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PSALM oxuvy, 3.
The Lord hath done great things for us,
whereof we are clad.

32~ HE infpired writerof this pfalm (who-
E ever he was) has manifelt reference to
fome great and remarkable deliverance,

which had been wrought for the peonie of God.
Fie firft calls their atiention to the wonderful
{alvation, which they had experienced. and re-

minds them of the gicat pleafure 11‘1d delight,
which they enjoyed, on the occalion ; and
then, under the lmprc.fﬁr)m of plciy and reli-
gious pht IUfO{;h_Y tcachies them 1o adore the
provid-v<o of the &lmighty, and 1, aferibe
their refee tom fore affliction and adverfity,
and reftoration to a profocrous and bappy con-
dition, to the gracious i :ternofition of divine
power. The Lord, fays bic, hath dove great
tfyfzzgf forus ; whereof we aveglad.  In which
woras, he dircdls the people to look above
means, infiraments, {econd canfes zmd {ubordi-
TiRtc agents, (o that ﬁlpreme over-ruiing Yower,
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who hat/ aniverfal nature under his cont trouf ;
and Teads them to acknowledge God, as the

author of that great falvation, which had
filled their hearts with joy and gladnels.

And nothing fure can  better become a
people profefling godlinefs, than to cye the
hand of promdencL, in ali events : and efpe-
cially to acknowledgc the mterpoﬁnan of the
Deity in {fuch events and OCCUITCNCCS, as are
great, important, remarkable and interefting ;
and devoutly to celebrate his praifes, as their
iaviour and deliverer, when they have been
refcued from danger, diftrefs anrj srievous
calamity, and put into fafe. profperons and
happy circumftances. This, which is the
univerfal do&rine of fcripture, is clearly im-
‘plied in the text ; nor caa it be doubted by
any one, who entertains jult conceptions of
God, as the {upreme Ruler and Governor of
the world,

As rational and dependant creatures, i
behoves us to cultivate the noft exalted ideas
of God’s univerfal government and dominioq,
and to endeavour to. poflels our minds with
an habitual realizing perfuafion, that his pro-
vidence prefides over all the affuirs of the

world, and guides all the ‘movements of na-
ture ; that he pulls down one nation and {ets
up another, as he pleafes, and. {uperintends
all the revlutions- that take place in the
hngdoms of men; that he determmesgthe
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(to us uncertain) iffues-of war, and over-rules
the paflions of men, and the frce motions
of their wills, in fuch a manner, as to make
them fubfervient to his purpefes of judgment
or mercy ; that he forms the warrior and the
ftatefman, the hero, patriot and politician,
beflowing accomplifhments, abilities, wifdom,
fkill, prowefs and refolution, on whom he
pleafcs, for an{wering the defigns of his pro- -
vidence ; and laitly, that although bhis inter-
pofitions may fcldom be miraculous, in a ftrié
{enfe, yet his agency is really and tuly con-
cerned in deciding the event of all human
undertakings ; all thofe contingencies and
circumitances which ferve to raife or deprefs
the fpirits of men, to influence their counfels
and operations, or to promote or obftruct

their meafures, teing {ubjcct to his dire@ion
and fovereign difpefal, :

Were our minds poflefled of thefe ex-
alted ideas concerning divine providence, we
fhould picrce through the veil of fecond
caufes and inflruments, and view the difpofing
hand of God in all events.  Animated by
thefe fentiments, we fheuld always be ready
to adore the goodnels and power of the
fupreme Ruler; clpecially when we have
expericnced any remarkable deliverances and
fignal fuccefles.  On fuch cecafions our hearts
would naturally adept that grateful language,
Not unto us, O Lord, not untous ; not unto
our wifdom, policy or power ; but unto thy
name be the glory, I
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I prefume, my hearers, yvou are all* fuch
firong believers, in the dodrine of providence,
that, if you have any tolerable acquaintance - -
with fa&s, I need not make ufe of any argu-
ments to perfuade you to apply the language
of the text, on this occafion. With the greareft
propricty may we fay, “he Lord bath doue
great thwngs for us ; wivcaf we are glad.,

What [ intend; in the rrofecution of this
text, is to bring into view {ome of thofcgrfczt
things, which God hath done for us and our
country, which have been the occafion ‘of
great rejoicing of heart, and demand our
orateful acknowledgments to the fupreme
Difpofer of events. This I fhall endeavour,
in order to éxcite in your brealts, and my
own, fuch {entiments of picty, devotion and
gratltudc, as {hall be fultalﬂle to the wonderful
interpofitions of a merciful providence, and
to the diftingnithing vouchfafcmeits of divine
- goodnefs, of which we, and the people of

New-Fngland and confederated America, have

had large and happy experience.

I now find mylelf introdoced into an exten-
{ive field, which avounds with a vaft variety
of objeds, adapted to excite adoration and
praife, to~the Author of all good. But for
want of time, I fhall be obliged to confine
mylelf to a few only of thofe NUMeErotts
ob]e&s deferving our grateful remembrance,
which fuch'a ipacious field exhibits to view.

Time

ht
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Time would fail me, thould I wirn you back:
to the earlier periods of the country, and
attempt  to difplay the wonders of divine
soodnefs towards our worthy anceftors, who,
rather-than {fubmit to the iron rod of civil
and ecclefiaftical tyranny, emigrated from their

~ native land, and fought and found an afylum
in the inhofpitable wilds of America. Time
would fail me, to recount the many fignal
inftances, of divine interpofition, for thieir
rclief in diftrels, prote@ion in danger, and
fupport and deliverance,. when engaged in
bloody wars with the favage natives. Time
would fail me, to fhew how they profpered
and flourifhed under the fmiles of a propitious
providence, notwithftanding the many difficul-
tics and obftacles, feemingly infurmountable,
with which they had to encounter ; and how
their pofterity, under the continued unremitted
care of Heaven, fpread themfelves over/the
face of the land, and grew up to a great peo-
ple, maintaining, all along, their civil and reli-
gious rights, in oppofition to all the attempts
of enterprizing ambition or hoftile violence,
to wreft the fame out cf their hands, Time
would fail me to give you an account of thefe -
things; 1 fhall therefore leave them to your
grateful recolle@ion, in private, with the affif-
tance of fuch hiftories, as vou may be fur-
pifhed with ; and turn your thoughts upon
things more recent, which do ina_ peculiar
manner, claim our attention, and call for our

thankful acknowledgments, on this occafion.
B Neves
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- Never had any people greater oceafion for
thankfpiving, than the ighabitants of thefe
States, at the prefent day. It becomes us all
{8, cnqmre, what we fhall render to the Lord,
tor the great thmys be bas done for us.
He has fupported, protetted and defended us,
amidft the mofl alarming dangers and haz-
zardous corflits.  He has crowned our vir-
guous efforts for the defence of our country
with glorieus tuccefls, and reftored to us the
bleflings of peace and public trariquilicy  The
happy conclufion of a long and diftrefling
war, lays us vnder infinitc obligations of
gratitude, to tiie Lord God of br’ﬂ,n who has
been our fbicld and defence, onr glory and the
hiter up of our beads. Relcued from danger,
from the havock, defolations-and carnage of
war, and put into the peaceable and full pof-
{eflion of liberty and independence, the grand
obje@s of our conteft, we muft be ftupid, it
we do not rejorce m the God of our falvetion,
‘and adore his providence, which has wrought
{o great deliverance for us, and raifed ws o a
confpicuous place, vpon thetheatreof nations.

How great, my hearers, is the falvation,
which the Lord Ged omnipotent hain wrought
for us! Amidlt furrounding perils, under
difcouraging profpeds, in the depm of wroudbls
and difirefs, when our affairs were In 3 moft
intricate, perpiezed and alarming {ituation, we
o1 .s::-:’ unto the Lord, who gracioudly wmelned
his car, and beard 5s; infpired ws with fortis

HALH
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.ude and refolution, proportionate to our dan-
acrs and difficultics ; enabled us to defend our
caufe againft the utmoft efforts of the wifdom,
power and policy of our enemies ; .and by a
{eries of events, in which his merciful inter-
pofitfion was remarkably concerned, has indu-
ced thofe, who waged an unjuit war againft
us, to relinquifh their unreafonable claims. to
arant us all, yea much more than we contend-
ed for, at firft, and to negotiate a peace with
us upon the footing of equality and mutual
independence. We may now therefore with
the greateft pertinency adopt that language ot
the plalmift, The Lord bath brought us up
“out of the horrible pit, out of the mury clay;
he bath Jet our feet upon a rock, and eflablifbed
our gomngs. e hath put a new jong of

prayfe mto our mouths.

How different has been the flate of our
affairs this year, from what it was in years
palt ! What a wonderful fhifting of the
fcene ! What a reviving tranfition from woe
- and forrow to joy and triumph ! from gloomy
‘uncertainties and anxiovs apprehenfions, to faie
and byight profpeéts! from ftorms and tem-
pelts, to calmnefls and fercniﬁty! from a dark
and dreadful night, to a more glorious day
than ever before beamed upon this weftern
hemifphere! Inftead of -the alarms of war,
and the frequent tidings of battles, and flaugh-
ter, and garments relled 11 blood, our cars and

®ul



(a2 )

our hearts have been entertained with the
more agreeable and welcome news of peace,

upon terms honourable and advantageous.

Let us take a brief retrofpective view of the
footfteps of divine providence in the rife, pro-
grefs and conclufion of the -late war; and
attend a little to the caufes and events, which
concurred to make us an independent nation,
and which led to ourfinal cftablithment in the
peaceable pofleflion of our fundamental rights
and liberties. #'hofo 1s wife and will obferve
thefe things, even he fhall underfland the
loving kindnefs of the Lord.

Great Britain, as if left to judicial infatua- -
tion, by her madvifed and arbitrary meafures
‘and politics, kindled the flames of the late
-war, which, in event, has proved not lefs glo-
tious for us, than humiliating to her ambitious
pride. Had fhe not afflumed an unreafonable
authority over us; had {he not endeavoured
to rob us of the eflential rights of human
nature, granted and confirmed to us, by the
great Lord of heaven and earth, in the charter
- of our being; in fhort, had fhe not attempted
to fubje& uvs to her dcf otic government, we
{fhould have remained in friendly union with
her to thisday, withoutentertaininga thonght
of refiting her power, or breaking our con-
ne@tion with her. From an unaccountable
blindnels to her own intereft and inattention
go the principles of juftice and eqmtv, fhe

reduced
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reduced us to this alternative, either to give
up our ‘pretenfions to liberty, and {ubmir to
her unlimited claim of authority, to “ make-
laws bindine upon us e all cafes whatfoever;”
or elfe to rifque the confequerce of incurring
her anger, and opnoﬁng her power, Our
(ruation was then <xceedingly perplexed and
difficult. i we fubmitted, 1t was obvious,

that our lives, lireriies and cftates were at
once {ubjected to ner arbitrary difpofal; and
that we fhould teceme flaves ourlelves, and
entail {lavery on our nofterity: if we refifted,

we had reafon to dread her wrath and power,
and to be atraid ot the confequences. Petitions
an< remonitrances availed no more, than chaft
before the wind, Deaf, inexorable and obfii-
nate, fhe perfiftcd in her claims, and treated
our comphmts with negle& or infult.  Find-
ing all othcr meansineflectual (as became freee
men) we ventured to refift, and left the event
with God.. A dark and gloomy cloud then
fpread itlelf over America, threatning a terrible
ftorm of havock, flaughter and blood. The
ftorm burlt upon us, and we felt, feverely felt,
the dreadfil fhock. The plains of Lexington,
recking with the blood of feveral of our brave
countrymen, who were wantonly flain by a
party of Britifh troops, fir{t announced the
commencement of war. The moft diftrefling
and hazzardous fcenes foon opened upon us.
Then were we in perils from every quarter ;

in perils {rom an hoftile fleet, which invefted
eur
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éur fca coafls, threatning to cut offall commu-
nication and intercourfe between us and other
nations, and {o to deprive us of all chance of
procuring neceflary {upplies for carrying on
2 war: in perils from a well difciplined and
formidable army, which had acually invaded
our land, in order to force us into uncondi-
tiona] fubmiffion: in perils from the fcattered
tribes of favages, that bordered upon us, who,
by the inftigation of Britith conflaries, kept
our frontiers in continual alarms, by their
hoftile incurfions: in perils alfo from the
infidious arts, fecret plots and ftratagems of
many of our own counirymen, who, ecither-
from a miftaken perfuafion of the injuftice:
of our caufe, or from fears of the {uppofed
emnipotence of Britain, did all they could, to
difconcert our meafures ind weaken our hands,
and to aid and afit the evil defizns of our
enemies. But amidft all thefe " furroundiag
perils, the Almighty was our prote&or, (o
that our enemies could not prevail.

The providence of God was remarkably
vifible, in it’s effe@s, both in uniting the inha-
bitants of thefe ftates, at firfl, to oppofe the
arbitrary meafures of Britain, and in cementing
that union afterwards, by the ties of the ftriéteft
sonfederacy, for their common fafety and
defence, even when appearances were very
doubtful and unpromifing. Thata people, fo
" dittant from one another ; and {o different, in
many refpeds, in their manners, cuftoms and

modes

I
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modes of living, from whence ftrong local pre~
judices commonly arife; fhould be fo generally
infpired, as it were with one {oul, and breathe
the fame fpirit ; and, regardlefs of the frowns
and infidious flattéries ot Britain, {hould bind
themfelves together in the clofeft alliance, to
oppofe her as a common enemy, and refift her
even to blood ; and fthould have the courage to
ereé themfelves into a national ftate, and to
adhere to their independence and fovereignty,
amidft the greateft difcouragements and diffi-
culties, and moft alarming dangers ; cannot be
accounted for, without acknowledging the
interpofing agency of that almighty Being, .
who has immediate accefs to all minds, and to
whofe providence (as has already been fug-
gefted) are fubjed all thofe contingencies and
concurring circumitances, whichinfluence the
refolutions and a&ions of mien.

Our infufficiency, according to human ¢al-
gulations, for the hazzardous confliét, in which
we have been engaged, was mercifully hiddem
from us, and from our enemies, at the begin-
ning of the contefl. A full knowledgeofour
weaknels, and the extreme dangers and diffi-
culties of our fituation, would have tended to
difhearten us, to relax ovr eflorts, and abate:
the vigor of our exertions ; and at the fame
sime, it would have fired our enemies with
double ardor, and might have fpirited them to
have pufhed into the country, with their
whoie collected force, at the only time, whep

they
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they had any fair chance of conqueft ; I mcan,
at the time, when we were fitlt plunged into
the war ; our circumftances then being fuch,
that according to human probabilitics, our ene-
mies might have fwallowed us up quick, had
not God, in his providence, laid them under
the reftraints of fear, and intimidated them in
fuch a degree, that all their boalted courage

evapourated in puil.

It is well known, that at the commence-
. ment of hoftilities we were weak, and with-
out ally. We were without money, without
ammunition, and but wretchedly armed to
meet an enemy. . We were undifciplined, and
unprovided with the neccflaries for carrying
on a war. But our enemies had not the cou-
rage to take the advantage of thefe circum-
{tances, fo much againft us, and in their fa-
vour ; on the contrary, though helplefs and
unprepared, we were enabled to confine them
in the capital of thiscommonwcalth for almoft
twelve months, and eventually to drive them
from thence, notwithltanding all their boafts
of power to crufh us to atoms, when they
plealeds  Zhus was the Lord's doing, and it
eught always to be marvellous 11 our eyes.

. Let me add, as an inftance of God’s great
goodnefs to'us, under thefc ushappy circum-
ftances, that we werc?ﬁpplicd with the war-
like ftores we moft nceded, from a quarter
from which ws lealt cxpe@ed them ; they
being
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heing taken from our cnemics and conveyed to
us, by littie armed cruifers, whofe fuccefs on
the watery element, where we had no thoughts

at firlt of atchieving any thing, exceeded our
moft fanguinc hopes.

I is worthy alfo of our grateful obfervas.
tion, thatGod, who to ferve his own purpofes,
fometimes, bides wifdom from the wife, -was
pleafed to lcave our enemies toadopt fuch mea-
fures, in theprofecution of their unjuft defigns,
as contributed at once to their own difappoint-
meiit, and to the promotion of our righteous
caufe. That they endeavoured, by threats
and cruelties ; by the barbarous ufageof many,
- who fell into their power ; and by marking
their footfteps with havock and devaftation,
wlierever they prevailed fo far as to penetrate
the conntry ; that they endeavoured by fuch
means, to difhearten and difcourage vs, and
frighten us into {lavifh fubmiffions, will never
be forgotten. They feemed to lay it down as
an undoubted prineiple, that the conftitution-~
(in of America, wascowardice, till they were
~undeccived by fad expcrience.  Their arts off
intimidation, far fromanfwering their purpofe,
rather ferved to ftrengthen the zeal and refe-
lution of the friends of liberty, and to add
defperation to their courage, by giving a moft
- alarming view of theawful confequences, to be
expedted from the fuccefs of their arms, Iy
was evident that they confidered, and, as foon: -
as they fhould be abley meant to punifly
G- patriotitip,
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ﬁétr‘i'oﬁfm, as high treafon and rebellion. From
the temper which they dilcovered, every one,
who had diftinguifhed himfelf as a faft fricnd
to the liberties of his country, had reafon- to
fear, if they fhould gain their point, thata
cruel and ignominious death would be his por-
tion ; or if he fhould be permitted to live, that
his life would be made miferable, by abufes
and infults, imprifonment and confifcations.
So that undcfignedly, they took the moft
effe@tual methods, to roufe the courage and
valour of America into heroic exertions, and
to provoke every patriot to make the moft
defperate refiftance.

There was atime, when, if our enemies had
improved their advantages, in the exercife of
that graciousand merciful difpofition, of which
they have fo often boafted, and which they
always attributed to their fovereign, it mighs
have proved injurious, if not fatal to our caule.
The time I have particular refcrence to, was,
when they over-run the ftate of New-Jerfey, in
the year 1776, Qur affairs werc then in an
almoft ruined fituation ; and it feemed nexe
to impoffible to retrieve them. At that
time, had our enemies tempered their fuc-
cefles with clemency and moderation, they
might, in a grcat mcafure, have appeafled the
fears of people, and made them the more
ready to entertain thoughts of fubmiffion to
Great-Britain. The wavering would-doubt-
lefs have been fecured on their fide, and added

areatly
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gecatly to the number of their adherents.
But the caufe was from the Lord ; who
therefore left them to purfue the diftates of
their own haughty tempers ; in confcquence
of which, their fuccefles eventually turned te
their difadvantage, by giving people a" full
proof of the ncceflity of tempting all hazzards,
rather than fubmit. I might mention other
Inftances of their falling into the like error,
when fuccefs and victory attended their arms;
but, for brevity’s fake, thall leave them to
your own recollection.

God has alfo manifefted his marvelloss
loving kandnefs to us, in defeating the treafon-
able confpiracies of difguifed enemies among
ourfelves, by timely difcoveries. One inftance
of this kind is fo memorable, thatit will never
be forgotten. I mean the bringing to light
the treachery of one, who had the honeur
of a diftinguithed rank in our army, when
he had concerted a plan for giving up a moft
important fortrefs, on the North River, iato
the hands of the enemy, whereby the commus
nication between the northern and fouthern
ftates would have been in a great meafure
cut off. This infernal plot was happily dif-
covered, when it was juft ripe for execution ;
‘whereby the extenfive mifchief intended was
prevented, and the treafonable author accord-
-ing to his deferts, doomed to everlafting
infamy. In this inftance, was remarkably
S | yerified

My
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werified what Eliphaz fays of the Almighty ;
He difappointeth the devices of the crafty, fo

that thew bands cannot perform their enter-

prize~and the camﬁ’i qf ﬁ:)e Jfroward is car-
r26d headlong.

Let me fufther add, that thereis, I believe,
fcarcely any perfon, who has attended to the
footfteps of divine providence, in the vicifli-
tudes of the late war, but muft have ebferved,
that we were fometimes difappointed, when
we fuppofed we had a fair profpeé of fuccels;
and on the other hand, were often {ucceeded,
when our affairs wore {uch a dark and gloomy
afpe@,as rendered {uccefs exceedingly doubttul.
In {uch difpenfations, f{o contrary to human
views and conjeures, it was doubtlels the
defign of Heaven, o lead us to the acknow-
ledgement of a power fupcrior to ourfelves,
and difpofe us to eye the hand of One above,
who governs all things here below.

It is worthy of particalar obfervation, and
ought always to be remembered with thank(-
giving, that the fuccefles of our enemies, by
the previdence of God, werein feveral in-
{tances, wonderfully over-ruled for our advan-
tage.- We have often found, by experience,
that what we judged unfavourableevents, were:
only bleflings in difguife ; being preparatory
ﬂeps to fome great events in our favour. - The
vn.:.ones of our enemies, often brouoht them

v

them,
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them, and prepared the way for their defeat.
When they~drove our little army before them
through the ftate of New-Jerfey, and obliged
our noble general to crofs the Delaware, in
order to avoid falling into their hands, they

feemed to think they had nearly compleate&
the conqucf’r of the country, and fhould meet
with very little if any.more refiftance. But
this faccefs only ferved to lull them into fecu-
rity, and to encourage them to {catter and
divide into parties, for the maintainance of
diftant pofts, and fo made way for the battles
of Trenton and Princeton, in both which we
were vitorious, and which feon fhifted the
fcene of our affairs, and brxghtened our
profpe@s. General Burgoyne’s fuccefs, in the
reduction of Tyconderoga, was allo in it's
eonfequence moft unfortunate for them, and

happy tor us. Elated with this victory, fluthed
with confidence of further fuccefs, and, In

imagination, arraying bunfelf (to ule a fcrlp—
“ture metaphor) witn the country, as with a

garment, this ill-fated general imprudently
pufhed forward, until ke found himfelf fo

enfnared,. that he was obliged to furrender
himfelf with his whole army, to the brave
frecmen of America. Such inftances of our
‘enemies being infnared by their own viétories,
fhould lead us to adore the providence of God,
whofe way 1sin the fea, whefe path s i the

mughty waters, and whafe- foo tfecps. are wot
[ W

The
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' The capture of general Burgoyne, with hig
army, as it was effeted without the aid of
any human ally, was a moft glorious event tc
America, and was {oon attended with very
important confequences. It raifed thefe ftates
tp an honourable and refpectable confideration
among the powers of Burope; and was that
which induced the French nation openly to
efpoufe our caufe, and unite themfelves with
us ina friendly alliance. This prefents to
view another inftance of the great goodnefs
of God to us, for which we ought to celébrate
his praifes, this day, viz. his raifing up for us
an ally, in one of the firft European powers.
France, no doubt, was influenced by views
of policy and interett to patronize our caufe,
and afford us aid. But this is perfectly con-
filtent with believing the interpofing agency
of providence, in the cafe. For how came
France to view- it as for her intereft to form
analliance with us, and make the independence
‘of America an obje&t of her moft determined
purfuit ! To fay nothing of immediate im-
preflions ; was not this owing, in a great
degree, to a certain concurrence of contingen-
‘gies, circumftances and events? And was not

this concurrence of influential caufes ordered

by God? This will not be denied by any
one, who believes that the world, and the

-affairs of it, are under the government o
divine providence, -

Lat
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Let me add, thatas it would be ingratitude

to God, to deny his interpofition in bringing
ahout an alliance, from which we received
the moft important affiftances; fo it would
be great bafenefs-and difingenuity towards our
allies, to deny their generofity in aflording us
aid, merely becaufe they faw and felt them-
{elves interefted in the event of the war, n
which we were engaged. For let any nation
be deprived of all fenfe of intereft, of all re-
gard to their own welfare, and they "will at
once become incapable of the impreflions of
friendfhip and generofity, and of being moved
to a&tion by any inducements proper to influ
ence rational beings, 1f we fuppofe that where
the principle of felf-love has any influence,
there can be no generofity, we muft alfo fup-
pofe that there never was and never will be any
acnerofity in the world ; it being impofibleto
mention any aftion, that a2 man can be excited
to perform by any motives that can be lid-
before him, if he is void of love to himfelf.
That man is friendly, is kind and generous,
who affords us aid in time of need, and does
thofe things for our relicfand fupport, which
we cannot claim as our juft due, although he
{hould not be influenced folely by a concern
for our welfare, but a regard to his own
felicity, either in this world, or that to come,
or both, fhould be the main ingredient in the
motive of his beneficent adtions.
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- T wounld further obferve, thit as our glies
-deferve an honourable remembrance, for their
~generaus interpofition in {upport of our rights
~againft the violent attacks of Britain; fo cur
.own patriotic army, who have done wvaliantly
for their country, and all thofe, who have per-
{onally jeoparded their lives, and in the face
~ rof every danger, bravely exerted themfelves,
10 defence of our common rightsand liberties,
-are intitled to particular horourable regards,
- And f{uch they will doublefs receive, if our
~virtue and patriotifm.can keep the alcendency
.of our avarice. Butleaving this matter to yout
ewr ingenuous feelings ; |

Let me now lead you to the fouthward, and

_give you a view of fome of the wonderfal ap-
_pearances of providence for America, in. that
quarter ; particularly in the year 1781, which
terminated glorioufly for us, and fo much to
the difappointment of our enemies, that from
“that time they {eemed to give up the thotghts
“of conqueft, and to be difpofcd for peace.

At the opetiing of the campaign, in the laft
mentioned year, our affairs were .involved in
gloominefsand darknefs,and appearances were
exceedingly unfavourable. Having captured
our army, under our worthy General Lincoln,
and overcome all refiftance, our enemies were
in fall pofleflion of Georgia and South Caro-
lina. After ereting forts and gasrifons, i
thofe ftates, and leaving a fufficient force, as

they
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thiey fuppofed, to fecure what they had gained,

Lord Cornwallis, with his victorious army,
moved northward, in order to join a body of
troops, fent from New-York to Virginia ; by
which junéion they hoped to fubdue the laft
mentioned large and wealthy ftate, and bring
all the fouth into {ubmiffion to the Britifh king.
This junction Cornwailis effected, after forcing
nis way through North-Carolina, where, tho’
he met with {ome check from etir forces un-
der the heroic general Greene, yct it did not
prevent his obtaining tlic objedt in view, At
that time our force in Virginia under the
Maiquis Fayette; wds by no means fufficient
to face the enemy under Cornwallis, And we
had rcafon to tremble for the fate of general
Greene, who marched with his little army into
South-Carolina, wherey furrounded with ene-
mics, ftrengly pofted and garrifoned, as well
as {uperior to him in numbers, he could not
expe@ any afiitance or fucceurs from the
northward, by rcafon of the. diftance and.
other circumftances. We were alfo uvnder
great embarrafnients, by the failure of our
medium of trade,and the lofs of public credit,
which rendred it extremely difficult, to make
thofe: exerticns which fuch an alarming crifis
required. But under thefe difcouraging cir-
cumltances and gloomy profpetts, Heaven in-
terpofed, and moft marvelloufly defeated our
enemics,and fruftrated their raifed expectations.
Their {uccefles once more turned to their dif-

advantage ; and once more they were enfnaréd
1) by
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by the work’ of their own hands. The Lord
God of helts glorioufly difplayed his power,
in {upporting our afmy under general Greene,
in many levere and bloody battles, aud giving
them fuch fucecfs, that il they {oon wrefled from
the enemy the two fouthermoﬂ fates, excepting
two towns, near thefea ; wierebya remarkable
change in our affairs was produced, in that
Guarter, and our hopes of further fuccels
greatly cncouraged.  But the moft important
and memorable event of the year, was that
which clofed the campaign ; 1 mean, the fur-
render of Cornwallis and his army, in Vir-
ginia, to theunited forces of America and her
allies, under the command of the renowned
and magnanimous general Wathington, as
great and excellent a charadler as adorns the
prefent age, orcan be foand among the moft
celebrated heroes ofannqmty This olorious
eventproved very decifive, init’s confequences
as it cffe@ually difcouraged our cnemics from
profccuting their plans of conqueft, and pre-
pared the way for a peace, in which they have
allowed us the undifputed pofleffion of fove-
rciﬂnty and independence.

There was 10 cvent during the war, o
which the hand of providence was more vifibly
concerned, than in this. It was brought about
under a remarkable coincidence of favorable
circumftances.  Our enemies were permitted,
to break through all oppofition, till they put
themfelves into the {ytwation, which occaﬁlorled

tiCIF
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their final overthrow. The plan for attackisg
them, in Virginia, was, to admiration, kept a
profound fu,u,t ill it was ripe for cxecution ;
hough it muft have bcen concerted many
mouths before, and muft have been known
to Count de Rochambeau, the general of the
forces of our allies, to ount de Grafle, the
admiral of their fleet, and doubtlefs to many
gthers, befides our worthy commauder in chief.
By this fecrecy, and fome movements that
feemed to indicate different intentions, our
enemies were entirely deceived, as to the obje&
in view, until it was too late to-interrupt our
purfuit of it. Winds, {eas and {calons, and al
other circumiflances and incidents, marvelloufly
confpired to form a jund&ion between the fleet
of our allies and our land forces, at the time
appointed. A moft perfeét harmony fubfifted
in the allicd army, and gave firengthand vigor -
to their united operations. To every one,
who confiders thefe things, the wonderful
interpofition of divine providence, in the cap-
ture of Cornwailts, mult appear plain and ob-
vious. Irreligionitfclf can fcarccly deny, that
we owe a tribute of praife to the fupreme
Governor, for this great and glorious event.

I'might mention many other inftances of
God'sgracious appearance for us, inthe courfe
of the latc war, from the firft rife, through
all the ftages, viciflitudes and hazzardous
progrefs of it, to it’s happy conclufion ; but

bemg confined to the limits of a fermon, and
inftance
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inflances of this kind being very numerous,
Iam obliged to pafs by many particulars.
What has been faid, is enough to awa"cn
our gratitude to Lhcfuprcme( 1fpafcr of events,
if there be a fpark of ingenuity in our breails.

In the furnace of afli®ion, we have been
exercifed with fevere and fiery trials, Bug
our greatelt troubles were, in fome meafuie,
“alleviated by a certain intermixture of o,
The darkeflt and moft melancholy fcencs "l
which we were involved, had fome rays
divine goodnefs, fhining through them, Whnﬂ
ferved to cheer ang fupnort our {pirits, and
nourifh the pleafing hope of an happy tfue.
And frequenily ligliarofe {uddeniy onr of
obfeurity, and thone with flich a bright luftre,
as gave us the moft animating and fatrering
profpefts.  But then apain our Pf{}fpm.tb
would be darkned by the oceurrence of fome
forrowful eveat; by fome difappointment or
misfortune, by fome fuccels or-victory of our
enemies. Though fuch unfavourable events,
were only temporary evils, and in many in-
{tances (as has been fhewn) ferved to prepare
the way for fome great good, and werc in the
¢ud over-ruled for our advamage, yet they
wete very grevious and diftrefling, for a while.
Amidft an alternate fucceffion of good and
evil, of fuccefs and difappointment, our minds
could not but labour, in anxious fuiprnce
about the final event of things. - Our fituation
as calanmous,, our troubles were great; and

QuE
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our difficulties fometimes feemed almoft infur:-
mountable. We knew that our all, in this
world, wus at flake, and that the effeds of
our confli®, would be felt, not by ourfelves
only, but by our pofterity, to the lateft gene-
raton.  We could not therefore be uncon-
cerned, while the book of futurity was fealed,
and the iffue of things lay hid in uncertainty.

But this year has fcattered all clouds of
doubt, and freed our minds from the pains of
anxious {ufpcnce. 1 congratulate you, my
friends, on the rgturn of the bleflings of
neace. Itis impoflible to exprefs the effufions
of gladnefs, which 1 felt, upon the firft certain
intellicence we reccived, of a ceffation of
hoftiiitics, and of the fettled preliminaries of
a peace, as much for the honour and glory
of America, as the moft fanguine patriot could
expect. The brealt of every true friend to
his country expanded with joy, on the occa-
fion, and reccived the glad tidings with the
moft cordial welcome. Glory be to God i
the highefl, who has been plealed to difpofe
the belligercnt powers to fheath the devouring
{word, -and put a ftop to the effufion of hu-
man blood.  Glory be to God wn the bighefl,
who has induced our enemies to acknowledge
us as aft' independent nation, and to'allow us
the peaceable enjoyment of all the rights of
human nature, together with the undifputed
pofleflion of ‘as large an extent of territory, -
as our moft raifed cxge&qti,ohg ever flattered

, s
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us with the profpe® of. Though we have
not yet received official intelligence of the
completion of. the definitive treaty, yet we.
have had fuch authentic information of it
as puts it paft all doubt.  Wemay now there-
fore put off the harnefs with joy and trismph;
our, peace and liberty, being eftablifhed, upon
a bafis, as we truft, fure and permanent ; and
apply ourfelves, without danger, to the caold-
vation of the mild and gentle arts of domeftic
comfort, profperity and happinefs. Eachone
‘may now retire under bis own vine and fig-
sree, and bave none fo makg him afraid.

. A new and flattering {cene has opened up-
on us ; but I cannot help fometimes looking
beyond the {cene as it refpe us, under a per-
fuafion that God may have defigned the be-
nefit of other ftates and kingdoms, by the great
revolution which he has brought about in
America. Forbefidesthat by this means there
is an afylum provided, to which the opprefled
and diftrefled of the human race in all quarters
of the globe, may repair and be fafe ;. this
event will probably greatly affe@ the politics
of Europe, and be attended with important
confequences on the other fide of the Atlan.
tic. Animated by the brave example of Ame-
rica, Ireland has already been roufed to affert
her liberties, and contend for her rights ; nor
has fhe been unfuccefsful, having gained fome
points, which may encourage her to hope, that

fhe fhall eventually be able to tear from heg
| | | necl;,
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aeck, that yoke of Britith oppreflion, with
which fhe has long been galled. Nor is it
unlikely, that this American revolution may
produce great changes in Britain, and other
parts of Europe ; and prepare the way for
fuch altcrations in their {yftem of politics, as
thall be friendly to the liberties of mankind,

and ferve to corfine the power of arbitrary
princes and potentates within narrower bounds.

The noble fentiments of liberty which have
been difplayed in the refolutions of Congrefs,
- and of the feveral affemblies of thele ftates; and
the heroic exertions which we have made in
the caufe of freedom, have attraced the atten-
tion and excited the admiration of Europe.
The friends of freedom and lovers of human
kind there, have been warmed by that facred |
flame of liberty, which Britith tyranny ficlt
inkindled here. Nor is it improbable that,
under the influence of more inlarged and ex--
tended vicws of the eflential rights of human
nature, they may be fpirited to do all that in
them lies, to weaken the power of defpotifm,

and promote the revival of dying and decay-
ing liberty. ..

““The wife more wifdom from the wife acquire,
“ As one brave hero fans another’s fire,”

Should the principles, upon which we have
erefted ourleives into an independent nation,
in confequence of our fuccefs, be adopted by

other
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sther countries, tyranny would fall befoie
them; the kingdom of fatan and of anti-
chrift would receive a terrible thock ; and we

fhould have the fatisfa&ion of reflecting, that
 the beneficial effects of our noble exertions,
were not confined to ourfelves, but extended
~ to others, with whom we had no irmediate

concern, and made way for the happinefs and
profperity of millions, who never faw ror will
{ee thelz weltern regions,  But to return from
this digreflion, if it be one:

We have great reafon to be thankful, thas
we have lived to fee an happy period to that
diftrefling war, which has been the means of
configning {o many of our brave countrymen
to the filent manfions of the dead. While
we regret the lofs of thofe of our brethren,
friends and fellow-citizens, who have nobly
{hed their blood, in the late conteft ; and drop
a {ympathetic tear with the near relatives,
whofe feelings are moft {enfibly touched ; let
us rejorce wn the Lord, who was pleafed to
preferve our lives through thofe fcenes of for-
row and danger, and who has given us an op-
portunity of celebrating the day of America’s
dcliverance and emancipation.

Let me jult obferve, as an additional motive
of gratitude, that God has been pleafed this
year to open to us the rich treafures of his
bounty, and to give us plenty as wellas peace;

sauling the carth to yicld her increz’e in
abundance,
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adufnidance, and rewarding the labours of the
hufbandman with an, affluent harvelt. We
muft be infenfible, if the beftowment of the
bleflings of peace and plenty at once, befides,
innumerable other mercics and comforts, both

focial and private, does not excite our gantude |
to the Author of all good.

Let us often contemplate the goodnefs of
God, and with thankfu] hearts celebrate his
marvellous loving kindnefs towards uss  That
we may feel a conftant flow of ardent, cordial
praife to the great Author of all our mercies,
let us keep thofe great things which be bhas
done jor us, whereby he hath filled our hearts
with joy and gladnefls, in perpetual remems-
brance. Let us not content ourfelves with
the thankfgivings of a day, but endeavour
to live to the glory of that God, who has
fhowered down fo niany bleflings upon us,
and wrought {o great falvation for us; that we
may not become liable to the cenfure, which
the plalmift applies to the -1fraelites of old;
when he fays, They fang bis prayje ; they ﬁ:on
forgat bis works.  That length of time nmay
not obliterate the memory of God’s goodnefs
_tous, let us frequently meditate upon it ; often
call to mind the wonders of his lové, which
we have experienced; and endeavour to kecp
up a lively fenfe of the obligations we are

under, of gratitude and obedience.

E My
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My brethren, by the diftinguithing goodnefs
of providence, we are favoured with the means
of becoming as happy a people, as ever lived.
Should we be otherwile, it muft be owing to
our negle& or abufe of thefe means, When
~ we confider that the confufions, cenvulfions

- and horrors of war are come to a_period, and
that our enemices, relinquifhing their claims of
authority and jurifdition over us, have ac-
knowledged us, as a fovereign and independent
people, and left us in the unmolefted enjoy-
ment of all our rights ; when we confider that
we are free from the tyranny and defpotifm
of foreign powers, and at peace with all the
world : when we confider that we are in pol-
feflion of a large country, well watered, con-
“ fifking of a rich and fertile {oil, and capable
by proper cultivation of affording full fup-
plies of the ncceflaries, comforts and delights
ot life, and that our extenfive {fea coaftsabound
with.good ports and commodious harbours for
‘{hipping, and fo open to us-a door for all the
advantages of commerce with other parts of
the world : when we confider the great profits,
that might arife from our fifhery (as fettled by
treaty) from navigation, and a free trade with
all nations, (fhould thefe objects be properly
attended to) as well as from agriculture, and
the {uitable improvement of our lands: when
we confider, that by the confederation of thefe
{tates, and by the f{everal diftin& conftitutions
of government, that have been formed by dif-

ferent branches of the union, all poflible l;:arf.:
| " nas
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has beep taken to guard aaamﬂ the encroach-
ments of arbitrary power, and that the beft
provifion, which human wildom can invent,
has becn made fer our {ccure and peaceablc
enjoyment of our lives and property, with as
great degrees of liberty, civil and religious, as
can confift with a focial ftate : when we con-
{ider, that though we are burdended with an
heavy debt, unavoidably contraced during the
late war, for the defence of the country, yet
our means and refources are tully adcquate to
the difcharge of it : when we confider the ad-
vantages we enjoy for gaining a competent
knowledge of every branch of human litera-
ture, together with our religious privileges and
opportunities, under the enjoyment of God’s
word and ordinances, and a preached gofpel :
when we confider thefe things, and attend to
our advantages and favourable circumftances, -
in thefe refpedts, what appears to hinder us
from becoming a great and happy people, if
it be not our own fault? Religion and virtue

will raife and exalt us ; vice only can f{ink and
deprels us.

We have manifefted a laudable zeal, in the
caufe of civil liberty. We have relifted even
to blood the power of alpiring ambition and
defpotifm, We have obtained a glorious con-
-quelt over our temporal enemics, and our hearts
are filled with joy and exulrauon, on the occa-
fion, But ftill we fhall be ftrangers to true

happinefs, if we are fervants of fin, and flaves
(>
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to our own lufts. Would we be happy, we
muft exert ourfelves to fubdue each irregular
appetite and pa{lion,to difengage ourfelves from
the enflaving power of cvery vicious habit,and
to acquire that glorious internal Lberty of the
Jons of God, which will make us free indeed.
This internal liberty, as it is neceffary to prepare -
and-qualify us for heavenly glory and felicity,
fo it is neceflary to make us capable of true
enjoyment on earth.  Without it we fhall be
flaves, in the worlt fenfe, how much f{oever
we may hate the name, and whatever out-.
ward liberty we may be in poflefflion of.
AVe fhall have within u‘_s all the feeds of mi-
{ery, {o long as we are deflitute of this liberty.
And if, under the condu® of the great captain
of our ﬁz!um‘zw we will but ftruggle dnd
eontend for this liberty, with the fame zeal
and ardor, which we¢ have exercifed in the
caufe of outward liberty, we have no reafon
to doubt of fuccefs. For greater is be that
es with us, than he that is in the world.

Fe

In the view of every {erious and {ober per-
fon, nothing tends {5 much to darken our pre-
fentagreeablc profpeds, as the prevalence of
vice and wiwednefs, and that licentioufnefs
both In principle and praéice, which, by means
- of the late war, has been introduced among us.

If we fuffer thofe lufts and paffions, from
whence come wars, diforders, tumults, to reign
over us, and maintain a fovereign {way within
us ;- i\ we {uffer an avaritious felfifh {pirit to
! ' fwallow
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:
§wallow up our patriotifm, and devonr our
public virtue; if we give way to a turbulent.
faious temper, whenever public meafures do
not exadily {uit our private views, fcparate inte-
- refts or particular humors ; if we fet ourfclves
up in oppofition to government and lawful
authority, and, from an unreafonable jealoufy
of thofe, who are placed at the head of our
national and political affairs, not by the orders
or appointment of a foreign court, but by the
{uffrages of our own countrymen, endeavour
to deprive them of all power to do us good,
left they fhould have it in their power to do
us harm; if, without f{cruple or apparent re-:
morfe, we burit the bands of moral obligation,
and trample the laws of juftice and equity
underfoot; if, envious, malcvolent and revenge-
ful, we put ourfelves into a ftate of private
heftility with one another, and endeavour te
promote flrife and vexatious difcord among
‘our brethren and fellow-citizens ; if we aban-
don ourfelves to indolence and luxury,intem-
perance, riot and profanenefs, and live in the
neglet of God and religion ; if fuch be our
temper and condud, in vain fhall we look for
happinefs, although we are in pofleflion of all
the materials of it; for in this cafe, internal
divifions and domeflic jars, will prevent public
profperity, and introduce fuch troubles, as will
imbitterall the enjoymentsand comfortsof life, .
But if we act a wifer and better part;; if we
keep our irregular paflions under reftraint,
and, fupprefling the motions of pride, envy
, | and
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and felfifhnefs, cultivate a meek, quiet and
benevolent temper ; if we pay a facred regard
to the rules of juftice, and endeavour to ful-
fill all moral obligation ; if we are careful to
maintain our national honour and public cre-
dit, by the difcharge of all our facred engage-
ments, .and by giving energy to that gevcrn-
ment, which we ourfelves have eftablithed :
if, by our example and influence we do, what
in us lies, to promote harmony, love and
friendfhip, with truth . and righteoulnefs,
among all around us; if, avoiding the expen-
five, impoverifhing, debilitating vices of effe-
minacy, intemperance, idlesefs and luxury,
we apply ourfelves diligently to the virtues of
{fobriety, induftry, ceconomy and frugality ; in
fhort, if we fear God and keep his command-
ments, and endeavour to improve the bleflings
of his grace and providence to the purpofes
of his honour, and our own felicity ; if we
do thus, we may reafonably indulge the plealing
hopes of the continued {iiles of Heaven, for
raifing us to a ftill higher pitch of profperity
and glory, and expe& to receive fuch public
and private bleflings as fhall afford us as much
comfort and delight, as can pofiibly be en-
joyed, in fach 2 world as this.

Wherefore, my friends, if we loveour{elves;
if we love our country; if we with to fee this
land become the glory of all lands, and to
behold “thefe American ftates rifing into a
flourithing empire; if we hope for the perpe-

wiation
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petuation of the bleflings of peace and liberty,
to us and to our pofterity, and defire that the
prefent glorious day which beams upon us,
may never be overcalt with clouds, nor our
prefent bright profpects terminate in future
fcenes of woe ; let us abftain from all iniquity,
and endeavour to approve ourfelves to the
God of our falvation by a confcientious appli-
cation to duty, in all its various branches.
Then we may reft affured of his blefling, to
which, as we have been indebted for paft fal-

vation, fo we muft owe our fureft foundation
and belt profperity, for time to come.

May God give us wifdom to demean our-
{elves as we ought, in our prefent happy cir-
cumftances, and to make a fuitable improve-
ment of all the bleflings of his grace and pro-
vidence, that according to our wifhes, hopes
and defires, happinefs and profperity may
attend us, and be the portion of our defcen-
dents to the lateft generation. God grant

this, for his mercy’s fake, through Jefus Chrift,
our Lorde AMEN.
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