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INTRODUCTION.

AS when a {chool-boy, eager bent on play, |
Towards the icy plaln dire&s his way ;
‘With fpeed he flies along, nor flacks his pace,
Nor lingers, till he gains the wifh’d-for place;
But e’er he ventures on, its {trength he tries
By ev’ry little art he can devife; |
With wary f{tep he treads, now pond’ring ftands,
Now, bolder grown, he quits the firmer land ;
Urg’d bsr defire, he ftill advances on,
Till gain’d the mld[t, and then his fears are gone s
So thus the Mufe ilfi‘deep fufpenfe furvey’d
Her vaflt defign—its great-importance weigh’d.
Refolv’d the Scripture’s Champion now to {tand,
Now thought that it requir’d an abler hand ;
All undetermin’d was my wav’ring mind,

Afraid to write, and yet to write inclin’d,

| A ~ So

i



1 | * INTRODUCTION.. .

So hard it feem’d to prove by force of words
The _do&rine {purious, deiim abfurd ;

The arguments of deifts to fefute,

Remove objettions far beyond difpute ;

And to the rational make truth appear

Fair as the morn, ang as the ﬁoon;ﬁdc clear.
Befides my pen, in college {tile untaught, °
Would by the learned be defpis’d, I thought;
- From the tall fons of rhet’ric meet contempt,
Nor from the empty critic be exempt. .

Such deep impreflions thefe refle&tions made,

That I aide my whole intention laid ;

Nor had I enter’d on the world’s wide {tage,
The Age of Reafon’s hero to engage,

But thefe confiderations thick did croud,
And with inceflfant clamour me purfu’d.
Shall crooked Error ope her impi;)us mouth,
And proudly:bid defiance to the truth?

Shall fhe, with Lkuge gigantic {tride advance,
At revelation fhake her poifon’d lance?
And fhall I not the caufe of truth efpoufe,
Defend, and alfo bid the world to roule,
Invoke each tongue, and call forth ev’ry pen,
To cruth the common foe of God and Meni?

=

Yes,



INTRODBETION. i

Yes, I, regardlefs of the critic’s fneer, = - Y
Will Revelation’s advocate appears B -
I, from t'h_e pious, thall a welcome ﬁlee%, E

And in the candid find a calm retreat;

The trav’lér, alfo, nighted on his way, ~~ -

Will joy to fee, altho® a feeble ray. |

Thus like the reftlefs deep by adverfe winds,

So adverfe paflions tofs’d my troubled mind.

At length refolv’d, determin’d, I began,
Colle&ed fit materials, form’d my plan:

Nor have my thoughts on {uch a great: concern,
Without deep ftudy been together drawh. _

I heard, all ear, the Age of Reafon read,

And mark’d the author in his heavieft tread ;
Where he, with firmeflt gra{p, the pillars prefs’d,
On which the Chriftian’s hopes of comfort reft:
Then try’d the {ubje, big with myftery, |
How far confiftent with the Deity ;

In Reafon’s feales I weigh’d each evidence,

For {cripture as for deifm’s defence ;

Nor was I bias’d from a principle

Of education, or of party zeal ;

But ardent fought the truth to afcertain,

Free to embrace it, tho’ reveal’d by PAINE :
A 2 Nor
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Nor think me impious, *caufe I this aﬂ'erf,

Life blame the Turk who with his koran parts. .
The Turk and Chriftian each himfelf deceives,
Who ne’er inveltigates what he believes.

Full oft, when Night within her fable veft
Had wrapt the world, and men were {unk to reft,
Soft balmy flumber from my eye-lids fled,

And Twilight found me reas’ning in my bed ;
A demonftrative proof at leaft to find,

Of that which moft concerns the human kind.
The world, to whom this Treatife I prelent,
Mutft judge how far it anfwers the intent.

SCRIPTURE



SCRIPTURE AND REASON,
4 POEM.
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Thou, whofe eye pervades immenfity,

4 Who ever was, and ftill the fame muft be!
Whofe boundlefs power and wifdom vaft unknown -
The rolling fpheres in filent language own!
Great God! I thee invoke, my foul infpire -
With energy—with pure poetic fire!
Illume my darkmnefs, O thou fource of light!
Dire&t my pen, O guide the Mule’s flight !
As vent’rous on in queft of Truth fhe {oars,
The pathlefs deep of Myftery explores ;
‘Where Rea{bn, led by Faith, implicitly
Gropes in the vale of dark uncertainty.
*Twas at thy call, Omnipotent, up fprung,

~ And in vacuity {ufpended hung,
The
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The lump inanimate, unfafhion’d, rudc,
The homogeneous mafs of matter crude,
Of which creation, formlefs, till by thee .
Reduc’d to form—exactteft fymmetry.
Then, by thy finger touch’d, amazing fcene !
Was put in motion Nature’s vaft machine ;
Revolving orbs began their myftic dance,
And ope’d the fchool of Science in th’ expanfe.
Thus the Almighty formd the fabric fair,
And {fwath’d the new-born worlds in ambient air :
Then grew beneath his forming hands, the frame
Of man, and he a living foul became.
Perfeftion, with her fignet deep imprefs’d
“The fpacious whole, but chief the human breaft.
Had ought imperfett been of all that was
- Created by the firlt myfterious caufe, -
*Twould argue in the Deity defe&,
Impeach, as lacking fkill, the architet;
How would it plunge us in a vaft abyfs
Of endlefs reafoning, fuch a thought as this !
Man, a fair tranfcript of th” original,
All rectitude, nor fpot was found at all
Right Reafon rul’d the little rifing {tate,
And ev’i‘y paflion kept fubordinate.
| | ‘But
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But fay, was man when from-his Maker’s hand
Thus perfet fent, was he decreed to ftand .
Invariably thée fame, or free to {werve,
Abufe, or-elfe his rettitude preferve ?

Was there in man a pow’r inherent, fay,
To ferve, or his Creator difobey ¢

If not, it follows man at beft had been

No bettar than a well-contriv’d machine ;
And if deny’d the freedom of his will,

For a&ions furely not refponfible, .
Bound by neceflity, he difobey’d,

Or forc’d obedience to his Maker paid.

Crude contradition, this abfurdity,
Debafing ManN, but more the DzeiTv.

But grant to man free agency, as juft

A pow’r to curb, or yield to latent luft;

It follows that a rule muft have béen given,
A: moral law prefcrib’d for man by heav’n; -
A law exaltly fuited to his {tate,

By which he might his aGtions regulate;
Hence it is plain, refponfible to be,

For breach of duty in the leaft degree:
‘This, I prefume, will evidently clear,

To ev’ry fober thinking man appear ;

But
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But how reveal’d to man-his Maker’s will, .
Say, verbally, or written legible? -

- On the creation’s ample voluiime, where - -
Man might behold in charaéters. moft fair : - -
*Tis fo, the Deift faith, nor'needed more: - -
To influence man his-Maker fo adore -y
*There he the figns of Deity might trace, =~
His pow’r, his wifdom, providence, and grace 3
No otirer rewvelation eer bas been,

But this which is i the creation [een ;

This can alone, zmcba'ng’d by man remain, -
All other, then, fuperfluous is, and vain.
Thus much the Deift, and in anfwer, I,
To his aflertion, heterodox, reply :

As our firft parent in probation {tood,

So heav’n all wife; all holy, juft and good,
‘Was bound fuch light on Adam to confer,
"That he, through lack of knowledge, might not err.
Hence man was furnifh’d with a reafon clear,
With {enfes, ieeling, {mell, taile, eye, and ear. -

]

* The fubftance of tlie lines printed 1a Ttalics throughout the
work 15 taken from the Age of Reafon. |

By
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By thefe, as channels, were ideas brought,
Arrang’d in order at Refleftion’s court;
His wond’ring eye might evidently trace,
The firft great caufe in Nature’s lovely face;
By pleafing tafte, by fmell of fragrant flow’r,
By feeling, feel himfelf th’ Eternal’s pow’r:
But what idea of the great I AM,
Through the fair portals of the hearing came ?
>Tis known that if the ear had heard no found,
The pliant tongue would ever have been bound 3 |
No fenfe of hearing, then the Deity
Unfung by lyre or vocal {trains would bey
- -Hence I infer, as {peech to men alone
Belong, nor to the brute creation known,
- That founds diftiné&, articulate, and clear,
Have penetrated firft the human ear;
Words of the moit import, no doubt he heard,
When firflt the door of hearing was unbarr’d ;
But what of moft import for man to learn,
What was it that would Adam molt concern?
Surely to know the ftate in which he {tood—
A threaten’d evil, and a promisid good.
Is it abfurd to think the Deity,

Whofe works are done in order, harmony,
B - Would
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Would deign his new-made creature, man, to teach
His {ov’reign will, when firit man breath’d by fpéech!
‘How would the accents fink upon his foul ?—
‘Solemn, as when the diftant thunders roll!
Perception’s calm refleCtion would awake,
The pliant tongues in praife its filence break. .
Think not that I th” Almighty would confine,,
T effett, by fecond caufes, his defign ;
No : I am confcious, heav’n need but to will,
>Tis done by pow’r incomprehenfible:
¥Heav’n, doubtlefls, without fecondary aid,
The gift of {peech to man might have convey’d ;
But {urely ’tis moit rational, molft plain,
That man the pow’r of fpeech did thus obtain ;
If fo, then furely deifm is vain. | |
I grant that Adam might in nature read

Inftructive lectures, legible indeed ;
Might well conclude, from what he faw around,

The fpacious heav’ns and earth with verdure crown’d,
‘There was a caufe, a great Eternal One, '
Who, whatfo€’er his eyes beheld, had donej;

Whofe pow’r and wifdom fo refulgent fhone,

Who form’d him man, he ought t_d love alone.

But fay, did .Adam know he was to die,

Or could the works of Nature tell him why 2
Why
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Why doom’d,’ reluétant, to refign his breath,

In pain and ficknefs clofe his eyes in death ?
Could he, by contemplating’ Nature, learn

His diflolution in the leaft difcern ?

If not, this knowledge muft have been convey’d
A revelation unto Adam made; |

¥or {ure, when man into exiftence brought,
Found in himfelf a principle of thought;

When firft to heav’n he rais’d his wond’fiﬁg eyes,
’T1s nat’ral this refleCtion would arife;—

¢ What am 1? Say, from whence, and how I came,
% Muit I for ever be as now the fame?

‘¢ Or at fome diftant period change my f{tate,

¢“ Again become extinét, annihilate ?*’

And if conftrain’d to wait till time fhould prove
The doubtful cafe,~—~uncertainty remove,

How would it mar the joys which heav’n had fent,
- While man remain’d in fuch predicament—
Thought on the rack of keen Enquiry toft,

In endlels fearch, in pathlefs labyrinths loft !

- But heav’n, delighting not in human woe,

_ Reveals to man what needful is to know,

That is relating to his prefent {tate,

What moft may tend his peace to confummate.
- B 2 | | | >Tis
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*Tis folly, and prefumption too, in man,,.
To with for more the Deity to fecan:
Hence as ideas by peréeptipn find,
Or through refle&ion enter to the mind;
It follows; then, by one of thefe two gain’d,
That knowledge* firft by man had been obtain’d ;
But as, by contemplating Nature’s frame,
No idea of man’s diffolution came
As neither feeling, fmelling, tafte, nor fight,
Could on the {ubjett caft the {malleft light,
It follows, therefore, that man mult have known, °
Have had th’ idea through the ear alone;
As man, ’tis prov’d, did in probation f{tand,
Refponfible for breach of Heav’n’s command,
Free in himfelf his duty to fulfil,
And ad&t obfequious to his Maker’s will:
So when th’ Almighty did his'mandate give,
Man heard, do this or die, reverfe to live.
>T'was then the dread 1dea he receiv’d,
Yoo littlé was-the threaten’d death believ’d ;
But this objeftion doubtlels will arife,
Tho’ Adam could not learn from earth nor fkies,

. % The knowledge of,deaﬁh,

From
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¥rom ftudying Nature; afcertain that he
Was doom’d to die or live eternally;
Yet juftly this conclufion he might draw,
If e’er a. breathlefs bird or beaft he faw,
"That he would alfo ceafe to live and move;
‘What he beheld in part to him did_,f.pfove:
I grant it juft, admit it all to be, -
Yet Adam ftill would be quite out at lea,
Should this refleftion rife within his breaft,
Will fpirit, ftripp’d of matter, ftill exift? |
Will thought, when from the body, live diftinct ?
Or {eparated, will it be extin&t ? |
Say, then, could man from what he might {ee die,
Refolve the doubt—the Gordian knot untie ?
No, reafon calls for revelation’s aid |
To guide her through, beyond death’s gloomy fhade;
All elfe inadequate, the world muft own.
"This molt important }fubje&:- to make known s
But why was Adam, as are all mankind,
Yo taite the bitter pangs of death confign’d ¢
Say, author of the Age of Reafon, why I
Were Adam and his offspring doom’d to die ?
Death‘ev’ry cent’ry {weeps the ﬁage'of life, |
While others prefs to at a-fcené of ftrife: ,
| Thus
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Thus generations on each other hurl’d, =~ .
Pafs 6’er the bridge of time, then quit the world.
I afk the fource of Common Senfe again, |
Say, canit thou tell the obvious caufe P—explain ;
Obvious, indeed, to each impartial mind, |
Altho’ unfkill’d in fcience, unrefin’d ;
No need to travel ito_ the fixed ftars,
Through fields of =ther roam to fearch the caufe ;‘
No need to trace the paths of comets dire,— |
At ev’ry planet for the caufe enquire:
No : nearer homie may find intelligence ;
Man, in thy breaft read difobedience:
Can we fupp‘ofehthat God all wife and good,
Th’ eternal ~fa:;)urclzaﬂ"_ of all perfection, would
Give life to man, that he -might only know
- {Unknown to none) anxiety and woe ?
What fon of man, exhetinqpt from trouble found
Difeafe and ficknefs .cq‘mpafs all around ? -~
Brought forth in forrow, Lo! he lives in pain,
Then drops’into his mother earth again.
‘Was it confiftent with the 'Deity,
To {entence man to death and mifery?
Fer hé, by fome offence, juft caufe-had giv’n, |
Brought on himfelf the killing wrath of heay’n?
Can
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Can God, like fome great defpot, fraught with pride,
Borne down the ftream of Paffion’s rapid tide,~—
Can he to thew his pow’r, to gratify |
His caprice, thus create mankind to die?
No: far the thought from me—from all be drn 1,
Righteous and true are all the ways of heav’n;
>Tis man has broke the law his Maker gave,
By fin brought death, and ope’d the yawmng grave 3
And num’rous evils, buriting like a flood,
Have fince that time delug’d the world with blood :

Grant, then, man fallen, heav’n fiill is juftify’d,
If not, the truth of God muft be deny’d ;

But God is juft, and cannot but be {o,
Man he has finn’d, and f{in has brought his woe:

If man be as he was created, then |
No moral evil would be known to men;

But {urely evil is in all men found,
Its dire effe@ts throughout the world abou‘n'd :

See rage burft likea defolating ftorm,
Aflault mankind in ev’ry hideous form ;
Millions, beneath Oppreflion’s iron rod, .
Are crufh’d, and Vi’lence fills the world with blood.
Wild Difcord hurls the apple from her hand,
And hoftile armies thick in battle ftand; =
| Contention
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Contention wraps th’ abodes of men in flames,

All, all in Reafon’s ear man’s fall proclaims.

Hence it is obvious, Adam did by fin

Give evil in .our nature—origin ;

Imbib’d the poifon at the fountain-head,

No wonder through the ftream it fhould be fpread.
As the all wife Creator had defign’d

‘That Adam he fhould generate his kind,
Produce his likenefs, which, before the fall,
‘Was a fair tranfcript of th’ original;

The image of his Maker, God exprefs,

‘Which doth confift in moral righteoufnefs 3
And as included in his loins would be

The wholé of man, his num’rous progeny,

It follows, tilen, of courfe, when Adam fell,
~When he againft his fov’reign did rebel,
That we, then in his loins, would with him fall,
One common fate was to include us all ; |
But as our in was {eminal as .dﬁe,

Our punifhiment it fhould have been fo too;
‘What then the confequence? amazing thought!
Man to exiftence never had been brought ;

For had our fire receiv’d his juflt defert,

(We in his loins, and of himfelf a part)

' Muft
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Muft have remain’d in him eternally,
To {uffer for offending Deity ;
Unlefs fome fatisfaltion adequate,
Could have been made man’s crime to palliate
Strict juftice doth admit of no relax,
But on the guilty to the full exalls;
As for annihilation, ’ twouldevade'”:
No recompence that way to juftice made
A free difcharge to man had then been giv’n,
'Who, tho’ extinét, would triumph’d over heavn. -
But men exift; and hence ’tis evidént,
Adam has been-exemﬁpt from punifhment :~—
That is, his firft offence has been forgiv’n, °
By virtue of atonement made to heav’n;
Of confequence, his then included feed,
The millions that were from him to praceed
For {ure, had juftice not been fatisfy’d,
‘We muft, with Adam, in his loins, have dy’d ;
'That 15, in him endur’d th’ Almighty’s curfe,
A deathlefs death, than worft of evils, worfe ;
T l}us men exifting, evidence to all,*
Man’s reftoration from his rueful fall,
Here let the {peculative Deift read
A paradox, complex to him, indéed§

- C By
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By man came dedth and all the ghaftly train,

The king of terrors, anim’d with mortal pain; |

By man, the reflurrettion from the dead,

Death and deftru€tion by him.captive led.

I afk the Deilt, {ay, what recompence

What fatisfaétion for the.lealt offence.

Againft thy great Creator’s juft commands,

Whofe juftice, unrelenting, full demands?

Or art thou, as thy Maker, holy, clean ?

Let Confcience fpeak, that monitor within ;

Did Confcience ne’er, ‘when prompt to fpeak -thy
tongue,

Prevent the lie, with ¢ thou art doing wrong ¢’

Art thou a {tranger to its thund’ring call,

The voice of Confcience heard fo oft by all?

Has keen Remorf{e, not once for altions palft,

Or confcious Guilt, caus’d pain within thy breaft ?

And is, offending heav’n’s Almighty Lord,

(Who ought by all his works to be ador d)

Is 1t of no import to thee at all

Beneath th’ Eternal’s fiery wrath to fall ?

Say, will repentainice for s length-of time-—

Vihli floods of tears: pour’d ferth ‘wafh off’ the crime?
No:
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No : thy offence, fond man, adjudg’d will be
According to th’ Almighty’s dignity ;

Infinite juftice, infinitely claims, L
Till then, unfheath’d, the Sword of Vengeance flames. -
I afk, what l*éﬁitution-can’{’t thou make, -

'To one whofe life, perhaps, thy hand might take?
Canft thou recall again the fpiri‘t fled,

Or raile the breathlefs body from the dead ¢
Much lefs canft thou atonement make to heav’n,
Yor one, of numberlefs, offences given; . |
And art thou bent, determin’d ftill to play

The madman’s part, nor Beafon’s voice 'obey.? '
Still to refufe the rich provifion made, |
The Mediator’s interpofing aid?

'The only mean, all other means are vain, °

By which mankind falvation can obtain :

‘Why f{tart to hear a Mediator nam’d,

The do&trine of a fubftitute proclaim’d
Prepofterous the idea! doft thou cry,—

Unjult that one fhould for another die

I grant, with mortals, ’tis unjuft, indeed,

To fuffer man for others’ crimes to bleed ;3

Each for himfelf, alone the {mart muft feel,

Nor {ubftitute allow’d to fheath the fteel 5

C 2 s
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It argues human inconfiftency,

When human laws with reafon difagree! §
- But let us now fuppofe fome defpot Lord
PTOVElj‘b’]Y jllﬁ, {trict, pun&ual to hisﬂword,;
Ena&s a law, its nature and intent, ’

To prove his {ubjets evil to preventﬁ

And he who dares the royal mandate break,

A fatisfaétion with his life muft make.

Ere long, the Sov’reign’s Son, his beft belov’d,

Is to his Sire accus’d, and guilty prov’d;

- Mercy inclines the Sire his Son to fave,

But, with his law, the fentence, too, he gave.

I afk, then, was it juft the Sire fhould die,

His Son to fave, the law to fatisfy ?

Remind, the Givetr of the law’s tonone
Refponfible, but to himfelf alone.

*Twill, doubtlefs, grate upon tﬁy tender ear,

And fhock thy infant féelings, this to hear :

But fay, that pow’r which rides upon the {torm,
"That walks in darknefs, wonders to perform ;
Who clothes himfelf with Light and Excellence,
Whofe loins are girded with Omnipotence,
Say, fcientific fage, why might not he, |
In human nature veil divinity ? !
. ~ Nﬁght
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Might not the rays of Deity divine,
Unveil’d (too ftrong for fenfe) thro® matter thine,
And in the form of mortal man fulfil
The pre-determin’d courifels of his will ?
And as by man his fov’reign law was broke,
Bear in himfelf for man th” avenging f{troke ;
By this to favour rais’d, the fallen race,
The covenant of Works; iow chang’d to grace,
The Deift next-exclaims, The my /a’ery,
The arithmetic of chri ﬂmmty 3
That three diftinét are one, as one exift, -
*Tis myflery this, or rather, mift on mifg:
A contradiftion this in terms implies,
Of confequence the Chriftian fy/lem lies,
T he effence, fure, of all abfurdity
Sprung from the tail of Heathen *thology.
In anfwer, let me afk the learned fage,
‘T'he wond’rous wonder of the prefent age,
Say, canft by fearchings, to perfetion find,
Fathom the depth of the Almighty’s mind ¢
;Can& comprehend the pow’r which. gave the earth
And all her neighb’ring fifter planets birth ?
Or have the mafly -orbs by thee been weigh’d,
Or by thy finger .was the: balance ftay’d ? |
| ' - Canft
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Canft thou the ftars, their diftance, number, tell,

Or on thofe worlds what fort of natives dwell ?
Are they obedient, fay, or prone to crimes,
And what the nature of thofe diftant climes ¢
Will Tempeft rend the rocks at thy command,
Or element’ry troops in battle ftand ?

No, {urely no; th} firength, thy wifldom fmall,
Compar’d with God, it nothing is at all :

Too dim is Reafon’s eye to reach the height, -
Tho® {cience lends her glafs to aid the fight;
Thou doft aclanOWIedge, yes, thou doit it own,
God only to himfelf 1s fully known ;

‘Why, then, doft thou deride that myltery,
Becaufe it inconfiftent feems to thee ? .

A footy native of the torrid zone,

An artlefs Indian, to the world unknown ;
Tell him of icy mountains form’d by froft, -

Or fields of mow, how would his mind beloft ?

What grofs ideas of a frozen {tream,

How contradiftious would the {tory {feem-?
Hence it 13 plain, truth may ablurd appear,
When plac’d beyond the limits of our {phere;

And what a contradiftion feems. to thee,
Perhaps th® effet of ignorance may be.



(23 )
So little doft thou know of God, at moft
He doth exift, but how thou nothing know’ft ;-
Nay, man is altbgether myftery,
I’d almoft faid a fecond T rinity ;
The mental pow’rs compofing man, the whole
Can but, in f{iricteft fenfe, be call’d one foul ;
And tho’ diftin& each faculty, as one
They all exift, and a& in unifon.
But might not God affume a vehicle,
A human form, his purpofe to fulfil ;
Be here converfant, at this time exprefs,
And act the fame at the Antipodes?
Perplexing this, hard to conceive, indeed,
Yet, fure, the Deift will admit the creed :
Acknowledge, then, nor thus molt impioufly,
Defpife the Chriftian faith—each myltery ;
Why het’rogeneous falthood are they term’d,
When by {ub{tantial evidence confirm’d ¢
This proves the feripture’s Origin Divine,
As years roll round the truths more clearly fhine;
Prediftions op’ning to th’ attentive mind, |
Leave not the thadow of a doubt behind ;
Look on the facred page,* and there behold,
The fate of rifing empires clear foretold ;

* Daniel, Chap. 7.
Read
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Read there the curfe dencunc’d on:Ifrael’s finy,
And atk the Jews how far fulfill’d has been ; -

The Roman Eagles, at Jehovah’s call,
Rapacious_on devoted victims fall ;

Firm in their talons grafp.the helplefls prey,

From Salem bear the haplefs-tribes away ;

Scatter’d abroad, fince then they rove around,’
O’er all the earth like fugitives are found;

No reft the foles of Hebrew feet can find, . -
A proverb and a bye-word to mankind; -
Oft from one nation to another driv’n,

A prey to cruel perfecutors givin..

Now, ye impartial, read the prophely,*

Judge, doth it not with what I’ve faid agree?.
Again, fee Babylon,{ the ploud the great,

How amply’s been fulfill’d her threaten’d fate?® '-
Where now, the iron walls, the gates of brals,

The cloud-capt towers, demolifh’d all, alas !

All but the mem’ry to oblivion hurl’d

Of Babylon, once miftrefs of the world 3 -

Where once was heard harmonious pleafing founds,
Where gorggpus temples did the profpect bound

* Deuteronomy, Chap.; 28

. '\' Iraia.h, Chap‘ 13-
Now
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Now fcreeching owls difguft the trav’ler®s ear;
And hifling reptiles fill his foul with fear:
Horror, in fhort, broods o’er with raven wings,
The once fair feat of proud Affyria’s kings.
Are thefe no {triking proots of prophecy,
‘Which proves the truth of chriftianity ?
Indeed the two {o clofely do connelt,

Who doth the one, the other muft rejeflt; -
Perhaps aware of this, the Deilt doth,
Without referve, deny the truth of both
Not récolle&ing that he form’d his plafni
From {cripture, pourtray’d out—the Rights of Mans
Unwdrthy Paine, {fuch inconfiftency,
Firft to admit, then reje&, prophecy.

Again, e’er the Mefliah did appear,

(Whofe name let all the fons of men revere,)
Did no predition previous notice give

Of his approach, to thofe who then did live?
Confult the Jews, their records teftify,
. Altho’ themfelves the Lord of Life deny 3
‘Nor vaunt with indire& ironic words,

The ]ew‘sh prove chh‘ri[’ci_’anity abfurd :
i Did not the Jews, do not their progeny,

Look for the Prince foretold by prophecy ¢
| D | They
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They do believe, and thou doft, too, confels,
That Chrift did liv e—-—taught moral rlghteou{'nefs H
Now feventeen hundred years have roll’d around,
Have they at all the promis’d Saviour found ?
Or has the fign of Chrift appear’d fince then,
Of his approach to thefe deluded men ?
Mifled, like thee, by grofs ideas vain, 1
They look for Chrift t”* erect an earthly ragn ; |
To bow the nations to his mighty fway,
And make the wotld, fubvervient, them obey;
Contrary to the word of prophecy, |
“Which had declar’d he Prince of Peace fhould be.
>Tis obvmus, then, to the impartial eye, N
The caufe why Jews the Chriftian icheme deny 5
But let us weigh th’ internal evidence, |
The gofpel teaches love and innocence ;|
It clearly points the way to happinefs,
Exhorting all niankind to live in peace;
As ye would men fhould do to you again,
So do to them—the gofpel rule is plain; =~
TFach brutal paflion of the human {oul
The gofpel fubjugates, reftrains the whole
In fhort,”’tis calculated to refine,
"To make men more angelic, more divine.

But
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But tho’ the gofpel merits higheft fame, )
The Deilt thus againit it doth exclaim;—

That ’tis a fraud impos’d vipon mankind,

1 firmly am perfuaded in my mind ;- %
Whether th’ aflertion is more bafe than weak,
Judge, ye unbiafs’d, which it moft befpeaks :
But I am bound to hope in charity, -
¥From m'ra;}t of cool refleCtion it may be,

Not rightly weighing chriftianity.

Now let us for a moment contemplate,

And try the {ubjeft to inveltigate;

That fuch a man as fefus Chrift did live,
Thow doft admit, thou full afent doft give ;
And fzzrtber; dof? ac/mawfedgé, own, that he
Inﬂruﬁed men in found morality :

The bafe corruptions of the Fews expos’d,

The pride and av’rice of their pricfls difclos’d ;
Tor this incurr’d their moft inved rate rage,
Nor could bis life their enmity affuage
That Pontius Pilate did him crucify,

Thou dof? confefs, nor ought of this deny.
Now, let me alk, fthould we.a man beheld,

% Oppoling ev’ry vice, undaunted, bold,

g. . D 2 ..+ ..Whole
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Whole condut with his do&trine coincides, -
The {crutiny of Envy’s eye derides; |
‘Who dares reprove the opulent and great,
When from the path of truth they deviate;

A. patient {uff’rer, tho’ by men revil’d, -

Regardlefs of the world, its frowns or fmiles;

Who, rather than his upright courfe refrain,
Submits to die, by nioit exqﬁiﬁte pain ¢

Could we fuppofe tliat fuch 2 man defign’d

T? impofe upon the world~—deceive mankind ¢

No : fuch a thought would fhock Humanity,

A bafe infult on Common Senfe *twould be:

Surely we muft admit the evidence,
‘When ’tis, by Reaforn, offer’d to the fenfe. |
‘When then impos’d, by whoni contriv’d the fcheme,
The fraud as bafelefs as the Deift’s dream ;

¥1ad Judas known the fraud, indeed, ’tis plain,
‘I’would not have been detetted by a Paine s

Or had his fellows, when they faw their head

Upon the crofs fufpended, bleeding, dead ;
Would they not then confounded have retir’d, -
And left him with his prlojec'"’ts to ’ve expir’d !
Surely ’tis nat’ral to fuppofe they would,~—-
What hope of fruit, when blafted is the bud?
~' | When
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When from his gloomy cell Mahomet came
To broach his hellith frand by fword and flaine,
Had he deteted been, crufli’d in the rife, |
With him had perifh’d, doubtlefs, all his Hes. -
Grant, then, the airy fraud, by Chrilt alone _
Contriv’d, conduéted, nor by others knownj;: |
Yet; furely, when by Pilate crucify’d, | ﬁ
The fraud, with its inventor, then had dy’d ;
His foll’wers, doubtlefs, would have been difpers’d,
In hift’ry, only, the aftfair rehears’d:
Sure, then, the Deift muft, he can but own,
- That Chrift could of the fraud have nothing known.
- Then, let me afk agaln, by whom the fraud,
”' And when of the deception firlt was heard ?
f Here Taomas Paine has acted but unkind,
; To leave me both the men and time to find.

It leems moft likely,.then, to have been fpwad
"W1th the report that Chrift had left the dead;
Upon the truth of this depends my all,

; And if Chrift rofe,.then deifm muft fall.

;Tbe evidence jfor- this, the Deifl faith, L

t Is not fufficient to fupport the faith ;

5ﬂ?zd to maintain bis whim, drag.v to 1he bar,

Lq___'
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Half Unbelzqf; that isy be never faw ;
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Of conﬁgu}enc'e,ubfs fiith be will not reff T
Or what another pe:ﬁn doth-atteft ; o
Adding, that Chrift fhould have, like a balloon,
Burft from the gr*avé at the full blaze of noon ;
To all Ferufalem at leaft bave been,
(Why not to the Antipodes, too, feen)
But here a numbfr, not exceedmg ten,
Muft be made proxies for a world of men. '
From what the Deift faith, one might conclude,
Had there but been a lai‘ge promifcuous croud,
BHad all Jerufalem been there to view,
The refurreftion; doubtlefs, would be true:
As well might Paing, like Dypimus, have faid,
¥’ll not believe that Chrift rofe from the dead,
Unlefs in France I alfo fee him rife ;
¥Yor fure his argufnént thus much implies.
Judge, then, how hard a tafk ’tis to convince
A Paing, of faithlels Taomases the princel
But why the refurreftion falthood termi, ’
Becaule a nation did it not affirm ?
A nation own’d, all Ifrael heard and faw,
When God from Sinai thunder’d forth his law !
And yet doft thou their evidence refpect ?
"Fhou doft the croud of witnefles rejedt.

' Here
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Here PAINE, oppoﬁng THOMAS, all may fee,
How, then, fo inconfiftent.canit thou be?
Sure, could the Jewifh priefts have prov’d this charge,.
They doubtlels would unto the world at large;
But where the proof? found in what nation, clime?2.
Doft thou reply, ’tis loft through length of time?
Why not the refurreftion evidence ?
Is fraud than truth preferv’d by Providence?
But afk thy boalted friends the Jews to lend,
With their united aid—the caufe defend :
The body of th’ impoftor was, they fay,.
Purloin’d by his difciples—[tol’n away, -
Whiile faft afleep the Roman foldiers lay.
But fay, by whom the theft was feen, who told ?
 (Perhaps the fleeping foldiers might behold).
'Here the unprejudic’d will fee, the Jew,
%Not knowing, prove the refurre&tion true;
For while the body ftolen they atteft,
iChrch’ death and burial 1s by them confefs’d
And that they knew,-ere Chrilt was crumfy’d
He’d of his refurrettion teftify’d ;
Elfe why the foldiers fent the tomb to guard,
jilf of this matter they had nothing heard ?

5 , | _ - But
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- But to proceed s what end defign’d by thofe, - - “
‘Who did th'e pious‘fr'\ud at firlt impofe ? o
Tﬁey meant by tbm zmpcy“ ing on mmzicmd

A veformation of mythology, |
Do purge the world from grofs abfurdity,-
A noble motive, furely, to induce
~Rational minds to {uffer all abufe:
What treatment elfe could they expe& to find, -
Who ’pos’d the then perfuafion of mankind ?
They muft, they did, incur their Ceafar’s frown,
Embrace the crofs, and to the axe bow down 5
Undaunted f’tem the tide of Pagan rage,
Brave all the infults of a viclous age;
Met death, in ev’ry hidecus form, unaw’d,
And all to propagate a well-known fraund :
How light is thy affertion found, when laid—
When in the {cales of Truth by Reafon Weighfd?'
Declare, ye Deifts, anfwer, can ye fhew a
An inftance of like nature? Surely, no:
If in the annals of fix thoufand years,
Point out the mouldy page where it appears.
Judge ye impdrtial; ve judicious, then
How likelj ’tis a fraud impos’d on men ¢

-~ But
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;B@t were the gofpel-founders void of light,

gf true prophetic heav’nly knowledge quite ?

'I'hat furelt mark by which mankind might fteer
Wlde froni the funken rocks of Error, clear.
To future ages, furely, prophecy

The only evidence of truth muft be.

I aﬂ;, had they not their credentials feal’d,

By gift of prophecy, from Heav’n reveal’d ?

Let an attentive eye, with candour, read

That facred book, defpis’d by thee, mdeed -

ﬂe muft confefs the rays of pow’r divine,
Gonfplcuous in the revelations fhine ;

‘|;1

Look round, aftonifh’d fee, how papal Rome

Now {inks beneath a long-fince threaten’d doom;

He, to whom princes bow’d the {fuppliant knes,
And own’d their head infallible to be:

How is the blaze of glory turn’d to fhame,
And Popilh pow’r derided as the name.

Who, then, can doubt the revelations given,
.[‘o animate the Chriftian, fent by heav’n ?

But once again, ere from her tow’ring flight
Rhe Mule defcends, from the celeftial height;

[ 'ln,.,d'i.-l

Wa.y I, nor be irrational, prefume,
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When from Vacuity’s unfathom’d womb,

Ly

7 "& .
, Jéﬂ E.
Ry

A 1*,'““!
‘ T

. ‘l"“i
. Ak & wt
.
et
]
n..h']‘
L

This



¢ 34 )

This world burft forth, amidft éerulean air}

To diftant worlds appear’d a plaret fair;

Man {foon to being call’d, in mind mature,

As firm of nerve, as.intellets were pure;

Fixt on his mind, his birth would doubtlefs be,

And oft recounted to his progeny s

‘With what delight, (imagine) would they hear

‘Their aged fire the wond’rous tale declare s

How would they catch the accents as they fell,

Implore, when done, the tale again to tell? |

They to their offspring, doubtlefs, would make knows -

What the grandfire had to their fathers fhewn

And tho’ by fome forgotten, as a dream, '

Th’ event, loft in oblivion’s pitchy ftream 4

Yet {till by others it retain’d would be,

‘Tranfmitted by them to pofterity :

Still would be found with men fome lalting trait,

Nor Time’s corroding hand obliterate :

Light (_mée beheld, man mufl the fenfe retain,

Thus on a different fubje&t argues PaiNe.

If fo, th’ account muft {till by fome be known,

Be fomewhere {lill exifting, all muft own.

. Then, let us aflz the various tribes of men

Of the creation; how perform’d and when 2™ 1
| Comp)
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Compare th?® accounts with that which Mofes gaVE,y-
(At leaft to him afcnb’d) which Chriftians havey
How vague,ﬂunfatlsfa i'y axre they found,
To an enlighten’d mind—a judgment fpund*?
Hence to th’ impartial, this a proof may be
O1f the Mofaic authenticity ;
For if a truth that things by PainE reveal’d,
Can never be forgotten, quite conceal’d,.
That Time their mem’ry never can erafe,
As I’m conftrain’d to think muft be the cale,
Why fhould th”> account of man’s formation, then,
Be loft entirely to furviving inen ! > |
Let THoMas PaNe afiign a reafon why,
If fo, he doth what he affirms deny:
‘But waving this, becaufe it feems abftrife,
Let us again refle& upon the Jews,
That natton, .of all others, ’ tis confefs’d

Firft knew ]ehovaa, God for ever bleﬂ:

Of confequcnce, would have moft wifldom pure,
Lealt liable-to be im'pos’d on, {ure; |
"They, moft tenacious, to preferve entire
Their lineage down to their pfimeval fire,
Witnels that law which ftri€ly doth difchal"gé
Cohabitation with the world at large ; |

| E 2 - And
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And as the knowledge of th® Eternal One,
Since man’s creation muft by fome be known ;
Of courfe th’ impartial cannot but allow,
The Jewifh records evidentl)} true.
If fo, then {urely chriftianity,
.Acknowledg’d as a folid truth muft be. |

Thus, candid reader, I’ve to thee made known, |
My thoughts on this important {ubjeft thewn ;——
A fubje&, fure, on which depends thy whole,
The everlafting welfare of thy foul : |
I warn thee to avoid the deep-laid fnare, -
Thy foul at ftake, demands thy utmoft care;
Or haft, or fhouldft, thou ftill be led to read
The Age of Reafor’s folly, O take heed!
Be cautious, left the fyren’s luring f{train,
Should pleafe thine ear and caufe thy heart much pain,
A ferpent may, 'midft flow’rs, itfelf conceal,
And, unexpelted, bite the trav’ler’s heel.
But jealous left mifled thy mind fhould be,
And doubt the truth of chriftianity,—
I afk, what evil can to thee accrue,
Suppofing it a fable, all untrue;
At moft thou only canft refign thy breath,

All danger, furely, will diflolve in death:
But
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But if a truth, what haft thou not to dread
When the great trump (hall wake the {leeping dead #
How wilt thou meet the Judge thou didft defpife,
The blalting radiance darting from his eyes 3
The feelings of thy foul, what tongue can tell,
‘What heart conceive, by half, the woes of hell 2
O then be wife, with all thy heart embrace,
Believe in Chrift, the Prince of Truth and Grace.
A madman, {urely, he efteem’d muft be,

‘Who rifks a certain for uncertainty.

- THE END,



