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SERMON, &

LUKE_ x. 18.

THE LORD HATH SENT ME=~=TO PREACH DE-.
LIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES.

. 7E*H OV AH hath fent me to proclaim liberty to
captives®, It is not neceffary to be a captive

- to difcover the worth of  fuch a declaration as this :
it is fufficient to be a fpeétator of captivity. o
The Jews f{uffered by the fate of war feveral
~ captivities; and in that which' is called the Baby-
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lonian * a foreign vitor reduced between twenty

and thirty thoufand free citizens to a condition of
flavery ¢. The king, only in the nineteenth year
of his age when faults deferve pity more than
blame, was ftripped of all the enfigns of his dig- -
nity, and put in chains. His mother in the de-
cline of life, and his wives in the bloom of it, all
unadorned, diftinguithed only by depreffion of fpi-
rits, and dejetion of countenance, fhared his cruel
reverfe of fortune. His officers civil and military,

* Ifai Ixi. 1o .~ * 2 Kings xxiv. 10. Jer. L.
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his craftfmen and attificers followed in train, and
all at the will of the conqueror went into the hope-
lefs condition of flaves, lome to prifon, {ome to
unproductive fervitude, and fome to death. No
humane fpectator of iuch a complicated calamity
can help fecling a juft mdmndtlon at the tyrant
mixing with wnumHmn for the flaves: for what
had the king of Babylon to do with the [ins of
the Jews?
A proclamation of liberty to captives, then,
meets the wifhes of both fufferers and Ipecta-
tors, and grates only on the ears of a tyrant who
a]\es ﬂaw.s, and ‘mafters who hold them in fer-
vitude, Such .is the declaration of the text, and
only one circumftance obfcures the glory of it,
When a Cyrus publithes his relolution to k-
berate captives, the world inftantly gives him
credic for fincerity, and applaufe for his genero-
fity: but the text is the language of Jclus a poor
man. This, however, In the plefcnt cafe, 1s no
objection; becaufe if a poor man can difcover a
method by which the juft maxims of a monarch,
which are only local and temporary, may be ren-
h__dered univerfal and perpetual, his birth and {ta-
tion are of no confequence, his wifdom is all in all,
und his language 1s reputed, as it ought to be, thie
voice of nature, the reafon ot all mankind. The
fat is: Jefus was a man, and the friend of man,
and the propofal in the text was not the inefhicient
will of an ordinary citizen, but.the fober plan of
one, who knew how to carry his delign into efiect.
k-le did not, macea, enlilt armies, appoint gene-

rals, or even acquaint monarchs wn:h his 1ntention :
he' did not immediately remonftrate .againft the
in ) juftice of flaveholders, nor did he route the paf-
{ions

o M YW
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fion; of their flaves:* but he informed a few difin-
terefled lovers of mankind of a few ta&s, which he
forefaw would make their way, and flowly but cer-
tainly fubvert the whole fyllem of (lavery 3 facts
which, whenever the {laveholder fhould come to
know them, would compel him by his own convic-
tions to releafe his{lavey and fadts, which as foon as
the flave fhould comprehend, would prepare him to
bear an advance from the fervile condition of a
beaft into the dignity of a man,

Let us fele¢t from the gofpel-of Jefus three
doétrines, and let us addrefs the firlt to a flave
apart : the fecond to a flaveholder apart: and the
third to both mafters and flaves : and, although
it be in this {tage of the bufinefs mere theory, yet
let us examine what practice, if there be no. unfore-
{een obftacles, the theory muft naturally produce.

The Lord Jefus taught the dignity of man as an
intelligent and immortal  being: a true faét, but
till then wholly unknown to flaves, and very im-
perfectly, if at all, to their mafters. He addreffed
men as capable of knowing and enjoying intellec-
tual pleafures, and he reported taéts naturally

adapted to excite and exercife the latent powers of

the mind. He fhewed that inan muft live in a fu-
ture {tate to reap the reward of his virtues, or to
{uffer the pumifhment ot his crimes. He fpoke ot
him as a creature of worth, and according to.his
eftimate a fingle foul i1sof more value than.a whole
world of unintelligent matter. It is natural to fup-
pole that a flave informed of the dignity of his na-
ture mult rife 1n value in his own account, become.
in his own eyes a man of natural confequence equal
with his lord, and feel himfelf infpired with that

noble pride of nature which. diftinguifhes and dig-
nifies
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nifies the free. From under the depreflion of fla-
very, having heretofore known no more of himfelf

than of his mafter’s camel, that he had fenfual appe-
tites, the flave fhould feem to ftruggle into new

exiftence, afpire to the diftinftions of a man, the

pleafures of an intelligent being, the joy of know-

ing God, the practice of virtue, and the profpect
of immortality. In abfolute fervitude a man hath
every thing to fear and nothing to hope, and his
{pirits fink, till, having no profpeét, and no ufe for
hope, his fenfual appetites at’ the fame time conti-
puing to employ him, he forgets his dignity, and
ceafes to realon like a man : but by admitting the
fact taught by Jefus Chrift, the foul of this funken
flave takes a contrary direction, rifes ennobled into
its proper ftate, and enters firlt on the felicity of
fpeculating moral excellence, then proceeds to the
pleafure of doing good, and next advances to the

" delight of profpect, where no bounds are fet to the

eye, and where blifs extends beyond all he can afk,
or think. - ' .

Jefus taught the true charadter of God: that
there was 2 God : that there was but one: that he
was a Father and the univerfe his family : thac his
care extended over all his works, the moft incon-
fiderable creatures not excepted : that he com-
paffionated the moft wretched, and was ready to
forgive the moft wicked : that a return to duty
was a return to mercy : and that eternal glory was
the reward of as many as copied his wife and juft
adminiftration, for he was a Father in heaven, who
snade his fun to rife on the evil and the good, and fent
his rain on the juft and on the umuft : that in a fu-
ture ftate he would call all men to account, and

admit of no diltinctions- except thofe of juft and

unjuft :
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unjuft : that jultice he would eternally proteét,
and injuftice for ever punith. The fyftem of a
{laveholder is a contraft to all this: his government
is not founded 1n juftice : his maxims of .obtaining
and employing, rewarding and punifhing his fel-
low creatures, far from tending to equalize, intro-
- duce, and fupport the moft horrible of all diftinc-
tions, and of three equal men make one an abfo-
lute flave, a fecond an inhuman tafk mafter, and
the third a lawlefs tyrant above controul. Bring
this ftately flaveholder acquainted with. the " Su-
preme Being, more mafter of him than he of his
flave : enlighten his mind with the knowledge of
God, and it fhould feem the moment he approves
of the divine perfeftions he muft abhor his own
depravity, blufh at his diffimilitude to the original
beauty, and caft about in his mind how to reftore
his flaves to their juft and natural rights. 1
Jefus taught the nature and the indifpen(ible ne-
ceflity of holinefs.  1In his gofpel holinefs is in ge-
neral conformity to God, to God and not to rites
and ceremonies; be ye the children, the refem-
blances of your Father: and in particular it is the

pofleflion - of - fuch-difpofitions- as - conftitute-order, -

and are aeceflarily produttive of happinefs. Happy
are the rich, the powerful: No: Happy are the
pure in heart ; happy arethe humble ; happy are the
mild ; happy are the merciful, for thofe fhall fe..
God, and thefe fhall obtain mercy. The doétrine’
of Jefus is: that fuch a fimilarity to God is abfo-
lutely neceffary to the hope of plealing and enjoy-
ing him : that it is impoflible to fubftitute any
thing in its ftead : that without this conformity all
pretenfions to the charater of Chriftian are delu-
five and vain, frauds which may be a while con-
s cealed,
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cealed, but which impartiad juftice muft in the end
expofe to the eternal glory of the rectitude of God,
and to the everlafting difgrace of wicked men.
Such dotrine, addre(led to a company of {laves and
laveholders, it fhould feem, mult convince the
mafter that the connection between fhewing mercy
and obtaining mercy is jull and natural, that if he
{hewed no mercy he ought not to hope for anys
antd the fave that to be good 1s the noblelt end of
being free. .

Theory fays : tidings fuch as thele, committed
by Jefus to his difciples to be publifhed to every
ereature in all nations, ought, afluredly, to produce
efte@s when they reach the ears of flaves . They
~adtually did To, and flaves became members of the
fir(t Chrittian churches. )

~ Let us follow this do@rine into a land of flavery
in order to difcover the operation of it in the minds’
and manners of the inhabitants. In Attica alone,
it is faid, there were only twenty or thirty thoufand
freemen, and they held in fervitude four hundred
thoufand flaves, Every Chriftian teacher went to
proclaim liberty to thefe captives : but this in fuch

_..a-country was 2 moit difficult and delicate enter-

prize. It originated in juftice, and was replete
with mercy : but where human depravity hath ar-
rived at a certain pitch, to introduce juftice and
mercy is the moft hard and hopelefs of all. under-
takings. Slaves are the wealth. of their mafters,

and to- emancipate them is to transfer their pros
perty. Slaves keep up the rank of their matters,

and to elevate the one is to degrade the other clafs,
The - execution, therefore, of the Saviour’s plan,

d Mark xvi, 13, Mat. xxvui. 19,

required
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required the prudent application of wife and well
judged - meafures fo as not. to.injure private pro-
perty, not to difturb civil order, not to expofe
Chriftianity to the fcandal -of {fedition, not to ob-
{cure the glory of a kingdom #of of this .world,
and yet fo as to procure effetual deliverance. to
captives, ample indemnity to their mafters, and .
fuperior advantages to ftates. If a given number
of flaves be an equal number of enemies, the ftate
cains by the emancipation of them ; and if the con-
icious rectitude of the altion be an ample indem-
nitv to him .who makes reftitution of unjuft gain,
the mafter is indemnified when he 'makes the flave
free. - | .
It is granted, the cafe was difficult, but it is af-
firmed, the apoftles were equal to the tafk, and
the primitive Chriftians under their. prudent di<
retion condufted the bufinefs fo as to adorn the
dottrine of their Saviour, and to demonftrate the
excellence of the Chriftian religion. Three pofi-
tions feem to contain the fyftem of the primitive
churches in regard to flaves. - S
Firft. - The primitive Chriftian. flaveholders did
not force their flaves: to. profefs-the Chriftian . reli-

gion. - That {fome-primitive: Chriftians were.flave. _

holders is.clear from this paffage: Let as .many
lervants as.are -under the yoke {thefe were flaves)
-~ count their own -mafters ‘worthy of all. honour.
And they that have believing mafters, let them not
defpife them becaufe they are brethren, but rather
do them fervice becaule they are-faithfu! and be-
loved, partakers of-:the bepefit < .. Philemon of
Coloffe: was a mafter of this kind.” He had a flave

* 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2.

B - named
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named Onefimus. ‘This man defrauded his mafter,
quitted his fervice, and’ fled to Rome, There by
fome means he became acquainteéd with Paul, wha
inftructed him, and either baptized him, or caufed
him to be baptized into the profeflion of a Chrif-
tian. Then he returned him to his mafter with a
letter, of which thefe words are & part: 1 befeech
- thee for my fon Onefimus, whom 1 have begotten

in my bonds’., ‘The powet of Philemon over his
flave had always been ablolute, but it was Paul,
not Philemon, who initiated Onefimus, for con-
verfion was then confidered an effeél of argument,
and not of dominion. On this account the apoftle
called Onefimus his fon, for by baptifm he had
brought him into the Chriftian world.
~ Even Pagan mafters did not force their flaves to
profefs Paganiim: on the contrary, they thought
their prefence polluted the worfhip. It was for
. very different reafons that Pagans and Chriftians
did not force flaves to profefs religion, and when
the apoftles exhorted Chriftian flaves to count
- tneir Pagan malters worthy of all honour, perhaps

this might be one reafon, they left their flaves to
their- own refle€tions in matters of religion, and

___they might be profelytes of . Mofes, -or- difciples of

Chrift without incurring the difpleafure ot their
owners. Primitive Chriftians. enterzained juft no-
tions of religion, and they wifely avoided to adorn
it with the vain glory of popularity by forcing
flaves to profefs what they did not underftand:
To fay the truth, the forcing of conicience was
alike unknown in thofe times to Pagans and
Chriftians, and it was an-inveiition of later ages :

§ Phil, &,

whether
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whether an honourable one I {hall not now inquire,
but Jeave tQ the confideration of fuch as admire it,
Sécandly. . -A profeflion of Chriftianity was not
a title to freedom in the firft churches. .A flave
might hear, examine and believe the Chriftian
doctrine ; he might be baptized, receive the Lord’s

fupper, and enjoy the benefit of all Chriftian infti-

tutes ; but he might not claim manumiffion on this

ground. An apoftle fpeaks decidedly on the fub-
jeét. Let every man-abide in the fime calling

wherein he was called s, Art thou calied being a
fervapt? Care not forit, Brethren, let every man

wherein he is called, therein abide <with God®.

‘This explaing the language of the fame apoftle to
Philemon concerning Onefimus. Perhaps he
therefore departed for a feafon, that thou fhouldit
receive him for ever': an expreffion taken from
the Jewilh law of fervitude. If the fervant fay,
I will not go out free, then his mafter fhall bore
his ear, and he fhall ferve. him for everk, that
1s for hfe, The primitive Chriftians. then did
not affix manumiffion to profeflion of Chriftianity,
and they alted wifely, for it would have degraded
religion - irom its dignity, temporal reward being
only a more. pleafing kind of force. In thefe pure
churches there were neither punithments nor bribes.

Yet, thirdly, Chriftianity is, as an apoitle calls
\t, @ perfed? law of liberty', and its natural and
genutne produce is univerfal juftice, or, which ‘is
the fame thing, univerfal freedom. In proof of
this let us ftep into thofe primitive affemblies, and
hear what the apoftles faid to their converts.

£t 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. h 1 Cor. vil. 20, &¢. i Phil. xv.
* Exod. xx1, 5, 6, ! Jamesi, 23,

B 2 Paul
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Paul exhorted flaves ‘to become free, if they
could. Art thou called being a fervant? Care
not for'it: but if thou mayef be made free ufe it
rather™. A hint was all that prudence could
allow on a fubjeét fo delicate, and it'was equal to
faying, Set a juft value upon freedom, ' and obtain
it as foon as. by any lawful means you can.. - '
To fuch flaves as were under rigorous mafters,
and had no profpect of manumiflion, Peter gave
this advice: Servants, be fubject to your mafters
- with all fear, not only. to the good and gentle, but
alfo to the froward. For this is thank-worthy, if a
man for confcience toward God endure “grief, fuf-
fering wrongfully.  For what gloryis it, if when ye
be buffeted for your faults ye fhall take it patiently ?
but if when ye do well and fuffer for it, ye take it
‘patiently, this is acceptable with God». Thele
were {laves fubje&t to buffeting, or corporal pu-
nithment : but this is not an approbation of fla-
very, -for the apoftle complains of wrong, .and his
advice to the flave to be patient is applicable to this
only as to one of .many . cafes of affliction and op-

Bk iiam et —i— A Ay e Ay R B

preflion. Hence we reafon, that the apoftles dil-
approved of flavery, and that their advice to Chrif-
tian {laves amounted to this: Get free if you can;
but if. you cannot, retlect on the wildom of pro-
vidence and bear the oppreflion of your tyrants
with.patience, |

Let us imagine a primitive affembly of Chrif-
tian flaveholders and flaves, #ot nmow, in this in-
ftance, as flaves; but above flaves, bretiren beloved in
the Lord°, all fitting at the fame table, eating the
fame bread, drinking the fame cup, in remems

m y Cor. vil. 21, -? 1 Pet. 11, 18, &c.  © Phil. xvi.

brance

______
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brance of their common benefactor,; who had faid,:
The Lord fent:me to. preach deliverance to captivess
Let us hear Paul:commending charity, or univer-

{21 :benevolence.. .:Heé defcribes . it literally, and
prizes it above the faith of miracles, - above the gift
of tongues, above the diftribution of .alms, above

the glory .of martyrdom. - Earneftly covet the

beft gifts : and yet' I ‘fhew unto-you a: more ex-
cellent way. The :greateft of all gifts is charity ?.
He defcribes it figuratively : the fame fubjett in
colours, . All the members of Chrift are one body.

By one.fpirit . we were.all baptized. into one _body,

whether we be. bond or free. God- hath fet the

members every one of them in the bodyas it hath

piealed him, but the head cannot:fay to the feet, L

have no need of you ; “for if one member fuffer all
 the members fuffer with it, or if one:member be

honoured, all the members rejoice with it, Could

the.bond, or could the free, hear, believe, and feel

{fuch difcourfes delivered by a Paul, and not regu-

Jate their actions by. them ? How muft -a flave-

holder feel, when in- the affembly a charitable
deacon - proclaimed : - Remember . them - that “aye in~
bonds, as bound with -themd? 'The doltrines. and
the ceremonies of Chriftianity attack injuftice and
cruelty in their ftrong holds, depraved paflions,
and confequently if a flave trade be the effet of

fuch paffions our religion goes to {ubvert the whole
{fyftem of {lavery. Feel its influence, and the work
is done. ' -

- - Let us go a ftep further, - After the deceale of
the apoftles, Chriftians underftood that the libe-
rating of flaves was a part of Chriftianity, not in-

P l COT.Xiii-'], &Cl q I'Ieb- Xiii' 2l

deed
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deed exprefied in the diret words of a ftatute, but
naturally and neceffarily contained in the do&rines
and-precepts -of it : in the:precepts which equaliz.
ed all, and in the firft principle of all doétrines, the
equal love of God' to all mankind. . In the centus
ries before the eftablithment of a profeffion. of.
Chriftianity, the Chriftians who denominated them-
felves Catholicks, and who afterwards coalefced
with the ftate, were the leaft enlightened, and the
moft depraved of all the difciples of Jefus, and the
Africans were the loweft order of thefe Catholicks
yct even the Africans thought-it a Chriftian duty
to liberate flaves. - There is a ‘letter of Cyprian of
Carthage yet extant on this: fubje&t. Some Numis

- dian bifhops wrote him:an account.of the captivity
of fome Chriftians.” The letter fetched tears from
his eyes. He reprefented the cafe to the church, and
he colleéted a confiderable fum of money for the
redemption of the flaves: Along with the fum he
fent the letter juft: mentioned; containing feveral
Chriftian reafons for redeeming captives, of which
this 15 one: 1f Jefus at the . laft day will reward
~ fome, faying, 1 was fick and ye vifited me, furely
___he will.more -abundantly reward others, to whom
~ he may jultly fay, 7 was a captive, and you fet me
ree. B | o

! Perhaps 1 may be allowed to hazard a conjelture,
for this is not the place for critical inveftigation.
It feems to me, that the Africans, who firft in-
vented. infant-baptifm, intended. by it only to fave

- children from facrifice or flavery. Before the time
~of Cyprian, that is, before the middle of the third
century, if there were any debate concerning the
' baptilm of infants, . it was the baptiim of infants in
law, minors, not natural infants, Primitive Chrif-
o * tians
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tians made confcience of clofely'cogying the life of
Chrit., He was baptized when he began to be
about thirty years of age, and it was a queftion of
great” confequenee to. the credit of Chriftianity,
whether a youth ought to be fuffered to enter by
baptifm into a Chriftian church, and to lay hims
felf under obligations for life, before he arrived at
vears of legal difcretion,. or was allowed by law to
difpofe of himfelf: but in Africa, in the time of
Cyprian, the baptifm of an infant meant the bap-
tilm of a new-born-babe. Every body knows that
the Carthaginians were a colony from Tyre: that
the Moloch of Tyre was the Satorn of Carthage ¢

that the barbarous worfthippers of this demon facris
ficed children to him in flames cf fire : that they
purchafed infants as the Jews did turtle doves . fot
facrifice s that to fupply the markets with facrifices
and flaves parénts fold their children, thieves ftole
them, and fighting parties fubdued and carried
off whole families ; and thatit was not in the pow-
er of the Ronian emperors themfelves for feveral
centuries, . if. at all, to put an end:to this horrible

practice of facrificing human beings:

Among fuch monfters one Fidus taught what
little he knew of Chriftianity, and it 1s highly pro-
bable, for reafons not admiflible here,. that he
hit on the method of faving the lives and liberties
of the lambs of -his flock, by prevailing on theie
-parents to let him dedicare theni to the one living

and true God by baptilm, 2s the Jews had dedi
cated their’s by circutncifionty and by putting theni
under the protection of fome reputable fponfors.
‘T'he Atricans did not tlien believe original: fin;, and
Cyprian and his colleagues in counc agproved of
the baptifm of infants by Fidus, becaufe they
- thought
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thought the Son of man came not to deftroy men’s
lives but to fave them, The Africans then, and
long after, called- baptifm /fa/us, and they baptized
children. pro falute, to which words no Pagan Ro-
man or Roman provincial; had ever -affixed the
C/riftian idea of falvation, If this were the cafe :
if Fidus, pitying the {miling tawny or jetty babes
at their mother’s breafts, baptized them for t/e
fafety of their lives and liberties, left their ill-in-
formed parents, long accuftomed to do evil, thould
fell them : Fidus ought to be honoured ‘as a bene-
factor to mankind, and the blame of diverting a
Chriftian inftitute from its original defign goes over
from him toothers, who in other countries imitated
his conduct- without any imaginable worthy motive
for doing fo. ‘The earlieft council in Spain difco-
vered a lomewhat fimilar humanity to flaves by
enjoining a :penance of feven years for killing a flave
by defign, -and five for cauling the death: of one
by accident.- ‘The moft depraved Chriftians, there-
fore, in-the pritnitive ages, were not fo depraved as
ro imagine that barbarity and - flavery, infeparable
- twins, ‘could be confiftent with the fpirit of - Chrif<
e RRAMLEY 1 oo s
- To proceed. In later times, in thofe which are
_called the middle ages, itis clear, the emancipation
of flaves was confidered as the natural effe&t of Chrif-
tian principles. ‘This is a' voluiminous fubjeét full
of various information, all tending to prove to the
honour of .Chriftianity that it contributed - more
than any thing elfe in.the world to.emancipate
flaves, to improve fociety, and to refine the man-
ners of mankind: buta hint muft fuffice here. .
We have heard much of the decline of the Ro-
man empire, and we have been told Chriftianity
S was

PR E— r———y i Ty
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was the principal caule of the difafter. We refpe&
the Roman empire. It was a fabrick of magni-
ficence, one of the noblett cfiorts of the human
mind. The Romans would be mafters, but they
were the beft ablfolute mafters in the world: howa-
ever, let not fplendour ftrike reafon blind; the
oenius of Rome was love of dominion, the means
often of obtaining it were factions in the fenate,
ftanding armies inthe field, the depopulation of one
province, the captivity of another, the reduction of
millions to an unconditional dependence on the
will of one. True it is, barbarous nations, as they
are called, rufhed into the empire, broke up the
mighty mafs ot ancient defpotitm, and crumbled
one into many independent ftites: but who will
pretend to deny that, on the whole, order proceeded
out of this confulion, and the weftern world in
general became more¢, and more rationally free.
"T"his was the declaration of feveral at the time, and
it is very credible for many reafons both of theory
and experiment. The revolution was a lofs to
‘Rome, but a gain to the world, a diminution of

“imperial dignity, but an increafe of human liberty.

However it were, this is certain: the new ftates
allowed a liberty of conicience to freemen, which
too many Chriftian emperors had denied, and one
of their firft kings, for Chriftian reafons, paid large
fums for the redemption of captives. The Van-
dals in Africa, the Wifigoths, or Weltern Goths,
in Spain, the Oftrogoths in Jtraly, the lranks in
Gaul, and other nations -of the fame 'ftock had
juft notions of civil and religious liberty, and kept
men-in bondage only til 1t became fafe to et
them ftree, always holding it confittent with the fpirit

of Chriftianity to emancipate flaves. Lven after
C their
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their coalition with papal Rome, monarchs graced
the birth of a prince with a manumiffion of flaves.
Monks purchafed children to educate, and by af-
fociating them in their order made them free.
The church freed many by ordaining them -to of-
fice. Founders transferred their flaves with their
- Jands to ecclefiaftical bodies, which improved cheir
condition, although it did not abfolutely fet
them free. Dying perfons ordered by will the
emancipation of their flaves : and all charters and
deeds of manumiffion, though mixed with fuper-
“ftitious notions, afligned Chriftian reafons, and
every body underftood chat the hiberating of a flave
was a good work, in the true fpirit of Chriftianity,
and highly acceptable to Almighty God.

Let us come home to our own country. OQur
firit known anceftors, the Britons, were wild and
free, but dupes to the barbarous ufages of Dru-
idical fuperftition. They fought, they made cap-

- tives, they burnt them in-bafkets to the honour of
theirgods. The Romans, the Saxons, the Danes,
and the Normans by various revolutions reduced
many to flavery, and none of them attempted to
____diftribute ‘univerfal freedom.- -Slavery-in a-ftate is
a deep-rooted obitinate evil, and love of dominion
1s a difpofition that thrives too well in the hearts of
depraved men. Conquerors wiil be malfters, cap-
tives muft be flaves. So lately as the fir{t year of
Edward VI, a (tatute degraded vagabonds into
“flaves. The act fays, ¢ If any perfon fhall bring
to two juftices of peace any run-nagate fervant,
~or any other which liveth idly and loiteringly by
the fpace of three days, the faid juftices fhall caufe
the faid idle and loitering fervant or vagabond to
be marked with an hot iron on the breaft with the

mark
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mark V. and adjudge him to be fave to the fame
perfon that brought or prefented him, to have to
him, his executors or affigns, for twoe years after,
who fhall take the faid flave, and give him bread,
water, or fmall drink, and reffufe meat, and caufe
him to- work by beating, chaining, or otherwife,
in fuch work and labour as he fhall put him unto,
be it never fo vile: and if fuch flave abfent himfelf
from his faid mafter, within the faid term of two
years, by the fpace of fourtcen days, then he fhall
be adjudged by two juftices of peace to be markea
on the forehead, or the ball of the cheek, with an
hot iron, with the fign of an S. and further fhall
‘be adjudged to be flave to his faid mafter for ever:
and if the faid {lave fhall run away the fecond time,
~ he fhall be adjudged a felon. . It fhall be lawful to
every petfon to whom any fhall be adjudged aflave,
to put a ring of iron about his neck, arm or leg.”
This aét was repealed two “years afterwards, but
there was flavery in England before and after this
period. In our publick records, there is a charter -
of Henry VIII . enfranchifing two flaves belonging
‘to-one of - his manors; and there i1s-ascommifiion
from Queen Elizabeth with refpeét to the manue
miffion of certain bondmen belonging to her.
There is in France a genera! law for the manu-
miffion of flaves, and though there is no fuch law
in our ftatute book, yet the genius of our confti-
tution was ever abhorrent of flavery, and now pure
and proper flavery is fo effectually done away that
a flave or negro, the inftant he lands in England,
becomes a freeman, and the law will protect him
in the enjoyment of his perfon and property. °

* Rymer.

C2 Baptili
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Baptifm is not neceflary : to breathe Britith air is
{ufficient. Perhaps the vulgar errour of liberating a
flave by baptizing him came from Africa along with
other African doctrines into the weftern world.
Happy fhould 1 be, if 1 could add, there is no
flavery in our plantations, but, although it is un-
pleafant to blame one’s nation, yet we muft fay,
and we fay it with fincere forrow, while we boaftt .
of freedom at home, and zealoufly oppofe every
attempt to diminifh it, we annually reduce a peo-
ple, who never injured us, to a fervitude unme-
rited, unjuft, and to an enormous degree barbarous,
as well as difgraceful to our country. We give.
the world leflons of cruelty, and, as we are called
Chriftians, innocent Chriftianity, guiltlefs of op-
preflion and blood, bears the fcandal. The fins of
individuals are not punifhed here, for this to them
is only a ftate of trial : but colleftive bodies fubfift
here in a ftate of rewards and punithments, and if
there be fuch a thing as national fhin, that is it, al-
{uredly, which the legiflature makes its own. 1
fear, 1 fear, the African flave trade is of this kind.
- Many plaufible arguments have been ufed to de- -
fend this traffick, but, to fay the truth, theyare all
- reducible to one, that is the gain of it. ‘What then
becomes of juftice, jultice the baie of the throne
of God*, if i1deas of gain and lofs be allowed to fup-
Ply the place of notions of right and wrong?® Gain
15 the reafon of every wretch alive for every crime
that he can commit. Why does the avaricious
render- himfelf deaf to the cries of ali the affliCted *
He faves by it. Why does he rob the fatherlels,

. and opprefs the widow ¢ He gains by doing fo.

' Pfal. xcvii. 2.

Whence
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Whence the falfe weight, and the deceitful balance,
the perpetual frauds of fome, and the violent deal-
ings of others? They are productive of money.
The bafe affaffin, why doth he plunge his execra-
ble dagger into the hearc of his benefattor ¢ He
hopes to profitby it.  Let us never quitthe ground
of eternal, immutable juflice, never imagine any
thing right that allows the propriety of lomething
unjuit and wrong: .

I recolle¢t an incident in the life of David. In
the hearing of three of his military officers, he one
day wifhed for a little water of a certain {pring.
The Philiftine troops.were then in garrifon de-
fending the fortification where the {pring was.
The officers of David broke through the hoft of
the Philiftines, probably by killing fome of the
foldiers, and certainly at the hazard of their own
valuable lives, took water of the {pring, and re-
turned with it to David. What did he? He took
the water, but recolleting what they had hazarded
to procure it, and very likely obferving they had
ftained themielves with human blood, the water
had loft its chryftal in.his eye, it feemed blood in

the cup, -he-couldnot-drink-it;” he poured-itour
with herrour, exclaiming as he looked up to the
Parent of life, My God forbid it me, that I fhould do

this thing : fhall I drink the blood of tnefe men, that
have put their lives in jeopardy! -

[ apply this to the prefent cafe. If more than
four hundred thoufand men be held in perpetual
{lavery in the plantations: if near one hundred
thoufand innocent perfons be annually reduced to
fervitude to fupply the walte: if corporal punifh-
ment, little lefs than flaying alive, be neceffary to
their degradation :- if raw falting be neceffary to

| | their
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their prefervation : if difguftful diet, if iron collars
and brands in the flefh, if  hanging, beheading,
ftrangling, burning alive, {etting heads and limbs
on poles along the highway, if only a thoufandth
part of the horrours attributed to this trade be ne-
ceflary to it, who doth not {ee that commodities

- coming through fuch hands are foaked in tears and

ftained with blood? Who doth not fay with an
apoftle, who is offended and I burn nat*? or with
David, My God forbid thas 1 fhould drink blood !

Let us leave our negro bretliren to the care of
their heavenly Father, who'will, without all doubt,
fome day make inquifition for their blood: let us
fpeak .of ourfelves. The flave-merchant protefts
he abhors injuftice, and cruelty hath no place in
his foul: Be it fo. He is a Briton, we give him
credit: A fatt it is, intended or unintended, cruelty
comes to pafs of courfe in this trafEck, and it is im-
poflible to conduct a flave trade withoutit. Asfar
as fome of you, my hearers, born free, and refined to
perfection by rank, education, and comimerce with
- the world, as far as you are fuperior to negroes, fo
- much better are you prepared to meet and fuftain
—with-prudence-an--unavoidable 1ll.*--Suppofe-a fo-
reign banditti of fable ruflians.in the night thould
attack your houfe, handcuff your fervants, plun-
der your property, feize your perfon, firip your
- wife and children, and attempt to put you ail in
chains. Would you make no refiftance ? But if
you refift, behold a plea for violence, wounds:and
death. ' If you fhould -fall a victim to fuperior
force, and find yourfelf and family on board a fhip,
beneath the hatches, deprived of liberty and light,

t 2 Cor. xi. 29.-

food
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food friend and hope, are you fure you fhould

have firmnefs enough to refift the temptation of
laying violent hands on your children, your wife,

and yourfelf 2 If you could furmount this, and if

~you fhould hereafter meet with a favourable op-

portunity to deftroy your opprefior, could you help

cleaving the barbarian afunder, although your do-

ing fo would make you appear a favage to your-
{felt # Would you avoid this, and try to regain

your liberty by exciting mutiny in hope of bring-

ing the hard heart ‘of the tyrant to relent; could

you prevent the effe¢t of his defperate rage, if he
fhould fet fire to the powder on board and involve

his world and all its inhabitants in one common de-

ftru€tion ? Even a beaft refifts, when you would

tame him to your hand, and will man refign his

maftery over himfelf without a ftruggle ? But if he

ftruggle, a conflit commences which never ends

without tranfgrefling the bounds of humanity and

juftice. '

Sorry, very forry, 1 am to be. obliged to fay :
human nature hath been affronted with the moft
brutal indignities in the perfons of negro flaves.
They. have been_won_and. loft by their. wanton._.
mafters at games of chance. When they have
e{caped, rewards have been offered for their heads,
though he, who offers a price for blood, is guilty
of telony. < [ wiligive,” faysan advertifing plan-
ter, “‘a reward of twenty pounds currency to who-
ever will apprehend the faid -negro. I will give
the fame reward for his Aead®” 1 blufh to tell,
that even in London, {o lately as the year feventy

¢ Law of Retribution. By GranvitrLe SHarp, Efg;
London, 1776, page 238. Carolina Gazette by Robest
Wells, Dec. 30, 1774. *'

€ two,
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two, an advertifement appeared in the Gazetteer of
the firft of June for apprehending ¢ An Eaft India
black boy about fourteen years of age, named ”
(1 blufth to relate this) ¢ Pompey, having round
his neck a brafs collar with a diretion to a cer-
tain houfe ¥.” Such well-attefted facts (and they
are nothing compared with what remain to be
‘told) preclude the neceffity of reflections in form ;
and | finifh by addrefling a few words to an affem-
bly that hath not loft the ufe of its reafon.

Let us put our entire love of liberty out of all
doubt to ourfelves by immediately entering into
that freedom, which reafon and revelation unite to
recommend, Let our underftandings put off pre-
judice, and lay themfelves open to rational con-,
viction, Let our paflfions difcard thofe officious
pretended friends, which if admitted will be maf-
ters, pride, avarice, envy, revenge, love of eafe,
and paffion for .power, Let us affort our com-
panions, and if we have no vices of our own, let
~ us refufe to be enflaved by the vices of our ac-

quaintance. Let our actions be juft, open, manly,
 conformable to our own convi¢tions, fuch as be-
" come free, intelligent and immortal men, Let us
 teduce our wants within the limits of our own ef-
~ forts. Above all, let us copy the life of Jefus,

for If the Son make us free, we fhall be free indeed.
- Have we children? Let us call them to our

knee, and early infpire them with the love of vir-

'w Mr. SHARP, 1n his Limitation of S/atve{;', London, 1776,
- page 35, fays, This ¢ remarkable inftance of tyranny came
within my owz knowledge. —1 inquired after the author,

- and found that he was a merchant—who fhall be namelefs.”

The advertifement fays, the boy * was named [Bob or]

. Pompey.” . ]

tuous
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tuous freedom, Let us teach them che natural
connection between civil and religious liberty, and
the indifpenfible obligation of foftering both. = Let
us fhew them where. encroachments. on natural
rights begin, and whither.they tend. Let us fet
before their eyes the fad but inftrutive hiftories
of confciences oppreflfed, property plundered, fa-
- milies divided, and flourifhing ftates ruined by
exercifes of arbitrary power. Let us thoroughly
tincture them with the doétrine of Jefus, that God
fent his Son not to defiroy mew's lives bui to fave
them. o

Let us, if we have domefticks, banifh rigour,
adminifter an ceconomy of wifdom and goodnefs,
and always remember we Aave @ mafler, a mafter
not a tyrant, iz /ieaven, a guide to us, and a guar-
dian to our fervants. -

Finally. In allcivil and political debates let us
be always on the.fide of'liberty, not of licentiouf-
nefs under the name, butof juft, equal, and uni-
verfal freedlom. May we and our pofterity eénjoy
it under the fanétion “of law! May other nations
quickly recover or obtajn. it! May flaves receive
it as foon as poffible from their mafters, left the =

-world fhould -applaud--them -in-future . for: taking .
it by force! May all the earth become in due
time, as from what hath been done we hope and
believe it will, a temple of God, and all the in-
habitants his wife'and unconftrained worfhippers |
May we pafs, when we die, into that ftite where
the flave is free from his mafter, where there is
no fin, no forrow, no pain, no death, where God
is all in all; and where glory honour and im-
mortality will be to a]g, who after the “exampl? -
~- ‘ 0




 and the will ‘o comfore thofe that mourn, to bind
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of their divine malfter ‘have had both the power

up the broken heay ‘ed; 0 ’r“’diﬂ Iibﬂ"y () ‘dpﬁ.v“., ,
and to open the prifon 1o them that are bownd.,




APPENDIX

T HIS dnfcourfc, which attempts to (hew that ﬂavery
_ isinconfiftent with the genius of the Chriftian re-

ligion, was compofed lefs for the purpofe of expofing
thc iniquity of the African flive trade, than for that of
vindicating the charafter of thé primitive Chriftians, or -
rather the credit of Chriftianity itfelf, which is: grofsl
mifreprefented- when it is. defcribed as- compauble wntK
Alavery. - Slavery in every form is unjuft and inhumin :
“but-a Chriftian religion ‘in..coalition with flavery is a
mere creature: of fancy. -.In.vain _apologifts quote.the
inftitutes. of Mofes, and. the. pradice of new: teftament
churches, for it'is not credible that aflave tradeis found<
‘ed elther on refpeét for Judaifin,. or faith in-Chrift, or
that: reafons for enflaving mankind are recommended by
a.book -:in- praife- of redemption.. ‘The  moft glorious
part: of the: hlﬁory of the'Jews ‘is: that of their aﬂi:rtmg
th_euj___ liberty:-againft - the ‘tyranny - of - Pharoah; :and: the -

- —a—a
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unifor:n fpirit-of the new teftament i 1s, Xe arc nugbt w:tb T
aprice, be not ye the fervants of men, . -
- Woar is the parent of flavery, and captmty isas ancnent K
as Nimrod. _ Tlus hero built a city, and called it Babel,
.which is a contra&non of Babbath-al, or Bab-al-am, the -
- apple of Ged’s eye. = Bab,all over the eaftyliterally means:
the court of a prince,. and -it. was perfe&ly- confiftent
with the - genius of the eafterns to affimilate fuch a court’
to the ain or pupil of a beautiful eye. T'o this they affixed
al; the name of God, which ﬁgml%:d no more: than that ig
was the moft excellent of its kind It was a divine pus.
pily: the beauty of the excellency of -the Chaldess, In. this -
name the mha itants and their kings boafted. The -
fame Nimrod ‘built other cities, and one at-leaft with
, - pa o SUrECts.
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turrets on the wals, probably for the confinement of
captives. ‘This was named Ballel, which literally figni-
fics a confufion, and figuratively a confufion of /%gbr,
owing to what is called.a blood fhot, or a blemybh in the
eye, and this apt figurc was intended to expréfg what the
carly inhabitants of the eaft thought of reftraint and cap-
tivity, From that day to this fucceflive Nimrods have
held all the eaft in bondage, and their tyranny is a de-
formity that hath ever tarnifhed the beauty of oriental
naturc, and marred the elegance of Afiatick art, |
'The Greeks:boafted of liberty.: but what was Spar-
tan liberty more than ariftocratical licentioufnefs ¢ It
becomes a Briton to think, that the celebrated Spartan
government was a difcipline founded on injuftice, fup-
ported by crueclty, inimical to population and national
- ~wealth, incompatible with commerce, arts and fciences,
utterly deftrutive of freedom and virtue,. and productive
of the very worft of: all forms of defpotifm, an obftinate.
ariftocracy. Spartan freemen were. all idle gentlemen,
who were forbidden to t:ll the ground, or prattife any
mechanical employment;, and who {pent:all their time in
- hunting, dancing, feftivalsy, amufements or war; . They
- conquered a people called Helots, and converted them all
into. flaves; ‘They made an equal. partition. of- lands
- among themfelves, and compelled the .Helots .to farm
. them for:the owners. ‘They called themfelves the Aate,
-—ard"they obliged the dégraded Helots to.perform the
whole manual labour of the republick, and with une
pardonable ingratitude and cruelty they aflaflinated them
“at their pleafure. ‘1They compelled them to intoxicate
~ themfelves, and play mad pranks, in order to teach tueir
young mafters by contraft-fobriety and gentee] behaviour,
and-this brutal practice 1s quoted without any marks of
indignation by fome moralifts. ‘The barbarous practice of
putting weakly children to death prevailed among thems
felves. "T'heir-fyftem of education was aftring of abfurditics,
and «he whole tended to fink the man in the foldier, and to
- anmhilate -domeftick virtue under pretence of publick
good. - In return for all the advantages, which the pre<
fended ftate derived from the fervices of the Helots, the
army guarded the mifcrable beings from foreign invaders,

and

1
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and protected them in the enjoyment of the bleflings of
abfolute flavery.

- In fome parts of Greece flaves were to mafters as ten
to one, and in others as twenty to onc. - By an account
taken at Athens at onc time, it appeared that there were
teh thoufand ftrangers, twenty thoufand citizens, and
four hundred thoufand flaves, and it was a fumlar
difproportion that obliged mafters every where to render
the condition of flaves moft deplorable. They were
bought, fold, tamed, employed, beaten, mutilated, or
deftroyed exaltly as beafts wete @ -and worfe than beafls
thcy were put to torture, and deprived of the means of
defence left they fhould endeavour to make: themfelves
free. © The Greek flaveholders reduced the whole. fyftem
into one fhort proverb, which pafled from them to the
Romans, Tot hofles, quot fervi, and their hiftory exem-
plified the adage, for flaves often 'mutinied, and the
flaughter of a million hath been called the falvation of
a ftate, o e - .

‘The Romans maintained the fame abfolute dominion
over their flaves, and for the fame¢ reafon. Hence it
was that, when 1t was propofcd in the fenate-to diftin~
 guifh flaves from freciaen by a certaint drefs; a fenator
oppofed the motion, becaufe he thought flaves, always
too much inclined to deftroy their- mafters, would dif-

~cover their.own fuperiority of number, ‘and be tempted
by it to refift their lords; and {ubvert the ftate. The
‘wifeft of Pagans never imagined univerfal freedom, and
the moft juft were fo far from modern manners that they
would be reputed barbarians now. - When the flaves of
he celebrated Cato had fpent their lives in his fervice,
ad became through age unable to work, Cato, that
€act pattern of punétual Pagan juftice, would not be

atthe charge of {fupporting them, but dBher turned them
oftro fhift for themfelves, or fuffered them to ftarve to
dedy in his own family. Yet Cato was not liable to be
calle to account by government; on -the contrary, go-
verntent proteted bim, and every other flaveholder, in
the glrious right of ftarving an old flave, or ftabbing a

young ne, . o

Intohis difordered world, at a proper period, God fert
forth
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forth his Son te proclaim liberty to captives » the. . TOTAL
but not the immediate ABOLITION of the flave trade.
“Here two queftions rife to view : a queftion of right,
and a queftion of falt, The queftion of right is affinned
in. the foregoing fermon, and an attempt is made to
prove that the enfranchifement of flaves is onc a& of
juftice naturally proceeding out of evangclical doétrine.
‘The queftion of fa&t, Whether the Chriftian flavcholders
mentioned in the new teftament did altually emancipate
their flaves is rather {uppofed than proved.- There are,
however, fome fubftantial evidences that the firft Chrif-
tians did not traffick in flaves, and that they emanci-
pated fuch as they had at their converfion as foon as the
condition of their affairs would permit. When flaves
were fo numerous, that one mafter had four hundred,
another five thoufand, a third twenty thoufand, a fourth
. a multitude innumerable refembling an army, it became.
. wealthy Chriftians, who probably were not of very high,
‘rank, and hud not any conﬁderaﬁle* number of flaves, to
act with all pofiible caution, and to unite prudence with
- benevolence. .. Had - they annexed manumiffion to bap-
-~ tifin, undoubtedly, flaves would have accepted the con-
~ dition, and two great evils would have followed: the
.. church would have been a crowd of unprincipled men,
. who would have difgraced the holy profeflion by igno-
.. rance and, profligacy; and the ftate” would have becn
——juftly alirmed;-left-Chriftians--fhould-arm-flaves; fubvert - -
governinent, and fet up a fecular kingdom. . It isa cha- |
ralter to the gofpel that it was cmbraced by freemen,
that in the hiftory of its progrefs flaves feldom appear ;
that when they do it is without compulfion; that on em.
bracing Chriftianity they were admitted to full religiou
~ liberty; and that the manumiifion of them was left o
the difcretion of ghe mafter to be effeited as foon as pl-
 fible without damage ¢o religion, or giving umbrag/to
- the ftate.  No other ftate of the cafe accords with a]'the
circumftances of %t. - .. L
Let anv man examine the Greek and Roman mxims
of managing f{laves, and which, brutal as thcy as, are
abfolutely neceflary to render fervitude fafe. “hen let

him inquire whether a primitive difciple of Jefshfi_ouldi
ohferve
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obferve thefe maxims., Could the mild and merciful
Chriftian afflume the haughty air neceflary to a flave-
holder to keep his flave at proper diftance, left he fhould
once fufpet himfelf of a fpecies equal to his lord? Could
a Chriftian, who had been taught not to be angry wah'
his brother without caufe, not to refift evil, to let his
communication be yea, yea, nay, nay': could he rate,
revile, beat and torture his flave? yet flaves-could not
be managed to profit without all this. Could he, who
was bound on peril of his deftrution to feed the hungry, -
to clothe the naked, to harbour ftrangers, to vifit the
fick and imprifoned Y, could he confult his-own worldly
intereft fo as to negle&t all thefe? yet on condition ot
performing all thefe kind.offices flaves were not worth
keeping. How then was it poffible for primitive Chrif-
tians to buy. flaves, or to hold them in hand? '

To thefe general obfervations, one in particular may
be added in proof that Chriftian mafters actually got rid
of flavery as faft as by any prudent means they could.
~The firft difciples of Jefus, drinking of the pure water
 of life at the fpring-head, took no oaths, bore no arms,
fhed no human blood.. A difapprobation of war includes
a deteftation of captivity, the: firft fruit of war, They
.thought, wars and. fightings originated in depraved paf- .

. fions... Their wifdom was'pure, peaceable, gentle, eafy

__to be-intreated, full of mercy: and good fruits, without
partiality and without hypocrify v, in perfet agreement

~ with the fecond great commandment, thou lEalt love

thy neighbcur as thyfelf. ’ ’

e e ek

The truth is, there were almoft from the beginning
two - forts of Chriftians: the firft, genuine difciples of
Jefus, aimed only to form . a church; the other mcant
to.form a f7ate. . Unhappily for the credit of religion the:
laft fucceeded, and introduced all the maxims of fecular
-empires, rank.-and fubordination, licentious inativity and
horrible flavery, oaths and arms, and the thedding of human
blood, and fo forccd monachifm upon reluétant nations
under the name and in the place of Chriftianity. Even
“thefe miftaken Chriftians have acknowleeged that it is

. Matt. v, v xxv. v James iv. 1, &c.
| 3 part
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a part of Chriftianity to liberate flaves : but ‘the other
clafs, though they fell into difgrace; and were diftin-
ruithed in different countries by many odious names
agrecing only mn this, that they:were non-catholicks, re-
vained the primitive - faith and manaers, and while they
practically afferted their own freedom, taught the rights

of all mankind. " ,
Thefe two do not always go together, and, to omit
other countries, France aftords an example of the moft
pointed abhorrence of perfonal flavery at. home, along
with a code of colonial law cftablithing on barbarous
nrinciplcs abfolute and perpetnal {lavery in her plantaa
tions. It was in the year 1315 that Lewis X, iflued an
ordinance, which declared : That all mankind were by
nature free-born @ that many of the common people. were
held in {ervitude for the faults of their anceftors : that the
kingdom was called the kingdom of Franks: that the
king, by the advice of his grand council, determined
the fact thould accord with the name : and that therefore
) ail flaves fhould be enfranchifed upon juft and reafonable
» wconditions. The French lawyers. do. confider this or-
dinance as putting a final period to flavery in ¥France, but
‘they do not allow that freedom originated in it : on the
contrary, they -affirm on the teftimony of ‘ancient and
“authentick writers. that, although - they know not the
" fource of the privilege, which effaced :the idea of pure
~—=flavery in"France;~ yet they-have full proof that the-¥ranks - -
- were originally free : that they were none of them flaves:
“and that if any foreign flave entered the country erying
 France and liberty, the ftate proteéted him in the enjoy-
ment of freedom, fo that his mafter could .neither- re-
cover his original coft, nor his future fervice without his
own conifent. They, therefore, regarded this ordinance
" as the reftitution of an ancient allowed right, which later
cuftoms had violated. In 1571 2 merchant of Normandy
offered to fale at Bourdeaux feveral Moors, but the par-
- liament of Guienne by a folemn decree {et them all’ at
Liberty, becaufe France, the parent of liberty, did not
“allow any flavery in.the kingdom. In the reign of
Henry [Ll. a Spanith man of war ran afhore by diftrefs
of weather near Calais, . The governour underftanding
o | " there
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there wore aboard two or three hundred Turks, . Moors,

and Barbarians, whom Spain had enfluved by the fate of
war, {eized the flaves, and fent them to the king at Char-
tres. There, as they had been inftructed, they placed
themielves kncelnw, and naked as they had ‘been abmrd

on the fteps of the church to which the king was going
to hear mafs,  On his majefty’s wrival, ina tom. whlch
only diftrefs can utter, they cried wmifericordey, miferi-
orde.  ‘The king obferved them, and after dinner aflem-
bled his council to deliber ate s and ncither the credit v ¢
the duke of Guife, who ufed all his mtucf’c, nor the me-
morial of the bpamﬂn ambaflador, who claimed the flaves

tor his courty and who urged the good undcrﬁ'mldmg
then {ubfifting between the two crowns, and further, that
accident, not defign, had brought them to Calais, nor
any other reafons could prevail againft the JoGtrine that
no flavery could be endured for a2 moment in France, and
the flaves were declared free. Soon after, they were, fhlp-
ped at Marfeilles for Conftantinople, and every man was

- complimented with a crown-piece.
The black code, as it is called, or. the roval ediét for

the government of negro flaves in the plantatlons, is dated
Vcrhllleq 168 5. It “confifts of fixty articles, of a few .
of which this s the {fubftance. No negro flaves fhall
marry without the confent of their maﬂers .. the children
of flaves belong to their mafters: no flave fhall be fuf-"
fhall flaves of difterent maf‘("rs sather together in com:
panies,. night or day, under any pretence whatever, on
pain of corporal punithment, in fome cafes of imprifon-
ment, in others of death: whatcver a flave acquires by
his own indultry, or by the liberality of others, or by any
other means, fhall belong wholly to his mafter; and no
perfon, flave or heeman, child or relation, fhall be al-
lowed to claim any fhare, all promifes and oblngatxons of
{laves being null and void, they having no power to dif-
pofe of any thing: no Qave fhall be {uftered to execute
any publick oﬂice or commiffion, or to negotiate any
bufinefs, except for his mafter : he fhall not be allowed
to give evidence in any caufe civil or criminal, and in
cafe he be heard in evidence his depofition fhall not afford

K any

---fered -to - carry any walking fticks_or oﬁenﬁve_arms mor
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any prefumption, conjecture; or fhadow of proof, but
fhall be ufed only to dire€t the judges where evidence
may be elfewhere found : no flave fha%l be a party in any
civil or criminal procefs for the reparation of outrages
and excefles ¢ommitted againft flaves: if a flave fhall
ftrike his mafter, or his mafter’s wife, his miftrefs, or
their children, fo as to fetch blood, or on the face, he
fhall be punifhed with death ; and all offences againft free-
men fhall be feverely punifhed, in fome cafes with death: a
fugitive flave fhall, for the firft time, have his cars cut off,
and fhall be markecd on the fhoulder with a flower de luce,
for the fecond he fhall be hamftrung, and marked with a
flower de luce on the other fhoulder, and for the third he
fhall be put to death: maftets fhall not be allowed to
torture or mutilate their flaves, but they may chain them,
or beat them with rods or cords whenever they think
their flaves deferve correftion : in general, flaves fhall be
accounted moveables, and fhall be fubjeét to the fame
laws' as 'all ‘the 'other chattels of their mafters. ‘The
lawyers of France obferve that this is a code of flavery in
form, and that the fervitude of negroes in their colonies
1s nearly cqual to that of Roman flaves. = B
" Pains have been taken by many gentlemen to nrove
“that there is no neceflary connection between flavery and
“cruelty,. and this may be true of a few domeftick flaves :
but whence, ‘except from the ‘neceflity of .the cafe, have

—all.‘the-laws_and-maxims-of-ancient-and-modern-flave-- -

govcfn‘tﬁ_c‘nt proceeded? Whence this uniform barbarity ?
I'he nervelefs orientals, - too idle to kill any thing elfe,
beliead and butcher flaves, The Greeks, though never
famed for fincerity, were always reputed liberal and po-
lite, yet the Greeks tortured flaves. The high fpirited
republicans at Rome, who ftabbed a Cefar for attempt-
ing to make himfelf their mafter, were themfelves the
moft defpotical of mankind to their flaves. The French,
who were never reputcd cruel, while they paid an enthu-
fiaftical homage to liberty at home, governed their plan- .
tations with a rod of iron. Even %ritain, juit in her
laivs, and gentle in her'manners, equal in her zeal for
liberty, and more fuccefsful in obtaining it than France,
hath been ‘2like inhuman in her colonial gov'em'lﬁﬁnt-of
aves.
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flaves. Whence then could cruelty proceed but from:a
conviction that many flaves could not poflibly be kept in
order without it?! It was extorted, as it always muft be,
by neceflity. What except corporal punifhment can be
infliCted on a flave ! Would you imprifon him? He is in
confinement. Would you banith him? He is banifhed.
Would you fine him ¢ He hath no property, his rags are.
not his own. Would you feparate him from his wife and |
children? They are Kis mafter’s, not his. What re.
mains! Only one thing: corporal punithment, which
muft be increafed in proportion to his offences : cut off
his ears for the firft ; cut the tendons of his hams and
Jame him in both legs for the fecond ; for the third kill
him, and, if there be a God and a future @tate, let him.
complain to him, and get redrefs if he can: but perhaps
there will be no future ftate, perhaps a negro hath no (oul,
perhaps, too, there is no God. X
- ‘The African flave-trade ‘hath long been a diftrefs to
individuals ; and now, if a judgment may be formed by
~ the numerous petitions whic{: have been prefented to par-
li?ment, the general voice is for the TOTAL ABOLITION
of it. = R X D
- There is no difficulty in determining the nature of this
trade: it is confefledly unjuft; and the danger to the ftate
from the quantum of flavery.in a plantation is not hard
to guefs. There is in Jamaica a tax or fine laid upon

- fuch-as keep fewer-than three white to one hundred black

fervants, a:g it is faid there are in the ifland about
thirty thoufand, perhaps, morec whites, and one hun-
dred and feventy thoufand negroes. Hence follows
the neceflity of feverity, - In Barbadoes the difpropor-
tion Is lefs, if, as it is faid, the whites be twenty-two
thoufand and the negroes only feventy-two . thoufand.
At St Kitt’s, the inhabitants are about forty - thoufand,
of whom thirty thoufand are blacks; and at Nevis the
whites are reputed about two or three ihoufand, and the
negroes fix thoufand. - o
Nor is there any difficulty in anfwering the argument
taken from the fuppofed natural inferiority of the negroes,
Pechaps this may not be true: and if it be, the clear con-
* E 2 clufion
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¢lufion is, that the wifc ought to protcél and not opprels
the weak. . -- | -

It hath been affirmed, that the condition of the Afri-

“cans on the flave coaft is fo wretched, that it is an aét of
mércy to tranfport them to the European plantations.

Do the negroes think: fo? And have the pianters any
Omiah to. fend back with this good news to their coun-
trymend o — 1 '

The real difficulty lies in the immediate dependence of
the plantations on the flave-tinde, for in thofe fultry cli-
mates the clearing of woods, the cultivation of fugar,
rice, and'tobacco, requirc Jabours which, the planters
affirt;’ none but: negroes can perform. . For this purpole
an annual cargo of Africans is neceflary, -and in the year
1771, forty-fcven thoufand, onc hundred and forty-fix.
were exported, and of thefe the Liverpool mcerchants car-
ried more than twenty-nine thoufand. :“I'he direct pro-
duce of thefe, on a moderate computation, amoutlits to

, one' million and a half fterling, and the indirect advan-
tages ‘which 'Britain derives from - their labours .in the
plantations'are:beyond: computation. - - '

=

- Gradually to emancipate the prefent flaves and to con-
vert them.into a veomanry, and to {upply. future labourers -
without violence, are ‘two.dcfirables of infinite confe-
quence ; butthe difficultyof cflecting thefe ends is far be-
yond the comprehenfion of thofe who have only private.

- and . partial’ information : “however, it may be belicved they

‘are’ both_within_the.reach of legiflature,~with-ample-in- -

e ———

demnity to the planters, and without diminution to the
ftate ; but'by what means muft be lcft, as it ought to be,
to parliamentary wifdom.- Mean time leveral confidera-
Yions ' encourage: people -to hope that this great evil will
in.due courfe be removed. . | -
‘The total abolition of. proper and abfolute flavery hath
been effected in:feudal- ftates, as England. and Irance,
without any-inconvenience, and with: innumerable ad-
vantages. Why fhould not the fame cffects procced trom
the fame caufe in the plantations {* Would. not free ne-
graes properly treated. propagate their fpecies. in the plan-
tations as well as on the coait of Guinea? A growth of
negroes would sender importation unreceflary, -
I C
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The Spaniards have made trial of a gradual enfran-

chifement of their flaves, and no ill confequences have:
followed. At the Havannah the purchafer of a flave is’
obliged by law to - enter the name and the price of the.

flave in a publick regifter, to allow him one day in every'

wcek tO work for himfelf,beﬁde Smdays. The 'earningf's::
of this day, if he choofe to work, -are fecured- to him by:
law, and ‘as foon as he is able to purchafe another ‘day

the ‘mafter is obliged to fell it to him at the price of ofie’
fifth of ‘his original coft, and fo likewife the remaining

four days at the fame rate as foon as the flave is able to
redeem them, after which he is abfolutely free, - ..

‘Some gentlemen have made trials fimilar to this inthe
main in the Britith: plantations with great{uccefs, and
the Americans are daily experiencing the good effets o
their efforts to the fame purpofe. 'What fhould hinder
others from imitating examples good in themfelves, and
fuccefsful inthe iffue?. R .

‘Some' of the beft informed commercial writers in

Europe affirm that the flave trade obftruéts another trade

‘better than itfelf: that Africa is the beft fituated f°1,' B
commerce of any other quarter of the world: that from

Port-Sallee to the cape of Good Hope is an extent of

about three thoufand leagues of coaft : that its rivers are.
of the firft magnitude, as the Nile and Nubia on the °
north fhore, which fall into the Mediterranean, the Ni- -
- ger which empties itfelf into the Atlantick on the weft,

the- Congo,-the_-Zairi, and. the :Loango, fouth of 'the

o

-~ line, which fall into the Ethiopick ocean on the weft fide,

beyond the gold coaft, the Natal, the Prio St. Efprit, the '
Melinda, and the Mozambo, which empty themfelves

into the Indian ocean on the eaft fide of Africa: that the

country.is populous beyond credibility, and that if proper
meafures were purfued a greater quantity of KEuropean

produce and manufattures might be exported thither than

-

to any other country in the whole world : "that there are
rich mines of gold and filver, and the fineft copper in

the world : that many parts, and particularly the banks.-

of the rivers near the. gold coaft and the flave coaft are.
capable of the beft cultivation, a temperate, fertile,
healthy and manageable foil; that cinnamon, tea, cof-

' | -~ fee,
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fee, fpices, ginger, cotton, rice, pepper, fuftic and ina

digo have fome of them thriven to admiration, and all
might do fo by proper management: that wheat and

barley are in plenty and perfetion: that the woods.
abound with valuable timber, rich fruits, and precious
ums: that there are camels, horfes, elephants, and
moft all forts of beafts : that ivory, hides, wax, ebony,
feathers, fulphur, civet, falt petre, emeralds, aloes, and
a thoufand other articles of traffick abound in the im-
menfe kingdoms of Africa: and that at the entrance of
the rivers into the fea there are excellent harbours, deep,

-~ fafe, calm, covered from the wind, and capable of being
 made fecure by fortifications. Thefe are not reveries of

landlopers, but true falts reported by feamen and mer-
chants from a&ual obfervation of the coaft, and the
African iflands, Madagafcar, St. Helens, Cape Verd,
¢he Canary and-the rcft: and they add, that the nume-
gous emoluments of African commerce are capable of

. amazing augmentation: that fuch augmentation is very
- praQicable: that the treafures of Africa are inexhauftible :

’ "

~ bly interfere with the produce of Britain: that the amount

ghat nothing which could be cultivated there could pofhi-

" of African trade muft be eftcemed fo much clear profit to
~the nation: and that nothing but the SLAVE-TRADE ob-

~ firu@s all this.

" and it was 2 maxim with them to attach the natives to

" "The Dutch have humanized the favages of - the fpice

a 5y pan

‘iflands, who were as barbarous as the African negroes,

L

themfclves by P.rdﬂ.“"d advantages of trafick more than

~ by force of arms, which they .n'éver ufed but to preferve

the dominion they had acquired by commerce. The

mighty power of the Dutch in the Eaft Indies originally

fprang from a very fmaii beginning. = Nine merchants of

Amfterdam fubfcribed 70,000 guilders, fitted out four

- fhips, which failed from the Texel 1595, and founded

-ﬂ

the Dutch Eaft India company, whofe extent of territory
and immenfe riches are known only to themfelves. It is
the {lave trade that prevents-the Europeans from forming
fimilar fettlements in Africa, for it is impoffible to cori-
ciliate the Africans while we ftir up wars among the

' negro
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negro princes for the fake of making captives of each
other for fale,

"The hiftory of the South Sea Company, and the AfB«
ento exhibit a contraft to the Dutch profperity in the
Eaft. ‘The Spaniards, having ina manner deftroyed the
natives of Spanith America, and having no fettlements
on the coaft of Africa, are obliged to contraét with foe
reigners for an annual fupply of negro flaves to work
their gold and filver mines. The contraét hath paffed
through feveral hands. The Genoefe firft engaged in :3
but they made nothing of it. ‘I'he French fucceed
them, and feemed to flourith a while, but in the end
they were fufferers.  Then the Englith South Sea
Company obtained the contradl, and undertook ta
furnith 4,800 negroes a year, for thirty years: but the
company, like the former Aflientifts, gained no advan-
tages, worfe than former contraCors they could not fulfil
their engagements, and the contralt haftened their ruin.
‘T'hat freemen may be engaged to work in mines; that
free ncgroes ‘may be induced to labour under the line ;
and that Europeans, if not wrought too hard, may be
prevailed on to work in the plantations, are pofitions in
conteftible with many : and if theyjbe. granted, it follows
that the flave tradc is a gratification of the ambition and
avarice of a few at the expence of the general profperity
of commercial kingdoms, and the ‘natural rights of mil-
lions of the human fpecies. Do the millions of negroes

. ...in bondage ever kneel down, clafp their hands, and with

dripping- eyes look upward ! Great -beﬁxg ! with what
eycs doft thou behold them'! ' "

-




