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JOB, V. 1213, 14,13, 16.

“ He difappoinieth the devices of the crafty, fo that

ibeir bands cannot petform their enterprife.

He iaketh the wife in their own crafiinefs, and the
counfel of the froward is carried beadlong.

They meet with darknefs in the day time, and grope in
the noon day, as in the night.

But be faveth the poor from the fwword, from their
mouth, and from the band of the mighty.

30 the poor bath hope, and iniguity floppeth her

mouth.”’

D OS>PLe~
EVER fince the fatal lapfe of the firft founders

of our race, the manners of mankind, and the un~ -
friendly animofities and hoftile contefts, which have
marked their conduct towards each other, have fully
evinced, that appetite and paffion have been an over-

match for conicience, and ufurped the dominion of
reafon and charity,

TuoveH the great Author of our being hath in-
dued us with focial affe®ions and benevolent in-
clinations, the proper tendency whereof is, to pro-
duce love and harmony and a conftant reciprocal
interchange of kind offices ; yet it is melancholy to

oblerve, how often and how generally the influence
and operation of thefe kind and friendly dif] pefitions,

arc
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arc counteracted, and the happy effects, which they
are adapted to produce, prevented, by the prevalence
of the oppofite paffions of fordid felfithnels and
avarice, of pride, felf-conceit and a reftlefs infatia-
ble ambition of fupcriority and power, which have
evidently gained a pernicious alcendancy in the
degenerate race of man.

Tris 1s not vague declamation. The prefent
ftate of the world proves it to be a forrowful reality.
And whoever will confult the hiftoric page, will
meet with a continued feries of fad experimental
evidence, through all fucceflive periods of time,
from the Dbeginning to the prefent moment, that
mankind, in all the inhabited parts of the globe,
whether in a ftate of barbarifm or civilization, have
been (as they ftill are) expofed to conftant hazards
and dangers ; cither from the fecret devices and
infidious arts of crafty ill-defigning men; or from
the open affaults of afpiring pride and ambition,
armed with power, or {timulated by envy and other
mifchievous paffions. And amidft thofe fcenes of
diforder and mifery, in which the world has been
conftantly involved, from the indulgence of tumul-
tuous and irregular paflions, how little have we
{een of that love and goodnefs, of that purity and
holinefs, wherein the true honour, happinefs and
perfection of human nature confift ?

Tuere have indeed, in all ages, appeared fome
worthy characters, who have laudably exerted them-

felves to ftem this general torrent of depravity and
diforder ; but thefe have been comparatively few, .
in number, and their virtuous endeavours to reftore
the reign of retitude, peace and benevolence, have
feldom been crowned with defired fuceefs. The

good they have done has been generally confined to
narrow limits ; folly and wickednefs continuing to

everfpread the world at large, notwithitanding th;cir
INO
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moft zcalous exertions to promote a reformation and
purity of manners,

Even innocence and integtity, although, under
providence, they are the beft guards, are not al-
ways a fufficient protection againft the mifchievous
plots and purfuits of crafty, vindiétive and felf-im-
portant mortals, who are wont to meafure and efti-
mate their dignity and rights, by their cunning and
power.

Trut it is, many of the misfortunes and calami-
ties, with which we are vifited in this world, are
owing In a great meafure to the indulgence of our
own unruly paflions, astheir procuring caufe. Mecn
arc often embarrafled and enfnared by means of
their own f{in and folly. But fuppofing we thould
order our own conduct cver {o well ; fuppofing we
fhould keep our own appetites under proper difci-
pline, confining them always within the bounds of
moderation and {obriety, according to the diétates
of rcafon and benevolence ; ftill we may be in-
volved in troubles and perplexities, from the difor-
derly paffions and corrupt lufts of others, with whom
we arc unavoidably connelted, as members of the
community ; ner will our greateft prudence and
wifdem be an infallible fecurity, againft events and
nccurrences interruptive of our peace and cnjoy-
ment, and prejudicial to our welfare.,

Suen being evidently the general predominance
of felfith and unfriendly paffions, that the virtueus
few are 1n_continual danger of being devoured and
deftroyed, and can find no fafetv and fecurity, cx-
cept 1 an almighty providence ; what abundant
rcafon have we to rejoice in the affurance we have,
that there 1s One abave, who regulates all the at-
fairs of this lower werld ; who prefides over all
fecond caufes and inftrumental agents, and difrofes

) all
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all events ; who controuls the paffions of men, and
either reftrains their wrath, or fo overrules it, as to
make it eventually fubfervient to the purpofes of
his wifdom and benevolence ?

‘Tue doltrine of a {uperintending providence, to
the government whereof all the affairs of the world
are {ubject ; which often interpofes, for entangling
the wife in their own craftinefs, confounding their
counfels, difconcerting their policies, defeating their
enterprizes, and difappointing their expectations,
when, calculating on their fkill and power, they
are moft confident of {uccels ; and as often, for
affording protection, {upport and profperity to thofe,
who on account of their weaknefs, or deficiency in
ability or means of defence, are liable to be trodden
underfoot by their moreartful and powerful neigh-
bours ; this doctrine of a governing providence, 15 a
plain dictate of found philofophy, and the bafis of
all religious worfhip. Itisa doctrine clearly held -
up to view in the paffage before us, and elfewhere
conftantly inculcated, in the facred pages of Reve-
lation. Nor is there any thing better adapted to
compofc the minds of ferious and devout {ouls,
into patience and refignation, and infpire them with
confolation and comfort, amidft national diforders,
tumults and revolutions, and the uncertain changes
and viciflitudes of joy and {orrow, to which the Jot
of individuals 1s unavoidably fubjeét, than the con-
fideration, that a Gop of infinite power and perfec-
tion, of infinite reétitude, wifdom and goodnefs,
groverns the world, to which we belong.  Exclufive
of this confideration, difmal {cenes and gloomy
profpects, would at once open upon us, and would
caft a damp upon all the joys of life, and imbitter
its fwecteft comforts.

Trougu to the attentive and inquifitive eye of .

rcligious philofophy, cvery event and occurrence
exhibits
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exhibits obvious evidence of Gobp’s providential
government ; yet his interpofitions-have f{carcely
been more remarkable, in any one thing, than in
fruftrating the {chemes, devices and plots of haugh-
ty pride and boundlefs ambition, and defending the
weak againft the mifchievous machinations of the
great and powerful.  So that, -

Wuen the church and people of Gobp are in
jeopardy (as they often have been, from the begin-
ning) from the counfels, policies and confederacies
of fubtle and powerful enemies ; fecret and clofe
in their confultations, and tormidable in their con-
{piracies ; they may folace themielves with the con-
{ideration, that there is a fupreme Power, above the
controul of unreafonable and haughty mortals, that
can fulfil its defigns, in {pite of their projelts, and
turn their boafted wifdom into foolifhnels.

Ler crafty and defigning men, inftigated by the
emotions of therr felf-important feelings, lay their
plots ever fo deep, or concert their fchemes with
ever fo much art and fecrecy, in order to deprefs
others, and aggrandize themfelves, fhll fuccefs is
doubtful. Thelr power of execution may fail them.
For it 1s ealy with Gop to crufh their evil defigns in
embrio; or when their enterprifes wear the moft
promifing appearance, and feem almoft to be grown
up into accomplithment, He that [etteth in the
beavens may laugh at their confidence and throw
into their way a thoufand unexpetted events, that
{hall effetually bafle the utmoft efforts of their

{kill and pawer, and overwhelm them in difappoint-
ment.

\.

How were the plots of Ahithophel, of Haman,
and of thofe that confpired againft Paul, difcon-
- certed and defeated ? They realized the truth of
the Plalmift’s obfervation, when he fays, The wicked

B plotteth
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plotteth againft the juft and gnafbeth wpon him with
pis teetb ; the Lovd fhall laugh ai him, for be feeth

tbat bis day is coming.

How were the mifchievous devices and formi-
dable enterprifes of Pharaoh, againft the innocent
fojourners of Gofhen, overthrown ? Snared in the
work of his own hands, the mifchief he intended
ﬁor gthers, returned with vengeance upon his own

ead.

IN what a remarkable and humiliating defeat,
did Sennacherib’s hoftile defigns againft Jerufalem
terminate ? That haughty Aflyrian monarch, hav-
ing been permitted for a while to bear down all
beforc him, vainly boafted that he could, by his
mighty power, which had been an overmatch for
the gods of other countries, trample the Jewsun-
der foot, though {upported by the Lorp Gop Om-
nipotent. An angel from heaven, commiflioned for
that purpofe, foon made him fadly repent of his
blalphemies, and . gave him, to his fhame and con-
fufion, a moft awful and convincing proof, that
there 1s wo wifdom, nor counfel, nor might againfi

Jebovah.

How have the evil defigns of the Jews, together
with the confederacies of the Kings and princes of
the Gentiles, againfl the Lord and his Anointed, been
hitherto broken and fruftrated ¢ And from the patt
interpofitions of providence in favour of Zion, 1n
times of danger and trouble, what abundant reafon
have we to rely upon the divine promife, that tbe

gates of bell fhall never prevail againft ber 2

FroM the facred records and other authentic
hiftories, it would be eafy to fill volumes, with ex-
amples ferving to illuftrate, and confirm, beyond
difpute, the doctrine of our text; but want of time

forbids my expatiating, in fuch an extcnfive field.
VARIoUS
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- Varrtous indeed are the ways and methods, in
which providence procceds, for the accomplifhment
of its defigns and purpofes. There is reafon to
believe, that the fupreme Ruler often employs the
miniftry of angels, for the execution of the decrees
of his government. And fince- be bas the bearts of
all men in bis bands, there can be no reafonable doubt,
“but that he frequently applies himfelf immediately
to their minds, for raifing or deprefling their natural
faculties ; encouraging and animating {fome to noble
exertions, leading to equally noble atchievements,
and, at the fame time, difheartning others, fo that
their hands cannot perform their enterprife. Seeing
alfo, that the feafons of the year, together with the
atmofphere and all the elements, are {ubject to his
foverelgn management, no one can reafonably deny,
but that it is eafy with him, without any infration
upon the ftanding laws of nature (which are his
laws) to introduce fuch changes of weather, at
particular times and places ; to raife fuch ftorms or
command fuch calms, as fhall dath the plans and
meafures of one party into difappointment, and
crown the enterprifes of another with fuccefs. In
this way, according to the figurative language of
infpiration, he may caufe the flars i their couyfes,

to fulfil his word. In fhort, B

As all the fecret wheels and {prings of nature
are under the abfolute diretion of the great firft
Caufe ; fo, whenever he pleafes, he can put into
operation-a thoufand hidden caufes, out of the reach
of human infpeétion, calculation or controul ; which
fhall produce unthought-of events, favourable to the
withes, and promotive of the profperity of fome,
and equally crofs to the hopes and expedtations of
.others, |

But in whatever ways or methods providence pro-
eceds in the government of theworld,fhll it becomes
us
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usas a people profefling godlinefs, to look above
means and inftruments, to that fovereign power,
which prefides over all ; and while we cultivate a
temper of devout refignation to the will of Gobp
under all circumftances, it behoves us to offer him a
tribute of praife and thank{giving for all thofe unme-
rited bleflings and privileges, which he has been
pleafed to beftow upon us ; efpecially for thofe pe-
culiar felicities and advantages, which diftinguith
our lot among the nations of the earth ; and more
efpecially, to recognize, with gratitude, every in-
ftance of his kind interpofition, for {ecuring to us
the continued enjoyment of fuch favours and bene-
fits ; for guarding us againft dangers, averting im-
pending calamities, and lengthning out our peace
and profperity.

Time would fail me to detail the wonders of
Gop’s goodnefs towards his American Ifrael, fince
our forefathers firft planted themfelves on thefe
weftern {hores. Recommending it therefore to all,
whofe recollection may not be {ufficient for the pur-
pole, to confult the annals of America for infor-
mation, re{pecting preceding gracious appearances
of providence, in behalf of this highly favoured
country, I fhall confine myfelf within the compafs
of the memory and experience of the prefent rifen
and-rifing generation, and fhall endeavour, at this
tinie, by cxhibiting to view fome wonderful difplays
of divine mercy towards this land, fince we have
{ucceeded to the inheritance of our fathers, to ex-
cite fuitable emotions of gratitude to the great Lord
of heaven and earth, who, while be bath not left
any wnalion, without a witnefs of his goodnefs, hath
been pleafled, according to his fovereign pleafure,
notwith{tanding our unworthinefs and demerits, to
make us his peculiar favourites, and the obje(ts of
his {pecial kind regards.

THosE
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Tuose of you, my hearers, who have attained
to the meridian of life, as well as thofe, who are in
more advanced age, cannot eafily forget how con-
fpicucus the providence of Gop was, in a great
variety of inftances, in preparing the way for and
bringing about the late memorable revolution,
which has given us national independence and {ov-
ereignty. But having often called your attention
to the footfteps of providence, which led to that
glorious event, let it now fuffice to obferve, that ever
fince we have been acknowledged in a national
character, the providence of Gop has been equally
confpicuous, 1n counteracting and defeating the
evil devices and projedts, both of domefti¢ factions
and foreign intrigues, and in granting us all the
comforts of affluence and profperity, together with
the bleffings of public peace, civil liberty and good
government ; efpecially fince the adoption and efta-
blifhment of the federal conftitution, formed by the
united wifdom of elefted fages from every ftate,
which,at the fame time that it cements the whole,
as one Indivifible body politic, guarantees to each
confederated {tate, a republican form of government.
This national conftitution hath hitherto been a preg-
nant fource of bleffings throughout the union, being
admirably calculated to promote mutual confidence,
and to give people fecurity, amidft the means of as
great temporal enjoyment and felicity, as perhaps
can confilt with the prefent lot of humanity, or the
conftitution of things, in fuch a world as this.

However the reftlefs genius of ingratitude may
be employed, to fix the eye of attention on the dark
fide of things ; to magnify the ills and depreciate
the bleffings of human life; and' to cloud the bright
face of providence with gloomy prefages; it muft
be obvious to every grateful mind of tolerable in-
formation, that, ever fince the revolution, in addi-

tion
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tion to thofe noble profpets wherewith chriftianity
{fweetens the cupof mortality, the greateft degrees
of temporal happinefs, have either been realized by
the generality, or referred to their option ; there
having been few comparatively, whofe circumftances
have not enabled them, by honeft induftry,.in their
feveral callings, accompanied with prudence, ceco-
nomy and the frugal virtues, to acquire, not only
competent {upplies of the neceffaries, but alfo many
of the elegancies and luxuries of life,

Turs fcene of profperity, commenéing with our
national birth, and greatly improved and enlarged
by our federal government, by the blefling of Hea-
ven, hath hitherto been continued, with very few
interruptions, notwithftanding it has often been in
alarming hazard of a fad reverfe ; efpecially fince
the commencement of the wars in Europe. Since
that time, no arts of deception, adulation or intimi-
dation, calculated to impofe on the credulity of un-
{fufpecting integrity, or to roufe the fears of peace-
able and quiet citizens, and promote difcontent and
divifions among people at large, have been unaflay-
ed, in order to involve thefe States in thofe hoftile
contefts, that have deluged one quarter of the globe
in blood, and reduce their government under the
{overeign management of that nation, whofe frater-
nal embraces have hitherto proved a deadly crufh,
to all who have been either allured or forced into
the dreadful experiment. But bitherto bath the Lovd
belped us, and in the courfe of his guardian pro-
vidence, given us many vifible and very intereft-

ing commentaries, on the paffage of f{cripture be-
{ore us. N

Tur European nations, with whom we were at
peace, being engaged in a war with France, in

whofe quarrel we were not obliged, by any prior
ftipulations,
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ftipulations, to become an active party, our former
prefident, the worthy and patriotic Wathington,
ever attentive to the interefts of his country, inter-
poled his authority to preferve us in a ftate of neu-
trality towards thofe belligerent powers ; as the beft
expedient to prevent our being intangled in the la-
byrinth of foreign politics, and fwallowed up in the
vortex of the clathing interefts of diftant nations.

Unper providence, this wife and prudent mea-
fure of the fupreme executive, has been thé happy
means of confining us to that line of found policy
which teaches us to cultivate peace with all the
world ; and confequently of preventing our being
plunged into the horrors of that tremendous war,
which has already raged for feveral years, with vaft
effufion of human blood, on the other fide of the
Atlantic, configning thoufands and hundreds of
thoufands to the regions of the dead, before they
had lived out half their days.

Anp what abundant reafon have we to give
thanks to Gob, the fupreme difpofer of events, that
we have hitherto been able to maintain our neutral
pofition ; efpecially, at a critical pertod, when we
were in the utmoft danger of being compelled to
relinquifh 1t, on account of an unhappy difpute with
the Britifh nation, accompanied on their part, with
fuch hoftile depredations on our commerce, as
roufed the indignation of America, and almoft pro-
voked her brave fons to draw the avenging {word
immediately, without ufing any peaceable endea-
vours, for obtaining fatisfaction and bringing about
an honourable and equitable reconciliation. But
at that alarming crifis, it pleafed Gob to check the
precipitancy of refentment by prudent confidera-
tions, and to difpofe the government of thefe ftates,
to begin with pacific negociation, which termina-

ted
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ted in an amicable compromife, and happily pre-
ferved uson the neutral ground, which we had

chofen.

BuT our neutral policy, together with this friend-
ly compromife with Great-Britain, it feems has
given oftence to France, whofe views of fraternizing
thefe ftates have thereby been hitherto defeated.

As foon as the prefident had iffued his proclama-
tion, forbidding the citizens of America to e{poufe
the caulfe of cither of the parties at war, and enjoin- .
ing the ftricteft neutrality (fo far as the faith of ex-
ifting treaties would allow) the French minifter,*
then refident among us, immediately took umbrage,
and had the inlolence to menace the government
with an appeal to the people ; as if it were compat-
‘ible with our national dignity and fovereignty, to
permit the deliberations and meafures of the coun-
cils and conftituted authorities of the country, to
be awed, fufpended or counteracted, by the mina-
tory infults of an afluming foreigner.

Frowm that period, it appears to have been a fet-
tled plan with the ruling powers of France, to ftir
up fedittons among us, and, if poffible, to feparate
the people of America from their government, with
a manifeft view of drawing this happy country into
{fuch a dependant and fervile conneCtion with them,
as {hould beft {ubferve their ambitious fchemes of
univerfal dominion. For the accomplifhment of
thefe purpofes, they have been indefatigable in their
endeavours, through the inftrumentality of artful
emiffaries, and venal fycophants, and by means of
fecret invidious flanders and vigulent groundlefs ca-
lumnies, induftrioufly circulated through the conti-
nent, to alienate the minds of the honeft citizens
of thefe ftates againft their government ; and eil'pe-

cially

* (FENET.



cially to poifon them, with incurable prejudices
againft thofe two worthy perfonages and veteran
patriots, who have, in fucceflion, been defervedly
honoured with the reins of adminiftration, having,
through the lapfe of many years, and in the moft
trying times, invariably proved their attachment
to their country, by the irrefiftible evidence of facts.

Besipes this noble duumvirate, the illuftrious
Wathington and Adams, many other noble charac-
ters, and tried ftaunch patriots, have been attacked
with torrents of abufive flander and defamation ;
and the moft uniform and long-proved friends to
the liberties and independence of their country,
have been traduced as enemies, under the venal
bias of Britith influence, without any fhadow of
oroof, except the impudence of falle accufers, pro-
bably under the influence of venality from another
quarter. |

Tuese crafty devicesagainft our national govern-
ment, being difguifed under the plaufible pretext
of benevolent concern for the rights and libertics of
the people, have, in fome inftances, operated accord-
ing to their defign, by making upon the minds of
fome well-meaning but uninformed citizens, In
many places, impreffions unfriendly to the civil au-
thorities of the land. But bleflfed be Gop, who has
been pleafed to keep open the eyes of the plurality,
to difcern the aim and tendency of fuch infidious
arts, and enable them to guard their country againft
the pernicious effects of {uch clandefline mifchief
and enfnaring policy.

FarLine 1n'thefe attempts to revolutionize Ame-
rica, and chagrined with difappointment, the French
admimfiration have thrown off thié mafk,and by open
and unfounded criminations of the government of
thefe ftates, and the profecution of hoftilities, in a
predatory war on our commerce, accompanied with
an haughty refufal to hearken to any exculpatiens or

C - complaints



(18 )

complaints on our part, have given us demonftracive
proof that the moft humiliating {ubmiffions are re-
quired, in order to our living upon tolerable terms
of friendfhip and amity with that domineering

nation.

Wuen we confider the power, artful policy and
unbounded ambition of the French republic (if a
tyranny under the forms of liberty, may be {fo deno-
minated) and attend to their conduct towards other
tates, which have been obliged to {fubmit to their
victorious arms, and, at thefame time, refleét on the
late tenor of their adtions towards this country,
plainly indicative of inimical views and defigns, in
contradiction to all complementary profeflions of
friendly regard, we have reafon to rejoice, that pro-
vidence has interpofed a wide ocean between us and
them, which we truft will ever be an infuperable
obftacle to the execution of every hoftile plan for
the fubjugation of Amecnica, to their diretorial

defpotifm. ,,

"Tue prefent year, which commenced with low-
ering clouds in our political horizon, has been a
year of doubtful expectation and ominous conjec-
ture, 1n reference to our future intercourfe and cor-
refpondence with the French nation. Inthe courfe
of the year fome very important events tfave taken
place, which will probably be attended with inte-
refting confequences ; Imean, the diffolution of
thofes fpecial obligations we were laid under to
- France, by treaties, which having been firft violated
by her, have been annulled and become void and
of none cffect, with refpect to us ; together with the
confequent preparations that have been made for
the defence of this country againft cvery hoftile en-
terprife of that terrible republic.

For feveral years we confidered France as a
friendly ally, and have never been wanting in pro-

; per.
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per cxpreflions of gratitude, to the utmoft extent of
our obligations, for the afliftance fthe afforded us, in
our war with England. But 1f her friendfhip to-
wards us, was owing folely to her enmity againft
Britain, a rival power, which fhe withed to weak-
en; and 1f {he cid really urge her influence, to
prevent our being placed on fuch good ground, as
was eventually allowed us 11 the treaty of peace
(as many believe) her merit towards us, and our
debt of gratitudc to her, have both been overrated.

It 1s well known, that people,in general, through-
out this couantry, rejoiced in the fuccefles of France,
while ker object appeared to be, the defence of the
caule of liberty, and the fecuring for herfelf the
bleflings of a free government, without preparing
a yoke for others. But fince fhe has given evidence
that fhe is actuated by very different views and mo-
tives, her victories have produced very diflerent
emotions 1 American breafts,

Erate with fuccefles, and conceiving herfelf to
be an overmatch for all the world, her object now
appears to be univerfal domination ; and her prof-
fers of liberty feem to be defigned only, as allure-
ments or baits, for catching the credulous and un-
wary. For, fo far as her conquefts have extended,
inftead of beftowing the bleflings of freedom, fhe
has rather eftablifhed her own defpotifm; and the
tree of liberty, upon which fhe has lavithed fuch
captivating panegyrics, and which has graced, or
rather difgraced her victories, has hitherto yiclded
no better fruits, than infidelity, trreligton, and licen-
tioufnefs both in principle and practice, 1n connec-
tion with the fubjugation of the weak to her {upe-
rior power and fovereign jurildition, under the
notion of equality and a fraternal embrace. Iel-
land, Belgtum, Switzerland, Venice, Italy, &c. to
their extreme forrow, have had {ad cxperimental
evidence of this. And had providence permitted

' France
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Yrance to carry into effect her views of diforgan-
1zing the government of America, and eftablithing
her direCtorial authority, we fhould undoubtedly,
before this day, have been in the fame diftrefled
and degraded fituation.

WaaTtiver profeflions of friendthip may be made,
by that intriguing nation, their conduct towards us
(and actions always {peak louder than words) is
clearly evincive of hoftile defigns. Their refufing
to accredit our envoys, who were commiflioned and
authorifed, to enter into a friendly difcuffion of all
matters of grievance, to remove all mifunderftand-
ings, to accommodate all differences and promote a
reftoration of harmony upon terms of equity and
national honour,and treating thofe minifters of peace
with {upercilious neglect ; as it was an infult offer-
ed to the fovercignty of America, fo it is a manifeft
unequivocal evidence of their fixed determination to
abridge us of the rights of our acknowledged inde-
pendance, and to reduce the government of thefe
ftates into {fubordination to their {fuperintendency.

THat fuch are the views of France will be fur-
ther evident (if further evidence be neceflary) when
we confider her equivocal condu&t towards our am-
baffadors, whom fhe refufed to acknowledge, in
their public charadter ; and efpecially her oblique
requifition of tribute, to a large amount, as a preli-
minary to negociation, together with the arts of in-
timidation, which fhe ufed to enforcea compliance,
and alfo her boafting, that the had a party in this
country, of fufficient influence, to exculpate her, and
throw the blame on our rejeéted minifters, thould
no compromife be effected. But

Persuapep Tam, fhe will find herfelf miftaken,
in regard to her partizans, in this country. For |
cannot yet bring myfelf to believe, that there 1s any

canfiderable number of real Americans, who are fo
alienated
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alienated to their own country, as to be willing to
facrifice their patriotifm to the unreafonable claims
and expectations of France ; efpecially after being
acquainted with the fervile condition of thofe un-
happy republics, that have been the victims of her
conquering arms ; and more efpecially, after the
developement of her views, and® intentions in refe-
rence to thefe ftates, in the communications of our
envoys, whofe characters intitle them to full credit.
I truft that gallic duplicity, however it may be fup-
ported by expatriated prefles, will never triumph
over American fincerity. It would be an indelible
difgrace to this- country, to belicve a Talleyrand,
in oppofition to a Pinckney, a Marfhall, and a Gerry.
Should 1 be'a witnefs of fuch an event, 1 fhould be
grievouily pained with the wounding refiection, that
my countrymen were /eft to flrong deltfion to believe
« li, in order to prepare the way for damnation, in
the hellith embraces of irreligion and atheifm, thofe
infernal demons of guile and tyranny.

But I hope better things. And 1if the genius of
America be not departed ; if her {ons feel any thing
of that genuine fpirit of liberty, which warmed the
breafts of their anceftors, and, glowing with unabat-
ed and inextinguifhable ardors, burft forth into the
moft' noble and hazardous exertions, 1n the year
1775, confident I am, that the will rifk the confe-
quence of a moft refolute refiftance, rather than
fubmit to fuch foreign influence and diretion, as
would rob her of her rights of fovereignty, and re-
duce her to the inglorious fituation of a tributary fate.

But leaving our .caufe with the Meft High over
all 1hc carth, the fupreme Goverisr among the natiwus,
fet us, with grateful tributes for paft protections,
deliverances and efcapes, and for the continuance
hitherto of thofe peculiar bleffings, which have
raifed us above the level of the generality of human

Kind,
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kind, endeavour to approve ourfelves unto him and
fecure his future almighty guardianthip and patro-
nage,by a faithful difcharge of all duties of religious,
moral and civil obligation. For if God 4¢ for us,

who can be againft us ?

True ways of providence are often myfterious, and
the defigns thereof infcrutable.  Who knows but
infinite wifdom, in great mercy to America, may
have brought about a diffolution of our fpecial re-
lations to France, with a view of putting a check to
that alarming 1nundation of impiety and infidelity,
which, having overwhelmed a great part of Europe,
has lately rolled its {welling waves acrofs the Atlan-
lic (I was going to compare it to the flood, caft out
of the mouth of the apocalyptic dragon, after the
woman that fled into the wildernefs) threatening
our happy country with an univerfal devaftation of
every religious fentiment, moral principle, and ra-
tional enjoyment,’ together with the confequent in-
troduction of that wretched unhallowed philofophy,
which degrades man to a level with the beafts that
perifh, without one fingle ray of celeftial light to
cheer his {pirits, in the views of a diffolution ?

Tuat we may never realize the horrors of {uch
a dreary {cene of unprincipled libertinifm and per-
verted reafon, let us firmly adhere to the proteffion
of our faith, and ftand faft in the liberties wherewith
Heaven hath made us free.  Exerting ourfelves in
defence of our religious and civil inftitutions, let us
{hew, by our example, that we pay a facred regard
to both ; confidering religion and civil government
as invaluable bleflings, and the beft means provided
by infinite wifdom, for reftraining thofe irregular
paffions, from whence moft of the woes and mife-
ries of human life originate.

Rericion, my hearers, is the higheft exaltation

and glory of man, and is of the utmoft importance
to
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to promote, both individual happinefs, and the peace
and good order of {ocicties. Religion, being found-
ed in a reverential fenfe of a fupreme invifible power,
to which all men are amenable, and 1n a firm belief
of a future judgment and ftate of retributions, affords
a moft powerful curb to the corrupt lufts of human
nature, and is, at the fame time,a mighty aid to every
focial affeCtion and benevolent inclination. It ar-
refts our hopes and fears, thofe main fprings of ac-
tion, and engages their powerful influence, to excite,
encourage and affift the purfuits of virtue and love,
and prevent every inftance of folly and wickednefs,
that would be prejudicial to ourfelves or others.

Tue chriftian religion, efpecially, combines every
confideration and argument, taken from this world
and that to come, that can poflibly be laid before
the minds of men, in a way of motive or meoral {ua-
fion, to induce them to walk in thole ways of virtue
and benevolence, which will moft effeCtually pro-
mote peace on earin, aid good will among men.

Whuorver therefore fhews himfelf to be an ene-
my to religion, and particularly to the chriftian {yf~
tem, does, at the fame time, prove himfelf to be an
enemy to fociety, by employing his influence, to
encourage every criminal purfuit, and to pluck up
the very foundations of honour and honeity, truth
and fidelity, benevolence and patriotiim. For what
foundation, I pray, can any one have to put truft
and confidence ina man, who is an avowed unbe-
liever, and profane fcoffer at religion, without any
fear of Gop before his eyes, doing all that in him
lies, by his example, impious jefts, and delufive
fophiftry, to promote a difregard to the inftitutions
of divine worfhip, to encourage infidelity, and to
fet men at loofe from the reftraining impreffions of
faith in Gop, in a providence, and a judgment to
come ? We have furely the greateft reafon to exer-
cife the moft cautious vigilance, and to be upon our

guard
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guard againft all, who difcard a governing Deity,

and trample religion,with its fundamental doctrines,
under foot ; for whatever praifes they may beflow
upon themfelves, as friends to liberty, rectitude and
the rights of human nature, they betray their own
hypocrify, and furnith full evidence, thatif they
had power, they would be unmerciful perfecutors,
cruel oppreflors, and tyrannical defpots.

Itis indeed {carcely poffible for a man to do fuch
violence to his faculties, as entirely to {upprefs all
fenfe and awe of a Deity. The human mind is fo
framed, that it early receives an impreflive.perfuafion
of dependence on fome invifible power, of an
overruling providence and future retrigution. This
impreflion is of great importance, to check the ex-
orbitancy of the human paffions, and fupport the
caufe of virtuein the world. We have reallc)m there-
fore to give thanks to Gop, for giving fuch notices
and difcoveries of his being, perfections and provi-
dential government as are adapted, at once to make
and eftablifh this falutary impreffion, and preférve
a general veneration of a Deity, among men. We
have reafon efpecially to rejoice and give thanks,
on account of the glorious light of the gofpel, and
the inftructions received from the preaching thereof,
and from the adminiftration of chriftian ordinances
of worfhip; thefe being means admirably calculated
to curc the moral diforders of the mind to curb the
irregular appetites of human nature, to confine 1t’s
paffions within the bounds of moderation, to {up-
prefs the motions of enmity and malevolence, and
promote general friendfhip and harmony.

Ir therefore you love yourfelves and with well to
your country, let me earneftly imprefs it upon you,
from thefe engaging motives, to hold faft this holy
religion, to preferve a veneration for it’s laws and
ordinances, and comply with it’s facred require-

ments and inftitutions ; and particularly to remember
the
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the fabbath day to keep it holy=—not forfaking the

affembling yourfelves together, as the manner of fome is ;
for fhould the fabbath be abolifhed, {cepticiim will
foon triumph over faith, and chriftianity be abforb-

ed in fcepticifm and heathenifm.

~ Anp while we hold faft our religion, and refule
to exchange the glorious and reviving light of the
gofpel, for thedifmal gloom of dreary antichriltian
philofophy, let us duly appretiate the bleflings of
civil government, and particularly cultivate an at-
tachment to our national fovereignty, and the au-
thorities. ereted by the great body of the people
throughout the unton.

For fuch is evidently the prefent difordered ftate
of human nature, owing to the prevalence of 1gno-
rance, felfith affections, and corrupt prejudices, that
the confiderations of religion and reétitude are but
little regarded, in innumerable inftances, and would
be infufficient to reftrain the generality from plot-
ting mutual mifchief, and purfluing meafures nju-
rious to one another, without the co-operation of
civil government, to curb the excefles of irregular
paffions, and oblige mankind to conform, externally
at leaft, to the rules of juftice and equity, and live to-
gether upon terms of tolerable peace and friendfhip.

Tus defign or end of civil government, is the
welfare of mankind, which, without a miracle, in
the prefent ftate of human nature, could not be ef-
feCtually fecured and promoted, if every one, exempt
from all controul of law and civil authority, had
liberty to do whatever was right in his own eyes.
This being the cafe, it is evidently the will of Gop,
the univerfal parent and friend of the world, that
men fhould form f{ocieties, {ocial compaéts and civil
conftitutions ;-or that they fthould eftablifh and en-
force the obfervance of certain rules, for the regu-
lation of their conduét towards each other ; for the

D prevention
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prevention of mifchiefs arifing from the competi-
tions of intereft, from oppofite and interfering views
and prejudices, or from the clathings of pride ; am-
bition and other felfifh paflions ; and for the prefer-
vation of harmony and good order, amidft the ad-
vantages of mutual confidence and afliftance, and a
general reciprocation of kind offices.

Civir government is therefore to be confidered
as an ordinance of Gop ; but the particular forms of
it arc left to human wifdom and difcretion.

Wuat particular form of government is beft
adapted to promote the greateft good of man, 1s a
pelitical queftion, which has been matter of difpute
among civilians in all ages, and will probably con-
tinue {o to the end of time. And confidering the
variety of circumftances that diftinguifh the nations
of the earth ; the changes that are continually 1ak-
ing place among them, from various caufes ; and
the impradticability of introducing an univerfal
uniformity, in regard to cuftoms, habits and modes
of thinking and living ; confidering thefe things,
perhaps the fame precife form of government, how-
cver excellent inits princtples, would not beequally
{uitable for all people, or for the fame people, at all
times ; nor accommodate itfelf, with equal advan-
tage tothe different circumftances of different ages,

places and communities.

In regard to the above queftion, I will venture
however, to fay in gencral, that {fuch a form or con-
{titution of government, is beft calculated to pro-
mote the welfare of mankind, as, rejecting every
icheme of inapplicable theory, and accommodating
itlelf to the real ftate of human nature, providesthe
beft guards againft the extremesof arbitrary power
and licentious liberty, and preferves the moft even
balance between conflituted authorities and popular

privileges, and, preventing, as far as poflible, all
dangerous
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dangerous encroachments of the one on the other,
cqually fecures the bleflings of civil government,
civil unton and the mghts of man.

Tue conftitutions of the feveral American ftates,
in connetion with the federal conftitution, under
which they are all united, do perhaps as nearly an-
fwer the above delcription, as any forms of govern-
ment now in the world, or as any others, that can
be devifed by the wildom of man, for a country
circumftanged as this i1s.  Both the federal and ftate
conftitutions are formed upon a {cale of as exten-
five liberty, as perhaps. can confift with any efficient
government ; the exifting authorities and powers,
not {elf-created nor derived from fuppofed here-
ditary right, having originated from the people at
large ; and being exercifed by men, chofen and ap-
pointed by their free {uftrages, who after a limited
term, muft be reduced to a level with their fellow ci-
tizens, and fthare in common with others, in all the
confequences of their conduct, whilc in ofhce.

Ir I underftand the nature of our national gov-
ernment, it bears the ftamp of the people’s fove-
reignty, being fo framed, that 1t 1s properly the gov-
ernment of the people, by temporary delegations of
authority, and power, proceeding from them, dcfi-
ned and limited by them, and made refponfible 1o
them. To trample upon any conftitutional acts of
congrefs, 1s therefore to trample on the fovercignty
of the nation. To vilify or oppole any of the con-
fticuted authorities, in the proper execution of their
refpective delegated trufls, is alfo to infult the ma-
jefty of the people. It is likewifc rebellion againtt
the [upremacy of the people tor the officers of enc
department to break over their prefcribed bounds,
and tnvade the province of another. And to ai-
tempt to {eparate the people from their governmient,
Is to attempt to divorce them from themfelves,
Nor 1s it conceiveable what view any can have in

fucn
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{uch attempts, except to produce a revolution,—an
event to be deprecated! For fhould the prefent con-
ftitution be overthrown, either by foreign intrigue,
domeftic faction, orany other caufe, there is rea-
fon to fear, that the liberties and privileges of the
people will {uffer a greater abridgment, under a
more defpotic government, than was ever before
experienced, in this country.

Ir it be true, that in confequence of the wifdom,
firmnefs and {pirited meafures of our government, the
haughty menacing tone of the Diretory of France,
has been lowered, and their difpofitions towards
this country, meliorated ; we have reafon to give
thanks to Gop for fuch a favourable event. But
paft experience fhould teach us the cautious policy
of being always on our guard, and well prepared for
defence s unlels we can have more {fubftantial evi-
dence of the friendly intentions of the French go-
vernment, than empty profeifions, or fome few
inftances of flattering change in their language or
condu&, which may be nothing elfe but lullabies or
opiates, the infidiousarts of their boafted diplomatic
{kill, which has proved the ruin of {o many other
ftates.

Mavy the fovereign Ruler among the nations, ftiil
mercifully regard and defend the pcople of confed-
crated America, and grant them wifdom both to
difcern and purfue the things of their peace and
profperity ; that they may never be abforbed in the
calamities of {uch an nglorious revolution, as fhall
reduce their government under the arbitrary direc-
tion and controul of foreign influence, and add them
to the hideous roll of degraded and enflaved repub-
lics in Europe.

SupprESSING every ungrateful emotion of dilcon-
tent, and making it our conftant devout enquiry,

what we fball render 1a the Lord fer all bis benefits,
let
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let us endeavour to live an{werably to our high
obligations, that it may be well with us, and with
our pofterity after us.

ConsiperING the prefent ftateof human nature,
we may indeed expect to hear many murmurings of
ingratitude and a lelfith temper, even amidft the
higheft fcenes of profperity, and under the moft
aufpicious fmiles of providence. For notwithftand-
ing the bleflings wherewith we are furrounded, how
many do weoften hear complaining ; particularly
of the {carcity of money ? But when we attend to °
the appearances of affluence around us, and confi-
der the expenfive modesof living and coftly luxuries,
that have been introduced by all clafles of citizens ;
when we confider alfo how much money is need-
lefsly expended at public and licenfed houfes, or
lavifhed upon unprofitable amufements,or fuperficial
embellifhments, which, however innocent in them-
felves, never ftamp a dignity on the human charac-
ter; when we confider thefe things, what {hall we
think of the above complaint ? If debtors, who aim
to withhold from their creditors their juft dues, as
long as poflible, imagine that fuch a complaint, un~
der {uch appearances and circumftances, will be
a valid excufe among the difcerning, they will find
them{elves miftaken. It would be happy for us, if
honefty and fidelity were not [carcer than money.
It would be well, if every one would bear it in
mind, that every culpable failure in puncuality, in-
flits a wound upon credit, which cannot be healed
without fome more efficient remedies, than com-
mon cxcufes and apologies.

Ler us therefore, my hearers, renouncing the hid-
den things of craftinefs and difbonefly, endeavour to
fulfil all righteoufnefs, and to fquare our acions and
‘behaviour towards one another, by that everlafting
rule of rectitude, founded in eternal reafon and the

immutable firnefs of things, and fan®&ified by chrif-
tianity,
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tianity, which obliges us to do to others, as we
fhould think them obliged to do to us, on an ex-
change of circumftances. |

Discarpine that impious and licentious liberty,
which claims for weak, ignorant and dependant
mortals, an exemption from all law, and rule, and
civil authority, and exalts ttfelf even above the au-
thority of Almighty Gobp.  Let us, while we culti-
vate the difpofitions of piety and devotion towards
our Maker and Preferver, cultivate alfo the difpo-
fitions of juftice, and charity towards our fellow
Gteatures, and by the conftant difcharge of every
ctvil and focial duty, endeavour to premote peace
and good neighbourhood, as far as the fphere of
our influence extends, that focial happinefs may in-
creafe and abound, and by its benign 1nfluence, -
1mprove the other joys of life.

Arwavs ready to join our fellow citizens of thefe
ftates, in every conftitutional meafure for defeating
the artful ftratagems, crafty plots and open attacks
of every enemy to the independence and govern-
ment of our country, let us exhibit an example of
all the virtues of a good and pious life, in our {everal
private ftations and relations, and, by leading quiet
and peaceable lives, in all godlinefs and honefty, en-
deavour to manifeft our gratitude to the beneficent
Author of all good, for that profufion of private en-
joyments and domeftic delights, as well asother
bleflings, which from the treafures of his 1nex-
hauftible bounty, he hath been pleafed to fhower
down upon us.

CouLp people, in general, throughout America,
be perfuaded to act, with propricty, according to the
exhortations now given, it would baffle the arts and
efforts of the united conlpiracies of earth and hell,
to break our union, or rob us of the bleflings of in-

dependence, under the operation of a free govern-
| ment
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ment of our own choice ; and we might therefore
reafonably rejoice in the flattering profpect of con-
tinued profperity, and might, with full affurance of
hope, anticipate future fecurity, under the never fail-
" ing guardianfhip and benediction of the fovereign
Lord of lieaven and earth.

An~p now, my hearers, having delivered my fenti-
ments with an unrefervednefs expreffive of full con-
fidence in your candor, I fhall conclude by exhorting
every one ferioufly to confider, that he is formed for
immortality, beyond the bounds of time, With
the faith of chriftians, let us all look forward inte
tuturity, and take care to lay up treafures, in that
heavenly country, which is prepared for all, whofe
conduct in this life {hall meet the final approbation
of the fupreme Judge. - -

Having acquitted ourfelves well, in the feveral
pofts affigned us upon the probationary theatre of
this world, may the everlafting Jenovam, through
the mediation of Jesus Curist, his moft merciful
plenipotentiary on earth, when the drama of this
lifc thall be finithed, and this {fublunary {cene fhall
clofe, admit us to that world of glory and joy, where
there are no difputes arifing from competitions of
intereft; no mifchevious devices or machinations, no
temptations, no infidious plots,no difturbers of peace,
no envious or malevolent beings ; but, where all is
love, union and harmony, in the fullefl perfetion,
under the immediate beatific influence and irradia-
tion of fupreme original Excellence and Goodnefs,
forever and ever. G SV A




