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 ADVERTISEMENT.

N NANY of Dr. Witherfpoon’s rea
| ders and friends in South, as well
as North Britain, who wilh well to Ame-
rican LiserTy, will be difgufted with
his pleading the caufe of INDEPENDENCY.
‘But there are others, equally friends to
their king and country, who heartily
wifh America to be independent, though
they utterly difapprove the meafures
taken to make 1t {fo.- The Reverend Dr.
TuckkRr, dean of Briftol, (whofe loyalty
none will doubt any more than his po-
litical abilities) long fince urged Great
Britain to give up the rebellious colonies,

from a perfuafion this would be to her
own 1ntereft. And Lorp Cambpen, the

other day in the Houfe of Lords, ex-
prefling his defires and hopes of peace
with America, declared, ¢ that he would
““ affift his Majefty’s nunifters in accom-
‘“ phthing it, as faras his abilities carried
““lim; and that he would not arraign

“ them,
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“ them, 1if they fhould not make it on
““ any other terms, than GIVING 'UP THE
¢« SUPREMACY or T CounTrY.” SO
far as the following Addrefs has a real
tendency to the honour of the crown,
and the intereft of the Britith Empu‘c
(whlch the author mentions as one obJe&

in pleading for American mdependence)
it has the good withes of

The EDITOR.

AN

t“_



 Cotintiymen and Friends,

S {oen as I had confented to the publica-

- tion of the foregoing Sermon, I felt an
itrefiftible defire to accompany it with a few

words addreffed to you in particular. I am
certaifi I feel the attachment of country, as far
as 1t 1s a virtuous or laudable principle; per-
haps it would be nearer the truth to fay—as

far as it 1s a natural and pardonable prejudice.
He who is fo plealed may attribute it to this

lalt, when 1 fay, that I have never f{een caufe
| B (o
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to be afhamed of the place of my birth: that
fince the revival of arts and letters in Europe,
in the clofe of the fourteenth, and beginning of
the hfteenth century, the natives of Scotland
have not been inferior to thofe of any other
country, for genius, erudition, military prowefs,
or any of thofe accomplifhments which improve
or embellifh human nature. When to this it
is added, thar fince my coming to America at
an advanced ‘period of life, the friendfhip of
my countrymen has been as much above my ex-
peCtation as defert, I hope every reader will
confider what 1s. now to be offered as the effet
not only of unfeigned good-will, but of the
moft ardent affeGtion. |

It has given me no little uneafinefs, to hear
the word SCOTCH ufed as a term of reproach
in the American controver{y ; which could only
be upon the fuppofition, that ftrangers of that
country are more univerfally oppofed ta-the h-
berties of America, than thofe who weretborn
in. South-Britain or Ireland. I am fenfible this
has been done, in fome news-papers and: con-
temptible anonymous publications, 1 a mannet
that was neither warranted by truth, nor di-
re¢ted by prudence. There are many natives
of Scotland 1n this country, whofe oppolition
to the unjuft claims of Great Britain has been as
early and uniiorm, founded upon as rational

and liberal principles, and therefore likely ta
I | ~ be
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be as lafting, as that of any fet of men what-
ever, |

As to Great Britain itlelf, time has now
fully difcovered, that the real friends of Ame-
rica in any part of that kingdom were very few ;
and thofe- whofe friendfhip was difinterefted,
and in no degree owing to their own political
fattions, ftill fewer., The wife and valuable
part of thc nation were, and as yet are, in a
great meafure ignorant of the (tate of ‘things in
this country ; neither 1s 1t ealy for the bulk of
2 people to fthake off their prejudices, and open
their eyes upon the great principles of univer-
{al liberty. It is therefore at leaft very difputa:
ble, whether there 1s any juft ground for the
diftinction between Scotch and Englifh in this
{ubjet at all.

This difpute, however, I do not mean to
enter upon, becaufe it is of too little moment
to find a place here. But fuppoling that, in
fome provinces efpecially, the natives of :Scot
land have been too much inclined to fupport
the ufurpations of the parent ftate, I will firft
endeavour to account for it, by afligning fome
of its probable caufes, and then offer a few
confiderations, which fhould induce them to
wipe off the afperfion entirely by a contrary
condutt. o |

As to the firlt of thefe, I will mention what
I fuppofe to have been the firft and radical

Bz caufe,
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cavfe, and which gave birth to every other, of
the difaffe@ion of fome of the natives of Scot-
Jand to the jult privileges of America, What
I have in view was, The friends of liberty, -in
many places of America, teking the part of,
and feeming to confider themfelves as 1n a great
meafure engaged 1n the fame caufe with, that
very diftinguifhed- perfon, JOHN WILKES,
Efg; of London. This was done not only in
many writings and news-paper differtations,
but one or two colonies, in fome of their molt
relpeCtable meetings, manifefted their attach-
ment.to him, and feemed to confider him as
their friend and patron, Number X1V, which
was the moft offenfive number of a warthlefs
paper; was repeated and echoed by the moft
filly and rediculous allufions to 1, through
every part of the country, and by many who
could not tell what was fignified by the term.
;. Jt will not be neceflary to {ay much on tle
prudence of {uch a-conduét, becaule, I fuppofe,
thofe ‘who expetted Wilkes’s mob would pull
down - the parliament houfe, or that there
wouid be infurretions all over the kingdom
in behalf of . America, are by this time iul]}
datisfied of their ‘miftake, "It appears now, in
-the :cleareit manner, that till very lately, thofe
who feemed to take the part of America 1n the
Biitifh Parliament, never did 1t. on American
principles.  They cither did not underftand,
or
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or were not willing to admit the extent of our
claim. Even the great Lord Chatham’s bill for
reconciliation, would not have been accepted
here, and did not materially difier from what
the miniftry would have confented to. The
truth 1s, the far greater part of the countenance
given in Britain to the complaints of this coun-
try, was by thofe who had no other intention
in it, than to ufe them as the engine of oppo-
fitiop t6 the miniftry for the time being. It is
true, fome of them have now learned to reafon
very juftly, and upon the moit liberal princi-
ples; but their number is not great, and it
was not the cafe with any ane {peaker or writer,
whofe works I have had the oppertunity of
perufing, till the very laft frage of the quarrel.

What effe¢t this WILKISM (if I may f{o

{peak) of many Americans may be {uppofed to
have had upon the minds of gentlemen from
Scotland, 1t 1s not difficult to explain. That
gentleman and his affociates thought proper to
found the whole of their oppolition to the then
miniftry, upon a contempt and hatred of the
Scots nation, and, by the moft illiberal methods,
and the moft {candalous falfchoods, to ftir up
a national jealouly between the Northern and
Southern parts of the iftand, There was not
a vile term, or hateful-idea, which ancient vul-
gar ‘animofity had ever .ufed, . though long
pnion had made them - fcarcely  intelligible,
- ~ which
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which he did not rake up, and bring into credit
by writing and converfation. The confequence
of this is well known, Wilkes and fome
others were burnt in effigy in Scotland, and it
produced fo ftrong an attachment to the king
~and miniftry, as has not yet {pent its force. In
thefe circumftances, 1s 1t to be wondered at,
that many who left Scotland within ‘the laft
fiftcen years, when they heard Wilkes, and
thofe who adhered to him, extolled and cele-
brated by the fons of liberty, fhould be apt to
confider it as an evidence of the fame fpirit ?
Perhaps we may go a little higher with this re-

mark, in tracing political appearances to thetr
{fource. It 1s generally faid, that the ——
himfelf has difcovered a violent rancorous per-
fonal hatred againft the Americans. If this be
true, and I know nothing to the contrary, it
may eafily be accounted for upon the fame
principles. *

I am far from fuppofing that this was a
good reafon for any man’s being cool to the
American caufe, which was as different from
that of Wilkes as light is from darknefs. It
was, indeed, doing great dithonour to the noble
ftruggle, to fuppofe it to have any connettion
with—who fhould be in or out of court-favour
at London; and therefore it:was always my -

opinion, that thofe who only railed againft
the king and miniftry, did not carry. the argu-
. ment
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ment home, nor fully underftand the nature of
their own plea. In order to juftify the Ame-
rican oppolition, 1t is not neceffary to thew,
that the perfons 1n power have invaded Liberty
in Britain, 1t 1s {ufficient to fay, that they, with
the concurrence of the whole nation; have re-
fufed to fuffer it to continue in the colonies.

- This leads me to the fecond part of :my de-
ﬁgn, whxch was to lay before you the reafons
which I think fhould induce every lover of
Juﬁlce, and: of mankind, not only to be a well.

wither, but.a firm and ftedfaft fnend, to
America in this important conteft.

-t ~has often been faid, that the prefent is
]llsEl}f to be an 1mportant ®ra to AMERICA}
I think we may fay much more: it is Likely
to be an important @ra in the hiftory of man-
kIND, Inthe ancient migrations, a new coun-
try wasgenerally fettled by a fmall, uncon-
netted, and ignorant band. The people and
foil.were alike uncultivated, and therefore they
proceeded to improvement by very flow de-
grees ; nay, many of ‘them- fell back and de-’
generated into a ftate vaftly more favage than
the people from whence they came. In Amc-
rica we. fee-a rich and valuable {oil, and an

extenfive country, taken poﬁcfﬁon of by the
power, the learning, and the wealth of Eﬁuirol:*)q.
Ieor- thig veafon it is now exhibiting - to:the
R world
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world a fcene which it never {aw. before, It
has had a progrefs in improvement and popu-
Jation fo rapid, as no political calculators have
been able to afcertain. I look upon every
thing that has been faid upon this fubjeét to be
mere’ conjecture, except in fuch places as there
has been an altual enumeration. When' men
fay that America doubles in fifteen or twenty
years, they fpeak by guefs, and they fay ‘no-
thing: In fome places they may be utider or
over ‘the truth. But rhere are vaft tralts of
land that fill every year with mhabltants, and
yet the old fettled plac’cs ftill cormnue to en-
crcafc

It is proper to obferve, that the Bnr’#ih fet-__
tiéments-have been- ihiproved in a ‘ptopartion
far-beyond the fettlements. of other Euaropéan
mafions. To what’ cah this be afcribed?” Not
to- the climate; for: t‘hey are of all ‘clinvates,
- Not' to the people; -for they ate a mixtire of
al’nations. 1t muft therefore be refolvied fingly
into the degree -of. Britith liberfy -which" they

brought from home; and which' pervaded ‘iore
orlefs' their feveral ‘conftitutions, It has been
repeated to us, 1 know not how often, by the
mercenary fhort-fighted writers in favour of
fubmiflion to, or re-union with, -Great Britain,
- that we ‘have thriven very much in paft times,
by our dependance on the mother country,
and’ “therefore we fhould be loth to- part.

Thole
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Thefe writers forget that the very complaint s,
that {he will not {utler us to enjoy our ancient
rights. . Can any paft experience thow that we
fhall thrive under new impofitions ? I thould be
glad any fuch reafoners would attempt to prove,
that we have thriven by our dependance. I
concetve it is a neceflary confequence, that
thofe provinces muft have thriven moft which
‘have been moft dependant.  But the contrary
is felf-evident. Thofe which have hitherto en-

ioyed the freeft form of government, though
greatly infetior 1n foil and climate, have yet
outftript the others in number of people, and
value of land, merely becaufe the laft were
more under the nfluence of appointments and
authority from home.

When this is the undeniable ftate of things,
can any perfon of a liberal mind with, thas
thi§ great and growing country fhould be
brought back to a ftate of fubjection to a dif-
tant power ! And can any man deny, that if
they had yielded to the claims of the Britifh
parliament, they would have been no better
than a parcel of tributary ftates; ruled by lerdly
tyrants, and exhaufted by unfeeling penfioners,
under commiflion of one, too diffant to hear
the cry of oppreflion, and furrounded by thofe
who had an intereft 1n deceiving him. It
ought, therefore, in my epinton, to meet with
the cordial approbation of every impartial per-

| C | fon,
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fon, as I am confident it will of pofterity, that
they have united for common defence, and re-
{olved that they will be free and independent,
becaufe they cannot be the one without the
other. :

As this meafure, long forefeen, has now taken
place, I fhall beg leave to fay afew things upon
it, in which I mean to fhew,

That it was neceflary——that it will be ho-
nourable and profitable——and that, in all
probability, it will be no injury, but a real
advantage to the ifland of Great Britain,

FirsT; it had become abfolutely neceffary.
All reconciliation, but upon the footing of un-
conditional fubmiffion, had been pofitively re-
fufed by Great Britain; unlefs, therefore, the
. colonies had refolved to continue in a loofe and
broken ftate,with the nameof agovernment which
they had taken arms to oppofe, the ftep which
" they have now taken could not have been avoid-
ed. "Befides, things had proceeded fo far, and
fuch meafures had been taken on both fides,
that it had become impofiible to lay down a
{cheme by which they (hould be fure of our
dependence, and we, at the fame time, fecured
in our liberties, While things continued 1n
their ancient ftate, there was perhaps a power on
the part:of each, of which they were hardly
confcious,: mor were afraid - and unwilling to

I - eXert,
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exert. But, after the encroachments had been
made and refifted, to expect any thing elfe than
a continued attempt to extend authority on the
one hanﬁ, and to guard againit it on the other,
is to difcover little knowledge of human nature.
In fuch a fituation, though every claim of
America fthould be yielded, fhe would foon be
either in a ftate of continual confufion, or ab-

folute fubmiffion, Theking of England, living
in his Englifh dominions, would not, and in-
deed durft not, affent to any alt of an Amert-
can legiflature, that was, or was fuppofed to be,
hurtful to his Enghih fubjeéts, This is not
founded on conjefture, but experience. There
is not (at leaft Dean Swift affirms it) any depen-
dance of IRELAND upon England, except an act
of the Irifh parliament, that the king of Eng-
land fhall be king of Ireland. This laft has a
feparate independant legiflature, *and in every
thing elfe, but the above circumftance, feems
to be perfeftly free. Yet if any man fhould
affert, that the one kingdom 1s not truly fubjeét
to the other, he would, 1n my opinion, know
very little of the ftate and hiftory of either.

SeconDLY ; a ftate of independency will be
both honourable and profitable to this country.
I pafs over many advantages in the way of
commerce, as well as in other refpelts, that
muft neceffarily accrue from it, that I may

C2 dwell
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dwell a little on the great and leading henefit,
which is the foundation of all the reft.

We fhall have the opportunity of forming
plans of government, upon-the moft rational,

jult, and cqual principles,

I confefs T have always looked updn this with
a kind of enthufiaftic fatisfattion. The cafe
never happened before fince the world began.
All governments we ha,ve read of in former
ages, were fettled by caprice or accident, by
the influence of prevailing parties or particular
perfons, or prefcribed by a conqueror. . Impor-.
tant improvements have indeed been forced upon
fome conftitutions by the fpirit of darlng men,
fupported by fuccefsful infurreions. But to
fee a government, In large and populace-coun-
tries, Jettled from its foundation by deliberate
counfel, and direted immediately to,thg: pub-
lic good of the prefent and future gemerations,
while the people are waiting for the r.leclﬁc:mz
with fyll confidence in the W.lfdom and impar-
tiality of thofe to whom they have committed
the impartant truft, is certainly altogether new,
VVc learn, indeed from hiftory, that {mall
ftlmcsf §mploy one man of. .emmepc w;}faom to
Prepare a fyltem of laws for them. -Even this
was, a wile mealure, and attended WIth hapPy
pﬁ?:&s. But how valt the differerence ! when

Wi
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we have the experience of all ages, the hiftory
of human {ocieties, and the well-known caufes

of profperlty and mifery in other. goverqmcms,‘
to affift us in the choice. -

The profpedt of this happy c;rcrm{tancc,: and
the poflibility of lofing 1t, has filled me with
anxiety for fome time. Sa far as we have hi-
therto proceeded, there has been great unani-
mity and pubhclc fpirit. ‘The inhabitants of
every province, and perfons of all dcnomman-
have vied with each other in zeal for the com-
mon intereft, But Was it not to be feared, that
fome men would acqu:re over-bearmg influ-
ence ? That human weaknefs and human paf-

fions would difcover themfelves, and prevent
the finithing of what has been happily begun 4
In the time of the ctvil wars 1n 1*ngland had
they fettled ‘a regular form of government as
{foon"as the" parhament had obtained an evident
fuperiority, their liberties would- never have
been fhaken, and the Revolution’ would have
been’unneceffary. But by -delaying the “thing
foo long,they were broken into parties, dnd
bewildered in their views, and at laft- t.-.unely'-
fubmtttcd without rcﬁ[’t:mcc, to - that very t}m
ranny againft ‘which they had fought with'{s
muchglory and fticcefs. ~For’ thefe rezfors, ‘1
rhink that every candid and libéral mmdt ounht
to rejoice in the meafures lately takeh'th 6ub‘1
the frates.of America, and particalariy,ihg.late

| decla-
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declaration of Independency; as it will not only
give union and force to the meafures of defence
while they are neceflary, but lay a foundation
for the birth of millions, and the future im-

provement of a great part.of the globe, 1 have
only to obferve. |

TuirpLy, that I am confident the indepen-
dency of America will, in the end, be to the
real advantage of the ifland of Great Britain.

Were thls even otherwife, 1t would be a weak
argument againft the claims of juftice. Why
fhould the fecurity or profperity of thls vaft
country be facrificed to the fuppofed intereft of
an inconfiderable fpot? But I canpot believe,
that the mlfery and fubjection of any country
on earth is necefary to the happinefs of ano-
ther.  Blind partiality and felf-intereft may re-
prefent it in this light, but the opinion is del‘u-.
five,. the fuPpoﬁtlon is falfe. The fuccefs and
increafe of one nation 1s, or may be, a bepefit
to. every other. . It is {feldom, indeed, that a
people 1n general can receive and adopt thefe
generous fentiments ;. they are, neverthelefs,
perfetly juft. . It is induftry only, and not
pofleflions, that makes the firength and wealth
of a nation ; and this 15 not hindered but en-
couraged, provoked, and rewarded, by the in-
duftry of others ™.

". See Dw:d Hume's Efl’ay on the Jealoufy of 'I"radca
| But
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But, "to leave the general principle, ot rather

to apply it to the cafe of Great Britain and
America, what profit has the former received
from the latter ? and what can 1t reafonably ex-
pect for the future? Only its TRADE, and
fuch part of its trade as tends to encourage the
induftry, and encreafe the number of the inha-
bitants. It will be {aid, they intend to raife a
large clear net revenue upon us by taxation.
It has been fhewn by many, that all the taxes
which they could raife would only ferve to feed
the infatiable defire of wealth in place-men and
penfioners, to encreafe the influence of thecrown,
and the corruption of the people. It was by the
acquifition of numerous provinces that ROME,
haftened to 1ts ruin. But even {uppofing it
otherwife, and that, without any bad confe-
quences among themfelves, they were to acquire
a great addition to their yearly revenue, for
every fhilling they gained by taxes, they wouid
loofe ten in the way of trade. For-a trifling
addition to the fums of publick money, to be
applied or walted by the minifters of ftate, they
would have ten times the quantity diftribyted
among ufeful manufacturers, the ftrength and
clory of a ftate. I think this has been fome-
times compared to the difference between
draughts of Ipirituous liquors to intoxicate the
head, or- weaken the ftomach, and cool re-

SR frefhing
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frethiig food to giye foundnefs, health, and
vigour,'to every member of the body. |

The trade then of America, as foon as-peace
is fertled, will be as open to them as'ever. But
it will be faid, ¢ They have now an exclufive
“ trade ; they W1Il then but fhare it damong
“ sther nations.” I anfwer, an exclufive tradc
is not eafily preferved ; and when 1t 1s preferv- -
ed, the reftriction 13 commonly more hurtful
than ufeful. Trade is of a nice and delicate
nature; it is founded upon intereft; it will
forceits way where intereft leads, and can hardly
be made to go inanother direction. The Spa-
niards have an exclufive trade, as far as they
pleafe to confine it, to their own plantations,
Do they reap much benefit from it 2 1 believe
not. Has 1t made their own people more in-
duftrious at home? Juit the contrary. Does
1t not, in the natural courfe of things, make
a people lefs careful to work as well, and
fell as cheap, as others, to procure voluntary
purchafers, when they know they can fend their
goods to thofe who are obliged to take them ?
Does 1t not both tempt and enable great mer-
chants in the capital, to import from other
nations what they can export to fuch a forced
market to advantage? By this means a confi-
derable profit may come into the coffers of a
few particular perfons, while no effential {er-
vice is done to the people, and the ultimate

profit
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 profit is carried to that country where the goods
are produced or fabricated. It has been repeat-
edly faid by polltlcal writers in Encrland that
‘the balance of trade is ‘againft that country to
every nation, eX ceptmcr Portuwal and their own
plantations, 1 will not anfwer for the truth or
'unwerfallty of this affertion ; but if it is true
“in any meafure, T will venture to affirm, tpon
“the principles of general reafon, that the caufe
~ which produces 1t 1s no other, than the exclu-
five trade they have  hitherto enjoyed to the
American fettlements,
| But the circumftance which I apprehend will
contribute moft to the intereft of Great Britain
1n American independence 1s, its influence in
peopling and enriching this great continent,
h It will certainly tend to make the American
ftates humerous, powerful, and opulent, to a
degree not eafily conceived. The great and pe-
netrating Montefquleu in his fpirit of laws,
has, thewn, in the cleareft manner, that hothing
contributes fo much to the profperity of a peo.
- ple, as the ftate of fociety among them, and the
form of their government, A free government
OVErcomes every; obf’cacle, maLes a-defart a
fruitful field, and fills blealc and barren coun-
try, w;th all the conveniencies of life.  If fo,
~ what_muft be the operation of thls powerful
caufe, upon countries which enjoy, in the
higheft degree, every advantago that can be de-

D | rived

;.
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rived from ﬁtuatlon, chmat’e, and foil 2 If the
trade of America has hitherto been fo ' crreat a
beneﬁt to F ncrland how much more val be

e L ..-l'

_may it be, when this country fhall be ﬁjn]l,mO}'c

hlcrhl'y improved, if ﬁie {ha]l con[mue to’enjoy

1t? This argumént ]S “liable to no objeff
but what may arife from the lofs of an 'ekcluﬁve

trade, which I have already conﬁdcred ¢ may
be added, however, that there is’ not now, nor.

Had 27

ever has been, any averﬁon in the Americans

‘to the “people of Great™ Bntam fo that they

may be fure of our tradé 'if th(.y t:eat us as

‘well as others, and if otherWIfe théy do’ not de-

fcrve it.

I

1 might illuftrate the argument by ﬁatlng
the probable confequences of a contrary' fup-
pof uon, “If Gréat Britain- fliould prevall or
overcome fhe Ameériéan " ftates, “ahd ef’cmlﬁh“

- \fxceroys wlth abfoliite “atitkiotity in every-pro-

i
. r

(..- P T R ] T TR BT o R A . SR RN I T

“Vinice, all men of fpmt and lovers of freEdém
would certamly withdraw ‘themfelvés o “a"¢or-
ncl, lf fuch could ‘be f'ound oiit of “the" teach
“of tyranny ‘and 0ppreﬂ'10n ‘The ntimibets bf
‘the’ pe0plc at"any rate, would fenifibly dedréafe,
“thieir Wwealth ‘would be “fpeedily exhaufted, and
thcre would rermatn only a nominal authority

“over a defolate country, in return for’ the v‘aft

cxb’éﬁde 131(1 out in'the conqueﬂ and'in place

"of a g:’eat*—and profitable ‘trade hy whufh bt)th
naflons weéte made happy
1 One
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One.of the arguments, 1f they may be cal]ed
i;o, made ufe of Wam{’c this country, _and on

whgch an obhgamog to obedlence hag been
founc]ed is taken from the exPence they have
been at in blood and treafure, for our prOtec.
txon in former wars, This argument has‘often
been anfwered in the fulleﬂ: manner, But if they
thll continue to urge It, how fearful to thmk
of the obligation we thall be under after this
_war 1S ﬁmfhed‘ Then fhall we owe them all
the fums Wthh they have laid om m fubdumg
us, and all that we have fpent in attempting t6
prevent it + all the-blood which they have fhed

In attacking vs, and all that we thall have fpﬂt -
in our own defence. “There is unqueftionably

lofs to Great Britain by the one fide of the ac-
'count as well as' the other; and it tends to
thew, i the cleareft manner, the- unfpeakab]e

folly, as well as great m_]u{hee, of the promo-
'ters of this war.’ IS

'qr.

brleﬂy, the pr1nc1ples on wnch T thmk the
Ametican caufe ought to be pleaded, and on

which it ought to he efpoufed and fupported
by every lover of juftice and of mankind. But
‘though the general plea in juftice were lefs clear

thgn It ls thf.re 15 a llght In which the conducﬂ:

of the oppolers of ‘it has always appeared un-
;eafonable and ungenerous to the hlghei’c de-

_gree. That reﬁf*ance to Great Britain has been
Dz  deger-
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determined on, in the moft refolute” manner,
through all the colonies, by a vaft majority, "is
not only certain, but undeniable. In the be-
ginning of the controverfy, fome writers, with
an lmpudencc hardly to be paraleiled, called
the fa& in queftion, . attempted to deceive 'thé
people in this country, and eﬁe&ually deceived
the people of England, by making them be-
lieve, that only a few fattious and wolent
men had enﬂ'aged in the conteft. It is not very
long fince a writer had the courage to .'clfiifrg1
that * Nine-tenths of the people of Pcnfylva-—
nia were againft 1ndependency » The falfehood
of fuch reprefentations is now manifeft, and
indeed, was probably known from the begm-
ning, by thofe who defired to have them be-
llevcd Takmg this for granted then, for an
inconfiderable minority, whether natives. or
ftrangers, to fet themfelves in oppofition.to the
publlc councils, is contrary to reafon and Juf-
tice, and eyen to the firft pmmples of the fo-
cial life. | S
- If thefe is any principle that Wwas never con-
troverted upon the focial union, it is, That, as
‘a body, evéry fociety muft be determined by
the plurahty There was 4 time, when it was
not only juft and confiftent, but neceffary, that
~every one fhould fpeak his mind freely and fully
of the neceflity or expediency of refifting the au.
thority of Great Britain, But that time is over
‘ - long
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fong ago. | T‘hf: ‘meafures being réfolved upon,
and the confli&-begun, one who is barely neuter-
can fcarce be'fargiven,” Afecret plodding éne-:
my muft:be confidered as-a’traitor, Every
perfon who continued among us, after the deci-
five refolutions:formed by all the “colonies,
oucrht to be ‘confidered as pledging his faith
and honour to affift in the common caufe. - Let
me try to illuftrate it by a fimilar cafe. - Sup-
pofe that a fhip at fea {prings a leak, which
expofes the whole company to the moft immi-
nent danget. of pen{hmo' Suppofing’ a coun-
cil 1s cdlled of all the perfons on Board, to de-
termine what port they fhall endeavour to gain;
Then it- is not only the right, but the duty of
every one, to {peak his own judgment,: and to
prefs it upon others by every argument in his
power, Suppofe a gréat majority detefmines to
pufh for a certain place, and t6 go to the pump
by turns every quarter of an- hour ; but ‘that
‘two or three, or one if you pleafe, is of opi-
nion, thar they fhould have gone anothér
courfe, becaufe of the wind, current, or any

‘other circumftance, and that it would be beft

to change hands at the pump only every half
“hour, Al this is well. But if, after the de-

termination, this {ame gentieman, becaufe his
advice was not followed, thould réfufe to pump
at all, fhould flily alter the fhip’s courfe, or

deaden her by every means in his power, of
even
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even thould only, by continual complaints apd;
defpandent fears, difcourage others. on. W.hﬁfﬁ.
ahivity. the. commpn: fafety depends, I defire
tp; know what treatment he would: receive or,
deferve »  Without doubt, he would be thrown
overboatd in lefs time than I have taken to
fate: the cafe. I am not able to, perceivg
the: leaft diflerence. between this fuppolition,
and whas, tales place in America at the prefent
HOIE, ' |

If this argument is juft mth refpcft to everg
mhabgtam of the country, it ought to have
{fome addlthnal weight with thofe who are
not. . natives, .and whofe refidence is not cer-
tain, .or has not -been long. There is a great
deggee of mdecency in fuch taking any part

ggainft what the majority of the inhabitants
4hmk to be thejr interelt, and that of thelr
coungry,  Were. they even wrong, their mif-

fake fhould:. be lamented, not reﬁf’ced On
the..contrary, it would be the part-both of
gcneroﬁty and Ju[hce to fupport them effec-
tually in a conteft, which wifdom would have
-declined, .. We fee, indeed, every day melan-
choly. inftances of a bafe and felfifh temper
.operating different ways, Many, when they
do not obtain what rank and honour which
their pride-and partiality think their due; or

. - f

" I RN
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if their advide isnot-followed, 1mmed1ately re-
‘riounce "tHe fervice of their country, ‘and-it
may go to deftruction for them, 'In:oppéf-
‘tion to this, let me rccommend the example
6F 'the’ illtftéiotds Fabivs of Rottie. - He'had
given {trict orders to all Iﬂs*‘dﬂicers, not “fo
engage the enemy, but to keep .at a diftance.
Unluckily his licutenant-general,” by .his own
rathnefs, got-entangled. with™ a part of the
army under his command, and was engaged.
Fabius, - preferrig his ‘country’sigood to fame,
rivalthip, and fafety, came immediately to his
fupp‘ort‘wlfh 41l “expedition, and thereby gain.
ed a glorious and compleat vitory.

I hope you will take in good part the above
refleCtions, which I think contain nothing that
is virulent or indecent againit any man, or
body of men. They are the effelts of judg-
ment and conviction. The author, as is pro-

bably known to many of you, has been per-
{onally abufed in news-papers at home, for the
part he has been fuppoled to have taken in
the American caufe ; which wasin fome degree,
indeed, the motive of this addrefs, He hopes
that an honeft and faithful fupport of liber-
ty and equal government in this part of the
world, will .be no juft reproach to his cha-
rater, either as a {cholar, a minifter, or a

Chriftian,
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(Chriftian, and-that it is perfectly confiftent with
an_undiminithed regard for the -country which
gavc him birth,

T'he above IS falthfully fubrmtted to. your
candld perufal by,

o /o
N Gentlem‘en,
Your fincere frxend
R . and _obedient humble fervant, .
:' . . i -r ‘.! ;.*I EIF.n ',. . _: ’ _.'_'* ir ! :F N " ‘Ilr o
w07 The AUTHOR.
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