BY HIS EXCELLENCY

Oliver Wolcott, E{q.

GOVERNOR anp COMMANDER v CHIEF of Tue STATE or CONNECTICUT,

A PROCLAMATION.

AS it peculiarly becomes a Chriftian People, at particular and flated Seafons, by Humiliation and Prayer, to j;;)
therr dzvout Homage to ALmicuty GOD;---

J HAVE thought proper to appoint,

and do hereby appoint FRIDAY, the fourteenth Day of ArriL next, to be obferved as a Day of public
HuwMitiation, FASTING and PraveR, throughout this State ; recommending to all the People, in their folemn
Aflemblies, on that Day, devoutly to acknowledge their Dependance on the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe, and
with fincere Repentance for our many Sins, humbly to implore, of a merciful Gop, their Forgivencfs and
Remiffion, the gracious Aids of his Spirit, and the Bleflings of his Providence.

That he would continue to us and {ucceflive Generations, the Gofpel of Peace and Salvation ;--_teach the
Hearts of all Men to know its Truth and Excellence, and to obey its holy Precepts :---Succeed the Means of Edu.
cation and Learning ; blefs our Youth, furnifh their Minds with ufeful Knowledge, and enrich them with the
chriftian Graces :---That he would fmile on our Hufbandry ; give and preferve to us the goodly Fruits of the
Earth :---Profper our Commerce, reftrain the arbitrary Enterprizes lo extenfively praétifed upon it, and caufethe
Nations at War, to obferve towards our Trade and Navigation, the Laws of Juftice and good Faith ;--_fave us
from defolating Difeafes; and grant that in ali our lawfut Bufinefs and Vocations, we may experience the Di-
vine Care and Beneficence. And moreover, humbly to befeech the Throne of Grace, that the God of Wifdom
would enlighten the public Councils of this State, thereby to increafe the Means of focial Improvement and Hap-
pinefs among the People, and to confirm and perpetuate the public Order, Liberty and "I'ranquillity.

That the United States may continue to be under the Superintendence and holy Proteétion of the Sovereign
Arbiter of Nations :---That he would infpire all our Citizens with a Love of their Country, and each other; ce-
ment our Union; impart to all Departments of the Government Wifdom and Integrity, uprightly and ably
to conduét the public Interefts confided to their Care:---Still continue gracioufly to {mile on our earneft and
faithful Endeavours to preferve our Peacc;---caufe the Negociations with the French Republic to iffue in the
Acknowledgement and fecure Eftablithment of our juft Rights, and the Reftoration of Amity and good Agree- |
ment between the two Countries.

And that it would pleafe Gob to afford his gracious Aids to the Prefident of the United States, in the Difcharee
of the arduous Duties on which he is entering ; and that he may be enabled, by a wife and impartial Admini-
ftration of them, to preferve that Confidence of the People in this Branch of our Government, by which it has
been {o eminently diftinguifhed :---That the Benediétions of Heaven may attend the late Prefident of the United
States, in his Retirement from his long, ufeful and difinterefted Services to our Country.

And that Gop, who is the Author of Peace and Lower of Concord, would reftrain the Rage and Pride of
warring Nations, and caufe them to fubmit to righteous and equitable Terms of Peace.

And that all thofe to whom the Miniftration of the Gofpel of Chrift Fefus is committed, may be influenced by
that Spirit which the Gofpel is adapted to infpire; and that the Effect of their Miniftration may be the Ad-
vancement of the peaceful Kingdom of the Gieat Redeemer among Mankind.

ALL SERVILE LABOUR ON sAID DAY 1S FORBIDDEN,

G1veN at Litchfield, this feventeenth Day of March, i the Year of our Lorp one thoufand feven hundred
and ninety feven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the twenty-firft.

By his Excellency’s Command, OLIVER WOLCOTT,
SAMUEL WyLLYs, Secretary.



