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ADVE

HAD the Author of the folivwing Difiour/e
been allowed to confult his own feelings, only, it wwon'd nev-
er have becn brought before the public ; but the defire of a
nuniber, wwho heard it, and wifbed it might appear i print,
bas prevailed.  The fentiments of it awill not be very gratc-
Jul 19 every ene, into <obyfe bands it is likely to full.  And,
Since it bas beer difcovered, in this illuminared cge, that
Miniflers have nothing to do with politica! jalyecfs, cxcept
it be on the fide of the prefent ruling party in cur country,
thofe, who are not pleafed, wwill hardly fail to riie en bue
and cry againft the author, and to accufe bini with Laving
Sepped out of his province, and preacked wohties, infeaa of
religion and morality.  As fuch an accwation can bave
no proper foundation, he will feel it bis duty to repel it with
Jfirmnefs.  He cheerfully admits, that politics, difconneled
Jrom religion and morality, ought never to find u place, in
the preaching of the Minifters of Chrift ; aid be is much
deceived, if, in this view, they have any place in the fui-
lowing pages. But when pclitical profperity is (’72/0) ed Ly
any naiion, it is one of the good giits, which 1s from
above, and cometh down from the Father of Lights,
with whom is no variablenefs, neither thadow of turn-
ing. And when poliiical judgments arc inflicled on cny
peopley they are injlicied by the fame berevolent band, and

are
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are manifeflations of divine difplei/ure. For, Is there

evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done it ? Po-

litical bleffings, therefore, as well as others, call for grati-
tude to God ; and political evils, as well as others, call for
humiliation before him, and for fubmiffion 2 his will.  So

#hat both political mercies, and political judgments, bind

| thofe, who experience them, to the performance of impors
tant religious and moral duties ; and in this view, politics
do claim the attention of the Minifters of Chrift. In this
view only, is it, that they are ever at all difcuffed, in the
pulpit, by the author of the following Sermon.

- The Difcourfe, here preyénted to the public, was deliv-
ered in the afternoon of the Faft Day, and had a confider-
ably intimate conneion with the one delivered in the morn-

ing.  Had both the Difcourfes been publi ifhed, it is poffible
 that this might bave appeared to rather better advantage.
But, as the leading ideas of the preceding one, are récapit-
ulated in the introduction to the one bere printed, it was

Judged, on the whole, that the publication of the other might
be difpenfed with, ewithout any material inconvenience.

The difcerning reader il probably difeover many imper-

fections, which no apologies of the author can remove.

Such as it is, it is fubmitted to the infpection of the public,

with the hope, that it may be ufefud to feme, and ingurions
Yo none.

Peacham, May, 1802.




FAST SERMON.

DEUTERONOMY xxxii. 1§, 19, 20.

But Yefburun waxed fat, and kicked : Theu art waxen
fat, ehou art grown thick, thou art covered witis fatncfs :
Then be forfook God, which made him, and lightly ¢f-
teemed the rock of his falvation. And when the Lord
Jaw it, he abhorred them, becawfe of the provoking of
his fons and of bis davghters : And he faid, I will hide
my face from them, 1 will fee what their end fhall be.

N a prcceding Difcourfe, we briefly, and
very imperfectly, brought into view fome
expreflions of the lovingkindnefs and ten-
der mercy of the Lord, to his people If-
rael, in conduciing them out of Egypt,
where they had Icng been fubjedled to

cruel bondage ; in keeping them, in the wildernels,

as the ““agple of his eye;”

im inftruéing them in
things of infinite moment ; and in finally bringing
them, through innumerabledangerz, and notwvithitand.

138
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ing all their provocations, into the land, which he
had promiled unto their fathers, and raifing them to
the highelt eminence of national profperity and glo-
ry.* We then attempted to thow, that, in general,
God has done the {fame things for United America,
which he did for ancient Ifrael. He brought our fa-
thers from the land of their nativity, where they were
fubjected to a cruel and unnatural perfecution, on ac-

count of their attachment to the caule of Chriit, into
the howling wildernefs of America. He preferved
them, amidft innumerable dangers, to which they
were expofed. He infiruéted them, in the {cience of
government, and in the vaftly more momentous con-
cerns of religion ; giving them teachers, and rulers,
whom he endued with wiidom and underftanding,

that

* The morning Sermon was preached from the following pal-
fage, in the fame beautiful and {ublime fong of Mofcs, which fur-
nithes the text for the prefent difcourfe. Deut. xxxii. 10, 11, 12,
13, 14. He faudd him in a defert land, and in the wafle howling wil-
dernefs : He led bim about, ne inflrulled him, he kept him as the apple of
bis eye. s ancagle flirreth up ber uefl, fluttcreth over ber young, [bread-
eth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings : So the
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no flrange God awith him.  He
made bim ride on the bigh places of the earth, that he might eat the increafe
of the fields 5 and Lc made him to fuck hon:y vut of the rock, and oif out
of the flinty rock. Butter of kine, and milk of flicep, with fat of lumbs, und
rams of the breed of Bafban, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat ;
and thou didfl Jrink the pure Llvod of the grape. "Fhe fong, from which
this puflage is felected, is fuppofcd to be partly a hiltory of events,
which were palt, and partiy a prophecy of events, which were future,
when it was written.  And this particular paffage, it 1s {uppofed, may
be confidered as a fummary account of the goodnefs of God to hie
people, from the tisse he appuared for their deliverance from their L.
svntian bonduge, tll they were raifed to their bighe(t ftate cf profper.

ity end glorv, o the tinis of David and Solomon.
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that they might lead them in ¢ the good and the right

way.” He cauled “ the wildernefs to become a fruit-
ful field,” and the haunts of favage bealts, and fav-
age men, to be converted into flourifhing towns and
cities. When the parent country attempted to rivet
on the colonies, the chains of perpetual vaffalage, he
infpired, in the brealts of the colonifts, a noble ardor
for freedom, and fortitude to refift its infidious and
mifchievous defigns. When their facred privileges
could no longer be preferved, bur by oppofing force
to force, he fupported the opprefled, in their unequal
conteft, and led the armies of America, to victory,
to independence, and to peace.  He has given us con-
ftitutions of government, which are the envy of the
world. He has long favored us with rulers, who
have evidently fought the welfare, and not the hurt
of their country, and crowned their meafures with
wonderful fuccels. And he has added, to all thefe
bounties of his providence, the ftill richer gift of the
gofpel of his grace, in which life and immortality are
brought to light. In fhort, he has cauled us ¢ to ride
upon the high places of the earth. The lines are
fallen to us in pleafant places ; yea, we have a good-

ly heritage.” No people have ever been more high-
iy iavored of the God cf heaven. As a naticn, we

have increafed in wealth, in numbers, and in refpec-
tability in the eyes of the world, with a rapidity, which
1s without a parallel, if we except the Ifraelitifh na-
tion, in a few of their molt profperous years.

The words, which have juft now been read to you,
ry brethren, {tand in conneftion with thofe, which
were unider our view in the morning ; and prefent us

with
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with the return, which the people of Ifracl made, o
the God of their falvation, for all the goodnefs, which
he had fhowed unto them. When he had delivered
them from the yoke of Egyptian bondage ; kept them
as the apple of his eye, in the wildernefs ; inftru&-
ed them ; and finally caufed them to ride upon the
high places of the earth ; when he had given them
“ houfes filled with all good things,”” fo that they fed
on the ¢ fineft of the wheat, and drank the r.ure
blood of the grape ;> then ¢ Jefhurun waxed fat, and
kicked ; then he forfook God, that made him, and
lightly eftecmed the rock of his falvation. Of the
Rock, that begar inai, ¢ beeame unmindful, and for-
got God, who formed him.”

Why it is, that Ifrael is called Jethurun, in this paf-
fage, it may, perhaps, be difficult for us to determine.
The meaning of the word, we are told, is, wpright, or
righteous. And poflibly God’s taking Ifrael into a
near relation to himfelfy and treating them as right-
eous, with peculiar favor, is the reafon of their hav.
ing this name applied to them, in this, and two or
three other paffages. But, whatever may be the rea-
fon of it, that Jefhurun, here, is but another name for
Ifrael, none will deny, who attend to the connection,
or to the ufe of the word; in other places. It is the
fame pcople, on whom God had been fhowering the
richeft blefiings of his providence, and the ftill richer
bleflings of his grace, who are faid to have waxen fat,
and kicked: Tohaveforfaken God,that made them,and
to have lightly efteemed the Rock of their falvation.

““ Rut Jethurun waxed fat, and kicked.””  This is a
mctavhorical expreflion, which {eems to be taken from

a full
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1 full fed horfe, or any other fimilar animal, which
being pampered, and fed to the full, grows fat, be-
comes turbulenc and unruly, appears to feel a kind of
independence, ﬂights the provifion, which is prefent-
ed to him, and *icks at him who feeds him. This
metaphor, then, 15 {trongly expreflive of wanton re-
bellion againft God, from whom all blefings come,
and of ungratefully turning his favors into an occafion

of rebellion. This evidently agrees with the fucceed-
ing part of the verfe : ¢ Thou art waxen fat, thou
art grown thick, thou art covered with fatnefs ;" that
is, thy wealth, thy power, and thine honor, have be-
come great ; ¢ thou art rich, and increafed in goods.”
And for this thou art entirely indebted to the God of
thy fathers. It is what he has done for thee, which
has raifed thee to this eminence. His ¢ gentlenefs

’»

has made thee great.””  Juft as it is owing to the care
and providence of his mafter, that the horfle, or other
animal, has waxen fat. And when you have arrived
to this ftate of profperity and glory, ¢ then you have
forfaken God that made you, and lightly e*eemed the
rock of your falvation.”  The firlt verfe [ our text,
therefore, mufi be confidered as ccntaining a charge
of the moft awful and provoking ingratitude to God,
for all his kindnefs. And the remaining verfes exprefs
the feelings ¢f God, towards a people, who are guilty
of fuch ingratitude and rebellion, and his determina-
ilons refpeting them. ¢ And when the Lord faw it,
he abhorred them, becaufe of the provoking of his
fons and of his daughters. And he faid, I will hide
my face from them ; I will fee what their end
fhall be.”

I3 We
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We have feen, already, that, under the fuperintend-
ing care of the God of Jethurun, by his favor and
kindnefls, we have indeed waxen fat, or rilen toa high
degreec of temporal profperity ; and it now becomes
us, to inftitute a carciul inquiry, whether we have not,
like Jefhurun, kicked againft the Lord, or been ex-
ceedingly ungrateful unto him, for all his mercies.

Ingratitude is, the not rendering again to a bene-
faltor, according to the kindnefs, received from him.
It is unthankfulnefs for favors, and a rendering of evil
for good, And when we contempiate the number-
lefs mercies, which God has beftowed on our country
at large, and on us, individually ; and, when, in ccn-
neCion with thefe, we review our own lives, and con-
fider the prefent political, moral, and religious {tate
of our country, muit we not fee abundant evidence of
a moft awful forgetfulnefs of divine favors, and un-
thankfulnefs for them ? Can we open our eyes, and not
fee evidence all around us, that we do not render again
according to the benefits done unto us ? Evidence, that
e have waxen fat, and kicked ? That the evidence of
this may not elcape our notice, on the prefent folemn
occafion, when it ought moft fenfibly to affe& our
hearts, it will be proper to notice fome particulars,
in which this ingratitude {trikingly appears.  And,

1. This ingratitude appears, in that {pirit of mur-
muring, complaint, and hoftility, which has been, and
- 1s fill, indulged and manifefted, againft thole wife
and falutary meafures, which, under the divine direc-
tion and blefling, have condu&ed our nation to its
prelent political eminence and profperity. It muft
lurely be an expreflion of ingratitude for favors re-

ceived,



[ 1]
<eved, to find fault with the means, by which they
are communicated unto us, and without which they
could not have been obtained. It will hardly be de-
nied, that a farmer muft be very ungratcful for an
abundarit harveft, if, while his wheat,and hiscorn, aad
his grafs, arc luxuriantly growing in his fields, and
even after he has gathered his fruits into his barns, he
continually murmurs and complains about the rain
and the fuhthine, which caufed them to grow, and
without which no crop could have been fecured. And
jult fo muft it be expreflive of ingratitude, to be con-
'tinuaiiy finding fault with thole meafures of govern-
ment, which are neceflary means of fecuring unto us
important bleflings.  Yet the leading meafures of our
government, which have been dirc ied to {ecure, and
which, bleffed be God, have, in a great meafure, fe-
cured, peace and profperity to our country, from the
proclamation of neutrality, down to the clsfe of the
adminiftration of Prefident Adams, have been uniform-
ly oppofed, by great and increafing nuinbers, with
the mofl inveterate and rancorous hoftility. Did the
government declare the country in a ftate of neutrali-
ty, and prohibit the arming of our citizens, in favor
of any of the beliigerent powers ?—Did it form a trea-
ty with Great Britain, to avoid the horrors of war ?—
Did it refufe to facrifice every thing to a haughty and
perfidious ally, and endeavor to obtain honorable
terms of accommodation ?—Did it adopt meafures to
prote&t our defencelefs and oppreffed commerce, and
to vindicate the honor of our infulted flag ?—Did it
prepare for defence, fhould our unproteéted feacoalts
be wantonly affaulted ?—~Did it make provifion to

?

defray
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defray the neceflary expenfe of thefe meafures, and
to fupport the public credit P-—-Dxd it endeavor to fe-
cure the internal peace of the country, by dilcounte-
nancing fedition, and by prohibiting lying and flan.
der, which were aiming to difturb our repofe ; and
by meafures to prevent feditious foreigners from af-
fuming an undue and dangerous influence P~---D1d
it do thefe thmgs 7=-Lo | with what mahg nity and
virulence is every meafure opnofed and condemned ?
From Maine to Georgia, the zlarm is qt once foundf-
ed ; and the cry of cppreflion, of tyranny, of mon-
archy, of more than Turkith defpotilm, is e’very where
raffed. Judging from the affefted plaintive moans,
which were every where uttered, over our liberties de-
ftroyed,and our country ruined,one would almoft have
thought, that poverty, and diftrefs, and {amine, pre-
vailed through the land ; that the terrors of the baf-
tile, of the inquifition, and of the guillotine, were at
leaft revived, if not exceeded ! But, notwith{tanding
all this noife and tumult, all this time, individuals are
rifing in opulence ; they are permitted to it quietly
and fecurely'by their own ﬁreﬁdes ; they are protet-
ed in their lives, in their reputation, and in their
eftates ; and the country at large is ingreafing in
wealth and refpe&abxht,, beyond all former example.
Is it not ftrange, then—would it not be incredible, were
it not an age of wonders, that fo many fhould be per-
fuaded, in the face of ~~idence to the contrary, which
every where meets their fenfes, that they were op-
prelied, 1mpoven(hed, and almoft ruined, by their gov-
ernment ! Y.* fuch, to the lafting difgrace of the de-
ceiver and the deceived, fuch 1s the melancholy fatt !

And
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And what, my friends, muft probably have been the
prefent ftate of our country, had not thefle mealures
been adopted, which have given fo much offence ?
Wha, if our citizens had been permitted to reccive
cominiffions from the in<:ndiary minilter of the
French Republic, and to arm in her favor ~—What,
if the government had wholly refufed to treat with
Great Britain ~—What, if it had fubmitted to all the
haughty claims of ¢ the Great Nation,”” without any
sefiftance P—What, if it had negletted to prote& our
commerce, and to prepare for defence ?—What, if it
had made no provifion for fupporting public credit ?
In this cale, what, by this time, muft have been our
fituation ? Italy, Switzerland, and Holland, can tell !
Inftead of being preferved in affluence and peace, our
country mu'’t have been reduced to a ftate of abjedt
degrae{a-nm and d*‘enched in blood. Ourinvaluable
civil and religious privileges muft have been wrefted
from us. Our wives muft have been widows, and
our children fatherlefs. Yet, neceflary as the meal-
ures of gove;"nment have been, to the profperity and
happinefls of our country, oppofition has been exceed-
ingly loud, and excredingly altive. It has,indeed, at
fength, fo far fucceeded, as to remove thofe, who have
taken the lcad in thefe meafures, from the feat of pow-
cr, and introduce thofe to their places, who have been
moft clamerous in oppofition. And muft not this be
a mciuancholy demonitration of ingratitude, to that
God, who gave us¢ hele rulers, and direQizd them tec
the adoption of thefe falutary meafures ?

2. Ingratitude to God has been manifeited, in the
aouie, with which the mitruments of fecumring valuable
bleflinga
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bleffings unto us, have been treated.  Should you fend
a fervant, with a valuable prefent, to a neighbor 1n
heedy circumftances, and thould this fervant uniform-
ly condud himfelf with civiiity and kindnefs, and give
evidence of folicitude for the weltare of him, on whom
the favor was beftowed, you would, furely, think this
neighbor very ungrateful, thould he, on receiving the
prelent, ,immc:diately turn the fervant out of doors,
and treat him with opprobrium and abufe. Now,
when rulers are made the active inftruments of fecur-
ing creat bleflings to any nation ; when they are led
to adopt fuch judicious meafures, as are neée{fary tQ
fec:ure‘tb,e peace and profperity of the country, they
are God’s fervants, to hand thefe bleflings to the peo-
ple. Andif fuch fervants uniformly difcover an at-
tachment to the interells of the people, and folicitude
for their welfare ; and, yet, after all, are turned out
of office with difgrace ; if lies are propagated, with a
view to deftroy their influence, and fink them into
contempt ; or if they are otherwife injured ; then
God is treated with great ingratitude. Butif this b
expreflive of ingratituc. .0 God, what thameful evi-
dence of this thameful wickednefs, muit the annals of
our country forever furnifh ! To fay nothing of him,
whom, above all other men, every genuine American
hgs delighted to honor ; but whole afhes, the rancor-
ous Ipirit of party cannot yet {uffer to repolein peace;
to fay nothing of any abulfe, which has been caft up-
on him, what a mals of flander, of opprobrium, and
of conteinpt, has been accumulating for ten years paft,
and heaped upon the moft diftinguifhed patriots in out .
ceuntry | Tes, the finger of fcorn has been moft wan-

tonly
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tonly pointed at the venerable Adams, at Jay, at Pick-
ering, at Fllfworth, at the Pinckneys, and others, their
copatriots, who have crown gray in their country’s
fervice, and f{tood foremoft in the mealures, which
have ¢ canfed us to ride on the high places of the
earth,”” and to ¢ eat the increafe of the field I’ It has
not been enough, to refufe to honor them with a con-
tinnance in office, where they would {till have devoted
“their talents to the good of their country ; but their
reputations have been placed on the rack, and tortur-
ed with every malignant fallehood, which envy and
malice, ever ingenious, could poflibly devife. And
this, too, by mufhroom patriots, who were difturbing
the repofe of other countries, which gave them birth,
or flumbering in thetr cradles, while they were labor-
ing to fecure the independence, peace, and profperity,
of America. Indeed, the treatment, which thc lead-
Ing men in our government have received, but too
nearly refembles the conduét of the men of Shechem,
who requited the kindnefs of Gideon, whom the Lord
fent to deliver Hrael from the hands of her enemies,
by flaying his threefcore and ten legitimate children,
and raifing the fon of his maidfervant to the throre.

3. Ingratitude to God is manifelted, by that fpirit
of pride, of envy, and of angry contention, which fo
alarmingly prevails in our country. When Jofeph
had beitowed on his brethren peculiar favors, and
richly laden them with provifion for themfelves and
families, he charged them, ¢ See that ye fall not cut
by the way.” He had been kind to them all, and
would have them fhow their gratitude, by kindneis
one to another. And fo God has beltowed very grea

fave:
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favors on our country, and he charges us, ¢ See that
ye fall not out by the way. Be not envious, one at
another. Let all bitternels, and wrath, and clamor,
ahd evil fpeaking, be put away from among you, with
all malice.” The favors, which God has kindly be-
ftowed upon us, are calculated to contribute to our
comfort. But, when we make them the occafion of
pride, of envy, and of unreafonzble contention, we
convert them into means of unhappinefs, and do, there-
fore, moft ungratefully abufe them. What if God
does do more for one, than he does for 2nother, either
with refpe& to temporz! or {piritual things ? Is this a
realon, why one fhould be filled with envy, or why
another thould deal proudiy ? We have all more than
we deflerve, and none have any thing, which they have
not received. And when we enjoy more than we de-
ferve, why fhould we envy thofe, who poiels more
than ourfelves ! And when we have nothing, which
we have not received, as a gift from God, why thould
we deal proudly, towards thofe, who are l=fs favored ?
Pride, and envy, and contention, are clofcly conneét-
ed, and they are all moft unreafonable, and ungrate-
ful returns, for favors received from God. Yet, how
much of this prevails | How is every ftate, and almoft
every town and fcciety, ¢ divided againft itlelf,” by
this mifchievous and wicked fpirit ! Should the un-
happy contenticns, which fo frequently diftral and
difgrace our public Councils, be traced to their fource,
would it not be found, that much more of pride and
envy, than of regard to God, or of love to cur coun-
try, are at’ the bottom ? But is not true eratitude sl
ways connected with hvmulity, and eppofed to euvy ?

And
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And does it not tend to produce harmony and love ?
That God confiders pride to be inconfiftent with grat.
itude, is ftrikingly evident, from what we find in fcrip-
ture, refpe@ting Hezekiah. He had received very
great favors from God, and had reccntly been raifed
from the gates of the grave. The king of Babylcn
fent to congratulate him, on His recovery, and he of-
ientatiouﬂy fhowed the Ambafladors all his treafures.
This was 2 manifeftation of the pride of his heart ;
and God confidered it as evidential of great ingrati-
tude. For, it is faid, ¢ Hezekiah rendered not again
:ccording to the benefit done unto him ; for bis beart
was lifted up ; therefore, there was wrath upon him,
and upon Judah and Jerufalem.” Exavy is nothing
but pride, operating in a certain way ; and *only by
pride cometh contention ;” all thefe things, thetefore,
muft be evidential of great ingratitude to God.

4 1ngratitu’de to God is manifefted, by the mifufe,
and abufe, of the bounties of his providence. Every
wilful mifpenfe, of what God has kindly given us,
muft be evidence of ingratitude to him. For, as all
the favors he beftows, if rightly improved, may be
made to anfwer fome valuable purpofe, and to con-
tribute to human enjoyment, gratitude muft require,
that they fhould be fo diipofcd of as to anfwer this
end. Whatever God gives us, he commits to our
care, as ftewards, and he will furely call us to render
an account of our ftewardfhip. Lconomy is ufually
confidered, rather zs a valuable qualification for the
. managemeny of domeltic or civil concerns, than as a
moral virtie ; and the want of it, rather as g misfor-
tune, than as a moral evil.  This, however, does net

C . cppear
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appear to give it the importance, to which it is enti-
tled, in the formation of a character. Real economy
is undoubtcdly entitled to a place, and perhaps not to
the lowelt place, among the chriftian virtues. There
is, indeed, a fpirit of parfimony, cr covetoufnefs,
which 1s fometimes dignified with the name of econ-
omy, but which is fo far from being a virtue, that it
1s a moft mean, degrading, and deteftable vice.  This,
to be {ure, 1s not to be encouraged. But economy,
that economy, which confifts in a prudent management
of all our concerns, with an ultimate regurd to the
glory of God, in the good of his kingdom, is a duty,
which he requires of us ; and a total neglett of it, 1t
it be not wholly inconfiftent with, muft at leaft be a
great blemifh in, the chriftian charalter. When our
Savior had miraculoufly fed a great muititude, with a
few loaves and fithes, he diretted his diiciples to
« sather up the fragments, that nothing fhould be
loft.”” And he has here emphatically inculcated the
duty of cconomy, and taught us, that whatever is val-
f1able, thould be carefully preferved, and put to its
proper ufe. For, though he could feed his dilciples
by a miracle, whenever he plealed, he would not allow
thein to wafte even the fragments, which remained.
Perhaps we fhould all confider 1t as an a&t of wicked-
nefs, thouild we fee any one wantonly deltroy a num-
ber of buihels of wheat, or a confiderable quantity of
any kind of provifion, when he knew, that there were
thofe around him, to whole comfort it would greatly
contribute, thould he beftow 1t upon them. But
where would be the mighty diflerence, between de-
{troying a confidcrable quantity at once, and deftroy-
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ing, or wafling, the fame quantity, by little and litde,
in the courfe of a mwonth, or a yea: ? And muft not
the walte, in either cafe, evince great ingratitude to
himn, who had Kindly placed this provifion in our
hands, and thus furnithed us with the means of being
uleful to ourfelves or others 7 And is not much 1n-
gratitude manifefted in this way ? It will be remem-
bered, that this eccnomy, which we recommend, is
not to be confounded with covetoufue's. They are
totally diftiné things, and have no relation at all to
each other. This mult be evident, from the fingle
confideration, that a man may be exceedingly covet-
ous, and yet have no economy. He may be fo cov-
etous, that he would go all lengths in difhonefly, to
add a little to his property, or that he would nearly
as foon part with his right hand, as contribute a few
ceats to any charitable ufe ; and yet be fo far remov.
ed from economy, as to fuffer much of his property
to be needlefsly walted, and even walte it himfelf,
i riotous living. And fo, on the other hand, a per-
fon may be a perfet economift, and yet be totally frec
from a fpirit of covetoufnefs. This is exemplified in
the charalter of Chrift. Mo one, furely, was ever
more eminent in devifing liberal things ; and yet no
one could be a more finithed pattern of cconomy, fo
far as he had any thing to do with this world’s goods.
Indeed,fo far are covctou,fn_e:fs and economy from being
the fame thing, or at all related, that covetoufne/s and a
want of economy, are both cvidential of ingratitude to
God, and are both prohibited in the chriftian code.
But though all want of economy muft evince ingrati-
tude to Gpd, this want of economy may appear in
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fome ways, which may be more oftenfive than others ;
becaufe, in ways, which are more dxre&ly injurious
to ourfelves, and thofe around us. Sometimes, the
bounties of Providence are not ‘merely wafted, but
they are worfe than wafted. fhis is the cafe, when
they zre confumed in riot, m mtemperame, in gam-
ing, in debaucnery, or in vain amufements, which
have no tendency to do rrood to ourfelves or others.
In fuch cafes, there is not merely 3 wafte of property,
but a wafte of time, and a wafte of health. When di-
vine bounties are wafted in thxs way, they are confum-
ed upon our lufts, and even dlre&ly devoted to the fer-
vice of the grand enemy of God, and Jf our own fouls.

It is ufually far lefs difficul: for us to dxfcover, that
things are wrong in others, than that thcy are wrong
in curfelves. It is not unlikely, that fome will read-
ily allow, that wantonly to deftroy, or carelefsly to
wafte property, muft be an evil, who yet allow theme
felves to vifit the cardtable, and other {cenes of frohc
and revellmg, and perhaps fomctlmes {pend money
for firong drink, or other luxuries, when they can, at
be.t, do them no good ; and, though they do this,
f{carcely indulge an apprehenfion, that they are doing
wrong. You would be very angry with a man, and
think him guilty of an 2& of great wickednefs, if he
fhould throw a bulhel of wheat into a river, inftead of
beﬂowmg it on a peor neighbor, and gladdening the
hearts of his ftarving family. Yet you can fee no e-
vil in wafting hour after hour, of your precious time,
at the cardtable, or in the ball room, and devoting
your property to a purpole, to {ay the belt of it, not
more ufeful, than though you were to caft it into a
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yiver.  But would not this property, which you thus
mifpend, go as far towards relicving the necefliries of a
poor, fuffering family, as that which the other man
chofe wantonly to deftroy ?—But if all fuch things
are really a mifpenfe and abufe of divine favors, and
if to mifpend and abufe them be evidentis! of ingrati-
tude, how much evidence cf this iniquity is furrithed
in this way —Qnce more, |

5. The moft awful ingratitude to God, is manifeft-
ed in dire@ difobedicnce to his laws, and 1n an open
and obflinate rejeCtion of the mercy offered unto us
in the gofpel. In this way, the moft diret and finifh-
cd evidence is furnifhed, that, as a people, we have in-
deed forgotten God, who made us, and lightly eftcem-
ed the Rock of our fulvation. This was the way, in
which Ifracl of old, manifefted their ingratitude, or
kicked aganft the Lord. Accordingly, we read, in
the verfes ccnneéted with our text, © They provoked
him to jealoufy with ftrange gods, with abominations
provoked they him to anger. They facrificed to dev-
ils, not to God to gods, whom they kmew not, to
new gods, that came newly up, whom your fathers
feared not.  Of the Rock that béﬂat thee thou haft
bcen usmiandiul, and haft forgottr*n God that formed
thec,” Tt is trne, th'lt in countries, where the light
of the gofpel fhines, and i IL our own country, in par-
ticular, the worfhipping of ftocks, and flones, and im-
ages, is not the rage of the prefent day. Rut it is c-
qually true, that, with many, the true God is as little
regarded, as thele ¢ vanities of the heathen.”’ By
multitudes, the folemn fervices of his worfhip, wheth-
er in the clulet, or ip the ‘amily, or in public, arc to-
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