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TO HER GRACE THE

DUCHESS or ARGY L L.

Mapawm,

OU being a Native of Hemingford Grey,
in the County of Huntingdon, I am in-
duced with all gratitude to infcribe the follow-
ing Thank{giving Sermon to your Grace; from

whom I have received the greateft Obhgatlons
And remain,

May it pleale your Grace,
Your Grace’s moft faithful,

obedient, and humble Servant,

Hemmgﬁ:rd Grey,
29 7: Iy, 1784.

CHARLES DICKENS.
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THANSGIVING SERMON.

ZECHARIAH vi. .

weveme— THE STREETS OF THE CITY SHALL BE FULL OF
BOYS AND GIRLS PLAYING IN THE STREETS THEREOF,

N this Prophecy (my beloved Brethren,) which con-

{its of a vartety of predi¢tive ferious matter, we find
efpecially recorded the return of the Jews unto Jerufalem
(after feventy years captivity in Babylon); and the mércy
of God, towards that Nat/onz; wherein 1s {et forth moft
pathetically, his Lovingkindne{s to Azs Pegple; and the
favour which He fheweth to a repenting City, — whofe
ftreets fhall be filled with Boys and Guls, playmg 1A the

{trects thereof. | 1
A Fiom
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~From this bleffed promife to the Jews, made aforetime-
of God through the mouth of his holy prophet, the pre-
fent joyful Occafion naturally leadeth us, to be thankful;
to blefs the name of God for his mercies vouchfafed unto
Us, 1n that the Day of Mourning, (the late bloody, extended,
and expenfive War) is naw over; and the feafon of Profpe-
#ity (the prefent neceffary and faving Peace) 1s at hand ; —
wherein another {cene of Affairs taketh place; and nothing
is to be hedrd (or thould be heard) but Prasfe and Thank/-.
giving : —which, of all religious Duszes, 15 the moft pleaf-
ing and acceptable Service, we can at any time poffibly,
render unto God, — who willeth not, that we offer un-
to Him the flefh of Bulls, or blood of Goats, ~— but
Praife and Thank{giving : — the reafonablenefs of which,
together with its Uf; and our Obligations to it, will ap-
péar chiefly from hence, — that it is a debt of Nature, as
well as a profitable, and a pleafurable Servzce.

+'The original defign of making man (we know, accord.
ing-to Scrépture) was, that he might pratfe and laud his
Creator; ‘and when the world was all framed, put together,
and finifbed, — God faid; Let usmake man in our Image,
after .our.own Lzkenefs/ intimating the want of a newy
Greature not yet formed, to behold its Beauty, and do ho-
nhout te its Buslder: = Far, although the Things already
made, did ‘every one of them in fome fenfe declare, the
Glory of God, —and {hew for th his handy-work; yet, the

glory
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'vllory was defeftive, and the praife zmperfel? : e wheréfofe
‘God, did not end his work, ’till the fixth Day was over,
= wherein He created man, to fupply that Want, -+ . -~
To hims (God’s bef, his mél o, and moft gloriats Work)
‘was originally then given, the full Dominion over all Things
in Earth, Air, and Sea; and he was placed in the world
to contemplate, to meditate upon, and-adore the drvine Wif-
dom, — to ofter Incenfe and Praife, and give Thanks: ~ So
that, the Reafor with which our minds are furnifbed ; v
the faculties we enjoy above all other Creatures, if they do
their office a# all, are not darkened and confufed, —cannot
but apprehend God as the lvelzef?, the beft, and moft per-
fec? Being; and admire his perfeftions, — which is ftriltly
meant by praife; — wheren the firlt Thing ebfervable, s,
— that it is ufually expreffed in fuch Terms, and by fuch
Words as fignify our owning, our acknowledging and de-
claring his Goodnefs, — and the Wonders He doth for the
Chi /dmz of Men. -
Thus 1t was that holy David, and all the Samts have
been always uled to praife God, —by confefing to Hinr
acknowledging and fetting forth his Nase, his Glory, his
Wifdom, and his Power, — by daily praifing Him with joy-
ful Lips; by alcribing unto the Lord, Worfhip and Strength:
So that, whoever will perform this Duty aright, ~~mutft,
as They did, - confefs unto the Lord, and- praife’ his hol}'

Name by telling of his Sakvation from Day to Day, -
A2 de-
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dec]armg his howour unto the Heathen, ‘and his wonders
unto all Pegple: ~— For by the word of the Lord, were the
Heavens made; and all the Hoft of them, by the breath
of his Mouth; — the Earth alfo, and all Things therein.
- Moreover, it 1s the voice' of Nature, (as far as Gratstude
itfelf is fo) that the good Things we receive from God,
the bleffings which are daily thowered down upon us, from
the higheft Heavens, — fthould be all fent back thzzber, 1
Praife and Thank{giving; as the Rivers run into the Seq,
and return thither, unto the Place from whence they
came: - when, whofo is w: /e, will ponder thefe Things;
and They fhall underftand the Lovingkindnefs of the Lord.
~ Let us thérefore, (my Friends,) on this Day efpecially,
which the Lord hath made, be joyful and glad 1 22/ nor
ever ceale to alt our parfs, in being grateful to praife God
in the Sanétuary, and proclaim his Goodnefs towards us, =
the wonders alfo, which He every where doth for the
children of men:— fince This was the very end of our
Creation; and the purpofe, the chief purpofe of our being
{ent 1nto this world.

Had man, I #row, who was at_firff created in Innocence,
continued fedfaff in that happy flate, nor had pafled or
tranfgrefled the bounds which God had fet, ~— nor broken
his holy Covenant,—his worfbip and his wer% had been
only praife, continually; and nothing had been left for him

to do, beyond the enjoying perfec? good: —For, in Para-
dife
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dife-originally, was nothmg but Praife; neither. fhall there
be any thing elfe, in Heaven, = where, -

(Al that we know, of what They do czéofue,
Is'that they fing, rejoice, give thanks, and love, ) o

But, being now fallen from that ble(fed ftate of I—Iaﬁpzmj},
— having contracted Gu:/t, and forfeited our Rzghr to the
divine Mercies, — Prayer and Confeflion are become necef-
fary to fue out our Pardon, to help our Inﬁrmzfzes, to blot
out the Handwriting that 1s againft us; to retrieve our
Lofs, and to reftore as to God’s Fawur,-who, upon
confeflion of our Sizs and Repentance, 1s faithful and jufk
to forgive us our Sizs, and to cleanfe us from all’ Unrigh-
teoufnefs; to reftore us to that happy flate, wherein we-fhall
be able to live for ever, without them.

Thus were we originally, All created of God, 'without
want, and without fin, — to his Praifé, and to his Glar_y
—and, it will be the end of every »ighteous man, whofe
Death is fo greatly covered of the wicked, to praife and
glorify God hereafter, in the higheft Heavens ; — which,
as it is very natural to defire Happinefs, we cannot put
with at leaft, and implore furely, that it may ﬁnally be
all our portions, to fing praifes unto our God, and rejoice
ever before Him in his Houfe, where there are many Man-
fions: — For whether there be Confgffion, that fhall ceafe;

whether there be Prayer, that (hall md - but Praife and
Thankf—
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Thankfgiving 1aft for sver:¥ —The £ verily, are tempo-
yary, == the work of Simners ; whilit the laft, 1s everlafling,
— and the employ of Angels: —and the matter, about
which it is- converfant, 1s-always the perfeCtions of the
Deity, and the divine Nature. | * ﬂ

Herein too, is fhewn ‘the excellence of this Dusy, and
the preeminence it hath over all other parts of Chi-
flian Worfbtp; = which leads me furthei; to fhew the
pleafure and fatisfaction there 1s in performing it; what
a good thing 1t 15 to fing praifes unto our God,—
elpecially at'a Time like the prefent,— when, we have
{o much reafon to be glad, to r¢oice, and give Thanks:
— For, though our Enemies did greatly moleft and trou-
ble us, (fome of whom, we too lightly regarded) by harralling
us in all Quarters the moft diftant, even in the Esf, and

particularly in the #ef, as well as nearer Home, — yez,

and at Home; yet God was pleafed to be with s, to
| | hight

* The honourable Robert Boyle, Efg; in- his Theological Works, ob-
{ferves, — that fome men indeed, fay more than others, — but none enough
on 2 Subjelt, the fpirits of juft men made perfeét, cannot celebrate. Perhaps,
we may think, that becaufe our praifes exceed any other Subject, they arg
worthy of God; but our expreflions at the beft, can but exprefs our con.
ceptions, which being notions of finite Creatures, cannot reach what is 1n-
finite: and though inflamed by that inacceflible Light inhabited by Him,
we adore; yet our expreflions extend no further than our Devotion, de-
¢laring how much we honour Him, — not, what He is ; — which none but-
an infnite Intelledt, can do. . | . o
. However, to praife God, is a Debt which will continue as long as the Ob.

ligations, == and can never be paid for want of Coin of juft Value,
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fightfor as, and hath_faved «¢, by making zhem. finally,
to be at peace with us:—who formerly faid, ~and by.
implication. certainly, doth to as, s to the Fews, = that,
there fhall yet be,old men.and women n the. ftreets of
our Serdifalem, and every man with his ftaff in’ his haru;g
for very age ; — that, the ftreets too of pur Cities, fhall. be
filled with Boys and Girls playing in the fireets theleef

That it is the moft pleafing part, (I need not fay,) of
our Devotions at al/ Tzmes, to be thankful; ——Wlulﬂf thc
ﬁeﬁ, the fizteff, the moft proper- One furely, to praife God,
/s, when we are merry, when we have fo much. caufe to
be fo, — (as on zhis Day) — to exprefs our mirth folemnly,
with an awful reverence and pious Hallelujabs proceeding
always from a fvely and cheerful Temper, — whofe whole
compofition 1s fuch, as throughout befpeaks Eqft and De-
light: — and thould indeed, the truly Thankful, be e«
ftratned — (hould 7hey, whofe Hearts overflow with grati-
tude, be prevented {hewing 1t, —1t would be Pain doubt-
lefs, and Grief to them: whilft then, fhall their {fouls be
fatisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, when their moush
praifeth God, with joyful Lips. .

O praife the Lord, faith the holy David; for it is 2
good Thing to fing praifes unto our God: —yea, a joy=
ful and pleafant T hmg 1t 18, to be thankful: — Tt gladdens
and 1mproves all our Fzzczzlz‘zes and fets the foul on work,

to attain perfection: == It promotes 111 us, an exquifite and
€ lively
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lively fenfe of the divine Honour,==and an high Indigna~
tron of mind at every Thing, that profanes it : — For, whet
we value, that we bvé; what we bve, that we delight in ;

nor can ever bear with patience, to hear or fee it fighted,
or abufed. | |

Thus, our frequent attention to the divine Astributes,
whilft contemplating God’s perfestions, — will difcover to
us, our own weaknefs and unworthinefs, — by caufing us to
{ee and feel, that we are but Vamty; — that verily, all
that cometh, is 5, — which is an excellent, a moft ufeful
Leffon for thofe to learn, who are moft apt to be prefump-
tuous, and wvain, and defpife others; who efpecially, when
fome little outward privileges diftinguith them from their
Brethren, their Fellow-creatures, and Fellow-chrifiians, —
fancy themfelves wifer, and every way better, in their
own concerfs,—than {even men, that can render a reafon :
Whilft, by confidering God’s excellencies and perfections,
their proud ftomachs muft buckle o0 ; and they will Jearn,
not to think of themfelves more bighly, than they ought
to think; —but to think foderly; and make a God of no-
thing elfe but the One efernal, invifible, immortal Being.

Upon the whole, — this Duty recommends #£felf to us,
by feveral great and peculiar pr7vileges, in that, it is the
end of -our Exiftence, — of our being made and created ;
the rule and end of our Nature; the moft excellent part
of our relsgious worfbip s — and endureth for ever. |
. Where-
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Wherefore They, who live in the rieglet of 77, ~~whes
ther fecretly, or in publick, ~by no means anfwer God’s
end, in making zbem; — which muft needs be a great of-
fence unto Hlm ~ to provoke Him to dath them in pieces;
ds ufelefs wveffels, ~ and deftroy thext.

Whereas They, who are always praifing God, — are
always doing the work He made them for, and {ent them
into the world abo#t ; and fo, always pleafec Hinz: — nor
i1s there any Th:ng pleafeth God {o much, as for a man to
thank, and praife Him: — Whofo oftereth me Thanks, ard
Praife, [aith He,—=he glorifieth me.

- Neither do any live in his Favour, and under his Po-
tection fo much as They, who are always thankful, and
- praife the Name of God not only with their Lips, but in
twetr Lives.

And if Mofes, and Ifrael, and Deborab, and Hannak,
and Febofhaphat, praifed God for particular Inftances of
his Mercy, — the return of Peace, {urely, claimeth Our's,
— that we were not cm imed, == both 77, and our
- King.

~ Bleffed be God then, let us All fay, — who ha.th not
caft out our repeated Faffings and Prayers, and Supplica-
tions for Deliverance, but delayed only to anfwer them,

tlll a Day of Salvation, and an geceptable Tiine, which is
B now
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now bappily come, =~ and the Hour of Profpersty, (we traft}
with 7z, — wherein the ftreets of cur Cizy, of every large
Town, and {mall V7llage in Great Britain, are full of Boys
and Girls playing in the fireets thereof ; — where
fhortly, our Hope 1s, that Corn fhall make the young Men
cheerful ; and new Wine the Maids, — in the time of Vin-
tage and Harveff. (Zech. ix. 17.)

But, let us All, (I befeech you,) take efpecial care to
make the proper ufes of #hzs, and every other Blefing !
In the midft of fo much real Joy and Gladnefs, let us
learn to be moderate, meek, and prudent; to ferve God
faithfully, luflily, .and with a good Courage! and love one
another fincerely! when, the wicked fhall ceafe from #rou-
bling us, — and we {hall not be afhamed probably here-
after, to fpeak again with our Enemies in the Gate: — For
God indeed, (we &now and fee/,) hath done great Things
for us, whereof we have juff reafon to rejoice, — though
He hath defervedly, very lately bumbled us, for our Tran/-
greffions,) —-and our Obligations to Him, are of the bighef?
Nature:~— yet, fhould we be tempted not to perfevere in
our Duty to Him, fhould we not fuffer his Goodnefs to
lead us to Repenfance,—our lafi Effate, our latter End
will be worfe than the deginning, — even Al that is paft :

~ fo that, we may expet nothing lefs than that He
‘ {hould
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fhould niake us, a bye werd among the Nations, that are
sound about us,—if not 1n the Egff, 1n the Wefl, in the
North, and in the South: and as remarkable Inflances 1n
future, of his Wrath and Vengeance,— as we have in for-
mer Wars, been particularly Vidlorious, ~~and the vzfible
Objects of his Love and Favour.

Now, the only Terms verily, on which we may reafon-
ably expect the continuance of his Mercies, (of his Loving-
lmdmﬁ towards ws, and particularly zbat, we Here cele-
brate in his Joly Temple, the return of Peace again, to our
almoft ruincd Country, — to our diffralted, and fadly im-
poverifhed One, —) are our breaking our Covenant with
Death, and our fatal Agreement with Hell; — our perform=- -
ing our Engagements W1th God, which we 4// entered in-
to, at our Baptifin; our denying ungodlinefs and worldly
Lufts; our living foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this pre-
{fent world, = by turning unto Him, who ought fo be fear-
ed; and doing works meet for Repentance; by {econding
our daily Prayers with our conftant endeavours, to fulfil -
his #7ill,— That his great and powerful Name may be
hallowed, his glorious Kingdom advanced, and his juft
Rule over us, and all Mankind, be as faithfully fubmitted
to, and his every Law obferved Here, on Earth,——as by
che Doly Angels in Heaven; — by loving moreover, one an-

other
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other without Difimulation : — Since; 1f God hath made
Us, to be the Obeéts of his Love; why fhould we not be
{0, of one another’s? And, there 1s no Fear in Love.

Let us however, (I pray,) be as well wife as Serpents,
as we fhould be harmlefs as Doves! and in this our
Day, carefully mark Thofe, who caufe Dzvifions, and Of-
fences fall among ws, to diffrac? us, if not to ruin us;
(notwithftanding it 1s zmpoffible, but that Offences will
come;—) and if pofible, as much as Leth in us, let us
carefully avord them! Let us {upprefs too, all thofe 7rre-
gular, beadfirong bumours and paffions within ourfelves, or
that we daily fee 7 others,— which at any Time muft
difpofe Us to be eafily wrought upon by the Ar#s and
Contrivances of the Proud, the dmbitioys, the Crafty and
Cunning Ounes among us, — who would fain dire? us, lord
it over us, and gndo us: — Yea, let us put on, 1 befeech
vou, as the Elé of God, holy and belpved — bowels of
mercy, kindnefs, meeknefs, longfuffering, — forbearing one an-
other, and forgiving one another, if any man have 3
Quarrel againit any; even as Chrift forgave Uy, {o, alfo do
Fe! —having within ourfelves effeéfually, that Charity,
which 1s kind, wiich envyeth not, — vaunteth not itfelf, =
1s nat puffed up, —= feeketh not ber own, ~—1s not eafily pro-
oked, — thinketh no evi/, — rejoiceth not in znguity, bat

rejoicetly
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rejoiceth in the Truth; — beareth all Things, believeth o
Things, hopeth all Things, endureth all Things.

When, the God of Peace, fhall be with us, — granting
Us in this World, knowledge of his Truth, —dnd in the
World to come, Life evellaﬁmg | ~

And, let all the odious Appellations of Par z‘ze.r and Dz-
ﬂzzzé'f'zam, and Coalitions be done away, and loft in Love
— That there be no other Contentions /fz, than thofe
kind Ohes,—who fhall do his Neighbour, his King, and
his Country, the beft Service,— the mott defirable Good!

Thus, and only thus, let all our Emulation be to help
one another | to outdo one another n hearty Affeélion; with

 truly Jaudable and zealous Endeavours for old England!

And laftly, may fuch bappy Agreement not ceafe in us,
'till the Kingdom of this World be {wallowed up i1 Chrift’s
glorious One, 1 which, (as hath been prophefied,) the
Wolf fhall dwell with the Kid, ~—.and the Calf, and the

voung Lion, and the Fatling together, — and a hittle Ch/ld
fhall lead Them: — When, there will be no hurting, nor
deftroying 1n all God’s holy Mouutain; and the Reff, which
He fhall give to Mankind, {hall be glorious.

O the dleffed Day, when thefe Things fhall come to pafls!
May God prepare us all for it by Farzh, and Repentance,
and good Works, — through Him, who was both the Defire

and
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and Bleffing of all Nations,=( Jefus Chnift, the 1;ghteous o)
our szcm our Sgnitifier, our Redeener!

To whom, with the Farher and the holy Ghoft, be af-

cribed all Honour, Praife, and Thankfgiving in the Church,
world without end. Amen,



