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PREFACE.

"T'HE Author deems it expedient to in-
form the Reader, that the difcourfe, or
rather eflay, here prefented to his view
in its original form, was noti ntended, «
priori, for the prefs ; but merely for the
edification of the Congregation, among
whom 1t was delivered. The 1idea of
printing it was firft fuggefted by fome
refpectable hearers, who were wholly un-
connected with the Brethren’s Soc1ety,
from a per{uafion that its publication might
be of ufe to the common interefts of true
religion and e€ivil fociety.
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The Author by no means flatters him-
{elf with the notion of being of that con-
{equence, or of pollefling thofe abilities,
which will command attention to this
feeble attempt, beyond the circle of his
iriends ; and thofe who, though f{trangers
to him, are lovers of the Gofpel of Chrilt.
Thefe, he thinks, will have no objection
to {ee and embrace divine truth, even in
its plamneft drefs.

The Author feels it his duty, by the
prefent opportunity, to warn the reader
of every caft, againft the daring {pint of
Infidelity which is {fo prevalent in thele
perilous times, and to be aware of its
{fubtil poifon 1n all the ,diffet.rent forms
which it affumes. |

Various are the channels through which
its: pernicious and f{oul-deftroying prin-
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ciples are diffufed over the world ; fo that

it becomes highly neceffary that fervent
{fupplications be offered unto God, that it
may pleale Him to raife up able inftru-
ments to counteract its influence; men,
who like Samp{on, are ftrong to {hake the
pillars of the idol-temple,* wherein reafon
1s exalted above revelation, and to raze it
to its foundations; men, who like Paul,
are acute 1n * Coniending for the faith once
delivered to the Sainits;” or who, like the
beloved difciple, are affetionate in exhort-
ing the feeble followers of the Lamb to
¢ abide in Him, that when He fhall appear they
may have confidence, and mnot be afhamed
before Him at His coﬁing.”

The Author’s higheft ambition 1s to be
found worthy to be clafled in the lowelk

* Judges xvi. 2g.—~Alluding to the temple of Reafon
at Paris.
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form of the faithful fervants of ¢ the truth
as it 15 in Fefus.” And, if that incarnate
Lord, who came winto the world to jfave
finners, fhould condelcend, by means of
this {mall labor of love, to communicate
His blefling to any one peéerfon into whofe
hands it may fall ; the author will have
his reward, and be fatisfied therewith.

KING-SQUARE,
December 12, 1798,
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CONTINUE IN PRAYER, AND WATCH IN THE

SAME WITH THANKXKSGIVING.
COL- iVi'-_—-z.

I may appear fingular, ,on a day of general
thankfgiving, to fix your attention on a portion
of fcripture, which feems more defigned to
engage our hearts in the {pirit of {upplication,
than in that of praife and thank{giving; though
both are therein combined by the Apoltle.
Therefore I beg leave to premife a few general

hints by way of introduétion.

The foundation of every gift and blefling
beftowed by God on his creatures, is His own
free and unbounded love and favour. But when
we fpeak of an intelligent, fallen being, like man,
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we muft unite divine mercy and compaflion,
with unlimited love and favour, To thele
attributes of the Deity, we are bound to afcribe
every gift and blefling we enjoy, or can pofiibly
hope for, whether {piritual and eternal, or natural
and temporal. It is devoutly to be wifthed, that
the mind of dependant man were more deeply
and conftantly impreft with this divine truth;
he would then be more fervent in prayer and
thank{giving, and more intent on fhewing forth
all the praife which 1s due to his God and
Saviour. So great and free is the goodnefs of
God to us-ward, that He condefcends to beftow
the gifts and bleflings of nature and providence*
on the juft and unjuft ; on thofe who defire to+t
remember Him in all His ways, and on thofe,
who, being vile and ‘tTunthankful, forget the
God on whom they depend, and from whofe free
bounty they receive daily fuch rich and unde-
{ferved mercies. But yet, gracious and merciful
as He 1s, with whom we all have to doy He
requires a due {preparation of heart and mind
in thofe, for whom He has referved, and to
whom He will give, the ineffable bleflings of

* Math. v. 45.

+ I Ixav. 5.

+ Luke vi. g5.~Deut. vi. 12,—P{,1x. 17.

§ Prov. xvi. 1.—Pf, x, 17,—Pf. lxxviil, §,—Luke1, 17.
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His grace; the enjoyment of which conftitutes
our beft and {upreme felicity, and for which,
when duly received, the whole * foul is tuned
to blefs and praife His holy name. This pre-
paration confifts in de¢fzre, or, as we more {imply
term 1t, prayer, arifing from a deep {enfe of
fpiritual want, and not from a wifth of carnal
indulgence. The firft chara&terifes a mind turned
to, and {eeking God; the latter, a mind turned
upon, and {eeking itlelf. Hence appears the
propriety, and even the neceffity of our Lord’s
doéttrines concerning the New-birth and Self-
denial.t Prayer therefore well becometh poor
miferable man, who, through wilful difobedience,
has loft the image of God, and with it the divine
life, peace, and joy. And until a real defire
be raifed within him for a renewal of the loft
image of God, all the exercifes of religion pro-
duce no {piritual profit. But in the inftant when
the finner feels and mourns overhis {piritual wants
and mifery, and, like the } Pfalmift in his diftrefs,
calls upon the name of the Lord for falvation,
he 1s heard and anfwered, { even beyond his
expectation.

* Pl ciil, 1. fq.

+ Math. x. g8.—~Mark vii. g4c~Luke 1x, 23.= John 1.

T Pl cxvi. 4.

y I Ixv, 24.
B 2
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This comfortable truth, my beloved, is appli-
cable to every cafe of need and difirefs, into
which finful man can poflibly come. * For the
Jame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon
Him; and the blefled Saviour faith, T Him
that cometh wunto me, I will in no wife caft out.
I muit add, that they only whofe prayers, being
offered unto the God of {alvation, are heard
and anfwered by Him, can rightly eftimate divine
mercy, and be duly thankful. I i1nfer from thefe
premifes, and from the whole nature of our
depcndant ftate, that we cannot too frequently
and zealoully inculcate the exhortation in the
text, continue in prayer, and watch in the fame
with thankfgiving. It is as though the Apofile
had {faid to the believing Coloffians: ye have
{cen how often your merciful Lord has heard
and anfwered your prayers, and by your atten-

tion to thefe evidences of His loving kindnefs
and power, you are excited to thank and praife
Him ; therefore I befeech you to continue your
ftedfafinefs in prayer. . Indeed St. Paul knew
by experience, that by continuing in prayer the
mind becomes duly prepared to meet every
divine difpenfation. The good things that are

* Rom, x. 12.
1 John vi. 37.
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received from the hand of the Lérd_. will not
elate the praying heart above meafure, fo as to
occafion, as in Ifrael of old, wantonnefs or mur-
muring, if not open rebellion. Nor will the
evil of the day which is permitted to befal us,
caufe the heart that is thus employed, to {ink and
defpair of prefent fupporting grace, or of deli-
verance 1n God’s time and way. Rather, a con-
tinuance in {upplication, in the wreftling {pirit
of Jacob, will excite us to praife God, even in
the furnace of affli¢tion. It is chiefly owing,
I fear, to a want of watchfulnefs over our own
minds in this refpeél, that we are {o unthankful
1n profperity, and fo eafily caft down and depreft
-under trials and affliétions. Therefore allow me
to repecat the Apoftle’s advice, continue in prayer,
and at the {ame time to recal to your recollealon,
with humble = gratitude, the many paft tokens of
the dwme‘att,erntlon to your welfare. Becaule
in this holy and happy union of prayer and praife,
your hope and confidence 1n the God of your
{alvation, will be ftrengthened and increafed,
in refpe€t to the future; even till the arrival of
that great and glorious day, when faith, hope,
and even prayer will ceafe; and when redeeming
Love being the only principle in our {ouls,

B 3
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nothing will be heard but eternal praifes and
thank{givings to GOD and to the LAMB.

After thefe general remarks, I will attempt to
apply the text to the purpofes of this day, which
is dedicated by the command of our moft reli-
gious and gracious King, to the pleafing work
of rcturning thanks to Almighty God, for His
late fignal mercies to this nation.

Manitold, grievous, and widely extended are

the evils and diftrefles, which are intailed upon
finners for their firft difobedience to God’s com-
mand, and which are ftill increafed by their con-
tinued tranfgreffions againft Him ; the fouleft and
blackeft of which, is their refufal of attention to
the divine propofal of mercy in the gofpel of Chrift.
Thefe evils may be confidered as they affe&
either our minds, bodies, or eftates. They arc
likewife general and national, relative to our
civil and domeftic peace and welfare. To the
latter, on the prelent occafion, I with more

immediately to draw your attention.

General and national evils are inflifted by the
hand of God, on account of the fins and tranf-
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greflions of a nation, and are to be viewed as His
immediate {courge upon a people. Thus plagues
and peftilences, dearth and famine, earthquakes
and deftruétion by fAre and {word, are the
well known dreadful infiruments of the divine
vengeance. 1 may boldly fay, that were the
Almighty to enter into judgment with the whole
earth and all i1ts finful inhabitants, theére is {uffi-
cient caufe given Him to overwhelm it again in
one common deftruction. Hence, every empire,
kingdom, and flate, great and {fmall, with each
individual in them, has the moft juft reafon conti-
nually to confels, *7¢ is of the Lord’s mercies we are
not confumed, becaufe His compaffions farl not ; and
likewife to pray in the language of the Church,
Enter not into judgment with us, O Lord !

Yes, my beloved, we have caufe this day, and
every day, to blefs the God of our life for our
prefervation from peftilence. Emigrate for a
moment in 1magination to North America, par-
ticularly to the depopulated cities of New York,
and Philadelphia, where a moft malignant fever
has long raged. In the former place, by the
report of {o late a date as the laft month, 7000

—

* Sam. 111, 22,

B 4
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are {aid to have fallen; and in the latter, 118 in
one day. While we are employed in bleffing
God for our exemption from this ravaging difeafe,
let us not vainly imagine that we hold our lives
by a tenure different from theirs. No truly, nor
are we, I truft, fo fpiritually blind, as not to
know and acknowledge that we are equally guilty
with the inhabitants of thole cities, and * delerve
as great a degree of punifhment. It is therefore
to the divine mercies alone, that we muft alcribe
the glory of this exemption. But though no
human prudence can ward off the heavy hand of
divine indignation, it neverthelefs behoves our
government to ufe all proper precautions to pre-
vent the importation of the fatal difeafe. Suffer
me to bring to your remembrance the {entiment
of infpired wifdom, by the pen of Solomon, T {rat
Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach
to any people ; and the awful query of the Almighty
by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, when
looking down from heaven, and beholding the
vanity and impiety of the land, + fhall" T not vifit
for thefe things, faith the Lord ¢ Therefore while
we are recording the great mercies of God to this
favoured nation, let us not forget the high obli-

*# Luke xi11. 44 5.,

+ Prov. xiv. 34.

T Jer. v. 29,
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gations we are under, and which fhould infpire
our hearts zealoufly to put off the {potted garments
of unrighteoufnefs, and to put on the {potlels
righteoufnefs of God, through faith in the blood
of Chrift.* It is in this T glorious robe alone,
that we are {afe amidft all the {torms and tempefls
of time, and fhall be blefled in the cternal king-
dom of glory.

To proceed in our prefent fubje&t : while we
admit that plagues, famine, earthquakes, and
defiruttion by fire from the bowels of the earth,
come from the immediate hand of God; we muft
confider war and bloodfhed, with all their deval-
tating effetls, evils which men are permitted to
infliét upon each other, as allo originating from
the anger of God. The annals of facred and
profane hiftory are ftained with the awful truth,
and their voluminous pages filled with a detail of
the deftructive fruits of war, murder, rapine, &c.
{fo that the feeling mind mourns over its dreadful
tales of BPattles, heroes, conquelts and revolutions.
But no hiftory with which I am acquainted, re-
cords a war like the prefent, with regard to the
horrid principles on which itis conduclted by our

+ Rev, vii, 14.
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enemy, and the complicated miferies and difireffes
that attend it. The leading feature in moft con-

tefts has been fimple conque/t, or, retaliation for
fome real, or fuppofed injuzry. This end being
once obtained or defeated, peace has been made,
and the oppofing parties have been reconciled to
cach other. But in the prefent war, the princi-
ple that rules in the hearts of our enemies, at
Icaft in thofe at the head of their prefent governa
ment, 1s an unexampled defire of deftroying the
lives and property, the peace and happinefs of
all thofe, whom they decree to contend with. With.
out the leaft wifh to exaggerate, I may like-
wife add, that they are aétuated by an ultimate
defign of overturning all order 1n {ociety, and of
making one common fhipwreck of all government,
‘Indeed, to crown the whole of their falfely ftiled
friendfhip to the world, a prominent feature in
therr plan, 1s, to the utmofil of their power, the
annthilation of the Chriftian religion, and with it,
the prefent and future hope of ETErRNAL Lire.*
We need only to remember their {olemnly ap-
proved, but mofl impious axiom, that death is an

* For convincing proofs of thefe aflertions, it is only
needful to refer the reader to the interelting work of the

Abbé  Barruel, intitled Memoirs illufirating the Hiftory of
Facoini fun.
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eternal fleep, to difcern their treacherous defigns
in the fraternal embrace, which they give to the
reprefentatives of thofe countries, that are in
amity” with them. Their conduét towards the
Americans and the Swifs, isa proof of my affer-
tion, while their late feizure of a territory be-
longing to the Turks, is a flagrant violation of
every law, divine or human.

However affeting to the ears of the humble
Chriftian the atheiftical notion founds, and how-
ever favourable to thefe defigns things for a
time may appear; ftill let us not forget the words
of our blefled Saviour, that * the gates, that is,
the combined powers qf hell, fhall not prevail
againft His Church, the foundations of which are,
like Himfelf, T Eternal in the Heavens. After all
our zealous animadverfions on the principles and
conduct of our enemies, Chriftian charity con-
ftrains us to hope, and even to pray, that God in
infinite mercy may turn their hearts, by fthewing
them the error of the infidel {pirit, which fways
their councils and acttions, ere it leads them to
eternal perdition, when, as in the cafe of + Efau,

it will be too late to repent.

* Nlath. xvi, (8.
+ 2 Cor., v. 1.
1 Heb. x11, 16. 17,
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Unhappily for mankind in general, and for
this country in particular, thefe enemies to God
and man have fucceeded {fo far, as to become a
{fcourge to furrounding nations; and frem their
former {uccefles, vainly to promife to themfelves
the total {ubjugation of Great-Britain, and its
dcpendencics.  To accomplifh their defigns,, all
the means in their power have been uled; partly
by uniting other countrics againft us, partly by
diffeminating their levelling principles through
Great-Britain and Ireland ; and at the fame time
promifing afliftance to all, who, unhappily de-
luded by {pecious pretexts, rile up in open rebel-
lion againft their King and Country. For a
{feafon likewifc they have {ucceeded but too well
_in dividing the fifler kingdom againft itfelf; and
by fomenting difcord and rebellion, have caufed
therein much bloodfhed and devaltation; and
had all the troops fent to affift the difaffeélted been
permitted to-land, it is impoflible to fay to:what
an extent the evil might have gone. Blefled be
- God, the wife difpofler of all events, for frui-
trating thefe defigns; firft, by the power of the
wind at Bantry-bay, and afterwards by fuch a
blefling on the energy of our- naval and military
forces, that each invading army has bcen cither
totally captured, or thofc who efcaped were glad

to return home.
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It is, my beloved, for fuch fignal interpofitions
of God in our favour, combined with others of
like 1mportance, that we are here {olemnly
affembled in His prefence, to offer up at the

throne of His grace our moft cordial and devout
praifes and thank{givings.

For a moment let us paule, and compare the
many religious and civil bleflings which Britons
cnjoy, with the anarchy and diftrefs that pervadcs
the whole kingdom of IFrance, and all the coun-
tries and provinces at prefent {ubjeét to her
tyrannical {way. Without defcending to the
particulars of all the paft and prefent miferies of
that extenfive country, we need only to put the
quelition, are ¢ey or we the moft happy in refpeét
to every thing that conftitutes true felicity, in the
common acceptation of the word? Caft your
eye, moreover, on Holland, the ci-devant Auftrian
Netherlands, the principal States in Italy, and the
Swils Cantons, and you will find that they all
aftord lucid proofs of the miferies which attend
the 1niluence of French politics in every point of
view. We mult, I think, be loft to every juft
1dea of religion, liberty, and civil authority,
not to difcern that the advantage is greatly in our
favour, notwithftanding the temporary preflure
ot taxes neceflary during the arduous contefl.
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In the midft of thefe calls for gratitude, we
{hould not forget the prefervation and increafe of
our widely extended commerce during the long
conteft, or the extraordinary bleffing of God on
the fruits of the earth. For thefe, and every
other blefling, our hearts and mouths, yea, our
whole life and converfation fhould fhew forth His
praifes ; while for their continuance, our prayers
thould afcend daily to the throne of grace.

To return to the former fubjeét : our enemies,
in {pite of their manifold dcfeats, f{till feem bent
on the accomplifhment of their repeated vows,
to conquer this happv ifland; knowing too well
that, could they effeét this, the world itfelf would
~almoft lie at their cruel difpofal. A year has
fcarcely elapfed, fince the moft formidable pre-
parations were made for this purpole, from which
we were led to expeét that a hoft of plundering
invaders would furround our peaceful fhores.
We, I truft, have not forgot our feelings during
that awful fufpence, or the fervency of our hearts
and prayers to the Almighty for falvation and
deliverance from the hand of our mercilefs foes.
For though all poflible means of defence were
fet on foot by his Majefty and the government,
and every loyal heart and hand was ready to
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engage in their own and their country’s caufe;
{o that, humanly {peaking, there was, under God,
{carce a doubt of a glorious iflue ; {till the com-
plicated diftrefles of every country that isatually
invaded, are, and muft be {uch, that we have
abundant caule to blels and praife God for
delivering us from the bare trial. With His
blefling the effetts of thefe preparations exceeded
our moft fanguine expecttations; fince the enemy,
after all his proud boaftings, was afraid to f{end
even a fingle foldier from the mifnamed army of
England; and, excepting the men landed at
Fifhguard in Wales, we all remain perfeét
ftrangers to the very appearance of a French
foldier on Britifh ground, unlef{s under the cha-
rafter of captives and prifoners. Prefent cir-
cumitances {eem to favour the hope of a {peedy
termination to their mad career, by the re-union -
of fome of the great powers in Europe, with the
addition of others. Much as I deplore the
effufion of human blood, I wifh {fuccefs to every
attempt to reftrain a power within juft limits,
whofe profefled defign is deftruétion to the peace
of its neighbours. Qur fuccefles chiefly depend
on exertions at {ea, while the continental powers
arc attive by land; therefore we ought to unite

both in our future {upplications 1n the confident
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hope that God will continue His blefling, till the

cnemy be reduced to the neceflity of feeking
and f{ubmitting to a juft and honorable peace.

I am happy. on the pre{ent occafion, to record
the truth of the Apoftle’s declaration, that ZZe

effectual fervent * prayer of arighteous man availeth
much. Sure I am, that during the {ufpence
alluded to, multitudes of Britons poured out
their cries into H:s ears, who heareth thofe of
the T ravens, and anfwereth them. And God
alone knows, with what unceafing zeal His people
throughout thefe realms addrefled the throne of
grace, in behalf of the King, the Government,
the Church, and the State, for the prefervation
of all our ineftimable privileges. Still I muft
repeat, that in proportion to the views we enter-
tain of our need and diftrefs, will be the earneft-
nefs of our defires after help; and likewife, that
in proportion to the fenfe we have of the value
of the blefling beftowed, will be our joy and
gratitude. Thofe who have flight views of any
evil experienced, like many in regard to their
{ins, will be cold in their prayers and praifes
for deliverance. The finner ¥ mentioned in the

* Jam. v. 16. comp, with Gen, xvii, 23.

T Pl. cxlvi. q.
T Luke vii, 47.



17

gofpel loved -much, becaufe her fins, which
were many, were forgiven her. Therefore while
multitudes of Britons this day are exprefling their
joy, in the way which is fuited to their ideas;
the whole Church of Chrift will more truly and
ipiritually praife and adore thearmightyDeliverer.

It is this church, fpread through the eftablifh-
ment, and all the various denominations in the
three kingdoms, to which the nation, and even
the world at large, are more indebted, than 1s
commonly believed, or admitted. Zhey, at the
feafon of national djftrefs, redoubled their appli-
cations to the throne of grace, and in the moft
fervent {pirit of {upplication pierced the ears of
the Lord; praying, not only for the prefervation
of life and property, of temporal bleflings and
civil privileges; but alfo for the peace * and
eftablilhment of Jerulalem in the land of their
nativity. In a word, being made partakers of
the {piritual bleflings of the everlafting gofpel,
it 1s their fupreme concern that 1t be preferved
to the land in all its original purity and power,
through all {ucceeding generations; becaufe the
{fame foe, who 1s feeking the deftruttion of the

* Jer, xxix. 7.
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ftate, is likewife aiming at that of the Church of
Chrift. And, notwithftanding it cannot be
effe€ted in toto, ftill the * enemies of the Crofs
of Chnift have been permitted to do great mif-
chief to the Church at different periods.

Blefled be the God and Saviour of all men,
who has long given to us Kings and Rulers who
profefs the truths of our moft holy goifpel, and
whofe laws tolerate and recommend wztal religion.
Hence, with God’s bleffing on the preaching of
the goipel throughout thefe dominions, we fee
a glorious continuation of the f{piritual church,
both in the eftabliflhment, and in all the {everal
denominations of Chriftians; and alfo, among
various heathen nations. For the propagation
of the ‘Gofpel in many parts of the gentile world,
which lay in darknefs and in the fhadow of
death, particularly among the negroes in our
Weft-India iflands; and likewife for the efta-
blifhment of many thoufand converts in the
Chriftian faith and praftice, the T Proteftant

* Philip 1. 3.

+ 1f the reader fhould want any farther information con-
cerning the Brethren’s Church, he may confult the follow-

ing Books publifhed by them, and {old at all their Chapcls
in Great-Britain and Ireland :«
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Epifcopal church of the Brethren has been an
highly favoured inftrument in the hands of God.
The perfevering patience of the miflionaries in
this arduous work for more than fixty years,
and the glorious fruits which have attended their
labors, are well known from the accounts that
have been publifhed from time to time. Not
ourfelves only, who are members of this church,
know thele things; but various other denomina-
tions of Chriftians are well informed of them,
and unite with us in glorifying the God of all
grace, for having opened the ¢ the door of faith
unto the Gentiles,” and that ¢ He hath alfo to them

granted repentance unto Life.”

In reviewing the {tate of the whole Chriftian
Church throughout thefe realms, it may with
truth be {aid, to the praife of God, that He hath
His * {feven thoufands who have not bowed the
knee unto Baal; and who, being one body and

Crantz’s Ancient and Modern Hiflory of the Brethren's Church.

Crantz's Hiftory of the Muiffions in Greenlard.

Bifhop Spangenberg’s Expofition of the Chyiftian doflrine, as
taught in all therr Congregations.

Lofkicl’s Hiftory of the Mijfion among the Indians in North

America.
A Succinél View of all their Miffions.
* Rom. x1. 4. -
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one {pirit with Jefus, the head of His whole
Church, conftitute thofe * worfhippers in {pirit
and in truth, whom the Father ever {eeks and
delights in, and moft afluredly will proteét as the
T apple of His eye, and the reward of the travail
of the Soul of Chrift. In this view I doubt not,
but that the prefent congregation will cordially
unite with me in blefling and praifing the God of
all falvation, for having thus far defeated the
wicked defigns of our enemies. Still we fthould
remember, that after all paft fuccefles, and the
manifold bleflings of God upon our country ; we
ought not /o to depend on them as to negleét a
continuance in prayer. All who are acquainted
with hiftory know the various turns of fortune
which occur in every fituation of life, particu-
larly in time of war; and how fuddenly and un-
expetiedly, profperity may be changed into ad-
verfity. The church and people of God beft
know the weaknefs and inefficacy of all human
means, without the divine blefling; and confe-
quently their fupplications are fervent and con-
ftant. 1 am averfe to ftretching the line of pro-
bability beyond the limits of revelation and found

* Jobhniv, 23.
t+ Zech, 11. 8.—I{. i, 11.—John xvii. 11.
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reafon, but neither forbids us to believe, that to
the prevalence of the prayers of the faithful,
through thefe and other kingdoms, the recent
unparalleled viétory of the brave Admiral, now
Lord Nelifon, in a meafure, may be attributed.
The worthy commander himf{elf appeared deeply
{enfible of the Divine aid, when he prefaced his
letter with the acknowledgment, Aimighty God
has bleffed his Majefty’s arms. But while we unite
the prevalence of {upplications with the a&ual
fervices of the Admiral, we ought not to forget
the obligations we are under to him, and to all
the gallant officers and men who ferve under his
command. Nor fhou!ldwe be unmindful howmuch
we are Indebted to all thofe, on fea or land, who
are called out to fight our battles abroad, or to
defend the country at home. They go, not only
with their lives in their hand, but for the time,
are deprived of many civil and domeftic comforts
which we enjoy in fafety. With thefe ideas com-
bine the afilictions to which the relatives of thofe
fall are expofed, and the fufferings of the many
wounded furvivors; and we muft admit, that we
are by duty bound to remember them in our

prayers, and, f{o far as in us lies, to contribute
to their comfort.
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To conclude; let me beg you, my beloved,
toreceive this exhortation with that {pirit of can-
dour with which 1t is delivered ; and while I have
endeavoured to call forth your united thanks-
givings on this day, fuffer me again to exhort
you to prattife the Apoftle’s advice, continue in
prayer. For fince it has pleafed God to hear and
anf{wer our prayers at the time of paft need, we
may confidently hope and believe, that He will
hear and anfwer thofe which we now ofter up

for the continuance of his blefling.

Above all, let us befeech Him to haften the
happy and joyful day, when an honourable, fafe,
and permanent peace fhall be proclaimed ; which,
with every * blefling, {piritual, temporal, eccle-
fiaftical and civil, for ourfelves and our country,
yea for mankind at large, may God grant for His
holy name-fake. Amen.

¢ 4 Tim. ii. 1. /7.




