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A S E R M O N, &

PHILIPIANS, Cuar. 1v. 6.

Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and
Supplication, with Thankjgiving, let your requefls be

made known unto God.

WHEN Jerufalem was again repcopled after the
captivity, and, under the direCtion of Nche-

miah, the fervice of the Temple was re-eftablifhed ;
we read that “ Mattaniah was appointed the principal
¢ to begin the Thank{givinginprayer.” In the Jew-
ith ritual we may learn by this, that prayer and
Thank{giving went together, or fucceeded each other.
The words of St. Paul, juft read to you, juftify the
praétice among the firlt Chriftians; and other pallages
of Scripture confirm the propriety of their iniepara-

ble conneétion: ¢ I exhort that firlt of all, fupplicati-
| B. ons,.
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“ gons, prayers, interceffions, and giving of thanks be
‘“ made for all men.” ‘¢ Continue 1n prayer, and

3

““ watch 1n the fame with Thankigiving.” Our own
Liturgy, tho’ prayer be its chief fubjeét, would be
defective without Thank{giving; and accordingly it
makes one, but not the leading part, in our {yflem
of Devotions. But tho’ both are thus intimately uni-
ted; and tho’ by prayer, in its largell acceptation,
T'hankigiving may not unfrequently be underftood ;
(as Faith in a general and Chriftian {enfe will include
obedience) yet every one at the firft view will readi-
ly obflerve, that thefe duties are by no means {imilar,
It will be requifite therefore to treat them {eparately,
and to fhew the reafonablenefs and efficacy of each:
For in fact they are totally diftinét {ervices; the one
1s {ubfequent to the other, and as widely different as
what 1s to come 1s from what is paft; prayer being a
petition for what we want, and in futurity ; Thank{-
giving an acknowledgment, for what we have receiv-
cd in times before, or are aftually enjoying in the
prelent infltant,

By
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By all who acknowledge a God, and a Providence
in the world, the duty of Thank{giving 1s not difput-
ed; but the propriety of prayer does not {o readily
[ind admiilion; and we are accufed of attempting
to infiruét the Almighty, 1n what he requires no in-
formation, and ol {oliciting with reftlefs importunity,
what we have no warrant to expect, and what God,
1f he law 1t expedient, would readily grant withe.
out our folicitations: In anfwer to this we admit
that God 1s the only judge of the realonablenefs of
our complaints, and of the expediency ot their re-
drefs; but Man Dbeing a dependent and helplefs
creature, and conlcious of his own 1nflufiiciency, it
becomes him to look beyond his own powers ior
protection ; being opprefled with the load of his 1ni-
quities, to pray for remiffion of them upon his {incere
repentance. DBut where 1s he to expect protection,
unlefs from the Arm of the Almighty? Who can
remit {ins, but God alone? Prayer therefore is a
duty ; not to inform the Deity in what he is not
ignorant ; not to folicit favours which we are not
authorized to afk:; nor to fecl ourlelves hurt at the

B 2 di{appoint-
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difappointment, when God 1s not difpoled to confer
them : but as a gencral confeflion of our dependence,
and as a publicacknowledgment of God, as our Crea-
tor and Preferver. The queltion which may not
unreafonably be afked 1is this; Are our petitions
conveyed with the moft {uitable addrels? Do we
attend how we pray ? A {olution of this queftion may
obviatec perhaps fome of the principal objections,

with which cur adverfarics reproach us.

All application to the Almighty for relief fhould.
be exprelled in the molt general terms, and the mode
of that relief left entirely to his wile difpofal. Con-
felflion and repentance for fins may defcend to every.
individual tranf{gre{lion, which confcience may bring
to our rcmembrance ; for every {in 1s {fubject to pu-
nifhment, and requires 1ts diftinct forrow and con-.
trition; but particular addrefles for the divine
inercies have the appearance of prelcribing to Provis
dence; and difcover more of the importunate {oli-
citor, than of the modeft {fupplicant. It is requir-

c¢d that petitions be prelented with the moft humble
fubmuiilion,
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fubmiflion, and the event acquiefced in with picus
refignation ; but the manner, in which many addreffes
for exclufive benefits are offered up, feems imperti-
nently to dictate to the Almighty, and to direét his
wildom 11 the diliribution of his favours. The re-
quefl which we may preter, as {uppoled to be imme-
diately beneficial, might 1n its confequences be
diladvantageous to ourfelves, and to others fatal:
what might be thought expedient in our partial and
contratted view, may in the all-comprchenfive eye
of God be fecen pregnant with mifchief, and general-
1y deftruttive. Petitions for inftance {from one place
for a moderate {upply ol fhowers, may be directly
repugnant to a requeft equally realonable for their
difcontinuance from another: Even from the fame
place different perfons fhall have their different wants,
and yet all will expet an indulgence to their petiti-
ons : Nay 1t is obfervable that the very perfons who
prefented the addrefles, are commonly the firlt to be
diffatisfied, and the moft impatient in their prayers
for a temporary change. Can Providence be expeét-

ed to liften to {uch capricious, fuch contraditory
applications ?
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applications? It all were complicd with, what con-
fufion would enfue! endlefs difcontentment, and
complaints innumerable. But it 1s our great happi-
nefs that God fees not as man fees : that his {uperin- f
iendancce 15 not local, or partially confined to a.
reculiar people: lus protection 1s univerfal, his,

mercles are over all his works.,

But are not parucuiar Prayers directed by the-
Church for particular perfons, and on particular Oc-.
cajiions? I would not be underfllood as meaning to .
smply cenlure, on what the wifdom of our rulers has.
citablithed.  They are jullified in thefle direétions,
and they hiave the authority of Scripture for enforc-
ing them ; but {fome cven of thefe are not exclufively
tor our own advantage, and others are left difcretion-
ary. Prayers for {uccefs 'again& our enemies 1in battle,
or for deliverance in times of general contagion, tho’
occafional, have a general tendency, and are not {ubjeét
to the 1mputation of felfith partiality: Prayers for the
chief Magiftrate, as the common father of his people,

are with propriety addrefled to the common Father of
| all,



C 7 ]

all. Prayers for our brethren, and even for our
enemies, all upen the whole that are unmixed with
our own immediate concerns, that are general 1n
their application, and general in the effects defired,
are duties upon all and our realonable {ervice: but
prayers that feem to point out the preciie time, or the
exact mode of granting the relief, that have reterénce
only to felf, and are limited to the narrow circle of
our private neceffities, ourlocal intereftsor capricious .
inclinations, are an infult to the divine Providence,
unauthorized by Scripture, and highly contradiétory
to the great example of our Savieur; whole prayer,
intended as a model for our addrefles, is univerfally
adapted to all times, to all places, and to all conditi-
ons, the moft genetal 1n defigh, the nioflt eogmprehen-
{ive in extent.

:As the realonablenels therefore of prayer, thus
properly direéted, has been, I thould hepe, fufficient-
ly dfcertained, thé proofs of its efficacy are no lefs
conclifive. That its friits aré not always vifible, is
rio argumnent €hat they drd mot téal : infant and fénfi-

| ble
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ble effects {eldom follow the {upplications of the
moft devout: the example of Elias will not warrant
us in prefuming upon fuch 1mmediate {uccefs: we
cxpect no miracles to be wrought in favour of human
interceifions. The completion of cur wifthes is no
ground for boalting; we do ill to be angry at difap-
polntments : our prayers may be rejected without
marks of the divine difpleafure; they may be effetu-
ally complied with, without any apparent diftinction
from God’s favour. But the Scripture aflures usthat
“ the efteCtual fervent prayer of a righteous man
“ availeth much:” and 1if profperity, tho’ not always
in the form we had pictured to our fancy, attends
our undertakings; 1f calamities, thole we had dread-
cd as the meolfl tormidable, are averted, orturn event-
ually to our good ; 1if the ifflue of our lives has upon
the whole been fortunate, tailing perhaps in one 1n-
flance, and exceeding our moft {arnguine expectations
1n another: 1if tender affettions, charitable difpofiti-.
ons, and holy reiolutions be wrought in our hearts;
1f habitual and uniform obedience be produced in
aur actions ; and the whale frame and..temper of our

| minds
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minds be foftened as it can {carce be hardened, by
this excrcife; the end of prayer 1s attained; we
“ alked, and it was given us; we [ought, and we
‘¢ have found ; ” not perhaps the very objelt we were
feeking, nor in the precife inftant that we afked ; but
as much probably as we defired, certainly more than
we deferved. <¢Iwill therefore that men pray every
¢ where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
“ doubting;” with charity to men, and with confi-

dence 1n God.

The reafonablenefs and eflicacy of prayer, thus
fummarily explained, my {ubject calls me toanother,
and as neceflary a part of our religious f{ervice; and
which, though feldom denied to be a duty, 1s 1n
praétice grown almoft obfolcte. We are all more un-
happily inclined to prayer than to praile; to confider
more what our defires want of their completion, than
the gratification with which they have been indulged :
cherifhed by hope and magnified by the imagination,
the objelt which we pray {for has commonly {fomething

new to engage our attention, and to anumate us in

C the
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the purfuit: the redrefs we have received feldom
Comes ﬁB to expeltation; the itnpi*bfﬁohs made by 1t
at firft, every day grow flainter, and recur to the
imind as the diftant remembrance of an enjoyment
that is paflt, and can never be revived. And yet,
however recadily we have recourife to fupplication,
thankf{eiving 1s in {ome cafes the more pratticable
duty : in the extremity ot ficknefs, when the Ipirits
are opprefled, and the faculties 1impaired, the mind
is not 1n a condition to make 1nterceflion with 1ts
God; but Thank{eiving 1s generally in our power;
{or it 1s only when his mercies have been difpiayed,
and the mind is capable of acknowledging them,
" that this tribute i1s expeéted. True 1t 1s that God
cxpects fome return for all thefe voluntary mercies ;
and the only return which man can make to his Cre-
ator, 1s gratitude: yet how relutantly 1s 1t offered !
How ungracioully with-held ! However unwillingly
it be received, truth compels me to declare the faé,
that tho’ the prayers of this congregation have been
defired for many in their {fuppoled dangers, I have

known but few, very few inflances, where praifes
and
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and thankfgivings have been offered up to God,
when the danger was removed. ¢ Were there not

“* ten cleanfed ? But where arc the nine? There re-

¢ turned not to give glory to God, lave this {tranger.”

Prayer and Thank{giving differ {o materially, that
it may be thought unnecellary to difcriminate them :
but to mention only a few {triking particulars, might
not be foreign to the {ubject, nor wholly uninftruc-
tive. The eflets of our petitions arc either intend-
ed to center wholly 1 ourlelves, to be confined to
our private connections, in preference to {trangers,
or to be extended only to. our own, to the prejudice
of all other countries; 1n all which, or even if they
be carried farther, to all mankind, {elf 1s evidently
included, and forms generally the point ol attrachi-
on. to the whole circle ; but Thank{giving 1s more
difinterefted, and makes the honour that i1s due to
others the immediate objett of 1its regard, its own
concerns more diftantly, and as a lecondary confi-
deration. The immediate and ultimate end ol pray-
er is either direétly or indirectly the perfonal intereft

C 2 Of.
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ot every fupplicant: The end of Thank{giving is to
dificlaim all merit in ourfelves, and to promote the
glory ot his name of whom are all things.

Thank{giving alfo has this advantage, that it 1g
never accompanied with any painiul retroipect, and
is as pleafing 1n the performance, as difinterefted
in 1ts views. Prayer, confellion, and repentance, are
cloomy and difpiriting in themfelves, and throw
a melancholy and dark {hade over every thing
that 1s near them : Thank{giving on the contrary is
lively and animating, and refleCts a chearfulnefs and
luftre on all the objects within its 1nfluence: *The
former are the language of indigence and guilt; the
latter the effufions of contentment, and peace of con-
{cience : Prayer, confeflion, and repentance are dic-
tated by our fears, or by hopes, if hope ever comes,
full of anxiety and deprefling doubts; Thank{giving
arifes from the pure {ources of love, and of enjoy-
ment; of ¢ perfett love that cafleth out fear,” and
of enjoyment unattended by remorfe: thofe may

produce

*Atterbury.
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produce lome temporary calm to a mind diflracted
with its fins, buta calm too {requently fucceeded by
defpair, and diftruft in Cod’s affurances: this on the
other hand enjoys a perpetual ferenity, and dares to
look up with confidence to Heaven, that its praifes
are accepted: in fhort, prayer, conteflion, and repent-
ance are the {ervice of the finner imploring pardon ;
Thank{giving the {ervice of the jult, who are receiv-
ing their reward; the bleffed cmployment of the

Angels that are in Heaven.

Prayer and Thankfeiving are in this relpect alfo
eflentially diftinét, that as prayer cannot be too gene-
ral, thankigiving, like repentance and conteflion
(which refemble it only in this one point) cannot be
too particular. As by confeflion and repentance, we
acknowledge and bewail, not only our {fins and wick-
ednefs 1n the grofs, but every fingle inftance of de-
pravity, of which our own hearts fhall accule us; fo
by Thank{giving we acknowledge and record with
gratefulnels every {eparate alt of God’s mercy,

which we had no title to expett, and which God
might
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might without injuflice have with-held. The {a-
vours of God are perfettly optional on his part, and
cvery peculiar indulgence, demands on ours its pe-
culiar and perpetual remembrance.

A {eparate acknowledgment indeced of thefe divine
{favours, mult be left to every man’s own bofom:
they are fcarcely within the recolleétion of any
man at all times, and are clearly not the bufinefs of
this place, or of this allembly; for they are like the
fand upon the {ea-fhore, innumerable, conftantly
renewed, and continual in operation. The general
effetts of the divine Providence demand a general
remembrance, and unremitted thankfulnefs; indif-
criminate Thank{giving therefore we hope will be
accepted, where a diftinct enumeration of every
benefit would be 1mpracticable. But when any {ig-
nal inflance ol deliverance has been wrought among
the people; when a year of richnels and abundance
fucceeds a time of barrennefs and Icarcity; when
parched by intemperate heat ¢‘the hills are water-
‘“c¢d from above, and the clouds drop fatnefs;” or

| when
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when after immoderate uninterrupted rains, the all

reftoring light of the fun revifits us, and the fruits of
thé earth arc gathered in theirdue {eafon; when agaln
after fome dreadful vifitation by the peftilence or
ficknels ¢ the bleflings of health are reftored into our
dwéllings;” or when furrounded by cenemies, and
opprelled by the calamities ol war, the mercy of
God lends peace i1nto the world, and ¢ f{iilleth the
‘“ raging of the nations;” then 1t 1s that the voice of
joy fhall be heard aloud in the congregation, and the
name of the Lord exalted among the people: thele
are the occafions that {trike the more forcibly as they
are more uncommon ; that awaken our feelings by
the livelinefs of their prefent impreflions, and urgent-
ly call for their immediate and diftinét acknowlede-

ment,

Infinite are the bleflings for which we are at this
time peculiarly bound to *‘offer unto God Thankf{,

22

‘“ giving ; ” that he hath given us (with fome occalfi-
onal interruptions that may turn to our profit) every
kind influence of the Heavens when it was moft

wanted ;
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wanted ; ¢ the former and the latter rain in their
¢t {eafon ;7 the mellowing frofis-of winter, and the 1n-
vigorating heats of fummer; that he hath difperfed
plenty through the land, °° and crowned the year
¢ with his goodnefs:” ¢ O that men would therefore
s« praife the Lord for his goodne{s, and declare the
«« wonders that he doeth for the children of men!”
But the occafion above all that now calls for our at-
tention, is to commemorate the glad tidings of peace

to thele kingdoms; the blelled return of harmony
and agreement among the nations.

A period to the miferies of war 1s an event at all
times devoutly to be withed; and in our {ituation,
“cllential to ourexiftence: perfeverance in contention,
were it left to our choice to terminate its ravages, had
been voluntary fuicide. With one, and no inconfi-
derable part of its dominions, difmembered {rom 1ts
connection, and with three of the fir{t powers of Eu-
rope unnaturally combined, and confederated againft
her, the ftruggle of one ifland, however glorious,
mull be unavailing: the {parks of virtue not quite

extinguifh-
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extinguithed, gave a tranfient, but ineffectual flath of
hope ; and all cur exertions, tho’ honourable to our-
felves, and aftonifthing to the world, ferved only
the more {urely to deprefs us, and to haften our dil-
{olution. To extricate us [rom this holt of difficul-
ties, Peace, tho unfavourable, could not be unwel!
come, could hardly be difadvantageous; and happy
1n the comparifon fhould we yet elteem our condition,
that fome interruption i1s given to the career of our
enemies, {ome reipite allowed {rom that trying afllic-
tion, an unfluccefsful war. Whether wearied with
defeats we were too hally to conclude the war; whe-
ther a vanquifhed people could have infilted on con-
ditions lels difhonourable; or whether the terms of
this peace, be guarded againft all objections, and pre-
clude every opening for evafion; are queltions
merely of political concernment, and i1ll {uited to a
difcuflion from this place. Complaints pollibly of
various kinds may be alledged, of unwarranted con-
ceflions, of allies deferted, and of boundaries unde-
fined; for there never was yet peace made, however

exalted, or however humbled our condition, that
D could.
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could give perlect {atisfattion, that was not thought
too humiliating even 1n defeat,or i1nadequate to our
fuccefls. But that we are at this time f{afe from all
the horrors and devallations of contending armies’;
that the blood of thoufands 1s no longer {acrificed to
{latter ambition, or to gratify revenge; that the trea-
{ures of an exhaufted people are no more lavifthed on
defperate projects and ruinous expeditions; thele
are {ome compenfation for all the evils we have {o
{forely felt; and fhould make us truly and unfeigned-
ly thankful, that peace on any terms has conde{cend-
ed to revifit us. Glory therctore be to God that

there 1s peace on earth.

Alarming {till and melancholy 1s the profpett which
we have before us: opprelled with the magnitude of
an enormous debt, weighed down with the load of
complicated, but neceflary burdens, how are we to
emerge from the torrent that overwhelms us? The
diftrattions occafioned by violent parties from with-
in; the watchful jealoufy of our natural enemies

from without; the defertion of friends unfatisfied by
con-
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conceflions; and the mercenary felfifhnefs of every
rank; all conipire to theoverthrowo! thisonce flourifh-
1ng-{tate, tottering under itsown greatnefs, and crumbs-
ling and mouldring into ruin by toc rapid and vifible
decay. We have hived to {ee 1ts moft ancient alliances
diflolved and turned againfl us; from one unfortunate
cxample we arec warranted to fearthe defe&ion of other
valuable dependencies: we may yet live to fee (for
we have feen all that the moft defponding could
{carce have apprehended, 1n our time) revolutions
ftill more dreadful; the extinétion of our credit,
and the annihilation of our refources, One gleam of
comfort flill- remains to us, diftant as yet, I fear, in
the union of all our jarring interells, and the co-ope-
ration of all the abilities confefledly great, and of the
talents eminently confpicuscus which we have yet to
boalt of. But if the aftonifhing powers of our rival
leaders are only exerted, to flrengthen the interefls
of party, ot to feécure the'emoliumeénts of place ; if all -
(for this' unwillingnels:to  fupport fa:'falléﬁg empiré is”
too general) 1f all are'merely{olicitous to {hake off thé
load from theit own necks, and fix it upon others
| D2 equally
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a(ually epprelled ; daringly to dely, or clandeftinely
to cvade, the molt wholelome regulations; peace
will be to us but the foundation of worle commotions:
a fallacious and 1nfecure ceflation of hollilities, liable
to be difturbed upon the fhallowell pretences, and
fubje&t to the mercy of an interefled. ,and wary

Cnenaly.

A pious and humane prelate among our late ene-
mies, in his encomium upon the peace, which they
at leaft, have no reafon to condemn, has with great
candour and liberality exprefled his wifhes, that the
two rival nations of England and France, might pre-
ferve this amity inviolate, and hear ¢f war no more.
In thele truly chriftian and patriotic {fentiments, we
concur moft devoutly, and would gladly extend them
to the whole race of mankind: but we confels our-
felves not fo fanguine as to look for their comple-
tion. While the interefls of both kingdoms inter-
fere {o eflentially, there will inevitably be jealoufies
of each others encroachments ; and there never will

be wanting ambitious or defligning men to foment
“ thole
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tliofe jealoufics, and to wait their opportunity of re-
newing the difturbances: for in times of confufion
only can their talents be called forth, and from the
gencral calamity they expect their harveft. Earnell
therefore as 1t might be the defire of every good man,
that wars might ceafe in all the world, and that **all
“ nations may hold the faith in the unity ot Ipirit,
** and the bond of peace;” the conditonof this world
is {fuch, that wars muftl unavoidably prevail; and the
words of our Saviour will eventually be fulfilled, 12
that fenfe in which he manifefllly intended them,
that he ‘¢ came not to fend peace upon earth, but

¢ a {fword.”

A queftion has been afked, and with {trict propriety,
what advantages can a nation that {ubfifts by agricul-
ture, and flourithes by commerce, propofe to itfelf
from war? If war or peace depended {olely on our-
felves, we fhould be, of all men molt infatuated, the
moft deferving of perdition, if we voluntarily forfeit-
ed our commercial advantages, or wantonly courted

unneceflary troubles. But if declining hoftilities
can
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can fcarcely fecure us from the outrages of war; if
the too anxious appearance of ¢‘ labouring for peace”
be only the way more effetually to provoke offence,
a dreadful and deplorable neceflity it is, that peace
never can be enlured, but by preparations for war;
and the ftronger the f{inews, as they are called, of
war are, the more flattering 1s the profpect of peace,
and more permanent its eftablifhment. In our calc
thefe finews have been f{trained but too high, and
however harfh and unwelcome be the truth, our dif-
trefles are to be alcribed, as much at -leaft, to the forc-
ed exertions and unexampled fuccefs of a former
war, as to the unfortunate events of that juft conclud-
ed. Our enemies f{ee this with infolent exultation,
and are ever prepared totake advantage of our fallen
glories. The terms of this peace they dictated thems-
felves, and to their cruel mercies 1s limited 1ts conti-
nuance. Perchance at this inftant 1h {fome diftant
quarter of the globe, hoftilities may already havere-
commenced ; perchance the {leeping embers of dil-
content are only buried under a:treachérous covering
for the prefent, to break out with augmented violenceé

herealter,
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hereafter, and to kindle a {lame whieh we may never
fee exmimguifhed. DPegraded however as our condi-
tion 1s, we have this comfolation left, that all is not
yvet loft, that peace camre 1 the critical inflant to
fecure a remmnant ; and that if thisinterval, thort as it
may be allowed us, be managed with advantage, the
gloomine fs of the profpect may vyet brighten into
chearfulnels; the fun of Britaimn may arile from its
ecliple, and break out again with undiminithed

iplendour.

I wiflhh not to ageravate the diftrelles of my coun-
try, nor to lower us in our own c{limation, or in the
opinion of other nations: but to difguife our real
fituation from ourfelves, and to deceive us with falfe
colours, and falfe aflurances, 1s equally criminal,
and little lefs than treafon. By ignorance and miire-
prelentation, we may be lulled into a fatal fecurity,
and not awake from our dream, till ¢ our deltruction
‘“ cometh as a whirlwind ;7 but by being forewarned
of our danger, we are not unprepared for our de-
tence, nor difarmed by {urprize from employing our

| refources.
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refources. With true Roman fortitude therefore, let
us not, tho’ the enemy be even at the gates, defpair of
the Republicc.  Much may be yet done by the concur-
rence of the whole, by the couniels of the able, the
liberality of the opulent, the ceconomy of all. But
1f the rich will difable themf{elves by their profufion,
as the poor are difqualified by their neceflities, from
contributing their fupport; the middle clafs, the moft
ufeful, the mofit willing, and the moll burdened part
of the community, will fhrink from their oppreflions,
and {eek for protection 1n other countries, where hon-
eft induflry may be better encouraged, and patient
merit more liberally rewarded. What may refult
from thefe feceflions, 1f continued, 1t requires no
ogreat fagacity to forefee; it 1s fuflicient to fuggelf,

that the milchief 1s begun.

From thefe difheartning refleCtions let us divert
our thoughts if poflible; let us look back with
{atisfaflion, tho’ 1t will fcarcely be without fhudder-
ing, upon the gulf we have avoided; and let us
look forward with hope, 1n a pleafing anmticipation
of thole bleflings which may arife from peace. To

God
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God therefore the author and giver ol every ecood
gift, ““ who breaketh the bow, and knappcth the {pear
°“1n {under,” let us offer up our facrifice. O fing
‘“ unto the Lord with Thank{giving, {ing praifes
““ upon the harp unto our God, who maketh the
¢ grals to grow for the cattle, and herb for the {er-
“ vice of man; who giveth peace 1n our borders, and
“ filleth us with the finelt of the wheat.”——Thou
alfo haft vifited us, O Lord, with thy fatherly cor-
rection, and madelt usto drink of the dregs of thy dif-
pleafure: we receive with {ubmiflion thefe thy faly-
tary warnings; we magnity thy name for the mercics
which thou haft fhewn i judgment. Tecach us,
O Lord, to improve under thy chaltifements, to
look humbly into ourlelves, and to learn from our
experience, to be more patient in difappointment, lefs
infolent in fuccefs. Make us aduly {enfible of the
many wonderful deliverances thou hait vouchi{ated
to this Church and Nation, the florms we have elcap-
ed, and the more perilous trials which thou hali
given us {irength to overcome. In a thankful compa-

rifon of the prefent with our paft diitrefles, call our
K rccolleétion.
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olacable, to {ergrve as Ch riflians, to love as brethren.
From {atal reficétion on our pall errors, teach us te
preferve the fow that are {full farthiul, and grant us
that firlt of thy bleliings, to be at unity 1n ourfelves.
if1tbe a vain hope that' pcace may be perpetual, grant,
O Father of miercies, that i1t be undiflurbed by the
madnels of our own people: if inlulted by foes, de-
icerted by friends, and abandonea by the worla, O be

thou our protettor, ¢ O vifit us with thy falvation.”



