream and Rave, juft as this 
Spirit pleafes to direct them. They muft 
Love as it Loves, Fear as it Fears, and fol. 
low its Guidance thro' all the blind Mazes of 
Error and DiftraEHon. 1 t's moft exra vagant 
. Humours 

. . 
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Humours are dearer to them tha·n the Doctrines 
. • T • • 

0f Life, and they embrace with ficrcenefs 
eve!'y ri~iculous 'YhirtJp~ that has its St~mp. 
If Ifs raifed by thIS SPlrlt they fall down and 
wodhip it,. the dear notion lies warm at 
their lIearts,' aI}.d they'll . fpare no pains in 
its defence. There is no putting the Princi
ples of Religion or Confcience in their way, 
they drive on trium.phant in Zeal, harden'd 
?gainft all Advice, and deaf to. the very 
Thunder of Heaven. They run Into every 
Ihapeof Madnefs, and jump at any new Ab
furdity that this ~pidt can inftruB: them 
·with. It can make them rail and cry out at 
the greateft Blefftngs,' and murmur at the 
faving hand of Providence, nay, fuch is its 
Power, that under its influence .they will 
hug their' Misfortunes, contend for Ruin, 
and pant after the f(tvereit Curfes. 

It is not what Religion cqmmands, what 
Loyalty fe.quires, what Honour teaches, or 
what the Publick Good calls for, but what 
will gratifie the furious Spirit, that engages 
their Z~al, and k-eeps up their PaffioI.ls. 

A Faoatick Imp€tuofity has ufurp'd their 
Souls, and then no wonder that the Govern· 
ment is too Wire and Sober to be admir'd by 
them. 
. A Soul thus deftroy'd by feditjous· Schemes,: 

is not to be affected with the Goodnefs Or' 
Neceffity of any thipg; the dear Faajo~ is 
more precious than Life, more fear'd ~h~n 

. . - God, 
• 

• 

• 
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God~ more honoured than the King. 'Ti.,s 
a miferabie Sight to behold a rational Crea~ 
ture thus over-run with Wildnefs, faUying 

. out of his own Sphere, devoid of Relt, an<l 
perverfe to every Ble1fing of Life. His So~l 
that fhould be putting ou. the Orname~ 
of a meek ,and quiet Spirit, is labouring in 
impertinent Care, itudying Diforder, an4-
enflaming Animofities and Difcontent. 

But here I muft beg leave to obftrve, that 
thefe are now a-days our blefs'd Political 
Reformers, that cry out of a greatly fal1ing 
State, juft as the dizzy Head fancies all fwims 
round about it. Thefe are our warm Stu
dents in State-Affairs, that would have us 
fear as much the Bleffings of Peace, as the 
Miferies of a Plague; but their Judgments 
may then be admitted for good, when the 
Blind can fee and the Deaf hear. . 

FOIjalas! fuch deluded Bi,gots can no mor~ 
relifh the Happinefs of a welJ..order'd State,. 
where Truth, and Peace, and J uftice flou~ 
riD1, thfn Slaves to Sin could tafre the Feli
city of Heaven. The Faculties mufr be pre
par'd, the Senfes in tune, and irregular De
fires dropp'd, before we can enjoy the Hap
pinefs of any State. And as the Beatifick 
Vifion would be matter of Torment to im
pure Spirits, fo rna y the glory of a profperous 
State caft gloom and defpair on its factious 
Members. Let them therefore be afbamed 
of fueh vilible Grimace as to charge their 

feditiOUi-
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feditions Refentinents upon their Care for 
the Publick, when 'tis too notorious, that 
they are almoft diflrafred at the common 
Profperity, and ready to gnafh their Teeth 
to fee us Flourifh in fpight of all their wicked 
Endeavours to the cOiItrary~ 

When therefore they court us out of love td 
Our felves, to quit the mean ferenity of Peace 
for the glorious noife of War, we Ihall bid 
them look at Satan raging with defpair and 
anguilh at the fight bf Man in Paradife, and 
remember that their care for us, is like thai 
Hellifb Kindnefs which perf waded the happy 
Innocent to eat in order to be a God~ 1 have 
now ihewn how dangerous it is for private 
Perfons to meddle with the Affairs of Go
vernment, from feveral Confiderations. Firjf; 
Becaufe fuch a Prafrice is apt to make us too 
,vife in our own Conceit, ever to be thankfuI.I 
$econdly, That there is Danger from our Ig
norance. Thirdly, From the Prejudice of Paf. 
flons. Fourthly, From the Biafs of Party. This 
was the firft thing I propounded. _ 

I come now to my 2d general Head i 
namely'., to fhe\t that if a Wife Man was 
pretty [ure that fome parts of the Publick 
Adminiftrations would admit of better Ma-

o nagement, yet fbould he be very careful how 
he exprefs'd his Sentiments in fuch Cafes, and 
fuffer neither the W ifdom, nor the Care of 
the Government, to be made the Common 
Topicks of RefleCtion.. 00 
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We have fllewn how, very Dangerous it is 
for private Men to concern' themfeIves in 
Matters of State, becaufe'they 1}7e under fo 
many Incapacities of making right Judg
ments. But however, let us for once fuppofe 
them as Wife as they are in their own Eyes, 
and that they really fee farther into things 
than thofe that fit at the Helm, yet is it un
juflifiable to expofe the Failings and le1Ten 
the Credit of the Royal Protefrion. 

I ihall fhew the Sinfulnefs of this Prafrice, 
upon thefe Two Accounts, 

1ft, As it's a Breach of Humanity. 
2 diy, As it's, Defrruaive of the Ends of 

Government. 
1ft, As it's a Breach of Humanity. 
It is an indifpenfable Gofpel-Duty, that 

we fpeak Evil of no Man, but with a kind 
Concern conceal the Slips and Infirmities of 
our Neighbour. 

If then this Charitable Tendernefs be due 
to the meaneft Peafant, and we can't expofe his 
Weaknefs .. without a Breach of Duty; how 
much more is fuch Behaviour due to the 
Sacred Perfon that reprefents the Authority 
of Heaven? 

If Charity muIt think no Evil, but be~r 
all things, believe all things, hope all things, 
and endure aU things; can Loyalty be lefs 
patient, lefs humble, lefs eafie, or lefs fubmif
fi \Te? It would be ftrange Madnefs to ima
gine that thofe in Authority are debarr'd the 

C Treat.., 
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Treatment, to which the, reft 9f Mankind 
are entitled by the Laws of Humaaity ; or 
that w:hat is Sinful towC!.rds our Neighbour, 
is not more exce~ding Sinful when aaed 
.againft 'our Soveraign. The Eminence of 
Station to which. Princes are ex~lted, and 
the numerous Ad vantages owing to their 
ProteClion, require. fo great degrees of Re
fpeB: and. Reverence, that to publifh theil" 
Mifcarriages, is ,"vorfe than expofing a Fa.
ther~s Nakednefs. And he that dares think 
of fuch Perfons but as other Men, is fcarce 
lefs abfurd, than they who held them to be 
real Gods. . 

To do to others as we defire to be us'd 
our [elves, is one of the Fundamental Arti
cles of Natural Religion; and upon this 
Principle it is, that all Mankind lie under 
an Obligation to mutua.11y conceal and pafs by 
Infirmities and Mifcarriages. 

It is impoffible in any Station of Life to 
be free from them, and unlefs mutual For
bearance, charitable Conilru8:ion, and a for
giving .Temper concur to heal the Breaches 
that human Infirmity is always making in 
the focial Duties, So-ciety could never have 
been maintain'd, or the Comforts of it en-
joy'd by Mankind. . 

N ow in the exalted parts of Lire, the 
greateil Difficulties are found, to exercife the 
Wifdo!TI, Courage and Integrity, of thofe 
\vliom Providence has placed tbere. And 

accord-
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accordingly the reateft Abilities can 110 more 
be fuppofed to e free from Mifcarria es in 
thofe nice and important Affairs, w:Nic be
long to the higheR: Station, than meaner 
Capacities in a lower Scene. And therefore 
to watch the Steps of the Magiflrate, and 
remark his Slips with a malicious Care, is 
againft the Common Laws of Humanity. 

But how much higher does it make there . ~ 

Duties of Love and RefpeB: arife, wJ?en we 
confider our Prince as receiving his Authority 
from God, and commiffion'd to govern in 
his Name? For, can we imagine that God's 
Vicegerent, to whom he has committed the 
Protection and Government of art of the 
Creation, may be treated with t le le~ft de ... 

. gree of DifrefpeCl:? Sacred is the Perfon; 
and inviolable his Power, who· is fo imme ... 

. , diately the Minifter of qod, the great and 
awful Inftrument of Providence for the g 
of Mankind. And we might as humbly 
pretend to find fault with Providence it: 
felf; and queftion ·the Juftice and Wifdom of 
God, when our Condition is not fo good as 
we could willi, as to make bold with his 
Reprefentative, and cenfure every Action of 
his which we J u'dge not for our good.' 
Thus to infult the Throne, is building a fe ... 
cond Babel, and will be accounted War with 
Heaven, 

• 
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. : 2dly, This prafrice of Difparaging the Go
vernlnent, is DdhuClive of the Ends of Go-

• vernment. 
One great fupport of Authority, is the 

refpeCl: which the Perfons, who are invefted 
with it, maintain in the Opinion of l\-lankind. 
Now per[onal Excellencies and Abilities as 
naturally make them confiderable, as notori
ous failings, and follies bring them into Con
tempt. 'Tis therefore an Injury very diffi
.cult to rep2.ir, to expofe the iU ConduCt of 
any. one, becaufe it either viIJifies the Wif
dom, 'or brings in qu~fiion the Honefry of 
the Accu[ed, and defervedly leaves upon the 
Authors of it, the CharaCl:er of bad ChriHi
ans, and bad Neighbours. But when the 

, Condua of Princes is affaulted with Cen
fure and' Reproach, thofe concerned in it, 
mutt be accounted the worft of SubjeCl:s: 
Becaufe the Suprea,m Authority by fuch 
PraClice is weaken'd, and its Commands re
ceived with DifrefpeCl. 

The A uthority of Princes, 'tis true, is . 
founded in their Commiffion from God, and . 
Obedience is a neceifary Duty of the Subjea: 
But this Obligation cannot be fuppofed to 
have a greater Influence in this Cafe, than I 
in other infiances of ChriHian Duty; and: 

bellion rna y fometime or other prove as 01'

~ dinary and common, as the Breach of any' 
. J)uty 
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Duty of the Go[pel. The Laws inde~d of all 
Government, . provide ~gajnfr Difobedience by 
the greateft Penalties, and Princes have i~l . 
their Hands fufficient ower to inflict· thole 
Punifl1ments; but jf th~. S~irit of Cen[ut"e, 
and Calumny, and fedltlOJlS Remonfhance 
againit them be rais'd, and d iffu[e its felf 
thro' the Body of the People, the Hands. of 
the Prince m uft be too weal\: to execute the 
Laws upon filch numerous Offenders. The 
Authors therefore and Encouragers qf bold 
and llanderous Refleetions upon their Rulers, 
take the readieft way to ruin their Authority, 
endanger their Perfons, and bring the Cala
mities of War and BlQod111ed upo~ a Nation. 
And altho' they do not --take up Arms againft 
their Governors, yet are they the Encoura
gers of Faction) the Trumpeters of Sedition, 
and the A uchors and I\1aintainers of tha t 
Fire, which unlcfs kd by the fuel of De£1.
mation and Libel, would neither at firft have 
broke out into a Flame, nor continued Raging 
to the Defolation of tbc Publick.· Surely 
therefore they are \\rithout UnderItandin:::, 
that thus work Wickccinefs, that labour to 
betray their Pellow-SubjeEts into Ruin and 
Mifery, and make Profelytes to Rebellion; 
that fow the Seeds of Difquiet, and work up 
Mens l\1inds into fuch imaginary Fears, till 
they Dr,cad their own Sovereign in Peace, more . 
than the cl"uelieft Enemy in War. But per
Ilaps a Perfon can plainly demonftrate, that 
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the Government is not fo Wife as it might 
be. What then? Is he by, bringing down 
its Authority, and; making People weary and 
impatient under it, as Dutiful as he fbould be? 
Is he not both by Birth and Condition a 
SubjeCt, where then is his Duty in repining, 
or the Propriety of his meddling 'with the 
Adminiftrations of Government. For,an en
tire Submiffion, an humble Acquiefcence is 
as much his Duty, as 'tis that of his Prince 
to govern well. Loyalty and Obedience are 
butmeer Names, if as often as we difiike 
we may reproach the Gpvernment. If every 
vain Dreamer may fancy ftrange'profpecrs 
of Danger, and then accufe and afperfe the 
prefent Safety. But he will fay, how can 
any Englilh Heart be unconcern'd, if he faw 
the whole Nation fal1in~ into Ruin: Alas! 
vain Man, how could any Chriftian Soul be 
unafRiEted, if a Plague was fent am01Jgft us ? 
butmuft he therefore raife a Party againft 
Heaven, and teach People to murmur at 
Provjdence? No" moft furely. His AfIlitii
on muft be exercis'd in a patient SubmilIion, 
and his Mourning break forth in Humility. 
He muft feek for Help, not by paffionate Re
fentments, but in Meeknefs, by Supplications 
and- Prayers, ' that God would pleafe either to 
djvert or fanaify the common Calamity. 
Thus m uft we obey both God and our 
Qpeen, if we defire to be either Religious 

• 
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aa· the meek and quiet part, and ·be'calmand 
patient, if not thankful for ev.ery ¥ethod of 
Protection. For 1 no Mifrnanagemegr ,can 
cancel the Duties of Allegi9-nce and Refpecl, 
or make it paI'donable to [peak Evil- of fuch 
Authority. ". 

But we are bound by the' firi8:eB: Ties, as 
Men, Chrifrian~, and Subjects, to do. all W(;! 
can to keep both our [elves and others £i'om 
every dilloyal Thought, Word or Action. 
FOl~ it plainly appears, th:1t to Difpa:rage our 
Rulers and leeren their Authority, isa J3reach 
of the Laws of Humanity, and DeihuEtive 
to the Ends of Government. -But I can't , 

Ieav(;! this :Head, without befeeching m·any 
of us to look to ourfelves in this Point. For; 
it muft be fpoken to Our Shame, that there 
is nothing more common amongft u?, than 
the Difparaging of Government. We faU 
rudely upon the Roy-al Adminiftrations, and 
boldly queftion and difpute the Wifdom of 
every ftep of Government. Nay, we work 
our Brains, and are even, uneafie, till we 'can 
.IJ;lake out a Fault. .To ,ftudy and expofe 
Failings in the Publick Management, is as 
ufual a.Method of Signalizing our Sagacity, 
as'tis for the Critick to labour at a fine Piece, 
tpl ~e has dill:inguifh'd himfelf .either by 
findmg or maklng a Blunder. 'T1S a melan;.. 
cfioly. Task to defcribe the \Vorkings of d!is 
bafe Spirit of State-Criticiiin. Whilft the 
Learned W 0rld has but here and there a 
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Genius that pretends he was made on pur
pofe . to find Fault with Homer and PirKi!. 
The. Political State fwarms with- an Infinity, 
that aa as 'if they were Born for no other 
End thin to' fi eak Evil of Princes.. It is 
now, that almo! every third Perfon you meet 
comes loaded with Schemes and Demonftra
tions that the Government is contriving 
your Ruin, that you are loft to all Human 
l~eans, and that nothing but a Miracle can 
fa ve you. They. haunt and torment with 
new'Difcoveries, and will allow you neither 
Senfe nor Reafon, unlefs, with them, you'll de
fpife the Wifdom, and dilhuft the Care of the' 
Government. But let filch Mifcreant Heads 
tremble at impending Thunder; let thenl 
know,. that he who is God above, is Prince 
below; .and that to Reproach Her- who Reigns 
on Earth, is to Infult that Majefty which 
Reigns in Heaven. Let them know, that t6 
bear about Evil Reports, and raife Difcon
tent in the Subjefr, is as far from true Loy
alty, as carrying Arms, and heading Troops 
of Rebels; and th:n they who fo refifi", Ihall 
receive to themfelves Damnation. 

There are lio'Sins ,:vhich betray a more 
profligate Mind, or call for greater Venge
ance than our rude Infults, our feditious Be
haviour towards our Sovereign. To lefTen 
her Authority, to difgrace her Government, 
and teach her People to murmur againft her, 

or -
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for Mountains to fall on tU, and Sed5 to cover tI!. 
'TwjJl be a fad moment when the Diforders 
of a FaCtion llJall be laid t~ our Charge, 
when Troops of Malecontents Than make us 
anfwer for their Sins, and we mufi bear the 
Punifhment of ' a Seditious Nation! when the 

reat tremendous Judge of all the \-Vorld 
all lay before us our refilefs Heats, and re

bellious Murmurings againfi our Gover-
nours! when he ihall vindicate the Honour 
of injur'd Majefty, and lay to OUi" Charge 
this fad Ag ravation, that whatever we have 
done again! our Prince, we have done it 
againft him! Will it then _be any Pleafure to 
remember the furious Scene of Lite? Any 
Satisfaaion to recoIlefr the Triumphs of Ini
quity? Will it then be any Joy to look back 
upon the paffionate unruly Part we have 
aaed, what Diiloyalty 'we have taught OilL' 

Brethren, what Trouble and Care we have 
occafion'd our Sovereign? \-V ill it be any 
Comfort to review the fraudulent Arts of 
FaEtion, the deceitful Clamours of Party? 
No, no; as well might Satan rejo ce that lIe 
made War with Heaven, as file 1 unhappy 
Wretches for carrying on /a Faaion againH: 
their Governours. 

But feeing, as it plainly appears, the fpeak
ing Evil of Government, and cenfuring its 
ConduCl, is fo great a Breach of the Laws 
of Humanity, fo inconfiftent with the End 
of Government, and confequently fo deftru
~ive ~<? ~l~e Peace of Society, I fllall 3. 
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~. Enquire very brieRy into the C,mfe of 
this fo abominaple Practice, and why it <;.omes 
to be now the common Fault of almolt an 
degrees of Men amongft us. 

A little Obfervation on the Workings of 
human Nature, will inform -us, that then~ 
are certain V ices, as well as Virtues, that 
hang together as it were in a Chain,. and are 
Iink'd by an infeparable Union. Plant but 
fuch Roots, and you may depend upon yOUL" 
Fruit; for" neither Grapes grow on Thorns, 
nor Figs on Thiftles. But if the Tree may 
be known by its Fruit, we need not look 
long for the Root of thefe rebellious Branch
es. They certainly fpring £I·om thefe two 
fundamental Errors, that ha ve of late been 
improved and propagated with no common 
Ind and Artifice. 
I.' Princes have all their Authority 

from the People. 
2. That they may be refifted and depos'd 

upon occaGon. 
. I i11all not [pend any time in proving the 
Falfity and Bafenefs of tht;!!e Propolitions, this 
being already as fufficiently prov'd, by many 
,\vordlY Divines. of our Church, as any Ar
ride of the Chriftian Faith: I fhall only at 
prefent obfervf!, how deftruCIive they are to 
the Peace of Society, and how naturally t!ley 
lead their Profdfors intO rude, reftleis, and 
diHoyal Behaviour towards Government. 

• • 
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I might appeal to univerfal Experience 

that fuch and fuch a Praaice has always gone 
along with fuch a Set of Principles, and that 
they who have held wrong Notions of Sove
raignty, have never £'1il'd to be as blameable 
in their Condua. And tho' it often happens 
that People aCt: !hort of good Principles, yet 
is it feldom or ever known they live better 
than they believe. For) as good Principles 
have the Corruptions of our Nature, the 501-
licitations of ill· Men, and the Temptations 
of the Devil to contend with; fo are all thefe 
on the fide of bad ones, which l1lal;:~s their 
Influence too powerful not to be obey'd. 
. And as Experience teftifies; that they who 
imbibe fuch abfurd and unchriftian DoCtrines
are always Defpifers of Majefiy, and averit 
to the meek and gentle Duties of religious 
Loyalty; fo does Reafon teach us, that fuch 
Behaviour is the natural and neceIfary Refult 
of their Principles. 

He that holds his Prince to ha ve all l1is 
Authority from the People, muft fecretly de
ride the Name of Majefiy, and laugh at the 
empty Title of Supream: For) what is it but 
Pageantry and Mock-Honour, for a Being to 
Lord it over his Mafters, and pretend to go
vent them from w hOln he derives all his 
Power of Government ? Was the· Potter to 
make his Veifel to Supream Honour, and 
then c'all it his Soveraign Lord, he would juft 
regard it as the Man efteems his Prince that 

he 
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Ile knows is out a Creature of his own. It 
is indeed abfolutely impoffible, in the very 
nature of things, to keep up any inward Re-· 
verence, or awful Regard for the Preroga
tive, whilft we derive it from fo mean an 
Original. Such People may approach the 
'l~hrone with Titles of Gracious Soveraign, 
and Serene Majefty, and ·be mighty dutiful 
fo long as they flJine with its Brightnefs, or 
govern unrler its ProteEtion; but no fooner 
does the Being begin to aa· as if it was a 
Prince, or its Prerogative real, but the Pa
geantry is difcover'd, the Plot unraveIl'd, and 
the Sceprred Majefty dwindled into a State
Machine. Thus a Perfon that believes Chri
ftianity to be founded on fecular Policy, may 
be a grea t Devoto w hi 1ft he rea ps the Bene
fits of its Influence; but no fooner do~s it clan1 
with his Intereit, and obftruEl: his worldly De
figns, but he pul1s off his Mask, and lets you 
know) that this or any other Religion has all 
its Obligations from the Confent of the Peo
pIe; . that i10ne ought to be encollrag'd any 
longer than it's fubfervient to our Intereft; 
and, that no one is oblig'd to ferve God for 
nought. Thus do falfe Notions concerning 
the Origin of Religion and Government, 
equally deftroy all true Piet~ towards ~od, 
and Loyalty towards our' Prmce. In eIther 
cafe we nlall live as falfe as we believe; it 
being, molt certain, that every Error in Faith 
is a Foundation of ,erroneou'i Praaice. If 

we 
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we look upon Soveraignty to be only a State
Thing drefs'd up with Grandeur; to ferve a 
Turn, a Contrivance of human Wit, our
Obedience will rife no higher than Formali
ty and Grimace, and we ll1alI be only occa
fional Confurmifts to a little outward Cere
mony: But we fhall be Strangers to thofe 
1m premons of A we and Veneration, that 
profound RefpeEt and humble Deference 
which make up the Beauty and Comelinefs 
of Loyalty. And indeed it would be very 
ftrange if we fhould not, that ,ve 1110uld put 

. a Being in a Station to execute our Orders, 
wait our Demands, and then be terrify'd 
,vith its Grandeur, that we lliould tremble 
at the Executioner of our own Plea.{ure, and 
dread a Power that is derived from us. This 
Doctrine makes Government, at the beft, to 
be but a ufeful piece of empty Pomp, and 
expofes the fubrniffive and gentle Virtues of 
Obedience as ridiculous and abfurd. It digs 
up the very Roots of every dutiful AffeCli
on, and takes a wa y . the Founda tion of all 
virtuous and Loyal Behaviour. They there
fore that maintain it, ought no . more to be 
entrufted with the Interefrs of Princes, than 

. Atheifts with the Care of Religion; wh~n 
the latter can approach the Altar \vith De
votion, then rna y the former addrefs the 
Throne with Loyalty. 

Tlie other fundamental Error which I am 
to ~ke notice of, as having the {arne perni-
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~.ious Effect upon Otlf Manners, is that of 
Refifting am! Depofing OUI· Prince.. Now 
befides the Wickednefs of this Principle, 
whenever it leads us into Afrion, it has this 
farther Aggravation, that it always keeps Us 
in a bafe Temper, and iU-difpofed towards 
our Governour. It is a Seditious Root. that 
:is conftantly lbooting forth Branches of Per
verfenefs, that overfpreads the Soul with 
mafterlY'and infulting Paffions, and makes us 
uncapable of performing an humble Obedi .. 
ence to our Sovepaign. It it attended with a 
profligate Boldnefs, that's too proud to Obey, 
too hardned to Fear, and thoughtlefs enough 
to attempt any thing. It unprepares a Man 
for any thing that's Loyal, unhallows the 
Breaft where it harbours, and fpirits up Dif
order and Rebellion. It's as contrary to a 
true Senre of Majefiy, and the Dignity of 
Regal Power, as Darknefs is to Light. The 
Prerogative has nothing of Grandeur or Au
thority, nor will any Enfigns of Majefty 
command an awful Efteem, when it's made 

they pleafe~ The Sacred Per on IS only 
cloath'd with Majefty, as with their Livery, 
and may be ftript at their Difcretion. Ac
cording to this T~net, Human Life may he 
compar'd to a Thea.tre, where the Majefty 
of Kings and Queens ftrikes no Terror on 
thofe~hataa thecontr~ry part. 

Tho 
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The Men of this Stamp can have no more 
Regard for their Soveraign than any other 
Perfon employ'd in their Service, they having 
nothin to ground their RefpeC1 upon, but 
the Ju gment they make of his performing 
his part well; fo that they can only love and 
refpefr him for the bulk of the Service he 
does them. He has no Title to his Place but 
Merit, and no Title to Merit but what they 
pleafe to allow him. They are committed 
to his Care, juft as a Servant is entrufted 
with the Government of his Mailer; fo long 
as he fhikes in with thfdr Inclinations, and 
execute~ their Pleafure, he rna y be cal1'd Su
pream, and fit in a Throne; but jf he dares 
to reject their fantaftick Defigns, he rna y be 
brought as a Criminal to an ignominious 
Block, and fall a bloody Sacrifice to his of
fended Lords. 

For, every Step of Government that does 
not gratify fuch People, puts them upon the 
thought of Change, or at leaft of r~priman
ding Majefty into better Behaviour. This 
difcretionary Power keeps them always rea ... 
d y charg'd for Attack; they are tender of ill 
Ufage, and ever dreaming of the Liberty of 
the Subjeet. By knowing they may Refift, 
they are always ready, and watching the' 
occafion, and may be truly call'd a Handing 
Army difciplin'd by Pri.Qciple to awe the Pre-

• 
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This rna y fuffice to lhew how natural1y 

thefe Principles difpofe 'us to rude and info
lent Behaviour towards Government. 

I have now gone through the chief part 
of my Defign, and have laid before you the 
feveral Reafons why everJ: .good SubjeCl 
:fhould have a care of exammmg too nicely 
the Condua of his Prince; I. Left he be
come too wife in his own Conceit ever to be 
thankful or pleas'd with any thing; 2. Left 
he diilike things through his Ignorance, the 
Violence of Pa.ffi.ons~ or the Byafs of Party. 

. I have likewife made it appear, that though 
,:ve could really difcover a F1a w in the Con
duct of our Governour, that to publi1b fuch 
Mifmanagement, raife Difcontent in the Sub
ject, and leifen the Credit and Authority of 
our Soveraign, is a Practice wicked and abo
minable, contrary to the Laws of Humanity, 
and deftructi\"e of the Ends of Government, 
and the Peace and Welfare of Society. I have 
alfo enq uir'd how the difparaging and fpeak
ing evil of Government, comes to be the fa
fhionable Iniquity of thefe prefent Times, 
and have' found it to arife from fome rebel
lious Principles, concerning the Origin and 
Nature of Government •. 

• 

I come now, in the Iaft place, to make a 
general Application of what has been faid to 
the happy Occafion of this Day. 

As 
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4.s the beft ofR~l;gio~s has q~el1 alwa, s 

it th~ c;:Q~n).on -Fa1:~ 'of theQeft of Gov~rn
mcn,(s, '.to be w:e~kened with Sedition. The 
happi~1.i l~itutions, whether Sacred or Ci
viI,' though nev.cr fo divine and exce~lent" 
have bee,n always, by l1.umbers of People, 
oppos'd, a~cus'd, ,c;L;vd condemn'd, with the 
moit pa$.on~~e ,Abhorrence. No wonder 
the,n .tbat the fame Spirit of Error ihoulcI 
be d,~fcoJlten,t at the Bleffings of Pea~e .. 
_~Peace! which nothing but the moft 
confummate Wif<;Iom, and labodous Care, 
blefs'd with P~~)Vidence, could have ro
cur~dus. A Peace ! which if we con lder 
~ .. ~ . . , . , 

how lJlpch it 'V(iS wanted, the mofr fea
Jopa'b.l(,'!; if how little expeEted, the moft 
joyful; jf how well manag'd, ~he mqft 
pr9f1~able; if how inl,1ch oppos'd, the moil: 
f\lc,<;~fsfpl; th~t ,eVer Nation had to glo~y 
of. A Peace! which refi'ores us to all the 
H~ppin~1s 'which" equitG,lble Laws, a hea
vevly Religion, liberal Arts, a rich Soil, 
k;n.d Clima(:e, .skilful In~uftry, and ffou
riihing Trade, can give us~ A Peace ! 
whether we confider the Royal Heart th~t 
cqntriv'd and q.nifh'd :t, or the f~ithf~.ll 
Labo!J.fs of her wife and trufty Minifters, 
has fuch ~ndearing Circumfbpces. fuch 
ma~ter f?r Joy 4pd qrat.itude, that it's 
amazing there fhould be any found fo 

D hardy 
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hardy as to cavil at it. But it is pre
tended, that the Terms are Difadvantage
ous, and that we had it in our Power to 
have made the· Enemy fubmit to better. 
Now here let thefe knowing Men anfwer 

· ferioufly to thefe Queflions. Are they not 
. of the number of thofe, who have been fo 

· long managing the Affairs of Nations, that 
: they are too wife in their O\\Tn Conceit to 

be pleas'd or thankful for any thing? That 
have concerned' themfelves fo much with 

· the Government, that they can't bear to be 
.. Governed? Are they not fuch, as being ex-
· eluded from any fbare in the Publick Ad-
· miniftrations, are under a natural Incapa

city of keing into the true flate of Things? 
· That from little Scraps of falfe Knowledge, 

take' upon them to abufe Schemes con" 
· triv'd and manag'd with the highefl Wif
.' dom and Integrity? Or farther, Are they 

not of that fort, whofe mutinous Paffions 
win not fuffer them to be eafy and con
tent, or approve things that are excellent.? 
A re they not fo fond of fome imaginary 

. Draught of their own, that they would 
rather facrifite their Country, than have 
its Happinefs owing to a contrary Scheme? 
Does not this make them unthankful un
der the greateft Bleffings, repine at Hap
pinefs, and ready to curfe a ProteCtion 
that's thruit upon them? Have they not 

. . filCh 
• 

• 
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{uch Prejudice againft Men in Authority,' 
as may difcolour their wifeft Actions, and 
make them uneafy under their moil pro
fperous Conduct? Or, laftly, Are they not 
deep in a Party, and fo like or diflike, ;uft 
as that Spirit directs them? Are they not 
forc'd by the Power of Principle, to refufe. 
Happinefs £I'om fuch Hands, and condemn 
their Proceedings whether right or wrong? 
If thefe Men will fay, they have neither 
Ignorance, Paffions ~ or Party, to hinder 
them . from being good J ud es of thefe 
Matters, they can't expea to .e believed; 
and fo long as they are under fuch Impedi~ 
ments, they ought not to expect their Judg
ments fhould be regarded: Nay, they 
ha ve no Right to any more Candour and 
Civility, than thofe, 'who either to advance 
fund Schemes of their own, or gratifj: 
their impure Lufts, difpute the Providence 
of God, and would perfwade us to Lhrow 
off the Burthen of Religion. . 

In filort, either this Affair of Peace is 
manag'd to the beft. Advantage, or .it is' 
not; if it is, then let thofe who dare mur. 
mur at it, look to themfelves: Better' were 
it for them that a Mill-Jone were tied about .' 
their Ne~k, and they 'Jvere caH- into the Sea, 
than to live difturbing Society, and pre
venting the Bleffings of the \Vifeft Con-' 
dua. Thus to reward the Wifdom and 

D 2 Care 
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C~i1~e of oUr ·gracious Sovereign,' to frand 
perverf¢ly Dent agamfr liCr Kindnefs, and 
riot fiiffer her f9 make us. ha ppy, is a Pra
[tice that ,will' fadly fill 4pthe Me~fure of 
o-nr Iniquity, ?I1d make our Condition like 
that 6f Tyre p:nd· Sidon .. .. 

And .if if is:not manag~dto the heft Ad
vaiitage~ yet is it no lefs "finful, . to reproach 
i~;. ana teach. People to be uneafi and reff ... 
Iefs l~rider it. For, we havt: rna e it plain
If appearurider our, fecond general Head, 
tJiat to fpeal{ Evil of Princes, and weaken 
tliliir . A tith6rjty by blaming their Conc1 ufr. 
ilia direfr Violation of the Laws of Hu-

• • • 

~,~tnity, deftruaive of, the .Ends of Go .. 
vernment, .arid the Peace of Society. So 
that if we fhould grant that which no
t}ling but Ignorance, Paffion, or Party 
WOuld fuppofe,namely, that things might 
~'ve been Det~er ordered; yet thofe that 
ate fo undutiful as to accufe and expofe 
tfiern, are pronounc'd :Sinners by the ex
pr-efs Voice both of. Reafon and Revela-. -uon. " . 
. . . ~. Does it appear that our rude difloyal 
Benavibur towards Government, cenfuring 
a.n4. abufing its Condufr, is OWing to [OlDv 
furitdamental Errors we are ta ht, con., 
cerriing 1:he Nature and Origin 0 Govern .. 
ment, and Meafurei; of OBedience ~o. it; 
~h~.(l 1~~ ~he Publilhers 9£ ,h~fe fatal Do-

frrines • • 

, 
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firines ferioufly confider, what will be the 
Fruit of fuch guilty Labours, and what 
Reward they muft expefr in Heaven, fur 
adding to the Corruptions of Human Na
ture, teaching Men to be Wicked out of 
Principle, and making that their Duty, 
which the Scripture makes Damnation. 
To fpread abroad DoClrines that are in
confiftent with any of the focial Duties, 
is to contradifr the Defigns of Religion; 
but to publilh Notions that take away 
the Authority of Government, and necef
farity induce People to be Infolent, and 
mutinous under it, is exalted Villany. 

But may thofe concern'd in that Wicked 
Caufe, whither guided by Inter-eft or 
Confcience, fo at laft learn to fear God, 
and honom" their Qpeen, as neither to per
vert his Words) nor attack her Preroo-a
tive. May they return to Chrifrian M~a
fures of Obedience and Submiffion to her 
and with truly penitent and loyal' Hearts' 
make publicl{ Confeilion that they hav~ 
Sinned againft Heaven and Her, and are 
no more worthy to be called Her Sub-
jects. .' , 

But; Secondl , Have there Notions fo 
pernicious Rife s upon our Manners? Let 
this teach us to keep clofe to found Doc
trine, and exhort one another to preferve 
with Pilig~pce, and profetS with Boldnefs, 

thofe 

• 
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thofe good old Principles of our Religion, 
concerning the Divinity of our Soveraign's 
Authority, and the abfolute PaffiveObe
dience we owe to Her. Since it appears, 
that thefe DoEl:rines are not only taught 
by the Holy Ghoft, and the cleareil: De
duaions of Reafon, but are likewife of 
the lad Importance to the fupport of Go
vernment, and the peace and welfare of 
Society. We indeed are fometimcs told, 
that thefe things are State-Matters, which 
I]av~ nothing to do with ChriftianDuty, 
any farther than the Laws of the Land 
dire4 us; and that the Clergy go out 
of their Sphet:e, when they pretend to 
fettle thefe Pomts. But I hope we 11fJaU 
have Senfe enough to know, and Courage 
enough to aifert, that we have Commif
fion, nay, Command from Heayen, to 
charge it upon our Flocks, as they hope 
for Happinefs, to be entirely Subject and 
pamvdy Obedient to .Government. .Fot; 
'tis a moral Duty of Immutable OblIga
tion, ·founded in the Eternal Nature and 
Reafon of things, and far~her Eftablifhed 
by the, exprc[s word of God •. The~efore 
the faithful Ambaffador of Chnfi-, wIll no 
Inore ceafe to maintain the Divine Autho-· 
dty of Kin.gs, and the entire Obedience 
of the SubJeCt, becaufe they may be c:al
led Matters of State, than, be will gIve 

up 
• • 
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up the Articles of our Faith, becaufe fome 
are pleafed to call them Matters of meer 
Speculation. ' , 

:. Thirdly, Is this the Cafe with our Com
'plainers, that they are uneafie at the Peace, 
· becaufe they can't help fancying fome ill 
Confe uences of it? 

• 

I as , are they Sincerely willing to pre-
· vent them? If fo, let them learn to be 
meek and lowly, and forbear to difpleafe 

· God, by difregarding his V icegeren~s. For, 
· whilft they break out into Murmurings 
and factious Complaints, and behave them
felves with Ingratitude and Infolence to
wards our Sovereign, fuppofing things to 
be ever fo well managed, they will bring 
a Curfe upon them, and provoke Heaven 
to difappomt our Wifeft Councils. So that 
if they fhollid live to fee any of thofe 
imaginary Ills befal us, which they now 
fo vainly and' wickedly prefage; if the 
Peace iliould be lefs lafiing, or lefs profi
table, than our Good Queen imagin'd, 
not unto Her, not unto Her MiniH:ry, but 
. unto their finful IngratitUde, and fedidous 
Lives, muft the Fault be laid. But if, on 
the contrary, we would all betake our 

'felves to fincere Repentance, and heartily . 
endea vour to reform our Lives; would we 
but take' a true care to recommend OUf 

• 

. felves to the fa VQur of God, by firictI ¥ 
di1~ 
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difchl;lrging every Duty of the Chrffiiari 
Life, in every inftance of Piety, Lo aIty, 
Charity, and Temperance, this wau d be 
a good Foundation for a laIling Peace, and 
an other Bleffings of Life. If there fhould 
be fome failure of Wifdom in any pro
ceedings of Government, yet if we . be
haved our felves under them, :,with Thank
fuinefs and Humility, neither diftrufting 
the Providence of God, nor difgracing the 
ConduCt of our Queen, this would bea 
likely means to profper our Defigns, and 
have That fupply'rl by Divine Providence, 
which was wanting in Human Council. 
They -therefore that by ungrateful rebel
lious Complaints, create a reftlefs and un
dutiful D.eportment in the SubjeEl:, are 
juftly to be reckonedf!. Curfe upon the 
Nation, and fuch as prev.ent the Bleffings 
of the WifeftManagement. 

Fourthl \7, If it be alwa ys a Crime to 
fp.eak Evil of our Governour, and cheriIh 
Difcontent againft Government, how mllch 
more SinfuJ is it againft fuch a Gaver
nour, as our maft Gracious Sovereign, and 
at [uch a Part of Her Government, as 
migh.t endear the worL! of -Tyrants to 
our AffeB:ions? If we confider the Glo
ries of her Reign, and review the Bleffed 
Years, 'tis all but one uninterrupted Bright
nefs. No Spirit of Tyranny, no hafty 

Projects, 
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Pr,?jeas~ no want of Care, no ?efeCl: in 
Wlfdom, no neglect of Holy Tlungs, can 
caft the leaft Blemifh on Her ConduCt-. 

But Her Government, like that of Pro· 
vidence, has been a well-order'd Scheme 
of Management, where all things have 
worked together for our good. 

WhiHr War was neceffary, we had all 
the Bleilings which Victorious. Arms could 
give; but as She fent out her Troops, not 
thirfty of Blood, or in love with Battel, 
but to compofe Contentions dangerous to 
13ritairJ; fo no fooner had She Rival Prin
ces in Her Power, but pitying the ,vaite 
of every Nation, form'd them into Peace .. 
She has now call'd home happy Britains 
from Seas of Blood, and Toils of War, 
Expence of Life and 'Vealth, to reap the 
folid Bleffings of Peace, to grow Great 
in quiet, and enjoy the Friendihip of 
every Nation. . 

And whiHl: thus the State thrives and 
triumphs under Her Protection, how does 
our Church rejoyce in her true Defender, 
whilft She fees her faithful Sons encoura
raged. to be good, whiHl: to defend her 
Rights, is to obtain AN.LV.A '5 Favour? 
Whilft She fees tbe Princely Heart eager in 
the Caufe of God, firn1 to the Faith, a5 
undaunted Martyr's, zealous in Devotion, 
and both in Principle and Practice unchan-

E geably 
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geably'good'! Thou Great, Dear Offspring 
of Great C l-lARLES, 'how does his 
Royal Virtues fhine in' Thee! Glorious 
in every Excellence, that can grace a Cbri
ftiCJ,n,' adorn Government, and blefs a N a-
tion! ' 
, . How frrange is it, my Brethren, ~hat 
She who has all along thus fecur'd our Lives, 
I~ioerty, and Fortunes, She that has been 

. diils true to every Duty towards God, fo 
. tender of everY'Right of Her SubjeB:s, and 

fo I-Iearty to OUf general Welfare, Ihould 
need to entreat Her SubjeB:s to be eafie 
under Her Government,' and not Reproach 
Her' Care? Is it not enough of Shame, 
that \ve once reviled, perfecuted and con
demried the beft of Kings, but we mull: 
repeat thofe Murmurs, and raife' again 
thofe Difcontents under a Government 
equallY g~orious? B1Jt as we have any 
fear of God, or expetlation of his J udg--

, mentG, let us return" to a' truly Loyal be
haviour, and by better Obedience deliver 
Qur [elves from. the guilt of our Forefathers 
Rebellion. For. how can ,\ve tell where 
w.e iJ1aIl ftop, "'or to what Extravagance 
We fhall not proceed, if Blelling and Prof
perity can fnake us thus reftlefs? O! there
fOre,ler . us caH: out this Evil Spirit of dir.. 
~Qnt:ent, and with Hearts truly pious and 
1oyal} adore: the Providep.ce of God, and 
',,' ' , ~ . _~ h~ f" ._ -
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be thankful for the Care of the belt 0(: 
QUEENS, for this happy and·'hon-oura-· 

• 

• • 

• 
• .. 

• • .. . 
• 

. ble Peace. Let this important Ble1Iing 
raife in our Soul fuch {hong Sentiments of ... 
Joy and Gratitude, as may make .us long, ... 
to make all the Returns we can, bqth. to 
God, .and our Gracious Sovereig1'l. ' 

Let our S01tlS magnife the Lord, and ollr 
Spirits rejoyce in God our Saviour; let them~ 
prai(e the Lord for hu Goodne[s, and continu- . 
ally declare this, and all other Wonders that . 
he doth for the Children of Men; let us with 
united Voices, and united Hearts, beg of 
Hea yen to blefs Her Majefty with length 
of Days; and that finall}', after this Life 
ended, She may be tranllated to a more 
glorious State, to live, rejoyce, and reign 
amongft the Thrones, Principalities, and 
Powers of Rea yen. Now to God the Father, 
&c .. 
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