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| IT cannot be necessary for me to' inform.
the reader that Thomas Paine has written against
§ he Christian Religion; but it may not be im-
§ proper to state that he has lately done’so. The
Jcnemy of a benevolent Rehgxon himself, like
fzealots of another kind he labors in his vocation, .
§ 1o propagate his doctrines and swell the number
Bof his converts. 'The press is his pulpit; _'zmda:
Bwere there Temples in the country devoted to
§his mode of worship, he would doubtless turn
Q 'preac‘lu t00. ’* |
R In his preface Mr. Paine discloses his object :
fHe intends to destroy the validity of the New,'
Jby shewing that the prophecies of the Old Tes-
fument, have no relation to Jesus Christ. “ And
§¢if (says he) there are no such things as pro-
‘§“phecies of any such person in the Old Testa-
§“ment, the Néw Testament is a forgery of the
1¥ Councils of Nice and Laodicea, and the faith
J¢founded thereon delusion and falsehood.”
On the votcs of the councils of Nice and Lao-
Ydicca, Thomas Paine has more than once laid
Jgreat stress—* The books (he says) that now ,
§‘ compose the New Testament, were then votedi

&' for by yeas and nays, as we now voke @ law. G
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a quibble, and dishonors the man who professes
tto be the champion of Trath. Only seven of

iwere put to trial, namely ; the Epistles, to the
'Hebrews, of James, second of Peter, second of
|John, third of John, of Jude, and the Revelation.
‘Whether these should be admitted into the canon
was matter of doubt, and hence it became ne.
‘cessary for the councils to decide upon their cre.
dibility, not as we “now vote a law,” but aswe
‘try a cause in a court of justice, by the evidence
“of racts, which those parts of the New Testa.
-ment afforded themselves, or such as could be
gathered from other sources. The members §
_the councils were not legislators framing a code
~of faith, but Jurors or Triers of the truth of
parts of abook of doctrines already in existence:

And itappears, agreeably to Mr. Paine’s admis-
sion, that ¢ A great many [of the books] that

‘were offered had a majority of nays, and were
‘rejected ;” that is, there was not sufficient prodf
to entitle them to credit, and they were pro-
nounced apocryphal. 'The remaining twenty
parts had been received by Christians at the ve.
ry earliest zra of their introduction, andat all
‘times afterwards, as canonical. Thus, in the
first place, it is untrue that < The books that now
¢ compose the New Testament, were then vo-
'ted for,” because only seven out of the twenty-
‘seven were put to trial ; and it is a quibbie to
‘say they were * voted for as we now vote a law;”
‘because they were tried ‘with regard to their vé-
lidity, and not voted into existence by the coun-

cils like we vote a law, from an opinion of thei

expedicncy.
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This assertion embraces both a falsehood and.

‘the twenty-seven parts of the New Testament

tween faith and opinion.
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_ 'The vonclusion drawn by Mr. Paine, that the
New Testament is a forgery of the councils «f
Nice and Laodicea if unsupported by thewpr'oa
phecies of the Old, is by no means.a sound ene :
First, because the councils had nothing to do

with the greater part of them in their capacity of
triers : And, secondly ; if the councils had voted
all the books true, even without any evidence to|
support such a verdict, they might nevertheless
be true ; or even if false, have been the forge-
ries of other persons. . %
- But admitting the books of the New Testa-
ment to be a forgery, it is a false conclusion to
say, “ The faith founded thereon is delusion "andﬁ§
falsehood :” Because the “faith” of a christian!
rests not so much on the -gg_nuinenes;sl; of the
books which contain his creed, as upon the cor-
rectness of the doctrines which they teach. - To
turn a point of Mr. Paine’s against Mmsélf, I will
say, if the councils of Nice and Laodicea had.
fabricated the book called Euclid’s Elements, and
had afterwards voted it to be received as true

| 2nd divine, that circumstance would not have

ditered the nature of the propositions which are
lid down as Euclid’s. Neither does the impi~
tation of forgeries, with which Mr. Paine chargés
tll.e"new ‘Testament, alter the nature of the*doc.
tines which it contains ; and if those doctrines

When submitted to the examination and test oi’
human reason, appear correct, the faith which

i3 founded upon them -can neither be false nog
‘deluding. | | |

It is at all times necessary to distinguish be.

When we have exa. |

ascertained its proper- |







