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ANY of Dr. Witherfpoon's tea ... 
ders and friends in Squth, as well 

as N(Jrth Britain, who willi well to Am~.,. 
riean LIBERTY, will be difgufted with 
his pleading the caufe of INDEPENDENCY. 
, But there are others, equally friends to 
their king and country, who heartily 
willi America to be independent, though 
they 'utteily difapprove the meafures 
taken to make it fo. The Reverend Dr. 
TUCKER, dean of Briftol, (whofe loyalty 

• 

none will doubt any more than his po-
litical abilities) long fince urged Great 
Britain to give up the rebellious colonies, 
from a perfuafion this would be to her 
own intereft. And LORD CAMDEN, the 
other day in the Houfe of' Lords, ex­
prefling his defires and hopes' of peace 
with America, declared, "that he would 
" affifthis Majefty's minifters in accom­
',~ p~ifhing it, as far as his abilities carried 
"~ him; and that he would not arraign 
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(( them, if they fhould not make it on 
C( any other terms, than GIVING 'UP J'HE 

(C .SUPREMACY OF THE COUNTRy:1 So 
far as the following Addre[s has a real 
tendency to the honour of the crown~ 
and the intereft of the Britinl Empire, 
(which the aathor mentions as on:e dbject 
in pleading for American independence) 
it has the g:ood withes of . ~ 
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.. S fdon as I had· oonfented to the publica~ 
, 

. tion of the foregoing.Sermon, I felt an 
itrefiftible defire to accompany it with a few 0 

words- addreffed to YOU in particular. . I am 
certain I feel the attachment of country, as far 
as it is a virtuous or laudable principle; per­
haps, it would be nearer the truth. to fay ,as 
far as it is a natural and pardonable prejudice. 
He who is fo pleafed may attribute it to this 
la{t, wh~n 1 fay, that I have never feen caufe 
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'An Addreft 10 tht 

,to be afhamed of the place of my birth: that, 
, fince the revival of arts and letters in Europe', 
in the clofe of the fourteenth, and beginning of 
the fifteenth century, the natives of Scotland 
have not been infer\or t~ thofe of any other 
country, for genius, eruditIOn, military prowefs, 
or any of thofe accompliihments w'hich improve 
or embellifh human nature. When to this it 
is added, that fince my coming to America at 
an advanced' period of life, the friendfhip of 
my countrymen has been as much above myex­
pectation as defert, I hope every ,reader wili 
confider what is now to be offered as the effect 
not only of unfeigned good-will, but of the 
moft ardent affection. 

It has given me no little uneafinefs, to hear 
the word SCOTCH ufed as a term of reproach 
in the American controverfy; which COtl~ only 
be upon the fl1~pofition, that ftrangers of that 
.country are m9te univerfally oppofed .. tQ,:th~ li­
.l?~rt.i~~ pfAmerica, than, thofe who::~~re!bo(n 

. . '~. " .. 

in, SQuth-Brit.lin or Ireland. I am fenfil:)le, [·his 
, 

has beel) done, in [orne news-papers .~nd;,con-

, 

,temptible anonymous publications', ih a manner 
that was neither warranted by trmh:. no~ di,­
rected b.y prudence. There are ma,oY natives 
of SCutland in this country, whore oppofition 
to the.unjufl claims of Great Brirain has b~('n as 
early and uniform, founded upon as rational· 
and liberal principles) tlnd therefore likely to 
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be as laiting, a,s that of any fet of men what. 
ever. ,., 

,As to Great Britain itfelf, time has now 
fully difcovered, that the real friends of Ame~ 
rica in any part of that kingdom were very few; 
and thofe who1e friend(hip was dilinterefted, 
and in' no degree owing [0 their own political 

. faCtions, . frill. fewer., The wife and valuable 
part of the nation were, and as yet are, in a 
great meafure ignorant of the {late of ·things in 
this country; neither is it eafy for the bulk of 
~ people to (hake off their prej udices, and open 
their eyes upon the great principles of univer­
falliberty. ,It is therefore at leaf! very difputa~ 
ble, whether there is any juft ground for the 
diftinCtion between Scotch and Englijh in this 
fubjeC1: at all. 

This difpute, howevet·, I do not mean co 
enter upon, becaufe it is of too little moment 
to find a place here. But fuppofing that, in 
fome provinces efpecially, the natives of Scor­
land have been too much inclined to fupport 
the ufurpations of the parent frate, I will firft 
·endeavour to account for it, by affigning fOI!1e 
of its probable caufes, and then offer a few 
confiderations, which fhould induce them to 
wipe off the afperfion entirely by a contrary 
,ondua. ' 

• 

As ~o the fir!l: of thefe, I will mention what 
l Curpofe tQ have been the firft and radical 
. B ~ caufe, 

'. 

I 

• 



, 

• 

• ... , An Addrefs to the 
• 

cauf~, and which gave birth to every other, Qf 
• • 

the cifaffeftion of fome of the natives of Scot-, . . 

land to the juf!: privileges of America, What 
I have in view was" The friends of liberty, . in 
~any places of America, taking th~ part of, 
~nd feeming to confider themfelves as in a great 
meafure engaged in the fame caufe w~th, that 
very diftinguifi1ed· perfon, JOHN WILKES, 
Efq; of London., This was done not only in 
many writings and news-paper diifert,ations, 
but one or two colon.ies, in fome of their moll: 

, 

refpeClabJ~ meetings, manifef!:ed their attach-
men.t:to him, and feemed to confider him as 
their friend and patron. Number XLV, which 
WM ,the mof!: ofienfive number ofa.worthlefs , 

• 

paper; w~s repeated and echoed by the muft 
filJy and rediculous allufions to it, through 
every part of the country, and by many who 
co,uld not teU what was fignified by the term. 
: . ~t will not be neceifary to fay much on tire 
.pru~elilGe of fuch a 'conduct, ~tcau[e, I [uppo[e, 
tkofc; ;who expeCted Wilkes's mob would pull 
~oown . th.e parliament houfe, or that .there ~ 
w.oul~.be infurreCl:ions all over the kingdom 
-in' behalf of. America, are by this time' fully 

, (fadsfi<:d of their 'mi11ake. It appears now, in 
.,~bt: :.c~earefl: m~nn.er" that till very lately, thoie 
who feemed to take the part of America in. the 
Btiliili Parliament~ n~yer did it, on American 
princip~s. Theycit4er did no.t. und~rfi.anq, 
. ' . . 

or , , 
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or were not willing to admit the extent of our . . 

claim. Even the great Lord Chatham's bill for 
reconciliation, would not have been accepted 
here, and did not m;;terially diRer from what 
the .mJniftry would have confented to. The 
~ruth is, the far greater part of the countenance 
given in Britain to the complaints of this coun­
try, was by thofe who had no other inteIJtion 
jn it, than to ufe them as ~he engine of oppo­
fition t6 the miniftry for the time being. It is 
true, f()me of them have now learned to reafon 
very juftly, and upon the molt liberal princi. 
pIes; bl,lt their number is not great, and it 
was not the cafe with anyone fpeaker or writer, 
whofe works I have had the opportunity of 
perufIng, till the very Jaft ftage of the quarrel. 
. Wl1at effect this WILKISM (if I may fo 
[peak) of many Americans may be fuppofed to 
have had uPQn the minds of gentlemen from , 

Scotland, it is not difficult to explain. That 
• 

gentleman and his affociates th-ought proper to 

found the whole of their apparition to the then 
~ninifrry, upon a contempt and hatred of the 
Scots nation, and, by the moll illiberal methods, 
and the moil: fcandalo\.1s falfehoods, to .ftir up 
a national jealoufy between the Northern and 
SOllthern parts of the ifland. There was not 
a vile tt;rm" or hatefuhdea, which ancientvul • 
. gar 'a.nimofiEY had e.ve:r: ufed, . though long 
*niQnhad m~e them." fcarcely" intelligible, 

. .. 
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• 

• 
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which he did not rake up, and bring ipto credit 
by writing and converfation. The confequence 
of this is well known. Wilkes and (orne 
others were burnt in effigy in Scotland, and it 
produced fo {hong an attachment to the king 
and miniftry, as has not yet fpent its f~rce. In 
thefe circumftances, is it to be wondered at, 
that many who left ScotlaFld within' the 1aft 

. . 

fifteen years, when they heard Wilkes, and 
tbofe wbo adhered to him, extolled and cele­
brated by the fans of liberty, fhould be apt to 
confider it as an evidence of the fame fpirit ? 
Perhaps we may go a little higher with this re. 
mark, in tracing political appearances to their 
Iource. It is generally faid, that the .. 
himfe1f has difcovered a vi:::llent rancorous per.. . . 
ronal hatred againft the Americans. If this be 
true, and I know nothing to the contrary, it 
may eafily be accounted for upon the fame 
principles. 

I am far from fuppofing that this' was a 
.good reafon for any man's being cool to the 
American caufe, which was as different from 
tha~ of Wilkes as light is from darknefs. It 
was, indeed, doing great difhonour to the noble 
ftruggle, to iuppofe it to have any conneCtion 
with ·who fhould be in or out of court-favour 

• • 

at London; and ~herefore it i was always my . 
opinion, that thofe who only .railed againft 
the kin~ .and miniftry"did ,not carry· the· argu-

. , me1'lt 

• 

• 

, 

• • 
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Natives of Scotland. 1 
ment home, nor fully underftand the- nature of 
their own plea. In order to juftify the Arne­
rican oppofition, it is not neceifary to iliew, 
that th~ perfons in power have invaded Liberty 
in Britain, it is fufficient to fay, that they, with 
the concurrence of the whole nation; have re-

, 

fufed to fuff~r in to continue in the colonies. 
_. . . . 

, , 

" .This leads me to the fecond part of my de-
, . . . 

figl1, 'which was to lay, before you the reafons 
which' I think iliould induce every lover of 
j uftice, an~, of mankind, not only to be a well. 

. . - . 
wi(he,r~ but, a firm and ftedfaft friend, to 
Ainerica in this important conteil:. ' 

, 

': ,It ,has often been fai9, that the prefellt is 
likely to be an important rera to' AMERICA:' 

I think, we may fay much more: it is likely 
to be ,an important rera in the, hiftory of MA,N­

KI~D.", In the ancient migrations, a new coun­
try was generally fettled by a fmall, uncon­
neCted, af.ld ,ignorant band. The people and 

, , 

foi~: w.~~e alike uncultivated, and therefore they 
,pr~cef!,ded to improvement by very flow, de­
gr~~s ,; , nay, '!lan y of, them' fell ~ack and de- I . . .., . 
gener~ted ,into aftate vaftly more favage th~n 
[be, people from whence they came. In A~~~ 
rica we. fee' a rich and valuable foil, and ,an 

' .... ~ ..... ~ ',. 

extenfive country, taken poffeffion of by th~ 
, 

power, ,the learning, ,and the wealth of E,u.rop~ • 
.F:9.r. ~I~ifl Feafon it is, n:ow , exhi9iting,' to: the 
" :," world 
, , 

, 

, 

• 
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• 

. 

world a feene which it never faw· before. I~ 
has had a progrefs in improvement and popu .. 
Jation fo rapid, as no political calculators have 
been able to afcertain. I look upon every' 
thing-t.hat nasbeen faid upon this fubjeCl: to be 
mere' conjeCture, except in fuch places as there . , 

has been an aCl:ual enumeration. When -men 
fay that America doubles in fifteen or ~wenty 
years; they fpeak by guefs, and thij fay 'no· 
thing;· ,In fome' places. they may be" urtqer or 
over' the truth. 'But rhere are ~aft rraas of , , . , , 

land' thirt, fitl everY' yelIt' with inhabitants, and 
yet the old fetrled places ftill continue'to en-
ereafe. ' , ' .' ,- , 

, It is proper to obferve t thatt~ Bril:'hh:~ fet~. 
demerits -have bee'n -itriproved in· a:pl'dparfidn 
far beyond the fettlements of other:'~ t1r(jp~ah 
·.rr.itidns~ To what! d\h this be afcri'Ered-?' Not . " . 
to· 'Hie' Hi-mate·; fo·r;·:rney are otaH iclirnates. 

i , .' 

, No{ to ,the' people-; 'fo,r they area: ri1ixtpre Of . 
nW;natiotrs. It mull:', therefore be r~fo'lveG' fingly 
into 'the degree" Of,Biitifh liberfywhidf; they 
broutht' from h\}tb6'j' a~d "which' p'ervaded"more 
or~lefs;tlreir' fevd"itl Lconftitutions. If ,has been 

I ' . 

repe~ted to us, 'I 'know not how' often; by the 
mer~miry 'fuort-fighted writers in favour of 
fubmiflion to, or re:.union with, Great Britain, 
that we have thriven very much in pall: times, 
,. , 

hyoor dependance on the mother country, 
~d "'therefore we fhould be loth ·to·· part. 
, . Thofe 

• 

• , 

• 

, 

• 
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thefe writers forget that the very complaint is, 
that .{he will not fuffer us to enjoy oilr ancient 
rights.. Can any paft experience {bow that we 
fhallrhtive under new impofitions? I fhould be 
glad any fuch reafoners would attempt to prove, 
that we have thriven by our dependance. I 
concdve it is a necetfary confeq uence, that 
thofe provinces muft have' thriven moil which 

.hilve :b~en mof!: dependant. But the contrary 
is felf-evident; Thofe which have hitherto en.; - . . 

joyed -the freeft form of government, though 
greatly inferior in foil and climate, have yet 
outftript the others in number of people, and 
value of land; merely' becaufe the laft were 
more under the influence of appointments and 
authority from home. 

When this is the undeniable ftate of things, 
can allY perf on of a liheral mind wifh, that: 
this great and growing country fhould be 
brought back toa ftate of fubjeCtion to a dif­
tarlt power? And can any man deny, th,ar if 
they had yielded to the claims of the Bririfh 
parliament, they would have been no better 
than a parcel of tributary {tares; ruled by Icrdly 
tyrants, and exhaufted by unfeeling penfioners, 
under commiffion of one, roo difbnt co hear 
the cry' of oppreffion, and furrounded bythofe 
who had an intereft in deceivi:lg him. It 
ought, therefore, in my opinion, [0' meet wirh 
t~e cQrdial approbation of every impartial per. 

C 'ion, 
, , 

-
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, 

fon, as I am confident it will of pofterity, that 
they have united for common defence, and re­

,folved that they will be free and independent, 
becaufe they cannot be the one without the 
other. I • 

As this meafure, long forefeen; has now taken 
place, I {ball beg leave to fay a few things upon 
it, in which I mean to thew, 

, That it was neceffary that it will be ho~ 
nourable and profitable and that, in all 
probability, it will be no injury, but a real 
advantage to the ifland of Great Britain. 

, 

FIRST; it had become abfolute1y neceffary. 

, 

All reconciliation, but upon the footing of un- . 
conditional fubmiffion, had been pofitiveIy re­
fufed by Great Britain; unlefs, therefore, the 

, colonies had refolved to continue in a loofe and 
broken ftare,with the name of a government which 
they had taken anns to oppofe, the frep which 

',they have now taken could not have been avoid­
,ed. "Befides, things had proceeded fo far, and 
'fuch meafures had been, taken on both fides, 
,that it had become impoffible to lay down a 
,fcheme by which they fi10uld be fure of our 
dependence, and we, at the fame time, fecured 
in our liberties. Whil~ things continued in 
theiranciellt frate, there was perhaps a power on 
.the part, of each, of which .they were hardly 
. confcious,: ,':or were afraid, and unwilling ,to 

, , , 
, , I , exert. 
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• 
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·exert. But, after the encroachments had been 
made andl-efifted, to expett any thingel[e than 
a coptinued atte,mpt to extend authority on the 
one hand, and to guard againft it on the other, 

, . 

is to difcDver little l:nowledge of human nature. 
In fuch a fitl;lation, though e\'t'ry claim of 
America fhould be yielded, ihe would fooll be 
either in a ftate of continual confufion, or ab~ 
folute fubmiffion. The king of England, living 
in his Englifh dominions, would not, and in­
deed durft not, affent to any act of an Amerr­
c:an legifiature, that was, or was fuppofed to 'be, 
hurtful to his Englifu fubjeas. This is not 
founded on conjetture, but experience. There 
is not (at leaft Dean Swift affirms it) any depen­
dance of IRELAND upon England, except an act 
of the Irifh parliament, that the king of Eng­
land !hall be king of Ireland. This laft has a 
feparate independant legiflature, 'and in every 
thing e1fe~ but the above circllmftance, {eems 
to be perfeCtly free. Yet if any man fhould 
aifert, that the one kingdom is not truly fl1bject 
to the other, he would, in my opinion, know 
very little of the ftate and hiftory of either. 

SECONDL Y; a ftate of independency will be 
both honourable and profitable to this country. 
I pafs over many ad vantages in the' way of 
commerce, as well as'in other refpetls, that 
mull: necelfarily accrue from it, that I may . 

C 2 dwell 

, 

, 

• I 

• 

• 



• 

'4n AddreJs to the 
, 

dwell a little on the great and leading benefit, 
which is the foundation of all the reft. 

, , 

, 

We {hall have the opportunity of forming 
plans of government, upon'the moll: rational1 

juft, and e,qual principles. 
, 

I confefs I have ~lways looked upon this witQ 
a kind of enthufiafric fatisfaC}:ion: The caf~ 
I '. • • , , , 

never happened before fince the world began. 
,£\11 governmepts we Jlq~e read of in former 
~ges, were fettled by caprice or accident, by 
the influence of prevailing parties or particular 

, 

perfons, or prefcribed by a conqueror. , Irppor. 
tant improvements qave indeed been forced upon 
[orne conftitutions by the fpirit of daring men, 

• d" '", 1 

(upported by fuccefsful, infurr~t1:i()ns. But to 
, ' 

fee a gQv~rnment" in large andpoPLJlace'coun-
nies, fetded from i~s foundation by qdjqe.rate 
~oun[d? and direCted immediately to, thj:i':pu~­
pc go,od. of the prefent and future geperat}qns" 
while the people are ,waiting for the, dec~fion~ 
with fHll confidence in the Wlfdomall9 irppar­
tiality of thOfe to whom, they have c9Il!mi;te4 
the importan~ truft, is. certainly a1.tog~th~r _new! 

• • 

vVe learn, indeed, from hiftory, that fmall 
l.ribes, and fet:blt: 'new fe:ttlements, ,d.i9c fo~e-

" . 
tim~s, employ one man of. ,eminent wrif~m to 
r . .. , 

prepare a fyitem of J~w~ foqhem .. -Even thi~ 
~as! -awiCemearure, alld ,:qttended with h,apry 
r;ffc:4s: ~ut how vqil: ~h~ qifftrerence! whf:.O 
'-,""" , •• . ,'1.. . .' . r 

we - • , ' 
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~e have the f)!:perience of an. ~ge$), the' hiftory 
()f human fociedes, and the well.~nowl) .caufes 
pi profperity ~nd mifery in ~t~er: gQvemIJl(;JH~" 
~() affift us in the d,::>i~e. _ " - ' ,';, 

The prof peel of this happy ,ejrcrmftance;J and 
~hepombility of lofing it, has filled me. with 
anxiety for fame tjme. SQ ~ar as we have hi. 
therto proceeded, there has been great unani­
mity and publick fpirit. The inhabitants' of 
~very province, and perfons 0'[ all denominati. 
have vied with each other in zeal for the com-

- . 

mon intereit But was it not to be feared, that . -
! " " 

~ome men would aC'luire .over-bearing 'influ-
ence? That hum;l.n weaknefsand human paf. 
,fions woul4 difcover t~emfelves,and prevent 
.the fil}ifhing of what has'been _ happily begun?­
In the time of the civil'waJ:s in England, 'had 
they fettled 'a' regular form' of gover'o'ment as 
foan'as the parliament had obtained an 'evident 
fuperioHty, their liberties ·would· never; have 
been ihaken, and the, Revofl1tion: w0111dhave 
been!·onneceffary. But by -delayirig tli~" i:h'ing 

• 

too long,<they were hrokeh inca parties; jrid 
bewildered'!n their views, a~d at -lair' [<andy 
fllbmlt~ed;' 'without rdiftance, to' that very ty~ 
rannyagai'nft: 'which they hid fOlight . "Jjiffi;qo 
much'glory and fUceef~. "~r-thefe reaf6~. I 
think that every' candid ancllibcrarnlfi~:a)OutthC . <:> • 

to rejoice in the meafurcs lateiy i:.ike\hbr-dbgfi 
~4~ ftflltr~' 9f Am~ji~a, ,an~pa.rtici.lla~11.':~~S2Iate 

.. 
, 
• 

-

, decla-

, 

• 

• , 

, 
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declaration of Independency; as it will not only 
give union and force to the meafuresof defence 
while they are neceffary, but lay a founqation 
for the birth of millions, and the future im­
provement of a great partof the globe. I have 
Dnly to obferve~ . 

THIR OL Y, that I am confident' the indepen­
Elency of America will, in the end, be to the 
real advantage of the iIland of Great Britain. 

Were this even otherwife, it would be a weak 
• • • • 

4lrgumeM CJgainft the claims of jull:ice. . Why 
fuould the fecurity or profperiry of ihis vall: 

• 

countrv be facrificed to. the (uppofed intereft of 
an jnc~nfiderable fpot r But I cannot 'believ.e, 

, 

that t~e, mifery and fllbjeCl:ion of any country 
on earth is neceffary to ,the happin€fs of ano-

. I • .: • 

ther .. Blind partiality and felf-interell: may re:, 
. - -

prefent it in this lig~t, bllt tile opinion is delll-
five,: t~e.-fuppofition is falfe. The fuccefs and 
increafe of one nation ,is, or may be,a beoent 
to, every, other. ,It is feIdom, indeed, that a 
people in general ,can receive and ,adopt thefe 
generous fentiments; - theyare,~evenhele[s, 
pe~femy juft. ' It is induftry only, and not 
p9ffeffions, that makes the ftrength al]d wealth 
of a nation; and, this is not hindered bu.t en-

, -

couraged, pr.ovoked, and rewarded, by t4c; in .. 
, 

9uftry of others *. , . 

" See DlVlIi( Hllm,'J !ll'ay on the ]ealoufy of Trade~ 
, 

, 
, 

But 
, 

• 
, 
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But, 'to 'leave the general principle, or rather 
to apply it to the cafe of Great Britain and 
America, what profit has the former received 
from the latter? and what can it reafonably ex­
peCl: for the future? Only its TRADE, and 
fuch part of its trade as tends to encourage the 
induftry, and encreafe the number of the inha­
bitalm. It will be [aid, they imend to raife a 
large clear net revenue upon us by taxation. 
It has been fhewn by many, that all the taxe~ 
whieh they couH.l raife would only ferve to feed 
the infatiable defire of wealth in place-men and 
penfioners, to encreafethe influence of theerown, 
and the corruption of r.he people. It was by the 
aequifition of numerous provinces that ROME 
haftened to its ruin. But (:ven [uppofing it 
.otherwife, and that, without any bad confe­
.quences among th~mfelves, they were to acquire 
a great addition to their yearly revenue, for 
£very .{billing they gained by taxes, they wouid 
100f6 ten in the way of trade. Fora trifling 
addition to the furns of publick money, to be 
applied or wafted by tIle minifters of frate, they 
would have ten times [he qU<lntity diftribL)t~d 
among ufeful manufaCl:urers, the ftrengdl and 
glory of a frate. I think this has been fome­
.times compared. to the differe,nce between 
draughts of fpirituous liquors to intoxicate the 
Jlead, or' 'Yea ken the ftomach, and ';cool re­

.. :.. . . .: . ' . '. . f~eJhing 
• • .. - . 

, . . 

• 

• 

• 
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Jfrelliing food to .giye foundnefs, :heaith, and 
"Vigour;·to every member of the 'body. . 

The ttade then of Arnericaj as foon as·peace 
1s fetded, will be as open to them as' ever. But 
:jt wiU 'be faid, "They have now an exclufive 

• 

'" 'trade; they will then' but fuare it among 
• • 

" 6ther nations." I anfwer, an e·xclufive trade 
is not eafily preferved; and wh'eh it is preferv'. ' 
ed, the reftriCtion is commonly more hurtful 
than·ufefl:1l. Trade is of a nice' and delicate' 
lJ'iature; it is founded upon intereft; it will 
forccoits way where intereft leads, and can hardly 
tbe made to go in' another direction. The Spa­
niards have an exclullve trade, as far as they 
pleafe to confine it, to their own plantations. 
Do they reap much benefit from it?· 1 believe 
not. Has it made their own people more in .. 
duftrious at home? J uft the contrary. Do~ 

it not, in the natural courfe of things, make 
a people lefs careful to work as well, and 
feU as cheap, as others, to procure voluntary 
pUfchllfers, when they know they can fend their 
goods to thofe who are obliged to take them? 
Does it not both tempt and enable great mer:' 
chants in the capital, to import from other 
nations what they can export to fllCh a forced 
market to advantage? By this means a confi ... 
derable profit may come into the cofferS of a 
few particular perfons, while no elfential fer-

, 

vi~e is done to the people,. and the ultimate 
profi-t; 

-

-

, 

(' 
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, . , 
, 

· p:ro~t is carried to that country where the goods 
"are produced or fabricated. It has ,been repeat-

• , • I 

~dly; faid by political writers in England, that 
'tI£l:ia1ance of trade' IS' againft that country to 
,.... . , '... . 
every nation, exceptlrigPortugai and tlicir oWn 
'.,'. t .• , 

'plantations. I Will not a~f\Ver for the truth or 
'tmiverfality of this affertion; but if it is trlle 

, .' - . 

, in any nieafure;' I wm venture to afflrm, upon 
, the principles of general. reafon, .. that the cadre 
, which produces it is no other, than the exclu-
fiV'etr~de they have' hitherto enjoye,d to the 
Amel:ic-an fettlements. " 
, 13tit ~he circumftan~e 'which i appr~hend will 
contribute Inoft to the intereft of Great 'Britain 
,in Americ:m independence is, its influence in 
'peopling and enriching this great conti'nent. 

· " . 

, ;kw\\l certainly tend to make the American 
, 

'ft'ates nUmerous, powerful, and opulent" to a 
degree n9t eafilyconceived. The great and pe­
netrating Montefquieu, in his fpir,it of laws, 
~a~.fhewn, in the. ,clearefl: manner, that n'othing 
contributes fo much to the profperity o(a peo. 

, ple" as the ftate offociety among them,and t!1e 
form ,of their government., 4- free gO,vernment 
overcomes ever}',:: obib.ele, inakes a' defirt a 
fruitful field, and fills a bleak and barren coun-

, . , 

, try,\Vjth ,all ~h~, q>nven~enci~'s of life." If fo, 
•••• j .' ~- •• • . 

· ",h,at., m~ft be~he operation of this powerful 
caure, upon' C?t}o't~ies which enjo'y, in the 
higheft degre~, every advantage that can, be de • 
. , 1;)', rived 

• f , 

• 
• 

• 

, 

• 

, 
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rived from (huation, 'c1inla're, and 'foil? "n !the 
, , 

'trade of AmeriCa has h'ither'to heenfo' ',g're~t a 
'benefi~t6England, how. nlqch more, v~H:t~b~e 
.fl1ay li be,' ~~en this cC)Urltryfhall be·nillJ.~·ilre 

'it? This argument is liable to no Q~Jstt,lOh, 
'butwhat'may arife fro~ the lois of~l,1excJhlii~e 
tr'ade,which I have already co'nJidered. 'It' may 
'be added, 'however; that there is)not'now,'ilbr, 
ever has been, any' ~~erJion in the .Ame~j'tans 

'., ,. " .' • I'.' : ,". 

'to the "people of Great -Hi-i'tain ; 'fo tnat 'they 
may be fure of our traae' if they tre)ai>~s~as 

'.\\iel l' as 'others, ';'nd 'if othe'rwife they 'QoJti~t de-
0, . . , • . ' .• 

''ferve It. ' " 
, 

:1 might 'illullrate the argument,' by~:ftailng 
the, i?rob~)Jle' \.o.rifequehces qf a. contrary:':fllP-

, , 

"polition. 'If Great' Bri'tain 'flioilld ptev~il, ~or 
. ·f;· .. ·' t. " .. ', ,.-. "O"'r--~ overcome ; the American '{btes, 'and" eftabtj'fh" 

- ,~iCerby;\vfth ibfoliite'aiithority inev~t{pr? 
Gvjrice~ ,all 'men '~f,'fpirit' and lovers of'freeab:m 
"woUld 'ce'itdi'nly'witlidraw 'tnerbfdves''co''a'2dr-' 
'''ne'r,J;if)fuc'h -cabld 'be found, out b(%{t~ach 
lofty"faiihy"~nd op·ptdmOh. 'The nU'n1bets'bf 
i'th~'p~ople,'~tany rate~;wbtil~ fenfibly'de~t~~fe, . 

.. tn6irwdlth "would 'be"fp~edily exhaufted~' ~nd 
l thefe "wbi.ildiemain ohly' a nominal authbdty 
"'riJer a t1'efolate 'co'untry,'in 'returnfOl>th'e v~ft 
; e~~~nde 1iid Oi.lt' in; the cohqueft,and liri 'plice 
. of 'a:great~'ahd"p~ofidb}e Wade by which; bbth 
,'~nilfforii*ere m~e 'Mp,PY' ' ' " , 

, . 
1 

, 
,~ One 

• 

, 

• 

• • 
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• 

J)J},e.Q( the argl!!11e~t~, if they. rpa.y. ~ecaIJed 
~:"I~~de t~r~: qf' a~(~inft . this c~~~t~Y.' a~fori 

\\;~<;l}; ap obljga~io}i t.o ol;>edi~~se: ~a~. been 

Q~eQ at in blq.od. ap~ treafu~e, fC?( o~ir protec-
j" • ",".' " "! 

~ioJ1 in.f9rme.r·wa~s,.·. 1'his argJ.lm;nt~·h~s qf~~,~ 
been anfwered in the fulleft manner. .But i( they 
',' ..," " '.- 'r 

fb~ll, continue' to urge 'i,t, how fe~rftil to~ tAiri,k 
9f tb~ 'obligation' we' fhall be under after' thi~ 
wllr is fiilifh.ed ! . Then fuall, we owe them' an 

, , 
-0\' "', _~ 

the fums which. they h;lV~ iaid. o(lt In' fU.bdi.ling 
~~, ~n~r all th~t we have fpent in atte.mpting ~b 
.' ,'"I' -", . 

prevent it: all~he,blood which t~ey have fhe'd 
~n 'attacking us, and ?1ithat we !hall have, fgilt ' 
'in: 6u,r o\yn defence .. There is llnqiieftio~ab~y ~ 
iofs to Great Brita,in 9Y the one fid~ 6f the' ~c~ 
• r' " .... , '. • 

cOUlit, as w~1l as the other;' a~~ ~"te~ds 'to 
.~ -,r·-,· '.- - . 
fhew~ in thec.1eareft manner, theunfp~akable 
folly,' as well as great InjllftiCe, ,of the promo-
: tdrs Of this war. " . . , ~ .. :: ':' ' , 
, " -.' - ..' . . -
, -' , , .. ., ',j' . 

_ .':'T~.ll~ h~ve r !tared to ~qu, .~~q~gh v~rY 
briefl y, the principle's on which r th.in~ t~e 

, Arpe.tifan ~~ufe. 9ught to qe pleaqed'; anq on 
. . . '-.~. .. . 

yvhich it 9-l1ght ~o ~~e ~lpouf~d a~d fupporte.d 
-, ~y ~\i,ery loverof ju(tice ~nd of m~l1kind. But - , ' 

~hough the general plea in juftice were Iefs clear 
"''', " 

,th~n it i$, thpe i~ ~ -light in which the conduct 
':o( ,th~, oppore~s ~f' it has alwciYs appeared 9~­
,J~~fqp~ble ilnd ungenerous to the higheft d~- . 
,'gr#e~ That refiftance to Great Britain has be~n 
. , , p ~ . deter-

• 

• 

• 
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determined on, in the moll: refolute' 111a1lner, . , . . 
through 'all the colonies, by a 'vall: majority, 'is 
not only certain, but' undeniable. In the. be'. 
ginning of the controverfy, fome writers~ with 
an impudence hardly to be paralelled,' called. 
the fa~ in queftion" at'tempted to. deceive "tlie 

• • • • 

people, in this country, andeffe~ua11y deceiveci 
the people of England, by making them be. 
'. .. 

lieve, that, only a f~w. factious ane} violent 
• • • 

men had ~ngaged in the conte~~ It is not very 
,long !inee a v,rriter had the courage to aIrer'~) 

. , 

that" Niqe-tenths of the people of Penfylva'. 
nia were againll: independency." The falfel~oo~ 
of fuch reprefentations' is now manifeft, alld, 
jnde~d, ,was probably. known from th~ ,b~gip­
ning, qy th9fe who ddired to have iheip ~~'­
lievcd. '. Taking this for 'granted then, <fOf9'n 
:i~confiderable ' minority, whether na:,tiv~s, o:r 
{hangers, to fet themfelves in oppofition: to . th;e 
publi~ COllOCils, is contrary to reafon and jut .. 
tice, an~ eyen to the nrft principles oftve fq. 
cial life'. . , , " .' 

. , . . , 

. If thei"(! is any principle t~lat was~~ver con-
trove~ted lipon the focial unIon, it is, That, ~s 

• 

. a, body, ,e~ery fo~iety muft be dete~mined ~Y 
. the plurality. There was' a ti'me, when it was. 
not only jull: and confifl:ent, but necdra~y; 'th~t 

- , • I' _ • 

, every onefhould fpeak his mind freely andftilly 
, of the neceffity or expediency'of rdlfting the aU­

thority of Great Britain. But that time is over . " . 

l~~g 
, ' 

, 

, 
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long ago. : Th,e meafures beingrefolve'd upOn~' 
and the conflia:- begun, one who is barely neuter' 
can fcarce be:frirgiven: k few:t plodding tne·; 
n1Y -muir be confidered as-a' traitor. Everyi 

, , .. , 

perf on who continued amongus~ after thedeci..: 
fi~e refolutions; formed -by all the 'colonies, 
ought to be '~oiifidered as pledging his faith 
and honour to affift in the commOA caufe. -Let 
me try to illuftrate it, by a fimilar; cafe. - Sup­
pofe that a fhip at fea fprings a leak, which 
expofes the whole, company to the moO: im1:ni. 
nent danger of perifhing. Suppofing" Ii coun-:­
cil is called of all, the perfons on ooara, to de­
'termine what port ,they (hall endeavour to gain~ 
Then it- is not only the right, but the duty of 
everyone, to' 'fpeak his own judgment,.: and to 
prefs it upon others by every argument in his 
power. Suppore a great majority determines to 
pufu for:a certain place, and to go'tO the pump 
by turns every quarter of ari--bour; but; that 
:two or three, or one if you pleafe, is of opi­
nion, that they fhould have _ gone- another 
courfe, becaufe Of the wind, current, or any 
. other circumftance, and that it' would be beft 
-to change hands at the pump only every half 
, . 

hour. All this is well. But if, after the de-
termination, this fame gentleman, bec'aufe his 
advice was not followed, fhould refufe to pump 
,at all, fuould ilily alter the {hip's courfe, or 
4~~~eq. h(!r br every means in his power, or 

even 

, , 
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e.v~! 1}1()llld: q~l¥" by continu'll.CQo/lpl~jnts apdr 
El~fF(md~I).~ ~e!lrs" q;f~ourage others; on, wl1R~ 
a~'ivity; the, ~O;ro~lPn.' fafety d~penc!~,- ldefirc; 
~;~~OW .W~at tr~~~ment he-: wD,uld: receive or: 

• 

. . • J 

defqrve~' Wit~t douqt" he, \y<?~ld be t~rq,~ 
QV~qf,boa~d ill le{s time· th<\R I h~ve ~en to . '.' . . ~~ 

DlJ~e: ~h~ c!\fe.. I am not abk to, perceivt; 
,b~: le~tl diier,em:6~ betw~e9: this {~PJil9,¥tt~ql1lt 
apg, wh\l:t. t~lv;s, pl:C!ce in. America ~~ tQ~ p,efe~~ 
• 

, . , 

, 
• -' , ' • • 

. . , , 
• • 

· Jfthis, ~~Ku~ent is juft with refp.eCl: toey,er~ 
i~~~tant" Qft9t; countr.y, it qught to h~v~ 

, , 

~me atlditiQDal w~ight with ,t\1of<: . who are . . . , 

!Wt. Inatives~ ,and whofe refidence is not, cer-
• I ..', . 

~~i~,o~ has not' bee;l1 long. ,The~e is a gre:lt 
,q~S'e~; of; !,nqecen~y in fuch t!l~ing any part 
.~~i~~ ~~at the majority of the inhabitants 
~hi6~ . tQ p,e, their intere(l, antl tbat of thek 
~~1Jn.!ry, . W~rei.they even wrQn~, their nlik 
l~~e P19.IU1~:. ~ lamented, not refifted. Or 
~.~~., f'?nt,f~ry, it. would, be the part· both 'qf' 
geperofity anq jufi:ice, to fupport them, effe~­
'l~~lly in ~ conceit, which wifdom wou~d have 

• 

',dediJled~ " We fee, indeed, every day mel<}n. 
• • • r • • • 

~holy; i11ftances of a bafe and felfilh tel.1.1per 
,QP~r~tlJlg different ways. Many, wllen they 
,:q~, DQt ~btain what rank. and honour which 
1;h~ir p~l,de' anq pani~lity think their due; c;>r 

~ , if 
• t .I • • 

, 

• , 

, 
• 

I ' 
, 

• 



, 

N-ativesojSditldna. a, 
-

· 'if' their -ad~'Cel.isilOt'foHowed, ; itntriediatelY!T~­
, 'ifouhce 'tHe 'fet'V'ice bf their ;cdu~'tty,)aft'd"1t 

. , . 

may go to deft ruction for them. J In 'bppbfi-
tion to this, let me recommend the example 

• • # " I • '\ ... , 

-ot'the' i11uittro'tis F;1bius';of 'ROfu:e~ . HeJhad . , ' ' 

given ftria orders to all his') dfiiters, 'Dot '-to 
engage the enemy, but to l~,,~p :~t a diftance. 
Unluckily his lieutenant-gener~l;-' by .his own 
ralhnefs, gdt., entangled: with a part of the 
army under his command, and was engaged., 
Fabi ti'S,'~ preferrlng'his countr,isjgood to fame, 
,riv~lfujp,~nq fafeey, came immediately to his 

· "fUppOlt with-all expedition, and thereby gain­
ed a glorious and compleat victory. 

I hope you will take in good part the above 
reflections, which I think contain nothing that 
is virulent or indecent againil: any man, or 
body of men. They' are "the ~lfea:s of judg­
ment and conviction. The author, as is pro­
bably known to many of you, has been per­
fonally abuied in news- papers at home, for the 
part he has been fuppoied to have taken. in 
the American cau[e; which was in fome degree, 
indeed, the motive of this addrefs. He hopes 
that an honef!: and faithful fupporc of liber­
tyand equal government in this part of the 
world, will. be no juft reproach to his cha­
racter, either as a fcholar, a minifter, or a , . 

• 

, 

, 
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.Chriftiall, and t~at it is perfetHy conIHlellt, wi~h 
:an,.llncii!Uini,{hed ~egard for th~ ,coqntry which 
.gave him bi~th. " 

, ' 
, , 

, . · ' , .. . , , 
.' .~ 

: .:The a~o.v~. i:s)~ithfully fubmltt~q. to, yo'~r 
, ,andid peruf<\l, by·,. . ' 

, , 
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, G~ntlehlen, 
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