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PREFACE.

‘THE Writer docs not prefume to lay the fol-
lowing pages before the Learned, with an inten-
tion to inform them of the meaning of the
paffages in queftion ; but before fuch whofe faith
in the Saviour of mankind, and hopes of future
happinefs, may have been fhaken and diminifhed
by the infectious principles of infidelity, contained
in the work called The Age of ~ Reafon.

For fuch, chicfly, this pamphlet is intended.
To them it is offered with {incerity ; with earneft
wifhes for their own happinefs, and for the welfare
and felicity of mankind in general.

Ably indeed has that infamous work been
anfwered and refuted by a truly learned and vene-
rable man. The paffages which are the principal
fubject of this little book, have been particularly
well treated upon.  His Lordfhip has con-
defcended to anf{wer the objector in his own
manner of reafoning. Perceiving, it {eems, the
caviller’s ignorance, and concluding that to enter
into deep difquifitions, and to reafon with him
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il. "PREFACE

from Scripture, might not be altogether fair, fuch
difquifitions and arguments being above the ob-
Jector’s capacity ; his Lordfhip therefore proves,
that in Thomas Paine’s Word of God, the volume
of nature, it is recorded in indelible letters, that
there have happened, and perhaps daily happen,
events fimilar to thofe which are unjuflly cenfured
and condemned when in the Sacred Writings
they are commanded to take place.—Yet Dr.
Geddes terms his Lordfhip’s vindication of God’s
Juftice and Goodnefs “ a lame juftification of the
paflage”—thus reviled! (fee Dr. Geddes’s note on
p. 2. of the preface to vol. 11. of his tranflation of
““ the books accounted Sacred,” €9¢.)

On the fourth page, Dr, G. declares, that were
he to confefs—were he to determine Whether to
believe every part of the Pentateuch, or to deny
the Divine Legation of Mofes; he fhould not
long hefitate—he would deny the Divine Legation
of Mofes,

His chicf objection againft both the authen-
ticity and genuinenefs of Scripture feems to arife
from the fame paffages whereby the above men-
tioned Antagonift of Religion attempts to prove
the Sacred Writings to be a fpurious, human
production, containing injunions which are
repugnant to the attributes of God, the Author of
Nature, ’

Convinced

PREFACE 1.

Convinced of the difficulty which many men,
otherwife good and virtuous, and by no means
friends to {cepticifm, find in reconciling the com-
mand enjoined by the paffages in queftion,
namely, utierly to defiroy the men, women, infants,
and every living creature of Seven Nations, to the
ideas they have formed of the goodnefs and mercy
of God; the writer, in honour of God, the caufe
of Religion, and the happinefs of the Chriftian
world, is induced to endeavour, with great defe-
rence, and real diffidence, to explain the paffages
which are faid to contain the above command.—
That his endeavours may be crowned with the
glorious fuccefs of placing the juftnefs and good-
nefs of God’s own words inan obvious, ftriking,
and convincing point of view are his fincere and
carneft wifhes. He will not think fo illiberally
of mankind, efpecially not of the really learned,
as to apprehend being reproached either with fana-
ticifm, or officioufnefs in the great important caufe
of Religion.—Surely, if we confider how much we
would do to vindicate and juftify the words and
actions of any beloved true friend, we fhall not
think any exertion too great in endeavouring to
juftify the Words and Actions of God, the only
true and ever conftant friend and father of us all.

The few hebrew words which occur in the fol-
lowing pages, may, by the Englith rcader, be left
unnoticed, without lofing any very material part of

the



1v. PREFACE

the arguments on the Subje@: to the Schoelar,
they will afford fatisfa&ion; as they confirm
the writer’s interpretation, and Juttify his tranfla_
tion. He has endeavoured to be as concife as
the nature of the fubjet would allow. The
language not being his native tongue, has enabled
him with greater facility to conform it to a popular
ftyle. He hopes that he has removed the objections
again{t this much controverted paflage of Scrip-
ture, without any fubtlety of argument, but by
plain right reafon. He flatters himfelf to have
removed Dr. Geddes’s doubts refpecting the genu-
inenels of the paffage and the injunctions it con-
tains, which to the Doctor appear unjuftifiable.
On p. 2. of his mentioned preface he fays, « 4f7¢r
ali that bas been written, either by Fewws or by Chrifls-
ans, in defence of this Janguinary meafure, T confefs,
my veafon, and ry religion, continually revolr ay it.”?
—There certainly is fome appearance of fincerity
in this confeflion: and I therefore fincerely wifh
my interpretation of this ¢ Janguinary wzeafire’ may
foothe and reconcile it to his reafon and Confcience
—and induce him in future to fearch the Scrip-
tures,—with more accuracy, before he attempt to
tranflate them ; and to think with more becoming
reverence of The Sacred Written I ovd of God.

Jesus Coriecs, Camsringk,
September, 1797.

S e 3

VVvHEN a man ke Thomas Paine, at
once 'rejeé'ts the Sacred Scriptures, and
difavows all belicf in any Religion, treat-
ing the one as fable, and the other as fraud
and impofition; we do not feel any kind
of furpy‘rifc at Ais abfurdity, But when 2
Doétor of Divinity, firft breaking through
the accuftomable ceremony of the Religion
he profefles, and then firikes at the very
root of all Religion, by declaring that the
foundation of true Religion, Sacred Scrip-
ture, is not the Will and Word of God;
we are firuck with amazement at the incon-
fiftency, imprudence, and audacity which
were fo little expeted from fuch a cha-
racter. But though to him they are a

difgrace,
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difgrace, they are by no means fuch to
Religion. No law, Civil or Religious,
can be faid to be degraded becaufe the Mi-
nifter of it has abufed it: and, Heaven
be thanked, the abufer here alluded to is
not a Minifter of the Church of England.
I will therefore only endeavour to remove
from the light of the facred Word of God
the bewildering cloud which he has caft
upon it, and leave him to fettle the merits
of his condu¢t with his confcience and the
Pope. ‘

Of all other paffages of Scripture, thofe
in DeuT. vIiI. 2. . and xx. 16, 17. are

by the Cavillers held forth, as the moft in-

confiftent with the juftice and mercy of
God, in order to prove the Sacred Writings
not to be His Word. If thefe could be
confidered as not being the genuine com-
mands of God, any part of Scripture,
though it were confiftent with the juftice

and
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and mercy, and the other attributes of

‘God, might be faid not to be his Word,

and confequently the whole could not be
confidered in any other light than any other
good and learned, but buman and con-
fequently imperfe&t production.

We muft therefore prove that the above
paffages are 707 inconfiftent with the good-
nefs or any other attribute of God. I will

‘endeavour to prove this in the following

pages.

As I never judge of the fenfe of any
tranflation if I can read and underfland the
original, 1 beg leave to indulge myfelf
with examining the latter, and I will give

_my reader the former of the paffages in

queftion.

I do not mean to give them a new
tranflation, for that might be fufpected of

paraality
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partiality or error by thofe who have not
a competent knowledge of hebrew, and

among whom I include the objecor, the
learned Do&or G

Nor will I pro-
duce any opinion of any commentators ;

but I intend to prove my pofition from
Our Bible tranflation.

The correft hebrew copies have the text
thus :

DI 9385 b8 M 03 Dror. vir, s
D30 &Y oAk omnn oane
$DIARYY S 0

BPRna b swyn 1o o
DTN AR Snaem veen
ORI PN DYoo pymn

The tranflation of thefe two verfes in
our Bible s,

DruT. vi1, 2. < And when the Lofd
thy God fhall deliver them”’
(the

s A e i o  os
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(the Seven Nations) ¢¢ be-
fore thee, thou fhalt {mite
them, and utterly deftroy
them, thou fhalt make no
covenant with them, nor

thew mercy unto them.”

§-  *“ But thus fhall ye deal
with them, ye fhall deftroy
tﬂeir altars, and break down
their images, and cut down
their groves, and burn their

graven images with fire.”

The other two verfes ftand as follow :

M R ﬂ‘?Nﬁ DOV D P"} Deur. xx. 16,
b3 mvnn 89 by 95 b
I

WRD - DIMFN D Y 1.
‘ PPRoN e e

Drur. xx. 16. ¢ But of the cities of
thefe
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thefe people,” (the Seven
Nations) ¢ which the
Lord thy God doth give
thec. for an inheritance,
thou fhalt fave alive no-
thing that breatheth.”

7. “* But thou fhalt utterly
deftroy them® —— ““ias
the Lord thy God hath

commanded thee.”’

Here we fee, God commands the people,
through Mofes, that, when the Seven Na-
tions thall have been overcome by them,

they muft “ fmsre them and utterly deftroy
them :** and immmediately after is enjoined

~—¢ thou fhalt make no covenant with

~them, nor thew mercy unto them.”—If by

** to {mite and utterly to deftroy them” is
meant /izerally to put every man to decath,
what need was there for the additional com-

mands

T,
;

(1)

mands of Thou fbalt make no covenant wirh
them, and fhew no mercy unto them? 'There
would not only be no need for thefe addj-
tional commands, but they would feem an
abfolute abfurdity: it would be command-
ing not to do the things that could not pofibly
e done! for how could they make any cove-
nant with them when they had utterly de-
Seroyed them® How could they fbew them
any mercy after they were deftroyed? Be-
fides, the immediately following verfe, the
third, enjoins—¢¢ Neither fbalr thou make
marriages with them: thy daughter Shalt thou
not grve unto bis fon, nor bis daughter Shalr
thou take unto thy fon, &e. &, Now if
utter deftrution had been commanded,
would not all thefe additional injunctions
have been fo ‘many abfurd, needlefs ex-
preflions?

As to the 16th verfe, however expreflive
the command of *¢ Thou fhalt fave aljve

nothing



(12 )
nothing that breatheth,” /1 our tranflation,
may be, it muft be allowed that it is but a
mere repetition of the fame command ; and
that it may not be confidered as an orher
command, we find added, ¢ as the Lord
thy God 4ath commanded thee.*

From the additional and feemingly un-
neceflary injunions, it thould feem that
utter deffruétion is not meant,

What kind of deftru&ion is meant, fo
as to reconcile the additional injuntions,
as well as the meaning of the expreflfions,
*“ Thou fhalt fmite them,” ¢ Thou fhalt
utterly deftroy them,” ¢¢ Thou fhalt make
no covenant with them,” ¢¢ Thou fhale
thew no mercy unto them,” “¢ Thou thalt
fave alive nothing that breatheth,” is now
to be fhewn.

What kind of deflrustion is enjoined in
the

T SR

wener

e
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the paffages before us, fhall be the firft

confideration.

For this we need not go far—God him-
felf explains the paflage, and tells the peo-
ple in what manner they are to go about
utterly deftroying the Seven Nations.—He
tells them,

Deur.vir. 5. *¢ Thus fball ye deal with
them: Ye fhall deftroy their
altars, and breakdowntheir
images, and cut down their
groves, and burn their gra-

ven images with fire.,”
And in

Nume. xxx1rr. g1, * When yeare paffed
| over jordan, into the

land of Canaan,”
§2. ““ Then
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$2. ““ Then ye fhall drps
out all the inbabitants of
 the land from before you,
and deftroy all thejr pic-
tures, and def}roy all
their molten images, and
quite pluck down a]]
their high places,”

53. - And ye fhall dif-
© poffefs the inhabitants of
the Jand, apd dwell
therein: for I have given
you the land to pofiefs

. »
- .

1t

58+ “* Butif you wil] not
- drive out the inhabitants
of the land. from before

- you, *then it fhall come

to pafs that thofe which

- ye

Josu. 111, 10,

( 15 )

ye let remain of them

fhall be pricks in your
eyes, and thorns in your
fides, and fhall vex you
in the land wherein ye
dwell,”

And in

We have the following
words—:¢¢ And Jofhuafaid,
Hereby fhall ye know that
the living God is among
you, and that he will drive
out from before you the

Canaanites,” &c. &c.

- Now, I think it requires no great depth

of knowledge or learning to infer from the

juft mentioned paflages, that the deftruion

which God intends the Seven Nations in

- the above commands, is neither more nor

lefs
C 2
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lefs than 45 utter deftruction of their civg)

@ well as idojytroy, conflitutions, as N A

TIONS. All the power, of each of them,
a5 a people, was to be deﬁroyed,- as much
a3 conquett, difpoffeffjop of their Property,
and generg) difperfion could poflibly make
them. Neijther « extirpation” poy « ex-

termination® of cvery foul was meant by
the Command; byt gp utter deftru&iopn of

and long
before condemned Nations, ang of every

thing that might enable thep ever to be.
.come 3gain an eftablifheq government of
idolatry and fip, Had an y44., defiruction
o life been even by implied by the com-
mand, Jothua, ang all the fucceeding
Judges, and particularly the Kings, woulq
have utterly deffroyed cvery man, put to
death every ope who bhad made the;; efcape

when their cjgjes and polity were deftroyed
by the Ifracljtes. ‘

In

( 17 )

In the firft book of Kings, ix. 19. we
find that Solomon had great and abfolute
power: in verfe the 20th and 21ft of the
fame book, we are told that Solomon made
tributaries of thofe of the Seven Nations
that were not put to death in their war
with the Ifraelites: but Solomon did not
put them to death, which, as king of Ifrael,
and guided by the law of Mofes, he cer-
tainly muft have done, had the Ifraelites
been, at any time, commanded to put to death
every one of the Seven Nations. Numerous
are the inftances where many of the Seven
Nations were faved alive—Josu. ii. 12. 13.
14. and vi. 22. 23. and 25, and xi. 19. and
xvi. 10, Likewife Judges i. 25. 26. 27.
28. 29. 30. 31. 32, and 33. and can thefe

people, who were thus fuffered to live un-

molefted, be faid to have been doomed to
utter deflruclion? and the Ifraclites, and
the Judges, and the Kings, to have let
them live in {pite of the command?
' Was






