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EPHESIANS v cuap. 20th virse.

Giving thanks always for all things, urto Gop and the
Tather, in the name of our Lorp Jisus CHRIST.

IT is a circumftance truly grateful to every
benevolent mind, that our Rulers have not loft fight
of our obligations to the great Gob.

Tuis day, witnefles their acknowledgement of a
Divine Providence, and the obligations men are un-
der to be thankful for mercies recetved.

Wit the warmeft zeal, and the moft unfeigned.
fincerity, let us, my brethren, comply with the re-
commendation of our Chief Magiftraze, in devoting
this day to the great duties of pusLic THANKS.
GIVING anp. PRAYER. J

THE text, which we have read within your hearingff
will diret us, in this great and important bufinefs.

In difcourfing on which, we fhall
FirsT—Show what is implied in giving thanks te

&oD.

SECOND.
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Siconp—DPoint out a few things, for which we
are cipecially on this day, to give thanks,

Tuip p—Take notice of the mode mentioned in the
text, in which we are to reuder our thanks ta AL«

MIGHTY Gob. N
Fovr TH—~Clofe the {ubje&, with fome refleftions,
by way cf improvement.
1ft. It is implied in giving thanks to the great Gob,,
that we heartily acknowledge the favours which he
has been pleafed, to.beltow vpon us.

2d, That we acknowledge our entire unworthinefs
of the lealt mercy we have received at his hand.

2d. That we acknowledge our ablolute dependence
on Gob, for every good thing we do, or can enjoy. .

4th, That we unfeignedly praife .the great Gop,
vho hath beftowed {fo many favours on us, miferable

finncrs, | * .

sth, That we firmly refolve to.impzove all the good:
thmrrs which Gop hath beftowed on us, for his hon.
our and glory, and the good of his creatares.

- Trosk, and thofe only, who have thefe views and
feelings of heart, are truly thankful. They are mo«
deft—humble, and grateful-—and what is remarkable,
they are joyful in the midit of all the perplexing cares

of this delufive, this tranfitory world. They live not-
to themf{clves, but to him, from whom all their good,
things do conitantly flow.  They have placed.
their alteltions not on things on. the earth—but o
things above., They live not by fizht, but by faith

on the Sox of Gop.

Srconp—We are to point- out a few thmgs, for
which we ought to be thankful on thi day of public

prate and gr etxfu@t,
Wi fitail firft take notice of feveral things, enu-
eratvd o the Proclamation ;. and then fome othei
things
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things, which for fome reafon or other were oiiitted
to that Inftrument—which, on fuch an occafion as
this, ought to be imprefled on the minds of the people.

ift.. In the preamble of the Proclamation, ¢ our
exemption from foreign war,” is mentioncd as the

firft fubje&, that demands our attention, on this {o-
femn occafion.

WouLd to Gob, that it was {lriétly trae, that wé
are exempted from foreign war.

A pEoPLE can hardly be faid to be exempted from
foreign war, whofe trade has been conftantly harral-
fed by innumerable banditties of fea-robbers, as ours
has been, by the Britifh and Algerine pirates, for more
than twelve months paft. How many of the good
citizens of America—How many opulent merchants,
and feamen, have fallen a pray to thefe ungodly free-
booters 7—How many individuals, yea families, have
been by thefe means, brought inta the moft deplora~
ble circumitances ? Some in a flate of poverty—and
fome in a ftate of abfolute and everlafting flavery.—
‘Who, that has the foul of a man, can clear himfelf
from feeling for thefe fons of adverfity.

HowzveR, it might have been much worfe than 1t
is: For though we have fuffered much more, by
Britith perfidy, and Algerine malice the year paft,
than we ever fuffered ina fingle year in our open
warfare againft Britain ; yet we might have been in
circamitances much more deplorable than we at pre-
fent are ; and therefore we ought to be thankful
that our cafe is no more deplorable than it is,

Tus Indian War—the BriTisu and 4lgerine {poil-
ations, are evils, which America have never hereto-
fore felt, and ought not to be hidden from the eom-
mon eye—they ought to be generally known, for

they
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they muft and will be felt by every one who has tid
capacity of feeling.—Notwithftanding thefe things,
my hearcrs, we ohght moft devoutly, to praife the
Great Difpofer of all events, for that degree of peace
and tranquility we have enjoyed the year pdft.

2d. The next thing propofed in the Proclamation}
as an object of our gratitude, is the ¢ increafing proft
pe& ot the continuance of that exemption from a
foreign war’ of which we have jult been taking fio-
tice.

WeteTHeRr the author of the Proclamation had
his eye on the refent {ucceffes of the French Repub-
lic; or on fome flattering declarations made to Mr.
Jay, s uncertain.—~One thing however, may be de-
pended on as fa&, and thatis; that under Gop; our
peace and tranquility wholly depends on the fuccefs
of the French Republic. Had not this been great,
we thould before now have felt in Americasin a man-
ner we have heretofore not done, the vengeance of

Brit:fh tyranny.

ad. ¢ The great degree of internal tranquility we

have enjoyed,’” 1s a third thing we are called on to.

be thankful for, on this occalion.

Tutre is no favour we enjoy, but demands 2 tr=

bute of praife to the Great Author of all goodi—

Therefore, the beft degree of political good, peace
and tranquility, fhould not pafs nnnoticed by a grate-
ful people. And it muft be confefled; that wey as &
nation, have enjoyed fuch a degree of internal: peace,
as truly demands our gratitude. S

4th. We arecalled - on to be thankful for the
“ recent.-confirmaticn of that tranquility, (which we
have heretofore enjoyed) by the fuppreflion; of an in-

furreftion, which fo wantonly threatened it.”’
Taar
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 TuaT the Weftern Infurreion has been fubdued,
is matter of unfeigned gratitude ; natwithftanding
¢ we have to mourn the fhocking expence of this abo-
> mminable bufinefs. . Whether this infurreion owed its
rife to.exifting impolitic Laws, or to,an unreafopable
"~ and rcbellioﬁs {pirit, in thofe Weﬂe_rn parts of_ Penn-
. fylvania, has not been fo fully afcertained,as one could
4+ with ; however, peace and order are defirable, and
. we ought to be thankful for them.

-t r
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o étlil The next .thiﬁg We éfé cal_ie_d ol to be ihank-il
ful for,is  the happy courfe of our public affairs in
general,”

It is beyoud all doubt, that in {pite of all the machi.
nations, of all our internal and external enemies, we
have enjoyed fo great a degree of. peace, fuccefs and
tranquility, as.demands a tribute of praife and thanki-
giving to Gob, the Great Difpofer of all events.

~ 6th. In the next place, the Proc!amatio_n,mcﬁ,tidné
the ¢ unexampled profperity of all clafles of our ci-
. tizens,as circumfances which peculiarly mark our fi-
; tuation, with indications of divine beneficence towards
us,”’

- It muft be confefled, that the Americans, in gen-
. eral, bave of late, profpered in their worldly affairs,
.E beyond what is common for nations to do ; and that
t this profperity demands a tribute of gratitude to the
; Gréat Difpofer of all events. Notwithftinding this,
- ho min of fenfibility and benevolenice can pafs unnod
- tited; the wanton depredation of the propérty of ho-
- neft and ufeful merchants, by the lawlefs ga'nd of
Britith tyranny ; and the ftarving fituation of thofe,
whofe fixed ftipends have dwindled ifito {orry pittan-
ces by means of the Funding Sy/fem=—the Bank Notes-
and that furpluffage of cafh, which the war in Eurcpe
and America have caufed.

B AMONG



1o A SERMON.
b tatptemt. o

Anoxc many of our fellow-¢itizens, there is a great
appearance of wealth and worldly profperity~and
indeed, our circumftances dare much better than we
could reafonably exped,if we were impartially to view
the tnoral charaters ¢f men in this happy land.

Ix the body of the Proclamation, our beloved Pre.
fidenr, not content with having mentioned the above
a:icles, goes over fome of them again.  We will fol-
low Dim, that we may fee and teel our obligations to
be eraterul, for the manifold favours with which we
are indulged by the-great Gob.,

1ft. 'We are called on, this day, my brethren, to
“¢ yender our fincere and hearty thanks, to the Great
Ruler of Nations, for the manifold and fignal mercies
which diftinguith our lot as a nation ; particularly for
the poflethion of conflitutional Government, which unite,
and by their union, eftablifh Liberty with Order.”

Tur State Conflitutions, together With the Federal
Conflizution, are to this mation, great and inexpreflible
tavours, for which all Americans are bound to give
Gobptkanks, T'or-fuch has been the kindneéfs of Di-
vine Providence, to North-America, that no natios,
language. or tongue of people, have been equally fa-
vou red with good and wholefome Conftitutions of Ci-
vil Government—Only let thofe Conftitutions be pro-
perly maintained, and Liberty, Peace, Order and

Vealth, muft be their inevitable eonfequences. We
cannot thercfore appear before Gop, with a realizing
fenfe of his mercies, amd not be thankful for ourCon-
ftitutional Government.

2d. We are reminded, 1n the Proclamatton, of our
peace, both foreign aad domeftic, for which-we ought
to be thankful.

- W have already taken notice of that kind of peace,
Lot fereign and domelltic, which America énjoys—
and
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and have found, that notwithitanding it has been 1n-
terrupted in the molt indecent and wanton manner,
we are undeubtedly under facred obligations of grati-
tude to the great Gop, for that degree of it, which

we {hll enjoy.

- ad. The Prefident calls on us to render a tribute cf
praife and gratitude to the Great Difpofer of all e-
vents,  For the feafonable controul” which has been
given to a {pirit of diforder, ir the fuppreflion of the

Jate infurrection.”’

Tuis article has been taken notice of alreadv § but
as it 1s twice mentioned by the Prefident, 1t may not
be amifs, for us to {pend a moment or two, in prefling
it upon our minds. |

WHo can tell what would have been the confe.
quence, fhould this infurrcétion failed of a check in
the bud ? Had this been our unhappy cafe, it might
have proved more detrimental to us, than all the Bri-
tith fpoilations—than» the unjuil detention of the Wit
ern Pofts, and the Indian war in the bargant.

THE expences of this -affair are {o preat, and the
danger to the nation fo alarming, thatit is hoped that
the good people of the Union will be forever here-
after on their guard, againft unconttitutional oppotfi-
tion to exifting Laws—Iet thofe Laws be attended

with partial difadvantages or not.

3d. Weare urged to be thankful, ¢ generally for
the profperous courfe of our affairs, public and pri-
vate, and at the fame time, humbly and fervently to
befeech the kind author of thefe bleflings, gracioufly
to prolong them to us.”  Gratitude and praycr, gen-
erally fpeaking, accompany each other—There is,
therefore, the greateft propricty in our Chicf Magif-

trate’s calling on the inhabitants of this land, not only
to
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to be thankful for what we have received from th?
hand of Gob, but to implore the continuance of al
thofe favours we havc cnjoycd n days pa&. o

4th. Agam, we are to pray that Gop would ¢ im.

print on our hearts a deep and folemn fenfe of our
obligations to him,”'for the favotirs beftowed on us,

Nothing ‘can be more Gofpel-like, than this requeft ;

therefore nothing can be more our duty on lhlS folcmn
and mtcrcfhng occaﬁon

sth. We are mtreated to pray, that Gop would be
pleafed < to teach us tightly to eftimate the lmmenfe
va.luc of thc favours thch We now enjoy

WOULD we bc ranonally thankful for mercies be.
{towed on usy we muft learn their real value—with-
out an’éftimation of this kind, e fhall be expofed to

the moft ﬂlamcful and dangcrous errors, mortals expe-
rience.

T moft ready way to accomplifh this important
bufinefs, is to compare onrfelves and our circumftan-
ccs, with thofe nations and defcriptions of people whofe
civiland religious circumftances are fo widely -different

from ours—Who ¢an ferioufly reflect on the difference -

hetween a people under thé galling yoke of civil and
ccclefiaftical Tyranny-<-and a people fully enjoying ail

the natural; civil and religious rights of man—without
fecling that the latter are under peculiar obhgatmns of.
aratitude, to the Great lepofcr of events —Itis good
for us, frequently to draw the’comparifon between
ourfelves'and the nations of the earth who are flaves,

that we may fee and be affe@ted with the fovereign
and diftin gmﬂnng blcfﬁngsHeavcn has bcﬁowed on thc’

Amm icans. ' '

6th. According to the Proclamation, we muft pray
thf : (:ou “Guld “ preferve ns from the arrogance of;

profpcnt} ;

o T L ]

ey - omy T
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profpcrlty and from ha?ardmg the advantages we
cnjoy, by delufive pulﬁuts |

ARROGA\ICE and delufion are evils we ought mofl
devoutly to deprecate. Profpentv is attended with
many unforefeen evils—and delufive purfuits with dan-
gers that lie in ambuh, ready to fcize on us in an un.
guarded hour——-the*efcre we are to look to him who
alone is able to guard us from thofe evils, at alI times.

~th. Wg are in the Proclamation, intreated to call
ol Gop, to * difpofe us to merit the continuance of:
his favéurs, by not abufing them—by our gratituae
for them, and by a correfpondcm condudt, as citizens
and as men.”

OUR good and beloved Prefident ufes the word
merit, In tIns paragraph, in fenfe quite different from
Chriftian Divines in general ; who feel, that man-

kind are ﬁnncrs, and of courfe haye never earned or.

merited any favour from the hand of the Almighty ;
who feel they have no right to-claim any good thing
from the hand of Gap, on the confideration that they

Ilatfc merited it.  From this view, the Chrlﬂian has
ground for gratitude, that the felf- righteous man can

meither fee nor feel.  The Proclamation therefore,

“can rationally mean noihing moré, by meriting thc
continuance of favours, than condu&mg ourfelves ag

citizens, and as men, in fuch a manner, 23 to promote;

the honcur of Gop, and the general goc:d of mankind,
’T'e do which, we depend on the djvine aid, as much,

as to do any thmg elfe. 'lhcrcﬁ)rc, there is the uf.

moft propriety in calling on Gon,.our Heavenly Fa-

ther, to difpofe us, as men, to perform all thofe things

Whlch are right, and acceptable in his fight.

Ouxr entire and abfolute dependence on Gap, is the

only rational ground of prayer ; The defign of which
Jis not to perfuade the Supreme Being to alter his pur-

pofes
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poies conecrning us ; but to prepare us for the re-
ception and conrinuation of unmerited and undeferved
favours :  The reception of fuch favours opens
the door for unfeigned gratitude to the Father of
Lights, from whom every good and perfect gift def-
cends.  Not wnto us—nat unto us, but unto thy great
and glorious name, O Gop ! be all the praife and
glory—is the language of an humble, praying, thank-
tul foul ; and fuch as we all, this day, thould reaiize
belore Gob, ~

8th. Mor Cover, We are called on, this day, to be-
fcech Gop, ¢ Lo render this country more and more,

A fafe and 1*10p1t10us afylum for the unfortunate of
other couniries.”

Tins {entiment breaths the moft difinterefted bene-
volence towards the unfortunate and wretched among
other nations, and is worthy to be preferved m letters
of gold : Yor i is a truth, which no man in the ex-
creife of reafon can deny—-—-that the great Gopo, in a
courfe of Divine Providence, has already rendered
this country a propitious afylum for the unfortunate
of other countries.  The opprefled of other nations,
may {ly hithcr, from the galling chains of civil and
ecclefiafticul t} ranny, and enjoy all the rights of man.
Here they may be furnifhed with all the neceflaries,
and many of the delicacies of life. Here they may
breath the air of fréedom, uncontaminated with the
‘breath of tyramny. Here thcy may enjoy themielves.
as free citizens of the world, and prepare themfelves
fora ftate of more fablime and exalted pleafures, than

. ]
time can 2fford. :
' |

4

It is moreover, devoutly to be wifhed that this
country might ¢ be repdered more and more, a fafe |
“and pz O"ull(}l]b afvlum for the unfortunate of other
cotntries.””  This will no doubt be accomplithed,

when we are freed from the baneful ihfluence of Bri-
tifh.
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tith politics, fpoliations and injuftice,  When the ex-
pence, havoc and bloodfhed of the Indian war fhall
ceafe. When virtue fhall prevail agaimit vice, and
fpread its falutary effeéts through all clafles of men.
When our good and wholefome laws {hall be main-
tained with more visour, than at prefent they are.
When the Great Governour of all things fhall rouic
up {everal more nations to commence our friends and

allies, to prote&® us from the rage of the combined
defpots of the earth.

. For thefc things, ‘therefore, we ought moft fer-

vently to pray ; for they are given to men in anfwer
to humble prayer.

oth. We arc called on to pray Gop ¢ to extend
among us true and ufeful knowledge.”” It is for the
interelt of monarchical and ariffocratical governments,
to keep the great body of the people in the moft pro-
found ignorance, efpecially as to political matters :
But in a republican government, 1t is directly other-
wife.

TyraNNyY has always been {fupported by ignorance
in the great mafs of the people, and ufurped power in
their rulers. While Liberty is fupported by know-
ledge and virtue among the people, thefe check the
lawlefs ftrides of delegated power, and preferve the
people from flavery and wretchednefs. Therefore,
as our Government is of a Democratical, or Repub-
lican kind, we cannot even hope to preferve it from
deftruction,without diffufing true andufeful knowledge
among the people 1n genera] ; and as all events are
in the hand, and at the difpofal of the great JrxovaH,
it becomes s on this occafion, to plead with him, to
fucceed and blefs all the means of Literature, from
the leaft to the greatelt ; and that ufeful knowledge

through this, as well as all other nations, might fill the
earth, as the waters do the feas. '

1oth.
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toth. The Proclamation concludes with reconts
mending it to us, on this occafion, to plead WIthGOD,
¢ to diffuife and eftablifh habits of Sobriety, Order,
Morality and Piety ; and finally .to impart; all the
bleflings we poflefs or afk for ourfelves, to the whole
family of mankind.””

Traat habits of ﬁbrrety, order, mamlzty and piety,
are the fruits and effe@ts of the Divine influence, all
nauft allow ; and the propriety of praying to Gob,to
diffufe and eftablifh them, through the whole earth,
mult be apparent to every perfon of refletion. That
we thould love dur nughbour is ourfelves, and plead
with theé great JemovaH, to impart to the whole fa.
mily of mankind, the fame favours he has beftowed
on us, perfcétly 1ccords with the moft difinterefted be-
ﬁevolence, and is a duty incumbent on us, on this
great and important occafion.

Trus, my brethren, we have taken notice of all
thofe things mentioned in tthrocLumtmn, for which
we ought to be thankful—and for which we ought to

pray.

W will now ngtice fcvcml other things, ‘Wthh on
this occafion, ought not to be paffed over in filence -

1t We ought to be thankful for the glorious Gof-
el of our Lord and Saviour, Fesvs Crzrisy. How
this came to be negleted in  the Proclamation, is a
circumftante not only wonderful, but truly mortifying
to the fricnds of Chriftianity : For it is, without ex-
ception, the greateft favour ever beftowed on the chil,
dren of men ; and therefore, ont occafions like the
prefent, thould not be pafied over in filence.

Maxy have been the attempts of the éremtes of
Chrifttanity; to ovefthrow this glorious fyftem of re-
ligious knowledge ; but Gobp has overthrown dll the
artillery ot earth dnd hell, which has been pointed aJ
gainft it, and A‘anﬁ:qucntly is worthy of a tribute of

praife, for this unmerited goodnefs.

-

3d+
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3d. We ought to be thankful for that general ftate
6f health, which has been realized the year paft in
this country ¢ Gop has fpared from the all-powertul
influence of difeafes, our great ahd beloved PrEsIDENT,
the Chief Magiftrate of America, together with ma-
ny other influencial charadters, as well as the people
in general 3 for which we cught to be thankful : Yea,
fuch has been the overflowing goodnefs of Almighty
Gob to North-America, the year pait, that no epidem-
ical difeafes have prevailed through our villages, towns
and cities. . |
+ 4d; We onght to be thankful for that fpirit of fo-
ber and deliberate friendfhip to the rights of mankind,
whicli ha$ prevailed throughout the United States;

ihc Yf:dl‘ paﬁf

Persons of this characer have made their appear=
ance in villages, towns, cities, General Aflemblies,
and what is of very great importance; in Congrefs—:
So that it is exceedingly evident, that the fpirit of true
Americans is not fled, or left us in thefe days of car-
ruptions

Tue Liberty of the Pref+—the privilege oz fpeaking,
writing and publithing our fentiments on religion and
politics, are ¢ircumftances of too much importance to

a free people, to be pafled over, on fuch an occafion
as this, without a tribute of praife to the great Gon.

AND here I fhould injure fngr own feelings, as well
as the feelings of many of my fellow-citizens, were I
to pafsin filence, fthat noble exertion in favour of Li.
berty, which has been made by the feveral democratic
affaciations, or Schools of political knowledge, which have
been ¢reated for the exprefs purpofe of inveftigating
the nature of a Republican Government, and publithing
their {fentiments to their fellow-men.

Poweg, honour, popularity, and even Hell itf=lf,
have been ranfacked in vain, for language and malice
to blaft thefe affociations. But they ftand on theun-
- C fhaken
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f‘mkcn g1ound of the State and Federal Conﬂltutlom,
and cannot fall, unlefs the Conflitutions. themfelves
fall—which will never-take place, till the all-grafping
arm of Tyranny, fhall banifh Libesty from thefe hap-

py chimes.

However, thefe, as well as all otlier aflociations
of men, thould feel themfelves under the ¢ontroul -of
Law and Reafon : So far as this has been the cafe,
they-have anfwered moft -exeellent purpofes in Ame.
rica, in the time of the late war, and fince : InFrance,
the 'prefcht Liberty of that great and mighty Repub.
lic, is greatly owing to. affociations of this kind ; and
that they have done harm i the Wc_&crn part of

umfylv{nm, Is a matter by no means chent—-Wxt-
nels the dputes in Congrefs,

Trasrerore all the true Sons of Liberty, will bc
naturally led, to fay unto all the Democratic -Societies,
both inFrance and America, HeArzs 8 Fravernirr !

—-4th, We ought on this occafion, teltout: forth the
praifes of the Gop of Armies ! who hath fucceeded:
our great and mdgnanimous Allies the FRENCH. NA-
TION, in their dcfence of the Rights of Man, againit
the odious band of -the combined defpots in Europe.
Surcly he hath fouqht their battlgs, and ﬁlcccf:ded}
their cnterprizes. . Their fuccefs, in 2 {enfe is our S—-;
Zheir Rights and Liberties being once fecured, | our’s,
of courfe, muft be i the fame fititation ¢ For noth;m |
can be more evident, than that thic enemies to Libéert ty
in Furope, arc enemies to Liberty in Amcrlca. I?ad
the European combinations againft the Rights of Muln,
fucceeded in their attempts to rednce France'to thelr
aficient {tate of oppreflion and Vafﬁl]age-—t]’lmr impl-‘
olts 2nd veftlefs “fpivits would have never been qmct,
wiile a ray of Liberty beamed in this riew woild. "~

THE fight of a nation of freemen ; their fupermr.
h'Lpplm.ﬁ, plendor and glory, would be to thém, like
a faithful confcience to a vicious man.” Tt woiild paint
their tyrannical charaers, in their true, but blackeft

colours ;
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coloyrs ; it would fill their hardened fouls with {enfa-
tions too painful for even Tyrants and blood-thirfty
mortals to endure.: ' -

No event in the courfe of Divine Providence, ex-
cept the enjoyment of the Gofpel, can be eftimated
more highly,or rationally demand more gratitude from
an American, than the late fuccefs of the French na-
tion. - ' |

_Tuis being the cale, we are aftonithed that our
oreat and Beloved Prefident—that Sun of Liberty—
the beams of whofe slorious chara&er, have reached
the molt diftant nations on earth, {hould pafs it over,
in filence, 10 an-inftrument like the - Proclamation for
2 National Thank{giving.

How can we, my brethren, forget the kindnefs and
generofity of the French nation to us, when Great-
Britain was exerting every nerve, to deftroy our trea-
fure ; {pil cur choiceft blood, and reduce this, now
happy land of Liberty to a {tate of the moft abjeét {ia-
very.—Did they not fly to ayms—Did they not open
their treafures, and adminifter to our wants in that
critical ‘period ?
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Anp fhall not we feel for this fame nation, who, from
a fight of Liberty in Amcrica, have.been led to feck
the fame blefling for themfelves? Gop forbid !
Let us be thankful for their fuccefies, and pray to AL-
MicHTY Gop, that they may be continned, until Ci-
vil and Ecclefiaftical "Fyranny fhali be bound in the
chains of Juftice, and like the firft, the father of all
Tyrants, be confined, till a world of Slaves fhall be-
come a world of Freemen,

We will now mention feveral things for which we
otight, on this occafion, to pray, which have not been
enumerated 1n the Proclamation, |

1ft. We ought te pray that Gop would infpire our
rulers with wifdem and underftanding, to know and do
their duty ; that he would preferve them from a fpirit

of
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ride—felfifhnefs and domination, and make them
Eurﬁng fathers to this infant.nation.

2d. We ought to pray that Gop would pour. out

his holy and gracious fpirit, and revive real religion, in
this our day and generation : For the happinefs of
this land depends more upon this, than we may be.
aware. What would this nation be, fhould Gop

withhold his gracious fpirit from us ?

2d. That he would blefs the Minifters of the Gof
pel, and make them the happy inftruments of great
and univerfal good to mankind.

4th. That he wonld ratfe up and qualify men'to fill
the moft important ftations, both in Church and State,

which by death muft be foon vacated.

sth. That Liberty and Religion may foon fpread’
over the whole earth, and the world be filled mth the

knowledge and glory of the LorD.
Tuirp,  The third general hPad of this Difcourfe,

was to point out the mode in which we are this day to
offer thaunks to Almlﬂhty God ; and in which we are
to fupplicate the rlhmnf: of Gracc, for thofe things

which we need.

1ft. Our thanks for all things, muft be rendered to-
Gop and the Father, in the name of our Lord ¥zsvs
Crrrsr. The reafon of this is, becaufe every thing
beftowed on mankind, is the purchafc of the blood

of Fesys Carist.

2d. All our. requefts, for mercies of any kind,from
the hand of Gop, muft be likewife in the name of the
great Mediator. between Gop and Man,  The reafon
for this is, becaufe Fzsvs Curist, our Lowrb, ig the
only medium through which Gob can confiftently bef-
tow mercies on us, or we requeft favours at his hand
To leave CrrrsT thercfore out of the account, in fo
ynportant a matter, as a Nattonal Thmkfglvmg, muft

be

y
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be an unpardonable negle&; for he is our creator,
preferver, benefadtor and redeemer, and therefore we

are bound to do all in his name.

WE now pafs to make {fome improvement of this
{ubjedt. |

1{t. From what we have heard, we may learn, thas
the Divine Government is univerfal and perfeft—
otherwile there would be no propriety in our giving
thanks to Gop and the FaTHER, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Curisr, for all things. This circum-
ftance will adminifter great confolation to every good
man. It is not in the power of earth or hell to touch
or harm us, afide from the divine permiftion,

The beft interelt of the good man, is the obje& of
the Supreme Being’s affeétion, and will be incvitably
purfued to the clofe of all the great affairs of this
tranfitory world. 'The enemies of the good man, will
be dealt with according to their rewards——and will
receive the punithment they deferve. 'The gocd
man’s Gop will finally be glorified—~and the higheft
happinefs of the geuneral fyftem be fecured ; while all
the enemies of the general good, fhall be cloathed
with fhame and difgrace. O ! how glorious are the
profpeéts of thofe, who live in g ftate of friendfhip to
God and man !

2d. From what we have Heard, we may learn the
truly important chara&er of Jefus Chrift. -

For if we are to give thanks to Gop and the Fa-
THER in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, for all
things, then all our good things flow to us, through
the blood of Jefus Chrift ; and we are in a certain
fenfe, indebted to him for them all : To pafs Chrift
over, therefore, in giving thanks to Gop, or in fup-
plicating the Throne of his Grace, is an expreffion of
the greateft ingratitude ; and what we on fuch an occa-
fon as the prefent, fhould by no means do.

It
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Itisa fa&, my brethren, that in Chrift, we live,
move and have our being.

2d. From what has been faid, we may examine
ourfeives, whether we are traly th'm-..ful oI Dot.

Our Chief Magifirate has ealled on us to be thank-
ful to Gop for many things : Do not our confciences
join with him in this call ?—Does n ¢ the word of
(vod inforce this recommendation r—Yea, do no the
rcafon and nature of things all confpire to inforce this
gicat and important duty 7-——~We think they do :—
The quettion then is, are we really thankfu} ?

‘Wg have come up hither this day—we have pre.
fented ourfelves all before the Lord ; and has 1t not
been to offer a tribute of praife to the great Gop,
tor his many favours 7——Are we fincere or are we
not '—0 ! my hearers, fearch and {ce! For that God
with whom we have to do, cannot be deceived—and
will not be mocked.  Better had you not put on the
appcearance of gratitude, than to have put it on, if
vour hearts are not m this matter : For God hatesan
Iwpecntical heart.

.o us exclm'me, whether we feel ourfelves unwor-
thy of the lealt of il the mercies of God, or not.—
Whether we heartily feel our entire and abfolute de-
pendence on God ; or are filled with felf-important
and felt-fufficient views of mind.—Whether we are
difpoled to improve all the good things Ged has be-
itowed npon on us, to his honour and glory, or not.

te wedo not find thele things in ourfelves, have we
noL tLd a inoit prepofterons part this dd}, In pre-
tenaing to give thauks to the great God ?

*"t] l() ciole the fal ]L('} Let me p"‘l‘ﬁl&dﬂ
ven, to verform the ¢ dusies of this dav, on tue day
D% nted © tor them,

Vi us vive thanks to Gon and the Faraer for all
tre i e nume of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

Nothing
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NoTHING can be more amiable in a dependent ra-
tional being, than unfeigned gratitude to the Great

Fountain of all being and all good.

AcAIN, let us be perfuaded to pray for the conti-
nuation of thofe good things which we now enjoy :
Thefe are of a {piritual and temporal nature, and ought
to lie with weight on our minds : O ! let us not for-
get them, before God the Great Giver of every good
and perfet gift : But cry unto him night and day,
that he would be pleafed to fpare us from that deftruc-

tion we deferve.

LeT our hearts be expanded with the moft heaven-
ly benevolence ;—Let the highelt difplay of the glory
of Gon ; the greateft good of the nation—together
with the highelt happinefs of the whole family of
Apam, be the great objeét of our defires at theThrone

of Grace.

My Brethren——Remember, in your requells be-
fore Gob, the Chiet Magiftrate of thefe UnitedStates,
together with all other civil officers under him. For-
get not the Minifters of the Golpel;of all denemina-
tions—nor the Churches of his Grace—ner the oil-
powering of the fpirit of Gob, on all flefh—ezor our
French Allres.

ForGET not to cry for a world that lies in fin and
wickednefs ;—Oh ! plead with the Great Difpofer of
'~ all events, that all Civil and Ecclefiaftical Tyranny
may be deftroyed from the earth—that Satan’s king-
dom may be ruined, and Carist’s kingdom built up
on its ruins~that Gop’s antient people, the Jews,
might be brought to the knowledge of God—that the
heathen might be given to his Son, and the uttermoft
parts of the earth for Iris pofleflion—~that’every heart
might glow with love, and every tongue might fpeak
torth the praifes of the Moft High, from the rifing to

the fetting Sun ;—Which may God grant, for his dear
Son’s fake,

A M E N.



