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P REVFA4CE

In offering to the Publick at large a fecond edition
of thefe letters, which were originally intended to
anfwer a mere local purpofe, it may be neceflary to
ftate my reafons for doing fo, efpecially fince anfwers
of merit have been publithed which might feem to
preclude the neceflity of any other. The approba-
tion, however, which was conferred upon them by
many refpeftable charaters of different religious
perfuafions, as well as by many of my own friends,
the demand for them, when the firlt edition was
entirely fold, and the agreement of the ASSOCIATION
FOR PROMOTING RELIGION AND VIRTUE, to take a
large number of copies, determined me to reprint
them ; and I was the more readily induced to do
fo, becaufe by avoiding topicks of controverfy a-
mongft the different fets of Chriftians, and by giv-
ing an abftra& of the evidences of Chriftianity taken
from writers of acknowledged merit, I was induced
to hope they might be eflentially ufeful to many
Chriftians not fufficiently well informed on the
fubject.

In this edition the work has undergone confide-
rable alterations. The fecond letter of the former
edition, on the nature of teftimony, has been omitted,
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v PREFACE.

partly as being too metaphyfical for many- readers,
and partly on account of the impoﬁibility to do
juftice to the argument within fuch narrow bounds,
Many digreflions have been either omitted, or thrown
into the form of notes. The letters on prophecy and
the evidence for the Mofaick revelation have been
tranfpofed, and the former confiderably enlarged ;
and fome notes, which I efteem valuable ones, and
for which I am indebted to the ASSOCIATION alread

mentioned, have been added, particularly the notes
on Tacitus and Jofephus in the feventh and eighth

letters, and that on the folar fyftem in the twelfth
letter.

For thefe valuable communications, as well as
for the very liberal condué of the assocration
throughout the whole bufinefs, I feel. myfelf parti-
cularly indebted.* And the part which they have
taken has been more pleafing to me, and is more
honourable to them, on account of my known dif.
ference in religious fentiments from moft, if not all
the members of that refpe&table body; a circum.
ftance too which fhows that it is poflible to anfwer
Mr. Paine without heating ourfelves in Jractious qif-
putations about doflrinal points drawn from the bible,
though he feems to think otherwife. Would to God

that

* In acknowledging my obligations to the ASSOCIATION, |
conceive myfelf particularly bound to mention the Biswor or
Cork, and ALExanper Kvox, Esq through whom my inter-
courfe with that body commenced and was carried on,
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that he and the other enemies of our common prin-
ciples had lefs ground for their illiberal refleGtions,
and that the truth of do&rinal opinions were dif-
cuffed more generally without wrangling !
- As I have carefully endeavoured to avoid intro-
ducing religious controverfy, it may be attributed
to-an improper compliance with the fentiments of
others, and as it has been infinuated that I did not
believe in what I before defended, I think it necel-
fary to declare, that though the language of others
is often made ufe of, I have not inferted a fingle
fentence which is not perfe@tly confiftent with my
own religious opinions. My motive for avoiding fuch
fubjeéts as might render the work lefs ufeful, is fa-
tisfactory to myfelf, and will, I truft, be approved
by every candid and liberal mind. Whilf 1 am
ready, when occafion requires, to give a reafon for
the fentiments I have adopted as true, to every man.
that atketh me, I acknowledge that I feel more zeal
for thofe points in which all Chriftians are for the
moft part agreed, as moft nearly conneéted with
moral condud, than for thofe, however important,
refpeting which wife and good men have held fuch
different opinions. : ’ ‘

It will be obferved by thofe who are converfant
with the writings in defence of Chriftianity, that
many of the fentiments, and frequently even the
language in the following letters has been borrowed
without acknowledgment. My motive for this was

partly
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partly to avoid too frequent quotations which might
fatigue the reader ; and partly becaufe I conceived
itan unneceffary trouble, fince fhould the arguments
made ufe of be deemed fufficiently ftrong, it is of
little confequence on the prefent occafion from what
fource they are derived; and I feel fatisfied that
none of the refpedtable authors whofe works I have
made free with, could they be confulted, would ob-
Jeét to fuch a ufe for fuch a purpofe.

NorwirHsTaANDING the great additional affif-
tance I have had in revifing the prefent edition, I
am fenfible that many defes ftill remain. ~ All the
alterations which were propofed to me, have not
been made, perhaps through an error of judgment
which may render the work lefs ufeful ; and others
might have occurred, which may not have been
communicated from an apprehenfion of confiderably
increafing my trouble, or of appearing difpofed to
find fault. I truft, however, that the deficiencies
will not appear great, and that the caufe I have un-
dertaken to defend, will not fuffer from any errors
that ¥ may have committed. At the fame time, I
earneltly recommend it to every reader, whofe
doubts mav not he removed by this compendium,
to confult the works to which I have referred, or
others of micrit on the fame fubje, beflore he de-
cides againft a caufe for which T am a weak though
zealous advocate.

TORY, FEBPUARY 12, 170%. T.D.HINCKS.
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Ferrow-Crtizens,

A. WORK has lately been circulated amongft you with
much induftry, and, if I have been rightly informed, with
confiderable f{uccefs, whnch calls for attention from all who
are {atisfied of the truth of Revelation, and regard the do&rines
of Chriftianity as clofely conneéted with the prefent and future
happinefs of mankind. = Had this work been permitted to take
the ufual courfe, and only one or two copies of it reached this
part of the Kingdom, I fhould riot have thought of troubling
you with any remarks, but have trufted to the anfwers which
have been, or will be publithed in other places, and to the
many excellent works which have been written in fupport of
the evidences of Revelation. But when fome perfons, with
a zeal which T cannot think laudable, which perhaps deferves
reprehenfion, have rendered it by their exertions a local pub-

lication, and have caufed its difperfion amongft thofe, who

from their fituation in life, are unable of themfelves to fee the

falfe reafoning it contains, it is incumbent on thofe, whofe

education and courfe of ﬁudy have led them to inveftigate the

B fubjeél,

\8.
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lubje&, to endeavour to affj
if poffible, from forfaking tl

ligion, for the muddy and bitter waters of

this view, this and the follo s Wit

wing Letters are addreffed to you.

The publication to which I have alluded

Age of Reafon, bei ; ;
seajon, being an invefligaii .
2y, and it written by Tﬁoﬁﬁ P;{';:{;r:;eaﬁn‘ti fabulous tﬁ{a/o_

gantly, if not infidiouf]
%n of thowing that Chriftianity 1);
nd that it is to be confidered only as

prefixed, intimates his defj
inconfiftent with reafon, a

a kind of fabulous theology,

There are no objetions contained in this Pamphlet which

hav
have eximined b rBcds and clon, bumionof moft who
. ! ] € queftion, compl
ﬁ;li;eegnﬁgvp;ofteﬂbls of infidelity* the writerpfztefg; tgf?sj'
paewed R esnon only under the matk of prejudice, and t;
vive ha rh)e, ? s.ptée}d an opmion which a more full an(’i candid
view of the tu 'Jed might have thown him the impropriet
difoura e 0 judge thc.heart.ofa fellow-creature, I thall no{
Sifpute tha {hp]l;rnlty pf_mtgntnon “to which Mr. ’Paine Ia
bc]iev’é nor | ; encourage the fuppofition that he does nys
fimilar opinionse; l}::smzl;blil? gg&er Likedolihers e v he}Odt
fn \ cere, and he is certaj
b ZZZ?;::“C?(‘){%’ who agreeing with him in opi;i?)’r’x”yr::x:;
2 el fe h'rll- 1anity, and openly\deplore that a arsnt d
> M Which they fecretly rejoice, and whiclfptheir ower:
oy has a te ﬁcr;cy to promote. At the fame time I muft
famdemn, contidence in his own Judgment which has | |
o to dif eminate opinions refpeéting which he s 1 a
ery ill-informed, and which, though they n’;:ygh’:;lt
e

| been
* Mr, Paine j ing {¢
. € I making {|
he termy i1 - e in ¢ tome very juft remarks on' :
not believe. ard the pradlice of men’s {ubferibi o a1
ieve, hasintroduced a ne the word oo pey do

Toftcis w deflnition of the word ; i
) » 1ays he, does 2ot con 17 inb ; Vel i delity —
i ) o G : K . otwi E .
he oo | ((l)lr 1;21 Inclined to think the proper mea'ninAuohfﬂ'a'f]idmt.r N
: s epticifm ; I have therefore Continuedgto u;': i?eihtyhm
n that

fenfe, as not liable 1 i
' able to be mifunderft ; Pai
Biay more properly be termed l(ay[r)OSroi%' Wit M. Paioe reprobites

is entitled T2 -
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been confirmed by long habit, do not feem to have been ori-
ginally the refult of deep and impartial inveftigation ; efpecially
when' thofe opinions, thus arrogantly afferted, havea ten-
dency to weaken, if not deftroy the principles of Virtue and
Religion fo ufeful to fociety, and to rob men of their beft
fupport under the calamities of life, But, whatever praife or
blame attach itfelf to the condu& of the writer, the work is
now in pofleffion of many amongft you, and though I cannot
think the arguments contained in it againt Religion have
much weight, yet there are feveral circumftances which ren-
der it neceflary to prepare an antidote for the poifon it con-
tains. There is no writer I have ever met with, who poffefles
the power of rendering what he fays plain and ftriking, in a
greater degree than Mr, Paine, {o that his arguments are not
fo much to be dreaded from their own weight, as from the
importance which he is thus engbled to give them. Another
circumftance which renders his work dangerous, -is his want
of method, and his conftant pradtice of drawing conclufions
which the premifes will not warrant, by which means he impo-
fes upon the greater part of his readers, his mode of reafoning,
and even his language being often more calculated ta deceive
than to inftrué.,  The high opinion which many have formed,
and probably fome amongft you, of his abilities and integrity,
alfo leads them to receive whatever comes from his pen as
deferving credit, and blindly to give up their judgments to his
-guidance. On this account though his work appears to me to
contain no argument of much weight againft Chriftianity,
it has certainly ‘gained much attention, and has probably
done more harm, than any former publication of the fame
kind, not even excepting Mr. Hume’s famous objeétion to
miracles, which has been repeated and conveyed in plainer
_ and more ftriking language by the author of T4e Age of Reafon.
‘There is another circumftance to be obferved, which is, that
a great part of Mr. Paine’s arguments (if arguments they
can be called) are dire&ted not fo much againft the faéls re-
corded in the Gofpel hiftory, or againft thofe effential princi-
ples which all Chriftians have agreed in deducing from thofe
fals, as againft certain do&rines, which, while maintained by
fome, have been abfolutely rejected by others. Now it muft
be obvious to every candid perfon, that the falls which form
the foundation of our religion, and the diffonant doéTrines held
by its profeffors are in their nature diftin& from each other,
: B2 and
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and that it is very unfair and even abfurd to infer the inauthey.
ticity of the former from the inconfiftency or weaknefs of the
latter. In order to make good fuch an argument, it would be
neceflary to thow that fuch, dollrines are infeparably conneftoq
with the fadls of Chriftianity, which however, I cannot fing
that Mr., Paine has even attempted. I muft therefore confider
this mode of reafoning as a fallacy of the grofleft kind. Ang
yet, abfurd and unjuftifiable as it is, it is that which has com-
monly been made ufe of, by thofe who pretend to more reafon
and wifdom than the reft of their fellow-creatures, Leaving
it, therefore, to the different fets of Chriftians to fupport
their refpeQive tenets, as their particular belief or inclination
may. lead them, and defirous of rendering thefe letters ufefu]
to all of you, m y fellow-citizens, however various your opi-
nions or modes of worfhip may be, I fhal] endeavour to cop.
Fine myfelf to what I conceive to be the great leading principles
of our religion, and in which we are all agreed,—viz, to prove
that the flate of mankind was fuch as to ftand in need of 4
divine revelation s—that there has _been fuch a revelation 5=
that Jefus Chrift was a divine teacher s==and that the truth
of his divine miffion i confirmed both by miracles and pro-
phecy, In doing this, I do not pretend to remove every
difficulty which may occur, as this would extend the work
beyond "due bounds; I fhalj deem it fufficient if I can thow,
by aplain ftatement of the pofitive and direft eyidences of
Chriﬁianity, that the certainty of its being a divine revelation
is fufficiently great to authorife belief, and fuch g5 ought to
Tatisfy any reafonable man.  Let me, therefore, entreat you

ftrongly imprefled ‘with a difbelief of particular do&trines held
by ghg focieties to which you belong, do not therefore reje

eligion altogether, but foliciting the aid of God, that he would -

fend the fpirit of truth to lead you into al] truth, examine the
evidence with al] the impartiality you are able, and a& fteadily
according to the convi&ion of your minds. And may God the
Almighty Father of us all, give fuccefs to my -endeavours ;
may he render me the humble inﬂrum'entofconﬁrming fuchof
you as believe, and convincing thofe who waver ; and may thig
defence of thofe great points in which we 3] agree, conduce
to promote and ftrengthen that love and harmony which thoulg
a&tuate all the Difciples of Chrift, and which has tao often
been loft fight of from 3 zeal for particular do&rines |
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LETTER IL

On the tbn/iw*//eotz'on 0/' Teason.

Frrrow-Crrizens, _
Mg. PAINE in different parts of his work endeavours to

1imprefs upon his readers that there is no occafion for any Re~

ion, fince God fpeaks to all men by his works, and
::::ltml:s “them their dutr))' 3 thus adopting the opinion ofdgthe
Deiftical writers who in former days afférted thata “xgne
Revelation was inexpedient, and therefore impofiible, ; ‘?r
¥ that the law of nature is fo perfe& as to admit of no addi-
‘¢ tion, and the light of nature is fo clear and univerfal, as to
¢ need no affiftance.” ‘This opinion has been combated very
fully both from reafon and fa& by many able writers, hygt
our author has not deemed it neceflary to notice any of ;:1 eir
arguments, which leads me to imagine, that like many others,
having examined only one fide of the q{:dhor{, or havmgﬁrtz—
lied too much on thoughts which bolted into Ais mind of ¢ :r
own accord, he was cnti;ely unacquainted w:}h them. As,
however, the arguments adduced by thofe writers appea; to
me unan{werable, I fhall make ufe of them on the pre ent
occafion. The word of God, fays Mr. Paine, is the Cf.‘ﬂllwll
we bekold, and it isin this word which no h{man invention can
obunterﬁit or- alter, that God [peaketh umwrfall_y to man.
It does not depend on the will of man, whether it fball o;
publifbed or not 5 it publifbes itfelf Jrom ons end of the “ﬂg
to the other. It preackes to all nations and to all worlds ; an
this word of God reveals to man all that it is neceffary Jor man
%0 know of God.* Other paflages to the fame effe& will occur
to fuch of you as have read the work, and perhaps they have
made no {mall impreffion on your minds. You may imagine,
that if the works of God teach fo plainly to a/l men, without
any trouble or learning, what they ought to do, there.could
be no occafion for'a Revelation of God’s will to them in any
other manner.  All perfons who have attended to the works
of God will readily allow that much ufeful inftruétion g:‘gvgz

* The quotations in Italicks in this and the fucceeding letters are
#ken from Mr, Paine’s work, .






