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SERMON L

PROVERBS XXVIIIL 2.

S For the Tranfgrefion of a Land, many are
¢ the Princes thereof : But by a Man of
¢ Underfanding and Knowledge the Stats

. 5 thereof foail be prolonged.”

OOD civil government is one of the
G greateft temporal bleflings which any
people are favored with. Without

this we cannot be fafe and fecure in

the poffeflion of any worldly good. Qur vir-
tue and happinefls, our lives and property
would be expofed to innumerable continued
dangers from the unreftrained lufts and pafii-
ons of mankind. One would lie at the mer-
cy of another = and he who found himfelf
poffefled of the greateft {trength and power,

would facrifice all that is dear to others, to his
Qwn
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own will and pleafure. Where there isno law
or government, every one will ¢* do that which
is right in his own eyes,” as #p¢y did when
there was-no king in Hrael.  Goverament, is
as an ¢ hedcre about our perfons, and about
all that we havc on every {ide,” againft the ra-
vages and depredations of lawlefs men, men

who have nothing to govern them, but their
own wilis, paffions and appetites. Says St.

Paul, + “ We know that;the law is good, if
a man ufe it lawfully ; knowing this, that the
Jaw is not made for a righteous man, but for
the lawlefs and dilobedient; for the uncrodly

and-for-finners, for unholy and" profane, for
murderers of fathers- and murderers- of - mb-
thers, for man-flayers; for whoremongers, for
them that defile themfelves with mankiad, for
men-ftealers, for liars, for perjured- perfons,
and 1if there be -any other thing that is contra»
1y te found doltrine.” |

Tue fin and fall of man gave occafion for
civil government in focieties, as a neceflary
curb and reftraint to the corrupt lufts and
vile affe&ions of human kind. Had man ne-
ver [inned he would not have been under the

influence of unruly diforderly lufts and paffi-
ons : he would not have been fo difpofed to

trapfgrefs the eternal and unalterable rules of

equity
+ 1 Tim. 1. 8, g, 10.
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equity: and -truth ; ‘bot would have ¢ lived f{o-..
besly, -righteoufly, and godly in the werld.”

11 was evidently in compaffion to a fallen
degenerate world chat God inftituted and or-
dained civil govérnment, and that he was
himfelf, in a fpecial and peculiar fenfe, the
fupréme magiftrate in 1frael, appointing fu-
bordinate officers and judges, more immedi-

ately to manage the affairs of their ftate, un-
der his direttion and guidance.

‘Tue divine Being has, all along, abiadant-
1y manifefted his approbation of civil govern-
ment. He was indeed angry with his people
of old, for reje&ing him, who was King of
kings, and Lord of lords, from being theic
king, and afking bim to give them a king like
unto the heathen nations round about. This
was a fin in them : and the very thing they
defired, became a {nare and a fcourge unto
them. It had been well forthem, and all
fucceeding nations, had their original form of
government been &ritly adhered to, grate-
fully accepted, and well improved. They
fought a change, and God granted their re-
queft. ‘Since when, e has been pleafed, in
his holy word, very particularly, to point out
the qualifications of ¢ princes” and rulers,
and the duty of the people, to fubmir to their

authority
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authority.and laws, withal intimating that.good

rulers. are a’ blefling, greac - benefadors -to:
mankind. ¢ He that ruleth over men muft

be juft, rulmcr in the fear of God ; and he fhall.
be as the htrht of the morning, when the fon’
rifeth, even a morning without clouds; as the

tender grafs fpnngmg out of the earth by clcar
ﬂimmcr af'ter rain,” € f{ays God.

No pamcular form af government has un-
erring wifdom pointed ‘out, prefcribed and di-
refted unto. But mankind, in their various
d’ifperﬁons through the earth, and diﬁ‘éi‘éﬂt-
nations, are left WhDH y to their liberty to agree
upon their own ‘plan and conftitution, thf:lt‘
particular model of government,and to depute

whom, and as few, or as many, as they fhall
think fit, to rule and govern them, being to

obey and fubmit to them, whom tbey have
thus clothed with authority, * not only for
wrath, but for confcience fake.” The fuppa-
firzion of a divine hereditary richt in fome, to
govern the reft, 1sglaringly abfurd and ground-
lefs. God’s {etting afide Saul and his family,
and bringing David, the fon of Jefle, to be
the king of Ifrael, together with the parable
of Jotham, recorded in the book of God, }
being well weighed and attentively confider-

ed,

§ 2 Sam. 23.- 3. 4. i Judg. q. 7———15
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ed, prove that-fuch right cannot be founded
-on the Bible. - And where can we go to find
and prove_this doltrine of the divine heredita-
ry right of panticular perfons and families
to rule and govern others, if not to the
revelation from heaven. A people may, if
they pleafe, make the kingdom hereditary,
in a particular family, under certain limita-
tions -and reftrictions ; (as is the cafe in Eng-
land) ; and whoever claims a right to the Bri-
tith throne, contrary to fuch eftablifhed rules,
is a daring ufurper, and impudent pretender ;
and this has been the charater of fome of the
ipglorious and tyrannical Stewart family, ever
fince the reign of James the fecond. The
people of England after various ftruggles and
contefts, and having tried many very different
forms of government, at length happily unit-
ed thofe three leading kinds, monarchy, arif-
tocracy and democracy, which compofed thag
excellent civil conftitution, which has been the
glory of Britons, and the envy of foreigners.
Says one, ‘ All power has its foundatioa in
compalt and mutual confent, or elfe it pro-
ceeds from fraud or violence. Where the lat-
ter takes place, the dominion which men
claim is no better than ufurpation ; and they
who by thefe methods raife themielves above
their brethren, are {o far from having a right

to govern, that they ought to be punifbed as
B public
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public difturbers and the. enemies. of :man:
kind. —When government is fourided in-mu-
tual confent, 1t i1s the undoubted fight of the
community to {ay who fhall .govern them ;
and to make what limitations or conditions
they think proper. But whatever form of
civil government men have chofe, .. there are
certain conftitutions which are the bafis and
foundation of the ftate, and which-are obliga-
tory on thofe who govern, as szell.as on thofe
who are governed. Thefe conftitutions are a
fort of fundamental laws, which cannot be
violated without the greateft danger'to a com-
munity.  When either part - attempts to
invade the right of the other, it vfually pro-
duces convulfions, which {fooner or later over-
turn the ftate.” The king of England, at
his coronation, is {worn to defend the rights
of the people, and to govern according to the
eftablithed confttution, the fundamenral laws
and ftatutes of the realm. The Brinfh confti-
tution, in its primitive purity, is the moft per-
fect form of civil government, becaufe it de-
rives and fecures the greatelt good to the whole
nation,which is the end of all civil government>
Finite berhgs can conceive of no other end,
the divine Being could have in view, in the
oraination and appointment of civil govern-
me~-, and {etting fome over their bretbren,
v e good of the people.  Reafon fuggefls
' ' o
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5io- other, nor doés‘révelation fpeak of any bt .
this. « The {criptureiaffuies us that magiftrates-
are appointed ‘of-God to ‘be- his minifters for
good to theipublic. | He did not appoint fuch
an order of ‘meny for the purpofes of enflaving
the: feft, ‘and--involving the ‘world in mifery
and wretchednefs, nor - furely ‘to enrich’ and
agorandize! theifelves and families; at the un-
neceflary dkpence, and grear.damage of the
public,:ias:if -God’ had a paruality for~2ben.
He did.itideed intend; that princes and rulers,
contirmuallyrattending ‘on thisi.very thing,zbe
public géod, antl feeking. the welfare: of the
frate;and thé happinefs of the people, fhould
be ‘Hotiorably maindained, and diflinguithingly
fupported;-as-but-the jult recompence of their
faithful and important fervices. for them: .. It
is an apoftolic injun&ion upon the people.to
{upport their rulers.  * For, for this cavfe pay
-you tribute-alfo ; for they are God’s minilters,
attepding-continually .vpon this very thing.
Render thercfore to all their dues 5 tribute to
whom tribute is due ; cuftom, to whom- cuf-
tom, fear, to whom fear, honor, to whom ho-
nor.” - Where government fubfifts, 1t mult of
neceflity be fupported and maintained. This
will create burdens for the people, but bur-

-dens which they will chearfolly bear, and
‘go through, while they fee] the demgfit of
their - rulers  mild, reafonable; righteous,

juik
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juft and impartial admuniftration. The peo-

ple are bound in juftice and equity to fupport
them, who employ theirtime and talents in
tie public fervice. While {erving the peo-
ple, #5ey ought to be maintained 1t eafe and
honor, according to their rank and ftation,
and the dearees of fervice, by them, done to
the community. They fhould have their
minds freed from all anxiety and:diftrefling.
concern,as to their own and their families fub-
fitence 1n the world. That rulers thould {a-
crifice their own eftates and fortunes in the
fervice of the people, is not juft or reafonable.
Men who ferve others ought to be rewarded
in proportion to the time they {pend, and the
Eencft thence refuliing to them tor whom they
labor. ¢ The laborer is worthy of his hire.”
And]1 {fee not why rulers, and others, who are
wholly devored to public bufinefs, and ipend
all their time, (1f need be) and talents therein,
oucht not to be more than barely fupported,
and maintained in charafter ; why they ought
not to be enabled, in that way, to lay up for
their families and children, in fome proporti-
on, as it might be {uppofed they probably
would, by prudenee, honefty and diligenee in
ary other lawful calling. Parfimony in a peo-
ple towards ¢ princes,” and rulers, or the mi-
nifters of Chrift, is a great fin, and has a patu-
ral tendency to defeat the defigns of heaven,in

theit
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their appointment fo office.  But with regard-
t6 the fupport due to civil government from:
the gdvc’rﬁed, there is a meafure, beyond
which, taxes impoled on- them, are but exéor-
tion and oppreflion.”  There is nothing
that aftets men niore, than when you touch
théir intereft ; pedple in gereral find 1t hard
to procure-the convéniencies of life ; nothing
will foonér alienate their inds from govern+
mient, than when rulefs fieedlefly deprive them.
of that whi¢h they havé dearly earned, and
wantonly diffipate the public treafures. Ru-
lers ought ever to proceed in this part of their
duty with caution and prudence; that people
may fee the taxes they impofe are not to gra-
tify their pride, their avarice, or any other paf-
fion; not to carry o any private delfigd, <« But
that they are neceffary for the fupport of
covernment and the exigencies of the ftite.”
Rulers thould be men hating covetoufnefs, as
WEH as fearing Gt)d,OlthEl'Wife thEY'WiH- {acriﬁ:b
the rights and property of their fubjells, .and
{fometimes their lives, to gratfy their pride,
ambition and avarice. Naboth loft his life,
through the coverouinefs of Ahab, who fought
his vineyard. \When magiftrates neither fear
God, norregard man, inflead of aiming é_t the
peblic good (which is their main bufinels) they
will ftudy to advance their own priva'te‘ inte-
eft. and that of their heuthold, and do any

thing
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thing to-keep-in office. Sinifter-views govern
and, predominate 3 fuch men-are not to-be
trufted.: Power in their hands is darigerqus_. s
for they will {acrifice-confcience-and fell their.
country-to gratify and pleafure themfelves ;.
or they will do this to - pleale thole-above-
them, on whom they depend. - Such meﬁ-’_afe ‘
eafily bought. Fow far this.has been verifi-
ed of late, in this land, I'leave all to -dct_er’g:jqc
for themielves. Rulegsfeem to be miftaken,
when they aét with a view only to fupport and
preferve their own greamefs and grandeur.
¢« That - the. civil.ruler and. chnﬁxanr miniftes
{hould ;pg;qfs the ,wtalph of the ‘wpgld to
themielves, as they have done iql.,rpan_}g ages
and countrigs, and live in pride and luxury, on
fpmls wolenr.ly exrorted ot ﬂlly drained from
the pcople, is altogether foreign to the delign
of God in 4ctting them up.” That they ought

0 be fupponed 1n eafe and honor, - we may
colle&t from,the {acred oracles.,

As good rulers, God’s minifters for good

“to the pn0ple are entitled to fufficient and
honmable maintenance, fo are they, to every

mark of l‘cmor cftéem ‘and refpect from their
4ub_]e&s ‘;“ I—Iaqor the kmo",“ {ays Si. Peter.
And as_ there are no lawful powers, but who
are. oraalned of God {o St. Paul dlre"cs us
tD I'ﬁ'ﬂdf‘l‘ to [ich thcn‘ dues ;¢ fear to whom

fear,
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fear, honor to whom honor,” is due.. Rulers

and princes are entitled to the moft refpe&ful
treatment from the people over whom. they
are placed. We may not ¢ {peak ewvil of
dignities,” nor ¢ of the ruolers of the people.”
To treat ¢ princes” and rulers with contempt,
indignity, and difrefpeét, is {lighting and con-
temning an ordinance .of God. -

Bur not only are gosd * princes,” and
rulers to be fupported and honored in their
ftations, but fubmitted to and obeyed. Rea-
fon will dire&, and intereft lead, all chearfully
to fubmit to the laws and government of fuch
magiftrates ; and religion moft ftrongly en-
forces the fame duty. St. Paul, fays, ¢ Let
every foul be fubjeét unto the higher powers.
For there 1s no power but of God: The

powers that be,are ordained of God, whofo-
ever therefore refilteth the power, refifteth the

ordinance of God : And they that refift fhall

receive to themfelves damnation. Wherefore
ye muft needs be {ubje&, not only for wrath,
but alfo for confcience fake.” And St. Peter
exhorts, ¢ Submit yourfelves to cvery ordi-
nance of man for the Lord’s fake : Whether
it be to the king as fupreme ; or unto go-
vernors, as unto ghem, that are fent by bim.”
The civil  ruler is the minifter of God for
.vood to the pc0pl.... While rulers purfue the
| end
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end of their appointment to office, feecking
the public good, they are 20 be obeyed and
fubmirted unto. Rulers are men of like paf-
fions with cus{elves; as liable to an undue bias
and influence, and fo to errors and miftakes in -
their condu&, as thewr fubjedls, It becomes
{fubjedts to point out the miftakes which rolers
run into, at any time, in their adnnniftration ;
and when thele are made to appear, 25ey wiil,
if they have the good of fociety at heart, im-
mediately reltify them. We may not refule
fubmiffion to higher powers, becaule of lefler
errors In government. Allowance ought to
be made for rulers as well as others. Itis the
property of the divine Being only.to be inca-
pable of doing wrong. Every wrong ftep in
rulers, may not proceed from 2 {ettled difpo-
fition to .2bufe their power and injure their
fubjects. But when they make ufe of their
power and authority in a manner {ubverfive
of the end of their defignation to office ; when
they encroach on the natural and conflitution-
.al rights of the people ; when they trample
on thole laws, which were made, at once to
limit their power, and defend their {ubjelts ;
in {uch cales the people are’bound not to obey
them, but refift them as public robbers and
the deftroyers of mankind and of human hap-
pinefs. Says the great Mr. Lock in his trea-

rife
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-gife upon government. ¢ Wherefoever 1aw
‘ends, tyranny begins, if the law be tranfgrefl-

ed to another’s harm. And wheever in autho-
rity, exceeds the power given him by law, and
makes ufe of the force he hath under his com-
mand, to compafs that vpon the fubjelt
which the law allows not, ceafes 1o that to be
a magiftrate ; and alting without authority,
may be oppofed as any other man, who in-
vades the right of another.” Aad in thele

cafes the people muft be judge of the good
or ill conduc of their rulers ; to the people

they are accountable. It is the highell pope-

ry to affirm otherwife. ¢ The argument
whereby the Apofte Paul enforces his exhor-
tation of {ubmiffion to rulers, and diffiwades
from refiftance, is, that thefe civil powers are
ordained of God, and ordained by him, minif-
terially to convey bleffings from him to the
people. So long therefore, and {o far as 7befe
civil powers alt agreably tothe defign of their
ordinatton, and do good in their ftations, the
people are obliged to fubjeétion, and refiftance -
‘will be blameable ; but if thefe powers forfake
their proper {phere, thwart God’s defign in
ordaining them, differve the people, and take
meafures which tend to ruin them, the Apof-
tle’s ground of the people’s fubjetion ceafes 3
and, indeed, fubmifiion becomes a fault, and

C ‘ sefiftance



sefiftance a-virtie. If-the people. ought to o-
obey well condu&ting rulers out-of regard-to
the publie good, it nmiuft be as'much their:du-
ty, fill géverned by a regard to the pubhc
good, to oppofe them, when purfuing deftrue-
rive methods. Fo {fuppefe- it belongs to the
Apoftle’s meaning, tharit is a-damnable fin
1o refift civil powers, becaufe-ordained of God,
thouch they act entirely out of chara&er, and
thwart every. kind purpole: God:bad 1n or-
daining theny, is in the clafs-of moft palpable
orating abfurdities. A pretence to ground
juch ideas, as thole of indefealible righe, pal-
{ive obedience, and non-refiftance, on the Bi-
ble, is crimipal—an high abufive {candal te
~ the Chriftian religion, and its divinely infpir-
ed Promulgatoss. M God had. given up man-
kind to the will of opprefiors, not pérmitting
the people, on pain of damnation, to attempt
their own relief, it would- not, indeed, have
exceeded the demerit of a {inful world ; but
would have been difagreable to the general a-
nalogy of kind Providence.” As rulers, how-
ever cinnipotent they may preiend to be, are not
raifed above a poflibility of erring and mifta-
king in the exercife of their power and autho-
rity, fo 1t is not abfurd to fuppofe they may,
in fome cafes enjoin and require things of their
fubjects contrary to the laws of nature, which
are the laws of God, and contrary alfo to

the
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the Chriftian-rekigion ; ifi which cafe-our-duty
i$ -plaim, -« We -muft -obey - ‘God rather than
men.” And; >¢¢-ftand ‘fat in -the “hiberty
wherewith -Chriit hath made wus free, and
be ‘not-entangled -again-with- the yoke of boa-
dage.” - If any-come-in privily to {py out-out
liberty, which ‘we derive from the Author of
nature -and the -Author of our mottholy fairh,
We may not give place to them, by fubjeltion,
f10 not for an-bour ; that the rights of nature
and of conicience, and the truth of the gol-

pel, may continue with us, But-not toen-
Targe -in this way.

His prefent majelty, king George the third,
-has in my opinion, an undoubted right to the
Britifh thrope ; but his right thereto is found-
ed, 1f not wholly, yet princi p'allg.:_', on the.peo-
_ple’s right torefift,and let afide evil and wicked
-rulers, rulers who trample cn-the fundamen-
tal laws of the flate, and invade their {ubjedls
-rights and liberties. Had mocthe people re-
.fifted and removed that unhappy and mif{guid-
ed king, Charles the firft, the nation would
probably, bave been ruined.  King James the
{econd, brother of Charles the {econd, and
Jon of Charles the firft, fo enraged the peeple,
by his infatvated mealures, as that he was
forced to abdicat= the thicne; and flee his
Lingdom. Then William Henry and Mary,

~ prince
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prifice and princefs of Orange, were prochim-
ed king and queen of England, This cvens,
<alled the revolution, took place 1n 1688.
William and Mary dying without ifiue, the
princefs Anna of Denmark, fecond daughter of
king James the fecond, was proclaimed queen.
She died leaving no children, whercupor
George Lewifs, eleCtor of Hanover, fucceed-
ed to the crown of Great-Britian. He was
orandfon of the princels Elizabeth Stewart,
daughter of James the firft, king of England.
He was fuccesded, in the throne of thefe king-
doms, by his fon George the [econd, of illuf-

trious meemory, who was grandfather to George:
the third, the prefent rightful fovereign on the
Britifr throne. Hiftory fliows wus that the
greater part of the kings of England, have
come to the throne, not fo much by right of
inheritance, as by the elefZion of the people,
and the refiftance they have made to them

who were heirs apparent to the crown, or a¢-

tually on the throne. € 1If the people have

<

q ¢ Archigallo, Emerian, Vertigern, Sigibert, kings
of the weft faxons : Beornred and Alured, kirgs of
Northomberland, were all deprived of thetr thrones

for their ev1l government, and fuch who were tho't
more worthy preferred in their flead. King Edwin
being deprived for-his unjult government, the crown

frés



( 21 )

aright to keep out-the next heir to the crown,

becaufe be is a papift, they have equal right
to do fo for any other as weighty caule, and

to fix on the throne fuch a PFINCE as t"lr.. y Mall
think fit.

WHAT has been fatd a‘opve; rt‘fpc&'ing go;
vernment and the great bléﬂ‘nrr it is to focie-
ty, may ferve to introduce what hail fullew,
agreable to the purport of the texr.

Power is too intoxicating, and liable to a-
bufe. As great 3 blefling as government is,

Like

was given to his brother Edgar, who was one of the

rareft princes, that the world had in his time both for
peace and war, juftice, picty and valor.

Of all our kings from the Normar invafion, the
better half came to the crown contrary to the doc-

trine of the diwvine unalienable right. Willlam the
fecond put by his brother Robert, fo did Henry the
firt. Stephen’fet afide, Maud the emprefs. King
John did the fame, by his nephew, Edward the
third, outed his father, Edward tke fecond. Henry
the fourth, obliged Richard the fecond, to abdicate.
Henry the fifth, and Henry the fixth, kept puffeflion
of the throne fréom the houfe of Mortimser, whofe
right 1t was by inheritance. Edward the fourth, re-
moved Henry the fixth. Richard the third, ferved
his nephew, Edward the fifth after the fame rate,
Henry the feventh, would never own his wife’s title,
and o on.” See a treatife, entitled, Vox poguli, wox
Dei, being true maxims of government.
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like all other bleflings, it may become 2
fcourge, a curfe, and fevere punithment toa
people. ¢ For the tranfgreffion of a land,
many are the princes thereof,” f{ays Solomon,
Intimating that to have many princesin -2
kingdom is a juft judgement of God upon a
finful nation. Thefe words may be varioufly
interpreted. *-For the tranfgreflion of a land,
and a general defefion from God, and religi-
on, to idolatry, prophanenefs'and immorality,
many are the pEiﬁGﬂS thereof ; many.at:the
fame_time pretending .to the fovqeigﬁc},v angl
contending for it, by which the people arc
crumbled into parties and fattions, biting and
devouring one another. Or many pririces fiie-
ceffively in a little time, one cutting off another,
or foon cut off by the hand of bﬁd, or of a
foreign enemy.”. -But this- word ¢ prince,”
need -not be underftood in fo limited a fenfe,
as intending the king, or firft magiftrate. ‘It
may moft properly be underftood here, as
meaning _the nobles, counfellors, and officers
in a kingdom and land ; any ruler and officer
among people 3 any who are fet over them 10
rule, order and govern them. And our text
{peaks of ir, as a p*uniihmem: upon a people
and land to have a multitude of princes, or ru-
lers and officers. For the enterraining juft
conceptions of this point, let it be obferved :

‘That
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That as government wa§ ordained of God.for
the “¢ good” of the people, and not for their
deftruétion ; fo.to effeét this moft valuable in-
tended end, it is neceffary, that in-every ftate
there be. as many ¢ princes,” and rulers, of
one fort and. of _another, higher.and lower as
ﬂ:mll be {ufficient ta all the purpofes of good
government ; both for the making and exe-
cuting laws, conducive to the.general felicity,
and.that the benefits.and advantaaes thence re-
fulugo- may be feen and fe]t, in the remotett
pargs.of the empire. In.proportion.to the exs
tent. of a kingdom, muft be its. pumber of
““ princes,” its legiflative and_executive offi-
cers. It is not. poflible. for one, or a-few, to
c‘arryr on the .great end of government, in a
la,rg;: and widely .. extended empire. Govers
norsaqd ofhicers mpft be.fent forth intoall parts
to. make and execute good and .wholefome laws
far the pzm{ﬂmmr of . evil doers, end. for the
e;zcazzmgemem and fecurity of them who do well,
Tlns will create proportionable burdens for
the people : Becaule all ferving the public,
ought by them to be well fupported. But mul-
tiplying of lucrative offices in a kingdom or
ftate, beyond what is really neceflary to pro-
mote, the only and great end of government,
the general good ofthe community, asit mulk
produce great and warm ftruggles for higher
and more profitable pofts among them, and

unavoidably
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unavoidably increafe the burdens of the ped-
ple, fo it may truly be reckoned a fevere pu-
nithment, and heavy judgment upon a land.
innumerable, aimoft, are the evil confequences
which take place in the ftate, from a need!cfs
acdition of “ princes,” rulers and officers in
it, which prove the thing to be a fore {courge
and cu:fc to the land. Bribery and corruption
wiil prevaill ; and an increafe of faxes and dz-
#:e5 on the neceffaries of life, on lands, food
and cloathing, whereby the people are redue-
c=d to {traits and poverty, while thefe Superyu-
meraries e 1n idlenefs, afluence and luxury,
on the labors of the honeft and induftrious,
How noxious to fociety is this { Whethee
Great-Britian and thefe colonies, being a part
of the emyire, are tn that fituation of having
smany more ¢ princes,” rulers and officers
the-2in, than are abfolutely neceflary to ma-
r.-= :he affairs of government, fome will
Soumnify venrare to df&'n‘y. But, {o great is
T onumicer €1 ¢ princes,” that s, placemen
an? nesl2ners in our nation and land, as that
itz {¥'neo iz they receive muft, and will kecP
t-e nzten in debt. An immenfe fum is an.

= S

puzi'e nald in penfions, to perfons who are

¥

&

c:+ ¢of public bufinefs, and /fome to perfons
-~ oifce, over and above their fixed in-
< me, Lhis, together with the weceflary ex-

pEnCes:



25
fe’ﬁc’cs and charges of the ftate, have created
{och a debt in England, as that after all the
means and methods ufed to increale the natie
onal revenue, it can do little more than pay the
mtcrcﬁ of the debt, and the annual exigencies
of cavernment. 3 That perfo:s in high
office, and minifters of God for geed to 2be
public, thould be rewarded for their fervices,is
but jult ; and that they be maintained in ho-
nor and dignity, proportioned to their rank,
and the importance and ufefulnefs of their

offices tothe people, is very reafonable. Butwhy
one who was well rewarded whilc in office and

bufinefs, muft retire therefrom, with apenfion of
{everalthoufandsof pounds,onlyto make room
for another perfon, we, in this remote corner
of the world, fee not. All this burden comes

upon the laboring poor, and by this means

they are {o f’trai{ned, as icarce to be able to
procure for themfelves and families, the necef-
faries of life. The generality of the common
people in England and Ireland, fare much
poorer, than the meaneft fervant, and moft ab-

D jea

1 The interelt of our mational debt amounts to near
apon five millions a year. Ten millions of pounds
- flerling 15 our' prefent annual zational income, and
. Likewi{e our prefent annual narfornal €XpEnce ; includ -

mg what may at times be paid towards the difcharge
* of the deb: and the coft of colleQting.
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ject Qave .in this land., That men:who have
performed fome {ignal exploit, and done fpfpf:-
thing whereby fpecial benefit accrues o the.
frate thould be diftinguithingly rewarded, : g
but reafonatle and juit. Al the wit and craft.
of men has been exercited, and their invention
wracked to find out officés, .pofts and em-
ﬁlo}*mc“ts for them who have been feeking
placcs, that there might De, at lealt, a plauli-

iz pretence for thf:u' receiving large falaries
from the people. It is almoft rnpuﬁib"le to
reckon up the difierent ¢ princes,” rulers and
oficers, in the nation, or to compute their fti-
ends ; the {um thereof is, almoft, beyond ac-
count. New and unheard of officers and ru-
lers have been made of late years, that fo ali

may be provided with places and incomes.

ge R

3

Ferinzr, a large ftanding army, confifta
iz, perhapsaof near an hundred thoufand men
1o all parts of theBrintth dominions, 1s kepr up,
at an amazing expence to the ftate. Some un-

' pay,others under full pay ; the hmh—
have very great wages, while the
ave f anty allowance This ariny is

Y
o

=2, but were the _fcqmrements of civil rulers
;& and realonable, there would be no occali-
cn of having recourfe to the pPOWELS of the
miitary, to enforce obedience, When mea-

furcs
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Tﬁi'ef ar& 16 be cﬁmed and can be carvied; ofrd
ly by force of the foldléry, and the terror of
afms, it is proof abundant that they are uni
l[awful and unconftitationdl. For however
there may be perlons of a fa@ious, licentious
fuini, yet the body of 4 péople are dlrp()féd td
obedience and fubmiffion from a prmf:iplc of
Telf intereft, 1f nothjng elfe. fhey are dlfpo{'ed
to ¢ lead quiet and peaceabfc lives.” When
therc arifés general uneafinefs and omplamt
among a peaplc, 1t 1S a4 certain ﬁrrn things do
not go well in the ffate, and that tbe méafures
Purfmncr aré not juft, right and équal. A
flanding army Lept up, as they afways arre, i
"irdtferie'{'s, in time of peace, are the bane of ré.
Lcrlon virtue and focial felicity, and the nur-
fery of the moft exuberant growfh of all kinde
of wickednefs and debauchery. Thisisa plan
to fright péople Into a compliance with fave.
‘rite mealures, which the abettors are fenfible
fnankin’d will not readily confent unto.  And
ihay it ot be, becaule they are not juft 2 This
15"2 miedfiite unnecéffurily  burdenfome. For
‘“ a conftituticn which casgot fupport its m‘s.;n
weight moft fall 3=it qiult Be {uppofed effen-
tially defeCive in its form or adminiftration.
‘Military aid has ever been deemed dangerous
to a free civil ftate ; and often has been afid
35 2n effettual enziae to {ubvert it,” A péa-

ple

'
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ple sught not to be forced or frighted out of
their rights, liberties and property. When
ﬁandmcr armies are improved, it. may well as
waken the jealoufy of the people, and roufe
their attention to their dearelt worldly in<
terefls. When rulers and princes aét in chae
racter as minifters of God for good to the peo-
ple, and purfue the things which tend to the
welfare and intereft of the {tate, inftead of their

own, the people will ealily perceive it. ¢ Peo.
ple are generally capable of knowing when
they are well ufed. Public happinefs is eafily
felt.  Men cannot but perceive when they en.
jov their rights, and privileges ; when they fet
at quiet under their own vines and fig-trees,
and there is noae to make them afraid ; when
the laws of the land have their courfe, and juf<
tice 1s impartially admisifered ; when no un-
reafonable burdens are laid upon them ; when
thcir rulers are rexdy to hear their complaints,
and to redrefs their wrongs ; when they treact
them with condefcenfion, tendernefs .and af-

feCtion; when they {fympathize with them un-

der their difficuliies, and, like their great

Mafter, are afflicted in all their affli&ions.
such a temper and conduct in rulers are eafi-
iy perceived, without any extraordinary pene-
dration.” €

Bur

7 Dr. Eliot’s eieltion fermong
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. Bur to procegd; We, 1n thts land; have feers
a-nd fele and ftill fee and feel, the evils of 1
ﬁa:»ndtnfr army. pof’ccd among us in time of
peace ; fcnt hither to force or fright this peo-
pke to.comply .with alts of the Britifh-Par-
liament, which are generally looked upon as
uncon&:tutlonal and grievous ; and they will
probably be improved to force this pec:spie, if
poflible, to relinquifh their chartered rights and
liberties, which we hold by the plighted faith
of former prmccs, and the crown,

Brsides,new courts of admiralty have been;
within thefe few years,erected, judges appoint-
ed with -extenflive juri{dittion -and -«¢-great
powcr ~ with large falaries annexed to their
offices, without! *bcmcr ovliged to refide in
their refpetive di ﬁn&s, or perform ahy part
of the fervice ; bit do all by therr deputics,
‘who alfo have good ftipends.  Perfons are i
able to be carried, a grear diftance, for tridl
in thefe courts, and z&ere the party complain-
ing is in a fenfc both judge and jury. Thefe,
together with a new Board of Commiffioners,
and other officers, unknown to our fathers,
compoic that band of “ princes,” by whom
this land is punifiued for its tranfgrefiion.
Nothing need be faid here more than to men-
tion thefe things, UDI-EIS it bc to add & hat the

Beoard
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ﬁom‘a of Commiiffioners,and other officet&ars
maintained in pride, idlerefs and luzury, at 2
vaft and needlefs expence of public treafure

For, admitting it to be reafonable that a ¢
wexue be raifed in Amerlca, 1t might be COI:-
lected without maintaining {uch a multxtudc
of officers, il the colle&ion, as are emponed

and which eats up moft, if not the whole, of
the profit. But enough has been faid to Ihow
when government, mﬂ:ead of being 2 blcﬂin.g,
becomes a fcourge, arnd a’ pumfhment to a
people. lris fo when its rulers or princes ~are

many, and numerous, whereby wnneceflary
burdens are brought upon the people.

1 co on to fay very briefly, That ¢ by a
man of underftanding and knowledgc the ftate
thereof fhall be prolonged.” Religion and
knowledge will prevent or redrefs the grievan-
ces, to which a land may be fubjetted, by 2
mulititude of « princes”’ and rulers. A privy
counfellor, or minifter of {tate, or the princi-
pal rulers 11 a kingdom, 1f they are men of
real religion and enlarged knowledge will ufe
their influence and power to reftrain and fup-
prefs, ¢ the tranigreffion of a land,” and pur-
fue the beft methods for healing the wounds
thereof, that {o the good eftate thereof may
be prolongéd, Tt'is fecarce poflible to cons

cLIvey



Leive,. whatcmment fctvzce one wife man mag
do for a nation in a dlfﬁcult, critical and.
troqblefome _]un&ure. The wife man tells us.
1:3 this chapter, wherewe find the texr, that,
¢ the prince who wanteth underftanding is alf
a great oppre‘_ﬂ'qr : But he that hateth cove-
toufnefs fhall prolong his days.” The love of
meney, and the want of due confideration, are
the caufes of the mal-admmiﬁgat;on of < prin-
ces’ * and rulers. A ruler who is covetous will
peither do juftly, nor lovemercy, but the peo-
ple-under him fhall be bought and fold. Bug
rulers who are ture fearers of God, and haters
of covetoufnefs, {hall prolong their govern-
ment and peace ; they fhall be happy in the
aﬁ‘e&mns of their people, and the bleflings of
their God. Rulers who are wife and good‘
.\1_1.1_11 never opprefs and enflave their fubjeéts, &
they would confult their own intereft, eafe and
fafety. Tyrants and oppreflors who facrifice

every thing to their cavetoulnefs, and ambi~
tion of an abfolute, arbitrary power, generally

{uffer for thqu‘ madncfs and folly, when an

oppreficd and enflaved people are rouzed.
Such rulers often fall a facrifice to the rage of

‘mankind. When .they who rule oyer men,
-are perfons of underftanding and.knowledge,
not only men dlﬁ:ermncr in thc times and {ca- '
fons, knowing what_Iiracl oughg to do, byt

{ men
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men ofreai crocdncfs and t‘ehgwn are "“""‘31:11“;'-\I
saling in- the fear Gf God;” the ftate of that’
people will’ be ‘profp&rous -flourifhing,” “and-
happy :  Such rulers will be'a God:like ‘bleff-

Ing.  Sa)s God by the mouth of his fervant
kmg David; < they fhall ‘be-as the lrght-of '
the morning, when the fun rifcth, evenas 3
shorring -without clouds ; as ibe-tender grafs
fprmgmcr dut-of the earth by clear hining af-
ter rain.” “The: charater and - extenfive be-
'ﬂCﬁCCan of thie faithful ruler, .are here repre~:
fented, who with a God-like ardor employs-—
his authority and mﬂuencc to advance ‘the
common-interelt. The righteous Lord, whofe
tountenance beholdeth’ the upright; will fup-
port and fucceed rulers “of  ‘this chara&er_:-:
And it is an evidence of his favor to'a peo-

ple,” when fuch are apponited 1o rule over
ghem. The natural effet of this, is quietnefs

and peace, as fhowers upon the tender grafs,
~and ‘clear fhining after rain.  In this cafea
Joyal people muft be happy, and fully ft:‘nﬁbI_c
-that they are fo—while they find their perfons in
“fafety—thieir liberties preferved-—their pro-
“perty defénded—and their confidence in their
‘rulers entiré’* The neceflary expences of go-
«vérnment will'be borne with pleafure ; while
Jn{’n:ce holds the balance,and righteoufnefs fows.
“down théir! fireets.  Such civil ftate, accord-

d."‘!

“ 1ng
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ing to the natural courfe of things, muft four--
ifhin peace at- home, and be refpeftable a-
broad—private . virtues will be encouraged,
and vice driven into darknefs——induftry tn the
moft effedtual manner promnoted—arts and
fciences patronized —rthe true fear of God cul-
tivated, and his worthip marntain-d.  Happy
mutft the people Be that is in fuch x cafe—rve
happy is the people whole God is the Lord.” T
¢« By a man of underfltanding and knowledge,
the ftate thereof fhall be prolonged,” Butl
nced not enlarge here, fince fo much was faid
in the beginning of this difcourle, of the great
blefling of good cwvil government. Govern-
ment, as great a blefling as 1t s, fometimes
may become a {courge and pumfhment to a
people. Is not this the cale, at this day, with
our nation and land ?

Our part, my hearers, is to confider what
are the moral caufes of our public calam:-
tics and troubles,” humble ouriclves before
God, and, while his judgments are abroad in
the earth, learn righteoptnefs. ¢ For the
tranfgreflion of a land many are the princes
thereof.”  The conlideration of this matter,
taceth’” with fome obfervations* upon the

E preient

1 Rev. Mr. Cock’s ele&ion fermon.
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prefent ftate of this country, and- diretions:
and advice to the people re{pelting the fame,
will be the bufinefs of the next difcourfe. In.
the mean time, let what has been faid, he.
well weighed and duely confidered by us,
“ And the Lord give us underftanding in:
all things.” |

End of the Firf SER MON,

SERMON



PROVERBS XXVIIL 2.

& For the Tranfgrefion of a Land, many are
““ the Princes theveof : But by a Man of
¢ Underftanding and Knowledge the State
& hereof fhall be prolonged.”

N the morning I expatiated upon the great
blefling of good civill government, and
confidered the grand end and defign of the
inftitution Then obferved that, as great a

bleffing as civil government was, it might
be fo conduéted as to become a curfe, a judg-

ment and punifhmeat to aland : And it 1s {o,

when the ¢ princes,” or rulers ¢ thereof are
many,” many more than are neceffary to pro-
mote and effeCt the great end of government,
the good of the community, and when by be-
ing multiplied in a land, the burdens of the

rsople
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people mult be greatly, needlefsiy and very

unprofitably increaled, and tbey impoverifhed
and ¢nflaved : While men; or rulers of under-
ftanding and knowliedge, rulers of rchglon
and pieiy as well as great difcernment, by
their wile, prud-nt and righteous adminiftra-
tion, will p olong the ftate, the tranguility
and happinels of the land.

BuT as the prefent ftate of the Britifh em-
pire indicates thag civil government 1s muade 2
icourge and pumfhment unto the peogle, io
our part, my hearers, and the proper.bufinets
of this day, 15 to.cnquire and. confider what
are the moral caufes of .this” punifhment, to
humble ovrlelves before God, and while-his

viirments are abroad i the eartn, learn

Tz prelert sudiizde of ¢ princesy” or
ruters in the land, and their enormous,, ot~
ranic  fincdes afier dipone  government
ard ?..r‘ﬁirrarj; DoWeT, our ext te.xcl'}t:s us to
scnlider 33 a 1uft judgment of heaven, and a
rrJ_I‘EfGEJS ranthment upon ‘¢ the land™ (as in-

ed by G for the many prnvol’mw (ins,
:--.:‘::*'! .'.’:-.":r:ﬁ <« rranfgreffions” of the preople.
< Qu: adverfey is 2o be confidered, as the ef- -

»

Ju€t of 2rovidziiizl a2gency or permiflion—as
2 richiecus parzatz! chaliement of heaven,
fop
0F
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for our many provacations ; and a loud .calf -
for univerfal repentance and reformation, acs
cording to the golpel of Chrift.,” - While
the refore, the language of this day’s folemni-
tics {eems to be this, thac with all humility we
confels our {ins to G1d, and ¢ come boldly to
the thrdne of gracz that we may find mercy
to pardon,” and with fulleft confidence are
committing our caufe to the G.d of infinite
‘wudo.n putting up fervent prayers to that
B:ing, who is able to fave 3 we fhould, at the
fame time, confider our mdnpcmablc ubl.ga-
tions, and the neceflity of ¢ adding to” our
*praycrs and fupplications, true and unfcl:rncd
repentance, as ever we would hope to obtain
audience of Him, ¢¢ who loveth righteoufnefs,
and hateth iniquity.”  The plalmift tells us,
that, ¢ if we regard iniguity 'in our hearts,
the Lord will not hear 015.” The voice of
Providence, at {fuch a time ot trouble, and day
of darknefs, {peaketh on this wile, to every
meflenger of the Lord of Hofts ¢ cryv aloud,

and /pare not, lift up thy voice lLke a trum-
pet, and (hew my people their tranfgreflion,
and their fins” ™ This peopie fhould be
raught what is ami{s amonyg them, be * fhew-
ed their evil works, and theirt mﬁrn1._ﬁ"on*f§E
which they H.wc exceeand.” 7 And be earn-

efily

# Ifuiah 53, 1. t Iob 36, g
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eftly prefled and urged to repentance and re-
formation, as the only way to obrain deliver
ance from our prefent -diftrefs, and to caufe:
the divine Being to avert thofe impending
evils and punifhments, which will, othetwife,
fall on wus, until God * fhall make an utter
end of us.”

QOur znceftors, who firft came into ‘this
country, and their immediate pofterity, were
a pious, a holy and a praying people, and God
had a favor for them. But weé, who have
thus remotely defcended from thém have rifen
up in their ftead,  a feed of evil doets, chil-
<ren that are corrupters, we have forfaken the
Lord, we have provoked the holy Ore of If-
rael unto anger,we are gone away backward.”
« Iniquity greatly abounds, and the love of
many wages cold.” Maultitudes are ¢ é€ne-
mies to God and religion, in their minds by
wicked works.” Have we not forfeited all
our blefings into the bands of God ? And are
not rulers made the inftruments, 1n his hands
of depriving us of {fome of them, and thus
puntthing us ? And are not moft of the
evils we now {uffer, the natural and neceffary,
as well as moral, effe@s of our vices 7 And 15
there any realon to hope that we fhall bea
happy pécple, while prideand extravagance,
luxury and intemperance are o prevalent a-

mong;



\

(39 )
morng us ? But further, to ufe the words of
another, which are pecaliarly emphatical; and’
expreflive. ‘- Though greatly dittant, we are’
forrowfully infe€ted with the irreligion and’
vices; which- are predominant in England 3’
and: which reign-there to {uch a degree as that’
we can fcarcely forbear applying fuch lan-
guage as-that in-the Revelation, “.come out
ofcher my people, that ye be.not-partakers of
her. fins, and that ye receive not of hep
plagues : Forler fins have reached unto heg-
ven,and God:hath remembered her iniquities.”
Aqworldly {pirit, is dicovering itfelf;in numers
ous immoral effelts. of: avarice, in- many- in-
ftances.of perferring private temporal interefts
beforethe goed of the:country, and as to fome
in-an-eafy declenfion from the diflenting caufe;
and: coincidence with a.certain more woridly,
and lefs reformed ecclefiaftical eftablithment 3
the immoral practice of gameing with lucrative
purpofes, chiefly among perfons in that which
they call bigh life ; a great negle@ of public
religious ordinances, in almoft all parts of
the land ; amazing profanity, efpecially in
maritime places ; widely prevailing and high-
ly exceflive ufe of {pirituous liquors, together
with a variety of high-ftrained modes of ex-
travagance and luxury, more efpecially 1n our
larger and more wealthy “trading towns.

Things
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Things which appear at fuch 2 day as this -

‘¢ exceeding finful,” abfurd and aggravated,
are in the number of thofe fins wherewith our
times are marked ; while {fome perfons run off
into the wildelt excefles of fentiment, fome
“ concerning faith have made fhipwreck,”
and others are tinctured with the fpirit of
fcepricifm. And fuch irreliglon and vice,
whereby we offend our God, and ¢ the God
of our fathers,” and merit our mifery at his
hands, are, in 2 great meafure, borrowed (with
unaccountable fond embraces) of the very peo-
p'e from whom our fufferings proceed.~~The
refle€tion is fufficiently painful and confound-
ing, without proceeding to obfeive that, per-
fons may poflibly be found, degenerate e-
nough, to {pread vice and wickednefs among
us, from a principle of Balsamiti/b policy, or
to render as an ealier prey, by means-of the

venality, careleflnefs and timidity which are
the natural effects of luxury,”

<« But whatever may be juitly faid of theie
origination, certain it is, that by numerous of-
tences againft God, we merit 2 much deepet
plunge of adverﬁty, than we are now involved
in 5 and we are called upon, by the monitory
lancuage of divine -Providence, to ¢ confider
our wavs, and turn our fret unto his teftimo-
nies, and {o to give glory to the Lord our
{30d,
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&od, befote otr feet ftumble upott the datfe
ynountains 4+ and while we look for _light, he
¢iirn itéinto the fhadow of- death, and maike 1€
tﬂ(ass darkntfs.” +

BUT nor, to enlarge in thls way I will
proceed tQ {how, aareable to what lias already
been hlnted—That many of the evils and
troublcs we now fuffer, are the moral, and. al-
{o the natural and neceﬂ'ary effeéts of our tranf-
grcﬂions and fins ; fo that we may read out

fins, in the way and manner of our pumlh'-
ment.

'errix regard to the’ dury laid upon Tridia
teas, I cannot hélp thinKing, (though fomeé
. poflibly may call this' fuperftition) that it'is 4
juft judgment, and righteous punifhmentupon
this people, for their vile-abufe; and proftitu-
tion of that:article of foreign trade, and I may
add; #eedléfs luxury. ‘To me it appears, that
by means of this article of tea, the people of
this land,have Tun into excefles of wickednefs,
great beyond all account. Many have' fool-
ithly laid out their'money for s4is; who could
fearce procure the néceffariésof life, and for no
other reafoh; but betaufe' it was fafhionable.
find: all orders, ranks and ages of peoPIe have
beeh fo devoted to it, as th‘at théy, many of

¥ - theth
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them at {eaft, ¢ have worfhipped.and ferved

thiE '@:reaturc, mo re than the-Creator, who_ i
bleﬁ'cd forever.,” Is it pcfiible. to-tell how
much time has been fcolifbly ipent,, principal
ly, but not altogether, among them, who are
above the common level of mankind 2 Much
time has been loft, which might have been
more profitably fpent at home in their own
proper bufinefs. Is it poffible to fay how
much atual wickednefs has been committed
by people, (when vifiting one andther for the
fake of tea, chiefly) in idle, vain and ﬁnful
converfation, in freely handling the chara@teérs
of others, {landering and. defaming of them ;
together with a pretence among 'm_any at-{uch
times, to a power of revealing {ecrets, or fore-
*_tel*ling future eveuts, which, in whatever light
we view it, muft be evil. . For-a knowledge
of any future events comesnot from God in
ghat way. If eny perfons have thispower it muft
‘be derived from fome evil fpmt 1f none have
this powerof foretelling future events; pretend-
ing to it, may at leaft be reckoned among that
«« joolifh talking and jefting which” the apoftle
ﬁys,“ are not convenient,” and which by no
means * become women,- profefling godli-
nefs.” Befides,there are many other evils at-
tending this fathion and cuftom of vifiting,
for the fake of drinking tea. It is no fin for

perfons,
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perions, who are ablc, ¢o ufe the produce of
other countries elther for food or cloathing :

It is the excel§ ‘in the ufe hereof, with other
evils accompanying the fame Wthh 1S faulty :
and whether this article has not pretty univer-
fally been ufed to a great degree of faulty and
finful " excefs, is a queftion, I readily {'ubmlt,
for"decifion, to the fobér and. thinking part
of manlAnd. - While 1 fha]l {cdrce mention
the damage done to this’ country,. by the un-
exampled ufc and confumption of India-teas,
in the vaft fums of rn'bn'ey‘ a'n'n'ilall); fent hence
to purchafe'it. Wcre the peoplc in this land
to ufe it as freely as hcretofore’they have done,

the revenue arifing from’ thé duty laid on that
fingle amcle, fmall as it is, no doubt, would

annually amount to feveral hundred thoufand
pounds. * It'is to be hoped that for the good
‘of their country, the peOpTe will totally lay ‘a-
fide the ufe of that needlefs, not to fay hurt-
ful commeodity ; for the duty hence ar:ﬁng, 1S
chiefly, if not wholly fpent, to fupport in idle-
‘nefs, or fomething worfe, a fet of men, many

‘of whom, ‘are not only needlefs, but noxious
-to. {ociety. | I

BuT to proceed, May not the late acl of
the Brm[‘n court for blocking up the harbour

of Bolton, be viewed in thc ha'ht of a juft
fmwn. of heaven upon the town :md country,

*
illr

{arp
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for their excefs in trade, and amazing extras
vagance in the confurnpuon of forelgn com-
modu*cs. Though a free trade to fQI‘Clgtl
countries, well man..crf:d may be 3 great t be-
nefit, yet it may be al»ﬂﬁd and prove 3 real
damage to the land. Many thmﬂ's abfolu;ely
{; arperﬁousarc imported; things wh;ch tend on-
ly to fecd our pndc and vanity. Many thmgs
amang ourfelves va{’cly to our owri 'ac‘ivan-
tage. Ir is greatly to the intereft of any couna
try tO encourage all kmds of ma.nufa&ures
Bu: we havc too generally cantracted a dif-
tafte to what is home-made, and think we muﬂ:
70 abroad for food and cleath.ng ThiS couns
try has been over[‘ocked with farmgn goods,
v.hercby the land is dramed ef it’s money,
Befides, multitudes in all parts gre running in-
to trade, w hich is a real damacrc ta the com-
munity : were they employed in handlmg the
plow, (2 work many of them arc much fit-

ter for) and turning the wxldcrnefs into 2
fruitful field, they would do more eminent

{ervice ta their country, and no doubt, to
themfelves. However, I am far from think-
ing that this act of parliament, 'is a righteous
and jult a&, as fome do. It is an amazing
ftretch of power,replete with cruelty and op-
T‘IE.‘IO"‘ ; not te b= paralleled in the records

H
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of any court, .cven the Ottoman, and ftands
unexampled in zll hiftory. < All who have

feen or beard of it, fay, there was no fuch deed

done nor feen, from the day thar the children
of Ifracl came up out of the land of Egyps,
unto this day : Confider of it, take advice,

and fpeak your minds.” § Says God, * Wo
unto them that decreg unrighteous decrees,
and that write grievoufnefs which they have
?rcfcribed To turn afide the needy from
judgment, and to rake away the right fram
the poQr of my people, that widows may be
their prey, and that they may rob the father-

lefs.”” {  But what may we not expect from 2
parliament, which hath refolved, it hath fuli
power, authority and right to make laws and
ﬁamz‘ﬁ: te bind 1he coloniesy in aLL cafes whate
j&ewr ¢ In _that cafe, whq,t cnd da :hg legiﬁa-,
tive courts of thele proviaces an{wer ?

AGREABLE to the above refolution, two alts

havealready pafled the houfe of commons,and
the houle of lords, fundamentally {ubverfive

of our chartered rights, and civil conftjtution,
whcreby many of our mumcxpalm&nu;mns and
Jaws, which many years ago received the royal
fanftion, and which we have long been in the
enjovment of, are repealed, and the govern-
Mene

3 Juage: 1. 3o, [ Iisiah 10, 1. 2.
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ment here rendered defpotic and arbitrary,
Whether thefe bills have received the king’s
confent or not, is not yet certain. “We have
reafon to hope in the mildnefs, tendernefs and
affe@ion of our fovereigny but in aﬁ'&ntlng or
not affenting to alts of the Britith court he,
no doabt, confults his privy council.” "I thefe
bills pafs into laws, whether this people will

fubmit thereto, or not, is a queﬂ:mﬂ whlch
cannot be détérmined : Butif they fubmit, li-

berty bere will be at an'end, we hold:our
rights,. property and lives by the moft precari-
ous tenure.  “ The governor and council,
hereby inftituted with ‘powers, with which the
Britith conttitution has not trufted his majef-
ty, and his privy-council, have the means of
returning fuch a jury in each particular caufe,-
as may beft fuit with the gratification of their
paffions and interefts. The lives, liberties and
properties of the fubje&t are put into . their
hands without controul ; and the invaluable
right of trial by jury, is'turned into a fnare
for the people, who have hitherto looked up-
on it, as their main fecurity againft the licen-
tioufnefs of power. We fee in this_bill the
fame {cheme of ftrengthening the authority of
the officers and minifiers of ftate, af the ex-
pence of the rights and liberties of the | Jfubjelt,
which was indicated by the inaufpicious att

- for
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for fhutting .up the harbour of Boftoneq ‘It
feems cruel and unjuft to be deprived of our
chartered rights and privileges ; and fo it feem-
ed to our forefathers, when the firt charter
was inhumanly murdered. Says Dr. Eliot, |
¢ Qur fathers dearly bought the privileges
we enjoy. It is evident, when they left theic
pative land, they thought their rights as Eng-
lithmen would follow them wherever they fat
down, and be tranimitted to their pofterity 3
and we hope their pofterity have done nothing
toforfeit.them. It was kindly and juftly faid
by bithop Burnet to a New-England agent, as
I find itdelivered before his excellent fon, and
the general aflembly of this province, ¢ that he
would openly ftand up for us, and notwith-
ftanding all the obloquy that would be caft
upon him forit, he would plead our caufe ;.
and when our charter ihould ccome to be con-

ﬁdetcd

q See the Lord’s proteft ag'am& this bill. There.
were twenty in the houfe of Lords agam_/f this bill,

their names will be handed down to all future genera-
tions, -as' the Patrons of liberty and Ametica, and
friends. to mankind. Eleven Of thefe - noble -Lords, -
ham, Pdﬁfonby. Rockmghz_tm, Abergavenn}', Lemﬁ'er,
Craven, Fitzwilliam, have in a protef, figned by them,
faid every.thing which need be {aid againft fuch a; bl!l .

ﬂlewed the impolicy and injuftice of 1t . Cy

|1 §ze his eleQtion fermon.
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fidered-iii-thie houfe of Iords, he wolld tharé
pﬂbhcly declaré, that there” wad a gréater {4
crediefs in the charter of. wa-Engla“n& thidn
i thofe of the corpotitions-in Engldfid 5 ‘fof
thofe weré only altsof" grace, wheréas: the
charter-of New-Enuldnd wis™ a contralt be-
éween the Ring and the firft patentees; wherds
m they had promifed-ta énlarge the King’s do+
minions on their own charges; provided that
they and their pofterity’ might ebjoy fuchk and
fuch privileges : And riow they had perﬁ)rrﬁ-
ed their part, for che king to deprive their
pofterity of the privileges granted to them),
would carry a face of m_]ui’ncc in it.” Thus
that great and good man.” + Says’ dnothery
““ The New-England charter, was not confi-
dered as an aét of grace, bur a compé& be-
tween the {overeign, and the firft paténteés.”

Our fathers plead their right to the privi
lege of it, in their addrefs to king Cf;arles the
fecond ; wherein they-fay, < It was granted to
them, theic: heirs, affigns and affociates for- -
ever ; not only the abfolute ufe, and proprie-
ty of the'tract of land theretn méntioned. ; but
alfofull and abfolute power of governing all

O " the

.+ If 1693 -the houfe of commons voted the’ ta'kfn'g
‘away the charters’ ofthe plantafiths to be a grievance.

Gov. Hutchinfon’s hift, vol: L. p. 389
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_the people of this place, by men chofen from
"among themfelves, and accordmg to fuch laws

L..n--m-

 as they thall from time to time fee meet to
_make and eﬂ:abl fh, not bemg repugnant te
“the l_aws of hngland they paying only. the
ﬁft[x Part of the ore of gold and filver, that
" fhall be found here, for and inrefpe of all du-
ties, demands exactions and fervice: whatfoe-
ver.” And from an apprehend; ion,that the pow-
ers given by the crown to the four Commifiio-
ners || fent hcre, were, in effeQ, fubverﬁve of their
rights. and ‘government—they add—« We
are carefully fudious of all due fubjection to
your.ma_]e_ﬁy, and that not only for wrath, but
" for ;onfciehce fake.” ¢ Butitis a great un-
happinefs to be reduced to {o hard a cafe, as
to have no other teftimony of our fubjecton
and loyalty oﬁ'ered us but this, viz. to deftroy
our own bclng, which nature teacheth us to
~prelerve ; or to yield up our liberties, which
are far dearer to us than our lives—and which,
. had we any fear of being deprived of, we had
~never wandered from our fathers houfes into
" thefe ends.of the. earth——nor laid out our la-

~ bors and eftates therein.” +
. 6 Bur

1| For a full account of thefe Commiflioners,. and the

reception they met with in the province, feg.2governor
-Hutchinfon’s hift. vol. I. from p.-229 to.250.

+ See’ Rev."Mr. Cook’s ele®ion fernon.

'i

.
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Byt though they could thus plead, they
- pleaded In vain; that charter was vacatcd As
{trong if not ﬂronoer pleas have been rade
by our friends In borh houfes of parllament
and by the people in this country in favo;' of

the fecond charter, and aﬂamﬂ: ‘thofe bllIs,
“which have paffed the two hoafes 5 but all to
no purpofe :—if his majefty has given, or.does
fpeedily give his affent to thofe bills, we ﬂ)}ll
be deprived of the greateft liberties and pri-
vileges granted to us, in our charter, and this
province will by means of fuch an alteration
and change in their form of government, na-
turally be thrown into a ftate of anarchy and
confufion, for fome time.

‘Tris province has always had its enemies,
men who have looked upon its privileges, as
a prey nichly worth their feizing, Our ene-
mies have generally been men born and bro't
up among ourfelves, who have been under
every tie to guard, fupport and defend the
rigats of their native country. With refpe&k
to the meafures which have been lately adopt-
¢d by the Britifh court, in regard to America
and this provines in particular, they have been
contrived, promoted, and greatly urged, chici-
ly by natives of this land, Some of them are
gone to the bar of God, in whofe hands .we
are willing to leave them., All who have a-

betted
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betted thefe meafures we fhall mark, and « the

abhorrence and execrations of mankmd mu
confign thcm to an infamous immortality.” I

Is it not almoft unaccountable that any ¢hil-
dren of this land fhould prove fuch monftérs

and prodlgles of w;ckednefs fuch unnatural:
parricides and affaffins as to ftab thc vxtals of

their own country, ? But what will ‘not luﬂ: af-
ter power and’ dominion, or love of money;

do e 15 tﬁe reotnf all evil, which while

fome coveted after, they have erred from the

faith, and plﬁ‘l‘Cﬁd themfelves through wuh
many forrows.”

Bur in times of public calamity and dif-
erefs, we may be too apt to overlook the firf;
the moral caufeof theevilswefuffer. Weindeed

cannot

+ % That fome men, men of particnlar occupations
and employments fhould formally return thanks to any
ene for hls good fervices, who has Iabored to deprwg
us of our ch:me.r rights,and to fubvert our aiv i1 conftitus
tution, may be accounted for. Such may hope for
fome trifling promotion,and to build them{elves up upon
the ruins of their country., That the minifters of
the church of England fhould do {o, is not {o eally

accounted for, unlefs it proceeds from the favorable
notice Juch may have taken of that church, and a hepe
that, if our civil government is changed, their cccle-
fiaftical conftitution may be eftablifhed here. But that
minifters of the congregational eftablifiment fhould do
thus, is altogether unaccountabie ar prefent.
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cannot help takmcr {ome notice of the inftrus
ments of our CrrleS and forrows. "It is grant~
ed there 1s the permiffion, and, perhaps, agcn-k
cy of hieaven in chefe evils, for < fhall there

be evil in the city, and the Lord hath not
done it #” Yet they who have been the vo-
luntary inftruments,in bringing thefe troubles
upon the province, are not the lefs guilty ;
“ thou couldf{t have no power againft me, ex-
cept it were given thee from above,” faid our
Saviour to Pilate ; yet this did not prove him
innocent, ‘“ 1n condemning that juft One.”
Divine Providence in fuch events is not to be
impeached. The moral evils which take place

in the world, are not 1o be charged on God.
Netning can jultify, or excufe the contrivers
and promoters of prelent meafures: ¢ Their
cuilt 1s of a {carlet color, and 2 crimfon die.”
Bur be their crime what 1t willy it becomes us
1o enquire what we bave done to provoke God
thus to vifit us in his anger, and to chaften
us zbu5 10 his hot difpleafure. It becomesus
to refle€t with deepeft contrition and penitence
cf hearr, on our paft conduét, whereby we
Lave offended the majefty of heaven, and
merited {everelt punifhment. * For the tranf-
crefiion of the land” thefe things are ordered,
or permitted as a righteous chaftifement, de-
Coned ¢ for our profit,” 1o bring us to true

repentance
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repehtﬁncc and’ rcfofmatlon When T con-
fider the way and manner of our pum{hment? |
Iam ready to think, how much foever I-may
differ from fame people, that we have greatly

abufed thofé very liberties  and- privileges,-
which, if thefe alts take place, we fhall be de-*

prived of 4 that we have abufed good govern-
hent. May we not read our fins, in the face
of ‘our punifhment ? I would here afk, have
ot fome people, under the notion of zeal
for liberty, run into the'moft exceffive liceriti~
oufnefs, and been guilty, in one place and an.
other, of the moft lawlefs, unjuft, and tyran-
nical proceedings, fuch as pulling down and
deftroying houfes, abufing perions, endanger-
ing ‘mens lives, deftroying their pmperty,
breaking windows, delivering prifoners out
of the hands of juftice, € and putting ma-
ny into great fears ; all contrary to the good
and wholefome laws of this province ? Thefe
things, many of them at leaft, are indeed but

the natural confequences of a ftretch of power
n

q If there be uny law of this province, allow:ng
creditors to lkeep debtors 1a jail, as long as they
pleafe, even after it appears that they have nothiog
wherewith to pay, it 1s with all deference and mo-
defty .ubmitted to our legiflature, whether fuch a law
does not contradict the laws of natyre and of Chrnif-
tianity, and if it does, whether it ought not to he r-.
pealed !
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in rulers gnd ¢ princes,” they are the common
fruit of gr.evous, 0ppreﬁite and unconﬂ:imu-r.
onal 2&s of government. Therc was norhmg
of this kmdiamong us,unul the ever mg;nqq*a.‘-:‘
ble famp-af% took plage. Solomon has lopg
fince, obferved, that ¢ oppreffion maketh a wife
man mad. > But fuch lawlefs meafures are.
‘notto be }uﬁlﬁed they ought not to be couyn.
tcnanceg? or tolerated by-any, nor havq.;hey
been, by many. They do not always anfwer
a valuadle purpofe, but evil generally comes,
thereof ; they excite a fpirit of revenge in the
{uficrers, and revenge has been purfued unto
the umloft the birter and fevere fruits where-
of we are now reaping. Inlthefe times, Whep
the general cry has begn for llbcrty, ‘have not
{ome perfons in the land, of a querulous fac-
t10US and licentious turn, fhid Into. the dan-
gerous extreme of defpifing all aovernment
and endezvoured to put down all rulc, order,
government and authority, both in church
and ftate ? Has not reafonable, jult and mild
government, in fome parts of the land, been
tfampled on and fpurned ar, and good rulers
reviled, {lighted and {etar nought ¢  Liberty,
my brethren, is a precious and ineftimable
jewel, and ouzht to be vfed with utmoft cauti-
on and delicacy. It may be as much abufed
as government and power, leading into mea-
{ures equally tyrannizal and oppreffive. The
people



p&bpic who refift’and countera&t well conducs
ted civil admxml’crhtmn and trample tpon the
"g"o‘Od and wholfome laws of the land, ‘fhould
‘confider that they “refift an nrdmancé of Godl,
and they who refift fhall receive to themlelves
| damnatlon » It is not: lmprobable, that fomc

lllll

the prefent 0ppreﬁive meafure of goverament,
becaufe they have feen too much of a factious,
licentious and tumultuous fpirit among fome
) pqqplc.

BUT to proceed : In the a&t for regulating
thc plwl government of this province, it is
’propoﬁzd that towns fhould be deprived of the
‘hberty, which the laws of this province have
aivén tbcm, of mEetmg when thcy plcafc, and
a&mg upon whatever to them, may feem
meet and good. And here it may be afked,
Have not fome towns in the land finned great-
ly, afid highly provoked God, by an abufe of
the Tiberty and power by law given to them 2
Has rio town dene things monftroufly injuri-
ous and oppteflive 7 And have not the ¢ cries
of the injuréd, entered into the ears of the

‘Lord of Sabaoth 7 Tt is poﬂ"ble that, under
color of law, and that plea that all muft be
bound in a// cafes by the vate of the niajority,
even things moft unjuft and unrighteous, may
be tranfatted. It is very difficult, if not im-

poflible;
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. pofiible, to frame laws in fuch 2 manner, asta
prevent every {pecies of injuftice and ; 1mqmty
_Are not towns therefore, which have been
guilty of a perverlion of their llberty, in ]udg-
ment, and as a proper pumﬁlment to_ be a-
bridged thereof. Though, 1 grant, it "looks

moft unreafonable and unluﬁ' thar. 1nnoccnt
places fhould {uffer with the guilty.

Fvrtaer : The manner of returning jury-
-men 1s by the above act to be altered, and the
privilege granted, by our laws, to towns to re-
turn them, is to be wrefted from them. And
have not {ome towns finned greatly in the
fight of God, by trifling, in the moft daring
manner with this invaluable privilege, which
has been looked upon as our main fecurity a-
cainit the licentioufnefs of power. Have not
fomeplacss returned fuch perfons, to {erve as
grand jurymen, and jurymen on trials, in moft
interefting and important caufes, as neither
fear God,, nor regard man ? Perfons, who not
only have no religion, but are enemies to all
religion and goodnefs ; men who can deiftical-
ly reproﬂch the excellent, well attefted religi-
on of Je{us Chrift, and blafpheme its divine
Author ? Men ¢ who fear not an oath ? Per-
{ons who have no regard to religion, to divine

revelation, will never think themfelves bound
_ £ regard an oath ; th&y can, and often do,
trifie
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trifle with it. Have there been no inftances
wherein perfons of this caft, have been really
picked,.to ferve a turn ? Are our lives, our
intereft, our property more fafe in the hands
of fuch perfons, than they would be in the
hands of a jury returned by the theriff 7 The
remedy provided againft this evil by the al
of the Britifh court, is as bad as the difeafe ;
for although it may prevent fome evils, it will
create more. Some other, better and more
effeCtual remedy, might be provided by our
own legiflature, and really ought to be ; for
this is a ¢¢ crying iniquity in our bigh places.”

Furtner, By the above mentioned act.
the liberty of our choofing our own counfel-
lors is to be taken from us, and put into the'
‘hands of thecrown : This, if it takes place,
muft ere long, have a vaft influence on our
liberty, laws and religion, And we may ex-
pe&t that fome alteration will {foon be made in
the form of choofing our own reprefentatives.
"When thefe deareft liberties are threat-

ned, does it not become this people, ferioully
“to.afk whether they have not, by an abule

hereof oﬁ'ended the moft hich God ? We
| havc all along nad great and crood men 1n the
two houfes of aflembly ;5 men of great abili-
ties, fearing G‘ocil\and hdtmcr covetoufnefs. But
Ba?c they all bmaf thls charalter ? ¥ave

SH - pone
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fione been eléfted to a featlin either houle;
who have been enemies - to religion, . peacey
order and good government? We raferin-a
moft piaful fituation, if there-are. not men
fufficient for all the places of government;
who are well qualified therefor ;; men not.onx
ly friendly to the rights and - lberrties of this
people, but men difcerning in the times’and
{feafons, and knowing what #5ey ought to-do.;
men of relicion and piety, as well as found
judgment and enlarged knowledge.: Eleétors
ought to have a regard to the religiousrand
moral charatters of the men, whorm they. ap-
point to rule over the people, as well as to
other neceflary qualifications. The direéti-
on of heaven in this cafe is plain ;' Thou fhalc
provide out of all the people, able men, foich
‘as fear God, men of truth, hating covetrouf-
nefs ; and place fuch over them.” * Men of
another charafter, men who wﬂl trifle wuh

and facrifice, their own moft important intér-
efts, will allo facrifice the’interefls of others,
to ferve their own hinifter vzews and purpofé:s,
- Has that due recrard been pald to the moral
and religious charalter ‘of tien, who haVe
been appointed to places of civil power and
truft, men whofe bufinefs it Is, to fee that the
laws of the land are well executed, which

ought to be in all cafes ? 'But 110t to enlargc.‘
IR “have

* Exodus 18. 23, -



)

bave:we-nét too. much reafon; from the "pun3
ithment which is threatned, to think -that we
have wantonly -trifled with, and fhamefully a-
bufed. thefe our ineftimable hiberties and privi-
leges, that our-fins, in. thefe refpeéts have been
very great, and moft provoking to God ? But
our fins, as a pec)ple for which.we now fuffer
fevere _]udﬂmcnts, (an;d feverer we are threat-
ned with) cannot be, reckened up In order

Suffice it to. {ay, that fo many and fo great
are our iniquities and tranfgre{ﬁons, that we
have reafon to fear, deftruction from the Al-
‘mlghty will come upon us to the utrermott.

Nothing without timely repentance and a-
mendment {o ﬁrwmg to recommend ourf{elves
'to the divine Being, can fave us. Says God,
“‘ At what mﬂ:ant I fhall {fpeak concerning a
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck
‘up, and to pull down, and to deftroy 1t : If
that nation againft whom I have pronounced,
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil
that I thought to do unto them.” +

Howzever faulty and guilty the inftru-
ments and agents In our calamities are, yet
‘confidering our impieties and fins, they are
but a juft and righteous punithment as com-
ing from the hands of God, which may be
“averted by deep humiliation and hearty con-
tricion for our offences ; offering, at the fame

time,

-
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titne, a¢ we profefs to do this day; ardent
prayers to' Him; who is ablé ta fave; commiss
ting our r:ghteous caufe to*hlm, who {o ﬁwar-
velluuﬁy appeared for ovir fore-Fithers i’ theit
day, and even for us in our day -« His-a Fiid
is riot fhortened that it canhbt fave 3 his it is
not heavy that it cannot hear.” TheY who
make mention of the Lord, thould not k"e'ep

filence, and give him no reft; till he e&abi:fh
and make this land a pralfe in the carth »
< For Zion, or the churchés fake they fhould
not hold their peace, and for Jerufalem's fake
fhould they not reft, until the rwhteouf"nefs
thereof go forth as brightnefs, ahd the fafva--
tion thereof as a lamp that burneth.” j: IS it
not altogether unaccountable that'any perf
who acknowledge a Providence fuperlntend~
ing, governing and ordeting in all ‘events,
fhould be found backward to the duties of
fuch a day of fafting and prayer ? Eor how-
ever we may differ in fentimietits as to wimt’
are our calamities, this is certam, there is a-
bundant occafion for deep humiliation or ac-
count of our [ins, and the divine judgments
brcught on the land therefor, whatever we
may think our fins and thofe judgments be.

THis cauntry {eems to be in a moft alarm-
ing and critical fituation. So dark a day per-

haps
3 Ifawh 6z. 1, 6, 7.
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Yiaps.:Narth-America never faw: There i§

foarce .one gléairof. light breaks through: thé

darknefs; to coinfort our hearts withal. Ins

éeed wWe ﬁﬁghl: hope that; 24af God who fo

wondetfully owneéd -and {miled upon 75¢ caufe
for which-our fore-fathers came into this, zbek
howling wildernets would ftill ows and fmils
upon it} but-our inmquities tettify againft us,
and- we muft Be fenfible that for our abufe of
the ‘Bl‘eﬁ’ings of religious hiberty, and the gofs
pel, we have forfeired them into the hands 6f
God:. Our religious liberties are always en-
ddngered when the civil are invaded ; and
from prefent appearances we have all reifon
to fear they will fall together, and chat it will
not be long before that eccleiaftical hierarchy
-will be eftablifhed here (and poffibly that fpi-
rirdal tyranny be exercifed) friom which otfr
fore-fathers fled. It feems ftrange, that a deep
concern of mind refpeéting this matter, thould
not be awakened in every friend to the diffent.
mg intereft.’ -

'WHAT. are the leading fprings and motiviés
of the prefent meafures of admintftrarion it is
_hard to fay., 'We have reafon to fear, at leaft,
that a defign is forming to dethrone his pre-
fent ma;e[’cy, kmg George the third, our right-
ful fovereign, and to introduce the Pretender,
and with him the popith religion. Popery is,

| no
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fio doubt, gaining ground in - England. . Al
high dignitary of the church of England, as we
fuppofe, has declared,-bat afew ‘years fince,
that ¢ popifh bifthops refide bere,” (zhat is- in
London, or in England fomeiwbere) < and-go-a-
bout 1o exercife every part of their fun&ion!
without offence, and without obfervation «F
< The papifts, only in London, were by coms
putation an hundred thoufand, .in the" yeat
1745, [ince which their numbers: are vaftly in-
creafed there, and in .other -parts-of the king-
dom ; the people being, as it is-{aid, pervert-
ed by popifh bifhops, priefts, .jefuits, &ec. by
hundreds and thoufands, if not ten thoufands,
yearly.” T - The good laws of England, it ap-
pears from hence, are dormant and unexecu-
ted,againft papifts ; nor would it be any reflec-
tion to fay, that, poffibly, fome of this per{wa-
fion may be advanced to places of high power
atd truft 1in our nz2uion. Certain 1t 1s, that his

.majefty’s council in Grenada, an American

1darnd, 1 compofed partly, if not wholly -of
Roman catholicks.  There is a popith bifhop

at-Canada. This, it is faid, was ftipulated,

an the laft treaty of peace between England

and

= See the anfwer to Dr. Mayhew's obfervations,

orinted 10 London.

A

+ See Dr. Mayhew's fecond defence of his obfcre

vadanome, N, Yi.
. LI S
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¥nd France.... There is 2 poptfh prieft at No=
va-Scotia, who.is fupported by England, as I
have been informed. Thefe things,. fo tolﬁe'ra-
ted ' .and. couritenanced, may well lead us to
fear:chat fome fecret defigns . are -planning. a-
gainft the. crown, and proteftant; religion in
England, the abettors whereof may, not ims-
probably, ere long.boldly fhow theirfaces, and
openly own their; caufe. Haowever that bey
thele things forebode: no goed to the civil con-
ftitution, or .ecclefiaftical, . of Greac-Btitain;‘
fThe principles and tenets of papifts are fuch,
as-that ic'is not {afe for any proteftant govern-
aent ro tolerate. them. The; Ediﬁ}:n‘ti'n‘g,intt’.'r-»
eft:in America will doubtlefs fuffer, if popexy
thould ever overfpread England. We in this
land have abundant. reafon to.fear and-be a-
larmed ; and efpeciilly when -we confider how
-barren and unfruitful we have. been while
planted in the Lord’s vineyard, and favored
with divine manurings and culeivations 3 and
have, like Capernaum, been. exalted, - unto
- heaven, in point of fpiritual privileges and ad-
“vantages ;—we have realon to fear left the got-~
pel kingdom fhould be taken from us, and
given unto a_people, that will bring forth the
fruits thereof. But God is merciful and gra-
cious, and long fuffering to us ward, not will-
.. ing that we fhould perifh, but defirous that we
. come unto repeatance, and be faved. The
t montitory
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-nonitory language of divinePiovidence:at this
prefent day, feems to-be fke! shatadmonitiony
long: ago-fent:to the church of Ephefus: €:Red
member therefore from-whencesthou art fallén;
and: repent,iand-do the-firft works:s. orelfe &
will.come - untothee quickly and- will remove
thy candleftick:.out-of hisplace, except thou
fepent2? |- -O that, whenifudhlare: the judgr
ments of ‘heaven we -feel-.and -~ fear; ! this
people would learn righteoufnefs. - ¢ Rightes
oufnefs exalteth. a nation:” - Says one, whofe
words may-very fily-be ufed there.—*¢.-Could
we-fee people in-geperal; humbling themfelves
wunder the:amighty ‘hand of God, in the evils
'that are-cothé-upor-us—could:we fee.a gene-
al difpofition!in.them, to.break off from their
fins by righteoufnefs, and from. :their iniqui-
ties by turning to the Lord—could . we {ee
practical -piety--and - religion- prevailing among
all-ranks -of men—how:much would the prof-
pect brighten up 2 God .would appear for us,
*“ who is -the hope of his people and the.Sa-
viour -thereof in -the day of trouble.” .And
“ 1f God be for us, who can be againft:us 2”
He can work deliverance for us in a thoufand
ways t0o' us unknown. TFhen our peace fhall
be as a river, when our righteoufnefs is as the
waves of the fea. Mutudlharmony and af-

fe@ion fhall be reftored between Great:Britain

- R - - “-.. i v a - ---?nd
* - - {| Revelation 2. g,
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4nd her colonies, and between all orders of mief
in them. The burdens uader which we groan
fhall be removed. We fhall no lopger be fo
unhappy, as to be fufpefted of wanting loyalty
to our king, or of having the leaft difpofition
to refufe a conflirutional fubje@ion to our pa-
rent countty. The great evils which we now
fuffer, in confequence of fuch groundlefs fuf-
picions, fhall be removed. We fhall fit quiets’
ly under our vines and fig-trees, enjoying the
fruic of our fathers unremitting labors; and of
our own, and have nonec to make us afraid.
We fhall behold our fettlements extending
themfelves into the yet uncultivated lands.
¢t The wildernefs fhall become a fruitful feld,
and the defart fhall bloffom as the rofe.” Our
navigation fhall be freed from its prefent em-
barrafiments ; and- trade recover 4 Bourithing
ftate. Our rights and privileges fhall be ef-
tablithed on a firmer bafis than ever. Bvery
revolving year fhalt add {fomething to the glo-
ry and happinefs of America; And thofe that
behold it fhall fee octafion to fay, ¢ Happy
att thou O people I Who is like unto thee;
faved-of the Lord | The fhield of thy help,
and who is the fword of thine excellency.”

< Wgose brealt doth not burn with. défires
¢to fee his dear native land infuch a ftate, theé
“happy reverfe of its prefent one ! Who would
I not
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aot be ambitcus of contributing {omething
sowards 1t ! This we havé all -power  to.do.
Let us up, and be dong, and-the Leord: fhall
bz with vs.” € L

42 prf:fﬂ talarming ﬁtumon of this whole
s our artention, and demands the
vaited exertions of this pﬂOplt‘ in the methods
;ultiisblein the fizht of God, for,our deliver-
ance. It would pe unpardonable 1o us tame-
7

t5 {uhmit to davery and chains. Freedom
~it of God ;5 he has gwen us right and
15 o 2ffert e, We may reafonabs.y afk
2ad expect his c'*ar:i_ous aflitance, in the rea-
E’Dﬂabl"‘ and I"i c“3US E';nployment Of tbﬁre
means. [t would be moft ftupid and highly
cirminal in us ta look for deliverance, while
we for 1l only atking divine help. This
wouid Ue 1o exped miracles. Unanimity in
: orcers a2d ranks of peeple, 18 neceflary at
toe piewnt aiarming cifis, to give waight,
: ngth to all attempts to {ave t%
iKing land. They who endeavor a..t&..ly to
civide, are attempting to deftroy us, and muft
an{wer for all the iil confequences. ¢ That the
‘peorle ﬁ*culd be divided, and fome of them
difengaged from fuch a coufe as that of theic
:csm:-y’s freedom,, by fmall private piques
~azng prejudicing contentions ; or influenced by
lictle

¢ e, M E.aw.en 3 eieftion {ermon.’
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little hopes and fears about warlz’!y prorﬁottoﬁs’f’
and interefts,” fhiould “treat it in a nu.:ra[m-y
manner; s entirely -:1[’comﬂnnn I Bur-our {ur-

prize abates, when ‘we “confidér; how capahle

human nature is-of tr.ﬂmﬂ- in theé moffimme-
diate concerns ‘of rehgton——-m referpnce to e~

ternal life, and ‘everlafting mifery.” i Thole
inhuman and barbarous mifcreants who have
been.plotting their country’s ruin 3 thofe for-
did wretches, who, perferrlmr [ht‘ll‘ own pr:-
vate intereff, to the falvation of their country,
can * rejoice.at’” her ¢ calamites, will not go
unpunifhed” by heaven, and juftly merit the
abhorrence, deteftation and total negled c}f this

fuffering pcc}pl-.

LA'WFUL and juftifiable means of redrefs
are within our power, ‘ Other nations have

contended in blood for tieir hiberty, and have
judged the jewel worth the price that was
paid for'ir.  Thele cclonies are not reduced
to the dreadtul neceflity. So dependant 1s
G:car-Britain on us for fupplies, that heaven
feems to have placed in our hands means of an
effeftual, yet peaceable, refiltance, if we have
fen{fc and integrity to make a proper ufe of
them. A general agreement betwien toefc
colonies, of non-importation and non-expor-
tation, an engagenent among 1ols people, not
17 ca;ﬂ?ﬁ ¢ Ladiz-teas, er mm% manu]coluies,

farchiuliy
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faithfully obferved, would certainly, under;
Providepce, be attended with fuccefs.” Bug
in all attémpls of this kind,we fhould careful-
ly endeavar, nat to diftrefs any fellow crea-
tures, unlefs our own felf-defence and the preq
fervation of our country, make it neceflary,
This is 2 meafure towards ohtaining relicf,
which wviolates no law of God or man. ;No
law obliges us o go to another country for.
tood or cloathing, or any thing befides, {f wg
can do without. If the prefent acts of parlias.
ment-take place here (and {fubfequent ones wg
may continually look for) we muft be driven,
of neceffity, to live more within ourfelres.; we
(hall not have the means of procuring Britith
goods, and in that cafe England muft fink ;
ruin and bankrupcy to all the trading part of
the nation, will be the confequence, The great- .
eft fource of national wedlth to :Great-Britain,
s ner trade to thefe colonies. We maintain
a‘far greater number of people, in England,
than we do here.  Thefe colonies, are to Engs-
l2nd, as the pillars were to the houfe whick
Sampfon brake, whereby ¢be bou'e fell on the
Lorss and all the people. 1f we fall the whole
Britifh empire will fall with us ; and pefiibly
that may fall while we fland. Nothing will
fave the nation from ruin, 1f America does
not. Ireland, groaning under Egyptian-like -
bondage, 1s {tretching forth her hands, and
| calling
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calling to us for help and relief, FVhat will
be the idffue of the prefent commotions
thronghout ¢he whole Britith empire, it i§
not eafy to foretel. It was leang zg0 pros
phefied, by the great Montelquieu, that ¢ Ag
gll human things have an end, the ftate wg -
are fpeaking of (England) will lofe its liber<
ty, will gerith. Have net Rome, Sparta, and
Carthape pirithed ¢ It will perifh, whena the
Yegiflative ‘power fhall be more corrupt thag
the executive,” ‘We may fear that this pro-
phecy is near its -2ccomplhithment. |

. Be that as it may. While we are fuﬁ'cring
the lofs of tmany valuable bleflings, we fhould
not forget:that, of the unmerited mercy 'Qf
God, we ftill are in the pofleflion of a rich 7~
riety of ineftimable favors. Let us endeavor
ta-make all fuitable returns of love, gratitude
and. obedience, to that Being, ¢ from whom
cometh down every good and perfeét gift,”
herefor 3 while, at the fame time, we are cons
ftantly looking to God,"by prayer, for the re.
moval of his jJudgments,- under which the
land groaneth, for the averting thofe evils
which may be impending, and for the beftow-
ment aof every blefling, “ that he would re-
member us, with the favor he beareth unto his
people, and vific us with his {alvation, that we
imy fee the good of his chofen, that we may

i rejoice
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re_,mce in the ﬂlaﬂn“fs of his nation, and tha®

we may glory with his inheritance.” + et
us carefully follow the dire&ion of the Pfale
mift, * Fret not thylelf becaufe of evil doérs;
neither be thou! envious againft the workers
of iniquity : For they fhall foon-be cut down:
hike the grafs, and wither as t:he'fgrélen*h'eﬁm
Truft in the Lord- and do good y fo thale thog
dwell in the land, and venly thou fhalt be' feds
Delight thylelf alfo in the Lord 4, and he fhalk
cive thee the delires of thine hearr,.:: Commiig
thy way unto the Lord : Truft alforin Hidy
and he fhall bring 1t to pafs, And he fhall
brmcr forth thy righteoulnefs as the ]Ight, and
thy judgment as the noon-day:- Réft in the
Lord, and wait patiently for Him : “Fret not
thyfelf becaufe of him who: profpereth’in:his
way, becaufe of the man: who bringeth:iwick-
ed devices to pafs. Ceafe from anger, and
forfake wrath : Fret not -thyfelf "in. any wife
to do evil, For evil doers fhall be cur:off :
Bot thofe that wait upon the Lord they {hall
inherit the earth.  For yer a lintle while, .and
the wicked fhall not be : Yea, thou fhalc dili:
cently confider his place, and it fhall nocbe.
Bur the meek fhall inherit the earth 5 -and
fhall delight themlielves in the abuadance -of

37 A

Pﬁace. _E_‘ ) " -1 “:-l
1q
%

+ Pfalm 126 4, 3. t Plalm 37. 1~——11.
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To conclude. While ftruggling for deli-
verance from arbitrary human power, and for
civil liberty, let us remember that we arein
voluntary flavery under the ufurped dominion
of Jult over reafon, and let us exert ourfelves
for deliverance frem the bondage of corrupti-
on, and that we may be vindicated ¢ into the
glorious liberty of the children of God.” We
muft not expect refined happinefs in this pre-
{ent cvil world.  Infinite wildom fees meet to
exercife us with various trials in this ftate, that
we may be dif 'ngaged from a too fond pur-
{uit of worldly felicity, and be excited to feek
thofe things which are above. There1s a bet-
ter country before us, even an heavenly ; be
this the main obje& of our defires, purfuit and
endeavors. Let us manifelt, by all our life
and convertfation, that we are feeking a city
which 15 to come, which hath foundations,
whofe builder and maker 1s God. Inz litile
time death will tranflate us to another world,
and ¢ feeing we look for 1his, let us be dili-
gent that we may be found of our Judge in
peace, without{por, and blamelefs ;” and then
we f{hall be forever happy in that fiate where
“ the wicked ceaje from troubiing, and we
{hall no more hear the voice of the oppreffor.”
There an eternal circle of uninterrupted hap-
pinels, large a2s our wifhes, awaits us, to which
we fhall, at length, be admitted, of the mercy
of God, in Chrift Jefus, our Lord. Amey !



