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- Pfalm CXLIV. isth Verfe, .7

Huappy are the people that are in [uch

acafe s yea, bleffed are the peo-

‘ple, who bave the Lord for their
GOD.

*HE Royal Plalmift having receivd
abundant tokens of the Divine Fa-
vour, in a grateful manner bleffes

the Lord bis [trength 3 and, ‘to make Vo -
Heaven fome return for its Kindnefs, “he of-

fers up this Hymn of Praife, composd in
Honour of God, the Primary Author of all,

who was his bope and bis fortrefs,.. bis caftle and ve:. .
deliverer ; 'and herein he r1efleéts on the Inf-
nite Goodnefs and Love of God, .in compari-
fon of the unworthinefs and lownels of the
objet, finful man ;. fory fayshe, Lord, whar .
is man, that thou.baft fuch a refpect unto bim,> or =
the fon of man, that thou fo regardeft him? In-
timating, that tho we reap the higheft fa-

| B VOLUrs,
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vours, as free-gifts from Heavens Bounty,

we are unworthy of the leaft : Which Con-
{ideration juftly ftrikes him wich a deeper

{enfe of Gratitude and Thanks; and excites

his Soul to break out into a more zealous

Rapture of Joy, and an uncommon defire to

Ve o, [T a new Jong unto God, and to [ing praifes upon
a ten-flringed lute : In which triumphal Hymn,

running in lively, brisk expreflions, he gives

us a detail of the moft material bleflings of

State, viz. Encreale of Power and Wealth,
Plentifulnefs and Succels , and then winds up

the whole with the joyful Elogy in my Text,
Happy are the people that are in fuch a cafe : And,
becaufe the above-mention’d Wational Blel-

iings can originally be derivid from no othe
Spring but the Plenteoufnefs, Goodnefs, and

All-{fufhciency of God, he {ubjoins, yea, ble/.

fed are the People who bave the Lord for their God
Which Expreflion,in Scripture Language,implies |
having God on their {ide, or enjoying his favour

and affiftance on all occafions. Thus God de-
clares to the Fewifh Nation, who were under

- the more immediate Care and peculiar Pro-
te€tion of Heaven~~-1 will be their God ; and m

kxod. 16, another place-~--in the morning ye fhall be filled
1z, with bread, and [hall know that I am the Lord yow
God ; and again in the 20th Chapter~.--1 z;im

(e
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the Lord thy God---that 1is,_ the God that pro-
tects and fecures you, as the deliverance ex-
prefsd in the next words fully explains : So
that having the Lord for our God, means his
being our helper and defender, the rock of our
might and falvation, and fuch-like Titles, fic
quently occurring in Holy Writ. And indeed
the Expreflion in itfelt needs liccle Interprecation,
becaufe to be a2 God to any one, according to
the true notion of a Supreme Deity, as all-
wife and powerful naturally imports the greac-
et Prote&tion and Detence.

Having thus fhewn the defign of the Plalm,
and the Importance of the Texe, I propole to

confider,

Firft, Wherein the Happinels ot a Mation
conlifts—FHappy are the peopley that are 11 fuch «
cafe

Secondly, Shew, that having the Lovd for
their God i1s the original caufe. of all Mational
Bleflings — yea, blefJed are the people who have the
Lord for their God.

Thirdly, What returns we are to make,
and what means we muft ule to preferve Gods
Blefling upon our National affairs.

The Happinels of a State confilts princie
pally in the duc performance of Religion and

the true Worthip of Geod, whercin wih ouz
B pA ?HfHJ
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mind and one mouth we glorifie God the Father of our
Lord Fefus Chrift ; and, in imitation of the Pri-
ke 24. mitive Chriftians, are continnally i the Temple,
3 prasfing and bleffing God. For God, who re-
| quires Reverence and Obedience at our hands,
will in recompence beftow the fignalleft fa-
vours on that People where his Holy Religion
is moft and beft perform’d, having declard in
..sam. 2 his Oracles, He that honoureth me, him will I ho-
" aonr. And therefore a right Exercife of Reli-
gion, pra&tisd and .countenanc’d by thole in
high Authority, and {olemnkby pertorm’d by
thofe in a lower Sphere, is the beft Expedient
to derive Heavens favour on a Civil Conftitu-
tion ; and upon this Bottom, as on a Rock,
a Nation's Profperity is {fo fx'd, as not to be
moved by the Storms and Aflaults of any
outward, or even inward Force beating againit

it. |
Now, that we ferve the Lord in chis Beauty
of Holinefs, and Purity of Worfhip, the Tefti-
mony of Scripture, the Example of the Apo-
5ph. 2. -, fEles, and Chrift himfelf the head of the Church,
which 15 his Body, fufhiciently declare in our be-
half : For without either the Excefs or Defect
Phil. 4.5.in -Religious Service, we let our Moderation be .
known to- all Men, till preferving a due Decorum
in {inglenefs of Heart, and as the Apeftle di-

reéts,
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vects, do all things decently and in order. And:Corrg.
when fuch publick Mercies call for our pub-""
lick Acknowledgments, we offer up in a Scrip-
tural form a San&ified Heart, and the calves
of our Lips, and with fuch Sacrifices God is
well pleasd. By which pure Method of De-
votion we are with one accord in the temple, and A&.2.4¢
there fend up our joint-petitions to the Throne
of Mercy for our publick and private Benefits,
imploring Bleflings upon the Ecclefiaftical and
Civil State y -Welfare and Profperity on the
Gracious Moderator and Prelerver of both |
Prefervation of Peace and an Unmion at home,
and Succefs abroad ; and (thanks be to God )
our Prayers are heard, and the Lord has not
denyed us the requefts of our Lips, becanfe we
ask_not amifs 5 for thou, O Lord, art become fa-pfuim égs.
votirable unto thy Land ; which now fees the”™
Lawrel and the Olive, badges of two different
States, friendly contributing to our Ornament
and Joy, and both the Trophies of a Foreign
War, and the Bleflings of a Domeltick Peace,
mutually prometing the Good and Honour of
a glorious Queen and happy Peoples in the
midft of War, we are in the midft of Peace,
~and the voice of joy and health is in the dwellings
of the righteous : And lo ! The Trumpets that
{ounded a Charge, are now founding a Tri-

umph? |
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U 1}‘1 and the hoarfe din of War is turn’d
into the fweet ¥oice of Melody.

The next Happinels of a State 1s a Pious
Governour , who, going wholly upon the
Principle of Virtue, has a careful and tender
regard for the Good and Liberties of Subjedts,
dealing with the People, as God, whom fuch

O . .
reprefent, does with his Creatures, and by exe

hibiting aéts of Mercy, Mildnefs and Benefi.
cence, becomes a Nurjmcg Mother to the wholc
Community ;5 and thereby gets a fore of title
to the kind Smiles and Indulgences of Heaven,

fuch as we this day rejoyce in.
For when Piety and Juftice fit on the
Throne, the height and blaze of the Example,
like Lights from an Eminence, caft a Luftre
- and Influence upon the whole, and the Sub-
Macr, s, JEETS by ffcmcg the good works r*Zorzﬁe ther fm‘]e;
. which s 1 heaven ; “which univerfal encreafe of
Godlinefs purchales Goas Blefling upon a Na-
tions affairs ; nay, the World 1s not without
both Antlent and Modern Inftances, wherein
the part?cul coodnefs of its Soveralgn has
engag’'d Gods Providence and Favour ;3 as on
: the other hand, a Monarchs Crimes draw
down an heavy load of Gods difpleafure on
the whole body of a State, and the ftroke of
Juftice, {o long ﬁlfpcnded for wifc ends of
Pro-
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Providence, compenfates its delauy by the
weightine(s of the Blow ; for the Vengeance
due ro Treachery, Bloodfhed, Rapince and [n-
juftice, however flow in its Paces, and late in
its Arrival, yet comes fure, attended with no
lefs than aftonithing Difafters, general Rous,
difpirited Armies, degraded Princes, and No-
bles in Links of Iron s God, by whom Kings reign,
keeps a more {tri¢t Eye upon the behaviour of
Crowned Heads ; becaufe by virtue of their
divine Chara&er, and as fhining with Reflexi-
ons of his glorious Majelty, they bear a near
relation to him ; and the legal or illegal Uic of
their Power, brings down cither the Vials of
God’s Wrath, or the Plenteoufnels of his FLo-
ving Kindnefs to the State; f{o thar, s the In-
rereft of a King and his People are infeparably
interwoven, the good or ill condition of a
Kingdom very oiten turns on the Merics or
Demerits of its Prince. And therefore happy,
thrice happy is that Land, where Righteoufnefs
and Truth flourith, and reign cogether with
the Royal Preferver and Pactern of both, where
a full Enjoyment of Liberty and Property, the
effets of {uch a Covernment, complear the
Happinels of the whole ; for whilft Vircue and
Equity {way the Sceprer, Slavery and Oppreili-
on keep at a diffance, thole being the mon-
{trous,
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ftrous, but true Products of only Tyrannical
Form:s.

Let us add to this, that publick Meafures
and Counfels go fteadier and {moother under
the Guidance of Piety and Moderation ;5 whilft
the Thoushts of the Wicked are as a troubled Sea,
toffing them to and fro with an unufual Per-
plexity and Diftra&ion in their Affairs.

The next Happinefs of a People confifts in
its fuccefs in War, and indeed this gives the fi-
nifhing Stroke to the whole : Fer whereas a Na-
tion, when compelld, in defence of its Religi-
on, Liberty and Trade, to have recourfe to
Arms, opens all irs Veins of Blood and Trea-
fure to purfue vigorous efforts againft en-
croaching Power, the Prolperity of the State
depends upon that of its Wars ; and therefore
when happy Events, glorious Piffories, {urpri-
zing Deliverances, and a continual Bleffing up-
on the Juftnefs of the Caufe crown the Hearti~
nefs of its Aflerters endeavours, and the Bravery
of their Arms, O! How Gracious is their God,
and -how bappy are the People, that are in fuch a
Cafe.

Laftly, To top thele Bleflings the Heavenly
Gift of Plenty and Quiet at home is alfo a ve-
ry requifite and eflential part of 2 Kingdoms
Weltare. For if whilt it 1s wafting its Sinews

in
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in foreign Enterprizes, and f{pending its Blood
in belping him - to right that fuffereth wrong, that "™
the man of the earth be no more exalted aganft lin,

it fhould feel the fevere {courge of an home-

bred difturbance or fcarcity, gnawing, like

wo Vipers, on its Bowels wichin, the Body

Politick would foon dwindle into weaknefs

nd the Kingdom divided againft itfelf would not mu. 1.
fland 3 buc ( praifed be God ) the Sores that™:
divided the Land are kindly heal'd, and, thac

our brethren may dwell together in a joyful wunity, Pl i3z
the Precious Balm is {pread farther, - and a
more comprehenfive and entire Union 1s near
compleat throughout the Brirtsfh Ifle.  Upon
the whole, we are that, and that only happy
Land, that receive and rafte all the Sweets of
2 War , viz. Glory, Honour and Succels,
without the leaft relifh of its Bitter Ingredients,
Defolation, Blood and Ruin ; whereas moit
other Countries, now the Seats ot War, are
forc’d to be the Theatres of their own Cala-
mities and our Triumphs : Triumphs, thac
rly befpeak the Wonderful' God thar gave
them, the Condué and Valour of the Worthy
Inftruments that wrought them ; “Triumphs,
that extend their influence far and near, and
probably gave the Example and Succels to
that Rival Conqueft ac the Walls of Turm,

C WOt
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won by Herocs, equall’d by none buc ours :§
Laftly, Such Triumphs as defervedly claim the §
oratcful Tribute we are now paying to the§
L.ord of Hofls, who is the only giver of all Viétoery. §
Which leads me,

Secondly, Yo fhew that having the Lord3
for our God, is the original caufe of all thefe 4
National Bleflings.

Men obferving the clofe link of Caufe andj
Effect, are apt to affign the winning of the§
Race to the Swifr, and the Battel to the Strong, 3
forgetting God, the Principal Agent in thel
cafe ; as tho the Ruler of the World loli’d§
on his Throne with the WNod of Drowf{incis§
rather than that of Authority, f{icting as an
unconcern’d Spectator of Humane affairs, wich§
an indifferent 1egard which way the Scale turns g
Thus, becaufe Full Treafuries, well Difciplin'd
Troops, Prudent Councellorsy Scrong Allig
ances, Unanimous Refolutions, are the mold
promifing means for a Nations good, wec arc
too ready to teckon the Foundation of ouf
own laying, exclufive of the Right Hand of
God, and impute the Lords doing to an Arng
of Flefh : Whereas thefe outward means arg
but his Inftruments of Aéion, and ail Huq
mane Endeavours and Defigns would provd

~weak and ineffe&ual, withouc the concurrence of
th{
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e Divine Aflitance. ‘The Horfe is prepared a-piov. 12,
ainft the day of battel 5 but [afety is 1 the Lord.3t
For as he fits at the Helm of the Univerfe, as
an Omnifcient and Omnipotent God, he can
wind and manage our Hearts, as it fecmeth
beft to his Godly Wifdom, he can turn the
niceft Projeéts and moft tormidable Prepara-
ions into Shame, Confufion, and Precipitate

Retreats 5 or when he vouchfafes to difpence
orcat Bleflings to a Nation that be loves, he can

bring their defigns to a happy and furprizing
event, give Viltory unto Princes, and deliver b#spri. 4.,
Servant from the Peril of the Sword; or, wheu'
matters are broughe to fuch an extremity, that

tone but a God can deliver our Darling from theriim .
wer of the Dog, and [ave us from the Lions Month,* > ="
by a feafonable interpofition of his mighty and
wtflretcht arm he can refcue the diftrefs’d, {ave

vjult caufe from finking; and bring us to the ba- ., o
ven where we would be 5 as was evident in these
aitical relief of that famous Prince and-Siege,

vherein appeard fo much of Gods Providen-
ial Care alone, as hardly left any room for
dtate-policy to claim a fhare in the Succels ;
wvhich inftance, among many glorious ones

ince, is one of the greateft affrances of our
wving the Lord for our God.

C 2 Since
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Since then God, and God alone, direéts and }

fteers the courfe of worldly affairs, we muft §

took up to Heaven, whence cometh every good }
Junt17 and perfeét gift, for the true and original Au- §
thor of all our Bleflings. God s our King 5 the §

piimyq. belp that is done on earth, be doth it himfelf. For §
- could fuch well-concerted Schemes be either 3
framed or put in execution, unlefs God, who §
governeth the Heares of Princes, gave her Ma- |

jefty Prudence, and her  Senators Wildom :§
Could fuch a Conftant Stream of Succefs have §

come flowing in upon us, except the Fin- §

ger of God had both guided and protected the §
Worthy Hands that ftruck the fatal, fatal§
Blows > Or, to look nearer home, could the§
Blefling - of Plenty be among us, unlefs thef
Lord, that feigneth above the Clouds, and}

fitteth above the water-flood, open’d the Windows §

of Heavén, and from thence, as the Fountain-}

head of all Temporal Mercies, thower’'d downf

if,'“l ‘44 the former and the later rain 5 that our garners art}
| full, and plenteous with all manner of flore. In af
word, whatever National Advantages we enjoy]

and 'ré¢joyce in, we {tand indebted to Heaven]

for them all. ' |

Vv

And therefore it is highly Impious and Un-

grateful, to impute: fuch Succefsful - Services o
Chance
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Chance or Fortune, or what the Eavious World
callsa Lucky bit : Solikewife it is as wrong a way

of judging, to-refolve the Marvellows atts of the

Lord into the immediate effects of Humane

Abilities , however Noble and Iluftricus in
themfelves. We gladly own, that Royal Pru-
dence, Even Management, a Faicthful Miniftry

in Church and State, due Adminiftration of
Juftice, Perfonal Courage and Vigilance, are
defervedly the Darling Obje&ts of a Nations
Love and -Efteem ; and as Infiruments, which:
God pleasd to raife up to check and confound
the turious Attempts of Tyrants, Rebels, and
Wlurpers ; they bear indeed a great {hare in
producing great and glorious Exploitsy vt
bl chie raoht band of the Lord hath the prebemineice, Pivt. 153
the right band of the Lord bringeth mighty. things to o
pafs.

We muft go then far above Humane Ca-
-pacities, even to the heaven of beavens, the chief
refidence ef Infinite Power and Knowledge s
and there depofic at the great Authors Throne
all our Qualifications and Endowments, and
Great A&tions, the refule of them ;3 which is
in effe& but giving God his own again: FYor
our Sufhciency 1s of God. - And of him, andto,
bim, and through bim are all things, to .wf:om’ be 6.
. alory
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glovy for ever.  Here therefore the wifeft Coun.

L

cellours muft lay their beft Accomplifhments
of Policy and Thought, For the Lord giveth Un-
derftanding. Here the bravelt Heroes muft re-
ficn their Trophies at the Feet of the Lord of
Flolts., For the battel s the Lords. At this Hea-
venly Alcar the moeft Indufirious and Plenteous
Land muft dedicate their Fruits and Labours.
For God giveth the encreafe. Thus we fee that
all National Bleflings proceed originally from
the Divine Favour, and that the people are
blefled who have the Lord for their God.
Therefore not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy name,
be the praife for thy loving mercy-and thy truths

Jake.

Thirdly, Let us confider what returns we
are to make, and what means we muft ufe to
preferve Gods favour on our National Af-
tairs. |

Since God has "been fhedding from day to

day the kindeft Indulgence upon wus, and as

publick Authority and each Man’s private Ob-
ligation demand a Religious Offering of Praife
and Thank{giving, let us in fome meafure de-
ferve the favours receiv'd, by a cheerful Glo-
rification of God’s name, which is a lively

-Exertion of all the Powers and Faculties of our

i Souls,
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Sonls, to the advancement of his Glory and
Renou n, and a-direéting and reierring the whole
fcope ot all our Aéhons to that pnncxpal end ;
not that our Mite adds any weight to the
boundlels Riches of his Glory, who being an
ample fulnefs of eflential Luftre and HHPPI-
nefs, can receive no '1dd1t1on;11 Glmy to the
pelfe&lon of his Nature, yer the giving unto .
God the t/yt}{gs which are Goda Vi, \Vmﬂltp and ..o
Obedience is a requifite Tllbme ro which
God in right of his paft favours, “.nd from our
CNTiTe rclyance on him, for the continuance ot
the light of his Coun..enmcc on ouyr furure
Dehona, has a2 juflt Claim and Demand 5 aad
herefmc the omiffion of this our bounden S e
vice, would be an ungrateful negle&t of Ducy
on \/Ims part ; and ﬂom fuch [nm:{uum_ alone,
we might euﬁly dread our Enemiea Portion f:s.i'
turning. [7..1(1 i the day of Battel, and feel the re- v
verle of our prefent Succels, und we too be
brought down and fall.  For W1H God give Ho-
nout for Difhonour, -or throw -iuul Pearls as
Viétories, to fuch Swine as [ngrares, who can
{wallow the delicious Morfel “of Succels, the
Manna from Heaven, and immediately for-

get the Powerful Hand that gave it 2 O that ., |
men would therefore praife the Lord for bis Goodnefs, 8

and

-..ri'\-l'
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and declare the wonders that be doth for. the children of

Rom, £3

‘.c %

e,

Secondly, As nextunder God,we owe ouy pre-
fent Felicity to a pious and gracious Soveraign,
wholly devoted to the Scrvice of God and her
Pcople, let us render tribute to whom tribute, cu-

ftom to whom cuftom, fear to whom fear, honour to

whom honowr ts due, and in point of Gratitude as
Men, in point of Duty as Subjects made hap-
py, let a faithful Submiffion and Allegiance be

Rom, 13-paid to the powers ordained of God; inafmuch

as the Goodnefs of the Pofleflor of the Throne,
has derivid a double Blefling upon us all by
healing our Wounds at home, and giving
them abroad ; and fure fuch a Colle&ion ot
Princely Virtues fhining {o bright in the beft
of Chriftians and Queens, muft needs ravifh
the Hearts of us all, and at leaft unite all
Parties in an - unanimous Affe&tion and Loy-
alty for fo common a Benefaltrefs to the
State, fo ‘fincere a Patronefs of the Church,
{o generous a Defender and Preferver of Eu-
rope’s Liberty and Caufe. And to ftep a licle
lower to thac:Illuftrious Perfon that gave the
chief occafion to this our Joy, his eminent
Accomplifhments and Merits blazing fo con-
{fpicuous in the greateft of Subjects and .Gene-
" ~ rals,
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rals, may claim fome fhare, if not our pre-
{ent Praifes, (which are dire&ed chicfly to Ged)
yet of our Prayers for a continuance of his
Life and Profperity, fo often engag’d, and fo
much concern’d in our Caufe; which by his
Valour is now become as much {uperior to our
Enemies in its Succefs, as it always was in
Juftice. For this, this Perfon has levelld the
Ax at the Root of the Corrupt Tree, and by a
Victory unparallelld by any but one of his
own, in a few days time gave a thorough
Shock to a vaft Monarchy, of above threelcore
years raifing ; and though he has not yer bound
their Kings in Chains,yethe has fetter'd their Pow-
er ; and if we are not wanting to our {elves,
and not beguild by Sham-Pretences to Peace,
the fame powerful Hands are both ready and
able to profecute the mighty Blows; for from
the forward Advances our Expeditious Fero
has made in the Road to his own Honour, and
his Enemies Territories, the World is not with-
out hopes of feeing once again a Cefar, or,
may I not fay, a greater than Cefar in
Gasul.

Thirdly and Laftly, Since the true Worlhip
of God, and the exa& Performance of Reli-

gion appear to be the main Expedients to pre-
D ferve
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ferve the Divine Favour to a Nation, and con-
{equently its Happinels, an holy Profeflion and
Obfervance of his Wotfhip prefcribed, a Devoue
Declaration of his Praife in all Publick and Pyi.
vate Exerciles of Religion, " the Promoting of
Chrift's Kingdom in the World, the Mainte-
nance of his Church on the prefent eftablifhd
foot, are all indifpenfable Duties on our parr,
and the fureflt and beft methods to -win and
fecure Gods Favour on.our Affairs : Our Con-
tempt or Obfervance of Gods Laws, will bring
‘either Blefling or a Curle upon the Srate.  Thus
Heaven deale with its< darling People the Fews,
and thus too will he with us, his now beloved
Nation, highly favourd of God,honour'd by our
Allies, dreaded by all that bate us. Let us there-
fore wifely lay the foundation of our Happinefs
in true Piety and Holinefs, and lead fuch Lives
as may give a Force and Efficacy to our Pray-
ers, to extort a Blefling upon the Publick Ua-
pet. 217, dertakings : In a word, let us fear God, honour the
Queen, love the brotherbood, and as much, as in us
lies live peaceaé@ 'w_ifb all meii, thenwcmg_y X~
pect a continued Series of - Bleffings, and - fee
foreign Kingdoms reftored, -and our own united,
‘Triumphant Fleets,” and flill Victorious Armies,

and Crowns of glory both here and hereafter.
- "Upon
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~ Upon this bottom we may fairly ground our
-eagneflt Hopes and Wifhes, for her Majefty’s
LongLifeand Happy Reign over her United Reo-
ple, that the Lord ber firength, will Preferve her
‘with -the Bleflings of Goodnefs, and continue
to-her.and her true eftablith'd Succeflors a Crown
of pure gold 5 that he will gracioufly guide and
influence’ her Counfels, and crown both hers
and the Nations Conlultations, with an unani-
mous peaceable Refule : For Religion and Ho-
nefty are the firmeft Ground-works for fuccefs-
ful Policy, and every beft Chriftian is the beft
Subje&, and the devouteft Members of the
Church, prove the loyalleft Members of the

State. o | ..
Upon the whole, as we can on this day fic
and look a great way back on.a long and no-
ble Train of Succefles, and fee the Hand of -
Providence plainly appearing in each, fo like-
wife upon a right ufe of Gods Mercies, we may
take a2 fair and charming profpeét of more,
and if it is poflible, greater Bleflings at the end
of the Landskip, to be built on the foundation
of the prefent, and fill hope to have the Lord
for our God. And as we thus conclude this me-
morable and glorious year with a folemn and
grateful remembrance of Gods Loving Kind(:-
nefs
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nels and Metcy, fo we may hope God will in
due time finifh the Work he has begun, and fo

racioufly carryed on, and at laft erown his
prefent Blefling of a Profperous War, with
that more defireable Blefling, even the blefing of
peace 5 which God of his infinite Mercy grane
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, .men.
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