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PROVERBS XXVIII. • 2. 

~, For Ihe .tfranfgreJfion of a Lam!, many arc 
" the Prilzces thereof: But oy a Man oj 
cc UHdet:JIanding and Kl10wledge the 8.latl 

· ~c lIureoj /hail be prolonged.'~ . 

OOD civil government is one of the 

greateft temporal bleffings which any 
people are favored with. Without 
this we cannot be fafe and fecure in 

the poffeffion of any worldly good. Our vir-. 
tue and bappiners~ our lives and property -. 
would be expofed to innumerable continued 
dangers from the unreftrained lul1:s and pam
ons of mankind. One would lie at the mer
cy of another:. and he who found himfelf 
pOfi"effed of the greateft !l:rength and power. 
would facrifice all that is dear to others, to his 
• 

Qwn 

• 

• 
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own will and pleafure. Where there iSM Jaw 
or government, everyone will "do that whIch 
is right in his own eyes," as they did when 
thctre wa~ -no kin& in lfr:~e1. qove~Btnent .. is . . . - - --
as an " hedge about our perfons, and about 
all that we have on every fide," againft the ra
vages and depredations of lawlefs men, men 

-
who have nothing to govern them, but their 
own wills, paffions and appetites. Says St~ 

Paul,_ t ,~ We kpow that;th,~tla)V i~ g90d, if 
a man ufe it lawfully; knowing this, that the 
law is not made for a righteous man, but for 
the lawlefs'and- difobedient; for' the- ungddly 

-
and-for-- finners, for unholy and'- wofane, for 
murderers offathers- and' murderers" or· mo
thers, for man-flayers; for 'whoremongers, for 
them that defile themfelves with mankiad, for 
men-ftealeG, for liars, for p,erjllreq:- pe:rfons, 
and if there be-any other thing ,that is c;omra" 
ry t9 found doClrine." 

THE fin and fall of man gave occaGon for 
civil government in focieties, as a, neceffary 
curb and reftraim to the corrupt lufts a'nd 
vile affeClions of human kind. Had man ne
ver finn~d he would not have been under the 
influence of unruly diforderly lufts and paffi
ODS: he would not have been fa difpofed to: 
tranfgrefs the eternal and unalterable rules of 

• 

t 1 Tim. J. S .. 9, 10. 

equIty 
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e'ij!li~y: .I;lml-truth .; ,buc -would have 'f :lived ra"~. 
bcr1y;, .rjghteoufly:,and godly ill· the wor.ld~'~ 

, 
.11' was .evide~ltly in compaftion to a fairen 

d~ener~te world that Godinftituted· and cir
dained civil government, and that he was 
hi mfelt, , in afp~cial and peculiar fenfe, the 
fupreme magiftrate in lfrael, appointing fu-

. ., 

bordinate officers and judges, more im'inedi-
ate1y to manage the affairs of their frate, one. 
4er, his direB:ion and guidance. 

THE divine Being has, all alohg,abiiild'ailt .. 
11 Jilanifeft~d his approbation of civil govern
ment. He was indeed angry with his people 
of old, for rejeB:ing him, who was King of 
kings, and Lord of lords; from being their 
king, and afking him to glve them a king like 
Unto the heathen nations round about. This 
was a fin in them: and the very thing they 
defired, became a fnare and a fcourge untC) 
them. It had been well for them, and all 
fUcceeding nations, had their original form of 

. . 
government been ftricUy adhered to, grate-
fully accepted, and well improved. They 
fought a change, and God granted their re-

• 

queft. ·Since when, he has been pleafed, in 
his holy word, very partIcularly, to point out 

• 

the qualifications of "princes" and rulers, 
and the duty of the people, to fubmir to their 

authority 

• 



-

autbority:arid laws, withal intimating that'~ood 

rulers. are a:' bleillng" gr.eat> benefaCtors: to' 
mankind. "He that ruletll. over. men muil: - '., . . , 

be juft, ruling in the fear of Goq ; and he fhall. 
bf'. as the light of the mbrnirlg', when 'th.e "ton' ' 
rifeth, even a morning without clouds; as the" 

, 

tender grafs fpringing OUt of tbe earth by'dear 
ffiining after ,rain," ~ fays God. . .. . 

• • - . , . ' 

No particular form of government has un-
erring wifdom' pointed .out, prefcribed and di~ 
reeted unto. But mankind, in their various .-. _. . .'. 

difperlions through the" earth, and different,_ 
• • 

nations, are left wholly to tJ-teir liberty to agree. 
- . . _ _ . ,1 _ 

upon their· own plan and conftitution, their . ". . - .;:..~-' 

pa~ticuIai- model of government,and to depute 
,vhom, and as few, or as ·many, as they fhall 
think fit, ro rule and govern them, being to' 

obey and fubmit to them, whom they have 

thus clothed with authority. " not only for 

wrath, but for confcience fake." The fuppo
fit ion of a divine hereditary right in fome, co 
govern the reft, i~ glaringly abfurd and ground
lets. God's letting au de Salll and his family, 

and bringing David, the fon of ]effe, to be 
the king of Ifrael, together with the parable 

of Jatham, recor~ed in the book of God, .t: 
being well weighed and attentively confider· 

ed, 
• 

t Judg. g. 7--15. 
- . . 

• 
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cd"prove tbaduch tight cannot be f01.lnde~ 
-on the iBible. ,And where can we go to find 
~nd prove. this .doctrine of t-he divine heredita
ry right of pa\1ticular per.fons and families 
·to rule and gov.ern ethers, if not to the 
revelation from heaven. A people may, if 
~hey pleafe, make the kingdom hereditary, 
in a particular family, undercertdin limita
tionsand reftdCl:ions ; (as is the cafe in Eng
land) ; and whoever claims a right to the Bri
ii£hthrone, contrary to fuch eftablifhed rules, 
is a daring ufur.per, and impudent pretender; 
and this has been the charaCl:er of fome of the 
,inglorious andt~ rannical Stewart fam i I y, ever 
flnce tbe r.eign of James the fecond. The 
people of England after various 'ftruggles and 
contefts, and having tried many very different 
forms of .governme!1t, at length happily unit
ed thofe three leadi.ng kinds, monarchy, arif
tocracy and democracy, which' compo[ed thali 
excellent civil conftitution, which has been tbe 
glory of Britons, and the envy of foreigners. 
Says one, .. All power has its foundation in 

• 

compaCt and mutual confem, or eIfe it pro-
ceeds from .fraud or violence. Where the lat
ter takes place, the dominion which men 

, 

claim is no better tha~ ururp~tion ; and they 
who by there methods raire chemlelves above 
the.ir brethren, are fo far from havioO' a riO'ht 

'" 0 
to g0v.e-rn, ,that they ought to be punilhed as 

B pt;blic 

• 

• , 
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public difrurbersand the. eiiemies _ orman; 
kind. . When government is fouIided in ·mu· 
tual confent, it is the undoubted .tjght of the 
community to fay who iliallgovern them; 
and to make what limitations or. conditions 
they think proper. But whatever form of 
civil government men h:lve chofe,. there are 
certain conftitu:ions which are the bafis and 
foundation of the ftate, and which'are obliga
tory on thofe who govern, as :dell.as on thofe 
who are governed. Thefe conftitutions are a 
fort of fundamental laws, which. cannoe . be 
violated without the greateftd.anger·to a com
munity. \Vheneither part· attempts to 
invade the right of the other, it ufually pro
duces convulfions. which fooner or· later over::' 

• 

turn the frate." The king. of England,. at 
his coronation, is f worn to defend· the rigbts 
of the people, and to govern according to the 
.dtablifhed conllirut'ion, the fundamental laws 
and fiatutes of the realm. The Bririfh conll:i-

• 

tution, in its primitive puri,:Y, is the moa: per-
fect form of civil government, becaufe it de
rives and fecures the greatefr good to the whole 
nation, which is the end of all civil government.' 
Finite beings can conceive of no other end, 
the divine Being could have in view, in the 
ordination and appointment of civil govern
me~-, and fetting fome over their brethren, 
!.- ."e good of the people. Reafon fl1ggefts 

• no • 

• 

•• 
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510 other, nor -does'revelat\on fpeakof any 'but . 
fbis. c The fcr(p~Ure;arrLlres 'u~ that l11agiftrates· 
areappbinted ;ofGoCl to :be' his mlnifters for 
good to ,1ilel.publi'c.· : He' did: not appoint futh 
an' order'of :men', for the·prirpofes of en.fiaving 
the tell; iand<involving' the :world 1n mifery 
and wr'etchedn~fs, nor' furely ·toenrich:· and 
aggrandize~tlle:mielves a'nd families;' at the un
r1e'Cdra~y;;,(!i)cpen-ce;:: and great· damage' of the 
public,; :as: ,if" God!' hlid apaniality fQr' them. 

He didt il'1(feed: intend; 'that princes and rulers, 
c'Ontinuall¥c-llttending 'on' this:. very thing; the 

·p'fiblie,:g.bod, >.anibfeeking.· the welfare' of the 
!ftate;:i1ild the happinefs ,of the people, fhould 
be 'W:.li'ioribly ,mainrained, and diainguifhingly 
fupported;··as:but.the jt1(l: recompence of their 
faithful and important fervices for them'. -, It 
is an apoftolic injllnCl.ion upon the people .to 
fupporttheinlllers. .. For, for th:s cJufe pay 

·you tributeallb; for they are God's min;frerQ, 
.attepding·continually . upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues; tribute to 

• 

whom tribute is due; cu(l:om, to whom· cuf-
tom,. fear, to whom .fe.ar, honor, to whom ho
nor." . W.here government J'Llbfifrs, it muG: of 
neceffity be fupported ,and maintained. This 
will create burdens for the people, but ~ur
'dens which they will chearfully bear, and 
. go through, while they f~d the benefit of 
their· w1ers· mild, reaiunablei righteous, 

juft 

• 

\ 
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juLt and impartial adminHl:ration. Thepeo-
, 
pie are bound in jufrice and equity to fupport 

ihem, who employ their time and talents in 

the public fervice. While [erving the peo

ple, they ought to be maintained in eafe and. 
honor, according to their rank and ftation",. 
amI the degrees of fervice, by them, done to 
the community. They fhould have their 

minds freed ftom all anxiety andodiftreffing. 

concern,as to their own and their families fub

fiftence in the world. That rulers fhnuld fa
crifice their own efrates and fortunes in the 

fen'ice of the people, is not jufr or reafonable. 
ivIen who [erve others ought to be rewarded 

jn proportion to the time they fpend, and the 
bwe}it thence refulting to them for whom they 

labor. "The laborer is worthy of his hire." 
, 

And I fce not why rulers, and others, who are 

wholly devoted to public bufinefs, and lpend 
:111 their time, (if need be) and talents therein. 
ought not to be more than barely fupported, 

and maintained in charaCter; why they ought 
not to be enabled, in that way, to lay up for 

their families and children, in fome p~oporti

on, as it might be fuppofcd they probably 
would, by prudence, honefry and diligence in 

a~y other lawful calling. Parlimony in a peo

ple towards " princes," and rulers, or the mi
nifters of Chrifr, is a great fin, and has a natu
ral tendency to defeat the deligns of heaven, in 

their 
• 

, 
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ttitlir appointment to office. But with regard, 
to the fupport du~ to civil government from' 

. . 

the gov~rned, there is a meafure, beyortd 
which, taxes impofed on the'ro, are but' e~€oi"4 

tion arid oppreffion.' '" There is ri6dling' 
tnat affects inen niore, than when you touch 
their intereft; peol,Ie in gerieral find it hard 
to procure the conv'eniendes of lite; nothing 
will [boner alienat~ their minds from gO\;ertF 

. , , 

ment, thail when tulerS' needleOy deprive them. 
of tha't which they have dearly earned, aild' 
wantonly diffipate tHe public treafures. Ru ... 

lers ought ever to proceed in this part ~f their 
(lutywith caution arid prudence, th;1t people 

• 

may fee i~e taxes they impole are not to gra" 
tify their pride, their avarice, or any otht:r pllf~ 

, 

!ion; not (0 carry oct any p'rivate 'defi,g!1, "hut 
that 'they are neceffary for the fupporr of 
government and the exigencies of the ftite!' 
Rulers thould be men hating covetoufnefs, as 
well a<; fearing God,o~hen\!ife theywill-l:rcrifid~ 
the rights and property of their fubjeCls, ,and 
iometimes their livesr to gratify their pride. 
ambition and avarice. ' Naboth loft his life, 
through the covcwuCntl's of Ahab; who Iflllghr 
his vineyard. \Vhen magiCtrates neither fear . ~ , 

God, nor regard man, ionead of aiming at the 
Feblic good (which is their,main bufiners) they 
will ftudy to advance their own private inte
reft, and that of their hou1dd, and do any 

thing 

, 

-
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• 

• 

thing. to. .keep· in. affice. Sinifter· views govern 

and, pre:dominate; fuch men . are nat ta·.·be . 
trufted.' ,Power in t.heir hands is danger.aus.; 

far they will facrifice·canfcience·and fell their 

cauntry· to. gratify and pl<!afl!re themfelves ;. 
or they will do ,this tDpleafe tho~e-abQve' 

• • 

them, on. wvom they q~pend .. Such men' are • 
• 

eafily bought. Howfar, this. has peen. verifi-
, 

cd of late, ·in this land,lleave all·ta ·det~rr,njne 
• • 

for themfdves. RuleJ~(eem .to be mi-fi:aken, 
when t!:ley ll~ with a vic;~ ol!ly tofupp~r~ and 
preferve t~eir own' grearnefs . and ~gF1ln~e.l1r~ 
~. That. the. civil. rukr and. chriftian: minifter 

_,'.. .j'~:l.···,' 

fuould engiofs the ,wealth of the, ,w0r.1d to . .' 

themfdves, as they ,have ~onc: in ,~ap)T; a,ges 

.and c0411~rif:s~ and .~iyc:!n pride and.lu:"!l~¥, ,on 
{pails vio}eiuly extar(ed or, aily drained fram - -' . 
·the people, is altogether fo.n:!gn to. the .delign 

• • • • 

of .G?d in .fl:,tting them up.~~ That they ought 
-.. .. .' 

.~o be fup'poned. in eafe. and honor,' we may 
• • • 

collect from. the facred oracles. : . . . . 
• 

• 

As good rulers, God's minifters for good 
-'to th~ p;ople, are entitled to fufficient and 
'honorable' maintenance; fa are they, to every 

, . - , 

mark. of honor, efteemand refpecr from theil' ----... -~ . 
. fubj~4~: ',.'" HO:lOr th.e 'k iog," fays St.~ Peter. 
Aqd .~~ ~th!!re are. no lawful powers, but who 
are.o;dained of God; fo St. Paul dir~as us - . -' . . ... 
to render to fifch their dues." fear to. whom 
.' J. . 

. . fear, 
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fear, honor to whom bonar," js d\le;. .Rulers 
and princes are entitled to the moil: refpe&ful 
treatment from the people over whom. they 
are placed .. We m~y not" {peak e:v:l of 
'dignities," nor" of the rulers of the people.'~ 
To treat" princes" and .rulers with conte~pt, 
indignity, and difrefpect, is flighting and coo· 
~emoing an ordinance of God. . .'. 

, . 
BUT not only are good ., princes," and . , . - . 

rulers to be fupported and honored in their 
ftations, but fubmittecl to and obeyed. Rea· 
fan \'lill direct, and interell: lead, all chearflllIy. 
to fubmit to the laws an'd government of fucb 
magiftrates ; and r~ligion moil: il:rongly en:' 
'forces the fame duty. St. Paul, fays, " Let 
every foul be fubjeCl: unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: The 
powers that be,are ordained of God, whofo
ever therefore refifteth the power, refill:eth the 
ordinance of God: And they that refill: fhall 
receive to themfelves damnation. Wherefore 
ye mull: needs be fllbjeCt, not only for wrath~ 

. but alfo for conlcience fake." And St. Petei:: 
" . 

exhorts, "S'ubmit YOljrfeIves to every ordi· 
nance of man for the Lord's fake: Whether 

• • 

it be to the king as fl1prem~ ; or unto go.-
vernors, as unto ~hem, that are fent by him." 

, 

The civil rul::'f is the minill,!:r of God for 
, 

go~d to the people: While rulers p\uf\ie 'the 
, end 

, 

, 
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end of thei!' appointment to office.; reeking 
• 

the public goad, they are to he ohe¥e~ and 
fubmitted unto. Rl11er$ are men of like paf;. 
fions with ~urfelves; :as .1~able to an undue bias 

. 

and influence, and fo to el'rors and ffiiftakes in . 
their (!ondutt, as therr f-tlbje.&s. It h«!ome-s 

fubjects to point our the miftakes ·whicht1l1ers 
run into, at any time, in their .adminifhation; 
and when [here are made to appear, they w.ill, 
if they have the good "Of foeiety at heart, im
mediately rectify them. We may not refuf.e 
(uhmiffion .t.o higher powers,becauf.e of lelfe~ 
errors io government. Allowance ought co 
·be made for rulers as well as others. It is the 
properry of the di vine Being only to be inea
pable of doing wrong. Every wrong ftep in 
rulers, may not proceed from a retded difpa
fitioo toalmee: their power and inj,ure their 

fubjects. But when they make ure of their 
po·....,er and authority in a manner fubverfive 
of the end of their defignation to office; when 
they encroach on the natural aDd conftitution-

. al rights of the peop.le ; when they trample 
00 thole laws, which were made, at once to 

limit their power, and defend their (ubjeCts ; 
in fuch cafes the people are 'bound not to obey 
them, but refifr them as public robbers and 

the ddlrayers of mankind and of huma.n hap· 
pinefs. Says the great Mr. Lo~k in hi~ trea· 

rife 
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·~fe· upon governmenr. cc Whereioever bw 
ends, tyranny begins, if the iaw be tranfgre1f~ 
ed to a:nother's harm. And w·hoeve.r in auther
rity, ex<:eeds the power given him by law, and 

• 

makes u(e of the force he hath under his com~ 
mand, to compafs that tlpon .the fubjeCl: 
which the law allows not, ceafes in that to be 
a magiftrare; and acting witham authority~ 
may be oppofed as any other man~ who in~ 
vades the right of another." And in .thefe 
cafes the peop-Ie mllft be judge of tAe good 
or ill 1:onduCl: of their rulers; to the people 
they are accountable. It is the highefi pope
ry to affirm otherwife. "The argumen~ 
whereby the ApoRe Paul enforces his eXflor
-tarion of fubmiffion to rulers, and dluwades 
from reliftance, is, that thefe civil powers are 
ordained of God, and ordained by him, minif
teriaUy to convey bkffings from him to the 
people. So long therefore, and fo far as theft 
civil powers act agreal11y to the defign .of their 
~rdination, and do guud in theit' ftations, the 
people arc: obliged to fubjection, and rdlftance . 

'wHl be blameable; but if thefe powers forfake 

their. proper fphere, thwart God's defign in 

ordaining them, diifer'le the people. and take 
meafures which tend to ruin them, the Apof
de's ground of the people's fubjection ceafes ; 
~dJ indef.'d, fu\;>miffion becomes a faulr, an4 

C I .. difiance ---

, 
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-serlftance-a-viittte. Ifthe-.p.eopk ought t~ q.. 
obey well· conduCtingJ'ulers out-of reg~d.to 
the' public good~ it nmfr be ·as· much their:du
ty, frill governed by a regard' to the pu~lic 
good, to'Oppofe them, when purfuingideftrue
rive methods. To fupPQfe' it. belongs to the 
Apoftle's meaning, thade .is a·damnable fin 
to re6ft'civil powers; becauJe·ordailled of Goil, 
though they ad entirely Otlc-of challacter; anti 
thwart every kind purpofe: GOd ; had in or

daining them, is in the dafs 'of moft palpable 
grating abfurwties. A pretence to ground 
juch ideas, as thole of indefeafible righe, PilE
five obedience, and nor.-refiftance,.. on the Bi

ble, is criminal 'an high abufive [candill to 
the Chriilian religion, and its divinely infpil!
ed PromuigatOla. If God had-given up man

kind to die win. of oppreifors, not permitting 
,the people, on paia of damnation,. to attempt 
their own relief, it would· not, indeed, have 
exceeded the demerit of a .finful world; but: 
would have been·difagrea?le to [·he general a
nalogy of kind Providence." As rulers, how
ever oinilipotmt they may pre.tend to be, are not 
raifed aBove a poffibility of erring and mifta-

• 

king in [he exercife of their power andautbQ-
fity, io it is not abfurd to fuppofe they may, 

in fome cafes "enjoin and require things of thefr 
fubjecrs contrary to tbe Jaws of nature, \Vhich 
are tlie Taws of God, :llld contrary alfo t() 

• 
the 

• 
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the' Chriftian- rHigion ;' .ill whi2h 'c~re-Our -duty" 
is 'plairr, ." We-muft -obey 'God rather 'man -men-.I> Aiia~- ",,·'ftand 'faft' in '-the'-liherty 
,,,,herewith' ·Ghrift hath made us ·free, :aoo 
be -·not-enranglecl· again· with- the 'Yoke Gr· boil
cage.1> . If any' come'1n privily to fpy 0Ut,OUf! 

I;berty, which ·we ·derive ftom-the Amhor of 
m.ture·and the ·Author of 01:11'. moft:hGly·fait·h, 
we may net give· pl-ace-tothem, by fubjeBion. 
i10 not for an -hour; . that the.-r.ights of. natur.e 
-and of confcien€e, and the truth of. the .gar
pel, may continue with us. But-not· to -cll

hrge ·inthis way • 
• • 

Hrsprefent majefty, ki l1 g George the thirq, 
.has in ~y qpinioIl, an undoubted right. to·tlre -
Britifh throne; bllt his right thereto is found-

• 

. ed, if nQt wholly, ,yet principall" on the peo-
,pie's right to:refiit,and fet alide evil and wicked 
: rulers, rulers who tran,pIe cn the fundam.en-
tal laws of the fiatc, and invade thtir fubjeCts 

: rights and libenies. Haq ROt the people r~-
• • 

:fifted and rtmoved that unhappy and mifguid. 
ed king, Charles the firft, the narion would 

.probably, have been ruinep. King James the 
:fecond, brother cif Chad~s the fecond, and 
lfon of Charles the firft, fo enraged the Pt'ople,· 
'by his infatuated mearures, as that he w:!s 
forced to abdicate the thiO'ne; and flee his 

,};ingdom. Then W.JIiam Henry and lVbry, 
• - pnnce 

• 

, 



, 
, , 

• 

• 
• 

\ 

• 

(- ~o ) 

prince and priocefs of Orange,. were proclaim.; 
ed king and queen of England. This (vent., 
.c;alled the revolution, took place in' 168S. 
William and Mary dying without iffue, the 
princefs Anna of Denmark, f(cond daughter of 
king James the fecond,. w~s proclaimed qJleen. 
She died leaving no children, whereupon 
George- Lewifs, eletl:or of Hanover, fucceed-
ed to the crown of Great-Britianr He was 
grandfoll of the princefs Elizabeth Stewart, 
daughter of James the firfr, king of England.. 
He was-fucceeded,.in the throne of there king:
dams, by his fon George the fc:cond, of ilIut:
trious memory., who was grandfather to George. 
the third, the prefent rightfuIfovereignon·.thc 
Britifh throne:. Hiftory iliows os that the 
greater part of the kings of England, have 
come: to the throne, not fo mueh by right of 
inheritance, as by the eletlioll of the people. 
and the refifrance they have made to theAl 
who were heirs apparent to- the crown, or aC

tually on the throne. ~ If the people have 
a 

~ .. Archigallo, Emerian. Vertigem, Sigibert, [dngs 
of the weft faxons: Beornred and Alured, kir.gs of' 
Northumberland, were aU deprived of. their throne~ 
for their e"il government, and fueh woo were tbo't 
more worthy preferred in their Read. King Edwin 
being deprived for· his unj~ government. the c;rowll 

WU 



Aright to keep out·the next heir co the crown,' 
ilecaufo kc is a papift., they have equal right 
to do [0 for a~y other as weighey cauft, and 
to fix: on the throne fuch a prine.: as th~r :h;;.11 
think fit. • 

WHAT has been raid above refpeCting go~ 
•• 

vernment and the great bldIing.lt is to facie:-
cy, may Cerve to introdll(,c what (hdil rXCN, 
agreable to the purport of the '~"'t. . 

• 

PO~ER. is too intoxicating, and liable to a· 
bure.· As great a bleffing as govcrnmt:Dt is, 

like 

was given to his brother ~gar, who was OtIe of the, 
rarefl: princes, that' the world had in his time both for 
peace and war, jufiice. piety and valor. 

Of all our kings from. the Norma1f' ;,waJion, the 

better to alf c:ame to the crown con trary to the doc

trine of the di'Vine unalienable rigbt. William· the 

feoond put by his brother Robert, fo did Henry the 
firfl:. Stephen' fet afide, Maud the cmprers. King 

• 

John did the fame, by his nephew. Edward the 
third, outed his father. Edward tee fecond. Henry 

the fourth, obliged Richard the fecond. to abdicate. 
Henry the fifth, and Henry the Iixth, kept puffeffion 
bf the throne from the houre of Mortimer, whole 

right it was by inheritance. Edward tke fourth, re
moved Henry the fixth. Richard the third, ferved 

his neph-cw. Edw:lrd the fifth after the {.1me rate. 
Henry the fcvcllth, would never own his wife'., title, 

and fo on." See a ,reatife, entitled, rox /,o/"tfi, 'i.lC;t; 

Dei, being true maxims of j;overnment. 

• 

• 

-



, 

like all other blefiings, ii: m'ay become:i 
iCourge,. a curfe, . and fevere punifhment to-a 
people. "For the rrarifgreffion of a land, 
many are the princes thereof," fays Solomon'. 
Intimating that to have many princes'in'a 

kingdom is a juft judgem~ntof Gq\i l;Ip~n a 
finful nation. Thefe words may be ya,d()I1~~ 
interpreted. "-For the tranfg~emon <;It'!: )~ii9' 
and a ~ener~ defeCtlo?: frqf i G~9~l}q_~:~eJ~gi-
OD, to Idolatr~', prophanenefs and tmmorahty, 

. lJ1any are th~ P'5irit:es thereof; inany-.~Uhe 
fame time .pretending ,to. the fovereiguty,.,anti 

., . 

(:Ql}tendmg for it, by which the people arc 
crumbled into parties and factions, biting and 
devouring one another:' Or' many prirtces:fuc:. 
cefiivd yin a 'little ti me, orie cutting offimother, 

• 
or foon cut off by 'the hand of God, or 'of a 

foreign enemy." ,But this· word '~'. prillce," 
need ·not IDe underftood in fa limited a fenCe, 

as inten4ing the king, or firft magiftrate. 'It 
)11ay moft proped{be underftood here,. 'as - ~ . . 

meaningJ:he nobles,. counfellors, and officers ' 

in a kingdom and land; any ruler and officer 
among people; any who are fet over them tC:> 

, 

rule, order and govern them. And our text 
-

fpeaks of it, as a punifhment upon a people 
.and land to have a 11}ultit!lde of princes, or ru· 
lers and officers. For the entertaining,jufi: 
conceptions of this point, let it be obferved : 

That 
." .. I 

• 



• 

• 
. That as government was ordained -of God. for 
_the" good" of the people,. and not Jor their 
ceftruclion; fo to effeCt this moft valuable'in-

• 

tended-,end, it~s neceffary, that in 'every flat~ 
there be. as many "princes," and rulers, of 
one fort and_ of-another, higher. and lo\ye,r as . . ~. . 

fuall be fufficient tQ all thepurpofc:sofgood 
government; both for the making and exe
.(;uting laws, condllcive to the.general felici~y, 
and_that the bf!nefits~apd advantages thence. rf':" 
[ulting. 'may b.e·f~~n and felt, in.the remoteit 
par.fS. of the em:pir~.. In. propbrtion:tc? the ex .. 
~ent.o( a kingdo~, . z:nuR be its .. number of 
" princes," its )egiflative and .. ex!!cutive oBi~ 
.ce.r~ •. It is not p~ffib~e. for one, ·or a-few, to 
carrYr:on the -gre3~end of government, in a 
largJ: arid ,widt.ly:! exteI?ded em,pire. GoverI"' 
rior~-a,l}d ,office.rs~Q; be/entforth into all parts. 
to ?lake and.exe.cure good·andwholefome laws -. . . . . 
for. thf punifhmei!/.of: evil d(Jcrs, Qlld. for the ... 
e11couragement (/ltd jecurity of them who'do we/I. 

• • -
This will creatt; proportionable burdens for . '. . 

the people: Becaufe all ferving che public~ 
ought by chern to be well fupporred. But mul", 

• 

t'ipJ)'ing of lucrative offices in a kingdom or. 
frate, beyond what is really necelfary to pro
m ote, the only and great end. of government,. 
the general good of the community, as it muct 
rrodoce great and warm ftruITO'les for Ilia-her 
. - ..... . ' 00 , 0 

.and 'l?ore profitable ports among them, and 
• 

. unavoidably 

• .. ' 



, 

, 

un:l.';"oidably increafe the burdens of the pea; 
pk, fo it may truiy be reckoned a {evere pu
niili;nent, a~d heavy judgment upon a land~ 

Innumerable, al:no!1:, are the evil confequences 
wh:ch take place in the {{ate, from a needlefs 
alldition of " princes," rulers and officers ill 
it, which pro;re the thing to be a fore [courge 
::nd cu:fe to the land. Bribery and corruptioll 
wiB preva:l ; and an increafe of laxer and dll· 
tiu on the 'neeeiTaries of life, on lands, food 

2nd cloathing, whereby the people are rcdu
c~d to ('uaits and poverty, while thefe Stlperml
m£1'arics live in idlenefs, affluence and luxury, 
on the labors of the honefi: and induftriQus. 
How nOXi()U5 to foeiety is this ! Whc:ther 

Gr~at·Bririan and thefe colonies, being a part 
~t the eml'il'e, are in that fituation of having 

flIan) more " pri~es," rulers and officers 
tl1<'-~:~, t"an are abfolute1y neceff'ary to ma
r ',: ~ :h:' arrJirs of government, fame will 
c: ·_·;;~:~s ,'~~Hure to deny. But, fo great is 

t',~ :1rj,,'.::e~ G~-" princes," that is, placemell 

2 ~~, ~c<:::- ~~:; in our nation and land, as thlt 
t'-:: :,::~,:~ '3 ,:-.c:v receive muft, and will keep - . 
t~:! "1::::10 in debt. An immenfe fum is an. 
r;;;C:':" pa:J ;n pen !ions, to perfons who are 

C': cf p~~rc bu!inef~, and fame to perfons 
:~ :::::ct', over and above their fixed in
s';".c. Thi" together with the necrffary ex· 

pen,e~ 

• 



, 

• 

, , 

~5' )' 
, 

, . . _. 
iences and charges of the frate, have created 
fticha debt in Engla!ld, as that after all the' . . ' 

means and methods ufed to increale the nau .. 

anal 'revenue, it cando little more than pay the 
• 

interdl: of the debt, and the annual exigencies 
df government.':t: That ·.perro ',S in high 

~ffice, and minifters of God for gCQd to tbe 
'Rublic, fhould be rewarded for their fervices,is 
put juft ; and that they be n'laintained in ho-.. " 

nor and dignity, proportioned to their rank~ 
and the importance and ufefulnefs of their 
offices tothe people, is very reafonable. But why 
one who was well rewarded while in office and 
• 

bunners, mull: retire therefrom, with a p,enfion of 
feveral thoufands of pounds,only [0 make room 
for another perron, we, in this remote corner 
of the world, fee not. All this burden come~ 
upon the laboring poor, and by this means 

, 

tbey are fo ftrai\ned, as fcarce to be able to 

procure for themfdves and families, the' neeef
faries of life .. The generality of the common 
people in England and Ireland, fare much 
poorer, than the mean eft fervant. and moll: ab .. 

1) ject 

• 

t The illtcrell of our national debt amounts to near 
upon five millions a year. Ten millions of pounds 

: fterling is our' prefent annual national income, anti 

, likewiCe our prefent annual 71a~al expen~; includ • 
. ing what may at times be paid towards the difi:harg. 

\ oS Ibe deb; and the ,oft of ,oHecun!:. 

• 



• 

t '2.6 J 
, 

jocta ... rein cllisland. Thaun~l1 :who, ~~ 
p.~r.£ormed fomdignal exploit, and,d,one fpqae~. 

_ • _ _. •• _ "'J • 

tping whereby fpecial benefit ?ccrues £,0 ~b~, 
. .' . ... . 

Hate [bonld be dininguilhingly rewarded., is 

b.ut rearonable and jUll. All ,t~e \yit arid c.r~f~~ 
of men has be~n exerci1ed, and their invention 

, , 

wracked to find Out offices, ,'polls and eIP· 
, ' ' 

ployments for them who have been feeking 
places, that there might pe, at kaft, a plaufi
bl~ prete;;ce for their receiving large fa}arid 
from the people. It is almon' impoffible,' tcS 
reckon up the'diffaent <C princes," rulers ilJJd 
oft.cers, in the nation, or to compute thdr fti· 

, . 

p~ncl5 ; the fum thereof ;s, almoft, beyond :lC· 
cotmt. New and unheard of officers and ru:. 

• 

lers have been made of late years, that fa all 
may be provided with places and incomes • 

Fr:r.'In::R, a hrge ft~nding army, conlia-,. 

1::;, perhaps of ncar an hundr~4 thoufand men 

in all p2rts of theBritifil dominions, is kept up, 
at an amazing expence to the frate.Some un~ 
Cot: :df P:lY, others under full pay; the high. 
~~ Gf;1cei~ have very great wages, while tbe 
{'j:':ie~> Il.lve kmry allo)'lsnce. Thi~ tlrm)' is 

• 

},~p~ up :::> :lid tbe civil power, it is pretend-

e:'. ; bu: w::re the ,requirements of civil ruJers 
.~~d ad r::afonabk, thcr.e would be no occaf!- . 

, 

C:1 or having recourle to the powers of the -
m:iita:y" to enforce {)\)edien<:e. :When mea,~ 

. -
furt:t ,--..... --, ' . • - . ~. - , 

, 



, 

rUtes-~r~·t6 be' catri~d, and ~an he car?le(l; 6ta 
" , 

ty by force of [~e foldiery; and [he terror of 
, 

arms, ic is proof abundant tha.t they are un:": 
bwful and l1nconitibhi'onlit For howe'vel 

, 

die're may be pe'ffons of a faCtious', liceniioui 
furn, y'et the body of a pee'pIe are difpofed rei 

, ,. 
obedience arid fubrhiffion fro'ni a' riiio'cip!e0f 
. '" . 

fe1f-'intereft,' ifnoth;ng ,dCe. They are dirp.6re~ 
tci(i lead qu~et' :lnd' peace,abfe lives'." ,,\Then 
ther'e 'arifes ge~mii lineafiiJefs arid cO'rri plaine 
imong a people, it is a ce'rtairiGgn thiilgs do 
~~t' go well in the frate. and chit the meaf~res 
purfuing a;n: not jun, right' and equal. , A 
!landing army kc'pc up, as die')' alWays a're, in 
'{dlenefs, in time of peace, a~e the bane of re· 
l;gion, virtue and focial fdicitr, and ine ml~' 
'~e,ry ofche molt e~\Jberant growth of all kind'!' 
of wicked'nef's and debauchery. This is a plan 
to fright people into a comp!iance with favo-

, 

'rite meafures, which the ab:::ttors are ienfibJe 
mankind wiT! noc readily conf~nc uoto. And 

• 
may it'"pot be, bec2ufe they are not jult ? 't'his 

, ii-a;me'a:fure' unnecdf.irlly burdenfonie. For 

" a conftitution "lhich cannot fllppOrt its own 

weight muftfall; , it mutt be fuppofed eff~n~ 
tially defeaive in its form or admini!1:ratio;1 • 

. Miliraryaid has'eVer been deemed danci-erous 
, . D 

to a free civil {tate; and often ha, bem 'lif"J 

~si1n efi"(;Ctual engine to fl1bverc it.'~ A peo
ple 

• 

• 



, 

, ' 

»l~ ought not to be' forced or frighted 011~, r-t. 
, . 

their rights, liberties and propeity. Wben - ~, 

franding armies are improved, it, may well a:' 
waken the jealoufy of the peopk, and eoure 

-
their attention to their dearen: worUly in-
terefrs. When rulers and princes act in eha. 

, 

ratter as minifters of God for good to the peo. 
pie, and purrue the things which tend to the 
welfare and interell of the frate, inllead of their , 
own, the people will eafily perceive it. "Peo. 
pIe are generally capable of knowing when 
they are well ufed. Public happinefs is eafily 
felt. 1\1:en cannot bur perceive when theyen
joy their rights,and privilege? ; when they let: 
at quiec under their own vin'es and fig-trees, 
and there is nORe to make them afraid; whel1 
the laws of the land have their courfe, and juf. 
tice is impartially admi:tffi.ered ; when no un'
reafona':lle burdens are laid upon them; when 
their rulers are r::.dy to hear their complaints, 
and to recirers their wrongs; when they treat 
6~:n with condefcenfion, tendernefs .and af
fection; \vhen they fympathize with them un-

, 

der their difficuLies, and, like their great 
.:vIafter, are affil[(fd in all their affiiCtions. 

~ , 

Such a temper and conduct in rulers are eall· 
~y per::eived, without any extraordinary pen~., 
~ration/' fir.: 
\ ' , BUt' , 

• 

-1' • - ,... r. ' 1r Dr. "lot s eje~"O'4 .ermO!!'!. 
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t !i~ l 
, . 

" . J)<lT co proce\!.d; YV e, in this land; t,ilje {eeJll 
. .' . . -.- .- - ~ 

~d felt and ftill fee and feel, .the e\'i!s.of a 
.' . . . . 
{l:<H1ding army. po,n:~d" am9ng us ,in time o~ 
peace; fent hither to force or fright this peo
ple to comply ,with ach of the Britilh,Par~ 

liament, which are generally looked upon as . . , .' ' ~ 

unconO:icutional and grievous; and they will 
probably be improved to force this peopie, 'if 

, 

poffible, to relinquiih their chartered rights ane! 
liberties, which we hold ,by the plighted faid;' 
of former princes, and the crown. 
, ' • 

',' 'BEsIDEs,new courts of admiralty have been; 
within thefe few years,ereC1:ed, judges appoint~ 

, 

ed wid .. · e~tenliV'e :j tli-ifdiC1:ion"'a'rid ... -great 
power," ..... i~h l~rge fabries annexed to their 
'offic~~, 'withoutj:5~Yng' oblige'd' w"relide in 
their' rtfpeEtivedj'thiCl:s',' or perform :\hy part 

_ • • • • - • 1 

of the fervice ; but do all by their deputieS, 
who alfohave'good ftipends. Petfons are 1i4 
'able to be carried, a great diftance, for trial 
in there courtS, and there the p:frty complain-

• . ' 

• 

ing is in a fenfcbrnlljudge a~d j~ry. Thefcf. 
together with a new B03.rd of Cornmiffioners, 

and other officers, unknown to our father~, 
compole:: that band of "princes," by \vhom 

, , 

t!lis land ;5 puni(hed for its tranfgreffion. 
Nothing need be [aid here more tban to'men-

• 

~iQil thefe thiog~1 unJ.efs it be to add, r·hat the 
, ' - - ;IJoarq 

, 

---- ~.. -

, 
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!o~a 01 ecirrimimoners,a~d other oMcerfire 
maintained in pride, idlenefs and luxury, at ~ 
vaG: and needlefs expence of public trea:f~fd; 

_ _ • t __ • 

For~ admitting it to be r~fonable tnat a fel 
t;)~uc- be raifed in America, it might !:ie: col; 
letted without maintaining fuch a muititude 

. .". .. 
of officers, iii the colleCtiOl'f; as ar~ em'ployed~ 
and which eats up moa, if ncit' the' whple, of 

.. , .~- , 
the profit. But enough has been faid'to llio~ 
w he'n . government, in fread of heing a' bleffin€/, 
becomes a fcourge, arid a' puniLhrrienf to' a. 
people. It is (0 when its rulers or princes ~'are 

many, and numerous, whereby ~nnecdrary 

purdens are brought upon the pe~ple. 
, 

, 

1 GO on to fay very briefly, That~' by ~ 
man of underftanding and knowledge the nate 
thereof {hall be prolOnged.'" Religion and 
knowledge will prevent or red refs the grievan
ces, to which a land may be' fubjeCted, by ;l 

• 

mulititude of" princes" and rulers. A privy 
counfellor, or minilter of frate, or the princi
pal rulers in a kingdom, if they are men of 
real religion and enlarged knowledge will ure 
their influence and power to reftrain and fup-

, 

pre[s, u the tranfgreffion of a land," and pur-
fue the heft methods for healing the. wounds 
thereof, . th~t fo the good eftate thereof may 
'~e prolongea! It '~s . fCarce pomble to coti~ 

c~ive' 
-", j 

, 
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. -
~~-ive,. wll.at emjnen~ fe~vice one wife man mal 
Q,9 . for a nati.oil in a difficult, critical and. 
~. .... . .' 

tro.u,blt;fome~j\1l,l~ure. The wife man tells us· 
J,.. • • • • 

i!1 this chapter, where we find the ,te~, th~1I; 
,.,' 'the p~ince who wanteth .. ~g is al~ 
~ grea.t oppr~ffo.r : BU.t he that ~~~e~.l!.cove~ 
wu[nc[s flull prolong his days.". The love ot 
¥leney, and the want of due G(;mfideration, arc, 

. . 
t4e caufes of the mal-adminHh·atio.n: of" pri~ 
ces,,'and rulers. 'A ruler who.is /:ovet911s will - . . -

{leither do jqft}y, ~o.r love':ll:lercy, but the pe!)t 
ple'under h'im ~all'be boug~t.and fold. B~~ 
rulers who are. ture f.earers of God, ~nd hater~ - . --
pf ~o.vetoufnc:fs, ili.all prolong .. their. govern~ 

~ent and p~a,ce; th~y {hall be happy in the 
flff.e&io,ns· of .their Beople, and thebl~ffings of 
.' . . 

~~~ir God. Rulers )Vho ar~ w~fe and good, 
.\ViIi ne\'er opprefs and enaave.th~ir fubjects, jf 
the):, would confule ~!Jeir own intereft, cafe and 
fafe.ty. Tyrants and oppreffors who facri6cc 
.ev.erything to .t~ei! '7o.vetournefs~ and ambi
tion of .an abfQlut~, arbitrary power, genera1.ly .. , . . -

.fulfer for th~i.r madnc;fs and folly, when aJl 
oppreffed a~d"~n.naved people arc rouzed~ 

:.Such rulers often fall a iacri6ce to the rage of 
mankind. Wht:nthey' wile;> rule oyer meq, 
.'. .' . 

are perfons of underftanding and.knowledge• · ,. - , 
not only men difcerning in the times and. f~- I 

• 

_ (o~~~ knowinz wha~. yrac! OLlS~!~ 49, !J9t 

• • · , mco -
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men: orreai goodnefs ,'and teligicin', ~ar~"'~Nft; ... ' ~ ... ,. ,,- ,.,~ 

riiling itr' die ,fear t!f God;" ~he' ftate of that' 
people' wilr be, 'profperoUs~" fiourifuing;:an<f 
happy:' Such 'rulers will be'a God~likeCbletr.' 

. . • • .. - , I 

ing. , Sa)s Godby the mouth of hi~ fervant 
kIng David; ", they !ball :lie'as the: lrghf-<>f ' 
themoTrting, when the ,fuil r"ift:th, even 'as -a 

" cloqds ; a~' the'teridergrafs 
, . ' 

fpringing' dut.ofthe earth by clear ihining af .. 
ter rain:." c',The: -character and' extenfive 'be"
llefitence:of tlie faiHiful ruler" are here repre~· 
fent~d~ who with a God-like ardor ~rriploYs. 

, " 

·his authority and influence to advance' 'tfie, 
. , . 

common:intere1t~ The righteous Lord,'\vllofe 
:CouriteD'anc~ behbldeth: the upright; wilf (up
'POrt and fUcCeed rulers 'or'inis character,:: 
,And. it is an evidence of' his favor to' a 'pea
'-pIe,' when 'fu~h are apponited to rule over 
-them. The natural effect of thIS, is quietnef~ 
:and peace, as fhowers upon the tender grafS'~ 

, ' ' 

-and 'clear' (hining after rain. ' In this cafe,a 
, 

'Joyal people muft be happy, and fully fc:nfib!e 
:thattheyareCo while they find their perfons in 
, fafeer ' rtieir liberties preferved' their' pro
-perty deft'nded and their c'~nfidence in their 
\ralers entite:;; The nece!fary e,cpences of go
tveintnent will-be borne with pleafure ; while 
-jiltfice'holds tne b~lance,and righteoufnefs flows, 

li~W~ the~!:gree~~ §I.l~h ~iv~ !l~te~ accord· 
~,~;' . !n~ 

, , 

, 

f 
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ing'to the natural c'Hlrfe of things, mull: flour~' 
ifh':in peace at· ho:n~, and be: refpectable a

broad private, virtues will be enrouraged, 
and vice driven into darkn.::fs· induitrv in the 

• 

moll: c'tfeaiJal manlier p~om·)t(!d arts and 

fciences patronized :the true fear of God cul

tivated, anJ his w:>rfhlp maintain ·d. HapPY' 
•• 

mull: th~ people De that is in fuch <l. c1fc: ye 
happy is the people whore God :s the Lclrd." t 
" By a man of underll:anding and kn,)\vledge, 
the Il:ate thereof null be prolonged." Em I 
need not enlarge here, finee \0 much was raill 
in the beginning of thiS diti:ourk, of tl1e great: 

bldfmg of good civil guvernment. Govern

ment, as great a blrEling as it is, u)mc:t!mes 
may become a (courge and punifhment to a 

people. Is not this the cafe, at this day, with 

our nation and land? 

, 

OUR part, my hearer~, is to confider what 
are the moral caures of our public calami
tit'S and troubles,' humble ourlClves before 

God, and, while his judgmenrs are abroaJ 111 

the earth, learn righreoJ.linefs. "Fur the 

tranfgrtilion of a land many are rhe princes 
thereof." The conGderarion of this matter, 
tagetb':' with [orne obfervacions' lipan the 

E preli:nc 

t Rev. Mr. Cock's eleaioll fermon. 

• 

• 

'. . ~ 
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prefent ftate of this country, and:' direCtions, 
and advice to the people refpeB:ing the fame, 
will be the bulinefs of the next difcourfe. Iil, 
the mean time, let what has be,en faid,hc:;: 
\VeU weighed and duely' confid~red by us, 
~, And the Lord give us unacJftanding in~ 

, 

~1 things." 
• 

, 

End of the Firft S E R M 0 N ~ 

• 

-

, 

" 

, 
, 

• 

• , 

, 

, 
, 
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P R ,0 V E R B S XXVIII. 2; 

~, For the tfranJireJ!ion of a Land, many are 
" the Princes thereof: But by a Man of 
" Underflan,ding and Knowledge the Slale 
~~ thereof /hall he prolonged.'~ 

, 

N the morning I expatiated upon the great 
bleffing of good civit government, and 

confidered the grand end and defign of the 
inftitution Then obferved that, as great a 
bleffing as civil government. was, it might 
be fa cariduaed as to become a curfe, a judg. 

ment and punifhmeot to a land: And it is fo, 

when the .. princes," or rulers " thereof are 
many," many more than are neceffitry to pro
mote and elfea the great end of government • 
the good of the community, and when by be· 
ing multiplied in a land, the burdt:ns of the 
. . r~ople 

• 

, 

• 



, -
i 

, 

- _ ... , __ ~ _0, ___ _ 

people muft be greatly, needlefsly and ver.y-
1:nprufitably tncrealed, and tbey impoveri1hed 
and- enflaved : W hlk men~ or fl,l)ers of und~r-

- '.' I 

flanGing anJ knowledge, rulers of religion 
~mJ p:ny as wdl as great dlicernment, by 
tb::ir wile, prud~n t and righteous adminitl:ra

tion, \Vlll p along the ftate; the tranquility 
anll 11Jp?inds ofehe land. 

BUT as the- pre[C'nt ftate ofthe'- Britifh, em
pin: indicates tha;. ci , .. il government is m.l,je a 

fcourge :md puniiliment unto the people, io 
oe, part, my hearers, and [he:-, proper, buIirH:'fs 
of d::i day, i~ (o..cnq'.lire ani, cori(ider'_ .wh:1t 
:m_" -the Gural cau[t:s of, this' puniili:l1ent, to 

ht.!:n ble ot1r!-;"hs before GoJ,arid w hi le'h is 
" . ' 

.,i-l\rnenrs arc abraa,J in [ile ear~h) learn 
, ., "[ 

1 · .. ··r~I~:"" .. 
~O'··"""-'\..I···· .::. 

« orir.ces;" 
" 

or 
TC :::~S in the 1.1:-11, :m.:i their eno~mous,. gi

Gamic ftrices at,er ci'[p~;ic government 

<:r:t.1 arbirrarv iJ::r"e~, our text te.lches tlS to - . -
~c~CJ?r 3; a juft ]\.lcgment of heaven, and a 

r::?:::t>ou.s r:.~n:~"h:n::"nt upon" the land':» (as in ... 

f;'~ed by G'~d; for th~ many provoking lin5', 
,-.-·1 r',-,_" " 'r>n{O-rpl~11"n'" OL," [',le p"op1e •••• , ... - •• '':) to. •• "D" ..., .... ... 

" Cu: ~-jv"rGrv is :u be c')nliJered, as [he ef-
• 

<.,,1:; OC, ~1"''';';'f'''';nl "a-';nc)' 0-, "erm,ffion--as ... _C~ ~ J ........ ~ .~ __ .... ".:).... ,_ .. ~ 

~ r! ~~~~ :eOU3 pare:l t 2.1 cha~~ iit:mc:n t of heaven, 
for 
v -

• 

, 



" 

f"t' Otlr mloy,provacations; and a 1001;1 "can 
for univerfal repentance and reformation, at.; 
cording 10 the g()Cpt:l of Chrill:." . While 

"th'rtfore, the lar,guage ot this day's folemni. 
ties feems to be this, thac with all humility we 

"coiJfefs our fins to G:)d, and ., come boldly to 
the thr,}ne of grac:: tlut we may find mercy 
to pard"n," and "with fullell: confidence are 
cJmmitting our c3uft! to the G_d of infinite 

• 

wIJdo'\l, putti·ng up fervent prayers to' that 
B;ing, who is able co fave ; we fho~ld, at i:h"e 

fa;ne time, c:mlider our indiipelliablel,bl:ga
ti(}ris, and the nereHiey of " adding" to'; ~ur 

, . . 
praytrs and fupplications, true· and "unfeigned 
rep<;man·ce, as· ·ever we would hope to' obtain 
audience of I lim, " who loveth righteoufnefs, 
.and hateth iniquity," The pfalmill: tells us, 

, 

that, " if we rt'gard in:quity· in our hearts, 
the Lord will not hear tho" The voice of 
Prov:dence, at lurh a time of trotlbk, and day 
of dark nels, fpeaketb on this wile, to every 
mdftngtr of the Lord" of Boas" cry aloud, 
a.nu jpare nor, lift up thy voice J.k ... a trum

pet, and {hew my people thtir ti.lnrgrdIion, 
ad their fins,""" This Fcopk 1110uld be 
taught what is am;[, ~.;non6 them, be '.' !hew. 
ed their evil wor 1;:s, and their tr.1f1rgr~fiion~ 
~hich they hl"'\:" e;';Ci:::d~<.l." t AnJ be earn. 

efily 

, 



eil:1y pl'effed and urged to repentance and 're-~ 
formation, as the only way to obtain dc:liver;
ance from our prefent. diftrefs, and ,to .caufe· 
the divine Being to avert, thofe impending 
evils and punifhmenrs, which will, otherwife, 

• 

fall on ·us, until God "fhall make an utter 
end of us." 

OuR. anceftors, who firft came into this 
country, and their immediate pofterity, were 
a pious, a holy ahd a praying people, arid God 
had a favor for them: But we, who have 
thos remotely defcerided from them have rifeR 

, 

up in their fread, " a feed of evil doers; chi!-
-dr~n that are corrupters, we have forfakeh the - . . . 

Lord, we have provoked the holy Orie of If-
rael unto anger,we are gone away backward." 
"Iniquity greatly abounds, and the love of 
many waxes cold.". Multitudes are" ene
mies to God and religion, in their minds by 
wicked works." Have we not forfeited all 
our bleffmgs into the h:lOds of God? And are 
not rulers made the inftruments, in his hands 
of depriving us of fome of them, and thus 
puni!bing us? And are not moft of the 
C'Uilr we now furrc:r, the natural and neceifary, 
as wel! as moral, effeCls of our vices ? A nd is 
there any rearon to h0pe that we !ball be a 
happy people, while pride and extravagance, 
luxllrj and intemperance are fo prevalent a-

mong 

• 



• 

-
\ -
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moiig us -? But further, to ufe the words at 
another., which ar.e peculiarly emphatical; and
exprem:ve. "'Thcil1~h greatly diftanr, weare
fo'rfOwfully infeCl:ed with the irreligion an& 
ltices. which: are predominant in England;;: 
and: which reign. there to fuch a degree as that
we can fcarcely forbear applying fuch 1ao-: 
guage as·that in· the Revelation, "·come oue: 
of< her' my people, that ye be not-partakers of 
her- fins, and that ye. re£-ei ve not of. her) 
p-lsgues : Fodler fins have reached unto hell· 
ven,!\qd God:hath remembered her iniquities~": 

-,. 

A-I world", fpirie,is difcoveringitfdf;in numer:.; 
ous immoral effects. of. avarice, in· many- in~ 
ftan;ces..of perferring private temporal intefe1b 
before the good of the:country, and as ·to· fama 
in--an~eafy dedenfiod from thediffenting caufe, 
aDq', coincidence. with a- certa;n· more w7Jrldiy~ 

and lefs reformed ecclefiaftical eftablifhment • 
the immoratpractice of ga~eing with lucrative 
purpofes, chiefly among perfons in that which 
they call high .life. ; a great negleCt of puplic 
• 

religious ordinances, in almoft all parts of 
the land; amazing profanity, efpecially in. 
maritime places; widely preV'ailing and high
ly exceffive ufe of fpirituous liquors, together 
with a variety of high-ftrained ,modes of ex
travagance and luxury, more efpecially in our 
larger and more wealthy' 'Hading towns. .. 

Things 

-
• 

• 



• 

Thing<; which appear at fuch a day as tbis' 
" exceeding' unful," abfurd and aggr\tvateCl, 
are in the number of thofe fins wherewim our·' 

• 

times are m.uked ; while lome rerfons runofP 
• 

into the \\ Ildell: exceffes of fentiment, lome 
" concerning faith have made lliipwreck," 
and olhers are tinCtured with the fpirit of 
fcepticifm. And fuch irreligion and vice:. 
whereby we offend our God, and "the' God 
of our fathers," and merit our mifery at his 
bands, are, in'a great mt:~fure, borrowed (with 
unaccountable fond embraces) of the very peo .. 
ple from whom our lufferings proceed .. ' 0 The 
refletl:ion is fufficiently painful.and confuund
ing. without proceedin~ to obfC::1 ve that. per ... 
ions may poilibly be found. degenerate e· 
Dough. to [pread vice and wickednefs among 
us. fFOm a principle of Balaamitifh policy, or 
to render as an eauer prey. by means of the 
venality, c.irc:ldfnefs and timidity which are 
the nat:.lfal effects of luxury:" , 

• • 

<c BUT whatever may be juflly raid of their 
origination, certam it is. that by numerous of4 
fences againll: God, we merit a much deeper 

• 

plunge of adverfity, than we are now involved 
in; and we are called upon, by the monitory 
language of ~ivine ·Providence, to "confider 
our wavs, and turn our feet unto his' teftimo4 

• 
nies, and [0 to give glory to the Lord our 

• 

God • 
• 

, 

• 
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trotT, bc%fe our feet lhilnble upon thi tfa-ftt 
'fuountai~s ~ ana while we looK for _ 1igh~,l{~ 
turn iMl1to tlie'thadow of- ceatli,and' niAXe it 
~1(tis§ darkilefs." f ' , ' '" 

, , . ~ . 

:,)u',1' PQ~..t~, enlarge in this way. I will 
p'rocee~ ~q,f!10Wt~gre;1b)e ,to what ha~ alrttady 

~ 

been hinted That many of the evils . and 
• '. • • ~ • • • • 1 

troubles we _DOW fuffer, are the moral, a!ld al. 
t' • • '. •••• • • . 1. 

fo the nati,l,ra
l
l _and ne~eif.ary effects pt our tra!lf-: 

giemon$ and fins; fe that, we may read ,out 
" • I ...... _ ".' .( .. . - ~ . 

fins, in tbe way and, manner of our punifh-
. . . " . . ~. . , 

memo 
, , , . , -

, W1TU: tega'rd't(j the' d'ihy' laid'up-oitItldii 
teas, I cannot' help thlrll:ing~ (though f~me 

, p~mbly may call this' fU'perRidor!) that it' is ~ 
juft judgment, and righteous punifument upon 
this people, for their vi1e'>abufe; and proftiiu
tiM of that: article of foreign trade, and I may 
add; iteedlifs luxury_ To n1e it appe~rs, tha~ 
by means of this article of tea, the people of 
this land,have °run into eiteff~s'of wiCkednefs, 
great beyond all 'accou'nt. Many have'fool'. 
ifhly laid out their'morrey'for'thii; -Who' could 
ftarce proei:'tre-t-h:e nccejforitPof life:, abd' foron:O 
ollher :reafun; hut betaufe' it was fa!hioiliiEre-. 
And; all orders, ranks and :!ges o{p'eople have 
beeh fo d'evoted: to it; as 'th\it"th~y, rriany of 
,,' F' ~~ 

° , , 

, t Mr •. Turner's eleCtion fermon. 
, 

• 
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them at -lean, " have Viorlhip'p~d~and ferrc:~ 
tlijs'.creature, mo re than the·Cre~torJ' ",ho. ~.s 
- ... ~ ... - -~ 

bleIffd forever<', Is i~ pemble; !c;>~!l ,ho,W-
, ' 

much lime bas been fcolilbly .ipenr" principal-' 
, 

ly, but not altogether, among them, who arc 
above the common level of mankind? 'Much 

, 

. - . '. 
time has been 10ft, which might have been 

, , 

·more proficably fpent at home in their own 
proper bufinef!>. Is it pomble tojay how; 

- .1' • 

much aaual wickednefs has been committed' 
, ' , 

, 

by people, (when vifiting one another for the 
fake of tea, chiefly) in' idle, vain 'and finful 
converfation, in freely handling the chaiacrei'~ 
of others, Oandering and def!lming of them ; . ' , 

Jogether with a pretence am~)Og many at·fuch 
times, to a power of rev~aling'fecret,!!, or fore-

, 

telling future eveuts, which,in Yillatever light 
we ,,'iew it, mu'it be evil. _ Fora knowledge 
of any furure events comes'not from God ill 

~ . ..... -' 

'Jhat way, If any perfons have this power it mqfi: 
·he deriveq fr,om fome evil fpirit. If none haye; 
this poWerof,foretellingfuture events; pretend
ing to.it, may at leaft be reckoned, among that 
" iooli!h talking and jefting whiJ:h" the apoftle 
fays," are not convenient," and which by no 
means "become women,' prof effing godli-: 
nef:;." 13efides, there are many other evils at
tending this faihion and cuft-om of, vifitin~ 
for the fake of drinking t-ea. It is no in for .. - - --

perfons, 



• perfoiis,\.;;iio 'ire fable,' tq 'ufe the pr6duc~' of 
. ", ". , .. ,-. ". .. ,'" 

edier countries either for food or c1oathing: 
.. '... I·. . 

It is the excefs 'in the ofe hereof~ with other' 
, , 

evils:icconip~nying the fame'i.vhich is' faulty; 
and' whe~ber this article has n~~ pretty tinive~
rally been' ufed to a great degree of faulty and 
finful'excefs, 'is a quel1:ion, I readilyfubmit. 
for" deem-on, 'tc> the faber and, thinking pkrt 
bf niiulldhd. ' While '1 {b'all 'fcarce mention 

, 

the damage' done to 'this'-torintry,. by the'un-
, ~.'" • .' f 

exampled \lfe and confumption of India-teas, 
in the vail: fums ofm'oney' an'Dually fe~t hence 

. ,.,-_. , ..... ", 
to purchafe It. Were the peqple in this l~nd 
to ufe it as freei-ias h~retof6re"th~y have 'dcine~ 
the 'revenue ai'i!ing from'tbe duty laid ontbat 
fi(lgle arti'c1~, fmall as'it i's,"nb doubt, 'would 
~rinuaUy' arhciunt 'to fever~l hundred tho'tifa:nd 
'pounds." Iti~ to be hoped, thatfor the good 
'of their country,; the people' wm totally lay 'a

'fide the ure' of that nee'dld~ .. hot to fayhutt
ful commodity; for the' dl1t9 hence arifing; is 
t.hiefly, if not wholly fpe'nt, to' fuppoit in ic.iie
'nefs, or fomethlilg worfe, i fet of men; many 
:of whom, 'ate not only'needlefs; but noxious 
-to fociety. ., , 
( .'. , 

, BUT to proceed, May no~ th,e late aCt of 
, , 

• 
,the BritiCn co~rt for blocking up th,e harbour 

, 

,of Bofton, bevi~wed in th,e ligh~ of a ju.ll: 
, ffOy;n of hea .. en upon th:: to\','D and country. 
", 

fot' 

, 

, , 



• 

... 
J 

fa:, their exeefs in trade, and amazing exti';s.~, 
. . ' ....... '. '.", 

vaga.nc~ in the confUl1lprion of for,eign com-
m;di~ies:' Thou~h '~ free: ~~a9~ t';l fo/.;ei~~. 
cpuotries, well maIJ::~ed, may p~ ~ ~t"e,at -~
nept, yet it may beifb1fJed, and I?r~y~ ~ rea~ 
damage to the land. Many tbiogs abfol~tdy 

, - . - . . . . 
fqrper60us are imported ;thin~,s wh~~h t~n,dop~ 
1y t9 feed our pride and v2?ity., M~ny thi,ng~ 
are imported, which might be manufaaured 
•••• ' '. ,_ •••• '.' ........ 4. f.' 

among ourrelves~ vaO:ly to our own ~dv~n~ . .. 
qge. ~t i~ greatly to t~~ inter~~ qf anyco\.!~~ 
try to en.courage ~ll kinds of I1!~f,!-a:~re~. 
But we have too generally contracted a dif". 
tafte rei what i~ home-inadl!, and think we muit 

- .. _. ." .... - ._. .' '1. 

eTO abr9ad for food and cloathing. This ,coun~ o . . . I , • • •• . • 

try ha,s been overftocked with foreign goods, 
whereby th'e 'land is dr~in~q (If it'~ mOl1ey~ 
Be[ides~ multitude~ in all parts ~re funni~g in~ 

, 

to trade, ~hich is a real qatpage tQthe com,-
, " 

munity : were they employed in h~ndling th~ 
• • • • • 

plow, (a work many of them are much fit-- .... . . . . 
ter for) and turning the wildernefs in~o i1 

. .. . ~ 

fruitful nelq, they would do more eminent . . ., . 
fervice to their countrY', and, no doubt, tf.) 

, " 

themfelves. However, I am far from thio~-

ii:g that this act of parliament, 'is a righteou~ 
and jufi: act, as fome do. It is an amazing 

ftretch of power,replete with cruelty and op
~m~ffion ; not to b:- rual1eled in the records 

, 

,,<;, 
~'t 
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or any rourt,even the Ottomant and ftands 
~nel!.:!.mpled in all hi£t.ory. " All who ha.v,e 
f~,eQ or hC4rd pi it, fay, ther.e was no fuch deed 
Qon,e \lor feel'l, frtilmtbeday that th~ children 
of Ifr~~l came Up?lJt 9f t\l~ lan\:l9j Egypt, 
tllW> d~is day! Con,Gd~r of it, ta!).e a4,vice, 
:J.Qd {peak your minds." § Says G,!d, ,~Wo 

, ' . 

~fit9 ~h~m that decree: unrighteous decrees, 
apd tba~ write grievoufneCs which they hav~ 

prcfcr~qe~: TQ.turn afid~ th~ needy fro\Jl. 
j!-lclgme:l1t? and ~o tak~ away the rjgn.t frQ!JJ' 
tbepOQr of my people. th~,t widow~ may bo 
tr~ir prey, lind th~t ~l}ey may rob ~~e father· 
lefs." II But what m~y W!! n9~ expeCt: from 4 
p~rliament, which hath re(oJved, it hac/1 jull 
'PQwer, (l,Ulhority lind rig};t to ;mzke laws and 

• 

Jlt1;ut~s to bind 'be cqlqllics, ill AI-I. cafes what. 
foever? In that cafe, w h:ft !=11q g9 tb<; legiOiJ": 
five CQum f)f there proV!!lc~s ~mfw~r f 

Ana EA13I.E to the above refolution. two acb 
have already paifed the houfe of commons, and 
the hou[e of lords~ fU"ndamentally lubvedive 
of our chartered rights, and civil conftjftHion. 
whereby many of our mtl.nicipal infi:itutions an\l 
la~s, which many years ago received the rOY'll 
fanfrion, and whic!l we have long been in th6 

enjoyment of, 'lre repealed, and tl4C govern~ 
mem 

(\ rLi~h 10. I. 2 .. 

, 



ment here rendered- defpotic and arbitrary: 
Whether 'there bills have received 'the king's 

, , 

ronfent or not, is not yet certain. 'We have 
" 

leafon to hope in the mildnefs, te"noernefs":md 
affection of our fovereigri, but in affenting or 

. ' 

not affenting to aCls of the Britifh court, he,' 
, .... . . . , . 

no "doubt, confults his privy"council." 'If thefe 

bilkpan into laws~ whether this people 'wili 
fubmic thereto, or nor, is a qadbori'whicb: 
cannot be detenriiried : But if they: fubmit~"li~ 
berty hire will be at an' end. "we 'boreFour 
right!:,~ property and lives by the -moif preeari .. 

. . . . -. ,., . 
005 tenure. ' .. The governor and council, 

, , 

hereby inftitUtedwith 'powers, with which the 
Britilh conilitutlon has not trufted 'his :majef· 
ty. and his privy-council, have the "means of , 
returning fuch a jury in each p~rticular caufe~" 

as may beft fuit with the gratificai:ion at their 
paffions and interefts. The lives, liberties and 

p.rope~ie~ of the fubject are put into ~ their 
hands without controul; and, the invaluable 

, ' 

right of trial by jury, is'-curned into a fnare 
" 

for the people, who have hitherto lqo~c:d Pp-
" ' 

on it, as their main fecurity againftthe Jicen.-
tioufnefs of power. We fee in this bill the 

fame fcheme of ftrengthening the authority of 
the officers and minifters of frate, at the ex-

, , 

pmce of/he'rights and ljberties of the fieb/cCf, 
" 

V;hich was indicated by the inaufpicious att 
" 

, for 
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for fhu~t~ngup the harbour of Boftonf'.- 'Ie 
~ . 
feems cruel and unjuft to be deprived of oUt 
chart~red rights and privileges; andl0 it feem-

• 

cd to. our forefathers, when the firft charter, .. \. .. . 

WllS inhumanly' murdered. Says Dr. Eliot, U 

". O~r fathers dearly bought the privileges. 
we .enjoy~ It is evident, wh.en they left, their 
native land, they thought their rights as Eng-

, 

li1hmen w,ould follow them wherever they filt 
down, ~~d be .tranlmJtted to their pofterity;: 
a~,d~e hope theirpofterity have done nothing 
t,oJorfeitthem .. It was kindly and juftly faid 
9Y bi£hqp Burnet to a New-England' agent, as 
I find it<delivered before his excellent fon, and - ...... . . . 

t.he gene,ral affembly Qf this province, " that he 
• 

woulq opc;nly frand up for us, and notwith..; 
ftanqingall the obioquy that would be caft 
upon .him for ;it, he would plead our caufe.;.: 
and when our charter fhould come to be con-

.. , 
, 

• 
• 

, 

o • \ _ 

fidetcd 
• , 

~ S.e~ the Lord's protell againl1: this bill,. The~e. 
were twenty in the Iioufe of I,.ords againj1 th!s .~iIl, 
thei~ names will be h~~ded 'down to all'futuregenera. 
lions, ·as! the Patrons 'of liberty and Ametica; and 
friends>to' mankind.' Eleven of thefe .noble;·tords; . 
namely, ,~Uchmond, Portland, Ahilclgdon, . ~ing,. Effing-" 
~arp., Ponfonby, Rockingham, Abergavenny, Leinner, 
Craven, Fitzwilliam, have in a proteft, figned by them, 
{aid ev.ery. fhing which netti be faid againllClll:h a: bill,. 

, -
!hewed the iml'olicy and injufii~e of it. .,) _ • " . . " . . . . 

• 

'. I~ .~e his ~lemon f:rmon. 

, • 



, 
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-iii'tliehoufe' of Ioid~, he wtnllc1 ihe}'~ 
publlcIy declare, dial: then!" was a grellter fa~ 
ci'ednefs in the ch'art'er 6f.~eiv. E~gla'na, t1f.tW 
in thofe of -the corporiitions: in EngliiHI:1 ~ :fcir 
thofe were {jo I y ach:, of' graCe; \vheh~as' thd 
charter ,of New-England' ~~ir a co'rl~W;['~e:' 
tween the' king and die fifft'patentees; wHere';: 
intlleyhad proaiifeu'to enlarge rhekin'g"s' do'" 

, ' 

min-ioris 011 their own chargt's; proVidea- tJiae 
they arid their pofrerify: might enjor fuelr :ih'd 
fuch privileges: A nciriow they hatl perforiii~ 

, ' 

ed theil' part, for the king to deprive their 
pofterity of the privlleges granted to diem:, 
would carry a face ofinjuftice in it." Thus 
that great and good man," 't Says! -anolntr; 
•• The New-England charte .. ; was not corili.: 
dered as an aa of grace, but a compact be~ 
tween the ioverei"gn, ana' tne firft patcntees,'~ . 

• 

, , , 

Our, fathers plead their right' to t~e privi. 
lege of it, in their addrefs to king Charles the 

, . 

fecond ; w~erein they' fay, .. 'It was granted" tQ' . ." . 

them, their' heirs, affigns a-nd, afI'ociates fOt'--
, 

ever; not only the abfolutc: ufe, ';lnd proprie-
ty of the tract of land therein' mentioned,; bue 
alfofull and abfolute power or gover'ning 'all 

• 

. " the:-, ' 
, , 

, . .. , . . 
, 

, t- IilI688,the hO!lfe of' conurtons voted the·"taitf~ii 
. . .~ -

,away the c!l'artets-oftlie' pfantatiiins to be a grievanc~': 

Gov, fIutj:hl!lfliln',sh~, yol. 1. i' 3.590' 
.... .-& •• ' •• 
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.,.~ ~e:~p~~of t?i~ pla~e, by men ,~bOreD fro~ 
• '~mop'~ ,tbe~felves, and according to fuch laws 
~ 'ill _~hey alall from' ti me to ti me' fee meet to 
· .... \ . ,_ .. \ .. 
. ,Ill.~ke ~nd eftabmh, .not being repugnant tQ 
...... , ... 1,1._". . 

~h,~ laf~ o(~ngland, they,paying only, the 
· ,fif~,p ;pph o(the ore. of gold and .filver, that 
, ~a~lb.e fo~rid here, for and in refpeEl: of all du~ 
'-,res, demlmds,exaCtions and Jervice; whatfoe~ 
ye.t • .;' And from a~ apprehehfion,that the po!V~ 
. , 

~r:s given by ~Jie crown to the f<?ur COmmiffio. 
ner~ n tenth~re~.~ere, in effeCl,fubverfive of their . . '. 

rig~t~. and "govern ment they .add "We 
· are ,care~ul'Iy ftudious of all due fubjeCtioll to 

your, majefty, and th at not cnly for wrath,' buc 
• • 

, fo~ confcience fake." "But it is a great un-
happinefs to be reduced to fo hard a cafe, as 
t,o, have. no. other teftimony of our fubjeccon 
and loyalty, offered us hut this, viz. to defl:~Qy 
(;)\~r own being, which nature teacheth us to 
prelerve ; or to yield up our liberties, which 
are far dearer to us than our lives· and which~ . ' 

, had we any fear of being deprived of, we hlJd 
never. wandered from our fathers houfes into 

• • 

thefe ends. of the_ earth . nor laid out our la-
• 

bars and erl:ates therein." t 
, 

, G· • •• • •• -BUT 
• " . , 

- '.' /I For a full' account of there Commiffioners,. and the 
~ . 

: reception they met with in the ·prOvince, feg;I'governor 
, . 'Hutchinfon's hill:. vol. I. from p.'229 tO~~'$D' _ 
• 

. {- iSili' Rev: -Mr. Cook's ~kaion fellnon: 
.~ . - . 

, 



• 
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, ' 

BUT though the}' CQuid th~s, pl~ad" ~~:y 
, pleaded iij vai~; that charter ,vas :vicated. ~s 
thong ifrioc {honger ~leas have beenma~e 
by our friends in both houfes of parlialhe~r, 
and by the people in this country, in f,a~6~ pf 
the [econd chaiter, and againft thofe bills, 

" ~vhich have paff'ed the two h~ares ; but all to 
no purport:: ·if his majeffy h~s giY'~n, Ot.d~es 

: fpeedily give his aff'ent to thofe bills, we ~'~1l 
be deprived of the greateft liberties ~nd pri
vileges granted to us, in our charter, and tnis 

, . , 

province will by means of fueb an alteration 
and change in their form 6fgovernment, na
turally be thrO\vn into a ftate of anarchy and 
confufbn, for fome time. ' . 

THIS province has always had its enemies; 
men who h:?Ve looked upon its privileges, a~ 
a p~cy richly worrh their feizing. Our ene~ 
mies have generally been men born and bro't 

up amO:lg omfelves, wbq have been under 
every tie to guard, fupport and defend the 
:-ights of their native country. With 'ref pea: 
to 'the mearmes which have been lately adopt~ 
ed by the Britifh court, in regard to America 
and this province in particular. they have been 
contrived, promoted, and greatly urged, chief
ly by natives of this 1anel. Some of them are 
gone to the bar of God, in whofe hands ,we 
3re willing to leave them. All ,who have a-

betted 



• 

" - ). 

bettedthefe meafures we thall mark, and cc the . '. ' ... .. .' " ..... ,'.-

abhorrence and execrations of mankind wili 
'" "-"," -. \" .. ' ..... ~, .... 

cOJ.)fign th;clJl til ~ti 'jnfarno.u.s TmmCirrality J~ t 
I~ it nqt alm~ft uria~countable that any "chit;.· 
dien of this land" ~?uld pr~ve fuch ~6pft~r"s 

. -. ~,.-., 
~'" •.•.• _ .... _, ••. J. . .• " 

aqd prodigIes of wic~eqn~fs, f\lc~ unn"atudl 
• ~ • • • • • •• p-

parrij:ides a~~ ~ffalii~s as to ftO!h_ the vitals of 
their own country.? But what win 'not luft af
t~~ p~wer _ and: ~6minion; or ~oyeof money; 
do ?' It'" is the root..pf all evil~ which whUe' ... . .. , . . 
{9rne coveted after~ they -have err~d from th~ 
faith, imcl pierced thernfe1ves through with 
!pan y forrows. "- . : 

• 

BUT in times of public calamity and dif
trefs, we may be too apt to overlook the firft; 
the moral caufeof the evils wefuffer. Weindeed 

cannot 

-
• t Th~t ./om •. men, men of particular occupation:J 

and employments 1hould formally return thanks .[0 any 
~ . . . . 

one for hi~ good fervices, who has labored ~o depriv~ 
us of our cli:ar~er-right~,and to fu bvert our civil conftitu~ 
tution, may be a~~ounted for. Such may hope for' 
fome trilling promotion,and to build [hemfelves up upon 

the ruins of their country. That the minifiers of 
the church of England Ihould do fl? is not (0 eali!)' 
accounted for, unleCs it proceeds from· the favor~bJ;' 

• • 

.notice .fucl, may have taken of that cht:rch, and a here 
that, if otir civil government is changed, their eccl~

fiafiical conftitutiori may be efi:i.blilhed here. But that 
mininers of the congregational cnabli!h!U~n t fuoule do 

-thu>, is altogether unaccountable r.t [rr/tnt. 
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cannot help taking fome notfce of "die inftr\l'; 
ments of our griefs and forrows', . It .is grant~ . . , . 
ed there is the permiffion, and, perhaps; agen~ . 
cy of heaven in chefe evils, for " !hall there 
be evil in the city, and the Lord hath jibC· 
done it?" Yet they who have been the .vo: 
luntary in{humems, in bringing there troubles: 

. , ' .. 
upon the province, are not the lefs gUIlty • 
" thou couldlt have no power againft me,ex
cept it were given thee from above," faid our 
Saviour to Pilate; yet this did not prove him 
innocent, "in condemning that jUlt One.", 
Divine Providence in fuch events is not to be 
impeached. The moral evils which take place 

• 

in the world, are not to be charged on God. 
~ctning can juftify, or excufe the contrivers 
and promoters of prefent meafures: " Their 
~ui!t is of a [carlet color. and a crimfon die," .. , ' 

Euc be r~e:r crime what it will, it becomes us 
to enqu;re ,:: .. l'at 'We have dOlle to provoke God 
tin.;, to viGe us in his anger, and to chalten 
us tbs i'l his hot difpleafure. It becomesu,> -
t') refleelwith deepdt contrition and penitence 
cf heare, on our paft conduct, whereby we 
have offended the majefty of heayen, and 

mer;ted feverelt: puniihmenr. " For the tranf
greffion of the land" there things are ordered, 
vr Fermitted as a righteous chaitifement, de
~ar.ed ~: fOi our profit," to bring us to true 

repentance 
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• • • • • 
,.- .. ~. ~~~ ..... \ ." '."" '.' . -

rep~l1t:!nce and refot~atlOn, When I con..; 
.- .... ;., . .... . . -

fiderthe way anClII?atfn'er of our puni{hment~' 
I:"a~rii' ready co thiilk, ho\v much foever 1- may' 

. . . . ~ I 

differ from fome people, that we have greatly 
abtl[ed thofe very li6erties' an~" piivil~ges.'~ 
which, ifthere ath take place, \vdha11be de- ( 

, . 
prived of ; that we have' abufedgood govern- " 
menr. Mar we not read our firos, in th:e fac~ , 

, 

ofqur 'punilbmenr ?' I would here ii1K, "have' 
noc" lOme people, under th~ notion of ieat 
f0r liberty, tun into'the"mon: exceOi"e liceriti~ 
outn:efs~and been guilty; in one place and an-:' 
other, of the moft lawlefs, unjuft, and tyran: 
fliCal proceedings, fuch as pulling down ana 
deftroyi~g houfes, abu{ing per Ions, 'endanger
ingmens lives, deftroying their properti.: 
breaking windows, d~livetjng prironers ~ut 
of the hands of juftice, ~ and purting ma
ny into great fears. all contrary to the good 
and wholefome laws of this province? Thefe 
things, many of them at lean:, are indeed but 

the natural confequencesof a ftretch of p:>wer 
, 

• 

, In 

, If there be any law of this province, allow, ng 
::reditors to keep debtors in jail, as long :IS they 
pleafc, eVen ~fter it appears th~t they have, nuthior 
wherewith to pay, it is with all deference ,m:! oc

delly ;ilbmitted to our lrgillature, whether fuch a Jarl 

does not contradiCt the Jaws of nature and of Chril: 

tianilY, and if it dJ~~, wh~:h~r it ought not to be r--· 

pealfd ! 
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in ruiers ~nd" princes," they.ar-e the cOll1moij 
- . . . .' ' - .' . .... 

fruit ot gr;evp~s, oppreffi'leand unconftituti4. 
-~ . - . .,'.- ' .... ' 

anal atts of government. There was nothi~ 
•.. ""'H.".l,. 

of this kind. among us,unttl the ever rpem~~-: 
• 

bIe }lamp.-ailco9k pl~e. Solomon ha~l()pg. 
fince, ob(er.~ed\ that." ~ppre$.on r:nak,~h l!-~ifc; 
man m,ad." . But. fuen bwlefs me"fures. ~fe . 

'.~',,~ ..... --, .. ' : • • 

~!?t tolX juftified ; they. ough~ not t~ be coqn~ 
tenanced. or tolerated by ~ any, nor hij.V~. they 
been, by many. They do npt alway~s: an.fwer 
a vallJable purpofe. but evil generally comes: 

. - - -
thereof; they excite a fpiri~ (.>f n:ve?ge,inche. 

fufFerers. and revenge has b~p- purfuefl 11:0(0 

the urmofr, the bitter and revue frui~:>,.,..,qereh 
of we are now reaping. 10 tIlefe times, wh~~ 
the ge.neralc~y has been f~r liberty,' 'ha~e no'li 
. -. .. 

fame perrons in the land, of a querulol.ls, fie., 
- - . ., 

tious apd licentious turn, ilid intP. the dan:-. . . . 

gerQus extreme of deipiCmg all gove~nment~ 
and endeavoured co put down all rule, qrder, 
government and authority, both in ,church 

and frate ? Has not reafonabJc, jufr and :mild 
. . 

government, in lome parts of the land, been 
trz.mpled on and fpurned at, and good rulers 

re\'ii~d, nigbted and fet at nought? Liberty, 
my brethren, is a precious and ineftimable 
jewel, and ,)ught to be l1fed with utmofl: cauti
on and ceEcac),. It may be as much abufed 
as go .. e~llment and power, leading into mea· 

fun's eepalfy ryranni::al and '!pprdlive. The 
people 



, 

, 

'l>¢6pre who refi~an~ counteraCt well conduc..; 
.. ", ... . - ,., 1 • -. . " ." -

ted "Civil adininiftratlo~, and trample upon the 
"goQd 'alrd W}j91ro~el~ws ofthe land;' 1hoOld 
j" - \ •• -~ - ~--,-.,,,,. 

· 'coididei' that they" rdift an ordiha'~ce ofGo1f, 
ilild. they who r~fift than 'fece.~ve to' {h'eMrel~es 

· d~~riatioll."· It'i.s nqt improbable, that fome 
"0<-""'."." ,.,., ."~~" ." 
· penons in the land appear' ratb~r favorers of 
the preCent oppreffive mea[ur~ ofgoverhment, 
be~auJe ~hey h~,"e r.e,9~,~oo much of a faCtious, 

, 

li~L~mio,lls ;\~~l tumultuous fpiric among fome 
, p~~ple. .. 
'. . 

, :. ~yT,:.t~ proce~~; I~ the aCi: for regulating 
the ~,ivil gover~~en~ of this province, it is 
'Propofed 'that to\vns fhould be deprived of [be 

.... • r - . . • . . • •• 

'liberty, which the laws of this province. have 
'glV:e~;tbem, of meeting when they pleafe, and 

/ . - , .' -aCtmg upon whatever 'to them, may feem 
mt:et 'and good. And here it may be aiked, 
Have not fome towns In the land finned great

ly, and highly provoked God, by an abufe of 
tlie:ilberty and power by law given to them? 
H~s no town d0ne things monftrou'fly injuri
'ous and oppteffive? And have not the" cries 
of tlieinjur~d, entered into the ea~ of the 

. Lord of Sabaoth :?" It is poffible th:lt, under 
c~io; of law, and that plea' that all m~ft be 

• • 

bound in all cafes by the' VOte of the majoriry, 
even things mot!: unjuft and \mrighreous, may 
pe rranfaCted. It is very difficult, if not im-

pomble~ 
• 

, 



'" , 

• pallible, to frame laws~ in ft;ch a manner, as. ~Q 
prevent every fpecies of injuftice and iniquity. 

- - . . . ". . 
. Are not towns therefore, which have been 

• • - - . .~,. . . 
guilty of a perverfian of ~heir liberty, injudg.,. 

- ... . .' ~ -
ment, and as a proper punifhment, .. to. be a· 
bridged thereof. Though, I 'grilIir, . it 'looks 
mar.: unreafonable and unjuft, that innoc!!nt 

. places fhould [uffer with the guilty~ . . ... 
• • 

• 

FL"R TnE R. : The manner of returning jury
,men is by the above aCt to be altered, aildche 
privilege granted, by our laws, to towns .tore· 
rurn them, is to be wrefted from them. And 

• 

ha"'e not fome towns finned great1( in the 
fight of God, by trifling, in the rna{\: daring 

manner with this invaluable privilege, which 
has been looked upon as our main fecurity a
pin{\ the licentioufnefs of power. Have not 
fomep12ces returned fuch perfons, to ferve as 

grand jurymen, and jurymen on trials, in moft 
. . . 

inrerelling and importanc cau[es, as neither 
fe::.r God, nor regard man? Perlons, who not 
only have no religion, but are enemies to all 

• 

religion and goodncis ; men who can deiftical-
. - -.-

1y rep reach the excellent, well attefred religi-
• 

on of J efus Chrift, and blafpheme its divine 
• 

Author? Men'" who fear not an oath? Per-
fons who have no regard to religion, to divine 
revelation, will never think themfe1ves bound 

. . 

• 

, t') reg:\rd an oath; they c,~n, .and ?fte.n .do, 
trifle 



~r.ifle with it. Have there been nQ infrances 
\Vhere~n perfoos of this calt, haye been really
picked,. to [,r'Ve a ,turn? Are our lives, our 
intereft, our property more fafe in the hands 
Qf fuch perf oils, than they would be in the 
hands of a jury returned by the fheriff? The 
remedy provided. againlt this evil by the aCt: 
of.the Briti1h court, is as bad as the difeafe ; . . 

for. although it may prevent fome evils, it will 
create more. SOll1e other, b~tter ~nd more 
elfeCl:ual remedy, might be provided by our 
!Own legifiature, and really ought to be ; for 
.this is a " crying iniquity in our higb places.'~ 
, 

FURTHER, gy the above mentioned act~· . , 

tbe liberty of our choofing our own counfe1-
iors is to be taken from us, and put into the' 

. , ' 

,hands of the crown: This, if it takes place~ 
muft ere long, have a vaft influence on out.' 

, . 
liberty, laws and religion. And we may ex· 
pea: that fome alteration will foon he made in 
the form of choofing our own reprefentativcs . 

. When' thefe deareft liberties are threae-
ned, does it not ~comc ihis people, feriouily , . - , 

toalk whether they have noe, by an abu!e .. .. , 

hereof, ~ffended the moft high God? We 
• have all' ~long had great and good men in the 
· two, hoores of aifembly; men of great abili-
• ". . . • - - \ " f.' , 

t!es. fearl?~ G'o~.and ?,a'~mJ~ covewufnefs. BUI;. 

none 
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- ~ ... .. -
none been eleCted to a feaE-:1n either houre:,~ 
who have been enemies:to religion,. peace" 
ordr:r and good government"-? Weare-:in·a· 
moll: pitiful fituation,- ifthere ~'are. not men 
fufficient for all the places of government;' 
who are well qualified therefor ~' men not,on,,
Iy friendly to the rights and·, liberties of this 

, 

peopl~ but men difcerning: in the' times: and 
feafans, and knowing whattheJ' .ought, to ·do.~ 
men of religion and piety, as well as found 
judgment and enlarged knowledge.; EleCtors 
'ought to have a regard to the religiolls:and 
moral charaCters of the meri, whom they.3'p!. 
point to rule over the pe0ple, as well as to 

" 

other necdfary qualifications. The dir~cti. 

on of heaven in this cafe is plain ;." Thou lliait 
. , 

provide out of all the people, able men, foth 
, as fear God, men of truth, hating covet'()uf~ 
nefs ; :l.Od pl.lce fuch over' them." * Men' bf 

• 
another ch:uaCter, men whp will trifle witTi, 
and facrifice, their own molt iin'portant int¢i-. 
efts, will al[o [acrifice theinterefts of oth~~'t1, 
to ferve their own Iinifter views' and p~rp'ofes. 

. ,- .. .' .. , 
. Has that due regard been paid to the .moral . .~. " .. 

anu religiou5 charaCter'df men,. who ha~e 
been appointed to places of civil power arid 
truft, men whore bLlGnefs it is, to fee that i6e . - . . ... 

'. laws of the land are weiI' 'ex~cuted, whic:ll 
· '. . ~~ .. 
· pught to be in all cafes ~. 'Butilot to enlarg,'e~' 
• . • :-;-4 ..... - ....... __ .. '-_.. . 'h~~e 

. -. . ... 
. . .. Exodus IS, Zl.-- . 



have:we,n6t too.' much reafon; from the rpuri:; 
ifhment whic;:h ,i~ threatned, to thin~ .. that we 
have waptp,nly ,trifl~d ,with, an~ fuamefully a~ 

, 

hufedcthefe our inefti~,able liberties and privi-
~eges, thatot1~,flns, in. thefe refpeCts. have ~een 
.very great, anA m()ft provokinlS; ~~ 9,o~ ? .But 
.o~r fins, as a people~ for which: we, now fuff~r 
revere judgments,; (an,d revere. we are threat-
(" ,., ...... " ... . 
~ed with) cannot b~.reckoned up in order.; 

. . J .. . 

:Suffice it to. fay, .that fo man}' and fo great 
'. . 

$ire ~ur imql,lities al.ld tranfgrelTIons, that. we 
I. . I . .. 

h?-v,e ,rea[on to fear, dellruCtion from the AI-
• I· 

,JiDighty will come upon us to the uttermofr. 
'Nothing without timely repentance and a:-
'. . 

rnendment, fo {hiving to recommend ourfelves 
• r .' • . 

'to the di,-:ine Being, can fave us. Says Goq, 
'" At wha~ i~ftant I fuall [peak concernipg a 
· natiol1,and concerning a kingdom, to pluck 
:l.lP, a~d to pull down, and to deftroy it : If 
that riation againft: whom i have pronounced, 

• • • • 

turl1 from their evil, I will repent of the evil 

th.ii) though t to do unto them." t 
-, . . 

HOWEVER faulty and guilry the infhu-
ments and agents in our calamiti'es are, yet 

:conGdering our impieties and fIns, they are 

bm a jufr and righteous pllnifument as com· 
ing from the hands of God, which may be 

• 

· averted by deep humiliarion and hearty con-
~rition' for our off-:nces ; offering, at the f<1me 

, 
• tlme~ .... . ~..... ,.. 

• . I~ "--a. 

• 
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~ili1e, as we pr6fefs tQ do this: day; :ardent 
prayersto~im; wllo is abletQ (ave;comm~~ 
tina our righteous caufe to"hiiti, woo fcj mifr:! 
veIlouay appeared fur ~\irfore-fath~t's'~:tiiei~ 
day, and even for us iii Dur' da~. ,,' FliS'-arm 
is riot ihortdied that it carihbt fave -; his eir 'i~ 
not heaVy' tb'at it !;:anndt ~~iii.'" k Thef ~h~ 
tnake mention qf tQe ~ord, lhoCUldiloikee'p 
filence, and give hi~ riote~; 'till be eft~biiih~ 
and make this land a praire in the ~~hii.~ . ,- .. 
~. For Zion, or the churches.. Jake they Rioul(l' 
not hold their peace, "ndfotJer~tC\leiH's~fa~e 
fhould they not reir, until the J;ighreCiijfriefs 
thereof go forth as brightnefs.. ahd the 'fatv-a, 

. . .' . 
tion thereof as a lamp that burrieth,." j: . I~ ~t 
not altogether unaccountable thadriy per,f~~" 
who ackilOwledge a Providence f~peririt~ng~ 
~ng, goverlling and ordering in 'aU' eve'~ts, 

, 

fhould be found back ward to the duties of . . . ". -
fuch a day 'Of fafting and 'prayer? For how,,:: 
ever we may differ in fentirnenis as to, ;"'li~t' 
are our calamities, this is certai~, th.~ie is ~
bundant occafion for deep ~qmilia,lioJl.~ ac
count of our !ins, an.d the divine judgrtlellts .. ~ ... 
brought on the land therefor, whatever we 

, . 
, 

may think our fins and thof~ judgments be • 
. 
• 

THIS cO,un,try feems to be in a moO: alarm-' 
i~g and cri[i~al fltuation. So dark a day per~ 

, 

hal?S' 
, ~ Ifaiah 62. I, 6, 7. 
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1f.~ps. ~Ndrth,·Amerloa never faw, There If 
£Caree ,one: gleaiir'0.t light breaks tlirough: dlO 
c;lMk'nefs, ,to comfort ollr hearts withal. 104-

, , 

d~ed.we-, '.migh~ • hope that'; 'Ibllf: God who fo 
• 

wpn!:letf-qUy ow,nedand fmiledupon the caure ' 
f~J;wh:ic'hQQt: for~wfathers came ,into this, thek 
bowling wilder-nefs would frill own and finile 
upon it'; ·bue·our iniquities teitify againft uS'~ 
and, we muft b,e fenfible that for our abufe :01 

• 

the Bleffings ofreIigious liberty~ and the g'of. 
~l, ,we, have forfeited them into'the bands of 
God; Our'religious liberties are 'always en:. 
Qingered when the civil areinttttded • ana 
from prefent appearances we ha've all reiifoh 
-tQ fear tbey will fall together, and tnat it wm 
110t be .long before that ecclefiatlical hierarchy 
-will be eftablilhed here (anel pofflbly thatfpi
r.irual tyral1ny be derdfed) :frO'm whidi our 
fore-fathers lled. It feems ftrang~, th~t a dee~ 
-con'cern of mind refpeRing this matter, /hotild 
'not be awakened in every frie~c\ ~Q the diItent~ 
ing inte-reft. " 

, 
, . , ..' '. 

, 
, 

, 'VaAT are the leading fprings and mOtiv~s 
of the prefentmeafures of adminitlration,it' is 

.hard to fay. vVe have rear on to fear, at leaft. 
that a delign is forming [0 dethrone his pre-

. . , . 

fent majefty, king George the third, our right-
ful fovereign, and ro introduce the Pretender. 
~Hd with him the popifh religion. Popery is, 

, 

nl? 
-

, 

, 

, 



0'0 doubt; gliining ground in· England.· -.Jy. 
high dignitary of the churCh of Ell gland, as .we 
fuppofe, has declared,-but ·a·few 'years fince'~ 
that" popiih biihops refide:here," (thilt is in 
L011tiol1, or in Englaltd jomeiJJhere) " and-go·-a~ 
·bout to exereife every part ot- their funttion! 
:without olft:nce, and .without 'Obfer.vatiori~'·~ 'f 
." The papifts, ,only in Lonoon,. were by com~ 
putation an hundred thoufand~ .in the'· yea~ 
:I 745, !inee wpich their nuinbers are vaftly in! 
ereafed there, and in ,other 'p,arts ·.of the ·king. 
dom ; the people being, as it is,faid,- pervdt
,ed by popiili, bifuops, priefts, .jefuits', &c. b'y 
hundreds, a,nd thoufands, if not ten thoufands, 
yearly.":j: ,The good laws of Engbnd,.ltap
pears from hente, are dormant and unexecu~ 

· ted,agair.ft papifts; nor would it be any reflec~ 
tion to fay, that, pollibly, fome of this perfwa
fion may be advar.eed to places of high power 
and truft in our nanon. Certain it is, that.his 

• 

.majefty's couocil in Grenada, an American 
iGar.d,::; compof~d partly, if not wholly ·of 
Roman c2.tholicks. There is a popifh biUlOp 
.at, Canada. This, it is faid.,· was ftipufaced, 
,in the lail: treaty of peace between England 

• 

• 

. and 

-:- See the anfwer to Dr. M~yhew's obfen'ations, 
:>rinled in London . • 

; See Dr. ;>,1ayhq-;'s fecond defenc~ of his obfer-: 
• -,Jr"'l"'!.n' " -1 Q, ..... J • 1 • '. ~ • 

•• • 

• 



~na France:·, ,There is a popifu prieft at No~' 
va-Scotia, w.ho.is fupported by England, as I 

• 

ha~"e been informed. Thefe things,. fo tol(ra-, . 
~ed' .an.d courite!1~nced, may .well lead us to. 

feamhau fom~ feeret defigns. are-p},lOnil:lg ;1:: 

gainft the. <f(~wn; 'and prot,efta&t; religiQnin 
England, the .a.bettors whereof may, not i~~ 
probably, ere ldng.boldly fhow lheirJaces, apd 
openly own ·th~ir: ~aure .. Ho,w!!ver ·£ohat b.e;' 
thefe..thil'lgs forc,:PQdeno gopd,to .thecivi\ cOQ: 

• • • 

tlittition, or :eccldiall:ical,;. of Great-Btitain.· 
r.f:he principles and tenets .of papill:s are fuch, 
.as ·thac it is not h'lfe Jor any prote(tant govern-

• 

:mellt to tokrate. them. ,The; pilfl:!n.ting.inter-
ell:: in America willdoul1th:fs iulfer, if popety 
fhould ever overfpread England. We in this 
land have abund~nt..reafon .. ,t.p·fear and :be.;"-

, . 

larmed; and efpecially when ·weco.nfider hew 
barren and unfruitful we have been wh ile , ' 

• 

planted in the Lord's vineyard, and fayore .. d 

with divine manmings and (l,lltivations ; .3nd 
• • 

have; like Caperl1!lum, been: exalted. ·.unto 
· heaven, in point of (pi ritual privileges and au-
· vantages; we have rea Con to fear left the got:' 

pel. kingdom ·fhould be taken from us .. an:d 
given unto a,people., that will bring forth the 
fruits thereof. But God is merciful and gra
cious, and long fuffering to us ward, not will-

· ing that we fhould perifh, but de,firaus that we 
,~.GQme unto repentance, and be faved. The 

• 

, mOllltory 



• 
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j!loriito:-y language.qf di..'itine:iP.wvidcnCelU thA 
pretent.day,.feems rocbe:'~e tihati'admoniIiollf ' 
long· ago· fenHO.we ·church: -oflEph~a'Sr l!i':R~.i 
. thCrorote fr·OfiMvheMMhou.artfallen~ 
and:Jepent:qand->do (he-iirft wOtks::;. or.:elfu;·:)'; 
will·(loJDe . untO-thee qukkly and· win ;removj; 
thy ~andleftitk: -out of his> plaCe,.' except ;~\lou 
fepen~!!. :U·· -.0 that, 'whcmifIJdn lare IOe> judg:
men£!> of laeil.ve'o we -fe-eI·:artEl:-.. feari,L:cijis 
p'eople wouid learn tighte..oufn{!fs::. ~'Rig'ht~ 
«sufners eX{llteth, a ,nation;" . , Says one, whore 

may·vef'y. fitly .. be ufed '-here. .~ .~ould 

-we';fe-e ;people in-genei:al,. humbling 
-under·the::rilighty 'hand of· God, .in the- evils 

• 

·that are-come.upon·us· could;we fee.a gene-
<l'al difpofitiontiMbem, ·to, b~eak.off frotrithclr 
fins by-r-ighteoufnefs, llnd froln. ;their iniqui
'ties by turning to the Lorcl-i:ould. we fee 
,practiC'al·piety .. and. religion, pr.evailing among 
all~ranks ·of men . how; much would the .prof
pea: brighten. up -? God· wouldappeac for us, 
"who is ·the· hope of his people and 1;he.Sa
viour ·thereof in -the day of trouble." And 
'c if God be for US', who can 'be agaiQl1::us '?" 
He·can work deliverance for:·us in a thoufand • 

ways to' us unknown. Then pur peace fit~1l 
he as a river, when our righteoufnefs is as- the 
waves of the fea. Mut:l1al:harmony andaf. 
fe'8:ion £hall be reftored between Gre.at~Br!tain 

- ,.# ..... ~ •.. ... !'!\I'\d .. . . . . ........ " , -
' .... , "II Revelation 2. 5- • 

- -
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$1d and bet~een all orders oEniftt· 
• 

ill them. The b~rdens under. which wegroati 
ihall be reinonQ~ We ibaU no loager befo 
unhappy, a5 to be (ufpeaed of wanting 10,a1t1 
tQ Qur king, or of having the leaft difpofition 
to tefufe a conftiwtidnal fUbjeltion to our pa- . 
relit cblil1tty. The great c\>iis which we now 
.t:.uffer, in confequence of fuc:h groundlefs fuf~ 
pitions, {haIl be removed. We 1h'alllitquiet-" 
ly under our vines arid fig-trees, enjoying the . 
fr!,lie of our fathers unremitting labors; and of 
our own, and have none to make us afraid~ 
We lhall behold our fettlements extendioa' . go 

themfelves into the yet untu1tivated lands. 
,~ The wildernefs 1ball become :1 fTuicful field, 
and the defart 1ball bloffom as the rafe. It Qui 

" 

Jlavigation {ball be freed from its prefetlt em-
barraitmencs; and- trade recovcr Ii 80urilliing 
frafe. Our rights and privileges l1i:dl be ef
tablifhed on a firmer ljafis than ever. Every 
revolving year than add fO'llietning to' the glo
ry and happibefs of America; And tflofe thac 
behold it fhali fee oecalion to fay, .. Happy 
art thou 0 people r Who is 1il~e unto tbee, 
faved·of the Lord r The fhield of thy' help. 
and who is the fword of tbine ex-c~nency.'~ 

• 

cc W FiOSE breaft doth not burd with defirt~ 
to fee his dear native land in.fltch . II frate, the 

. happy reverfe of its prefent one! Who would 
I hoi 
• 

• 

• 
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not be :t=r.b1tious of contribu,ting fomething 
towards it! This we hav.e .aU 'power, :to,QQ. 
Let ;;;3 up, :l:1d be doing, and' the Lerd !hall 
be w:th us." ~ , _ ,,: . , , -

• 
" . "., - - ,. . . ....... . . 

, Taz prefwt abrm:ng utu:ltion,of this. whole 
i.luj t:;,};Jges our J.:r,~tion, a~d' ~t:mands i:~e 
~:1;teJ. exer::'o~s of d-iis peopl~-> in',the methods 
1 ui(;llble in t;;:; li;ht of G6d;'for, our deliver· 
a:1ct. It w:Juld b~ u:plrdoDable in us ,tame· 

, 

1:-' to rL!~:11i: tJ fhvery and c1uins. Freedom 
i, i:',C ;::. of God; he has given us right and 
:-;,2;;:'; :::J a[[ert it, \Ve may reafonably ark 
:l:lJ expeCt bis gracious ailillance, in the rea
{o:1abic ard rig~,eous employment of thore 
me:lns. It woull be, mo~ l1upid and highly 
cirmi"al in us t<l lo-'Jk for ddiYerance, while .. 
we L~ iUI onl:: 311:.:ng divine help. This 

-., Ct' I 
'\'Cl'" - .. ~ .~ e"~" n1'r"C ~, ........ "'-'.... .. v ~':. t-' I. \0.... • • u. ~;,. U nanim!tv ia , 
a~l orce~s a:!:i f2.;1ks of people. is necdIuy at 

, 
tr.e pre:"tilt al.lrming crius, to give weighr, 

• 

terce :'.:-:d f:~cngth to all attempts to fave tl;is 
• 

Lk;:;g b,jd. They who end.eavor an[ully to 

civicie, are atte~pting to dellroy us, and muP:: 
an[wer for all the iiI confequences. "That the 
'p~or1e iliculJ be div;ded, and fome o( them 
difengaged from fuch a callfe as that of their 

::oun:ry's Jreedo::1,. by [mall private piques 
a:::::' prej ud:c:"g ccmentions ; or influenced by 

Ii [tle 
. , 

~ Rc\,. ~1:. Ha\'en's eleClion fermen.· , . 
, -

• 



. . . ~ . ....., . . .' 
little hopes' ana fears :ibOtl t -'Worldly pr0ti1dtidM5 
and intcrells," iliou1dtreat it in: a ritlgar6'rY' 

. . . " . . 
mann'er-; 'is' entireIy :allonifhing ! B'i.it'our' [tlr-

, , 

prize abates, \vheri "ve' connder; howca'pabk 
. ., - . 

human nature is of tdling in f;ne'moll:imme-' 
diate concerns' ~f religion in' reference ,to e·' 

tern ai' life, anden'rbfiing m:fery:; 'Thofe 
irrhumanand barbarous mifci"eams WhO have 
been plotting their cotlntry'sruin ; thofe for~ 

did 'wretches,' who; ~ perferring theif own: pri
vate interef\-, to the f.llvation bf their COLlntrv, 

• 

Can " rejoice, at" her "calamites, will not grJ 

unpunifned" by he.wen, and jufl.ly merit the 
abhorr~nce, detdtation and tot;J.!t;egleiJ of this .. 
fuffering people. 

, 
'. I • 

LAWFUL and juflifiable means of redrefs 
are within our power. "Olher nations lnv~ 

contended in blood for their lib<.:rty, ami luve -
judged the jewel worth the price that was 

paid forir. There colonies are not reduced 
to d~e dreadt'ul neceffity. So dependant is 

Gi :.:ar-Britain :m us for fl1ppJies, that heaven 
feems to have placed in our hands means of an 

effdtlla1, yet peaceable, refil1anct', if we have 
fenfe and integrity to make a proper ute of 
them. A general agreement beewc en r;lefc 

colonies, of non,impurtation ::nJ n0ne:~por· 
cation, ail mgil,!;Eilwlt iliJl~n; tbis pcoj1/r, ]Jot 

faithfuljy 
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• 

would certainly, un~r; 
frovide"ce2 be attended with fuccefs;" Bur; , . 

in all lI,tternpts of this kindswe lhould carefl,l1~, 
Iy endeavor, Qat to diftref~ any fellow c[ea~ 
tUres, uniefs our own felf-defence and the pre~ 
fervation of our country, make it ~ece!rary, 
This is a meafl,lre towards obtaining l1elief1l 

which viola~ 'no law of God or m~. ,.Nq 
•• 

law obliges ~ co go to anot~er country '(9t. 
food Of cloathing. or any thing b~lides, \f 'Vir; 
can do without. If the prefent acts of parli~. 
mem-take pIac~ here (and fubfequent qnes.w~ 
may continually look for) \,?e mufr ~e dri¥ellc,' 
~f nece.ffity, t~ live more wit~in ourfellJ~$"i we:: 
{hall not have the means of procuring Briti~ 
goods, and in that cafe England ~ui\: fink • .. 
ruin and bankrupey to all the trading 'parc' of 
the nation, will be tne confequena~ 1;be great~ . 
eft fouree of national wealth to.G.reac.:Rrirain., 

is her trade to thefe colonies. We~intain 
a far greater nU.mber of people, ill E~gland;. 

• 

~han we do here. Thefe colonies, ~re to Eng:- . 
hnd, as the pillars were to the hO\lfe which 
Sampfol) brake. whereby Ibe holffo filion the 
Lor .• s anJ all the people. If we faU, the whole 
Uriti{h. empire will fall with us j and ppffibly 
that may fall while Wit frand. N0.thing will 
fave tae narion from ruin, if Amecica does • • • 

110,t. Ireland,. groan~ng under Egyptian·lik,e .. 
~ondage~ is {\rc:tching forth her bands, ancl 

• 

calling 
• 

• 



, 

~~Ui.-ng ·t-o \IS f9r ~dp and relief. Wk~t wlit 
• 

b'e the ,iifYe of ,the ~refent commotions. .. ~ . ~ .. . . 

t1.ttPPgl1c:>~t fh~ wh<:>.le Briti(4 ~mpite. it ,i~ 
~ot ~ary .~() f()retel. .Ie w~s long ago pr:~~ 
phe6eQ, by the grca.t Montt;fquicn,1, that 'I 14 
:;lI,hUIll!l{l I;hi!lg-l!hi;\ve an end. sheft~te ~~ . 
are :fp~ii1gQf (England) ,wiU 10(e its 'liber..t 
ay .. will·pel'ilh. Jia ... :e nqt Rom~, 'Sp~n<l~and 
Carthage'perillied ? It 'will peri.1b, whea. the 
1egi1ladve . pC)w.~r . lball be more' cortll pt :thllJ} 
the executive.~· We may fear that this pr-o-., 
phecy is near its 'accomphfhmemr. 

• • 

• • 

. J,JE that as it may. While we are [uffering 
the lofs oj1many valuable !JleAings, we Jhould 
npt forge~l that, of the un merited merciy -of 

• • 

(Jod" we ij;iIl are in the poifeflion of a rich va .. 
flety of ·ine·(timable favors. Let ~s endeavor 
to- make-all fuitable returns of love, gratitud<; 
and:obedience; to that Being, ~. from whom 

• 

cQilleth. --down every good and ·perfea gift. to 

hc£.efor; while~ at the fame time, we are con" 
ftantly looking to God,"y prayer, for ~/le re· 
moval of his judgments,· under which the 
land groaneth, for the 1i\!erting thore evils 
which may be impending, and fDr the be{1:ow-. 
n1eot of every bleffing, " that he would reo 
member us, with the fa\'or he bearethunto his - . 
peopl~, and viIit us with his falvation, that we 
may iee the good of his chofen, that we may -

. .. '. . 
reJoIce 

-
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I 

• 

• • • 

rejoice in the gladnefs of his nation;and·thatl 
we may glory with his inheritanc~." t : Le~ 
us carefully follow the direCtion of the. Pfal.1 
mift. « Fret not thyfelf becau[e ·of evil doers~' 

• 

neilber be thoU: envious· againft the' worker~ 
of iniquity: For they !hall foon· be cut down; 
like the grafs, ·and wither as the-green 'liel'~' 
Trull: in the Lord- and do· good ;'fo fqalhh~tl' 
dwdl in theland, and venly thou .ih;lltpe: fed) 

Delight thylt-If allo in the Lord ~ :and,h~ r~lE 
o-ive thee the ddires of thine hearr •. :: Commf.a o . 

thy way unto· the L')r~ : Trutt alf()~ in Hicni 
and be !hall bring it to pafs. _~nd he fi)aU -- . 

bring fonh 1hy rightioufne& as· the lrglir, iind 
thy judgment as the noon-day> Reffin" tnt: 

. . 

LGrJ, and wait pa·tientlY for Hiu\ : -Fret not 
.-- - . ~ -

thyfdf becaufe of him who profpe'r-etti'in:fiis 
way> becau[e of the man: who .bringeth:wick.; 
ed devices to pafs, Ceafe .from· anger, and 
forfake wrath: Fret notthyfelfin·.anywife 
to do evil. For evil doers !hall-be CUt ;off; 
But thofe that wait upon the Lord they !hall 
inherit the earth. For yei: a li~tle. while, .and 
the wicked !halt not be : Yea, thou {halt. dili
gently confider his place, and it fhail not.: bl!.. 
Bur the meek !hall inherit the earth; ·and 
{haH delight themfelves in the abulldance ·of 
peace." t . , ~ 

• • 
TQ 

• - , 
, -~ .. 

7 Pia!m l,:G. -\' 5- ! Pfalm 37. l' • ·11. 
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To conclude. While ftrl1ggling for deli~ 
verance from arbitrary human power, and for 
civilliberry, let us remember chat we are in 
voluntary aavery under the ufurped dominion 
of lull: over rcafon, and let us exert omfelves 
for deliverance from the bondage of c"rrupti
on, and that we may be vindicated" into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God." We 
rnuft not expeCl: refined happinefs in this pre
fent evil world. Infinite wif"dom fees meet to 

exercife us with various trials in this flate, that 
we may be dif.·ngaged from a too fond pur
fuit of worldly felicity, and b~ excited to reek. 
thofe things which are above. There is a bet
ter country before us, even an. heavenly; be 
this the main objeB: of our defires, purfuir and 
endeavors. Let us manifeft, by all our life 
and converfation, that we are feeking a c:ty 
which is to come, which h,uh fO:.l11dations, 
whore builder and maker is Go:::l. In:. little 
time death will trannate us to a:1othrf worl~. 
and" feeing we look for this, Ict us be dili
Cloent that we may be fOllnd of our JuciIYe in 

'" peace, withoutfpor, and blamelefs;" and then 
we (hall be forever happy in that fiare where 

• 

« the wicked ceafe from troubiing. and we 

!hall no more hear the voice of the oppreiTor." 
There an eternal circle of uninterrupted hap
pinefs, brge as our wifhes, awaits us, to whic:l 

we flJalI, :It length, be ad mitred, of the mercy 
of God, in Chril1 Jell», out' LOid, AM £:i ! 

• 
• 


