24 el
53
G

5
o5

o2 A,

9
9

1ving

Mr. GO O D’s

Forthe PE A CE,

Fuly 7, 1713.

ﬁﬁ%i
%

363_
T

D

5
%

e
%

TN
%

Plie

I

W

24

DI
A

¢
4

DIl
R

I

i

ﬁn

ok
fit-

5
S

et
j -

J
¢

“@

ety et et
il
ociee

oty
A

‘él

-

¢
‘gg

i
189

:
-

4]
AN

s, [T
T

S8 x

i
7

. b u_,..,u.ql...o..n...u ,..c..um.....__
- nvi.__ l.-...”......nl._. !uﬂ..—..u‘.



T H B

Blefledunefs of Peacemakers. |

ASTLEY in the County of Worcefler,

On Tuefday, Fuly 7th, 1713.

Being the Day of Publick Thank{giving for the Conclufion of a} |
Juft and Honourable PE A CE between Her moft Excellent |
Majefty the Q U E E N of Grear-Britasn, and His molt Chri-}

ftian Majefty the Fremch K1NG. |

A
Preach®d at the Parifth-Church of
|

By THOMAS (3()()1)9 A. M.
Re&tor of the faid "Church.

The Second Edition- '

——

WORCESTER:@\E

Printed by S. Bryarn, and Sold by }.IMoJr*nforz "
| in the fame. 1713




F A CE

- Courteous Reader,

X ..Do ot expofe this illitevate Sermon to the+View of the World, ou
o of aiy Profpett or Hopes of gasning any Credit by ity but to [avisfy

to [hew my Affection to the Prefent P E A CE, and to the Royal

an innocent, and therefore (I hope ) a pardonable Ambition I have

sind INoble _Authors of sty tho” it [how'd prove to the Luofs of the litle

Reputation I bave, by the f[evere Cenfures of the @riticks. I hope (as I
Juppofe you to be candid and courteous ) that you will judge fevourably,
- snd pardon this little Ambition, or Vanity, or whatever elfe you [bull vt

pleas’d to call st5 in oney who will be as ready to pardon you in the

like Cale.

4

. There bapper’d in the former Edition of this Sermon, a little AMiffake
iy the Motto of Xing James rhe First, Beatus Pacificus imffead of Beatl
- Pacifici.  Upon this fmall BErxratum I underftand fome have been very |
} Sarcaftical, pmticuhzrly a edrtain Divine, 1who -UPOT this Occafion tooka
richt ®ay to fecure bimfelf and bhis Curate from any Criticifms, by not

Preaching at all on the Thankfgiving-Day bimfelf, nor allowing any thing
to bis Curate todo it for him, tho' a Duty injoyw’d by ker Majefly 5 out
.of Refpett to Her, na doubr. Farewel,
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Matcth. v. ix.

Blefled are the Peace-Matkers, ﬁ»éf
they fball be called the Children

of God.

’W"N the Diftribution of His Bleflings to feveral forts of Perfonis our
1 Saviour forgets not the Peace-makers, Nor was it likely he
ﬁ, fhould, being himielf the Prince of Peaces as heis exprefly filed,
Ifa. 9. 6. One great end of his coming into the World was,
by rectifying and fweetning the Tempers of Men, to extinguifh gl
Enmities and Wars s to change Swords into Plow-[haresy and Speares irnte
Pruning-hooksy Ifa. 2. 4. 1o take away the Poyfon of Afps and Cocka-
trices, the Cruelty of Wolves, and the Fiercenefs of Leopards and Fiosns:,
and to make them live peaceably and fociably, even with the mofk
harmlefc and defencelefs Creatures. Iz 11. 6, 7, 8.

"Tis true, he fays in another place, that he came not to fend Peace,
but @ Sword : Forefeeing that his Gofpel would, through the Malice
of Men, meet with great Oppofitions, and confequently would be tl.e
accidental Caufe of great Divifions, Eamitics, and Contentions in the
World, tho’ in direct Oppofition to thec very cnd and defign of ir,
which was to reconcile all the World to God, and all Men to one
another. He forefaw what would happen thro’ the Wickednefs of
Men quite contrary to his Intention; for (however it might happen, )
He came not with Defig» to fend the Sword, but Peace among Men s
Peace was the Legacy Hec bequeath’d us, when he whs preparing to
ayc for us.  Peage I leave with you, faid He, wiy Peace I give wpro you.

A3 Nog



(6 2)
Nor during hisLife' did Herecommyend any Virtues move frequénely
to His Difciples, -than ' mutual Love, Meeknefs, Contentednefs: angd
Humility, which are the true and only Foundations of Peice and
Quietnefs 11 the World. ~ And in my- - Text among the Beatitndes
He pronounces a Blefling upon the Peace-makers, and fets a peculiar
Mark of his Favour upon them. Bleffed, 1ays-He, are the Peace-makers:

In the Management of which Words, 1 fhall endeavour to fhew,

1. What is meant by Peace, and what are the feveral kinds of it.

2. Who are they that may come under the Notion of Peace-malker;,

3. Why fuch Perfons are pronounced Bleffed.

4. Why they fhall be called the Ctrildren of God; and fhall conclude
with {uch Inferences and RefleCtions as may refult from what fhal]
have been faid. | ; o 3 .

1ft. Let us fee what 1s mcant by Peace. Peace 1s of {feveral forts,
and if we take it in the feveral Kinds and Gradations of it, we fhall
find therc 1s

1{t. Pcace of Confcience, or Peace between God and the Soul.

. 2. OEconemical Peacc, when private Families live amicably and
quictly together, without Diflention and Difcord. .

3. Pareshial Peace, when Neighbours do the fame. |

" a. Polstical Peace,” or Peace Ecclefiaftical and Civil, when all the
Members of a Church and Stare conf{pire in a perfect Obedience and
Submiffion to the Laws and Rules of both, without any Fadion,
Schifin or Rebellion. ~

§. Foreign Peace, or Peace abroad with other Kingdoms or States.

¥. Peace between God and the Soul. ‘ -

While a Sinner perfifts in a wicked Courfe of Life, he: is at Eumity
with God, and in a State of War and Rebellion againft him ;. dnd this
Enmity between God and the Sinner is mutual. As Geod hates the
Sinner while he continues fuch, {0 the Sinner is reprefented in Scrip-
rure as an Enemy to God, and an Auzzer of him. Not that Ged who
is. infinite Goodnefs, can he the proper and formal Obje& of any Man'’s
Hatred, nor as it every Siiner that did wickedly were fuppos’d ‘to do
fo oyt of a dirett and defign’d Enmity to the Deity,  which perhaps
very-tew, ifany do; but becaufe the Sinner in Effe& does the fame’
things that an Enemy of God would do, and treats him in the fame
man.ter- as if he directly hated him. He will not believe his Word.
tic prefers the World and its Ddlight before him, and: breaks thrc;;'

.- =~ a
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ol the-Reftraints he:hds laid upon his corrupt Appetites, and livesin
- a conftant-Breach of his known Commands, without any Value for the
. Promifes, or any Regard to the Threatnings of the Gofpel.
 This is 1a Effet to fight againft God, to be at Enmity with him,
- and to hate him 3 and this is the reafon that the Apoftle addreffing
- himfelf to Sinners, 2 (or. §. 20. ufes the Word reconcile: Be ye TECON~
- ciled unto God. Which Reconciliation implies a2 Retura to God by
- Repentance, Confeflion and for{aking of our Sins:; by laying afide all
- Prejudices againft him and his Laws; by entertaining right and wor-
- thy Notions of himfelf, and the reafonablenefs and YXquity of his
~ Commands, and his wife and good Defigns in impofing them; refol-
- ving for the future to obey them to the utmoft of our Power, and to
-~ Jove him with all our Seuf, and with all our Strength. This it is to be
~ reeongsled unto God, and to be at Pegee with him. - And fo much con-
" cerning the firft fort of Peace, viz. That between God and the Spul. The

Sccond 0ort of Peace that offers it felf in order to our Thoughts, is
Peace in the private Family. _

When all the Perfons {aelonging to it, Husband and Wife, Parents
and Children, Mafters and Servants perform their {feveral Duties to
cach other refpectively in fuch a manner, as to give no occafion for
Difcontent, Animofities, Quarrelling, or Diflenfion. Such an Houfe
may be faid to be in Peace. Parochial, the . ~

Third fort of Peace is much of the fame Nature, with Regard to
Neighbourhboods, that the other is with Refpet to private Familics.

And as to the two remaining Kinds, Political and Foreign, they arc
fo well underftood, that there is no need of explaining them. |

-Nor is there any need I fhould dwell much upon the
- second Head propofed, in fhewing who are the Pesce-makers. . - -

‘Tis plain- they are fuch as contribute their beft Endeavours. to
make Peace in Families, Neighbourhoods, Church and Stare, at home and
sbroad.  The Word in the Original is egnvomoref, which (as Interpre-
ters obferve) in Greek fignifies and denotes thofe who endeavounr in
their feveral Stations, and as Occafions offer themfelves to reffore Peace
among Perfons who difagree; and alfo thofe who endeavour to preferve
Peace, Love and Friendfhip where it is, as well as to prevent Conten-.
tions, Quarrellings and Difcords from arifing among Chriftian Brethren.

They alfo ‘may come under the Notion of Pesce-makers, who make

ta great.part of their care, ‘not only te make Peace among them that
. are

*



“are at Varianice but who are of peaceable Spirits them/elvess and why
on their own part preferve and maintain that Peace, Which either N
ture, Religion or Friendfhip or Neighbourhood have fetled dmop,
them with whom they live. Concerning which fort of Peace-making,
St. Purl {peaks, Rom. r2. 18. when he exhorts them in thefe Words,
If it be poffible, as miuch as lieth in you, live peaceably with all Men.  The
Atwifrers of the Gofpel alfo may be reckon’d among the Peace-make;
with Refpeét to their Office, which is to be inftrumental in making
Pcace between God and the Sinner. And

Laftly and principally, they who reconcile Kingdoms and Srates toge-
ther, and put an end to the Troubles and Confufions of the World by
Peace upon juft and honourable Terms and Conditions; of which kind
isthait GLORIOUS P E AC E which we this day commemorate.

Having thus fhewn in fhort what Peace is, and whe are the Peace.
makers. I come now in the

Third Place, to fhew why fuch Peace-makers-are pronounced blefed.

Now they are called Bleffed who thus make Peace, becaufe of the
Txcellency of their Work, aud becaufe Peace of whatever kind it be,

is o very great a Bleffing.
1. As to Peace of Confcience, or Peace between God and the Soul;

what greater FHappinefs can there be thanto be juf:fy’d,and pardon’d of
all our Sins ? Whoever has obtain’d this Mercy from God, fhall not
be punifh’d for the Sins he has committed, either in this World or

the next; He is fecure from al the Punifhments and Miferies of Hell

and Eternity 5 from all that is dreadful in the Wrath of God, and
from all the Mifchiefs and Torments that the Hatred and Malice of

Devils can 1nflict.

This is certainly an ineftimable Benefit, and makes holy David, :
full of Admiration for {fo great a Blefling, to cry out, Blefed is the
Man whofe Iniquities are forgiven, and whofe Sin is covered 5 Bleffed istie :

Adan to whom the Lord timputeth no Sine Yet this is the Staltf of cvery
RMan who is st peace with God ; his Sins are all forgiven him for the

fake of his Bleifled Redeemer; and by the Merit of His perfeét Obe- !

dience, he is intituled to a glorious and everlafting Reward.

- This furely is the happieft of all Conditions. For what can a Man
with for more than to be well with God, to be perfe&ly reconciled to

him, to have him for our Friend, to be the Obje& of his. Love, and

to be {fure that his gracious Eyes are always open over us to prote:}
1155
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us, and. his Hands.always ready to load us witl his Benefits 2. Th-
- Happinels of the Saints and Angels above, confifts in the Senfe they

nive of the Leve and Favour of God to them ; and why fhould noc
E then {0 high an Advantage , as the Love and Favour of God, be

matter of Joy and Satisfadtion to the Children of God here below ?
Can there be any greater Happinefs, than to be fure of the Love and
Favour of God here, and to have an undoubted Right to all the Glory
of his Kingdom hereatter? aud to have the Firlt-fruits and Beoiji-
nings of it even here, 11 the habitation of the Holy Spirice in our
Hearts, and in thofe Graces and Favours he cvery day communicates
to thofe whom he fcals to the Day of Redemption ? efpecially know-
g this, and having that Aflurance of it, which the Scripture teach-
es us every true Penitent, every Good and holy Man, as long as he

continues fach, nay juftly and warrantably have ?
Now {uch a Peace as this between God and the Soul being fo high

and ineftimable a Bleffing, that Man may be well called Bleffed, who
by a true Repentance and conftant Perfeverance in an Holy and Chri-
ftian Life, has made his Peace with God, and continues in Peace with

him.  Acquaint now thy felf with bim, and be ar Peace, and great gocd

~ fhall come unto thee,- Job 22. 21.
They alfo. avre entitled to our Saviour’s Blefling pronounc’d upon

the Peaccmakers, who are inftrumental in making this happy Peace
between God and the Sinner, as the Minifters of the Gofpel more
elpecially are.  How beautiful upon the AMountains are the Feer of him that
bringeth glad Tydings of Peace and Salvarion ? Ual. 52. 7.

2. Next to Peace between God and the Soul, OFEconomical Peace, or
Peace 1n the Private Family, is doubtlefs a very great Blefling ; when
Husband and Wifc live together in the Bands of cordial Affeftion,
without Jealoufy, Difcontent or Difcord ; when Children and Ser-
vants are dutifuol, obedient, and faithful to their Parents and Mafters,
the Family may well be called Bleffed and happys; and blefid are thofe
who promote this domeftick Peace and Tranquility, becaufe in it they
both do their Duty to God, and alfo perform an A& of the higheft
Charity to themfelves, or their Neighbour.

3« Parochial Peace 1s no {inall Blefling, when inftead of bitter Envy-
lngs, Hatred, Contempts, Reproaches, Injurics and Frauds s Neigh-
bours arc friendly, Juft and charitable to each other, helptul to one:

another in their Diftrefles, not eafily offended, mutually forgiving and
- B condelcending
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condefcending to one gnother. As fuch a Parifh as this 1s happy iy
comparifon of too many where the contrary Vices reign, {o that p,,.
fhioner who endeavours all he can. to preferve or reftore a Payif) or
Neighbourbood to fuch a blefled State, pas a very good Title to the
Benediction of our Saviour pronounced 1n my Texr. As they have alfo,

4. Who make it their Bufinefs more efpecially to promote peg,
and Unity 1n the whole Church and Stare.

For as tc the Church, it 1s never in o happy a Condition, never
flourifhes fo much, as when her Children fpread them{elves like 0/jy,-
branches round about her Table in conftant Communion with her, apd
her alone:y, when all agree in one things all think, do, and {peak the
fame thing ; all confpire in one main End, when all are fettled on one
Grouad; move by one Rule, and tend to one End, the Glory of God,
and the Salvation cf their own and one anothers Souls. 1In fhort,
when there is Uriry and Ferity in the Church of God, without Herefy,
Schiim, and Divifion. ,

And as for a State Or Kingdom, it1s never {o happy as when all the
Subjects confpire together for the publick Good, without any By-cnds
or Aims of private Intereft in prejudice to the publick; without any
Sidings, Parties, Fadtions, or Divifions. A Kingdom thus united,
Ias double the Force and Security of another, where the Minds
of Men are dif-united, and diftraéted with various Opinlons, INotions,
and Judgments.

Union then in Church and Stare being {o very great a Bleffing, they
certainly nrerit a fhare of our Saviour’s Bleffing 1n my Text, who en.
deavour all they can to further and promote it.
~ ¢.and laftly. Whoever fhall but ever {fo little confider the many
Bleflings that Peacc abroad, and Friendfhip with Neighbouring Nations
brings along with it; the Eafe from burdeniome and grievous Taxes,
the {faving of Lives and Treafure, the Wealth and Profperity that
are the conftant Confequences of a free and open Trade with all the
World; the Blenty and Conveniences of Life that attend it, when
Countrics difloclated from each other by mighty Waters, and accor-
ding to the difference of the Soil and Climate, abounding with variety
of Fruits and Produdts, furnith each other mutually with whatever
cither Necellity or Pleafure requires; whoever (1fay) fhall conlider
this, tho’ but curforily, cannot but acknowledge Pease abraad to bea
very great Happinefs to every Kingdom that is concern’d in it -

18 :
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This being {o, and {ceing to promote thé général Good of a People
' cannot but be vary acceptable to God in a Governor we may wiich very
good reafon congratulate our wile and good Queez 4 N I E, and her
able and faithful MINISTERS, in thc Title they have to the
Bleffing ©f our Saviour pronounc’d in the Text, Blefed are the Peace-
mikerse BE AT I P ACIFICI was the Motto of her Majelty’s Great
Graindfather, K. Fames . He dclighted in Peace, and her prefent Ma-
jelty having accomplifhed the glorious Work, deferves from all the
\Vorld the general Acclamation of BE AT A4 P ACIFICA.

And fo much concerning the third Point, which was to fhew why
the Pcace-makers are called Bleffed. 1 come now to the |

ath flling propos’d, To fhcw why they arc calied the Childyes
of God. ’

God 1s oitentiimes in Scripture called the God of Pesce; and the
Reafon of this Appellation may be cither,

‘1. Becaufe the Divine Nature cnjoys in it felf a profound Peace and
Tranquility and governs the World guier/y by his Providence, without
anty Trouble or Difturbance to himf{elf.

2. Becaufe there is nothing more pleafing to him than Peice, nor
which he hates more than Divifion, Difcord and Wars. The Vilion
1 which he appeared to Elias, 1 Kings 19. 12. 1eprefents this Pro-
perty of his to us 5 the Scripturc obferving that his Prefence was not
in the Wind that rent the Mountains, nor in the Earthguake, nor in the
Fire, but in the f#;/ and fmall Poice, to fhew us that he takes Pleafure
in quiet, retir’d, and Peaceful Souls, and not 1n rurbulenr, veftlefs, and
tempeftuous Difpofitions. -

3. He 1s call’d the God of Peage, becaufe heis the _durhor of all. the
Peace that the Crcatures enjoy. °Tis he that preferves Peace among
the holy _Augels, Effablifhing it in the High Places, (as %ob fpcaks. )
"Tis he that in his Son, and thro’ his Satisfa&ion, gives us the Peace of
both Worlds; that which we here at prefent enjoy, and that eyverlaft-
g Peace which we hope for hereafter in the Heavens.

Or if we take the Word Peace in another Senfe, wherein the Scrip-
ture commonly ufes it, to fignify Pre/perity and Succefs, *tis with great
Reaion that God 1scalled the God of Peace, becaufe all the Profperity
which cither the Church in general, or any part Of 1t In particular, can
have here below, muft be owing wholly and abfolutely to his Grace
and Favour. |

INOW
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Now God being called the God of Peace for thefe or the. like Reafong;
they who are /ike him,or imitate him in this divine Property, are called
the Children of God. . They are Lovers of Peace, as Hc is, and uf
their Endeavours in their way, and according to their Power, to
make all the World at Peace. -

And in this they are the Children of their Saviour Chriff too, as wel
as of God the Farher, who was the firft and chiefeflt Peaco-maker that
ever the World faw. His Goipel is the Gofpel of Pesce, not only of
snternal Peace, or Peace of Confcience, between God and Man, but al-
fo of external and frarernal Peace between Man and Man, not only be.
tween God and the Sinner, but between Sinner and Sinner: and ip

the fame Order, hrft between Heaven and Earth, and then between -

the Dwellers upon Earth. The Pcace-makers then, as they arc Fol-
lowers and Imitators both.of God the Father and the Son, fo they are
the Children of both: than which what can be moregreat and bosnourable?
The blind and prejudic’d World may account the Sons of 14zrs and
Bellona great and happy, who are expert in making, maintaining and
managing a War; but our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift hath {et a pe-
culiar Mark of Favour and Honour on thofe who are skilful in making

Peace.  BlefJed are the Peace-makersy for they (hall be called the Children

of God: M
And fo much for the fourth Particular, which was to fhew why

the Peace-makers are called the Children of God-

I thall conclude with fome Inferences and Obfervations upon and
from what has been faid. And, . '

1. From what has been fald we may obferve the grear Eacellency of
Peace. Peace in any kind, and under any Notion, is [weer and lovely,
whether it be publick or private. The very Name and Sound of it is
{weet ; ’tis as Honey in the Mouth of him that pronounnces it, as Adelody
in the Ear of him that hearethit; and certainly much fweeter then
muft the thing it {elf be to him that enjoys it. What Health is to
the Body, Calmnels to the Sea, Serenity unto the Day, fuchis Peace
whether it be that between God and the Soul, that of private Familics
or Neighbourhoods, or the more publick one in Church and State,
between Nation and Nation. Peace {ets all things right, refltoreseve-
ry thing to the natural and proper Pofture it ought to be in; It
re-inftates the Soul in a peaceful Subje&ion to the Law of God ; it
brings the Servant under the lawful Authority of the Mafter, the

Childrelt



(¢ 13:) |

B children under the Parent, the Subje&t ander the Sovereign, quelling
% il haughty and alpiring Faltions, and reftores that mutual Amity”
E .0d Commerce among diftant Nations, that is fo natural and profita-
¥ bleto Mankind. Like an Zutelligence it moves all the lower Spheres of
B . Family or Neighbourhood, and the greater ones of States and King-
¥ doms in perfe¢t Order and Harmony with each other. SR
B 2. Let us next confider our Obligations to endeavour after Peace::
¢ And thofe arife both from the Law of Nurure and of God. Mankind
§ cnnot {ubfift without Society; God by his efpecial Providence has {o
E order’d things, that no Manis fo great, fo all-fufficient in himfclf, as
& tobe frec from all Wants. Nay, there is no Man that does not want
g the Afliftance of a great many. for his comfortable Subfiftance in the
g \World. God has made Man {o indigent and dependent a Creature, in
k' order to ditpofc him for, and in a manner force him to Society, that
¢ Love and Amicy might be as well his Ezgagement as his Choice. Ac-
g cordingly onr Want of each others Succour begets a defire of it, De-
g firc begets Engagement, and this involves us in the fweet Neceflity of
¥ Friendfhip, and knits us faft in the Bond of Peace. So that he who
¥ breaks this Bond, offends againft the Inftitution of Nature, and is an

f Fnemy to his own Safety. |

¥ Ineed not urge the Obligations we are under to this Duty, from the ye-

f wal’d Law of God, there being nothing more plain, than that all thePre-
- eptsof the Gofpelthat refpect ourNeighbour have a tendency this way.

¢ 3. Let us next confider how far we are oblig’d to it; as far as is po/=

- fble. If it be poffible 1ays the Apoftle, and as much as in you Licth, live

¥ reaceably with all Men. We are therefore bound to ufe all the Means
¢ we poflibly can, to conquer our Averfions from each other, to rcéify

= ouir wrong Judgments, lay afide our Prejudices; for nothing lefs than
‘ablolute and evident Neceffiry can fo much as extenuate or excufe, much
“lefs juftify, either Faction in the State, or Schifm in the Church. If
this'one maxim were well weigh’d and pra&is’d, the Condition of the
‘World wonld be much more peaceable and quiet than it is. For

: whence is it that Fa&ions in the State, and Schifins in the Church a-
21ife? Not from Neceffiry, but Men’s Lxffs and private Interefts.

. And as we are thus bound to ufe all poffibJe Means to bring our felves

: to this peaceable Temper, fo this Difpofition muft be general and uni-
verfal. - We are bound to live peaceably, not only with our

- Fends, Kindred or Acquaintance, not only with thofe whom

i * ] INatwure,

:

|
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 Nature, Defert, or Party hath made dear to us; this were to combipe
with fome few againft all the World. A1l {fuch Choice and Diftingi.
on iIs Faftion, Not Peace. T'lhie true peaceable Affeétion admits no | .
mitation; the Extent of the Exhortatiow is fo large, as to include
all Men .

And herc we may oblerve the Difference between the Divine 7.
giver, and the Pagan Philafopher. He enjomns us an univerfal Peace, the
other only =gis o8¢ weirmves eipnveders, &cC. as Ariffotle in his Rbetorick,
¢ Be fureto be at Peace with thofe that be mightier than you; asfor
¢ othcrs, let it be in your choice to be at Peacc or War. "The Chiftiz,
Religion is the greateft Encourager of Peace that ever was, and hath
laid a greater Horror, and fouler Blemifh upon Difcord and Diflention,
than Pbilvfophy ever did, when fhe was moft rigid and fevere.

- 4. Since Pcacein Church or State is {o great a Blefling, that they
who promote it deferve to be called f?[%}d, what do they deferve to be
called, who do what they can to difturb i1t? ierericks oppugn the

Truth of the Church by Error, and Schkifmaricks deftroy the Peace of
it by Divifion. In doing thus they act not the part of Chriftians; no-
thing more contrary than this to the true Spirit of Chriffianity.  Alex-
ander Severus {ecing two Chriftians contending, commanded them that
they fhould not take the Name of Chrifians any longer upon thun,
for ({aith he) you difhonour your Mafter Chrift. Even an Hearicn
could fec that guarrelling and Chyiffiauiry are 1nconfiftent.

Secondly, Such Difturbers of the Peace obltruct the Progrefs of Piety,
bring an Opprobsum and Scandal upon Religion, and make the ways of
God to beevil fpoken of; as if the Chriffian Religion were a Bone of
Contention, an QOccafion of Strife and Divifion.

Thirdly, They weaken the Church and Srare, and expofe them to |
Ruin and Deftruction. Fofepbus obferves that the City of Ferufalom,
when it was befieged by Pefpafian and Titus, had three great Factions .
in it, which deftroyed more than the Enemy, and was the Occafion
of the taking it. How fatal Divifions have been to this Nation, the
Tranfactions of the laft Age may fufliciently inftruct us; and we may
learn from our Hiftorians, that in former Ages, the Mutinies, Fact-
ons, and Diftractions of the People gave anOpportunity to the Romarisy
Saxonsy Danes and Normans to conquer aud inflave them. |

And as to the Church, we have o many Sehifins and Ferefies, and arc |

yun uito {o many particular Churches, that we have reafon to fear gﬂg i
. 0d
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E God will (as he jultly may ) unchurch us, as hedid 4f4, and fuffey
b ot laft the Roman Superftition to prevail upon us here, as He did the
¥ afomeran there.  What Name then do they deferve, who by their
f foolifh and unreafonable Divifions expofe their native Country to
¥ fuch Hazzards?

¢ Fifthly, As by the Blelling of God wpon the Councel of Her
¢ MAJESTY and her MINISTERS we are now at Peace with
E our Enemies abroad upon juft and honourable Terms, let us fivft praife
i God forit; as they who know how to value 1t aright, and how hard
kit was to be obtained, cannot but do. Hath Cod wondertully blefs’d
§:us with the Blefling of Peace, and fhall not we return Thanks and
¢ praifc unto him for beftowing fo great and miraculous a Blefling upon
- ns? Shall not He inherit the Praifcof our Ifracl who hath plac’d Peace
e ypon ic2 We deferv’d a Continnance of the Miferies of Wars rather

¢ than the Blefling of Peace. Blefled be his holy Name who hath
© wrought {o blefled and undeferv’d a Change for us.

¥ Siarhly, Let us be careful to smprove it. The morc Peasce God affords

. 2 People, the more Service he expedts from them.  Beweficium poftul.ir

¥ 0fcinm, Bounty calls for Dary. ’Tis obfervable from Exod. 27. and

Y2 Chron. 4. That Selomor’s Altar was much finer and larger than that

Ei of Mofes. Adofes was 1n a warfaring State, inan uniettled Condition,

¢ 1n the Wildernefs, in continual Travels, full of Troublesand Anxie-

{ ties; but Solomoen was in a State of Tranquility, fettled in a quiet and
+ peaceable Pofleflion of a flourifhing Kingdom. Thus it ought to be
| with us, as we have more Peace and Profperity than formerly, our
f-oervice of Almighty God fhould be proportidinable. We rvead Afts
9-31. Then bad the Churches reft throughout wll Judea, and Galilee and
- dSamariay, and were edify’d, and walking in the Fear of the Lord, and in the
gfmz_f‘a?‘t ofthc dey Gha_ﬂ', mere mu[rfply?d' Their reft did not make
i'them reftive, their Peace did not incite them to rebel againft God, to
-walk wantonly, but in the Fear of the Lord. Such an ¢/ and Im-
- provement we ought to make of our prefent Peace.

' Laffly, As we ought to make a right ufe of this Pcace, and return
-our Thanks to God for it, fo ought we not to forget thofe whom God
has been pleafed to make ufe of as his Inffruments in effeGting it; our
Sraclous Sowereign the QU ELEN, and her prefenr MINISTERS
Perfons never to be buried in Oblivion, but rather ever to be rememzber’d
With Admiration of theiv Wifdom, a grateful Senie of their Benefirs,
- ‘ and
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and a Continual Acclamation of the Bevediction it my Text, Blefed ,
rhaLPmcel'—ﬂmkﬁm-i) teflid : A
et them be blefled with all the Happinefs and Profperity this ;
can afford, and after Dearh let Bleffednefs follow them r.lmto )ftholi{g é:e!{

Heavens, and that new BEarth, wherein dwelleth Righteoufnefs, an
Peace and Joy unfpcakable for evermore, Amen. -
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