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- Jorwnil ¥ 1y, 10, 17,

Bliw the Trumpet in Zion, fanitify ¢ Faft, calf
a [olesnn Affembly.

Gather the People, fonclify the Congregation s
affemble the Elders, gather the Chbildren, dnd
thofe that fuck the Breafls ; let the Bridegroom
g0 forth of his Chamber, and the Bride out of
ber Clofet.

Let the Priefts, the Mimflers of the Lord, weep

 between the Porch and the Altar, and let then
Jay, Spare thy Pegple, O Lord, and give not
thine Heritage fo reproach, that the Heathen
fhould rule over them : Wherefore fhould they
Jay among the People; Where is their God2

<\HESE Words are a Call from the Pro-
| phet for a Day of general Humiliation by
®  Fafting and Prayery but what was the
Judgment or Calamity on the Account of which it
was to be ordained, the Commentators,- 1 find, are
not agreed.  You thall, however, hear fome of the
Terms wherein the Prophet defcribes 1t, in the
foregoing, and this Chapter. —He begins thus,—s
Hear thisy, all ye old Men, and give ear; all ye In-
babitants of the Land ;5 hath this been in your Days,
cr cven i the Days of your Fathers.—That which
the Palmer-worm has left, hath the Locyfi eatein's
and that which the Locuft baih left, hatr the Ganxer=
£&2 wWer it




L 4 ]
worsm eateny and that which the Canker-worm bath
left, bath the Caterpillar eaten.— A Nationis come 1p
#pon mny Land, [frong, and without Nuwber, whefe
Tecth aie the Teeth of @ Lion, aud be bath the
Chezr-Teeih of a great wa —Hz bath laid sy Vine
walt, aid barPd gy FioTree—The new Wise is
dried up, tne Qil lapguifaeih.—The Harvell of ihe
Field is perifsed—dll the Trees of the Field are <i-
tazr d Gﬁ.f&' vourfelves, ard lopeni, xe Pricfs
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Lord comzth, for it is zizh af Hond:

Dartnefs ind o of Glosinin f g Dav o Cloyds, and of
thick Darkie ﬁ.-—ﬁ oreal People and a firong, thire
bas w9t been €vir ihe like, neiiner frall be aiy more
after ity even to the Jears cf many Generations. A
Fire devoureth before them, and bebind themn a Fleme
burneth : The Land is as the Garden of Eden before
them, and behind then o defolate Wildernefs, and
nothing foall cfeape them.—Like the Noife of Cha-
riots on the Tops of Mouutains, [hall they leap, like
the Noife of a Flame of Fire inai divonreth the
Stubble, as a flrong People [et in Battle Zyiay.
They fball vun like mighty Mein, they [ball clisab the
Wall like Men of War, and they [ball march evciy
one on his Wav, and they [ball not break their
Ranks.—Aud when they foll wpon the Sword, ihey-
fhall not be wounded.—1 have been pretty large,
you fee, in my Extralts from the Context, that you
may better judge what was the Calamity which the
Land groan’d under, at the time Foel prophefied,
and for which he calls upon the Inhabitants thereof
to humble themfelves under the Hand of God. In
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fome Parts, you have the Language of War, with
a Profpect of thofe Mifertes that are ufually caufed
by it. In other Parts, you fee a Defcription of a
Famine and Defolation, caufed by an Irruption of
- Cater-pillars and Locufts, and other noxious Rep-
tiles, ov%r-fpreadhw the Land, and making a per-
felt Riddance of sl the Fruits of it,  'This has di-
vided, (as I faid belorej the Commentators in their
judcn“"" concerning this Calamity, tome appre-
hending it o be 2 rez] Invafion of the Land by 2
hofiils %‘“1:;' of Alvricizs, vica, hisea Swarm of
~ -t
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bz an Inundamon (rl mey 1o io2ek) of real Lo-
+its anA Athow S ,‘.'ﬂ':.,_*.: e L, T R ISR

CL iile c QUOCE TonOIals ougdo u:.:_‘ ﬁl\_\_,l_sj W lca
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hz2a ge"'& carougn tas Land, ek ud it wa i, Like
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clous, ara i‘ tie latter Opin m, t0 m:., that the
Deioiation wiaich had been ciufed by thefe noxious
Creaturas was mﬁj 4Gm'=nt deferibed ] ov the Pro-
phet. And to me, [ own, 1t appaars more realon-
able and natural, as well as more noble, to deferibz
innumerabie Swarms of Lecufis, and other veno-
mous devouring Infects, overipreading a whole
Country, confuming every thing that grows out of
the Earth, and filing every Pl: e with Annoy-
ance, undﬁr the Figure of hoftile Tr00pe, i {uch
Manner as is done chielly 1 the {econd Chapter,
than fo defcribe an Irruption of hoftile Troops OVE’I-' :
running the Land, under the Figure of Cater pil
lars "md Locufts, in {uch Manncr as feems to be
done in the firlt. But, as there is no need, fo I
take not upon me to decide in the Point.

For, to authorize the Application of the Words
of the Prophet to ourfelves, it i1s no way neceffary
to {fuppole a near Refemblance between our pre-
fent Condition, and the particular Calamity the
Jews laboured under, though fome perhaps, which

{oever

s



[6] .
foever of the two before mentioned was their Cafe,
may be imagined. It 1s enough, that we are, #ow,
under the Weight and Preflure of a molft grevous
Judgment, as Fudab, then, was; and if we con-
fider the Dangers and Calamities of our foreig
Wars, how they have devonred our Strength, and
exhaufted our Wealth and Treafure, the fearful
Apprehenfions we are, Day and Night, under of
powerful Invalions from Abroad, and our rebellious
Difturbances at Home, together with the Danger
we are in of loficg our civil Liberties, which we
have hitherto preferved, to the Envy of all our
Neighbouis, as of being bereft of our Holy Re-
formed Rcligion, which we¢ have, now, fome
Ages, rejotced 1n, it can hardly be thought that
our Cafc 15 lefs deplorable than therrs, or that there
is lefs reafon for our fanélifying e Faft, and calling
e folewir Affeinbly, as we have done this Day, jor
gathering ihe Lilders, the Coildren, and thofe that
fuck the Breaft, for the Bridegiooin to go forth of
bis Chanber, and the Bride out of berr Clofet, and
for the Pricfisy the Minifters of the Loid, to weep
between the Povch and the Altar, and to [ay, Spare
thy People, O Lsid, and give not thiine Heritage ts
reproach, that the Heathen [honld vule over thein,
aitd that they fheuld ey ainong the People, Where is
their God ¢

Thus having given you fome View of the Judg-
ment of God upon the Fewsfh Nation, I fhall go
on to confider the Call of the Prophet to them,
contain’d 1n the Text, to humble themlelves before
him, for the averting of it. In domng which, I
fhall not tie myfelf up to the moft ufual Form of
thefe Difcourfes, but fhall only make fome brief
and curfory Defcants upon cach Claule, m the Or-
der it comes, moft of which will give me occafion
to fuggelt to your Minds fuch Confiderations as,

| 1 hope,
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I hope, will promote the Ends of our meeting now
together,

~ This Prophecy of Joel is delver’d, .throughout,
with an unufual Pomp and Magnificencc of Words 3
nor is the Pomp and Magnificence of the Words
lefs in the Text, than in any other Part of the
Prophecy. — Blow, (fays he) the Trumpet in Zion.
— In the Old Teftament-times, one Ule of the
Trumpet was to give Notice of an approaching
Enemy 5 and to this Ufe it is applied by the 'ro-
phet in the firlt Verfe of the Chapter.  Blow (fays
he there) the Trumpet in Zion, and found an A-
larin in my holy Monitain: let all the Inbabitants
of the Land tremble, for the Day of the Lard coin-
eth, for it is nigh at hand. As 1f he had faid, I
aive you notice that God’s Army (for fo, n the
r1th Verfe, the Locufts and Cater-pillars are call-
ed, if that be the Judgment here defcrib’d) 1s dratw-
ing near, that you may prepare to meet it, and to,
{fecure your felves from ir, But there was alfo,
then, another Ufe of the Trumpet, to wit, Con-
vocating folemn Affemblies for any great. Purpofes,
fuch as divine Worlhip ;5 and for this Ulfe, 1t1s
commanded in the Text, We have both thefe
Ufes {poken of in the roth Chapter of Numéers,
where the Lord, having ordered Adofes to caule
two Trumpets to be made, {peaks to him thos :
Wheis the Congiregation is to be gather’d fogether, you
Shall bloww, but you fhall not found en Aloim. bt
if ye go to War in your Land agaiift the Enemy
that opprefleth you, then ye fhall bloww on Alavin with
the Trumpets. So that the Soundmngs, 1t fhould
{feem, whereby Notice was given of their Decamp-
ments, or their Marches apamit their Enemues,
were of a different fort, and ealily diftinguufhed,

irom thofe, by which Affemblies were fummoned :
—But enough of this.—

It



L 8]

It follows, Sanitify a Faft, call a folemn Affein-
bly. " Even Nature {eems to teach the Propriety of
Fafting, under the Preflure or Apprehenfion of
any gricvous Judgment or Calamity 3 and we, ac-
cordingly, read of Heathens, who had Recourfe
to it, on fuch Occafions, as, particularly, the Ni-
nevites, when the Prophet Fomah denounced the
Judgments of God upon their City. It does not
appear, nor s it likely, that they proclaim’d a Faft,
by Advice or Direétion of the Prophet 5 but, 1 all
Probability, having heard much of the wonderful
Works which God had wrought for the Fews,
they were inciined to hearken to a Man of that Na-
tion pretending to come from him; and fo 1t
came to pals, that believing the Miffion and Mef-
fage of the Prophet, and being confcious of all the
Gailt e had charg’d them with, they did, of their
own Motion, proclaiin a Faft, and put on Sackcloth
froiz the greatelt to the leaft of them. And indeed,
as Nature direfts-us to feafting, and a more free
Participation of the good Things of God, upon all
Occafions of extraordinary Joy and Trumph, fo 1t
direfts us no lefs to falting, in Times of great
Danger, or when we are adtually fuffering under
the Hand of God for the Iniquities we have com-
mitted againft him. It is a natural and proper
Expreflion of that Situation of Mind we are {vp-
pofed to be in, when the Senfe of our Sins, and
the Judgments of God, on the Account, of them,
lie heavy upon us. Such a Neglett of our felves.
is natural at all Times of Mourning, Men little
caring for the Body, nor troubling themfelves
about making Provifion for the Klefh, when they
are in Sorrow, and under deep Concetn on any
Account. But when they forrow for their Sins,
and for thofe heavy Calamities which therr Sing

have brought down from Heaven upon their Hcadj,
-' {uch
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fuch an A& of Self-denial is ﬁfoi‘iglb(-ﬂghiﬁ;':aﬁt of
our Vilenefs, and' our Unworthinels to pattake of
the divine Bleflings, and will be alfo, perhaps;
fubfervient to the Prodution of a real Senfe and
Conviction thereof in our own Minds. But if it
does not produce; or is not accompanied with a deep -
Conicioufnefs and Senfe -of our Unworthinefs and
Vilenefs, with an unféeigned Contrition, and Hy-
miliation of our Souls in the Sighit of God; it is
not fafting unto 4im; nor will be, in the leaft; ac-
ceptable to him, L

And from hence; by the Way, we may teach
ourfelves what ought to be our outward Behaviout
and Deportment; in all Times of Fafting; that it
ought to be fuch as agrees; and is not inconfiftent
with a contrite and {forrowful Spirit, And; theie-
fore, asall Places of {octal or civil Coticourfe fhould
then be avoided 5 {o, in every Place, all Behaviour;
Converfation, and Difcourfe, which has the leaft
Tin€ture of Vanity dnd Levity; and does not per-
fectly fuit with a real Compunétion and Affliction
of Soul; thould be avoided alfo. The very Air of
the Countenance fhould bé compofed and {erious;
the Garb plain, arnd without Ornament, Our Sa-
viour, indeed; does give it in Caution, when we
faft, sot to be of a fad Countenince, o to disfigure
the Face, that we may appear unto Men to faft, but
rather, when we faff, to anoint the Head, and to
wafo the Face, that is; appear to Men as we; ordi-
narily, do at other Times. But this is plainly meant
only of private and voluntary Faftings, which de-
vout Perfons fhall think fit to impofe upon thems
felves, for keeping the Body in Subjection; or for
the Increafe and Furtherance of their Devotion; on
fome particular Occafions that may require it, or
when they fhall be difpofed to give themfelves unz

o ity net of fuch publick and national Fafts ag
L 3 what



[ 10 ]
sizhat we are-folempizing this Day. Fafting for the
Ends jult .now mentioned 1, in t the Nature of the
Thing, private and folitary, .what the World is
fuppofed to know nothing of, nor has any Con-
cern to know and therefore. is not to be publifth’d
by a tragical Moumfulnefs of Look, or Sordidnefs
of Drefs or any other Sort of Affettation, which
may feem -purpofely contriv’d to make it known,
and to gain Applaufe for the Strictnefs and Severity
of our Faft. But in all folemn and national Fafts,
the Cafe is different. There we may appear unto
Men to foff, nay, it would be criminal to appear to
Men pot to faft. And, when, upon fuch Occafi:
ons, we do faft, and ufe fome Abflinence, on the
Day of our Faft to exaét all our Labours, or to
find our own Pleafure, to drefs and vifit; to in-
dulge Airs, to Jaugh and be merry, and more ef-
pecially, to make one’s felf merry . (as 1s too com-
monly.done) with one’s own or other’s fafting, and to
turn zbat 1nto a Matter of Raillery and Pleafantnels,
s a mott ridiculous, or rather a fhocking Incongruity.
A Behaviour, quite fuconfiffent with the Power, and
not very ca.:z[ ftent even with the Forin of Godliaes,
Nor are we only to mowrn, when we faft, but
alfo to prav, as the Text planly mntimates,” Faft-
ing and Prayer, as you muft have obierved, go of-
ten together in the holy Writings: -And 1nck=ed
Eafting, without Prayer and Devotion, is but a
bodily Emrciﬁ’, end prafits little, - For ’tis nrrational
to {uppole, that God, who giveth Food fo liberally,
both to Man and Bea{’c fhould have any -Pleafure
in our refraining from it, -unles it were for a Sea-
fon, that we may give ourfelves unto Prayer ; and
that the chaftening .of our Bodies fhould be to him
.an acceptable Service, any farther than as it 1s an
Inftrument of fome great good to our Souls. In it

felf, it 1s of no Value; having no Power and Fit-
nefs
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nels to reconcile God to us, to entitle us t6, Heaver,
or qualify us for it. It can only do ‘#Auz, when
*tis accompanied with: Prayer, and that’ Player has
fuch Effect upon us as it will naturally have, when 1t
is fervent, fincere, and offered up to God' in' Faith,
Private Devotion may fuffice to make any private
Faft acceptable to God, and available to ourfelves.
But, 1 national Fafts and Humiliations, 1t is moft
fic ta perform our Devotions, and to offer up our
Supplications to God, in his holy Houfe, where the
whole People, according ‘to the Dlreﬂlorr of the
Prophet in the Words fol]owmg, are to be gather d ‘
together, zbe Congregation fanitified, the Elders ajf-
[embled, - the Children and thofe that fuck ihe¢ Breaft s
nor may the Bridegroom himfelf be difpenfed. with
frory going forth of his Chasiber, or the Bride out of
ber Clofet, to join in, and to make Palt of the
publick Solemnity.

- Fuft, the Congregation was to be fﬂizé}‘g‘iﬁd that -
i, every Man to cleanfe and purify himfclf from
all legal and ceremonial Pollution, which rendred
him unquahﬁed to approach the San&ualy of God,
The Law had made fo many Sorts of Unclean—
neffes of this kind, that it was very difficult to avoid
falling under fome of them, and therefore'a Matter
of no fimall Care and Czrcumfpe&mn to approach,
in fuch Manner as they ought, the divine Prefence,
And thls was defign’d to l{eep up a profound Reve..
rence for the San&uary, and a holy Fear of the di-
vine Majefty, 1n the Minds of the People.

When they were thus foniified, chey were to
offeinble the Elders, either Perfons in Power, fuch:
as thofe of the Sanhedrim, or the gieat Men of
their feveral Citres, or elfe the older Men, in Con-
tradiftinction to the Children afterwards mientiond.
It certdinly lies upon fuch to go before, and théw
rfcn:;m:l Examples to thofe of the meaner, or ydung-

. B2 B\
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er Sort, on all Occalions; but on thofe melancho.

Iy Occafions, when a whole People are affembling,

t hat fo they may humble themfelves before God Al-

:mlghty, in order to obtain Pardon of their Sins,

and to move him to avert thofe heavy ]udgments
,Whlch thelr Sins and Provocations have deferved,

there'. may be, perhaps, fome Obligations upon
them, that are peculiar, to fhew themfelves exem-
plary in their Humiliation and Repentance. It may
be, and it 1s not unhkel they have moft contri-
buted to fill up. the Meafure of the Nation’s Ini-
qu1t1es, for which the Judgments of God are come
upon 1t, Great Men are apt to be lawlefs and dif-
folute; and the Aged, perhaps, have been provo-
king God, Day after Day, with their unlowful
Deeds, and treafuring up Wrath againft the Day of
W/m‘/:' for many Years. And both the one and
the other, by the Authority and Influence of theix
Examples, have doubtlefs fcandalized, and embold-

ned many to do wickedly, as they have ‘done.
Upon thefe Accounts, it 18 peculiarly 1ncumbent
upon Zhein to take the Lead in thefe mournful Li-
- fanies, an to appear foremoft 1n the common Sup-

phcatlon ana Repentance.

But “be Children and thofe that fuck the Breof
were to be alfo afferbled. And if you thould afk,
what hal thofe little ones done, or what could they
do to turn away the Difpleafure of God from the
Nation, 1t may properly be an{wered, that they
were born 1n Sin, if they had not aétwally com-
mitted any ; ahd though they could not remove the
Judgments of God by “their Cries, and Tears, and
Repentance, they could yet render, by their Pre-
fence, this Solemnity more awful, and more affeét-
ing to others, When the King of Niueveh pro-
claimed a Falt, be publifbed thir ough Nineveh, that
yeither Mau nor Beaft, Herd mor Flock szg/l ony

,{bjﬁg 9
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thing, that they neither feed nor drink Water. "And
if it was not irrational to keep the Beafts of the
Field, on that Occafion, from their Food, and to
make them (as it were) bear a part of the public
Fafting and Humiliation, for the heightning of it,
and making it more awful, 1t could not be unrea-
fonable to aflemble, on this, or any like, Occafion,
the Children and Sucklings, for the fame End and
Purpofe. Befides, the Prefence and Sight of thofe
little ones, over and above adding to the Awful-
nefs of the Solemnity, may have a real Ufe, by
working upon the Minds of their finful Parents,
and exciting in them a true Contrition for their -
Sins, They, perchance, may be fo hardy, as to
defpife, for their own Perfons, all the Calamitics
that are coming upon them ; or they may imagine,
they thall be at reft in their Graves, and very fafe,
before they light upon the Land in their full
Weight, But when they look upon the Children
whom God has given them, for whom, ’tis like,
they have more Tendernefs than for their own felves,
and who, by the Courfe of Nature, may, probably,
furvive zhem many Years, and live to endure all
the Vengeance which the Sins of their Parents have
called down from Heaven, it may {urely be hoped
they will be more deeply affected, and their Hearts
pricked with a much quicker Senfe of their Iniqui-
ties, than they might dtherwife have been. .

And, lattly, the Bridegroom was to go forth of
bis Chamber, and the Bride out of her Clofet, either
come forth from their feparate Apartments, to
which they were {uppofed to have retired, to pre-
pare themielves for the better Performance of their
public Devotions, or elfe, to quit their nuptial
Joys, Feftivities, and Entertainments, that they
might bear their Parts in the general Supplication,
On fuch Occalions as Marriage, ’tis univerfally
held not only lawful, but reafonable and decent to

rejoice,
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rejoice, to indulge mnnocent and inoffenfive Mirth,
by great Tables, atid folemnn Esitertainments. But
what is Jawful and reafonable 10 wfelf 1s not always
expedient. And i fuch tines of Danger, fuch
melancholy Seafons as the prefent, to be always
revelling in Murth and Jollity 5 6 be gaming,
dczppmg in the Theatres, or expiring in the Houfes
of Mulfick, when the Enémy 1s at the Gates, plain-
ly betrays fuch a Degree of Sottifhnefs and Infén-
fibility, or fuch a mad Love of Pleafure, as is ex-
tremely contemptible, and 2 Reproach to any Peo-
ple.  And 1f they can’t, for a Seafon at leaft, deny
themfelves in thefe things, out of a Senfe of theit
own Sins, and thofe of the Nation, or a Dread of
the divine ]udfﬂmei s, and of the impending and
irretrievable Ruin of their Country, or other laud-
able Regards of the like Sort, methinks they might
do 1t it were only o fave Appearances; and out
of Refpe& to commion Decéncy,

The Congregation being thus fanttified and affem-
Z?feat it was the Patt of the Priefts, the Minifters of
the Loyd, 1o <veep between the Porch end tbe Altay.
I fhall not amufe yoz with any curlous Enquiries
concerning the. Place letween the Povch and the

Altar. Doubtlefs, it was a Part of the Temple,
where the Prieflts were appomted and accuftom’d
to make the Atonement for Sin, and to prelent
their Prayers and Interceffions in behalt of the Peo-
ple, on fuch Occafions; and where the Peopl
might eafily hear their Litanies, and join in them.
It was one Part of the Work and Office of the
Levitical Priefthood, as it 1s allo of the Chriflian,
to make Interceffion for the People.  For though
every one may, in his own private Prayers, inter-
cede; for othets, and fhould doit, he may not do it.
publickly, and with Authority, Nor; in the rea-
fon of things,” can we expect that any publick

- Inter-



L 15 ]

Interceffions ‘will afcend fo acceptably to God, as
thofe that are ‘made to hun by one autherized and
commiffion’d by himfelf for that Purpofe. [ can’t
ftay now to .enlarge upon this Subjegt ;- yet, as it
came in my Way, and 1s really nfeful to be con-
fider’d, I was willing to take {fome Notice of it, in
paffing on to -the Earm .of Prayer or Supplication,
which the  Priefts, by -order, were to offer up- to
God. wa Spare thy People, O Lord, and give nof
thine Heritage to Reproach, that the Heathen fhoild
vle over thew-: Wherefore fhould they. Jay among the
People, Fbere is their God ? .
. The anttent jfews were the People and Herizage
of God, a Nation {eletted by him from among the
relt of Mankind, put under Laws and Governors,
for keeping his true Religion pure and undefiled,
and living together in the outward Profeffion and
Practice of 1t. .And as they were thus 4is People,
fo he was their God, not only invelting them with.
divers great Privileges, fuch as no Nation upon
Farth epjoy’d befides themfelves, but giving them
alio a {fure Promife of his peculiar Favour .and Pro-
tection, Andthisi the Ground of that Supplica-
tion which the holy l'rophet prefcribes to the Priefts,
in their publick Miniftrations, on this Occafion,
As if he had order’d them to fay,~¢¢ Are not we,
“ O Lord, a Nation which thou-haft fet afide for
¢ thy {elf, out of the midft of other Nations, to
“ call upon thy Name, a chofen Race, a feparate,
“a holy People, a peculiar Inheritance, which
““ thou haft purchafed and acquired to thyflf 4y
“ Wonders, by War, by a mighty. Hand, and by a
< fretch’d ot Arm, and which thou governeft
“ and protecteft {o as thou doft no other People ?
““ Spare, therefore, we befeech thee, thy People
“ deliver us from our Miferies .and Defolatibns, -
¢ not for our Merits, which we can’t plead, but-

¢ for

-
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< for the Glory of thy Name, and left the Hes:
““ ‘then, among whom we live, feeing our Weaks
“¢ nefs and Inability to defend ourfelves, {hould be
“ encouraged to invade us; and come to rule over
‘¢ us, or, however, make us a By-word, the Sub-
“ jeCt of their Scorn and high Derifion, as if wé
- ¢ were forfaken by thee, or “thou wert not able to
‘¢ protect us.”— Such Supplications and Pleadings
with God, in behalf of his People, grounded upon
this, zbat they were bis People, and that his holy
Name would be blafphemed among the Heathen,

if he, in his Difpleafure, fhould mﬂ theiin out of

bis Sight, and fuffer them to perith, are very fres
quent among the Saints of the Old Teftament:.

We find Dawvid, in the Ixxix®® Pfalm, pleading with
God the Caufe of his People from this Topick,
and that, too, in fome of the fame Words with
thofe of the Prophet in the Text, Help us, O God
of oty Salvation, for the Glory of thy Namey O de
liver us, and be merciful to our Sinsy for thy Name’s
Sake. Wherefore do the Heathen fay, Where is now

their God 2 The fame Argument in almoft the felf
{fame Words you will find urged and pleaded again,
in the xli and cxvt® Pfalm.

If now we confider the dangerous Situation
which the Affairs of this Nation are brought into,
it will be very plain, that this Supplication, ir
every part of it, may be ufed, not improperly, by
us. We pretend not, indeed, to be the People and
Heritage of God, in fo hicrh a Senfe as the Fews
antiently were 3 but we may, neverthelefs, juftly
boaft, that this Church has becn the moft faithful
Depofitory of God’s everlaftii’g Truth, and that
the holy Doltrine of our Lord 7efus has been pre-
ferved therein, and taught, in a greater Degree of
Purity, than, perhaps, in any other Part of Chri-

ftendom. 1wifh to God I could fay, 1t had been
exems
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éxemplified and practifed too s for then it would
hot have been as 1t 1s now, with us. It has pleafed
God, doubtlefs for cur Sins, and becaufe we have
held the Trith in- Unrighteoufnefs of Life, to
thaftife us, 4s he oftentimes did his People Ifrael;
and fhew us great Trouble. Our Affairs abroad
{feem to be in a very improfperous and untoward
State : Our Enemies threaten to 1vade out Bor-
ders; dnd to fwallow us up quick : Traiterous Infur-
reCtions of favage, lawlels, thievith and murtherous
Men fcare 4nd difmiy us; and all together threat-
en our happy Conftitution with {udden and irre-
coverable Deftruction ; and, upon the whole, I
don’t recolleét, in all our Hiftory; any Crifis {o
dangerous as the prefent. In this low Condition
of our Affaits, we have no Hope but in the Lord
our God, -hot 1n Hzin any, but-upon the Account
of his great Mercies, and zbe Glory of bis Name:
If he does now aiife, belp us, and deliver us, it
muft be not for our Deleivings (for we are a rebel-
lious and diffolute Peoplé) but for liis own Honour,
that his holy Religion; which we yet profefs; may
hot be given to Reproach; and become the Derifior
of the Heathen. [ fhall not need; I fuppofe; t&
make any Sctuple to tife that-Word; or offer any
Apology for ufing it, in {peaking of our Enemies,
notwithftanding they call themfelves woff Chriftian
and Catholic.,  For ’tis well known,; and has been
made appear beyond all Confradiction; that their
Rehigion is but a Heathenith Sort of Chriftianity,
made up, in &- good Part; of Siiperfiitions; Cere:
montes, and Dottrines entirely Pagan in their
Original 5 to fay nothing of their inveterate Difpo-
fition with regard to us, and more than Heathenifh
Cruelty and Blood-thirftinefs with which they pur-
ine our Ruin; ‘

g ¥f
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if God, in his unfearchable Councils, thould &e
pleafed to fuffer them to ‘prevail, and to accomplifh
our Ruin, it’s ealy to imagine, what a Reproach
and Bye-word zhe Religion of Proteftents wouid {oon
orow to be in this Nationg and qmcl«:ly after, In all
the Nations of Europe. Oh! with what Mockery
and Scorn would they, then, {ay of us, and 20 us,
Where is now your God 2 Your Religion is Herefy,
therefore, behold, 1t 1s brought to nought‘ Qurs
15 the true Religion, and therefore, {ee, 1t prof-
pers | Conﬁdermg the ordinary Way of thinking
they are in, this may be juftly expected. For do
we not know, that Temporal Profperity, that is to
fay, military Succefs (for fo Bellarinine limits and
explamns it) 1s by #hem eftceny’d onc of the fure
Notes, Marks, and Indications of the true Church ¢
And he accordingly aflures us, that »o Cetholic
Priuce did ever adbere to God, but be became viitori-
ous, and eafily triumph’d over bis Enemies. So, if
our Gatholic Adventurer, and his Catholic Support-
ers and Abettors, with their Catholic Adherents
fhould 70z fucceed, that would be only, belike,
becaufe they did'not adhere ftedfaftly to God ; bu
if they fhould be fuccefsful in their prefent Enter-
prife; and ever come to be able to deftroy owr
Church and Nation; that alone-would be Proof that
their Church 1s the only true Church, and by the
fame Weapons whereby our Bodies are fubdued, -
our Religion would be confuted! This would be
hard indeed! But the beft of it is, that if they fhould
be able with their carnal Weapons to bring our Bo-
dlE‘S into Subjection, they muft furnith themfelves
in Controverfy, with other-guife Weapons than
thefe, or than any, indeed, they have yer found,
before they can fubdue our Minds to a free Accept-
ance of their Faith and Religion, and Renunciation
of our own, I am fure, this Note of the truc
* Church
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Chuich will fit other Churches, as well as theirs,
and prove each of them the true; and par-
ticularly, our own, confidering the Felicities of that
olorious Princefs Queen Elizabeth (under whom the
Reformation was perfected and eftablifh’d) and her
continual Triumphs over her Popifh Enemues.
Nay, 1t would fit too, the Church of Mabhomer,
(if that Bxpreflion may be pardon’d) God having
given bim Power to make War with the Saints, ond .
to gvercome them, and to bring into Sub_]e&lon Ul-
der his Feet no inconfiderable Part of Chriftendom.
1 could fay a great deal more to fhew the Vanity
and Falfity of this Mark of the true Church ; but
there 1s no need. Alas! we are at no Lofs hewto
refift and repel therr Arguments: Would to God
their Fires and Faggots, their Maffacres and their
Diquifitions, were but as eafily refifted. |

We, 1 fay, defpife their _dfgzme;zfy, having al-
ready, once and twice, more than tllumphed oves
them. But their Pawer, I fay, their Power and
Doininion, 1s the thing moft to be dreaded. And
if we are fo unhappy as to fall under that, there
(I venture to fay) will be an End, at once, of all
our Liberties, and of every thing elfe that is dear
and valuable to Euglifbmen. Then, the mighty
Jhail be bumbled, and the mean Man brought dowis
to a Degree of Meannefs that is really pitiable. I
mention the mean Man upon this Occalion, becaufe
I would have none of you imagine, you are too
mean and low in the World, to be at all interefted
mn the great Changes and Revolutions of Govern-
ment, and particularly, in the prefent Struggle,
or that it will be 7o yoy, ndifferent who 1s your
King and Governour. Oh! my Friends, take
heed and beware of all fuch Delufions, and be per-
fe&ly aflured the Cafe is far otherwife. You are,

perchance, poor, and like to be {o, whoever reigns s
C 2 but
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~ but you are, yet, free: The little you have is youg
own, and not liable to be wrefted from you by the
Power of any, not of the King himfelf. But if
the threatned Change were to take Place, you muft
be yet poorer, and, withal, Slaves. Slaves you
muft be, if ever you.come under a Popith Govern-
ment, Fopery angd Slavery being almoft natuyally
conneted, and, in Fact, going commonly toge-
ther ; efpecially, if you come under the Govern-
ment of one, brought up 1n the hgheft Notions of
lawlefs and arbitrary Power, and, doubtlefs,
thoroughly inftructed in all the Maxims of Freich
Policy 3 one who plainly. appears to confider him-
felf not as your King and Father, but your abfoluse
Proprietor and Lord, who now claims you, and,
without all Queftion, will afterwards treat you, as
his own, whom he may do with whatfoever pleafeth
him. -—And how, too, can you be other than
poorer, and more miferable, in cafe the Nation
comes to be mnvolved 1n long Civil Wars, as it cer-
tainly will be, if this rebellious Attempt fhould be
attended with any great Degree of Succefs, " Or
fuppofe the Perfon now pretending to rule over
you were 1 quiet Pofleflion, what Plenty, what
Happinefs, or Peace, {o long as your new Viceroy
(for he would be no better) muft be poorly {ubfer-
vient to all the Mealures and Intevefts of Fraice
(for the moft part diametrically oppofite to our
own). and 1f he be not difpofed of himfelf, will be,
doubtlefs, obliged to give up the moft valuable
Branches, or {trongelt Securities of our Trade and
Commerce (the Source of all our Plenty) to our
Enemies, to make them Satisfaétion for the Ex-
pence and Trouble they have been at, as well,
heretofore, in foltering and nurfing up, as in help-
mg him, now, to fubdue and enflave us, [ fhall
not need, I hope, to put you in mind of the Ha-
I zard
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gard, or rather the certain Lofs. of your Religion,
the Prefervation of which you are interefted in no
lefs than the Rich and Noble, or than any Sort of
Men in the Nation.—The meaneft of youall, ye
fee, have, in the prefent Conteft, very important
Interefts at Stake, important enough, as any one
would think, to rouze the moft phlegmatick out of
their Coldnefs and Indifference about the Iffue of
it, too important to be tamely or timidly refign’d,
and not contended for, if there be Occaﬁon, even
unto Blood. ,

Nor let us flatter ourlelves, that the King now
threatened to be {et over us, however it may pleafe
bim to beftow upon us civil Words, and whatfo-
ever Promifes for the Security of our Religion he
may think fit to make us at this Diftance, would
have any Regard to them, were he to reign over
us. All the World knows, what are the Promifes
of | Roman Catholic Princes to thewr Profeftant
Subjects, in Reference to Religion, and how little
to be depended upon. If Honour thould happen
to call upon them to keep thewr Faith, Catholicifu
and Bigotry will reclaim, and thole who have the
Jeeping of their Confciences will hardly fail to
proteft againfl it, and, from the Decifions of their
Councils and Caﬁu{’cs, foon make them fenfible,
how wicked a thing 1t is to keep 1t with Hereticks.
I took notice to you not long ago, but 1t can’t be
repeated too often, after what manner the two
Popith Princes we have had fince the Nation was
PJOteﬁant kept thetrs. Both began their Reigns
with the moft folemn Promifes, that they would mlfe
cave of, defend and fupport the Church of England,
as then eftablif’d by Law. And thefe were given
in fuch a manner, and wuh {uch Clrcum{’cances, as
might well deceive th:::+ who were not thoroughly
acquainted with the I:‘1 nc:ples and Spirit of that

Church,
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Church, and did atually deceive many, into a-
real Opinion of thewr good Faith : And yet both of
them (he, as well as the other, who had gain’d,
it feems, among many the Charatter of juf# and
faithful Performer of all his Promijes) no fooner
fancy’d themfelves fecurely feated upon the Throne,
but they fet themfelves to compafs the Deftruction
of that Church which they had thus folemnly
plighted their Faith to protect and maintain ; oné
by Violence, and the moft bloody Perfecution, the
other rather by Policy, by taking upon himfelf to
difpenfe with all our Laws that ftood i his Way,
and beating down the Fences that had been {fet up te
preferve the Conftitution. And why fhould we expect
{rom him who now requires us to fubmit ourfelves
to him a better Pexformance of Ais Promifes, if he-
thould condefcend (for it may juftly be doubted whe-
ther hewould or not, 1f he were once come fo far as to
the Steps of the Throne, and found himfelf, from
Abroad, powerfully fupported i the mounting it)
if (I fay) he fhould, then, condefcend to make us
any. For we are well affured he is not only
thoroughly devoted to the Catholie Religion (as he:
calls it) but has been educated 1n a particular Aver-
fion to the Proreffant, which, you may be fure,
has not been much foftned by the Senfe of what he
thinks he has fuffered, in having been an Exile
from his Cradle, a Fugitive in the Earth almoft
fixty Years, chiefly on the Account,-and for the
Safety, of the Proteffant Religion. If he returns,
it will certainly be with fuch Refentment and Rage,
that, in all Likelihood, we fhould have been m 2
better Condition, had there been no Revolution,
and’ Fames the Second had lived, and reigned, and
wrought his Will, and died among us, and this
Man peaceably fucceeded. Our Cale feems to be
deferibed appofitely enough in that Simulitude of

U
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our Saviour'n the xut™ Chapter of St. Afusthewae
Hben the unclean Spirvit is gone out of a Men, be
walketh through dry Places, [eeking veft, and findeth
none, then be faith, I will veturn into my Honfe
Jrom whence I came out, and when be is come, be
Jindeth it empty, fwept, and garnifbed. Then goeth be,
and taketh with himfelf feven other Spirits more
wicked than bimfelf, and they enter in, and dwell
ghere 5 and the loft State of that Man is worfe than

the firft, even fo fball it be, unlefs God be merciful,
30 this Generation.

It would be a weak Thing, fhould we amufe
ourfelves, as T fear fome do, with the Thoughts,
that he has now feen how impracticable it is to in-
troduce Popery into thefe Kingdoms, and that the
Fate of an unfortunate Prince, whom he pretends
to be {prung from, will be a Warning to him fiom
ever attempting 1t, For why fhould we think he
will be deterr’d, by-the Misfortunes of that Prince,
from fuch Attempts, more than that Prince was
by the Misfortunes of others before bim, and by
thofe wife and wholefome Inftruétions he had re.
ceived from others, as well as fenfible Experiences he
himfelf had had of the extreme Danger of all {uch
Enterprifes. Did nor he know, that the dare Suj~
picion of only favouring Popery too much, which
{fome had entertain’d, help’d to bring to the Block
his own Royal Father, altho’ truly and zealoufly
Proteftant ¢ * Had not he feen a Queen, upon her
embracing the Romifh Rchgion, refigning her
Crown, to avoid being forcibly deprived of it?
Had he not been admonifh’d by his Royal Bro-
ther, not to think of inireducing the Romith Religi-
on into Kngland, as being o 1bing both dangerous
end imprafiicable ¢ Nay, 1t 1s affirm’d, he had been

* See FFelfvcod’s Memoirs. |
* warn’d
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warn’d, by the Sovereign Pontiff hirnfelf, againft
pufbing Matters 100 fd/‘ which might do both hini-
Jelf and the Catholic Church the greateff Prejudice;
by attempting that which he was we[l affured frous
long Experience could not fucceed, And jult as much
as he profited by thefe Advices and Examples, we
- may fuppofe this Man will profit by 4is. Indeed,
it 18 not in the Nature of great and powertud
Princes to accomplifhi all they deﬁre, and are rather
emboldned in their Purfuits, than difcouraged, by
obferving the Defeats and Misfortunes of thofe who
have gone before them; imagining in themfielves;
that, by the Advantage of feeing the Rock #hgy
{plit upon, they fhall know how to avoid it, and
fteer fafe. Tho’ indeed he who would now rule over
us, will, moft probably, fcorn to proceed with fuch
Warinefs and Caution i this Attempt, promifing
him{elf, that the Powers who are now, by Forcey
for the Sake of fpreading their Religlony and fome -
ambitious Ends of their own, #mpefing him upos’
us, will fuppors him, and keep him here by Force,
as they certainly will, fo long as-he anfwers thofe
Ends. When all this 1s confider’d, there can be
no doubt, but, were he our King, the old Defign
of reftoring Popery would be refumec}. and vigo-
roufly profecuted, and not much doubt; but it
would fucceed. And were there no greater Hopes
of keeping him ouf, than there appear to be ef
keeping Popery ozz, if he were in, - alas, for this
Church and Nation! we might, then, oive them
up as loit and undone for ever !

But Thanks be to God, and blefled be his holy
Name, that our Cafe 1s not yet defperate; but as
there are Fears and Dangers, fo there are Hopes
too, even comfortable Hopes, that we thall be able
to furn the Invader back by the Way by which be
came, and baffle all his Deligns agataft us. There

16
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are divers Things which may juftly, (I think) raife
in us this humble Confidence. It affords an encoy-
raging Omen to {fee both Houfes of the Legiflature
fo dutifully, aad {o affeCtionately Gnited to their
Sovereign. And f{o 1t does, to confider the Senfa
of the whole People of Englond mn regard to Po-
pery.  Few or none among us have mow any
Thoughts in the leaft favourable to it. On the
contrary; there never was 2 Time, fince the Refor-
mation, when that Superftition was more univer-
fally dreaded and detefted. It would be well, if T
could fay, this Averfion to Popery proceeded, in
all of vs, from a fincere Love of pure and uncor-
rupt Religion, and not rather, as it too plainly does
in fome, from a Fondnels they have for an un-
bounded Liberty of both thinking and.atting in all
religious Matters, which Popery, they know; will
not allow them, or from the Fears and Terrors of
an Inquifition, But let their Averfion to Popery
proceed from what it will; there 1s an Averfion
to it, wherein I rejoice, yea, and will rejoice, as
it may be a great Means of-our Security.—Then
again, there never appeared fuch a Zeal and Una-
nimity in all Orders of Men, and fuch a Con-
currence and Co-operation ot all Parties i De-
fence of their Laws, their Liberties, and Religion,
as there does at prefent, no, not at the Revolu-
tion. And if a Prince, then m altual and peace-
able Poffeffion of the Throne, not unknown to us,
who, by living among us many Years prefump-
tive Heir of the Crown, and wearing 1t f{ome,
had had Opportunities to oblige and attach to
himfelf great Numbers, and was really efteem’d,
for fome good Qualities he was {uppofed to have,
by many others, could not keep Pofleffion .of his
‘Throne, againft the general Senfe and Inchnation

of the People, it may furely be hoped, that
D one
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one whom we know not, will hardly be able, in
fpite of the whole People, to take Pofleflion of
I, - *

Thefe things admmifter Reflefiions of a com-
fortable and encouraging Nature; vet, after all,
it muft be remembred, and born conftantly n
Mind, that all our Advantages, and all the natu-
ral Means of our Safety muft be ineftectual and un:
availing, unlels Ged fhall vouchfafe to fpeed and
aive them his Blefling, unlefs he guide and prefida
in our Councils, and go forth with our Flects and
Armies, and that this 15 only to be obrained by

ur Prayers, and Tears, and by a timely national
Repentance, .

Let us then, Brethren, Sandify ourfelves, cleanf:
our Hands, and purify owr Hearts, and break off
onr Sins by Kighteoufinefs. Peradventure the Lord
will be jealous for bis Land, and pity his Peopl,
will remove far from us the novthern Apiny, aid
will drive bim into a Land borren and defolate, and
bis Stink fhall come up, and bis ill Savour [ball come
up, altbough be bas aone great things, and made
fuch ‘Wafte and Delolation among us. It may be,
the Lord, whofe noble Works our Fathers have
declared unto us, will now alfo fave and deliver
us., And though our Enemies, who have purpojed
1o defile his Santtuary, aid to caft down with Sword
the Horn of his dltar, who have devifed cruel things
againft bis Govenant, and his ballow’d Houfe, and
againft the Houfe of the Pofleffion of his Children,
though (I{ay} our Enemies ave multiplied in their
Pover, and glory in the Strength of their Footmen,
and trust in their Shield and Spear, yet we will not
defpair but that the God of our Fathers will throw
down their Strength, will fwite the Servant with
the Prince, and the Prince with the Servant, and
snake every Nation and Tribe fo ackinowledse,  ihat

. be
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be is the all Power and Might, andthat
there is i, that proteleth Ifrael, but He.
And let aii « - People, together with the Priefts,
cry mightily unto him, and inceflantly pray, that
he would give us Power to prevail thus over all our
Fnemies, Foreign and Domeftic, and: then thew us
the Blefling of Peace 5 of {fuch a Peace as that the
Crown of Great Britain, inftead of being brought
under the Feet of its Enemies, may preferve its
ignity, and the Rank 1t has hitherto held among
the Nations, and that the Heritage of the Lord,
this Proteftant Church, fo much fpoken of and
famed throughout the whole World, inftead of
being tirodden down, and given to ?"eprmcb; may
‘continue to be, and become more and more, 4
Praife in the Earth. :

F I N I S

ADYVERTISEMENT,

Page 16. Linc 33. read Depofitary for Depofitory. .
In Page 24. fome Lines bappencd to be everlook’d 1 the
Prating, and the Sentence beginning in the 7 Ling
fhould have run thus — |
JIndeed, it is not in the Nature of great and powerful
Princes to be frighted, by the Mifcarriages and Misfor-
tunes of others, from purfuing any thing which they have
fet their Hearts much upon. They are apt to be prefum-
ptuous, and vainly to fancy they have Power enough to
accomplifh all they defire, and are rather emboldned &,
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