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D E D1 C AT 1O N,

To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty.

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

THE happy Event of vyour MAJESTY'S
Recovery claims not only the joyfz/, but alfo the

devout and lafting Remembrance of all your Subje&s.

They have attefted their Joy by unexampled Tokens
of Attachment to your facred Perfon and Loyalty to

your Government. Never was any National Event

A celebrated
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celebrated with {uch UNIVERSAL AND HEARTFELT Sa-
risractioN, by all Ranks, from the higheﬁ to the
lowetft.
Nerruer have they been unmindful of that- T ri-*

bute of reELigious GraTiTUDE to Heaven, which the

Event {o | juftly demands and which 1t 1is the |

peculiar Duty of my Profefhon to cherifh and ftrive

o perpetuate.

IT is on this Principle, that I am defirous, wizh
all Huwumility, to | lay at yvour MajEsTy’s Feet, a

Dilcourfe, preached on THAT MOsT HAPPY OccasIon.

Tue Obicurity of its Author, and its own Im-
perfeGtions, might have di&ated its Suppreflion. But

the MagNITUDE oF THE EVENT, which feems to call

upon
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pon every  loyal Subjelt to teftity "his =zealous Az-

Sachment, and make an bumble Tender of his fincere

and vour Majesrty’s lnown Corn-

II.I.
i'-': .

sj_l determined me to {end it into the World, un-

DepicaTioNs, SirRe, are often rendered naufeous

- y Julforne Adwlation : and even juff Praife is not .

lways acceptable to the beft Minds. ‘Therefore,

! hough the pwblic and private Virtwes which have

: efervedly entbronmed vour MajEsty in the HearTs
. vyourR Prorre, afflord a copious Theme for the
I will not prefume to approach with an
. ffering which is often counterfeited — often muf?
av{/faed upon Charalters moff oppofite to that of

FOUR MaJEsTY.

- THAT
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TuaT voUurR MajesTYy may long zbus reign, ing

Health, Happine/s and Peace, . blefled with the

and that vyYouRr

Society of the édeft of KQueens

MajesTy’s Royal Defcendants may wear and adorn the ‘
Crown of thefe Realms to the End of Time; is

the devout Prayer of

Your MAajEsTY'S

Moft loyal and dutiful Subje&,

And obedient Servant,

Parfon’s Green, THOMAS LANCASTER.

Fuly the 20th. 1789.




A SER MO N, &

i1 THEssaLonN1aNs, Chap. v. Ver. 18.

In every thing give thanks : for this is the will of
God in Chriff Fefus Concerning yow.
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I T 1s a remarkable and very engaging peculiarity of

the holy Religion we profefs, that the duties which are

E
g performed with the greateft pleafu_re, are moft frequent-

ly and urgently prefled upon us. This is a plain proof,
both that our Religion is from God

n giving it to us, intended our Happinefs.

B This

and that he,

-
)
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‘This remark 1is in a fingular manner verified in the

{fublime and ravifthing duties of Praife and Thankigiving

to God, for general and particular mercies. No duty is |

difcharged with {uch obvious pleafure and glowing fatis-

faGtion. It feems fufhicient for its own reward, if there

were no other. And no duty i1s more frequently urged

upon Chriftians.. Not an Epiftle of St. Paul is without

admonitions to it. 'The other infpired penmen of the |

New Teftament {trongly recommend it. And our blef- I:

fed Mafter himfelf commands it on all proper occafions.

Moreover, the rapturous effufions of the holy Pfalmift, I

of Mofes, and of all the ProPilets, plainly fhew, that

this was the moft fervent and edifying duty of Re-

ligion, under the Mofaic difpenfation alfo.

Duly imprefled with fuch confiderations, I can readily

believe, that all you, who are aflembled here this dajr, |

have met, with thankful hearts, joyftully to celebrate

an happy event, which deferves to be recorded, and for

ever remembered, as a lively inftance of God’s wonderful

providential mercy to all the people of this land.
Let

!
[
|
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Let us now, if you pleafe, confider the Duty of

’V hankfulnefs, as it is recommended in the Text:

111

o coery thing give thanks s for this is the will of God
iz C%rgﬂ Fefus concerning you.
The practice of many Chriftians unhappily con-

#ines their Thank{givings to great and rare occafions :

ff God : confequently, it becomes us, agreeably to this

: dmonition of the Apoftle, In every thing to give

h ation. For t/:z'.f ({ays he) is the will of God in Chrif?
efus cmcermng You. Thus he makes it an indifpen-

1ble Chriftian duty. He W1ﬂles us to pay our Thank{-

bbivings, on all occafions, from a Principle of Grati-

% B ude to God, for the mercies and bleflings procured
and conveyed to us through Jefus Chrift our Saviour.
R This, I conceive to be clearly implied in the Apoftle’s
Expreflion ;



of a fimilar cafe in the Old Teftament. -

If we look back to the delivery of the Law, by
the hand of Mofes, to the Children of Ifrael at Mount
Sinai, we fhall find that God prefaced the Ten Com-' j

mandments with thefe remarkable wordsy; * I am tl)eﬁ

Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of 2‘/55
land of Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage. “This
amounts to as much as if he had faid, < As I have ]

delivered you out of a ftate of {lavery, and relcued ;

you from the tyranny of thofe who ruled you with ex-
treme rigour, and opprefled you unmercifully: the re-

return I require of you, is your obedience to the com- -
mands I am about to lay down, for the regulation of

your conduc¢t towards me, and towards one another.”
Thus, God demanded the obedience of the Ifraelites to -

his commands, on the Principle of Gratitude for great s

favours done to them.

* Exod_us XX, 2.
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‘Now Jefus €hrift, our bleffed Saviour, inftead of a

temporal effeted a fpiritual Deliverance for us. In-

Hﬂead of the {ilavery of Egypt, he hath redeemed us
wfrom the flavery of Sin! Inftead of proud Pharaoh
gtyranmzmg over unrefifting captives, he hath vanquifh-

ded our arch-enemy, Satan; and delivered us from the

¢deftruction of eternal Death! 'This is an obligation
- conferred on Chriftians by their Saviour, of infinitely

more 1mportance, than a deliverance from temporal

bondage and c'aptiif'ity.

It demands, therefore, pro-
Portionably greater exertions of Gratitude from us to

wour adorable Redeemer. And he has thereby acquired

2 the O'reateﬂ: right to demand our attention to our duty,
y

/in all its branches,, on the Prmczple of Gratitude for

the unfpeakable favours and bleflings he has beftowed

1 upon, and procured to us.

0 mﬁﬁi’;ﬁ?fﬂ?ﬂ a3 Y

Well, therefore, might the Apoftle ftir up his Chrif.

tian converts, as well, generally, to the pra&ice of

T TR IR

every duty; as particularly, iz every thing to give thanks,

C from
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from a conviction that zbis is the will of God in.Chrif?

Jefus concerning them. And well may all, who call

themfelves Chriftians, be urged to the exercife of con-

tinual Thank{giving, in gratitude to God for their Re-
demption by Chrift Jefus! For in him we have all

all that 1s
needful to our prefent comfort, and everlafting hap-

things pertaining to life and godlinefs

pinefs.
This comprehenfive principle applies, in common, to

all 'Chriﬁians, at all times, even under the moft unfa-

vourable outward circumftances.
Who, then, does not fee that its application to wus

of, this favoured land, is made much ftronger, by the

various bleflings and privileges enjoyed by us, but denied

to others; and efpecially by the never-to-be-forgotten
Mercy, for which we are this day aflembled, to offer up

our devout and joyful Thankigivings to the God of all
comforts *

Let us refle& a little on the extent of this duty—-
think on the particular Mercy we are now met to

celebrate
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B 1cbrate———and confider. how we may exhibit the moft

ely and lafting teftimony of our Gratitude to

The duty of Th&l‘lkfgiVlng iS Of continual obliga-
E:m.on. And the occafions of Thankfulnefs are perhaps
nore numerous than our minds can well comprehend.
: ot a day, nor an hour, goes over our heads, without
refentmg to each of us, many occafions of Thankful-

efs. In the morning, what a fine field have we for

he difplay of Thankfulnefs, when we recolle& our

.....

, Il facrifices to thofe difafters, which we call acci-

contemplate your own efcapes; and you will,
truft, fee great reafon for Thankfulnefs to the mer-

1ful power who has condu&ed you through the day

n fafety. As often as you receiwve the refrethment of

eat and drink, think on the thoufands wko are, at

] .I-C ;*::-.
3‘_

* ithe f{ame moment, agomizing under the diftrefles of
i unger and thirft; and you will, doubtlefs, be thank-
r 2 :_..

ful
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ful to him who f{uftains you with food. 'Contemplatc‘;}é
b

think of thofe who are fhivering with
cold and nakednefs ; and be thankful to him who ha,a

made {o merciful a diftiné&ion in your favour. Confider

your raiment

the comforts of your habitation: then turn your eye
upon the deftitute, homelefs wanderer, who hath not
where to lay his head; and though your habitation be
poor, you muft thankfully acknowledge, that it is a great
deal better than none.——Numerous as thefe occafions
of Thankfulnefs are, they are far from being all that;‘z‘i
exift. Every enjoyment, every occurrence, nay every .
circumftance, when properly attended to, will furnifh

ample {cope for the exercife of our Thankfulnefs to

the merciful Giver of all good things; either on a

¢,
{piritual, or on a temporal account. Every blefling j
%
!

of Heaven, whether it regards our individual, our {o- :

cial, our religious, or our political ftate, is to be}

confidered as an effe@ of the divine bounty to usj .

J,g
(g :%_—JL"
. *

: '1:‘

and, as f{uch, claims our particular Thanks,

warmeft acknowledgments.
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Refle@, for inftance, on the mercy we are now

et to celebrate.

That our moft gracious and beloved Sovereign was

;lately afflicted with a moft alarming and hopelefs diforder,
jis a truth well known to us all. Our prayers were
oﬁ'ered up for his recovery. And, I believe, it is no
more than juftice to the devotion and loyalty of his
fubjects, to fay, that they were offered up with a
degree of fervency and wunanimity very rarely equal-
led. We were, I truft, profitably humbled before
God, at the prolpeét of the evils that might poflibly
i arife to us, by a King, {o ébeloved, and {o deferving
5

¢

- of our love, being {natched {o fuddenly away from his

It hath pleafed God, in the abundance of his

mercy and goodnefs, to hear our prayers; and our

? people.
g,
|
E
f

King is now perfeftly reffored to himfelf, and to

us 3

contrary to all expe&ation, and in a manner

little lefs than miraculous.
Now for this fignal Mercy, we owe to the King
of Kings our unfeigned and heart-felt Thankfgwmgs,

and our continual care to approve ourfelves laﬁmgly

D grateful
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grateful for a blefling {fo much defired. * This is the
Lord's doing 3 and it is marvellous, and precious too,
in our eyes. + The Lord hath done great things for us,
whereof we are glad. || Now, therefore, fland flill, that |
I may reafon with youw before the Lord, of all the %
righteous atls of the Lord, which be did to you and t
yowur fathers. § Héppy art thou, O Ifrael, who is like ;
unto thee, O people, faved by the Lord #——Therefore, |
¥ O come, let wus fing wnto the Lord; let wus bheartily 1
rejoice in the ffrength of our falvation. Let us come before
bis prefence with Thank(giving, and fhew ourfelves glad ir
him with Plalms. For the Lord is a great God, and

a great King above all Gods. + Now know I, that the &
Lord belpeth bhis Anointed 5 aud will bear bhim from his

holy Heaven : even with the wholefone [flrength of bis
right bhand. Some put their truft in chariots, and [ome in
borfes 5 but we will remember the name of the Lord ou”
God. * The King [hall rejoice in thy firength, O Loxd
exceeding glad [hall be be of thy [falvation. Thou baft

* Pfal. cxviii. 23. tFoxxvio 3. f 1 Sam. xii. 7. § Deut. xxxu1, 24.

§ Pl xcv. 1, 2, 3. T XX, 6, 7. * xxi, I, 2, 3 4 5. 65 7.

gﬁvm
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Rocr bim bis hears's defire, and haff wot demied hins
requeft of bis lips.  For thow [balt prevent hine
ztb the bleffings of Goodnefs, and fhalt fer a crown
f pure Gold upor his Head., He afted I ife of thee,

d thow gaveff bim a long life: even for ever and
er. His bonour is great in thy [alvation Glory and
ear W or./bzp fhalt thou lay upon him. For thou
alz‘ give bhim everlafting Felicity, and make hin glad
zZJ the joy of thy countenance.  And why 2 becaufe
e King putteth bhis Truft in the Lord: And in the
/ ercy of the Moft Higheft he [ball not mifcarry.

The overflowing joy of your hearts on the happy

caﬁon of this Solemnity, does, I am perfuaded, keep

' }'

: ll pace with my own. You will not, therefore, want
uch perfuaﬁon to unite with me in T pra{/ no the
ord for his Goodnefs, and declaring the Wonders thar
- Jor us, the moft favoured among the children
men.~~—Only we muft remember, that the Thank{-
ving dye to our Almighty ProteGor and beft Bene-

pctor, ought not to terminate with this day, ap-

+ Pial, cvii. 8,
pointed
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pointed - for the purpofe. We muft ftrive to rendey
a thankful temper of mind habitual to ws. It will
greatly promote our happinefs. It will lead wus
delight in drawing near to God: and it will

dually prepare us for Heaven, where all is joyg

harmony, and praife. <

&5

And, as a Day of Thankfgiving 15 particularly fa-8&
vourable to innocent Chearfulnefs and Mirth, we mufif
be particularly careful to guard this, and every fuc-§

3

_ » ¢ o * . }f:
ceeding day, againft allowing our mirth to fly ;
into thofe extravagant {allies and 1intemperate ?

& "

gencies, which have fometimes difgraced Solemnities
this kind; and which, whenever they take
convert the Feftival, into, what is furtheft from
intention, an Occafion of Sin. God grant that
a horrid perverfion may ever be far from every
of wus! .

Rather let wus think of teftifying our Gratitude
Heaven, by wufing our moff hearty endeavours to pro-§

mate true Religion and Virtwe.

X

Thatlg
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" That . leading principle of Good-will towards ez,

Bwith which our blefled Saviour’s birth was announ-
to the world, and which ftrongly characerifes his
*,;__ Religion, renders it incumbent upon Chriftians at all
times to ftudy and pracife every thing that can ad-
vance either the {piritual or temporal interefts of their
Fellow-Men. And the diftinguithed benevolence and
humanity of Britons can never be more illuftrioufly
: brought into adion, than at this time, when the re-

| membrance of our beloved Sovereigfl’s Reftoration to

' Health, and to the Exercile of his Government, would

be moft becomingly perperuated to Pofferity, by the
erection of fome beneficial Eftablifhment, which might

bear the Memorial of Narionar. anD CHRISTIAN GRA-
TITUDE, to the end of time. My prelent limits will not
-allow me to be large on this head. 'Therefore, I can
but barely mention an Eftablithment, which has within
thefe few years had its beginning in this nation. I
mean the Sunday Schools. Would God they could

be made general on this auipicious Occafion! I know

of no undertaking that promifes fo well, with fuit-

E able
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able cultivation, under the Divine Aid, to ftem .tﬁel
torrent of prevailing Impiety. They are encouraged}
by the moft worthy, the moft facred, and the moft él-e-

vated charad&ers amonglt us: and I fhould feel jm*')*felf

fingularly happy.in being called upon - to co-—operate
with your benevolent views, towards their Eftablifh-|

ment in .this Parifh.

However, this, we muft remember, is not the only

way 1n which it 1s poffible for us to promote true '

E;1
b

{
Réligi_on and Virtue, 1n gratitude to Heaven for the
Reftoration of our King; and for all the the {piritual :
and temporal Bleflings we enjoy.——Our advice, our
reproofs, our encouragement, and above all, our ex-
ample, are means by which it ‘1s 1n our power to
encourage the growth of Piety and Morality. _

To this end, let us apply our continual care to aders
the Religion we profefs, by leading lives fuitable thereto. ;

This, my dear Fellow-Chriftians, is the leading point J§
of all others. This muft vindicate our Feftival, and
give 1t a lafting grace in the eyes of both God and

Man. Indeed, without this, it can be accounted no [

2 ' better §
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better than a folemn mockery of that awful Being,
to whom we pretend to ofter up our Thank{givings.

™ For it is certain, no bad man can be fincere in giv-

ing Thanks, or in performing any other a& of hom-
age to God, fo long as he continues bad. The very
a& of giving Thanks, implies a {enfibility of God’s
goodnefs, and a defire of his favour.

B Therefore, the Conclufion of the whole is this; let
::'“.i' every man put away the evil of his doings, and from
B this time forward walk before the Lord in Newnefs
of life. We have all of us herctofore feen many af-
? flictions, that have fallen upon wus both fingly, and as
} 2 nation. God hath, at various times, humbled our
f wickednefs with fundsy vifitations. * 4d (to ufe the
words of Ezra) After all that bath come wupon wus for
I Sfeeing that our God hath punifbed us lefs

than our inigquities have deferved, and bharh given uwus

 our evil deeds

fuch @ Deliverance as this: fhould we again breck his

Commandments, wounld he not be angry with wus, till be

bad confumed wus?

* Ezra 1x. 13, L4

Therefore,
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Therefore, my Brefhren, avail yourfelves of this Aap-
py time when God, by his precious Mercies, invites and
allures you to [feek after the things rha 53]&722" 2o your.
peace. Seek him now, when he. 1s ready to be found
of you. Pray for his graceh to renew you in the |
fpirit of your minds. = Tafte; and fee how delighful it j
is to keep God’s ‘Commandments. Live in your dﬁty.
Live to God, and to your own Happinefs. So {hall your
Praifes. and - Thankfgivings,  your Prayers and Services | ?

afcend acceptably to God the Fathery thro’  Jefus |
Chrift our Lord, and through the blefled ‘Aid of
the Hbly Ghoft. - - -+ - . . .

To whom, ‘Three Perfons, but One:God, let us 3}?*_'
now afcribe, as is moft dueJ _all Fonur and-*Glory,
Praife and Thankfgwm - from * this - time . forth for

evermore. <Zmen. e ‘ | 5
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