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TO THE
CITIZENS

or

The United States of America.

' — ]

My belsved Friends,
and Fellow Citizens,.

4
’]. HE moving caufe of this Examination of

The Age of Reafon, recommended to your
protetion by ‘1 homas Paine, is the love I

bear to Gop, the Truth, my Fellow-Citi-
zens, and ail Maukind univerfally.

I heartily wifh vour prefent and eternal
L, ppinefs; and am

Your Friend and Fellvw-Citizen,

SAMUEL STILWZELI.,



A Guide to Reafon,

THE A ge of Reafon, put under

your protection by Thomas
Paine, in my opinion, is the off-
spring of ignorance concerning

s

%)

the Scriptures ; or intended as an

impofition on thofe who have not
the knowledge of them. Itappears
to me very curious, and worthy
obfervation, that Mr. Paine, in
the firlt place, puts his work un-
der the prote@ion of the Citizens
of the United States of America,

an(l
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and then goes on to inform us that
the moving caufe, and the necefli-
ty of the work, was the Revoluti-
on in France : It is truly a miftery,
and very afronithing, that France,
Leing left without any fyftem of
Theology, fiould make it necefla-
rv for us to abolifh our prefent
happy fyltem. This I think, bor-
ders too much upon myftery for a
perfon to meddle with wko pro-
fefles to deal in plain matters of
fadt.

From the example of his fellow-
citizens of France, 10 making their
profeflion of faith, Mr. Paine ad-
vances hiscreed :

““I believe in one Cod, and no
““ more ; and I hope for happinefs
““ beyond .this Iife. 1 belicve the
‘““ equality of man; and I believe
““ that religiousdutics confilt in do-

“ing
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“ ing' juftice, loving mercy, and en-

‘“ deavouring to make our fellow-

¢ creatures happy.”

‘The laft fentence appears asif Mr
Paine grew afhamied to tranfcribe
thebible any farther in exadt terms,
and altered the conftruction : for
every endeavour to make our fel-
low-creatures happy is an aét of
humiliation : but doing juftice, loving
mcrcy, and walking humbly, are {crip-
ture or bible phrafes, to which it
fcems Mr. Paine was indebted for
thofe moral precepts.

‘The equality of man, Mr. Paine
fays, was the do&rine of Chrift ;
Y {ay the fcriptural or bible account
of the Chriftian’s God, is eflentially
onc. Here it does notrequire any
great degrec of difcernment to fec
that My, Paine is indebted to the

very book hie endeavours to invali-
date
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date for the moral precepts he is
labouaring to make us believe are
the productions of his fruitful rea-
{fon.

After fuying he does not believe
in the creed profefled by any church
that he koows of, he adds, ** My
¢ own mind ismy own church.” 1
cannot conceive by what new {y(-
tem of logic Mr. Paine can make
out his mind, in its prefent fitua-
tion, to be a church! The literal
meaning of the word church is the
collc&wc body of chriftians, or the_
place which chriftians confecrate to
the worfhip of God. Very few, I
believe, will acknowledge Mr.
Paine’s mind to be the colleltive
body of chriftians; and it 1s not
very probable that it 1s, or ever
will be, while lie remains an anti-

cliriftian,
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chriftian, confecrated by chriftiain
as the place to worfhip God in.

Mr. Puine fays, ‘¢ It is neceflary
‘“ to the happinefs of man, that he
‘“ be mentally faithful to himfelf.”
If Mr. Painc had been faithful to
him{clf and his friends, I believe he
would not have publifhed his fenti-
ments on religion until he were
better informed in the nature of
true religion.

Infidelity, hefays, does not confift
in believing, or indifbelieving. I
believe his Age of Reafon was not
intended for thofe who underftand
the bible and its authority, but for
thofe who donot.

What Mr. Paine’s motive is in en-
~ deavouring to make a revolution
n the fvltem of religion in Ame-
rica, I cannot tell. We have a

happy government: the laws of
our
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our land, by zxpericnce, are found
to be gocd; and theie laws are not
inconfiftent with our prefent {fyftem
of religion, but are founded on
good reafon and the: moral law,
and precepts contamcd in the Bi-
ble.

He next infers, from the different
fyftems of religion, thatthe wayto
God is not open toevery man alike.
This obfervation can be no ways
applicable to the citizens of the
United States of America: becaufe
every perfon here may worfhip
God agreeable to the dictatesofhis
own confcience. Neither is it ap-
plicable to the Chriftian fyftem:
becaufe a man may embrace it, or
he may not. If he embraces it, it
teaches him that, denying ungodlinefs
and worldly lufls, he is to live foberly,

righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent
world ;
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world; and to obey the moral pre:
cepts delivered by Chrift, which
Mr. Paine fays are the beft ghat
ever have been preached, or that
none have exceeded them.

If he thinks that future happinefs
ought to lie open to faint and fin-
ner alike, and that rewards and pu-

nifhments are not confiftent with
reafon, then a man’s will in this

way of reafoning is his law, an all
legiflative authority becomes uat
once unneceffary. Ihave tou gond
an opinion of Mr. Paine to believe
that he faw that thefe confequences
neceflarily refult from his Reafon:
if they do not, I have not the right
power of reafon; and am led to
conclude that our reafon is deprav-
ed, and cannot be an unerring:
guide to true theology. HhE SR
Paine’s definition of revelation is too
weak to need any confutation.

B “ Wlhen
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¢ When Mofes told the cinldren

‘“ of Ifrael that hereceived the two
‘“ talles of the commandments
¢ from the hands of God, they
‘“ were not obliged to believe him,
‘“ becaufe they had no other autho-
‘“ ity for it than his telling them
¢ {o.” But Mofes does not call
upon them to believe this meflage
by his merely telling them fo : his
credentials come with the meflage;
{o that it i1s no hearfay revelation,
for the people all faw the difplay of
fupernatural agency, the moun-
tain fmoking and quaking, and the
voice waxing louder and louder;
with many other difplays of the
Almighty power, thatleft it with-
out contradiction : {o that a migh-
ty dread {cized the pcople, and
they all believed; and the autho-
rity was fo good, that noncof them
that
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that I know of have difputed it

fince. |
It may be faid, Thefe are cir-
cumftances we do not believe. I
anfwer, Mr. Paine did not deny a
part of this {tory : and if the autho-
rity 1s good for any part of it, we
have the fame authority for the
whole. The fame may be obferved
in refpect to the birth of Chrift.
Mr. Paine mentions. nothing of the
f{tar {cen in the eaft, that led the
wife men to the place where the
infant Saviour was; nor of the
flaughter Herod made of the young
children, in order to deftroy the
Prince of peace : but makes a par-
ticular note of God’s vifiting the
fins of the fathers upon the chil-
dren. But it is not found in all the
bible that God punifhes the chil-
dren for their father’s {ins, the chil-
dren

4
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dren being innocent; though we
frequently fee children fuffermg on
account of their father’s fins. Let
one inftance f{uffice. ‘The father
by drunkennefs brings his children
to a fuffering ftate,

Mr. Paine {ays that the ftory con-
cerning the birth of Chrift was be-
lieved only by the Gentiies, and
that the Jews never credited the
{tory. This impious affertion I
flatly deny : for many' of the Jews
believed in him, and within the cir-
cle of my acquaintance I have
known an inftance of a Jew em-
bracing the Chriftian religion.

. He then proceedsto fap the foun-
dation of the Chriftian fyltem, by
comparing it with the heathen my-
thology. This ftep completely
overturns his own {yltem; -for it

was by Reafon aud Philofophy that
the
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the heathens found out fo maay
gods ; ahd this was the very 'foun-
dation of thewr mythology. ‘The
philofophical reafouers introduced
the multiplicity of pods ; and if the
Almighty had not revealed him-
felf to man fome other way, it is
not unlikely that our'modern phi-
lofophers would have found out as
many more gods as theéy have
made new difcoveries in the pla-
netary {yftem.

As to the refurredtion and afcen-
fion of Chrift, there was fufhcient
demonf{tration of them to convince
all but thofe who were détermined
not to believe. - Even the circum-
ftances that bappened at his death,
to go no farther, were fufficient de-
monftrations to prove to all Jeru-
falem, and all fucceceding generati-

ons that lay open to conviction,
that

R 2l et e I M s " o e P ot et L it Ak mn
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thai Chrilt was the Divine Perfon
he profefled to be.

But My, Paine fays, that a thing
which every body is required to be-
lieve, requires that the proof and
evidence of it fhould be equal to
all. If we follow this great Revo-
lutionift, he will lead usinto great
abfurdities. For inftance: a muan
figns a will in the prefence of
two or three witnefles; after lus
death thefe witnefles a& as proxies
for all the parties concerned, and
we reft our belief in the veracity of
the witnefles. Thisisjult and rea-
fonable, and the inoft convenient ;
and this example we take from the
bible. But, agreeable to Mr. P.’s
way of reafoning, all the partics
concerned, and (if the eftate fhould
fall in difpute) the court and all
the jurors, muft have feen the will

figned
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fiened, or the cafe could not be de-
cided. Upon the fame principles
Chrift mull come every year, or
eve ry day, to futisty the incredu-
litv of man. If nothing 1s to be
believed but what we have ocolur
demonftration of, the prefent har-
mony that fubfifts in our religion
and government, with the happi-
ncls attending them, or communi-
cated to us by them, is at once in-
volved in a thoufond ditliculties,
and we muft fall the unhappy vic-
tims to a biafied Keafun.

Behold the Goodneis and Mercy
of God, at u timic when heathen
fuperflition and philofuphical ido-
Latry had introduced a multitude of
gods! The Lord of the Univerfe,
1n order to teach mankind their
duty to God and their fellow-crea-
tures, in a wav the moft eafy to

their
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comprehenfion, condefcends to ini-
pregnate the womb of a Virgin,
contrary to the natural act of gene-
ration, that the Pcrfon fo con-
ceived fhould not be depraved in
his underitanding. In the breaft
of this illuftrious Perfonage the
Mighty God implants hLis Holy
Spirit, and this Spirit is a part of
God, if the {pirit of a man is any
part of the man, Being thus en-
dowced with power from onhigh, he
becomes the Reprefentative of God
to man ; and in this refpect or view
he is called God : beciufe herepre-
fents the Fatherin perfon, and de-
livers a rule of life to magpkind that
if obferved and pradtifed will con-
{titute them happy here and happy
cternally. Now does it require a
very deep penetration to fee that
the Chriftian’s God is One, and

only
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only One. ‘The Divine miflion of
Chrift they were not called upon to
believe without the interpofition of
the Almighty power, which there
was a fufficient difplay of at his
birth, in his life-time, and at his
death and refurreétion. This 1
have as good a right to believe as
Mr. Paine has to believe the hiftory
of the heathen mythology.

After the heathen mythology
was abolithed, and the people ad-
hered to the Chriftian religion, if
they ran into grofs abfurdities, it
was not becaufe the doctrines of
Chrift were impure, but becaufe
perfonal emoluments biafled their
reafon, and they took that forright
which was abfolately wrong. The
ludicrous parts of Mr. Paine’s Age
of Reafon I fhall treat with the f{i-

lent contempt they deferve.

G
AMr,
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My Paine fays, ¢ The Old and
¢ New Teftament, beginning with
‘“ Genefis and ending with Revela-
‘“ tions, is a book of riddles, that re-
¢ quires a revelation to explainir.”
It is very reafonabie to infer, from
this affertion, -that he intended to
make it appear that a revelation
has been made to him: for, after
this, he undertakes to explain the
19th Pfalm, and part of the book of
Job. ButIrecolleé but oneriddle
in ‘all the book, and that is already
explained.

At one time he fays, ¢ Nothing
¢¢ that is here faid can apply, even
‘¢ with the moft diftant difrefpect,
“ to the real chara&er of Jefus
¢“ Chrift. He was a virtuous and
‘¢ amiable man. The morality that
¢ he preached and practifed was of

¢« the moft benevolent kind; and
‘“ theugh
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‘¢ though fimilar fyftems of mora-
‘“ lity had been preached by i
‘¢ fucius, and by fome of the Gre o
‘¢ philofophers, many years befure,
‘““ by the Quakers fince, and by
“ many good meninall ages, it has
‘‘ not been exceeded by any:”—at
another time condemns it as a book
of riddles. If this is not treating
the preaching and charadter of Je-
fus Chrift with difrefpct, and con-
tradicting him{clf, I do not under-
{tand plain Englifh. But I believe
if any perfon of common fenfe will
read the Gld and New Teftaments
with attention, they will eafily dif-
cover that the pracdtical parts there-
of, neccflary for the rule and go-
vernment of our minds and a&ions,
are comprehenfible by almoit the -
weakeft capacity.
e {ays, ¢ The parts of the bible
¢ known
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‘““ known by the name of the 1’ro-
‘“ phets, are the works of the Jew-
‘“ il poets and itinerant (or travel-
*“ing) preachers.,” ‘That the pro-
bhefies are in a poetical flile, wedo
not deny: but that they, at the
time when they were written, did
not contain prediftions of future e-
vents, I do deny; becaufe many of
the events that thofe prophecies are
cxpreflive of, have happened fince
that time. Let any one prove to
the contrary if he can. Whether
we call them fongs, or hynns, or
pfalins, or prophefies, and the per-
fons who wrote them muficians,
poets, prophets, or fhepherds, 1t
does not alter the literal meaning
therein contained. |

I believe, with Mr. Paine, that
thofe prophets were travelling

preachers ; and I alfo believe that
many
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nany of the peopleto whom they
preached experienced the. righte-
ous judgments of God in confe-
quence of not believing what they
fuid and wrote. It isnotimprob#-
~ ble that there were tunes aflixed to
fome part of the prophecies, and
that the people who fang or played
thofe tunes on mufieal inltruments
were at that time known by the
name of prophets: but tllis makes
nothing-againft them.

Again, with a kind of fueer, he
fays, It is fonewhat curious, that
‘“ the three perfons, whofe names
‘“ are the moft univerfally recorded,
‘“ were of very obfcure parentage.
‘“ Mofcs was a foundling, Jefus
¢ Chrift was born in a ftable, and
‘“ Mahomet was a mule-driver :”
and (I may add) Thomas Paine,the

founder of the new fyltem, who
profefles



( 22 )

profefles to be wifer than all thefe
together, isina fair way of becom-
ing more contemptible than any of
them. MHecallsSt.Panl amanufac-
turer of quibbles, as if we were to
be {neered out of thie truths of our re-
ligion. Ifany perfon will read the
epiftles that go under the name of
St. Panl, and -particularly thofe
written to Timothy and Titus, and -
they will be convinced that thoy
contain plain moral precepts, not
contrary to thofe preached by Jefus
Chrift, which Mr. Paine profeffesio
hold in high efteem.

Mr. Paine appears to be as igno-
rant of the nature and defign of
Prayer, as he is of the contents of
the bible. Prayer is not dictatory,
nor telling the Almighty fome-
thingHe does not know, as he feems

vainly to fuppofc: but it is the
power

-
LY
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power of reflection that informs us
what is neceflary for us, or what we

ftand in need of, and by what means

our wants arc {upplied, that we

may be the more thankful for what
we receive, and what wé enjoy.

He faysin another place, ‘¢ Man

‘“ frequently fails in accomplifhing
¢¢ his end, from a natural inability
‘¢ of power to the purpofe, and fre-
¢“ quentl]y from the want of wifdom
‘¢ to apply power properly.” If this
obf{ervation be true, it is a fuflicient
reply to all the arguments that can
be made to prove that every man
has a fufficient power of reafon to
direct him into the knowledge of
true theology, and his duty to God,
himfelf, and his fellow-creatures.
I do not wifh to reject Reafon, nor
to prove that it is not good’; but
that themidapplication thereof is in-
cident to man, ¢ Tt
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““ It may be faid that man can
““make or draw a triungle, and
‘¢ therefore a triangle is an human
‘“ iInvestion. But the triangle,when
““ drawn, is no ‘other than the
‘“‘ imagre of the principle: itisa de-
‘“ lineation to the ecye, and from
‘“ thence to the mind, of a principle
¢ that would otherwife be imper-
‘“ ceptible.” The fame may befaid
n refpect to the bible. It may be
faid that a man can make the bible :
but he cannot make the principle
therein contained, nomore thau he
can make the principle of a trian-
ole. But it hasbeen faid, thebible
may be altered and abridged. This
does not prove that itis altered,nor
does it aiter the principles of juftice
therein contained. It may be faid
that the literal meaning may be

mifapplied. Still this does not al
fer
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ter the principle : it is immutable.
‘Hefays, ¢ Religion, confidered as
‘¢ a duty, isincumbent upon every
“ living: {oul alike; and therefore
¢ muft be on a level to the under-
¢ ftanding and compreheafion of
‘“all.” Moreover he {ays, ¢ Man
‘¢ learns the theory of religion by
¢ refle&ion.” If thefe obfervations
of his be true, his {yltem of religion
falls at once: for we are certain
that every man has not the {fame
- power of apprehending the moral
truths contained in the works of
creation that hie fecs with his eyes ;
" neither has every one the fame
power of refleétion. If you try the
experiment, you will find that all
will not agreein the infcrencesthey
draw from the fame thing; and
the reflections they make will be of

qute a different nature.
D While
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While he is continually harping
upon myftery, and telling us, reli-
gion Jozs not confit in myftery,
and 1s a0 way counedtcd with it, he
makes it appear that his {vltem of
religion hies all weapped upin my{-
tery; and goes about to make us
believe that all the worlds with
which he fuppofes the immenfity of
{pace isfilled, isinhabited with the
fame f{pecics of heings as we are,
when it is altogether probable that
they are all of quite a different na-
ture. Who can account for {o low
and contraéted an idea from fo wife
aman!? |

Upon a furvey of the whole, 1f
you embrace Mr. Paine’s {yftem of
religion, it will be neceflary for you
to furnifh yourfelves with a pair of
globes, a microfcope and telefcope,
and every necceflary apparatus to

find
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find out the principles'and proper-
ties of a triangle; and then apply
your{elf to the ufe of thefe to gain
the true knowledge of God andyour
owx duties. If you fueceed, you
might have done it a much eaficr
way. Ifyou donot, I fhall net be
miftaken. Butif you will take my
advice, read the bible; and you
will find that it contains the moft
excellent moral precepts and direc-
tions how you may attain to allthe
knowledge of God neceflary for us
to know. And if you add to this
mentalrefle@ions, with a defire to
be taught by Him who can make
you wife unto falvation, you will
ufe the means to attain that great
leflon, ¢ Know thyfelf.”

If you learn this, you will fee how
confiftent the bible is with your con-

dition, and how coufiftent the laws
of
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.of our country are to our.well-be-
g ; andlet this {timulate us to be
faithful fubje&s to God and our
country, and endeavour by fo doing
to make each other happy.

FINIS,

- 4w



