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SER MO N, &bt

2 CorinTHIANS, Chap. 9. Verfe 15.

Thanks be to God, for his unfpeakable Giff.

H E N God made Man, he was gracioufly pleafed
to implant in his Breaft a Difpofition to many
uwfeful and amiable Virtues, the Praétice of which was
defigned to conftitute and promote, not only his own
Happinefs, but that of his Fellow-Creatures during their
Abode in this World. At the fame Time God faw it

fit to render Man a dependent Creature; he expofed him

to numberlefs Dangers and Diftrefles, which no Sagacity
of his own could forefee, no Power within himfelf could
repel, or defend him from; hence arofe the Neceflity of
mutual good Offices, and hence arofe the Reafonabienefs
of the fhining Virtue of Gratitude.

Into
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Into the Nature of this indifpenfible Duty I propofe
here to enquire; and then, to confider, for what parti-
cular Benefits we are in a more efpecial Manaer obliged to

be thankful.

Gratitude then 15 a warm and lively Emotion arifing
from a Senfe of fome Benefit received, or defigned to be
conferred upon us; I add the Word defigned, becaufe,
though the Benefit defigned thould happen never to reach
us, the Intention alone 1s as well entitled to our
Gratitude, as the aQlual Prefence of the Benefit.

There are fome Qualifications, however, neceflary to
entitle the Benefa&or to our full Gratitude; for 1t 1s not
every Thing, that feems a Favor, that can claim this Re-
turn from us. Falfe Friendthip may hold out many
alluring Offers to betray us, and what feemed a mighty
Kindnefs may, if accepted, lead us to inevitable Ruin.

We f(hould always take Care to examine well the Motive
of the Benefa&or, and if he is found pure and difin-
terefted, then may we deem him a true Benefaltor.

Hence it appears, that our unreferved Gratitude i1s firft
and always due to Almighty God.  This great Being
cannot be benefited by us, and of Courle whatever

Bleflings
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Bleflings he thinks fit to beftow upon us, muft ever flow
from his own free Will and Pleafure, they are unme-
rited, and by us can never be returned : By him we were
called into Exiftence ; by him we are {upported and
preferved in it; to him alone, in all our Diftrefles and
Difficulties we can reafonably look up for Comfort and
Affitance ; and thefe he will not fail to afford us, if
our Want of Faith in him, or other Sins do not ftand 1in
the Way, and intercept them. Every Moment of our Lives
muft convince us of the numberlefs Favours of God to us,
for all which, he requires nothing, but our Obedience to
his moft Holy Laws; and thofe Thanks, which he fo well
deferves, and which it 1s fo eafily in our Power to offer up
to him : To withhold thofe Thanks is not only the highell
Folly, but is alfo the moft offenfive Sin.

Ingratitude has been judged, at all Times, and among all
"People, the greateft Difgrace of human Nature; it has been
ever branded by the molt odious Appellations; and the Man,
who is capable of it, is held out as an Obje& of untverfal
Deteftation : It has appeared, mot as a fingle Sin, but a
Completion of all Sins; a total Corruption of our Na-
ture, and an entire Dereli@ion of every Virtue whatflo-
.eVer.

¢
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It has been thought ftrange, that this Sin, fo odious in
its Nature, and fo deftru&ive of the Good of Society, has
never been punithed by human Laws ; whilft others, of a

far lefs horrid Complexion, have been profcribed, and

followed by duc Punithment. The Rezfon probably may be,
that it is impoflible to the Penetration of human Judges to
difcern, and alcertain exallly the Meafure of this Crime.

Many Circumftances may aggravate, many may alle-
viate the Guilt of it. There is only one Being then in
the Univerfe, who is perfeltly competent to the Cogni-
zance of 1t, even God himfelf, who alone knows the
Motives and Springs of all our A&ions, and who alone.
is perfeflly acquainted with the Workings of the human
Hcart, to him therefore let us leave the Punithment of
Ingratitude, and apply our beft Indeavours to avoid the

Guilt of 1t.

Have we then rececived Bleflings from the Almighty,
them ¢
God forbid; fuch a Condu&t may indeed juftly provoke him
to hide his Face from us, and to leave us, helplefs as we

and (hall we be unmindful er unthankful for

are, to flruggle, vainly to ftruggle with the many Mife-
ries that continually furround us. What then are we to do
to conciliate the Favor of Almighty God, to prevail

upon
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upon him to continue the Bleflings, which he has already
vouchfafed to us, or to reflore thofe, which for our Sins,

he hath for a Time withdrawn from us? It s plain, that
for this Purpole, we fhould do all that is in our Power ;

but alas! our Power is very fmall and infignificant ; happy

for US,hOWCVCI',it 1s that God knows this, and will be ever ready
to acécpt our {incere Endeavours. Has God been merciful to
us, and fhall we withhold from him our moft humble and
unfeigned Thanks? God forbid; a ftrong and grateful
Senfe of his Favors is our moft bounden Duty. '

But there is alfo another Duty, which ought to accom-
O<1?
pany this Service of Hearts and Lips, and without
: e .
which, the former will appear a very poor and imperfect

Sacrifice. Has Guod then been fignally kind tous? Let us
imitate, as well as we may, the great Example. Has he
made us rejoice, when our Hearts were deprefled with

Sorrow ¢ Le¢t us caft an Eye of Pity, and haften to thc_f
the Relief of our fuff’ermg Brethren. Cold, and 1 ill pre--_

pared fcr Joy is that Heart, which pines under the Preflure
of Indigence, and whofe Fceli*ngs are engrofled by the
daily Care of providing a fcanty Maintenance ; let us, by
our feafonable Charity, expand the miferable Heart, and
make it capable of receiving and enjoying the Bleflings
which fwell our own Hearts. This, we may be fure,
will be a Sacrifice, belt pleafing to God, thar God, whofe

' ' Mercy
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Mercy is over all his Works; who 1s interefted in the
Happinefs of all his Creatures; but who, for the wifeft
Purpofes difpenfes the good Things of this World in
unequal Portions, to try the Virtue of {uffering Patience,
and give to Liberality the happy Opportunity of relieving
the Wretchednels, which he is pleafed to inflit on
many.

I come now to confider what thofe Bleflings are, for
which, we are more efpecially called upon, to give Thanks
to Almighty Ged. As we are Members of Society, the
moft important Bleflings, are thofe, no Doubt, in which the
Intereft of the whole Sccicty is concerned; and of thofe,
the firt and deareft 1s Religion, as it not only materially
influences our Happinels here, but all our Hopes of Hap-
pinefs in a better and more durable State hereafter.

Here our Hearts muit overflow with Gratitude, (the firft
Divine Principal I fet out with) when we refle&, that we
are indulged in the Profeffion of the pureff Religion in the
World ; a Religion, free from the wild Fears of Superftition,
and the narrcw and mean Schemes of Bigotry ; a Reli-
aion, without Spot or Blemifh like its great Author, fup-
ported only by Truth, and the Conviflion, which arifes
from the clofeft and moft candid Examination. What a
Bleffing (uch a Religion is, muft appear to any one, who

but



( 9 )

put a little refle@s, what Mifceries are the conflant At-
tendants on ‘Scepticifin and Infidelity ; this, I fay, I leave
to every Man’s impartial Judgment, and Experience.

The next Things dear to Men as reafonable Creatures, and
Members of Scciety, are, the fecure Enjoyment of what
are prized their moft valuable Pofleflions, their Liberties,
their Lives, and their Properties; here again we mulft lift
up our Hearts with Thanks to Almighty God, as we live
under a Government , which prete€ts all thofe invaluable
Rights, as far, as the Uncertainty and FluQuation of human
Aftairs can poflibly admit; a Conftitution of Civil Govern-
ment, whofe Benefits and Privileges no one can forfeirt,
cxcept by his own Demerits; unknown to any other
Country in the Annals of Hiftory, the Boaft of none, and
the Envy of all, who have any Knowledge of its Excel-
lence; a Conftitution regulated only by Laws, and thofe
Laws made by the very Perlons, who are to be governed by
them: A Form of Government, whofe fole Tendency is
the Punifbment of evil Doers, and the Pra:fe of them that dg
well. It would be fuperfluous to enlarge further on the
Excellence of cur happy Conftitution, to Perfons fo well,
and fo long acquainted with it; let us therefore turn our
Thoughts from the Contemplation of it, however delightful,

to the Occafion of this Day’s Solemnity,

B Here
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Here we fhall find frefh, and ample Caufe for our Gra-
titude to the Father of all Mercies, for reftoring our be-
loved Sovereign to a perfe& Capacity of exercifing his juft
and gentle Rule over us. It is ufual to the human Hearc
to receive back with Tranfport, an Object, which 1t was
apprehenfive of lofing, and about which its Anxiety was
ftrongly employed ; and the Juy is ever in Proportion to
the Apprehenfions. This Effe&®, no Doubt, will be pro-
duced in the Breafts of all the Subjeéts in our beloved So-
vereign’s extenfive Dominions. They feared much for him,
becaufe they loved him much, and their Joy upon his Re-
covery muft be great in Proportion. '

Unfecling indeed muft that Heart be, which is infenfible
of the Bleflings, we enjoy under a Monarch, who, during
his whole Reign, has made the Laws alone the Meafure
of his Adminiftration; whofe Juftice has ever been un-
impeached, and whofe Mercy is only limited by the Safety
and Welfare of the People, which Providence has commit-
ted to his Care, and for whofe Proteftion, his unwearied
Vigilance is ever exerted, who may ftand forth, as the Pro-
phet Samuel did among the Jews, and fay, ¢ Whofe Ox
¢¢ have I taken, or whofe Afs have I taken, or whom have

¢¢ | defrauded, whom have I opprefled, or of whofe Hand
‘¢ have
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‘¢ have I received any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith ?
‘“ and I will reftore 1t.”” A Monarch, who fets an Exam-
ple to-the World, of the moft genuine and unaffeted Piety ;
and of the moft rare and unexampled Affeltion in the
various Relations of domeftic Life; and whofe entire Con-
du& ftands forth a Vindication of that pure Mode of the
Chriftian Faith eftablithed throughout his Dominions. Such
i1s the King, whom God has been pleafcd to reftore to the
ardent Withes and Prayers of his People. What Return
fhall we make to the Almighty for all thefe Benefits, which
he has beftowed upon us? All the Return, which we can
make, and which he will gracioufly accept, 1s our warm,
and unfeigned Thanks for them, accompanied by a full
Senfe of our own Unworthinefs, and his great Goodnefs.
This will naturally and neceffarily lead us to an impartial
(Confideration of our Lives and Manners, and a thorough
Reformation in both ; this 1s the Sacrifice, with the fweet
{melling Savour of which God will be beft pleafed, and
upon which alone we can found any rational Hopes of the
Continuance of thefe Bleflings amongf{t us. Praife there-
fore and Glory be to the King of Kings, for ever and ever,

and let all the People fay, Amen.

When a Tyrant falls, Men rejoice, as delivered from

the grievous Preflure of Plague, Peftilence, or Famine,
B 2 thole
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thofe dreadful Scourges, which God, in his Wrath, fome-
times {ends upon a finful World. A Tyrant is the fierceft
Enemy of Mankind, hating and detefting all, and by all
hated and detefted; his Breath 1s baneful and deftructive
to thofe, who are fo unfortunate as to be within its Influence,
as the Tempefls of the North to the new Off-fpring of the
Spring ; his hardened Heart knows not how to fpare, and
Virtue 1s his perpetual Reproach and Averfion. Far, very
far different is the Chara@er of a Patriot King, the true
and well accepted Subftitute of the Ruler of the World.
His Heart is 2 Stranger to the Triumphs of Cruelty ; and
he ¢ver wifhes rather to corre@ and amend than to punifh ;
though he regards his People with the excufable and fond
Partiality of a Parent, yet his Benevolence embraces all
Mankind ; he s a true Citizen of the World, and the
Caufe of Humanity he never fails to adopt, as his own
Caufe. He loves not War, that deftroying Demon; but
when reftlefs Ambition prefumes to diftarb the common
Peace, he nobly puts himfclf forward, and vindicates with

juft Arms the invaded Rights of Mankind.

Such is the King, (for T muft again repeat it) whom
God in his Mercy has reftored to the earncit Wifhes and
Pravers of his happy People ; let zbar People then lift up

their Hearts and Hands with moft grateful Thanks to the
Giver
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Giver of all Good, for this fingular Mercy, and let them

fay with the Royal Pfalmift; ¢ O that Men would there-
““« fore praife the Lord for his Goodnefs, and declare the

¢« Wonders that he doeth for the Children of Men.”
To him then be everlafting Glory and Honour, both now
and for ever.




