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PsAaLM xxI. II

For they intended Evil agaznft

thee, they tmagined a mif-
chievous Device which they
are not able to perform.

ezl £ are met together at this
ks Time, to render our moft
N 2081 humble Thanks to Almighty
€ ‘ Gob, for His great Goodnefs
and Mercy, in {upprefling
the late moft wicked and uxn-
pp—— natural Rebellion. Never had
we greater Caufe of Joy and Gratitude, than
on thisday ; to the happy Occafion of which
we @we all that is dear and valuable tous, as
Proteflgmes, and as a Free People. 1am per-
fuadedige do all moft fincerely rejoyce in
the Difippointment and Overthrow of {o de-
teftable a Confpiracy, againft our K1~ ¢ and
Country; and this I would, from the Words
~ which I haveread, endeavour to improve and

v v e WY

,“[’SpME Paflages in this Pfalm have a very
manifeft Reference to the Meffiah, and are ac-
cqrdingly apply’d to Him, not only by Chri-
R R | A2 ffiam
r-ﬁ » 3
e r}fféé '
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ftian Writers, but by the Fews themfelves
‘But it feems to have been more immediately
defigned for a folemn Thank{giving to Gop,
for the Receipt of thofe Mercies that had beegy
prayed for in the foregoing Pfalm ; for D,-
~vid's Viétories over his Enemies, which were
.a Type of the Vi&ory.of our Blefled Saviouz
* Br' P~ over all the Powers of Darknefs *. Tho’ Da.
frick.  w@id was anointed King by the fpecial Defig-
nation and ‘Appointment of Gop Himfelf,
and. was eftablifhed in the Throne, by the
univerfal Voice of the People ;. yet his Reign
was not only difturb’d by neceflary Wars with
foreign Enemies, but by inteftine Commo-
tions rais'd by rebellious Subjeéts: But as the
Defigns of thefe People were very wicked,
~ were againft Go o, and againft their lawful
Prince ; {o all their Attempts were unfuccefs-
ful, they were always defeated and over-
thrown. They intended Ewil, they imagined a
mifchievous Device ; but they were not able to
perform it. |
A~p thefe Words, without entring into a
more particular Explication of them, would
lead us to obferve thefe two Things:

Firffy, THAT the beft of Princes will not be
without Enemies, and in the beff Reigns, evil
< Men will be ready to enter into moft swicked and
mifchievous Defigns and Confpiracies againft their
Sewvereign. Some will find Pretences of Dif-
fatistaction, where there is the moft undoubt-
ed Ticle, the wifeft Adminiftration, and eve-
ry recommmending and defirable Quality in the
Perfon of the Prince : And their Difcontent
and Ambition will put them upon the vileft
and moft barbarous Attempts. Hiftory will
aftord us Inftances of this in all Ages: And

we learn from the Sacred Records, that if the
Bleffed
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Blefled Goo.Himfelf, ﬂ'lQllld‘in the molt par-
ieular Manner -appoint our Governors, it

would not prevent it. Dawvid, as 1 have hint-.

ed; was appointed to fuceeed Sax/, and anoine-
ed King, by the fpecial Command ot Gobp ;
yet how long, noewithftanding, did all the
Tribes of Ifrael, except only that of Fudab,
refufe to receive him, and fet up a pretended
Hereditary Right, in Oppofition to his jufter
Title, and truly Diwvine Right? And how did
they afterwards join in Rebellion againft him,
firft with Abfalom, and then with Sheba, the
Son of Bichri 2 «Mafes, the Man of God, who
was King in Fefurun,and appointed to conduct
the People of Ifrael out of the Houfe of their
Bondage, to the promifed Land of Canaan,
had undoubted Evidence of his Authority
given from Heaven; yet all could not fe-
cure the Peace of his Adminiftration, nor pre-

vent the wicked Confpiracy and Rebellion of

Korab and his Accomplices : And thus it will
ever be; ill Men will be always prepared for
fuch Wickednefs and Mifchief, tho’ it may
not break out for want of a proper Opporta-
nity, and of {ufficient Force and Numbers to
{upport it, and give it a Profpe& of Suc-

cefs.  But,

Secondly, T 10’ fuch will be the Difpofition
of [ome Men under the beft Government, and the
wifest and moft upright eAdminiftration 5 yet we
may alfo obferve, that they hawve been for the moft
part unfuccefsful in their wicked Defigns, and have
not been able to perform the Ewvil and Mifchisf they
bad intended. They have, indced, lometimes
fucceeded ; but they have much oftner fail'd,

and have met with deferved Difappointment,
Shame, and Ruin. Good Princes are under
the peculiar Protection of G o p ; and He fees

1Nto

Deut.
XXX11. §-



6 A THANKSGIVING-SERMON,

into all the Treafon and Villany of thofe that
Pilm ‘conipire againft them ; He underfards theiy
CXXXIX. 2+ Thoughts afar off : He makes His Glory fhine
forth, by a timely difcovering their impious
Conrtrivances, by infatuating their wicked
Counlels, by unravelling, and over-fetting
their well-concerted Schemes, and by defeat.
ing all thetr execrable Attempts. We have
had abundant Evidence of thisin our own Na-
tion: The many Confpiracies againft Queen
Elizabeth, the Powder-Treafon, the eAlfaffina-
tion-Plor againft the late Glorious King W
L1aM, as well asthe Deliverance of this Day,

are very remarkable Inftances of it.

I M1cur enlarge on thefe Obfervations,
but I will rather make Application of the
Words of the Text more direétly to our pre-

{fent Bufinefs, and {o I fhall take Occafion
from them,

L T o fhew the great Wickedne[s of the late Re-
vellion. | ‘ *

1. T o confider the Remarkable Providence of
Gob, in the bappy Suppreffion of it. And as
the Confideration of thefe Two, will fhew
us how great Caufe we have of Thankful-
nefs to Gop : Iwillin the

I1I. A~y laft Place, endeavaur to urge it #p-~
on you, in & (erious Exhortation thercunto.

L. 1 W11t endeazour to fhew the great Wick-
ednefs of the late Rebellion. We are ftrictly
Rom. xiii, commanded to be fubject to the higher Powers,

I, . and to [ubmit to every Ordinance of Man for the
1 Pet. 1. 100 c Sake. And as a Reafon of our Submiffi
13 on, we are ailur’d, Thac altho’ this or the

other
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other particular Form of Government is the
Ordinance of Man, yet Government in gene-
ral is of Divine Infticution, and the Ordinance
of Gop. While Governours anfwer the End
of their Inftitution, which is; to promote the
Peace and Happinefs of their Subjeéts ; they
are the Minifters of Gop, and his Vicegerents
upon Earth: They act by his Authority, and
are not to be refifted upon any Pretence
whatfoever. If a Prince, indeed, fhall not only
negleét the Duty of his Ofhce ; butinftead of
attending to the Intereff, and feeking the
Good of his Subjeéts, fhall endeavour their
Ruin, and be guilty of all Manner of Violence
and Oppreflion ; If he becomes a Terror to
Good Works, and an Encouragement to Evil T ; +B*.Head-
If having made an expre(s Contraét with his ley’s Mea-
People,and taken folemn Oaths, to maintain g‘f‘ .%f
their Rights and Liberties, he fhall after- mime
wards: break thro’ all thofe Ties, and endea-
vour to fubvert the Confticution which he
has{worn to preferve, as wasthe Cafe at the
Rewolution ; Then Refiftance becomes necefla-
1y, and it is not to rebel againit our Lawful
Prince, but to oppofe a Tyrant : Not to a& a-
gainit the Miniffer of God, who can never be fo
much the Auchor of Sin, as to give a Commil-
fion for Perjury and Oppreflion ; but againft
an Ulurper of Power he hasno Claim to, and
an Invader of the Rights of Mankind. But
on the other Hand, to refift a good Prince in
the Execution of his Office, and while he is
leeking and aiming at the Publick Happinefs,
15 t0 rebel againit the Ordinance of God,and they Rem.
that refift, (hall receive to themfelves ‘Damnati- xiii. a.
on. All Rebellion has a greac deal of Ini-
quity in it,isexceedingly difpleafing to Gop,
and of a very pernicious Effe&t and Confe-
quence ; bur certainly the late Rebellion lip

this
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S
this Kingdom, was a Wickednefs to which
we can hardly find a Parallel, This will ap-
pear, if we confider, o

Firf, T nE very evil and mifChievous In-
tention and Defign of it. -

Secondly, SeveERr aL very black and ag-
eravating Circumftances which attended it..

Firff, T nE Intention and Defign of the
late Rebellion, was very evil and mifchievous,
They intended Evil, they imagind a mifchievou
Device. For, '

1. I T was a Defign to Depofe and Murder
our moft Gracious Sovereign King Georct,
and to {ubfticute in his Room a Pretender to
his Crown and Dignity ; to deprive us of our
Rightful Prince, and give us in his Stead a vile
Impoilor; to dethrone a Prince who alone
has a jult Claim to our Allegiance, who is
our King by the Laws of our Country, and
the univerfal Voice of Thofe who wifh well
to it; and who 1s on all Accounts moft wor-
thy of the Crown he wears ; a Prince of the
greareft Capacity and Courage, of eminent
Virtue and Goodnefs, and poffefled of every
Qualicy that may endear him to all his good
Subjeéts ; and to fet upon his Throne, one
of a difputed, and juftly fulpected Birth, inca-
pable to governus by the Conftitution and
Laws of our Country, of a wretched Poor-
nefs and Meannels of Spirit, and bred up in
2n 1ncurable Averfion to us and our Religion :
For fuch a Creature, our Rebels would have
murder'd the beft of Kings. How far any
ot them had entred into a particular Scheme
and Engagement for that Purpofe, into an

Alfaffinatioy-
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Ao (Gmation-Plot, like that againit our latc

é'[l]'ogous Deliw;erer, carry’d on by Men of

the fame ill Principles, is what we are not

yet able to determine : However, as their

Defign was to Depofe His MAJEsTY, it

muft in Confequence have been to Murder

Him. For; asit has been obferv’d by a very

great Perfon *, They could not have ex- « ¢ yigh
pected that any of that Valiant Family would steward.
have thought of faving themf{elves by Flight,

or have eafily yielded up their Right to the

Imperial Crown of thefe Realms.  While they PL. xxxi.
took Counfel together againft bim, they devifed 13-

to take away bss Life; and not His only, but

of His Royal Off-fpring ; to be fure of our
Excellene Prince, the Heir both of the Vir-

tues and Dominions of his Royal FaAT HER,

2. To fubvert the Proteffant Religion, and 1n-
troduce and eftablifh Popery, was alfo intended
by the late Rebellion ; and fo we may fay of it,
what the Pfalmift does in the Text, They in-
tended Evil againft Thee, O Lord, to extirpate and
deftroy Thy true Religion. The Ruin of that
Religion which is founded on the #ord of
God, and built upon the Foundation of the
Apoftles and Prophets, and which has been Eph. ii.
preferv'd to us by a moft wonderful Series of 2o
Divine Appearances, muit have been the
Confequence, if our Enemies had fucceeded.
And we muft have had in the Room of it,
a Falfe and Idolatrous, a Blind and Bloody
Religion; a Religion which under the
Pain of Damnatjon, requires us to believe
the greateft Abfurdiries, and moit monfirous
Contradiétions ; and to practife the groffeft Su-

perftitions, and moft abominable Idolatries

which fanétifies the greatelt Villainies, and

makes Murder and Treafon meritorious; which
B takes
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takcs away the Key of Knowledge, and puts
out our Eyes ; demands, that we abfolutely
give up ourfelves to its Condud, and impli-
citly and blindly follow all that it fhall djc-
tate ; a Religion, which,inftead of promoting
Holinefs, the great Defign of Chriftianity,
gives a full Licence to Sin, which the Soyl
of Gop abhors, by its vain Difiinttions, its
trifting Penances, and its [candalous Indulgences -
In a Word, a Religion which has made itfe]f
drunk with the Blood of many Thoufands of the
Saints, which transforms its Votaries into the
moft favage Creatures, and which perfecutes
all that differ from it, with unrelenting Cry-
eity, with the moft inhumane and unpa.
rallel'd Berbarity, as all Europe, and @urfelves
in particular, have fully experienced.

Anp what muft we then think of #h,
who would have entailed all this upon us 2
For thus it muft have been, if they had been
able to fix the Pretender on the Throne ; and
they are under a miferable Delufion, who can
1magine it would have been otherwife.His Re-
ligion would have oblig’d him toall this, and
his own Bigottry would have driven him on ;
he muft have done it from Principle, the Di-
recbors of his Confcience would not have fuffer’d
him to neglect it ; in their Opinion, to efta-
blifh the Roman Fzith and Worl|hip, and extir-
ate Herefy by all the Methods of Blood and.
10lence, would have been meritorious in the

higheft Degree : No Promifes, or Oaths,
could have been our Secarity, becaufe they
could have been no Tye upon his Confcience,
it having been decreed in a General Council,
~of that Religion, That no Fuith is to be kept
wito Hereticks. Nor would all the Zea! which

any Proteffants could have thewn, or the Ser-
vices they could have done for his Caufe , have

been
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’ been regarded a Day longer, than his Intereft
would have made it neceflary. How.cruel-
ly were the Proteffants in France perfecuted
by Lewis XIV, tho’ they had preferved the
({'own upon his Head, and {upported his
Intereft againft a powerful Competitour?
How were they rewarded by that ungrate-
ful and barbarous Monarch, for their un-
fhaken Fidelity, and all the imporeant Ser-
vices they had done him 2 And would it not
therefore have been the greateft Folly to
have expected any better Trearment from
One that was his Pupil, and that had his E-
ducation under his Influence and Dire&ion?
And here at Home, both Q. <Mary and the
late K. Fames, were under the firongeft En-
gagements to Proteffants, and had folemnly
promifed to make no Alteration 1n Religion;
and yet the Former filled the Land with Pr.-
tefant Blood, and the Latter would have
done the fame, if the ancient Virtue of the
Englift Nation had not exerted itfelf, and
he had not been forced thereby to abdicate
the Government, And we are infatuated if
~ We can think it will not be always thus undes
" a Popifh Prince. And if the Rebels had pre-
vailed, and had been able to place the Pre-
teader on the Throne of thele Kingdoms, 1t
would have brought fuch along L'rain of Po-
oilh Succeflors upon us, thar without the
greateft Miracle, our Religion had been ir-
recoverably loft; for what had been too much
for one Life to do, for compleating its Ruin,
would certainly have been accomplifh’d by
fome of the reft.
3. Tue late Rebellion was raifed with
~ Defign to overthrow and. deftroy our Liberty,
as well as our Religion ; and had it {uceeded,

we had becn no longer a Free People. We
" B2 have
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have the Happinefs of a moft Excellent Cop.-
ftitucion, of being under no Laws, but what
have been made by ourfelves ; and the L.
berties we enjoy do juftly render us the Glo-
ry of the World : We cannot be too tenacioys
of them, or do too much to preferve them.
They have coft us the Blood of many Thoy.
{ands, and an infinite Mafs of Treafure to fe-
cure them; and they have been well worth
it All: Our Anceftors have taken care to
tran{mit them down tous; and it is highly
incumbent on us, to leave the precious De-
pofitum {afe in the Hands of our Pofterity.
Nor fhould any Thing,next to the Lofs of our
Religion, fill us with greater Indignation,
than Attempts to deprive us of our Liberties:
But They would have been gone, if our Re-
bels had carry’d the Day. Popery would have
introduc’d wich it Arbitrary Power,and indeed,
could not have been eftablifhed in thefe King-
doms withoutit. Our Laws, which fecure
the Proteffant Religion, would have been dif-
penced with, efpecially by the Pretender, who
has not only been Bred in all the Superftiti
and Idolatry of the Roman Church, but inﬂ
molt Arbitrary Government, and under the :
Tuition of a moft Abfolute and Tyramnical
Prince. And we muft have changed our pre-
fent happy Settlement, for all the Miferies
of a French Government. The Chains of gasr
intollerable Slavery had been faften’d down
upon us. What Apprehenfion muft fo la-
mentable a Profpect give to every true Bri-
ton¢ What an Abhorrence muft every fincere

Lower of his Country have of {o Wicked a De-
fign? To have loft all that we have been
contending {o many Year for, in the Defence
of which fo many brave Men hava fallen,
and which 1t hath coft us fo much to pre-
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(erve'! O what Caufe have we to be thankful,
that our Enemies were not able to petjform,,
and have not brought on us, all this there 1n-
rended Evil and Mifchief? And that Gop

Bas enabled us to ftand faft in that Lil?_ert)! where= .1 v. 1.
with He bath made us free. To this we may

add, _
4. Tue Succefs of the late Rebellion

would have gone near to have ruined the
Proteftant Intere[t every Where, and deftroyed
Liberty throughout Europe. The Acceflion
of Great- Britain and Treland to the fide of Po-
pery, would in all Probability have brought
all other Proteffant Countries under the fame
heavy Yoke, and France would have obrained

sts fo long aimed at Univerfal Empire. But 1
will proceed, '
2dly, T o mention feveral very black and
aggravating Circumitances which -attended
the late Rebellion. Its fuperlative Wicked-
nefs does not only appear from the evil and
mifchievous Defign of it ; but there were fuch
Circumftances in it, thagdo cxceedingly add
to its Guilt. It had this in common wich-o-
» ther Rebellions, that it brought on us the
Miferies of an Inteftine War, involv'd us 1n
Blood, and coft the Lives of many gallant
Men: But, Blefled be Gop, much of this
was prevented by its {o {peedy Suppreflion;
{o that we were happily delivered from thole
direful Effe@s, which would have followed a
longer Continuance ofit.  And, befides what

it had in common with other Rebellions, 1t
is exceedingly aggiavated by the following
Parciculars.

1. It was altogether without Caufe: Not
the leaft juft Occation had been oiven for it

] ’ o

His Majesty had done nothing, for whic
any good Subject could be his Enemy. Na
I - ong
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one Thing can be named, that he ever did,
that was not perfectly confiftent with the Lasw;
and Conffitution of our Country ; nor has he
ever made the leaft Actempt, or fhewn the
leaft Inclination towards any fuch Thing,
What has his Reign hitherto been, but one
continued Endeavour to promote our Com.
mon Good, to raife the Credit and Reputa-
tion, and advance the true Intereft of his
Kingdoms  What Security has he not given
us, for the Prefervation of our Religion,
Laws and Liberties ? Have we not thofe con-
firmed to us by his Coromation-Oath, which his

y may he fay,
as the Prophet did, who had for many Years

adminiftred impartial Juftice to a very un-

r Sam. xji, 8rateful People, like ourfelves ? Behold, bere

3.

L am, witnefs againft me before the Lord 5 whofe

Ox vave Itaken? Whofe Afs have I taken? Oy
whom bawve I :lefréug!ed ¢ or whom bave | 0p-

Acceflion to the Throne, his Ma JEsTY, in-
deed, thought fit to remove thofe from hi
Perfon and Councils, who in the Jate Reign
had by their fatal Meafures brought us to the
very Brink of Ruin'; and to replace in their
Room, the Old Faithful Minifters, who had
done the greateft Service to theijr Country ;
But this was doing no more than they that

fe, and at his Pleafure.
rve,
2. Tuar many of thofe who engaged in the

late Rebellion, a&ec in Defiance to theip
a'vowezl, Principles_, the Principles which they

had glory’d in,and upon which they had moft

valu’'d

»
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vale’d themfelves. They had diftinguifh’d
themfelves by the warmeft Zeal for the
Doérine of Non-Refifance, for an unlimitted
Submifffon under illegal and moft cruel Op-
preffions. They had declared it abfolutely
unlawful totake up Arms uponany Pretence
whatfoever againit the Sovereign ; not for the
Maintenance of the Lives and Liverties, either of
our [elves, or others ; nor for the Defence of Religi
on'; nor for Prefervation of the Clurch or State 3
no, nor yet, if that could be imagined poffible, for
the Salvation of a Soul; mo, mot for the Redemp-
tion of the whole World *, and yet thefe very « g, o
Men take up Arms, and break out into a Re- 4,
bellion againft their Lawful Prince, without
any refonable Provocation, fo that we have
feen whatat firft View appears a Contradicti-
on, Non-Refifting Rebels, and thofe who could
ufe no other Weapons but Prayers and Tears,
Levying War with Fire and Sword againft
their Kin and Country. It muft be confef-
fed indeed, that all this was in fome Meafure
tobe accounted for, on the Suppofition of
their being perfwaded, thac all cheir Allegi-
ance was only due to the Pretender, and that
he only had ajuft Claim to their Obedience.
But then,

2. Trey are juftly charged with the vileft
Hypocrify ; for had not the fame Men pre-
tended a mighty “Zeal for the late Queen 2
Had they not own’d her Authority, and acted
under her Adminiftration ? Had cthey not ac-
knowledg’d his prefent Majefty King Grora,
and fome of them at leaft a&tually fet their
Hands to the proclaming him R ightful King
of thefe R ealms? Did not the late Rebel Genes
ral || particularly upon his Majesty’s Accef- $ Letter
fion to the Throne, write a Letter full of Pro- E.of Mar.

feflions of Duty and Loyalty? And how
could
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could they act in chis Manner, without the
moft abominable Prevarication, if all the
while they were convinc’d of a- Right in the
Pretender ¢ How wretched was their Diffi-
mulation ! How aftonifhing fuch a Condu& !
But thisis not all. .

4. 1 7 furthet adds to their Crime, that they
werc guilty of the blackeﬁ Peijury. The Pe-
pifts indeed, and the Nomjurors, acted in a much
fairer Manner, in refufing to take an Qath
of Fidelity to a Prince they could notacknows
ledge, and to abjure aPerlon in whom they
believ'd the Rightto be : But no Words, can
exprefs the horrible Impiety of thofe Men,
Wwho acted in the late Rebellion, after they
had bound themfelves by a Solemn Oath of
eAllegianceto his Majefty King Grorce 2 and
had called the Great God to Witnefs, That
they believed in their Confciences, that the Perfoi
for whom they took up Arms had no manner of Right
¢0 the Imperial Crown of thefe Realms, had abju-
red himin the {trongeft Terms, and had dif-
claim’d, and that upon 0Osrh too, all Equivoca-
tion and Mental Refervation? How amazing
1sit, elpecially, that this fhould be done by
any who bore the Charaéter of Minifers of a
Proteftant Church. We had good Reafon to
conclude, that God would not let fuch Ini-
quity {fucceed, or the Workers of it_efcape ;
but that He would, in His Righteous eAnger,
caft down [o vile a People.

I1. T will now proceed to confider, the Re-
markable Providence of God in the Happy S uppre-
foon of this wicked Rebellion. Tho' our Enemies
hdd intended fo much Evil againft Gop and
againt their Kinc and their Country, blef-
fed be Gop, they were not able to perform it :
"Lhey could not fucceed,but have met with de-

- | ferved
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¥ - (.rved Shame, Difappoinment and Ruin. The Jer.v. 13,
P Lord harb difappointed the Devices of the Crafty, *3:
[o that therr Hands could not perform their Enter-
prize. He hath taken the Wife in their oawn Crafii-
nefs, and the Counfel of the Froward is carried
Headlong. And His good Providence has here-
in been very remarkable ; as will appear by
the following Particulars. |
1. The Meafures of the Rebels feem’d to
have been ftrongly concerted : They appre-
hended, at leaft, that the Meafures they had
entred into could not probably fail of Succefs.
During the laje Adminiftration, they had {e-
cur’d themftlves of Foreign Afliftance, by
making fuch a Peace after a moft fuccefsful
War, as put it into the Power of that Prince
and Kingdom that had harboured and nurfed
the Pretender, to pour in upon us a numerous
Army of Bloedy Papifts to fupport his Claim.
And at home, Men were permicced with Im-
punity to be lifted for the fame Service ; and
we were fuffered to lie in a very naked and de-
fencelefs Condition. Our Seamen were fent
into the Service of France, and our Land-For-
ces for the fame Purpofe disbanded Abroad,
without Money enough to bring them home.
And our Ships, the Walls of our Country, awere
offered to toe Court of Spain at a moderate Price *.
All Apprehenfions of our Danger from the
Pretender and the Papiffs were expoled and ri-
dicul’d to the laft. as well as utterly difown’d
by the Men who had enter’d into the black Con-
[piracy to bring him in. A loud Clamour was
indeed made,after his Majesty’shappy Accef-
fion, of the Danger of the Church 5 but not from
its real Enemies, the Papiffs, but from Proteffant
Diflenters, who had neither the Power, nor
- Will to hurt it. Papifts with all their ldolatry
and Superftition, wich all cheir barbarous and
C inhumane
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inhumane Ufage of Hereticks, were made 2
very harmlefs People ; but Proteffant Diffen-
ters, tho' of the fame Faith, and agreeing with
the Eftablifh’d Church in all the Effntials of
Worfhip, were Perfons not to be tolerated
All the Church’s Danger was reprefented to
be from them. And thusadifferent Turn was
given to the Difpofitions and Affections of the
People, who from their Infancy had been
brought up in an Abhorrence of Popery. By
this Method their old Averfion to it was
wearing oft apace, and they were but too
much prepared to giveit a welcome Recep-
tion. Allthe Scandal that Malice could in-
vent, was caft on his Majesty and his Roy-
al Famiry ; all the mean and low Calumny,
which could tend to debauch and alineate the
Minds of the Common People. And on the
other Hand, the Pretenider was painted out as
2 Perfon of excellent Qualities, and his Title
to the Crown impudently and openly affer-
ted. And when the Confpirators apprehend-
ed that by thefe and other the like wicked Me-
thods they had {ufficiently prepar'd the Way
for a general Infurre@ion, then they broke

Pf ii. 2, Outinto an open Rebelion. They took Counfel

3415 togetier againft the Lord, and againft his Anvinted,
faying, Let us break their Bands afunder, and
cast away theirCords from us. But He that fi-
teto in the Heavvens, laughed at all their wretched
Policy; the Lord bas bad them in Derifion ; He
oas [poken to them in bis Wrath, and vexed them
in bis fore Difpleafure. For,

2. His good Providence very fignally ap-
pear'd in a timely and feafonable Difcovery
of the Confpiracy, by which the Rebellion’s
Ipreading it felf fo far as it otherwife would
bave done, was happily prevented. The Go-
vernment had by that Means the Opportuni-

" niy
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nity of fecuring {everal who might have acted
- the Mifchief,and contributed no {mall Part
toit ; of putting itfelf into a better Pofture of
Defence, and of difappointing our Enemies 1n
+heir firft and more immediate Defign; which
did not a little to break and defeat the whole.
They had the Mortification to fee their Evil
Intentions dete@ed, before they were able to
put them in Execution. And then,

3. The Finger of God Was moft remarkably
evident, inremoving in the mott {eafonable
Jun&ure, the Perfon on whofe Affiftance the

Rebels principally depended. His MajesTY s

Acceflion to the Throne was a {urprizing

Mercy ; but this was a fatal Difappointment

to the Hopes of our Enemies : For it is paft

all Doubt, they chiefly rely’d on that Monarch,

whom they had endeavour’d by their Ma-

nagement to make as great and powerful as

they could: And for him to be taken away

juft as their Defigns were ripe for Execution

wasa confounding Stroke. Had his Death

happen’d fooner, they would in all probabili-

ty have then referv'd themfelves for a more

favourable Opportunity ; and had bis Life.

been prolonged a few Months more, we

fhould have had 2 much more formidable Po-

wer to contend with, our Danger had been

much greater. We fhould have had an Ar-

my of Papifts, of French and Irifh Papilts, in

our Bowels. And at beft, our Land had been

a Field of Blood,and a Heap of Ruin and De-

{olation. O Blefed be the Lord who hath not gi- PL cxxiv.

ven us a Prey to their Teeth. This is the Lord’s %{. Leviis

Doing, and it is marvellous in onr Eyes. 23 KVl
4. No lefs remakable was the Providence of

Gm_) in the Succefs of his MajestY's Forces i

againft the Rebels, The Greatne[s, and the Poyw- )I(xixiro?;.

er, and 1he Glory, and the Viclory are his, and
' C 2 He
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He giwves them to whom be pleafes. And the Man-
ner of his beftowing them upon us was very
wonderful. One Day is fignaliz’d by a dy,-
bie Victory ; and the Rebels capitulate in Py,.
fton, and are beaten oft the Plains of Dumblss
at the fame Time ; andin the latter Place ef-
pecially, by a vaftly inferior Number. Buyt
we were affifted by a Good Go b, and fup-
ported by a Good Caufe ; and with fuch Aid,
One would Chafe a Thoufand, and Tawoe would put
Ten Thoufand to Flight. But this leads me to 3

st4. Particular, wherein God has fignally
appeard for us; and that in the fo fpeedy
Suppreflion of the late unmatural Rebellion, and
with {o little Lofs of Blood. That the Rebels
fhould fuffer themfelves to be fhut up in a
Town rather then Fight it out in the Field,
{eems to have been an Infatuation of Gop up-
on them, andis no lefs an Inftance of his Good-
nefs to us: For by this Means, one Part of
the Kingdom was cleared of them at once,
and we were delivered from the -Danger that
was neareft. And then after the Battle of
Dumblain, they had not Courage to venture
upon another. No! not after they had the
Pretender with them, on whofe Head they de-
fign'd to placethe Crown. No fooner did our
Valiant Generals move towards ’em, but they
retir'd, and with cheir Mock-Prince, were glad,
as many of them as could, to get out of the
Kingdom, and efcape to his old Afylum. The.
reft difpersd, were taken, or furrender’d ;
fome have receiv’'d the juft Reward of their
Demerics, while a much greater Number are
indebred fortheir Lives to the great Clemency
of that Gracious Prince they had fo unworchi-
ly endeavcur'd to deftroy. And cho’ too many
of his Majetty’s good Subjeés have loft cheir
Lives, and have been murdered by our Ene-

miac
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mies, yet through the good Providence of

he Lofs has been comparatively but
and much lefs than could have

& We have alfo Caufe to be thankful to Gop,
that we may hope, the late wicked Rebellion
will, now it 1s {upprefled, turn to the Advan-
tage of our KING and Country. It has
not a little contributed to diftinguifh the.real
Friends from thereal Enemics of both; and
by its Difappoinment and Defeat, the Crown
i fixed more firmly on the Royal Head that
wears it; and Opportunity isgiven for taking
fuch Meafures as may more effectually fecure
our Peace and Happinefs for the future.

~. Axp, Laftly, I might add, That Gop has
done all this for a very undelerving People.
Not for our Sakes bas He dome it 5 but for his own Euxek.
Name Suke. Not becaufe we had in the leaft xxxvi. 32.
deferved that he thould ¢hus appear for us, for
we have exceedingly provoked Him by our
Iniquities, by our abounding Irrcligion, Im-
piety, and Prophanenefs,but efpecially by our
“bafe Ingratitude, Many a Time have we been
deliverd in the Day of our Diftrefs, but we
have been wretchedly unthankful for former
Mercies, we have ftrangely forgot God our Sa- PL cvi.
viour, and the great Things he bas done for us. All 21
his Goodnefs has not led us to Repentance,
has not made us hitherto a better People, buc
we ftill remain a very wicked and murmur-
ing Generation ; even, which is moft amaz-
ing, repining at our Deliverances them{elves,
and with too prevaiiing a Difpofition,to bring
upon our fclves ali thofe Evils, from which
we have been delivered by a Serics of moft
wonderful Providences, and almoft iatracu-
lous divine A ppearances in-cur Defence. And
how wondarful is it, that after all fuch un-
- worthy
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worthy Carriage, G o p has not yet forfakep
us, nor given us a Prey to the Teeth of our Ene-
mies, that we are yet in Pofleflion of that
Religion which we have fo little valued, and
have fo much difhonoured by a loofe and yp-
becoming Converfation ; and of thofe prec;-
ous Rights and Liberties, which fuch a Num-
ber among us have been {o willing to give up,
Lam. iii. 1 i of the Lord's Mercies that we are not confy-

med, and becaufe bis Compaffions fail not.

22

I11. T will now endeavour in the laft Place,
to bring home all that has been faid, in an Ex-
bortation to a moff devout and thankful Acknow-
ledgment of the great Goodnefs and Mercy of e A-
migoty Gob, in the bappy Occafion of this Day.

Anp have we not the greateft Caufe of
Thankfulnefs, when we have been deliverd
from fo great Evil and Mifchief, as was in-
tended by the late unnatural “Rebellion ?
When the good Providence of Gop has fa
remarkably appeared for the Prote&ion and
Afliftance of our Kinc and Country? 1f the
horrid Attempt had fucceeded, we muft have
changed a Proteffant King for a Popifh Impofor 3
our Bibles tor romantick Legends, and an Idols-
trous Mafs-book ; aGofpel Miniftry, for aSwarm
of laizy Fryars; our Faith for Abfurdity 5 our
pure Worfhip, tor blind Superfition, and the
vileff Idolatry ; and we muft have given up
the Liberty of our Confciences, to thofe who
Ifa. Ii. 23. {2y to our Souls, Bow dvwn, that wemay pafs

over you 3 or we muft have fuffered the moft
exquifite Tortures, all the barbarousand cruel
Ulage, which a blind and furious Zeal, the moft
favage Inkumanicy and  infatiable Revenge
could have treated us with. We muft have
feen our Country involved and buried in
Ruin and Defolation, and filled with the mi-

.‘,E:!.‘;.lbl@
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ferable Slaughter of its once Happy Inhabi-
tants ; our Families beggar’d and undone, and
¢the Chains of Slavery, worle than Death,
fafteried upon us, withotit any humane Prof-
pec of being ever deliverd again from fo
cruel a Bondage. |

Anp what Compaflion can we think thofe
wicked Men can deferve, who would have
brought all this upon us? Who would have
{fold us into the Hands of our bittereft Ene-
mies, who would have made us of a free Peo-
ple, a Province of France, and have deliver’d
us up intotheir Power, whofc tender Mercies
are Cruelty.

Ho w often hds the fame Merciful Provi-
dence of Gob faved us from the like Danger ?
When thofe Miferies were juft coming upon
us, in a late Reign, when, a Prince of the po-
pifh Religion was upon the Throne, who was
equally a Bigot to his Sec, with his pretended
Son, and had prepar’d the {ame forus, and we
were brought into fore Diftres, Gop heard
our Cries, and fent us a Deliverer, the late
King William of Blefled Memory, and by a
wonderful Revolution wrought out Salvation
forus. And when we were again brought.to
the very Brink of Deftruétion, in how won-
derful 2 Manner did Gop make way for our
prefent moft Gracious Sovereion’s Acceflion
tothe Throne ? What our Circumftances then
were, and in how feafonable a Junéture that
Mercy came, Icannot better exprefs than in
the Words of the Ambafladors extraordinary
of our Good Friends the States-Gemeral, in
their Congratulatory Speech to his Majefty
on that Happy Occafion ; 4t ¢ Time when
the Proteffant Religion was threaten'd with to-
tal Ruin, when thefe Kingdoms were in Danger
of being invaded, and when oar Republick bad

R £t ﬁ')ﬂ
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Reafon to dread the greateft Calamities, : At 4
Time when eArbitrary Power and Popery thought
2o bring all Europe under their Toke, when Sy-
perftition and Perfecution, their infeparable Com-
panions, armed with Fire and Sword, [eemed res-
dy to deftroy all : Inthat Time of Fear and Anguifh,
G o by 4 wonderful Effeét of his Omnipotence,
put the Scepter in your Majefly's Hands, to quiet
our Minds, to defend His Church, to [upport bis
People, and to preferve their Laws and Liberties,
A~p now again, How great is our prefent
Deliverance ¢  Happy art thou, O Britain, wh,
is like unto thee, O People [aved by the Lord, the
Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy
Excellency ! «And thine Enemies are found Lyars

XXXUL 29+ 4ty thee, and thow fhalt tread upom their bigh
PLlii.g. Places. Let us praife the Lord for ever; becaufe

He basdoneit, and wait on his Name, for it is

- Pl xxxv. £00d beforebis Saints.  Let them [hout for Ffoy that

27,

favour our righteous Caufe, yea, et them [ay
continually, Letthe Lord be magnified, that bad
Pleafure in the Profperity of his Servants.

A ~ p as all true Proteftants have abundant
Reafon to be thankful to Gop, to adore and
blefs His Name, for the great Mercy of this
Day, {o have Proteftant Diflenters in a particular
Manner. We fhould have fallen the fir# Sa-
crifice to the Malice of the Enemies,had their
execrable Defigns taken Effe&t. And Gop
has fignally appeared in our Vindication, and
cleared up our Inmocency from thofe unjuf A~
perfions which have been caft upon us. We -
have been reprefented, as Enemies to all A2s-
narcoy, People of Republican Principles, and
difpos’d to rebel on every Occafion ; and yet
there has not been found one Englifh Diffenter
in the late Rebellion, but they have all been, 20
e Man, moft zealous againft it, and unmovea-
ble in theic Allegiance to their Rightful

SOVEREIGN
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SovereiGN. And the whole World is Witnefs,
with how fteady and unfhaken Loyalty, the -

Pyeshyterians in Scotland have behavd on this

important Occafion; and how much they

have fuffer’d, where the Rebels had Power,
for their Fidelity to his Prefent Majesty,
and their Attachment to the Intereft of their

Country ; while the Men that always laid

Claim to Loyalty, as their own Peculiar, who

have loaded us with all the Scandal and Ca-

lumny they have been able to heap together ;
who have been conftantly teazing and worry-
ing us with the Murder of one King,which awe
ourfelves had no hand at all in,and which our

Fathers at that Time protefted againit, which

we condemn as much as themfelves, have

much more merited the reproachful Name of

King-killers, for having entred into, or been

Abettors of a more villainous Defign to De-

pofe and Murder the beff of Kings.

T me Enemies of the Government knew
very well our Affeétion for his Majesty, and
the Regard we have at all Times had for our
Country, how ready we have always been to
{fupport the Conftitution when it was moft in
Danger from Popery and eArbitrary Power;
and that it was impoflible to engage us in
their intended Mifchief ; and therefore they
raifed the popular Cry againft us; not that
they did in the leaft believe the Eftablifh’d
Church wasin any Danger from us, they knew
otherwife ; but to bring an Odium upon usy
to expofe us to the Rageand Fury of the
Mob, and render us lefs capable of exerting
ourfelves for the Defence of our King and
Country.

Tuusin the Reign of the late Queen, be-
caufe we could not be prevailed upon to come
into thofe Meafures that were deftruétive to
D OUK
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our Religion and Liberties, a fevere Law wag
made againft us, by which we were deprived
of the Natural Right of educating our Chjl-
dren ; feveral of the chief Promoters of which,
bave fince openly appeared in the Caufe of the Pre-
tender. And they began their Rebellion
with Infults upon us, with plundering our
Houles, and burning our Places of Worfhip
1n divers Parts of the Land, for no other Rea-
fon, o much as our inviolable Fidelity and
Affection to King GeorcEe,and our prefent
happy Settlement, and our utter Abhorrence
of their wretched Caufe and ruinous Defigns,
Tne only Thing that we have to regret in
this Cafe, is, that we were under any Incapa.
cities which hinder'd us from fhewing to the
World, whatwe are ready to do as well as
fufter, in the Canfe of Liberty, and for the bep
of Princes. However, we have not ceafed to
offer up our united Prayers to Go p on that
Account, in which, we would humbly hope,
we have not been altogether ufelefs. ‘
Ler usall therefore join with one Heart.
and Mind in our Praifes to Go o for his grea
Mercies. And that we may do it in fucha
Manner as may fecure our Acceptance in it
- and the Continuance of the Divine Favour
and Prefence with us; let us retain a deep
Senfe of our great Deliverance ; and this we
fhould difcover in the following Particulars.
I. By a deep Humiliation for, and a fincere
Reformation of thofe Things ~ which have
Rom.ii,. beenio provoking ro God. All #he Goodnefs
of God is defirned to lead us to Repentance ; and
1t it have noc chis Effe@ upon us, if we cons
tinue unreformed, we may expe& his fevereft
Vengeance, if after all she great Things that
our G o p hasdone for us, we fill continue
to break his Commadments, and remain a.
| wicked
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wicked and unthankful People, we may juftly
fear, lest bis Anger flame out againft us till we Exraix.
are utterly confumed. Nothing will fo highly 13,19-
aggravate our Guilt, as this ; 1t will not only
prevent what further Good the Bleﬁ“ed.Gon
had thought to do unto us, but exceedingly
haften our Ruin.

2. Lt it rivet us fafter in our Affeétion and
Fidelity to his Majefty King Georce, and
raife our Efteem for our Religion and Liber-
ties. They muft be very valuable Bleflings
which Gop has fecured to us by fuch remark-
able Appearances. Let us not hearken to the
falfe and foolith Suggeftions of evil Men, nor
in the leaft regard their impertinent Noife and
malicious Nonfenfe. Let us thew our Efteem
for the Golpel, by a fincere Obediance to its
Precepts, by a well-regulated Zeal for its Pu-
rity and Simplicity, and by a true Chriftian
Charity to all, by which we fhall beft difco-
ver that we are indeed the Followers of the
Blefled Jesus, and our Affe&ion to our King
and Country, by a hearty Difpofition to ven-
ture our Al in the Intereft of Bozh.

3. LeT us be very earsteft with Gop for
the Accomplifhment-of what remains yet to
be done for the perfe&ing of our Happinefs.
What He has already done for us, is an En-
couragement to hope for what is yet want-
ing ; and the Lord, who hath heard our Suppli-
cation, will receive our Prayers, if aur Sins are
not an Obfticle to it. The ill Spirit that yet
fo much prevails among us, has indeed a bad
Afpeét,and may juftly caufe fad Thoughts of
Heart withinus ; but then we fhould be more
importunate with Gop, that he would Aea!
and remowe it, and pour out a better Spirit in
its Room. In a Word, Let us give God no reff 1€ I
till He effablifh, and till He (ball make our Feru- |
falem

Pf vi.g.
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ST T 1 s e e et
s, r**a,_m'qumfe inthe whole’Earth: Let us Car-’
neftly befeech him,’ Fhat his Caurcr may e
very where be in a‘more flourithing Condigi-
on, and efpecially among us; That he wop]q .
heal our “Diwifions, ‘repair our - Breaches, ex-
tinguith our unhappy-Fesds and’ Animofities
and remove all the Obfacles to our Peace and
further Reformation ; That He would pour
down all Bleflings on our moft Gracious So.:
vereign King GEorc e, on our Excellege.
Prince and Princefs, and their Jovely Ifflue ; Thats.
Pl cxxxii. all his Majesty’sEnemies may be cloathed with
14, Shame, ard the Crown may long flourifh upon bis:
Sacred Head ; That both the prefent Age may -
enjoy the Happinefs of his Gavernment, z1d
Generations to comé, may call him Ble[fed.
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