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BE it remembered, that on the third day of
September, in the nineteenth year of the indepen-
degce of the United States of America, George
KeaTinGe, hath depofited in this office, the title
of a Book, the right whercof he claims as pro-
prictor in the words following to wit: ¢ The
Folly of Reafon; being our perfe@ and unerring Guide
1o the knowledge of True Religion, in anfwer to the
* Age of Reafon, vr an invefligation of true and of fcbu-
lous Theology.” By Thomas Paine, author of wurks
entitled, * Common Senfe, Rights of Man,” &c.

- In conformity to the a&t of Congrefs of the ]
United States, entitled, ¢ An a& for the encou-
¢ ragement of learning, by fecuring the copies of
‘¢ maps, charts, arnd books, to the authors and
“ proprietors of fuch copies during the times
‘¢ therein mentioned.”

ROB. TROUP.
Clerk of the Diftnét.




To ThE CITIZENS
OF THE

United Siates o/ America.

THE AGE oF REAsowN, recommended
-fo your protection iy Mr. Paine, as a
guide for your eternal Salvation, and it
being of a nature, rather to lead you into
a labyrinth of abfurdity and logic, iban to
Jerve any of the purpofes of Keligicn, or
Morality. The Author of this perform-
ance, bhaving the fame right of thinkine
as Mr. Paine, is induced to fubmit his re-
marks for your perufal, their not being ar:

anfwer
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anfwer to Mr. Paine’s arguments ; by
fome they are losked upon as unanfwerable,
by otk2rs they are treated with the contempt
they deferve ; a Divine would think it be-
rieath him to notice them.

The Author has attempted to anfwer
My. Paine’s arguments againft the Holy
Seriptures, though not a Divine, if be has
Jucceeded in [z doing, ‘it will fhew, that it
did not require the learned of the Church
to confute him.

Baltimore, Auguft 25th, 1794.
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M R. PAINE, begins his inveftiga-
tion of true and fabulous theology, by
ndiculing every religious fociety, and
by attacking fuch pafiages in the holy
fcriptures as be thinks moft fuits his pur.
pofe, mere with the bigotry of a deift
than with the impartial refearches of a
man of learning, or a philofopher.—To
doubt the veracity of the fcriptures at
this day is truly (to ufe his own words)
alarming: and it has turned out to the

lot of a man, whofe writings in the po-
B litical
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litical world, has juftly gained him the
applaule of every clafs of citizens, to at-
tempt to crcate a jargon of logic, which
by playing on the paffions, not the
reafon of men, 1s calculated more to
dri% them from the pra&tice of every
moral duty than to inftill in their
minds either morality or brotherly love.

The author next proceeds to enquire,
whether there be any thing in the na-
ture and condition of man, to oblige
him to think that he is not to admit
any doétrines or inftitutions as revealed
from God; but fuch as his own reafon
can prove to be neceflary from the na-
ture of things.

It reafoa be the univerfal agent if all
the difference among men, (either in
fpeculation or prattice) be only fuch a

difference as reafon makes; then no-
thing
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thing can be more extravagant than to
affirm any thing concerning the degree
of perfeftion or imrerfetion of reafon,
as common to man. It is as wild and
romantic as to pretend to ftate the
meafure of folly and wifdom of fear
and courage—of pride and humility—
of good humour and ill humour, com-
mon to mankind; for as thefe ftates of
the mind are only fo many ftages of
reafon, fo no uncertainty belongs to
them, but which in iiie fame degree be-
longs to reafon.

REasoN, no doubt is effenual to all
men, but it i1s no more than fuch a
reafon, as is a bare capacity to be in-
inftruéted, or a nature ficted for any
impreflions, whether they be good or
bad : So that moral or rcligious know-
Jedge is not to be imputed to the in-

B2 ternal
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ternal light of our own reafon or na-
. ture, but to the happinefs of our edu-
cation in faith and morality.

"Thus you fee that reafon could not
be implanted in us to be a perfec and
unerring guide, to matters of Religion.

7or it is the changeablenefs, corrup-
tion, and abfurdities of this human cea-
fon, inits depraved ftate, that introduc-
eth fuch a variation of our tempers, dif-

" order in our paflicns and corruption in

~our hearts. And as this is the fole faculty
by which mankind are diftinguithed
from bruies, it muft be confefled that
@l thofe irregularities, which cannat
be imputed to brutes, muft folely be
~afcribed to that faculty, by which we
are diltinguithed from them; and con-
fequently the pretence of the abfolure

gerfection of human reafon is abfurd,
it



(9
it being produllive of vice as well as
virtue, and as capable of leading us into
error, as to difcover truth.
This may be well exemplified by the

ignorance and inconfiftency, and if I may
be allowed to add, the vices of zhe

Heathen Philofophers.
Ariftotle and his fchool, held all

things to be eternal, whereas, the Ept-

cureans imputed them to chance:: ‘amd

none of them could dive into the true
origin of evil; nor prefcribe a certain
form of worfhip to the Almighty ; but
they fometimes equalled themielves to
the Gods, whom they worfhipped, So-
crates owned he knew nothing of God.
They difagreed fo much about the fu-
preme happinefs of man, that Tu/ly {ays,
it is impoflible to reckon up their differ-
~ent fentiments. Their notions concern-

ing

*
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ing the immortality of the foul, and a
Suture flate were equally weak and un-
certain ; neither had they any notion of
the refurretion of the body.

This ignorance gave a loofe to all
manner of immorality and vicioufnefs.
Revenge, felf-murder, fornication, un-
natural luft, incet, and the moft noto-
rious vices were concealed under the
name:of a Philofopher. Yet none will
pretend to fay, that Socrates, Plato,
Tully and Seneca, wanted the light of
Reafon. Therefore to begin and difco-
ver our duty in all points, with all its
true motives, merely by the help of
Natural Reafon, is like groping in an
unknown way in an obfcure twilight:
and confequently the light of Reafon,
cannot be our perfelt and unerring guide,
and 1s cqually capable of bad, as well

as
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as good impreflions, according to the
examples we fee, or the means of our
education, in its maturity, the fole agent
of all the evil as well as of all the good
we do; and in its higheft perfection un-
able to fettle any certain rule of mo-
rality.

As to his attack on the authenticity
and falfehoods of the Bible, and his
entire difbelief of revelation from God
~—I fhall make but few obfervations.

Firft. The marks and tokens where-
by to judge at all times of the truth
of a revelation, is the credibility of the
perfon who brings it: The excellency
of the doltrine contained in the fcrip-
tures would almoft not admit of a
doubt of its being the word of God;
and I hope I can prove that from the

carlicft time the fcriptures has been
handed
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handed down to us pure and authens«
tic.
~ Second. The doubting of the books of
Mofes and-the Prophets, is truly afto-
nithing, as it is wcll known, that it
has been the eftablithed cuftom in the
Jewith Church to read the Law and
the Prophets every Sabbath day in the
Synagogue, and thefe books were tranf-
lated into Greek by the Icathens 300
years before Chrift; and both the Old
and New Teftamente have been ufually
read at leaft one day in every week in
Chriftiap aflepablies; and moft frequent-
ly twice, or every day, and fince it is
evident that the frequent ofhces of reli-
gion and public folemn feftivals enjoin-
ed thereby, have been conftantly and
publicly celebrated, and the ‘aws con-
tained therein, have been currently and
generally






