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GEN. XxviiL 15,
For I will not leave thee, until I bhave done
" that which I have [poken to thee of.

AT the laft facramental {olemnity of this fort, I

fpaoke a little upon the great plea and prayer of
faith vpon the divine promife, in the words of David,
2 Sam. vii. 2§.—Lord; do as thou haft faid. We may
now look upon this text that [ have read, as the gra-
cious anfwer of God to that prayer of Tfaith, in the
words of the great God himfclf to Jacob, 7 wil/l not
leave thee, until I have done that which I bave [poken to
thee of ; or, till I have done as I have Jaid.

What God faid once to Jothua, chap.i. s. —7 will
not fail thee, nor forfake thee, is applied, as{poken toall
believers, Heb. xiti. 5. T will never leave thee, nor forfake
thee. Even {o, what God faid to Jacob here, dotb equally .
belong to all believers in Chrilts © 7 will nat leave
thee, till I du that which I have [poken to thee of.
Hath God condefcended to fpeak to you, and caufed
Yyou to hope upon bis word of grace, or promile, art
this, or any former occafion? Here is good news to
take away with you, that the promifing Gad will,
in due time, be a performing God, and that you
may not think long, and wzary or faint in your mind,
apprehending what a weary time it may be between
the promife and the perforinance. Here is fn‘pportmg_‘ ‘
encouragement in the mean time, 7 will not leave thee,
until 1 have done that which I have [poken to thee of.
What 1 have faid I will do, and will not leave thee till
I have done it. )

In the preceding part of this chapter, you find Ja-
cob was forced to flee from his father’s houfe vpon the
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account of the wrath of his brother Efau: he is haftened
away to Padanaram; and on his way he comes to Luz,
which afterwards, on the account of a notable emergent,
was called BETHEL, where God fignally appeared and
difcovered himfelf to him ia great glory, {uitably to his
{trait. Here he was benighted, ver. 11. and was o-
bliged toly in thec open field. Some of the faints and
fervants of God have been put to great hardfhips, thro’
the violence and rage of their perfecuting brethren.
Buat though Jacob's bed was hard, yet his reft was
{fweet 3 while he had a hard pillow of {tone under his
head, the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and {pake
comfortably to him. God’s time of {peakiag comfort
to his people, is readily when they are moft defiitute
of other comforts; then he is moit kind, when bre-
~ thren come to be molt unkind.

You may oblerve two things, firft, what God fhew-
ed to Jacob; and then, what he fuid to him. -

. What he fbewed to him; he manifefled to him
his g!or_y, as the God of providence, and the God of
grace in Chrift, who is here reprciented to him by
the ladder i1caching from heaven to earth, ver. i2.;
and all the -intercourfe between heaven and earth is
by this ladder.

- 2, What he fpake to him, ver. 13. And he dreamed,
and behold aladder fet wpon earth, and the top of it reach-
ing to heaven : and behold the angels of God afcending
and defcending on it.  As the vifion was fuitable to his
prefent cafe, }eumg him underftand that be had a good
guide, and a good guard, not only the angel of God,

but the Lord of angels; {o the words that God {pake
to him were {uitable to his prefent need. The Lord {pake
from the top of the ladder ; for all the glad tidings we
receive from heaven come through Jefus Chrift. Here
are former promifes made to Abrzham, and ifaac, his
father and grandfather, repeated andratified to Jacob;
whereby God intimated, that he would be the lame
to him that he had been to them. Here are freth pro-
mifes made to him {uited to his prefent coaditioa.
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He was to- leave his kindred, and to want their pre-
{ence : - God promifed to be prefent with him; 7 am
with thee. He was in the fear of Efau : God promifed,
faying, I will keep thee. He was jurneying to an ug-
known place: God promifed to keep him in all places
whitherfoever he went. He was apprehenfive he would
never fee his own country again: God promifed he
would bring him again to that land. He feemed to be
left ot all his friends and relations: God promifed, fay-
w0g, I will not leave thee. Providence {eemed to crofs
the promife, while he is thus going as an exile to a
place far diftant: God aflures him of the performance
of all he had f{aid, in due feafon ; Jwill not lzave thee,
till I have done that whichk I have [poken to thee of.
When God Ipeaks to his people, he [peaks to the point;
‘he {peaks to the cafe; his words are {uited to their pre-
{ent exigencies; and not only fo, but to their future
ftraits alfo. Jacob knew not, but God knew and fore-
{aw what hardfhips he would meet with in his uncle
Laban’s {fervice ; and'in a fuitablenefs to the event that
was to take place, he aflures him faying, J will not leave
thee, until I have done that which I have fpoken to thee
of. This was fuch a gracious manifeftatiop, and fuch
‘a wonderful intercourie that God had with Jacob, as
obliged Jacob to put a remark ipon the place, and call
it BE THEL, the loufe of Gad,. the gate of heaven.
The text is not {fo much a new promile, as a repeat-
ed confirmation of what he had before promifed, for
eftablithing and fortifying of Jacob’s faith: for fays
God, 1 will not leave thee, until I have done that which
1 HAVE fpoken to thee of. Where we may obferve
two things. -f
I. A confirming word concerning the iffue ; or what
he would bring out of thefe promifes, that they fhall
not be mere fayings, but doings ; £ will do what I have
Jpoken to thee ¢f. Have I faid it, and will [ not do it ?
In the end the vifion fhall fteak.
2. A {upporting word in the interim, that faith may
not faint in the mean time before the accomplithment
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come, I will not leave thee, untit I have donie it. Jacob
might think, Alas! it may be a long time between the
promife now made and theaccomplithment of it.. What
will become of me in the mean time ¢ Aund, indeed, he
had dark days, and hard fervice before his hand ; and
there was long twenty years between. the Bethel-vifit
~ here, where he met with God, and God (pake to him in
this-manner, and the Penicl vifit, when he wreftled. with
God and prevdiled, and when God came to do for him
fome-of the great things he here had fpeken to him
of. -And in that interval of twcoty years, between
Eethel and Penicl, many viciffitudes and changes, tri-
als and difhiculties occurred in Jacob’s lots but for his
fupport in the mean time, God aflures him that he
would never leave bim until he had done that which be
had fpeken tobimcof. Hence thedoltrine | would fpeak
a little unto is;

OBseERVE. That wkatever dark and difmal days may
befal the children of Ged, upon the back of fweet Be-
thel-vifits, that he allows to theni; yet bhe will not
leave them, till he bath accomplifbed all the Betbhel-
premife that he made to them.

He will never leave them till be do what be hath fpok -
en to them ¢f . He will go on, till he hath done as he
hath fuxd, We may fay of our Lord Jefus, when once
he hath {poken to a {foul, and begun to do grucioufly,
a3 Naomi faid to Ruth concerning Boaz, Ruth iii. 18.
Sz ], my daughter, till thou knoweft how the matter
will fall : for the man witll not reft, till he hath finifbed
tne thing this day. Even fo, when Chrift hath begun
to {peak kindly, the poor belicver may fit fill and wait
paticntly, till the appoin:ed 1ime of accomplifhiog his
word ¢ for the God-masn will not reflt until he hath
hoifbed the thing. We may be confident of this very
. #hing, tdat he that hath begun the govd work in us, and
faid the good word to us, . will perform it, and finifh it,
Phil. 1. 6. 1 will not leave thee, until I have dene that
which [ bave ffoken to thee of.
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We fad how this tlo&rmc was ver:ﬁed both-in Ja-
-cob and his feed.

Io Jacob’s ownpsrfon. After this dlﬁzovery of
:God that he enjoyed at Bethel, many dark days, -and
much hard fervice he endored, yet God did nodt leave
him. ‘Wheo 'Laban caltidown 'his countepance on
.him, .and {aid, puotting him in mind of his Bethel-vilit
he made to him, and the Bethel-vow he.caufed him to
make, Gen. xxxi. 13. [ am the God of Bethel. Yea,
God never left him, till he did what he fpoke to hnn
both in profpering him in the place where he was -
ftranger fo long, and in bringing him back to his own
land ‘thongh .he was.in great daoger: When Laban
was purfuing him behind, and his brother Efau meet- -
ing himiin.the face, yet God preferved bim according
.t¢-his word, and brings him back to the land he pro-
mifed to bring him to, and then fends him to vifit Be-
-thel, Gen. xxxv. 7. where he built an aitar, and cal-
led it, EL-BETHEL ; thatis, the Cod of Dethel; and
{o remarked the goodnefs of God to him, in not leav-
ing him till-he had done all that :he [poke to him of.

2. In Jacob’s feed this doétrine was verified, partica-
Jarly with:reference to the promile made to them, con-
cerning their.inheriting the land of Canaan, and ex-
pelling .the Canaanites tb make:room for them. -See
and -compare Joth. xxi..43,—45. with Jofh. xxiii.
14, t5.:aod.1 Kings.viti. §6. God will take his own
ttme of doing what he hath fpoken; but he will be
{ure.to.do it, .whatever difficalties. interveen :between
the promife and performance..

Ia handling of this fubjeét, I .would incline to ob-
ferve:the following method, through divine affiftance.

I. Shew what we are to underfland by the . Bethel-
vijits, ithat God may allow bhis. people.

1I. Point out fome. ot the dark days. that may follow
upon thefe:Bethel interviews,

III. Confider and . explain the promife here made,
that he will not leave them, till ke bath done that
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which he. hath f[poken to them of, notwithftand-
ing of the dark days that may.interveen between
the promife and the accomplithment. .

1V.. Ofter fome grounds upon which the believer
may be aflured, that God will not leave bin:, till
he bath done that which he bath fpoken to bim of.

V. Deduce fome inferences for.the application of
the whole. ' .

I. The fir/f thing propofed was, To fhew.what we
are to underftand by the Bethel vifits God may allow
his people. 1In order to this, I premife, it is fure
none are acquaint with what we call a Betbel-vifit, ex-
cept thefe that are in a peculiar maaner blefled of the
Lord, as Jacob was, of whom his f{ather Ifaac faid,
I have bleffed bim, and 'be fDall be blefled, Gen. xxvii.
33. They are the blefled objelts of God’s love, and
the blefled hcirs of the promifes, brought into cove-
-nant with God, and joined.to the Lord by converting
grace and [aving faith, And as none are acquainted
with Bethel-vifits but thefe that are thus blefled ; fo
it is with great variety, that the Lord’s people do en-
joy fuch appearances of God. Though they have not
all experience of Bethel intervews with God, of the
fame mcafure and degree with that of Jacob ; yet they
have {uch expérience of meeting with God as are {ub-
{taptially the fame. Whatever difference there may
be in circumftances; yet they are fuch, as they may
call the place BETHEL, the houfe of God, the gate of

bheaven. .
In the illuftration of this point, I fhall here oblerve

1. The fubftance. 2. The ordinary circumfitances
of fuch interviews with God as may be called Bethel-
S vifits, . - o

1//, The fulflance, or fubftantial part thereof, is
God’s gracious meeting with them, fo as they may bhave
it to fay, The Lord God of the Hebrews met with us,
Exod. iii. 18. And that either in public ordinances,

or in fecret duties, by night or by day, in the city or
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in the field; and this meeting hath thele two things e-
fpecially in it, which we find was in Jacob’s meeung
with God here in Bethel, the one is the manifeftation
of his glory, and the other is the communication of
his mind

1. This Bethel-vifit includes a manifeflation of his
glory. Jacob here fees the glory of God in Chriftre-
prefented as the ladder reaching between heaven and
earth. Why then, you may call that a Bethel whereverit
hath pleafed God to reveal Chrift in you, and to open
your eyes to{ee hisglory in the face ot Jefus Chrift, as
the way to the Father, and as the ladder by which you
may afcend up to heaven. Have you {een, at this, or any
former occafion, Chrift to be, as it were, the ladder
{fet upon the earth, in his humiliation, and reaching
unto heaven, in his exaltation, and fo that all the
rounds and fteps of the ladder are compleated in his
incarnation, life, death, refurreftion, afcenfion, and
fitting at the right-hand of God; and &y him do we be-
liecve in God, who raifed bim from the dead, that our
faith and hope might be in CGod? 1 Pet.i. 21, And
have we thus, by faith, ftept up the ladder, or are
we on the way [tepping up as we can, through grace,
upon the view of Chrift as the only ladder, the only
way ? Hath thus the God that commanded light to
Shine out of darknefs, fbincd into our bearts, not our
heads only, but our hearts, to give us the light of the
knowledpe of his glory in the face of Fefus Chrift, fo as
our hearts have gone out after arevealed Chrift ? Well,
this is one {fubftaatial part of a Bethel-vifit, the ma-
nifeftation of his glory. |

2. ‘This Bethel-vifit includes a communication of his
mind, Jacob here not only hath God manitefting his glo-
ry to him, but alfo communicating his mind as a pro-
mifing God, faying, [ am your father's God, The God
of Abrabam and Ifaac ; and in teflimony that I will
be your God alfo, I will do fo and fo to you:
and thus he communicates his mind to him.by pro-

mifcs of grace. Why then, you may call that a
B '
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Bethel-vifit, when God comes and intimates his
love, ar communicates his mind, and fpeaks into
your heart Dy fome word of grace and promife, and
opening your underftanding to apprehend, and your
heart to apply, and cauling you to hope in his
word, asXYea and Amen in Chrift. If God hath {pok-
en a word to your heart, and made you take him
at his word, fo as you can look to him and fay, Re-
member the word on which thou caufedff me to hope,
wherever it was, you may f{ay the name of the place
was BeTHEL, and that you found him in Bethel, and
there be [poke to you, Hol. xii 4. Now, concernipng thefe
vifits, we may remark four things.

(1 ) That the Lord mayallow a Bethel-manifeftati- -
on and communication to his people, and yer they
may not knecw that God is prefent with them, in fucha
manner as he is, till an aftter refleftion thereupon.
Hence faid Jacob here, ver. 56, when he awaked out
of hisfleep, Surely God was in this place, and 1 knew it
not. God's people may be furpriled with his vi-
fits, though they cannot buat be conlcious of his com-
ing, when he approaches to them, yet they may not
be fure about the qualities of that vifit, whether it
was a faving divire manifeftation, till they come to ex-
amine and refle€t upon it, and find that it was none
other bur the powertul prelence of God: for, they
carry rheir own evidence along with them ; Surely,
be was here.

(2.) Bethel-vifits fill the foul with a boly awe of God,
ver. 17. How dreadfulis this place! ‘They that will
fee God will fee caufe of holy trembling and bluth-
ing before him, and the fight will humble and fill them
with holy awe and reverence. Saving difcoveries do
not elevate and pufl up with pride, but imprels the
foul with holy dread. The {weet pleafure and joy
that attend the dilcovery is tempered with holy fear
and awe, in fo much. that they fear the Lord and his,
geodnefs, and rejoice with trembling, ‘1 he place where
God manitelts himfelf is both a joyful and a dreadfal
place. Praile is the moft joyful and heartfome excr-
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cife; yet God is faid to be fearful in praifes, becaufle
of the dread and awe of God that is on the heare of
thefe that praife himy for, Great is the glory of the
Lord which they {ee who fing in the ways of the Lord.

(3.) Divine vifits are not excluded from any place ;
even here, where Jacob little thought of meeting with
God, here he meets him, he finds him in Bethel, and
{ays, This is the houfe of God, and the gate of heaven.
Wherever we are, in the houfe or in the feid, if we
meect with God there, we may call it the houfe of God,
and the gate of heaven ; for, heaven is in his gracious
prefence. ’

(4.) Divine vifits are quickening, ver 18, He rifes
early in the morning, and fets about f{olemn worfhip
of the God that appeared to him. He fets up the
ftone for a pillar, and anoints it as amemorial of what
paft, and gave the place a new name. As the {weet
communion we have with God ought to be re-
membred; fo his grant of mercy calls tor our return
of duty. Jacob is here alfo quickened to vow himfelf
away to the Lord, and promile to ferve him; and,
indeed, our vows and promifes are then regular and
evangelical. when they are the fruit of God’s mani-
felting himfelf in the covenant of promife to us, as to
Jacob here : for whatever we promife, we can perform
nothing but in virtue of his promife to us.

2dly, As to the ordinary circumfiances of fuch Be-
thel intervews with God. Several of thefe may be ga-
thered trom the hifltory of Jacob, and will be found to
correflpoand with the believer’s experience, as in thele
following particulars. |

1. That in the Lord’s ordinary way of decaling,
when he deals effetaally with poor {ouls, and when
he hath a mind 1o bring them to a Bethel, he readily
brings them to a wildernefs, and therc deals powerfully
with them, and fpeaks kindly to them ; or, to their heart.
‘T'hus here Jacobisin the wildernefs, being banithed from
his father’s houfe. - Though he was a fon of the pro-
mife, yet he was forced to run to a ftrange couvnrry.,

L 2 -
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God allures his people, and brings them to a wilder-
nels, and then {peaks comfortably ; gives them the valley
of Achor for a dsor of hope. Some here readily have come
to this communion, or the like, and have fonnd them-
{felves in a wildernels of confufion, darknefs, and de-
{pondency, and yet had, ere all was done, ground to
call the place BETaeL, by reafon of God’s meeting with
them, and fpeaking kindly to them.

2. The fweetelt difcoveries of God are readily ufh-
ered in with the darkef? nights. God’s vifit is ordina-
rily like the break of the day upon the back of a dark
night, And, indeed, Weeping may endure for a night
but joy cometh in the morning, Plal xxx 5  As it was
literally in thedark night that God vifited Jacob here;
fo you wll fee what a dark oight of trouble, difirefs,
and perplexity Jacob was in when he met with God
at Penilel, and wreitled with the angel and prevailed ;
Facob was left alone ; and there wreftled a man with
bim till the break of day, Gen. xxxil. 24. He had been
before this compaficd with clouds of fear on' the ac-
count of Efau, who was meeting him with four hua-
dred men. You thatare in the dark night of fear and
diftre!s may be encouraged to wait on, for readily the
' Lord uthers in manifeftations of himfelf with the dark-
eft nights.

3. As the Lord is pleafled 'to ufher in {weet mani-
fcltations of himfelf with a dark night; fo readily a
dark night follows upon their{weet manifeftations. And
many times they areas a blink before a {torm ; and the
people of God often find this to their fad experience,
mazking them fee ground to be {ober after their {weet
experiences.  Jacob had a good night in Bethel; but
ncw ftraits followed uvpon it, particularly in the hard
fervice and harth treatment he met with from Laban.
Here is a vifit; and prefently follows a night of trouble
again, We mention this, not for your dilcourage-
ment, bur that you may not be {urprifled ; -for, there
may be a {fudden turn io your fpiritual affairs : 7 faid,
my mountain flands freve ; but thou didft hide thy face,
and I was troubled,
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4. Sometimes the night that follows upon the Lord’s
manifefling « himfelf may be darker, and the darkpefs
of it greater than the night they had before their Be-
thel manifeftation. Jacob was in a {trait before the
Bethel-vifit, through the fear of Efau; but after that
kindly vifit, the {trait was greater, and the night dark-
er, while he had not only the fear, but the feeling of
Laban’s difpleafure : perhaps you huda dark night before
the Lord paid you a vifit ; but what if 2 darker night
{hall follow upon that vilit, even {fome grievous tem-
tation to raze all again. The church was brought to
the banqueting-houfe, and his banner over her was love ;
yet afterwards to the durk fhadow, where fhe cries,
I fought him, but I found bim not. What a {weet com-
munion had the difciples with Chrift at the laft {up-
per ! yet followed with the darkeit night ot tempiati-
on, trouble, and {cattering: the Shcpherd of Ifrael
himf{elt being {mitten, the theep were {cattered. When
the Lord allows you {weet Bethel-intervews and blef-
fings, you may miftake them, and think they prcfage
nothing, but a life of joy and comfort henczforth, and
that former trials are at an end ; and yet they may be
only preparations for approaching trials, and encour-
agements to faith and hope under tutare troubles. This
leads me,

II. To the fecond thing propofed, which was to
{hew, what dark and difinal days may follow vpon thefe
Bethel-difcoveries  There are thefe following dark
days or rather dark nights, that may follow upon Be-
thel.vifits.

1. A dark nightof long abfence. a night of weary de-
Jertion may follow. Jacob had wvot, for twenty years,
{uch a night as he had at Bethel: there may be long
twenty years travel between Bethel and Pentel,  Per-
haps you had much heavenly-warmnels by a live coal
from the altar, when God manitefted himfelf, and you
got a heart to clofe with Chrift. The place was like a
heaven upon earth to you ; burt, perhaps, many a weary
day you have had fince that time. My be you have
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never had fuch a gale fince that time. Or, if this com-
munion hath been a Bethel to you, think it not flrange
though a nipht of ablence and biding may follow, and
though the night be long.

2. A dark night of jforgetfulnefs may follow upon
the Bethel-vifit, {o as it 1s hard to know how fecure
peopte may grow ; and they may lofe the fweet im-
preflion of the vfit, and have little or no kindly re-
membrance of the fweetdays they had at Bethel. This
dark night followed upoo Jacob’s meeting with God
here ; it {eems he had wmuch forgotten it, till God
puts him in mind of it, {ajing. Gen, xxxi. 13. [Jam
the God of Bethel, where thou ansuintedft the pillar, and
vowedfl the wow. Jacob, might he fay, do you not
mind the time? do you pot mind the place? do you
not mind the rwo pillars ? do you not mind the promife ?
do you not mind the Bethel, where I fhewed my co-
venant to thee, and accepted thy vows unto me ? Be not
difcouraged with the fear of Laban behind puriuing
you, and Efau before meeting you ; it is enough to
drive all fears and difcouragements away, that 7 am
the Codof Bethel ; 1 am the fame God pow, that [ was
at that day to you : however, Jacob had loft the {weet
imprefiion, and loft the kind remembrance of Bethel,
till God himfelf was the remembrancer. In the dark
night of oblivion, all may go out of fight, and out of
mind.

3. A dark night of zemptations, feurs, and difcor~
ragements may follow upon a fweer Bethel vifit. The
gracious encouragement that God gave to Jacob after-
wards, fhews what fears and difcouragecments he was
under, and vnder which he was ready to fink, if God
had not {upported and comforted him from time to
time. Well, even after. a Bethel-vifit you may bc
grievoully tempted, to cali all that you met with buta de-
jufion ; yea, to think thatit was Satan that was work-
ing with you, and not the living God; and to think
that your coming to a communion table was but a
taking a feal of your own ccoundemnation. Some may
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be tempted to fear thut God hath a cootrover{y with
them. that does oot obferve their affli¢tion. It feems
this was a part of the dark night that came vpon
Jacob; and therefore God fhews him that it was
an ungrounded jealouly ; For, fays he, 7 have feen all
that Laban hath doneto thee, Gen. xxxi, 12. Though
thou walt not fenflible of my care, yet 1 have all
this time had a fpecial care about thee, and increaf-
ed thy ftock, notwithftanding of whar Laban did. It
is hard to believe the divine care in a dark day, where-
in we apprehend his difpleafure; and yet when he re-
turns, he can make us {ee he had a {pecial care of us,
when we know not of it 3 and that he hath been do-
ing all things well, even when we were fearing all thefe
things were againfl us.

4. A dark night of wants and fIraits may follow u-
pon Bethel-vifits; both outward and inward wants:
temporal waants, fuch as Jacob mentions, when he
complained that Laban had changed bis wagesten times,
Gen. xxxi. 41. Spiritualwants, and want of comfort
fuch as Jacob was under, when in his {trait he could
draw no comfort, even from an old Bethel, till God
gave him a npew vifit, by telling him, that he was the
God of Bethel. Think not {trange, though, upon the
back of Bethel-vifits, you be tryfted with great firaits,
outward and inward, and perhaps can draw no com-
fort from a back-look upon Bethel ; for, whenever
you can draw comfort and encouragement from it, you
may reckon it a new vifit; when, in a dark day, you
can remember him from the land of Fordan, and re-
member what God did to you at {uch a time.

5. ‘A dark night of perfecution, even by friends and
brethren, may follow uvpon Bethel-vifits, as Jacch
found after this vifit, when perfecuted by Laban, his
father-in-law, and Efau his brother, that was con-
ceived in the fame womb with him, though God mer-
cifully reftrained their anger and fury, that they got
not their wiil of Jacob; For, the wrath of man fball
pratfe God, and the remarinder therecf bhe will reftrain.
Think not flrange then, even from Bethel-meetings
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with God, thovgh you fhould be tried with a dark
night of Perfecution, even from envious friends and
falle brethren. Thechurch and fpoufe of Chrift {peaks of
aBethel, Song 1. 4. The king hath brought me into his
chambers, we will be glad and rejoice in thee; and yet
a hot and {corching perfecution tollowed, ver. ¢. The
Sun hath looked upon me. Why ? My mother's child-
ren were angry with me. There is hardly any perfe-
cution more grievous and violent, than that of angry
brethren ; but they are under a reflraint ; they can go
no turther than God permits : only we need not think
ftrange to {ee church-perfecutions, even after Bethel-
vilits,

6. A dark night of back/liding and relapfe to for-
mcr unwatchfulnefs, fecurity, and {loth muay follow
upon the Bethel-vifit, though it was f{olemnly re-
nounced at Bethel. Jacob {eems to have been under
a lamentable decay, asto the exercife of faith that once
he had at Bethel, till once God returred and quickened
him again. Chrift fuid to his difciples atter the com-
munion, Ye fball all be cffended, becaufe of me this night .
you fhall all turn your backs vpon me: you may la-
mentably relaple to thefe finsthat wererenounced. I
know not your particular cafe; but whatever it 1s, 1t
hath been the {ad experience of God’s remnant. You
may relaple to the omiflion of kown duty ; yea, to the
embracement of known idols, the very thing that part-
ed betweep God and you. This is a fad and for-
rowful night, that you need to take care you bring not
upon yourfelves through unwatchfulnefs, in fo pro-
voking the Lord 10 anger with you, as he was with
Solomon, 1 Kings xi. g. It is faid the Lord was angry
with bim, becaufe his heart turned from the Lerd God of
Ifrael, which bad appeared to bim twice. What a fad
matter is it, if after a Bethel-intervew with God you
turn your back upon the God of Bethell Vil you alfe
go away ¢

7. A dark night of firange difpenfations may follow
upcn Bethel-interviews, Various trials, vicifitudes,
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and changes fuch as was in Jacob’s lot, between the
time of Bethel promifesand Peniel performances thereof ;
cob did not want chaftifements; If bis children break
my law. Iwill vifit their tranforeffions with rods, and
their iniquitics with flripes ; neverthelefs my loving-kind-
nefs wifl I not utterly take from bim, ner fuffer my faith-
Sfulnefs to fail, Pfal. Ixxxix 30,—23. God may cover
yvour table at Bethel, but behold afterwards the ordi-
nary means of relief may fail you, as it was with Ja-
cob in Laban’s family; even fo, the means of f{piritual
relief may fail you. You may go to preachings, and
return as dark as before.  You may go to your clofet,
and that mecan may fail you Y ou may go to public or-
nances and f{acraments, and thefe means muy tfail you.
Thoughat Bethel you, perhaps, thought, Oht I will ne-
ver be what | have been : I will never do as I have done:
I will never doubt nor fear any more: yet all this may
be.out of fight, and the Comforter that fhould relicve
your foul, may be far from you, Lam.i. 19. Strange
difpenfations may betal yon. Al Cod's waves and bil-
lows may pafs over you, and decps call unto decps, Plal,
xlii. 7.

8. A dark night of perplexities amidft thele ftrange
difpenfations may follow wupon Bethel-interviews.
Thus it was with Jacob before he came oft from La-
ban’shoufe, he know not what to do till the Lord direét-
ed him to arife and turn to the land of his kindred, Gen,
xxxi. 13. You may come to fuch a night of perplex-
ities that you know not what to do, or what hand to
turn you to  You may come to look upon yourfelf as
iu a perithing condition, and to fay your flrength and
vope is perifbed from the Lord. Remembring your af-
fliction and mifery. the worm-wood and the gall, Lam.
ii. 18, 19, What thall I fay? May we not oblerve,
with fear and trembling, that fome who have met with
God have afterwards come under dreadful dark clouds,
both in point of /in and mifery 7—Some have been fo
far left to /in after manifeftations, as defervedly to be
called devils: Peter got fuch a difcovery of God in
| C
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Chrift, that the Lord {ays to him, Blefled art thou, Si-
mon Bar-Fenas: fefb and blood hath not revealed thefe
zhings to thee, but my Father which is in heaven. Yet
inftantly Peter is lett fo far to fin, that Chrit fays to
him, Get thee behind me, Satan ; thou favoureft not the
2hings that be ¢f God Matth. xvi. 17, 23. And what
think you of his denying his mafter with curfes? Let
us not imagine they are all {trangers to Bethel-inter-
views with God that deny, or do not zealoufly owa
the caufe and interelt of Chrift at this day., But let
us fear and tremble to coniider how far the children of
God may be left to depart from- him and his way, 1a
a dark time, and in a day of temprtation. It is pol-
fible thatgood men may beleft to fin, and to juftify their
fin. I will be loth to fay, that they are all wicked
men that jufllify their finful proceedingsin public mat-
ters at this day, and that juftify their perfecuting rage
and anger at their brethren, when I confider how Jo-
nah juflified his anger againit God, faying, /do well
to be angry. So, itis poflible, that even fome, that
have mect with God, may jultity their anger at their
breithren. {aying, We dowell to be angry cvenunto death,
and angry even to {ufpenfion, depofition, excommu-
nication §. | hope nobe need be offended, if I have
charity for fome that are ot that opinion, through
their ipnorant zeal, while carried away like, Barnabas,
with the diflimulations of the day, and whole eyes God
will open 10 due time, to fee¢ that their anger was as
ill founded as that ot Jonah's. For, if ever God met
with them at Bethel, when he is pleafed to return,
their eyes will readily be opened, and they will {ee they
did ill to be angry with their brethren that were con-
tending for the rights ort heir mother's houle : yea, aoo-
ther merciful turn upon their hearts will make them fay,
as Jacob's fons once did of Jufeph, We are verily guilty
concerning cur brother. Sou we Lhope of fome, it ever

+ Our aut! o' 1s here alluding to the cnduct of the church-ju-
dica.« rics, v he profecution, at this 1im¢, ca.1ying on againf{t the
reverend Mr. Ebenezer Erfkine, snd his brethren,
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they have met God at Bethel, [urely upon the Lord’s
retara they will regret ‘their mifcarriage, and iuy, He
haveverily been guilty concerning our brotber —However,
as fome that bave met with God may come under dread-
ful clouds of fin ; (for we are not to unfaint them all,
and every onc that are carried down the flreamm of de-
fection ; though we are to have no charity for their
ways, yet let us not meddle with their ftate, till we
fee if God fhall reclaim them) fo, in point of mifery,
fome that have met with God may be put to fay, Oh!
he breaks me with breach upon breach., and runs up-
on me like a glant; yea, while fuffering his terrors,
they have 10 a manner been Jifftracted, and {ometimes
curfed the day wheremn they were born. Thuas you
may {ee what dark days may follow upon Bethe!-inter-
views with God ; and yer, after all, the promiie {tands
ogood to all the {ced of Jacob that have mer with God
at Bethel. He will not leave them, till he hath done that
which be bath [poken to them cof .

I11. The third general head propofed was, To con-
Sfrder and expiain this promife, [ will not leave thee, till
I pave done that which [ have [pcken to thes of. TFor
explaining hereof, there are thele following queftions
that we would propound and anfwer. . How God
Jfpeaks to his people? 2. How he dsth or accom-
plifbeth that which he hath {poken to them of? . 4.
When is it that he will do that which he hath promif-
ed ? 4. What is the imporz of this privilege, that he
will not leave them? 6. In what fenfe it is {aid, he
will not leave tbem, till he bath donie that which be hath
promifed ?

1/f, How God /peaks to his people, when they have
a Bethel-vifit of him? 1 anfwer, ina few words,

1. He {peaks divinely, he {peaks like him/{clf, letting
them know that it is he that ipeaks: as he {aid to the
woman of Samaria, John iv. 206. [ that Jpeak unto thee,
am be ; {o{ays he here to Jacob, 1t is [ that freaks to
thee ; I will not leave thee, until [ bave done that which

-C 2
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I have [poken. Never man [pake like this man: man’s
fpeaking only reaches the ear, but God’s {peaking
reaches and tounches the heart. Hence,

2. He {péaks powerfully, as it is {aid of Chrift, He
Spake as one having authority, and net as the feribes : {o,
when the Lord fpeaks, there is power and authority
accompanying the word, either inits firlt coming, or
in its after-working, upon the heart. Ye receivea the
word, not as the word of man, but, as it is in truth,
the word of God, which worketh cffectually in you that
bclicve, 1 Thell. H. 13.

3. He lpeaks particularly, as here to Jacob, 7 will
ot leave TRHEE, till 1 have done that which I have [poken
¢f ta THEE. People may hear the word delivered in
geaeral to all the congregation; but it doth them
no gocd, till they hcar it in particular fpoken to
them. Then God calls the perfon by name, and fays,
To thee 1 {pcak; and the heart fays, It is to me that
God 1s fpeaking. O! hath God {poken 1o thee, man ;
to thze, woinan ?

4. He {peaks Aindly and comfortably ; Hof. ii. 14. 7
will allure her, and bring her to the wildernefs ; and
then fpeak comfortably to her His kindnels in {peaking
appcars molt evideatly when it is in a wilderoefs cale
he communpicates himfelt: every word he f{peaks to
Jacob here, is a word of kinduefs. O the light, life,
firesgth, and comtort that the word biings when God
{ocaks it! He hath a view both to their prefent com-
fort and their future fupport, when hefpeaks with them
in Bethel,

5. He {peaks plainly, and notin parables: for he o-
pens their nnderflandings to apprehend, and their hearts
toapply; For lo them it is given to kacw the mifierics
of the kingdom of becaven ; io others it is not given,
Mat. xit. 11, The word of grace is a {ealed book,
till the Lion of the tribe of Judah open the feal.

6. rle {peaks fuiiably 1o their cafe s ftor, he hath 2he
tongue of tne learncd, tofpeate a word ia feafon to the
weary, a1, 4. - He adapts his words here to Jacob's
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weary cale, as I fhewed in the explication. He gives
them a word that {uits their difficulties. Sometimes
they have difficulty about this, and fometimes about
that and the other aftair, and they come with their bur-
dens before the Lord, and he prefents a word to them
relative to them.—Sometimes they are burdened about
their provifion ; and he gives a word tor that: Bread
Sball be given thee, and thy water fball e jure. —They
are burdened with fears of danger ; und they get a word
for that: Fear not, for I am «with thee: The eternal
God is thy refuge.—Sometimes they want direftion ;
and get a word for thaty [ awill bring the blind by a
way that they know not ; I will lead them in paths that
they bawve not known ; Iwill make darknefs light before
them, and croocked things flreight.—They want the Spi-
rit ; and they get a word for that: [ will put my Spirit
within you ; ana the water that I give fhall be in yon a
well of water [pringing up to everlafting life.~— hey
want ffrength tor duty or trial; and they get a word
for that: Ay grace fhall be fufficient for thee, and my
Sirength fball bemade perfell inthy weaknefs. — 1'hey want
pardon ; and they get a word for that: I, cven I am
be that blotteth out thy tranfureffions, for mine own fuke,
and will not remember thy fins.—They want to have fin
Jubdued and mortified ; and get a word for that: Sin
Shall not have dominion over you —They want{omething
for the church; and they get a word for that: That
the wall fball be built in perilous times; that at evening
time it fhall be light ; and upon all the ghry there fball
be a defence.—T hey want a blefling for their children ;
and they get a word for that: [ will be thy God, and
the Godof thy feed.

2dly, The next queftion here, was, How he doth
what he hathlpoken to them ? 1 will do what T have

Spoken of to thee. Why,

1. He will do it fasthfully : Not a werd fhall fail of

what be bath [poken, Joth. xxi. 45. The hiftory of Ja-
cob fhews how faithfully God accomgplithed his pro-
mife, and all that he {poke tohim ;and he hath faithful-
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nefs for the girdle of his loins. God is not man, that ke
SEould lye, nar the fon of man that he fhould repent. He
will do what he barh {poken, furely, and certainly;
The vifion fball fpeak. it fball furely come.

2. As he will do certainly what he hath fpoken, fo
he will do it wonderfully, and he will work wonders
before he do it not; Heaven and earth fball pafs away,
before one jot of his word fall to the ground. And i1t is
in a very marvellous and mylterious way, that God
doth accomplfh his word through a world of dark dif-
penfations, through fire and water he brings them to a
wealthy land. Though impallable monuntains be in
the way: yet he will come and do what he hath faid,
and give his people occafion to fay whea he comes, /¢
is the voice of my Beloved, bebold be cometh, fkipping upon
the mountains, leaping upon the bills,

3. He will do what he hath {poken, and do it re-
markably. Thus he did what he faid to Jacob; and
if the believer may put a remark npon the Bethel-vilit,
when he comes to promife; much more upon the Pe-
niel - vifit, when he eomes to perform what he hath
promifed. In the Bethel vifit, we fee him by faith in
his word; but in the Peniel vifit, we fce him by fenfe in
his work: for then he not only fays but does what he
hath faid, and fhews himfelt face 2o face.

4. When he doth what he hath fpoken, he doth it
Surprifingly.  Jacob was not expecting {uch a way of
God’s accomplifhing his word. Plal. cxxxvi. 1 When
the Lord turned back the captivity of Zion, we were ke
them that dream. He {weetly furprizes when he comes
to do what he hath {poken : Then was our mouths filled
with lavphier, and sur tongues with fongs : The Lord hath
done preat things for us, wheresf weare glad. Again,

¢. When he doth whay he hath {(poken, hedoth 1t glo-
riotfly. His glory fhines in all his works, and cfpeci-
ally in accomplifhing his promiles, that eare Yea and
Amen in Chriff  He makes the glory ot his wildem,
power, holioels, the glory of his mercy, truth, and
taithfulnefs to {lune in the accomplifhment ; he doth
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more than he hath (poken, and is better thaa his word,
Exod.xv. 1. When God accomplithed his promife of
delivering Ifrael out of Egypt, and out of the hand of
Pharaoh and his hoft, then their voice was lifted up, fay-
ing, { awill fing unto the Lord; jfor he hathr triumpbed
glortoufly.

6. When he doth what he hath {poken, he doth it
feafonably ; The vifion is for an appointed time, but at
the end it fball [peak and not lye: though it tarry, wait
for it, becaufe it will furesy come, it will not tarry,
Hab. 1. 3. It will not tarry beyond the appointed
time, nor beyond the proper time; and theretore, let
faith wait upon a faithful God, who willdo as he hath
faid. This leads,

3dly, To the third queftion, /#hen is it that he will
do what he hath {poken to themof? You may take
the anfwer, of this in the following particulars.

I. Some things he bath {poken ielste to a day of
trouble ; and whean that day comes he will do what he
hath {poken to them of 3 [ will be with him in treubie ;
I will deliver bim, and honour him, Plal. xci. 15. Hence
his people never enjoy more of his prelence and pity,
than in days of tribnlarion and afflition. Auond fome-
times he lets the trouble come to ar extremity, before
he fenlibly accomplith his prowile of help; [ was
brought low, and he helped me, Plal. cxvi. 6.

2. Some things that he hath {poken to them of re-
late to a day of zemptation : and when that comes, thea
he will do what he hath fpoken. He hath faid, Rom. xvi.
20. The God of peace will bruife Satan under your feet
Sfhortly. He hath (aid, 1 Cor. x. 13. That be is faith-
Jul, and will not fuffer them to be tempted above what
they are able to bear ; but with thetemptation will make
a way to efcape. And hence it is, for ordinary, i1na
time of great and grievous temptation, he opens fome
door by which they efcape trom time to tims, while
they wait upon him.

3. Some things that he hath {poken velate to a day
of work, of grcat work that he puts into their hand;
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and when thar day comes, he doth that which he hath
ipoken. He hath flaid, That he works in us both to
will and to do of his good pleafure, Phil. ii. 12. He hath
faid, that he will flrengthen, be will uphold with the
riget band of bis righteoufnefs, 1a.xli, 10. Andhence
1t is, that his people can fometimes {ay with Paul. [
can do all things through Chrifl firengthening me. The
we are not Juficient of curfelves, to think any thing as of
ourfelves, yet cur fufficicicy 15 of God. And hence the
church, Ha, xxvi. 1 2. Thou baft wrought all our works
in us.  And David, Pilal. ivii., 2. [ will cry unto God
moft High, unto God that performeth all thinps for me.

4. Somethings that he hath {poken of relate to aday
of warfarc : apnd when that dayof bloody battle comes,
he doth what he hath {poken. He hath faid concern-
ing this, even be who is the Captain of falvation ; the
Lord mighty in battle hath fuid, for the encouragement
of his {oldicrs, Who go a warfare upon their cwn char-
ges? v Cor. 1x. 7 Heis the flrength of their falvati-
or, that covers their heads in the day of battle, Plal. cxl.
7. And hence it i1s, that according to his word, bhis
people are faid always to triumph in Chriff Fefus, and
to be more than conquercrs. See Plal. xviti. 30, 32. 34.
The word of the Lord is tried: He 15 a buckler to all thoje
2hat truft in him. It is God that girdeth me with flrength :
He teacheth my hands to war : and bows of fleel are
brokenn by mine arms. All their ability to ftand in a day
of trial and danger flows from this.

5. Some things he hath fpoken of relate to the day
of death: and when that comes he, will do what
he hath {fpoken to them. He hath faid, Death fball be
Jwalivwed up in viclory, 1 Cor. xv. §4. He hath faid,
Hof. xili 1a4. Iwill ranforn them from the power of the
grave ; I will redeem them from death : O death! [
will be thy plagues; O grave! Iwill deftrutlion. And
hence it is, thart as all believers in Chrift are blefled In
death ; for, Bleffed are the dead that die in the Lord,
and that flcep in Feftzs ; fo, fome believers have got the
{eulible and comfortable view of this, ‘even pafiing
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through that valley betweea time and eternity, and have
fallen a fingiag in the midft of the valley, and faying,
O death, where is thy fting? O grave. where is thy
viftory ?  Thanks be to God, which giveth us tne viflory
through our Lord Fefus Chriff.  Though 1 walk threugh
the valley of the fbadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for
thou art with me, thy rod and thy flaff they omfort me.
With the {taff of the promife in their hand. they walk
thro’ Jordan dry thod. And when the {foul 1s feparated
from the body, then it enters into the reff that remains

Jor the people sf God, according to lhat which he hath
{poken.

6. Some things that he hath fpoken relate to a day
of judgement ; and when that day comes, that then he
will do what he bath [poken to them of. He hath faid
four times in one cbapter ; namely, Joho vi., 7That re
will raife them up at the laft day ; and 1« Thefl. iv. 13,
That if we believe that Fefus died and rofe again, even
/5, upon the {fame ground, and with the fame certaioty,
them that fleep in Fefus will God bring with him ; and
that the dead in Chrift will rife firff, and meet the Lord
in the air ; and fo fball they be sver with the Lord., He
hath faid, 1 Cor. xXv. §2. That in a moment, in the
twinkling qf an eye, at the found of the laft trumpet, the
dead fball be ratfed incorruptible : That this carruptzélc
Shall put on incorruption, this mortal fball put on immor-
tafity. He hath faid, Col. iii. 4. HWhen he who is our
life _ﬂml[ appear, we jba!! 7€}5mr with him in glory., He
hath faid, Phil iii. 21. Zhat be will change our vile
bodies, and make them like his glorious body, according
2o the working whereby be is able to fubdue all things to
himfelf. He hath {aid, That the faints fball enterinto the
joy of their Lord, and fball judge the world.

What I have faid,‘, may give fome light to the quef-
tion, #hen will he do what the hath fpoken to his peo-
ple ?  He will do all that he hath {poken, partly here,
and perfeétly hereafter. He hath promifed eternal life
to the belicver : He that belicveth on the Son. hath cver-
lafiing life. ‘This he doth in part here, and to perfec-

D .
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tion hereafter; and we may appeal to every believer of
any flanding, if the promife .of heaven and glory be
not, even in part, allowed him here by a perfonal
pofleflion. He is paflefled of heaven ; not only,

(1.) By unior to Chrift, {o as his head is in heaven,
Chrift the Fore-runner having takem pofleflion, and
gone to prepare the place for him; {o that he fits with
him in keavenly places ; bur alfo,

(2.) By communion he hath {ome perfonal poffeflion,
if you confider what heaven is.—Is heaven a ftate of
light, perfeét light? The believer hath the begun
pofleflion of this, in {ofar as be hath the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in the fuce Fefus Chrift.—1Is
heaven a f{tate ot liberty, perfelt liberty?  The believ-
er hath the begun pofleflion of this, in {o far as at any
time his bonds are loofed, and the Spirit of God is poured
out upon bim ; where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty.—Is heaven a ftate of love, perteltlove? The
believer hath the begun pofleflion of this, in fo far as
the love of Cod is fhed abroad upon your heart, by the
Holy Ghoft ; and the love of God conflraineth him 1o du-
ty or lervice.~Is heaven a flate of perfelt holinefs?
*The believer hath the begun poflcflion of this, in fo
far as be is fanclified in Chrift Fefus, and guing on to per-
feflion; yea, 1s already perfetly holy in defire.—1Is
heaven a ftate of perfelt oy ? The believer hath this allo
in begun pofleflion, when he is_filled with jcy and peace
in believing; yea, fometimes with foy unfpeakable and
full of glery .—Is heaven a ftate ot trumph and victory ?
The behiever hath the begun poflefion of this, when
he boafts in the Lord and fays, Zharks be to God,
which always caufes us totriumph in Chrift.—Is heaven
a place ot praife and wander at the grace of God, and
the glorious pertetions of God ? The believer hath the
begun pofleflion ot this alfo, when fometimes his heart
is filled with the high praife oi God, filled with wonder
at his matchletsioveand diftingufhing grace. He would
invite atl the world to wonder and praife. Yet, O what a
fmall poition of heaven hath he here, in comparilon of

what he thall have ! He fballdrink of the riverof pélafure
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Jfor ever. Yet that part he enjoys here, is the earneft of
the full pofleflion, and the evidence that he will do all’
that be hath fpoken to themof, concerning grace and glo-
ry, andevery good thing.

gqthly, The next queftion was, What is the import
of this priviledge, [ will not leave thee, until I bave
done that which [ have [poker to thee of 7 W hy, howcin it
be faid he will not leave them ; when yet, after Bethel-
vifits and Bethel-promifes given them, they may be
tryfted with. For clearing this {ubje&t, there are thefe
two remarks I would offer.

The firlt remark is, ¢ Thatthere are fome refpects
¢ wherein God may be faid to lave people;” as.

(1.) When he takes away his word, his candleftick,
his ordinances, and brings a famine, not of bread and
water, but of the werd of the Lord, Amos viil. 11, 12,
this is the worlt famine in the world.

(2.) When he takes away his Spirif, and commands
the clouds to rain no rain, lHa. v. 6. This is a fearful
leaving ; for, though the word and ordinances re-
main, yet, if the Spirit be away, then the woid can
do no good, it hath no power to convince or convert,
to confirm or comfort.

(3.) When he takes away his ear, and doth not re-
gard their prayers; when he doth not fuffer them to
pray, nor anfwer ‘their prayer, but fbuts them out,
Lam. 111. 8.

(4.) When he takes away his band, his help and
affiftance, and leaves perfons to themf{elves, totheir own
lufts and counfels; Ay people would not hearken, Ifra-
el wonld have none of me : therefore I gave them up to
their own lufls ; and they walked after their own counfels,
Pfal. Ixxxi. 11. Alas! a fad leaving ! DBut then,

2. The fecond remark [ offer is, ** That there are
€« fome refpecis wherein God will not leave his peo-
‘“ ple.”” Either,

(1.) He will never leave them really, butinappearance. .
And hence they many timesthiok, and fear heis away,

D 2
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when he is really prefent ; Perily God was in this place,
and I knew i not, fays Jacab Or,

(2.) He never leavés them abfolutely, but in fome
refpeCt : he may leave them in refped of the influence
of grace, though he doth not leave them as to the pre-
Sfence of grace. He may leave them in refpe@ of com-
Jort ; though he may allow the influences of grace.
He may leave them in relpeft of affjffance ; though he
may allow them the comfort of grace, yet he may deny
them that afliftance and flrength they want, and alfo
the {fenfible an{wer of their prayers. Or,

(3.) He never leaves them fozally, but in fome de-
- gree. He may leave them to be buffeted by Satan ; but
will not leave them to be overcome by Satan. Andhe
may leave them to be harafled and captivared by {trong
corruptions; tho’ he doth not leave them to be con-
quered thereby. Or,

(4.) He never leaves them finally, but for fome time:
he may hide bis face for a little moment, but with ever-
lafting kindnefs will he have mercy on them, Ifa, liv. 7,
8 He will never leave them, fo as to forget to do
what he hath {poken to them of,.

"i'his promifle then, I will never leave thee, it {ays,
that fomething of God is ever with them. ‘They have
in them a well of water [pringing up to everlafling life,
John iv 14. God loves to {tay where once hecomes,
I will not leave thee.—1t{ays alfo, that he will not fflay
away: though he hides himfelf out of fight, that he
will not be long away.—It fays that in whatever re-

- fpe€t he may be faid toleave them for a while, yet he will
return to their joy ; Now you have forrow ; but I will
Jfee you again, and your heart fball rejoice, and your joy
no man taketh fromyou, John xvi. 2 2.—Itfays that there
are fome things God will never deprive them of, never
take away from them. He will never take away his
love and favour 3 For be bath loved them with an everlaf? -
ing love. He will never take away the covenant of peace
and of promife from them ; 7The mountains fball depart,
and the hills be removed; but my kindnefs fball not de -
partfrom thee, neither fball the covenant of myspeace be re-
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moved, fa, liv. 30. I willncver leave thee, nor forfake
thee. Heb. xiit. .

sthly, The next queltion is, in what fen/z it is faid
of Jacob, and of all the 1piritual {eed of Jacob, that God
will not leave them, until he hath done that which bhe hath
[poken to them of 7 'To explain this a little further, 1
thall thew, 1., In what {enfc we are to underftand this
interim-promife, I will not leave thee. 2. In what
fenfe we are to underftand this particle unti/, which
feems to point at a period of this promile.

[1.] In what {enfe are we to underftand this 72:-
terim-promife, I will not leave thee? Why, what-
ever way he may be {aid to leave his people, yet,

1. He will never leave them Godlefs, but will ftill
be their God ; for, his ccvenant with them is, 7 will
be their God: they can never be {o far left, but that
God is f{till their God, and they may f{till go to him
as themr God.

2. He will never leave them Chrifflefs : he hath giv-
en Chrit, the unfpeakable gift of God, to them ; and
he will never recall that gitt; For the gifts and call-
ing of God are without repentance : they thall ftill have
Chrift in them the hope of glory. Hence,

3. He will never leave them Spiritle/? - he hath giv-
en his Spirit to you who are believers; and this anoint-
ing which you have received of him abides in you;
I will pray the Father, and be fhall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, John
Xiv. 16. The Spirit may be hid in the believer, but
never abfent.

4. Hence he will never leave them comfortlefs; Johin
xiv. 38. T will not leave you comfortlefs; Iwill come
unto you. However the flreams of their comforts may
be abated, yet the /pring of comfort ftill remains; and
hence the well of confolation now and then [prings
up.

5. He will never leave them helplefs, but {iill be to
them a prefent help in time of trouble: even when
they have deftroyed themfelves, yet in him is their
help. He helps their infirmities when they can.
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not pray. He helps.-them up - when they are downs:
He helps them foreward when behind.

6. He will not leave them Aopelefs, even when they
are fayivg, My hape is perifbed from the Lord; yet he
opens to them a door of hope in the valley of Achor.
They are never again without God, and without hope i
the world, Their hope lives. Yea,

7. He will notleave them faithle's : For be bath prayed -
Sforthem, that their faith fail not. Their faith may indeed
languifh, and be like to give up the ghoft; as that of:
the difciples, when they faid, #e trufled that it had
been bhe which fhould have redeemed Ifrael/: but now we -
doubt of this fundamental article of our creed. But when -
their faith was juft at the failing, the Lord Jefus re-
ftored-and revived it.

8. He xwill not leave them friendle _/.'c and fatherlefs :
and heis a friend that fticks clofer than a brother ; and
as a fatber pities his children, fothe Lord pities t/:.em-; asa-
father chaftifes his children, {o the Lord chaftifeth them ;
as a father provideth for his children, fo theLord pro-
videth for.them, that they may not beattotal want, be-
tween the promife and the time of the performance.—
Thushe will not leave them until hath done that which be
hath [poken to them'.of, He will not leave dealing with
them ; he will not leave blefling of them ; he will not-
leave guiding of them and gudrding-of them; hewill not-
Jeave making all things working together for good to
them, and working for the accomplifhing of his promife.

[2.] In. what fenfe we are to- vnderftand this par-
ticle, until, which feems to point at a period of this-
interim-promife.. Surely the meaning is not, that when
he -hath done that <which he hath fpoken to them of, then’
he will leave thern ; but rather thdt then they will no
more need fuch-an encouraging word as this, 7 wil
never leave 1hee-: for then they will be free of all fear:
of his lcaving them. But the word imports,

1. That there may be a confiderable time between
the proniife and the accomplifbment ; between the time of
God’s {peaking to them, and the time of his doing what
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he hath fpoken. ‘There was twenty years diftance be-
tween - thefe two In Jacob’s cale.

2. It imports, that in-this interval God is carrying
on his work ? £ will net leave thee, until [ have done it..
Saying and doing is all one to Geod: he {peaks the
word, and it is done: and when he hath fpoken ths
word, it is always a-doiag, till he hath done it com-
pletely. |

3. It imports, that though he be flill carrying on
his work, yet it may be hid from our eyes, what way he
is doing it; and though we may {ufpelt, on thisaccouit,
that God hath lefr us and left his work, when we do
not {fee him with us, nor fee what he is doing ; yet he
is not away when he is delaying the accomplithing of
his word, to ou. {enfe and feeling, but only taking his
own time and his own way, whgfe ways are infinitely
bigher than our ways, and his tboughts than our thoughts,

4. It imports, that this interval of time, wherein
God is carrying oa his work, thoughin a way hid from
our eyes, is the time of faith, wherein we are called to
wait upon a promifing God, believing that not only
he will be a performing God in due time, to our fen-
fible feeling and experiences but that he is a perform-
ing God at prelent, making zll interveening providen-
ces {fo many fteps towards the accomplifhment of his
word, though, to carnal {enfe and reafon, they may
feem to be fo many letts and impediments to hinder
the accomplithment thereof. Joleph had it revealed
to him once and again, that he would be Lord over his
brethren, and that all the family thould yield obeyfance
to him. How was this accomplithed ? Why, beis
thrown into a pit; he is {old into Egypt for a (lave;
and efterwards he is call into a prifon : thele fcemed
all {o many letts and obftruétions, in the way of fuch
advancement. How could faith keep its ground here ?
vnlefs it would thut its eye upon providences, and op-
ens its eye upon the promile, and keep it fixed upon
a promiling God, and then it would fee all thefe feem-
ing letts to be fo many fteps towards the accom-
plithment of the prowmile, 1 will nst leave thee, till 1/
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have dane what I have fpoken: therefore, let faith fec
and believe, that I am ftill carrying on my work, and
doing what | promifed, whatever {ecret hidden ways I
take to bring about my counfel; I am ftill doing, and

will not leave thee till [ have done what I have fpoken 1o
thee of.

IV. The fourth general head propofed was, To of-
fer fome gromnds of the doétrine, upon which the be-
Jiever may be affured, that God will not lcave him till
he hath done that which be hath [poken to him of, andthat
he will be all that he hath promifed to him at Bethel.

1. Believers may be aflured of it, npon the ground of
the unchangcablene/s ot God. ‘There -may be many
viciffitudes and changes in thy cale : it isonly the com-
munion-day above that f{hall bave no more night.
Thou wilt certainly change, and change ere it be long:
but dareft thou fay, God will change as oft as thou
doft ? Thinkeft thou that he will change in his love,
when thou changeft in thy frame? No; he will reft
in his love, Whomr he loves be loves tothe end. ‘Thy fe-
curity {tands upon God’s immutability; 7 an: 2he Lord,
I change not ; therefare the fons of Facch are not confum-
ed, Mal. it 6. -

2. Believers may be aflured, that God will not leave
them, till he hath done what he hath fpoken; aund affured
vpon the ground of God’s foreknowledge. What makes
men many times alter their {fentiments is, becaufe there
are many things fall out contrary to what they pro-
jefted ; but God forfaw what would be; he forefaw,
that even after a Bethel heart-burning intervew with
God, thou wouldft grow lukewarm and indifferent;
yet notwith{tanding of this, he met with you in Be-
thel, and {pake with you there ; and therefore he will deo
what he hath fpoken tothee. Heptore{faw what a prodigal,
what a backflider you wouldbe, yet gave his word
to you ; and therefore he will not go back.

3. You may be aflured he will not leave you, belicver,

2ill he batbhdone what be bath fpoken ; becavie heis faith-
Sul: Heb. x. 23. 8 Thefll v. 23. Faithful is he that hath
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promifed, who alfo will do it. Thougn, when his chil-
dren break bis law, and keep not his commandments, then
will be vifit their tranfgreffions with the rod. and their
tniquities with flripes : neverthelefs his loving kindnefs
will be not utterly take from bhim, nor fuffer bis faithful-
nefs to fail. Once hath he fworn by bhis holinefs, that he
will not lye unto David, Plal. lxxxix. 30,—35. God
s faithful who hath called you to the fellow/fbip of bhis
Son. ' '

4. Believers may be aflured of this upgn the ground
of the divine power; or, becaufe God is 4lmighty, and
able to do what he hath {poken. The apoftle fays,
Rom. X3, 23. The Fews fhall be grafted in. Why?
For Godis able to graft them in again, having once pro-
mifed it, and {aid that he will do it. It is enongh to
{fupport our faith, that he is able to do what he hath
faid. Abraham’s faith leaned upon the power of God,
Rom. iv. 21. He was fully perfuaded, that he that
had promifed was able to perform. You may then be
aflfared, believer, that be will never ivave you, till he
hath done what he hath [poken ; unlels you can {uppofe,
that he hath out-promifed his own power, and faid
more than he is able to do. ,

5. lt is evident he will not leave you till be hath done
what he hath [psken, if you confider the experience of
his people, and your own experience. The experience
of God’s people, from the beginning of the world,
who have always found God to be as geod as his word,
and the {ame God, that he manifefted himfelf to be at
their Bethel-meeting with him. They have ftill found him
to be the God of Bethel, whatever jealoufies they en-
tertained of his love; yet, upon their return, after
their dark days were over, they found that his word en-
dureth for ever, aud that he never came fhort of his
promife ; bot that notwithftandiog all their temptati-
ons, they were continually with him, bolding them
Oy his right-hand, Pfal. Ixxiii. 23. ' They {till found
him welcoming the returning prodigal, faying, This
my fon was dead, and is alive ; was lbff, and is found.

|
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Now, 1s it confiftent with their experience? And
will he take a fingular way with you ? Yea, thon dareft
not deny, believer, but thou haft found God 0o be
i1ill the God of Bethel, even though many times you
were fearing that God would never {mile upon you a-
gain 3 yet, upon your looking back to his holy tem-
ple, you have been made to fay, O he is the fame,
and his love is nct altered nor changed ; andthat he hath
not forgotten his promije. Hence, how many times have
bel ievers reafon to {er to their feal to David’s exercife
and experience, Pfal. xxx. 9, 10, 11. When he is
nrying, What profit is there in my blood, if I fhall go
dewn to the pit 2 They fell a praying, Hear, Lord,
and have mercy upon me; Lord, be thou my helper ; and
then have been made to fay, Thou bhaft turned for me
my mourning into dancing, thou haft put off my [ackloth,
and girded me with gladne/s. May not then experience
aflure you, that be will not leave you till he bath done
that which be bath [poken.

6. The everlailing nature of the covenant of pro-
mife may aflure you of this; Though my boufe be not fo
with God, yet he hath made with me an everlafling co-
venant, well ordered in allthings and fure, 2 Sam. xxiii.
5. The bargain was not left to your making a covenant
with him, but God himfelf made it with you; and
therefore.you thall be kept by his power, through faith un-
to falvation. T hough thou fhouldf{t change an hundred
times, God will not change one word of the fweet
bargain he made with you: becaufe,

7. Itis his bargain made with Chrilt; 7 have made
a Covenant withmy Chofen ; and my covenant fhall fland
Sfaft with bim, Pfal. Ixxxiv, 3. And bence, If bis chil-
dren break my law, Twill vifit their iniguity with rods:
neverthelefs my loving kindnefs will I not take from bim,
ver. 30, 33. And becaufe I will not take it from him,
I will not take it from them. Your aflurance thenof his
not leaving youw, tillhe hath done what he hath [poken, may
" {tand vpoa the everlafting love that he hath to Chrift,
and the {tanding bargain beween Chriftand him. Hecan-
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not fail you, becaufe he cannot fail his Son Chrift, who
hath fealed the covenant with his blood, and in whem
therefore all the promifes are Yea and Amen, to the glo-
ry of God: and fo the glory of God in Chrift, the
alory of his mercy and truth in Chrift, obliges him to
do as he hath {poken. . .

8. There is one ground of affurance more that I
offer, as it lics in the bofom of the text, namely, the
divine will and pleafure; I wiLL not leave thee, until
I have done that which I have [poken. 1 WILL NOT ;
it is my will and pleafure not to leave you till all be
done. You have a word, 1 Sam. xii. 22. 7hs Lord
will not forfake his people, for his great name’s fake :
Why ?  Becaufe, it hath pleafed the Lord te make yote
bis people.  Thus it is {aid, Dent. vii. 7, 8. The
Lord Jet his love upon Ifrael; Why 2 Becaufe he loved
them : he will becaufe he will. 4nd who hath refift-
ed his will? His will is uncontronlable : and hath he
manifelled his will in this, that be will not leave you,
till he bath done what be hath faid? ‘Then you may
be aflured of it, for he will do all his pleafure; and
well may you fay, Thy will be done. 'The covenant
of grace is made up of 7 wills, Ezck, xxxvi. 25. and
downwards: I WILL give thee a new heart; a new
Spirit wiLL [ put within you: 1 WiLL take away the
heart of flone; 1 WiILL give you a heart of flefb: 1
Wil L put my Spirit within you, &c. ten or twelve £
wills  And this part of the covenant, delivered by
Jacob in the text, is like a crowning promife put up-
on the head of all : 7 will not leave thee, until 1 have
done that which I have [poken to thee of. And what bet-
ter than this, that God fays, 7 wi//? What he will
do, muft be. :

V. The fifth general head propofed, was, To make
application of the whole in fome inferences., 1f it be
fo, as I have been faying, Hence fee,

1 Whence it is that fome may feem to be, of all
men, the mo/t miferable, who are yet, of all me, the mofe

E 2 |
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bhappy : I mean, belicvers in Chrift, who are acquaint
with Bethel-meetings with God, and to whom God hath
{pokea favourably and gracioufly.—~They {eem to be
moft miferable, in refpelt of the dark and difmal nights
that may follow upon their fweetintercourfe with God ;
and yet are themmoft happy perfons in the world, in refpelt
of their having God, binding and obliging himf{elf never
20 leave them, till he hath performed all the gracious
promiles of the covenant to them : Zhis is the honour
ef all the faints ; God will not leave them, though they
jeem to be lefr by all the world. And God will do
what he hath fpoken to them of, though clouds and
darknefs, and mountains of difficulty ftand in the way.
2. See whence it is that fome may {feem to be the
molt bappy perfons in the world, who are yet the moff
miferable ; 1 mean, unbclievers, whether they be pro-
{ane or profeflors, that have noacquaintance with Godin
Chrift. 'They<nay feem to be the moft happy people for
a while, in refpet they know not what it is to have a
dark day, a day of trouble and adverfity ; they have
peace and profperity in the world: They are not troub- |
led as other men, neither are they plagued liké other men,
Pfal. Ixxiii. g. They have no fear cither.from church
or ftate. They haveealy confciences, that can comply .
with every thing right or wroung, that is impofled upon
them, whether by civil or ecclefiaftical authority. They
can fell truth tobuy peace, and {o they live at cafe; and
yet they are the moft miferable, becaufe they are left
and forfaken of God, and arc not the children of the
promife, to whom God hath fpoken peace; but the
heirs of the threatening, againft whom God hath de-
nounced judgment, to whom he hath {poken wrath ;
vea, and fworn in wrath that they fball not enter into
bis reft : for there is no peace, faith my God, to the wick-
ed. And whatever temptations the peopleot God may
be under to fret or grieve at their profperity; yet,
whenever the believer goes to the /anltuary, then will he
Jee their end, andhow zbf.:y are fet but in flippery places,
and fuddenly caft down into deftrutlion. -
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3. Hence {ee, that the ground of faith ftands immut-
able amidft all changes. The moft dark and difmal
days canpot hinder the accomplithment of the divine
promife ; neither need any dark providence, or heavy
difpenfation, hinder the exercife of faith, and the life
of faith in the divine promife. Nay, thele crofs pro-
vidences may rather further the life of faith, than hioad-
er it : for faith is never properly exercifed, but vpon
the {uppofition of dark providences, crofling and feem-
ing to oppofe the accomplifhing of the promife: be-
caufe, in fuch a cafe, the {oul hath nothing to do but
to believe ; nothing to look to but the promife; no-
thing to confide in but a promifing God, and this is
downright and honeft believing ; like that which our
Lord Jefus called the ruler of the fynagogue unto,
when news came that hischild was dead, Fear not, on-~
ly believe, Mark v. 36.; for then it is time for God
to fhew himfelf. Faith hath a Buz that can ftand out
againft all the arrows of crofs providence that are fhot
againit it; Thou, O Geod, fball bring them down into the
pit of deffrultion : bloody and decitful men fhall not live
half their days; BuT I will truff in thee, Pfal. lv, 23.
He had been {peaking of many hard things in his way,
fuch as his being pained, becaufeof the voice of theene-
my, and the oppreffion of the wicked, ver. 3. How they caft
iniquity upon him, and in wrath hated him; yea, but 1
will truft in thee. As God will accomplith his promife
notwitliftanding all the Buzs that are in the way ; fo
thereis ground’totruft for faith confidently, becaufe God
hath fpoken ; therefore no matter, though men and dev-
1ls realy, and dark promifes feemingly {peak to the con-
trary. |
4. Hence fee whoare the greateff bleffings to a church
or nation. Surely thefe to whom God hath faid, that
he will not leave tl2m. God hath not altogether left the
church or the land where any fuch are in it: but if
they were gone, then God is gone alfo ; and, #%0 fo
them when I depart from them, fuith the Lord. Sowme
are fond to have God’s people perfecuted and his f{aints
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banithed out of their coafts: they cannot bear their
faithfuliels and honefty, they are a torment to them
but yet what fhould become of a church or land, if
God’s faithful remnant were gone? his prefence would
oo with them, and none would remain behind to whom
God hath f{aid, 7 will not leave them. Then would
that church be left of God, and wo would be to them.
May we not {ay with the prophet, Ifa. 1. 9. Except
the Lord had left us a very fmall remnant, we had
beenn as Sodom, we bad been like unto Gomorrab? Sure-
ly when a church begins to caft out the faithful from
among them, then they begin to deltroy themfelves,
and to bring down wo upon their-own heads.

5. Hence {ee, where lies the fafery of God’s child-
ren, when they vre caft out by their friends z2nd bre-
thren, as Jacob was in a manner caft outat all hands ;
he was the objeét of his friend Laban’s envy, and his
brother Efau’s fpite and rage, which occafioned his
being caft out of his Father’s family, and the country
of his kindred for twenty vyears. Well, but where
was his fafety? Why, when all other comforts left
bim, God {aid, [ will not leave thee till I bave done what
I have promifed. God’s promife was his inheritance,
and God’s prefence was his guard, amidft all frowning
piovidences; and fo it is, and will be, with ali the
true fpiritual {eed of Jacob. @ Whoever leaves them,
God will notleave them ; whatever men fpeak reproach-
fully againft them, yet God {peaks comfortably to
them : yea, and whatever men do againft them, God
will do for them, and do all that he hath {poken to
them of.

6. Hence (ee the different flate of the church vifible
from the church invifible uponearth; or thedifference
between the true and faithful children of God, and a-
ny particular vifible church., Why, ail trve believ-
ers have this promife {ecured in their perfons. that
God will never leave them till he hathaccom plifhed all his
promifes of grace and mercy to them  He hath f.id,
d will never leave thee, nor forfake thee ; but it cannot be



a performing G oD. 29
faid of any particular vifible church, that God will
never leave them. God hath left many particulir
churches, and called them Lo-amwi, faying, Ye are
not my people, and I will not be ysur God, Hol. i. g.
And how far he may leave the church of Scotland,
who can tell? The glory fometimes departs from the
threfbold to the mountains ; and God feems to be making
feartul removes from the prefent generation.—1 would
not love to giveany juft offence; nay, nor to grate the
ears of any hearers with refleétions upon any that are
but poor, mortal, finful men, like ourfelves, {ubjet to
the like paflions, and clothed with the like infirmities :
but I would defire to keep mine eyes on a higher band
than any Gnful inflroments of the church’s mifcry and
confufion. They could do nothing, it God were not
provoked by our finsto leave them to themlelves, arndto
their violent meafures. Who gave Facob to the f[poil,
and Ilfracl to the robbers? Did not the Lord, he againft
whom we bave finned? May we not {ay of the church
of Scotland, Her rowers have brought her into great
waters ? Ezek. xxvii, 26. But it is our fins that have
provoked God toleave the rowers and managers, who
could do nothing either againft the facred office of
minifters, or the Chriflian rights of pcople, except
it were given from heaven, as Chrift faid to Pilate,
Thou couldfl have power againft me, cxcept it were giv-
en. As 1 love not to offend or grate any, as I {aid,
fo I would not be chargeablewith finful fileace in {uch
a time, when God feems to be faying, Cry aloud and
Jpare not ; tell the houfe of Ifrael their fins. Wo would
be to vs, if we fbould be afraid of man, that fball dic ;
or the fon of man, that fhall be as grafs, Ifa. li. 12.
May we not confider, as a matter of lamentation, how
far God {feems to have left the church of Scotland and-
her judicatories ? 1 fhall not aflert, at this time, what
I fhall {peak by way of {fuppolfition, and leavg it to eve-
ry one to judge, whether it be matter of lamertation be-
fore God in cafe the {uppofition fhould be found a truth.
And 1 fhall fpeak in the firft perfon of the plural/ num-



40 T he promifing G o b,

ber, that T may take in myfelf as having a band, as
well as others, in provoking the Lord toleave us.

If God hathleftusand ourjudicatories tomake unfcrip-
tural and unwarrantable afis, denuding the Lord’s peo-
ple of their Juft riphts and chriflian priviledges; would
it not be lamentable, if he hath left us {o far as to make
thefe alts terms ¢f communion, {o as none fhall have
corninunion with us that dare oppofe thele unwarrant-
ed proceedings ?—Again, it he hath left us {fo far as to
indulge Arians aad Blufphemers, and deal gently with
thele that are guilty of foundamental ¢rrors, and yet
to procced violently and furioufly againft fome of the
friends of truth, and to fhew hardly fo much regard
for the fupreme authority and dignity of the Son of
God, as we fhew for the {upreme authority and dignity
of our erring aflemblies; if this were {fo, would it
not be lamenteble ?—If God hath left us fo far as to
deftroy vurfelves by facrificing a covenanted reformation ;
and together with it, the facredcffice of miniflers, and the

Jpiritual rights of people, that would adhere thereto,
and unto what we call church authority and good
order, which yet is but another name for church ty-
ranny, and dreadful confufion ; ‘would not this be ve-
ry lamentable ?—If God hath left us to caft out of our
bofom {fome that are, perhaps, the friends and favou-

* rites of heaven, and that, becaule of their faithful tefti-
mooy againft the evils and defetions of theday ; would
not this be lamentable, and evidence that God hath ve-
ry far left us ?—Thefe and many other things I might
fuppofe.

W hat is the world {aying, but that our rowers bave
brought us into great waters? Ezek, xxvii. 26. What is
this they are faying of the judicatories of the church of
Scotland in our days? Are peaple {faying, that Geod
hath left us and our judicatories, {o far as to make un-
feriptural and unwarrantable acts, and impofe fintul
terms of communion? &c. Are they faying, that
. Bethel is turned to Bethaven ? That Philadelphia is
turned to Laodicea ? It wounld be good news it there
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were no troth in what the world are pow faying of us,
But if there be any truth in it, then {urely God hath
left us very far; and who knows how far he may yet
remove ? Better {word, famine, and peftilence among
us, than that God fhould utterly leave us., Buat how
far-{foever he may leave a vifible church, yet he.-aviil
never leave his invifible remnant : for to them he hath
faid, 7 will not leave thee, till I bhave done that which [
have fpoken to thee cof.

7. Hence {ee reafon to try what file you are upon,
whether you be a Faced or an Efan.  They were born
of the fame mother, and lay in the fame womb ; but
the one was blefled and the other curled. You may
be of the fame mother church, yet born after the flofh,
and not after the Spirtt, 1f you be the true {eed of Ja-
cob, then you will know {fomethingofa Bethel-interview
with God. Hath God ever brought you to a wildernefs,
and there met with you, and fpokecomfortably to you ?
Have you ever feen the glory of God in Chriftasa lad-
der to heaven, 7he way, the truth, and the lfe, {0 as
you were made to clofe with him, and alcend up to
God by this ladder? For, by bim we belicve in God,
who raifed bim from the dead, and gave bim glory, that
our faith end hope might be in God. Have you heard
God {peaking to you, and communicating his mind,
or dilcovering himf{elf as a promifling God in words of
grace to your humiliation, fanétificarion, and confo-
lation? O man, woman, if all places be alike to you,
fo as you never met with God in a piace that might
be called BETHEL; and if all words of feripture
be alike to you, {o as you know po word on which
he hath caufed you to bope, ycu are yet a flranger to
Ifrael: but if you can point at the place where
the Lord God of the Hebrews met with you once 2
day, fo as you can jometimes look back upon it with
pleafure, fayiog, O! I thought it was a BETHEL,
a houfe of Ged ; and if you can poiat at the word with
which God opened your heart, as he did the heait ot
Lydia, and made it the porch both of holine(s and

‘ - .
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comfort, itis good. Did he make the word to you,
as it was to Job, DBetter and more precicus than
your veceflary food ; and as it was to Jeremiah, The joy
and rejoicing of your beart; and as it was to David,
Sweeter than the honey, or the honey comb, and the very
ground on which he caufed you to hope ? and are you
from that time to this (§ill boping in bis werd, when the
Lord reltores your{oul out of its fleepy fit 2 Why, then,
it feems you are a child of promife, to whom God hath
{aid, 1 will not leave thee, until I bave done that which
I have fpcken to thee cf.

8. Hence fee the duty of all who hear me, both un-
believers and believers. |

[1.1 Ye that are unbeliervers, and know not the God
of Bethel, but are flrangcrs to the covenant of promife,
living witheut God, and without hope in the world ; liv-
ing inthe lufls of the flefb ; pcor, wretched, worldly crea-
ture, drupkard, whoremonger, Sabbath~breaker, or hy-
pocrite, that may be comes to communions, but never
had comimunion with God there, and never came
out of Sodom to this day, that was never brought
to awildernefs of fear and defpair, and then toa Bethel
of hope and. comfort in God, as a promifing God in
Chrift; I would tell you your duty in two words.

(t.) It is your dutyto confider the dangerous flate you
are into. And 1 muft tell you a terrible word for awak-
ening your {eared confcience, if God would blefs it for
that end. As you have been hearing that God is bound
by his own promife, never to leave his children, till
he doth that which he hath {poken to them of ia the
gofpel: o, on the other hand, that {fame God is bound
and obliged, by his threatening, it you remain in that
{tate, never to leave  contending with you, un-
til he hath done that which he hath {pcken of in the
law ; that is, you are under the curfe of the law, and
God is obliged to curfe you. He that is faithful to his
promife, and will accomplifh it to all that flee in to
Chrift, is as faithful to his threatening, and will accom-
plith it toall that remainout of Chrift, Whata trembling
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heart would you have, man, woman, if you were butin
Paul’s cafe, when more that forty men bound themf{elves
with anoath, that they would not eator drink till they
had killed him ? If fo many men were bound underoath
to kill and deltroy you, I {fuppole.it wounld take {leep
from your eyes, and make you reftlefs how to efcape
out of their fury ; and yet their oath would relate but
ta a temporal life. But tremble and fear to think,
that the great God is bound, by folemn oath, to damn
and deflroy you to all eternity, if you rcmain in that
Chriftlefs ftate ; He hath fawsrn in bis wrath, that you
Shall not enter into his reft, Heb. iii. 11.

(2) Itis your duty to flee from this wrath to come,
by fleeing to Bethel, to the God of Bethel, to a pro-
mifing God in Chrift. Yoo will never go to heaven,
if you go not to Bethel by the way; I mean, if you
remain {trangers to Chrift.  Think not thefe are words
of courfe that e are {peakingto you ; for. as tnowing
the terrorsof God, we perfuadeyon, to flee out of Sodom,
and away from the divine wrath: fo, [ hope, know-
ing the comforts of God, as the God of Bethel, we
would perfuade you tocomeand fee whatis to be feen
at Bethel, and to coineand hear the voice ota promiling
God that is to be heard there. #hat we have heard and
Jeen, may we not declare unto you, that there is {uch a
thing as Bethel-interviews with God? And wo to us
who are miniflers, if we be preaching to you an ablo-
lutely uoknown God, an unknown Bethel, an unknown
Jefus! 1If we know neither the terrors nor comforts
of God at any time, I think we would have no com-
miffion to {peak any of them to you, my dear friends,
whom I never expect to fee all again in our prelent
circumftances, till we fee Chrit coming in the clouds
of heaven. In the fear of God, and in the faith of our
meeting together before his tribunal, I would tell you,
thatthe greatday’s meeting we (hall have, will be terrible
to you ; 1. before you leave this world, you know nothing
of a Bethel mecting with God, as a promifing God in
Chrift. |

F 2
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Therefore, let' me exhort you, in the laft day of the
feaft, and in the profpect of the great day, to come to
Chirift, in whom all the promifes are Yea and Amen, to
tre glory of God. Cowmne to him, by owning that you
canact come of your{clf. Come to him by crying to
him, that he would draw you. Come to him, by be-
licving that you cannot believe as you fhould. Come
to him, by believing that you are curfed, wretched,
and undone without him, and that you fhould be blef,
fed and happy in him. Come to him by believing
that you have no righteoufnefs bur guily, no ftrength
but weaknefs; and that in the Lord onlj you bave righ-
feoufnefs and ﬁrengtb Come to him, by believing
that you have nothing, and that he hath all ; and that
you can do nothing, and he can do all for you. Come
to him, by imploring him to be your Prophct, Pricf?,
and King ; your wifdom, rightcoufuefs, fanftification,
and redemption. Come to him, not upon {fuch aand
fuch terms and conditions you are ready to dream
you muft come up to: but comz to him by coming
down to his terms; that is, to be willing to be
faved by free grace. Come down, Zaccheus, for this
day [alvation is comc to thy houfe : fo, fay I, come
down, finner, from the tree of legal qualifications,
and legal hopes built upon your own naughty duties.
Come down, for you cannot fave yourfelf by all your
climbing, nor bring fal=ation to yourlelf; but this day
Jalvation isvcome to your houfe : {alvation is come to you
becaufe you cannot come to it; falvation is come to
vour hand ; falvation is come to your heart, The Sa-
viour is knocking at the door of your hcart, and cal-
ling you to come down, and take the free {alvation
that is come to you 5 Whofever will, Lkt him come, and
Yake ¢f the water of life freely. 1t may be this fhal} be
the laft communion you fhall fee in time, and the laft
communion-offer that ever yon fhall hear; or, if you
be {pared in time, it may be the laft communion you
fhall 'have with peace in the church of Scotland;
it may be fo, and it may be otherwife; cnly we had



a performing G o p. 45

long twenty years peace, and it is poflible the prziear
emergencies in this church may be the beginning of
forrows : but whatever bea-coming, as dcath and judg-
ment is coming upon you {peedily, it is {fafelt for
you to come to jJefus the NMediator of the new cove-
nant ; let not the laft offer be [(lishted: Oh'!
let us not part with one another, till there be
good ground to hope, we fhall not part with Chrift.
Alas’! T fear before this day eight days, yea, perhaps,
before the cock crow twice, this offer of Chrift will be
forgotten, and out of your head. Same pitiful trifle
in a world will take all out of your heart; but I here
take your conicience to witnels, forget as you will,
that this offer fhall not be altogether in vain, though
it fhould be flighted ; for, when the book of conlcience
fhall be opened at the great day, this fhall be called
to remembrance, that fuch aday at Abbot’s-hall, after
a communion there, Chrift and {alvation, from {in and
wrath, came to you to be freely received, and yet you
reje€ted it 5 and this will contribute to glorify the juf-
tice of God in condemning you, and make it cvident
to all the world, that he is clear <when he judses,

Wa is me, if there be not fo much as a defire kind-
led in your heart after our glorious Lord! If you
think eternal f{alvation worth your while, O finner;
and this offer of it no contemptible thing, then I may
advife you to {et fome little time a-part, after this oc-
cafion is over, and betake yourfelf to {ome place,
whether in the hoanfe or the field, where you mayhave
a little retirement from the world, and there cry to
God, that hc may follow this offer and this occalion,
with power upon your heart, for drawing you to the
Lord and his way; while you ure thus employed,
who knows, but before you come from your knees,
the place may become a BETHEL, a boufe of Gea,
where you will {fee and know himas a promifing God
in Chrift Jelus; for, in this way fomehave had a meet-
ing with him that they will never forget. O!
be reftlefs in waiting on him ia the ufe of all appointed
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means, till he manileft himfelf to you favingly; for,
when once he doth {fo, you may be iure he will ne-
ver leave you, till he hath perfelted the good work ac-
cording to his promile.

[2.] To you that are believers in Chrift, and know
what it isto have{om= Bethel-interviews with God, ei-
ther at this occafion, or formerly. Are you in this
happy ftate, and have God for your clofe companion,
who having begun to do you good, will not leave
you, till be hath done all that he hath faid to ycu! Your
duty is both to be joyfulin your promifing God, and
Sruitful in the work of faith

(1.) In the faith of this promife, you ought to be
joyful. s it nothing to you, that God himfelf is your
everlafting companion, faying, [ will not leave you?
That he 1s a promifing God to you, and hath conde-
fcended to fpeak to you? ‘That heis your agent, to
do what he hath {poken? And that he hath bound
himfelt never to leave you, until he bath dore what he
bath [poken? O ! whatever dark days may come, itis
your duty to be joytul in him: Though the earth fhould
be removed, and the mountains caft into the midft of the
Sea: here is a river that makes glad the city of God;
thatmakes glad the children of God: Godis in the m:c%
of them ; and hath {aid, I will not leave you.

OBJECT. Alas! but may a child of God fay, How
can I take in this comfort, when I find the Lord hath left
me ! Though be faid once, I will never leave you, yet it may

be a delufion, for I feel the contrary in many fad effeéls
of his abj&nce

O unbelieving believer, will you, with Thomas, ne-
ver believe, till you feel 2 The ground of your faith is
God’s promife, and not your feeling. But. for fatis-
fying the foul, that may be under a dark cloud of de-
fertion, fayivg, The Lord hath forjaken, my Cod batt
Jorgotten ; fin prevails, and God is out ot fight; 1
would have you to remark, That there are tokens of
God prefence with you, believer, even when you do
not obferve them, by reafon of theclouds that are up-
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on you: For example, whence is it that you are not
Jwallowed up like a {hip in a whirlpool; and that ihere
is fome fecret grain of hope in the heart, even when
your unbelief is ready to fay, Aly hope is perifhed
Why, the reafon is, he hath not altogether left vou.
—W hence is it that you are like the burning bufb, all
in 2 flame many times, and yet: not confumed ; burn-
ing, but not burnt ; flaming, but not confumed ? You
do not obferve this; yet it is obfervable, that you are
preferved to this day, to this hour, amidft the flames
of temptation, and the floods of corruption: Why?
the matter is he hath not left you.—Whence is it that
you can never give over duties altsgether : and, however
the temper prevail to flacken your hand, yet you can-
not for your heart give up with zll religious people,
and with all religious duties, wherein you think com-
munion with God may be had ? Why, the reafon of this
is, he hath pot altogether left you.—Whence is it that
you do not break God’s prifon, through urter defpond-
ency, and go away, and take your plealure with the
reft of the wicked world ? Even when youn are in the
prifon of defertion and unbelief, you dare not think
of bidding farewel to God, or departing wickedly from
him, or of bidding the Almighty depart from you ; nay,
i1s there not fomething in your heart, even at your.
worlt, that fays, O ! if he wouldcome ! O ! when will he
come ¢ This fays, hehath not altogether left yoo.—
Whence is it that you cannotagree with fin? The more
it prevails upon you, the more you abhor it, and abhor
vour{clf for it, and dare not give way to it. Dotn not
" this evidence there is fome fecret power and prefence of
God with you, and that he hath not yet left you.—
Whence is it that when you firay from your truerefling
place, you cannot reff any where elfe, and can find no quiet
in your mind, till youbeback again? Poflibly you fall a
ceking reftand peacein the creature, in the world, in re-
creations, and diverfions,and perhaps in your duties, and
yet there was fomething in your heart, that {aid, Oh!
1t is not here, it is not here; you find vanity written
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on ail, till you return to your firflt Hufband.—Again,
Whence 15 it, that at your wor/f the leaft word of
news from him concerning his refurn, makes your heare
leap within you for joy, as the babein Elizabeth’s womb,
at the {aluration of Mary, while the news of his return,
and the hope of his coming again gives you a glad
heart?  Surely he i1s not far off'; and even when you
are moft {fecure and {tupid, moll dead and dull, there
is a lecret with at the bottom of your heart, Otor fuch
a day again, whercin toe candle of the Lord fhined vpon
me! U that it were with me as itn months paft !—
Whence is it, that tne cutward fhell of ordinances can-
not conteut your heart, without the kernel of commu-
nion and fellow/fbip with God? And that the dead let-
ter of the word cannot pleafe you, without the living
Spirit accompanyingit ! Why, he hath notyet left you
to be content with any thing without himfelf.—
Wheance is it, that the intereft of Chrift, is your tuteref?,
and that you cannot join with the defetions of the day,
nor {ide with the crrors of the times, but {till deflire
to be on Chrift’s ide? Why cannotyou tarn with the
tidec of the times? Even becaufe the Lord hath not
altogether left you,—In a word, whence is it, that
the leaft difcovery he makes of himfelf is joyfully well-
come to you, when he, as it were, but {oftly koocks,
filently tirles at the door of your heart; My Beloved
Put in bis hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels
were moved for him? Song v. 4. When he {eems to
be on his way to you, you are readyto {ay as Laban to
Abraham’s fervant, Gen, xxiv. 31. Gome 11 thou blef-
Jed of the Lord.—Well, whence are allthefe things, but
from this, that he is f#ill prefent, thovgh you {ee him
not, and that he hath never altogettier left yoo, but is
{ftill remembring his promife, [ will not leave thee ?
(2.) ltis your daty to be fruitful in the work of
Jairh. O believer! give glory to God, by believing
that he will not leave you, till he hatlr done that which
he hath [poken to you of. Dark and cloudy days, that
mway follow wvpon Bethel-interviews -cannot hinder
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God’s doing whart he hath {poken; and therefore let it
not hinder your believing that he will do what be bath
Jpoken to you of. Hath he (poken to you ol pardering
your fins? And hath he fpoken to vou of /zu’:/zrmg
your corruptions ¢ Hath he fpoken o!ﬁzp Iying all vour
wants ! Hath he (poken to you of bearing allyzur “burd eirs 2
Hath he {poken toyou ot healing all your difeajes ? Hath®
he [pokzn to you of your provifion and through-bearing
in the world? Hath he {poken to you of your prorefis-
on in time of danger? Hath he {poken to you of fatis-
Sying your defires ?  Hath he fpoken to you of guiding
yor by bis ccunfel, and bringing you to s glory?  liath
he {poken to you of your #rials, that he will fuppors
and uphbold wwith the right-hand of his righteoufnefs ?
Ilath he {poken to you of your feed, that he will be
your God, and the God of your feed ?  Hath he {poken
to you of your dearh, that death fhall be frvallowed up
i victery 2 Hath he {poken to you of eternal life, thut
you fball be for ever with him?  Hath he {poken to
voa of his love, that he hath lbved you with an cver-
tafling love? Hath he {poken to you of his Spir:iz, that
his Spirit fhall be in you as a well of water fpringing up
nnte everlafting life ? Hath he {poken to you ot his b/e/-
fimg, that he hath bleffed you, and ye fhall be biefled,
and that in blefling he will blefs yore 2 Hath he fpoken
to you of his prefence, that he will never leave you nor
Sorfake you, that he will be with 3you in trouble?
Hath he {poken to you of his care about you, that he
will make all things work together for gosd 7 Hath he
fpoken to you of his abfence, that be will return, that
‘he will fee you again. and your hcart fhall rejoice?
Hath he {poken to you of his anger, that it endurcth
but a moment, and that with everlafling kindnefs he
will bave mercy on you.—— W hatever he hath fpoken,
O give him the glory of his truth, by believing that
whatever he feems to be doing by cotward frown-
ing providences, yet he will never leave you, till he nath
done avnat Fe hath fpoken to you of, 1t is your dpty to
G
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keep your eye fthut upon dark providences, and to
keep your eye open upon the clear promife.

Has he faid, he will nct leave you, till he hath dsne
what be hath faid?  'Then wait upon him in the due
ufe and tmprmemcnt of all means, till he do his work,
and do not leave him. Return his piomife by your prac-
tice, ‘faying, Lord, haft thou (aid, 7 will not lcave thee,
until I have done what I have fpoken ? Behold, thro’
grace, I refolve I will not leave thee, until thou haft
done what thou haft {poken: He is a God of judpment,
and bleffed are all they that wast for bim. Hath he faid,
and promiled to this efte€t? 'Then, O put upa fa-
vourable conftrution upon all his frowning difpenfa-
tions! According to your faith of his promife, and
of his favour thercin, {uch will be your faith amidft
all afilting providences. Whatever diftrefs and dif-
ficulty you mcet with; yet let faith {till fay, for all
this, I hope he will do as he hath fpoken : for all this,
1 will ot quit my hold of him, burt hope 1n his word.

O believer ! remember that whatever God hath faid
to thee, he hath faid it with a furely, as he {aid to Ja-
cob, Gen, xxxii, 12. [ will sURELY do thee good,
And when Jacob came to a ftrait, he put God in mind
of it, Thou didff fay, I will furely do thee grod ; and
therefore let your faith be alted with a furely, ground-
ed upon the truth and veracity of God, faying with
David, Pfal. xxiii. 6. SURELY goadmﬁ and mercy
Jhall fa!/a'w me all the days of my life ; and I will dwell
in the houfe of the Lord for ever. We live by faith and
not by fight ; and therefore, though dark days fhould
come, you ought to believe when you cannot {ce,
And blqﬁed is fhe that believed, for there fball be a ;Sr:r-

Sormance of thefethings which are told her from the Lord,
Luke 1. 45. The word of the Lord endureth for ever,
Pfal xix. 9.

Let the faith of the promife appear in your fanltifi-
cation, holinefs of heart, {peech, and behavour. Hav-
ing thefe promifes, dearly beloved, let us cleanfe oyrfetves

Jrom all filthinefs of the flefb and fpirit, perfeiting holinefs
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i the fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Let it be evident to
all the world you converfe with, that now you are clean
through the werds that he hath [poken to you. He that
hath this faith and hope, purifieth himfelf; for, faith
brings all its purity out of Chrift: or, which is ali
one, out of the promife, which is Yea and Amen in
Chrift. The ftaith of God’s love will work by love
to a holy God, and his holy ways: therefore, O
believer ! let your life be a life of faith; and refolve, -
through grace, to live and die in the faith of his love,
which he himfelf cxprefleth in this promife, 1 will not
leave thee until I have done that which 1 have [poken to
thee of.

THE E N D.
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Sacramental catech.

— —

Balm of Gilead,
Anfon’s voyages.
Hiftory of Ruflia.
Hiftory of Florence, 2 vol.
Marfhall on fan&ification
Hiftory of America, 2 vol. .
Brown's dictionary, 2 vol.
Large and fmall cat.
———Mctaphors.
Chriftian Journal
Church hiftory, 2 vol.
——Tl.etters on the church.
Hiftory of the feceflion.
Grav's works.
Dralincourt on death.
Mifgram’s progrefs.
M* Ewen on the types.
Eflays.
Cole on God’s fovereignty.
Colle¢tion for {chools.
I1all on the gofpel church.
Gofpel worthip, 2 vol,
Church fellowflip.
Hallyburton’s great concern.
Pardovan’s colle&tions.
Durham on the fong.
Cloud of witneflés.
Trader’s fure guide.
Sherlock on death.
- on judgment,
~ on a future {tate.
Sibb’s {oul's conflliét.
Erfkince’s gofpel fonnets.
Fanth and practice.
fcrmons’and poems.
Guthrie’s trial,
Ylenry on the facrament.
on prayet,

el m—

Wart’s pfatms and hymns.

of different kinds?

gilt and plain; with New TesTaAMENTS, Psavri-
Books, and a Varuaty of other Articles, Ore.
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