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FAST DISCOURSYL,

My FATHERS AND BRETHRLRN,

NEVER did we affemble in this houfe on an occaficn
like the prefent.  Though we have annually obferved a
day of {olemn fafting and prayer, yet on thefc days we
have found ourfelves, atid our country, in circumftan-
ces of peace and profperity. We have beheld the judg-
ments of Heaven ouly afar off. For twenty years, we
have gazed with aftonithment upon the {cenes of de-
folation in Europe. We have {feen her governments
overturned, her cities plundered and burnt, her rights
and liberties trampled under foot, her citizens dragged
into war, and her fields covered with blood. But in
contemplating thefe {cenes of horror, a conviction that
we were {ecuic from thofe judgments with which God,
in his anger, was vifiting the Eaftern World, was fome
alleviation to our minds. This conviction arofe part-
ly from our remote fituation from the theatre of war,
and partly from a belief, that ncither our intereft, incli-
nation or honor would require us to engage in a con-
teft, which has {pread diftrefs and ruin over fo large a
portion of the world. But alas! how have we been
difappointed! Our rulers have plunged us into war
the country is called to arms, and we are now a par-
ty in that conteft, which has convulfed the world, de-

“molifhed thrones, and marked its progrefs with mife-

ry and blood.
'Though a war may fomctimes be neceflary, to de-
fend the lives and liberties of a people, none, but
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thofe who are deftitute of all moral principle, and all
r§%ard for the beft good of their country, will ever
difcover tokens of joy at fuch an event. It is a frown
from heaven on any nation, and fhould be regarded
as a loud and folemn call to weeping and mourning
This is the moft diftrefling of all temporal calamitiegs.
But the war in which we are engaged is attended with
grcumﬁances peculiarly painful. It was unexpected.
4 %éeat part of the people in thefe Northern States
uld not believe the government would appeal to
iz;rms, until Ehfa melancholy tidings were oflicially an-
ng;lar;csgice 'l}ushwar has been declared, againit the ge-
pet | yolc {(1): ft at portion of the people, who have
% oft from foreign aggreflion. It has taken
ze Ii:e at ({"x‘tlme when an unufual number of our citi-
zer st,han a large amount of property, are abroad, and
2 rown by this event into circumftances of great
azard. Our country too is deftitute ot that rrne
ration to maintain the w: ich i Hesice
e war, which 1s the beft evidence
to enfure a fpeedy return of peace. Divifion and con-
tention pervade our councils, and our country. We
are engaged in hoftilities with the nation from which
we defcended, which has for many ages ably main.
tained and fupported the religion we profefs, againit
the corrupticns of popery on the one hand “and the
?{T‘}ults of infidelity on the other, and whofs,examp!e
;?hpregdmg the gofpel, and evangelizing the world:
as been the glory of our country to imitate. We
have {fome reafon alfo to apprehend an alliance with
that nation, which has fhewn herfelf the enemy ¢f Li
})crty, of Juftice, and true Religion ; whofe in};luﬁf“nc‘
15 poifon, whofe friend{hip would be death. o
Imprefled with thefe confiderations, what reafc s
have we for fafting and prayer! After a declaration
;?f war againfl Great-Britain was announced, the pub-
lic nll)md was much agitated, and no intimation hav-
ing been given of a National Faft, our excellent Go-
vernor, at the requeflt of the Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives, and by advice of hi; Council, appointed this
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day for public fafting and praycr throughout the Com-
monwealth.

My brethren, the duty is important and {folemn ;
and who will neglet it, that fears God, and loves his
country ? ‘Whatever may be our profeflions of at-
tachment to the land that gave us birth, it we have
no difpofition to look to Heaven for affiftance in a
time of national calamity, our patriotifm is no better
than founding brafs and a tinkling cymbal. Lawicls
mobs, and fiery zeal, will only heighten the anger of
Heaven againft us. We muift bring before God 2
heart deeply affected with the awful calamity that has
£1llen on our country,and under a {olemn conviction,
that our iniquities teftify againft us, and are the procur-
ing caufe of all our troubles, in whatever way and by
whatever means they are brought upon us, W¢ muft
humble ourfelves before God, confefling our fins and
imploring his mercy. In the prophecy of JoEL, i1d
chapter, 12th and 1 sth verfes, there is 2 paffage well
fuited to the prefent occafion.

New, faith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your
beart, and with fafting, and with weeping, and with
mourning ; and rend your heart, and not your garments,
and turn unto the Lord your God ; fer be is gracious and
merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and re-
penteth bim of the ewil.

"] HIS earneft call to repentance, fafting and prayer,
was given to Judah, at a time when their country
was in imminent danger. Their fins had provoked the
difpleafure of Heaven, and God was about to vifit
them with defolating judgments. By 2 valt multi-
tude of locufts coming on the land, darkening the
heavens by their immenfe fwarms, and {preading terror
and defolation through the country, is reprefented the
:nvafion of the Chaldean army, and the diftrefs and
ruin which would attend it. Read the eleven firft
verfes of this chapter, and you will find an awful,
but faithful picture of the calamities of war ; a pic-
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tare, which may well caufe every countenance to
turn pale, and every heart to quake.

In view of this approaching judgment, what was
Judah to do? Were they to refign themfelves to the
pleafure of their deftroyers? or mufter their forces,
and rely for protection on an arm of fleth? Either
of thefe meafures alonc would have evinced a degree
of ftupidity, and atheifm, deferving fevere cha{%fe«
ment. The Lord by his prophet called upon the whole
nation to return to him by fafting, and weeping, and
fervent fupplication, as the only means of averting the
judgments which were hanging over the country,
or of being recovered from their fatal effedts. |

In this difcourfe, I fhall mention fome of the fins
of this land, fhew that turning to the Lord by repen-
tance and prayer is the principal means of preventing,
or removing, national calamities, and point out the
manner in which this duty is to be difcharged.

Sint is the caufe of all {uffering. This fentiment no
man will queftion ; yet how few are reftrained from
iniquity by a confideration of the miferies they may
bring upon their country ! On our annual faft, my
brethren, I fet before you the fins of this nation, and
exhorted you to return to God by repentance and
prayer. Iwarned you that judgments were preparing
for us, and thatif we went on in our iniquitics, God
would vifit us for thefe things, and avenge his foul ou
fuch a nation as this. We are a people laden with
iniquity. ‘Thisland has been greatly profpered, and
we have become opulent and powerful. Perhaps no
nation was ever laid under higher obligations to God,
than the people of thefe United States. But how un.-
gratef i1 have we been! How many and how provok-
ing are our fins! No part of our country is fo mo-
ral, and attentive to chriftian inftitutions, as New-
England. Yet what crying fins prevail among us!
V7hat abundant caufe for fafting and prayer do we
{ee among ourfelves! And if this be the moft moral
part of the country, what fhall we fay of the reft!

7

Take a furvey of the morals of the people through the
Union, and fee what unnumbered crimes prefent
themfelves to view. How dc intemperance, profani-
ty, lying and flander abound! What extravagance
and luxury¥, what criminal diverfions and pleafures,
prevail in fome of our opulent towns! And what ig-
norance and careleflnefs in refpect to the doétrines and
duties of religion every where abound! Deifm and
infidelity have made inroads upon us, and many adore

. the glimmering light of reafon, and defpife the Sun
 of Righteouinefs.

Thefe are marks of a degene-
rate people. How far are people from being humbled
under the frowns of Heaven! Multitudes not only
neglet the duties of chriftianity, but wholly overlook
a {uperintending Providence ; and even the Senate
of the United States lately {fpent the whole of the
chriftian fabbath in attending public bufinefs. Wick-
ednefs prevails in high places; and it is the duty of
every good citizen, and efpecially of all who are fet
for the defence of the gofpel, to bear their teftimony
againft it. Thefe crimes have provoked Heaven, and
diftrefs and darknefs have come upon our land. Our
commerce, one great {fource of our wealth, is cut off,
and we are threatened with more ferious difafters.
The Lord of Hofls is the fupreme governor of the
world ; to him belong all the kingdoms of men. It
is his prerogative to deal with nations, to blefs or
punith them in this life as he may determine. He
has appointed a day in which he will judge the world
in righteoufnefs, when every individual will receive
according to the deeds done in the body. But as na-
tions will not fubfift in a civil capacity in another
world, they can be punifhed only in this life. In the
prefent ftate, there are many relations between the
different members of fociety. They receive many
mercies in common with one another, and there are
many fins, which prevail through the community,
which are properly national fins. And when a peo-
ple have caft off the fear of God, and corrupted them.
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felves, it is the ufual method of Providence to chaftife
or deftroy them. Nations are generally threatened,
before they are punifhed. The voice of Providence
declares to them, that judgments are prgparing for
them, that all who underftand the figns ol the times
may know what they ought todo. When therefore
the clouds of divine anger hang over any people, or
fome ferious calamity has aétually come upon them,
" they may know their fins have reached up to heavén,

and that the Lord of Hofts is about to enter into jude.

ment with them. Infuch afituation, what are a peoflz
todo ? My text teaches them. They caniot hepe to
prevent or remove their afflictions, unlef: thzy Lurn to

the Lord with all their hearts by falting 21« {upplica- .

tion. Judgments are the punithment of ..n, *nd re-
pentance and prayer are the appointed means to obtain
deliverance from them. For many years the judg-
ments of Heaven have been hanging over this land;
but we have not turned unto God, and hence they
have come down upon us in one general and diftref-
fing calamity. We are now loudly called upon to
turn to the Lord, by fafting and prayer. Thefe are
the means, which alone can encourage us that our zf-
flictions will be mitigated or removed.

The divine condu& towards individuals and na.
tions is regulated by the fame principles. Ail men are
finners. A plan of mercy has been deviled and pub-
lithed to the world, by which every penitent may be
pardoned, and exempted from the punifhment due to
fin. Every finner, who now exercifes repentance to-
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, and
makes fupplication for mercy, is graciouily forgiven,
and made an heir of eternal life. In like manrer,
when a goodly number in a guilty nation repent and
turn to God by fafting and prayer, the Lord repznts
of the evil he had thought to do to that people. Ee
is as rcady to pardon a guilty nation, as a guilty indi-
vidual. “The Lordis flow to anger, of great kindnefs,
and delights in mercy.

£
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‘the Lor!.
- and the people gathered themfelves to afk help of God.
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and prayer is the ld efteblificd wax of oh.
taining Lelp irom God. This appears from the {.
cred hiftory. In the reign of Jeliothaphat, many hea-
then nat2ons formed a league againft Judah, coelleéied
a great army, and were in full march for Jerufaiom.
The king was greaddy troubled, and fet himfelf to feck
He proclaimed a fait threughout all Judah ;

‘The king himfelf took the lead 1n the public folemni-

 ties, and earncitly befought the proteétion of Heaven.
 "The peopie {eemed, with one heart, to unite with *heir

<ng. Their prayer was heard in heaven, and they ob-
tained an eafy victory over their combined foes. When
the fame country was threatened with the judgments of
Heaven in the time of Jofiah, that pious king fet him.
felf tofeck the Lord God of his fathers. He abolithed
idolatry, and ufed every means to cffeét a reformation
through the land. In this good work he was in {fome
mcafure fuccefsful, and the anger of Heaven was tura-
ed away from them for a feafon. When Jornah was
feat to preach to the great city of Nineveh, and to cry
againft it, that in forty days Ninevch thould be over-
thrown ; the people believed God, and proclaimed a
fafc, and put on fackcloth, from the greateft unto
the lealt of them. Even the king took off’ his robe,
covered himfclf with fackcloth, and fat in athes. He
commmanded every man to turn from his evil way ; for
aid ke, Bho can tell if God wwill turn and repent and turn
eruay freim his fierce anger, that we perifb not 2 £ud God
faw ileir works, that they turned from their o=l way, and
God repented of the evil that be bad jaid that be would
do unto them, and he did it #ot.

In theie inftances, recorded for our exainple 2nd en-
couragement, you fee how appoaching judgmenrs
were turned away from a guilty peaple.  Prayer and
fafting were the principal ineans of obtzining cveinp.
tion frown threatening calamitics,  Wher an Indi-i
dual wilauits us, w2 may relifl or fice 5 brt when Go?
underiakes to dezl with us, {hall we think 2o ftand

%
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before Omnipotence ¢ We can neither detiver one-
{elves out of his haud, nor efcape his righteous ven

geance.,  We can only flee for refuge to his infinite
mercy.  When God undertakes to deal with a nation,
he will overcome ; he will either huinbic or defiroy.
Obftinate impenitence under the frowns of [leaven,
therefore, only prolongs mifery. It heigntens the an-
ger of Teaven, and turns chaftilernents into extermi.
nating judgments.
Jehovah is on a mercy feat ; he waits to ve gracious,
and in wrath remembers mercy. He will hear the
cry of repentance and faith ; he will never caft sway
thofc who caft themfelves upon his mercy. Hear
what God fays : I will be unto Epbraim as a lion; I
qwill take away, and none fhall rejeue ; I-will go and re-
turn to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and
Jeck my face ; in their affliction they will feek me early.
Again ¢ O Ifracl, return wnto the Lord thy God, for
thow bhaft fallen by thine iniquity. The Lord fhews
them in what marner they muft return, and then
adds, Twill heal their backfliding, I will love them fre 'y,
Jfor mine anger is tuirned away from bim.  Aund what can
be wore in point than the words of my text ¢ Now,
Saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and
with fajfling, and weeping, and mourning, and rend your
hearts, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your
God, for beis gracious and merciful,y flow to anger, and of
great kindecfs, and repentcth bimof the cvil.  Hence you
fee that che means by which mational calamities have
becn removed isa turning to God by repentance and
earncit fupplication ; and that God encourages us with
the hope of acceptance if we thus return to him. It
is not enough that « few individuals turn from their
{ins, and fupplicate the throne of grace. Many muft
ferioufly engage in the buiineis of reformation, and
be carneft in their prayers for the falvation of their
country. .
But 1t 15 neceflary | fiould point out the manner in

which we nuft return to God. This is clearly mark.
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oG in my text. Do, [0ththe Tord, durn ye cver 1o
we with alt vour heart, ana b fapiingy an l with woeep-
ing, and it mourning ; an cond yoar heartsy and
vour garments.  'Toivrn to the Lord with all the heart
implies a feparation foom ali Yols, a renunciation of
every Bin, and finc rity — nppoiition o all hypocriti-
cal fervice.  Manv i Lie tune of trouble will difcover
fome mavks or Luacuity and concern ; they may be
anxicus that God would remove themr afllidlons : but
their hroves inav be unaffeéted; they may full cleave
to their iiu%.  And while their licarts are unbroken
for {in, the great perpofe for which afllictions are fent
is not anfwered. Though fuch people may faft aund
pray, they are neither penitent nor humble.  IHence
God addrefle: them in this manncr: When ye come to
appear before me whe hath required tlis at your banis,
20 tread my courts 2 Bring no more vain oblations ; incenfe
is an abominution unto me ; when ye pread fortd your
hands, I <wili bide mine cyes from you ; yea, when ye make
many prayers, I will not hear. Wafb you, make you clean,
put away the evil of your doings from befere mine cyes ;
ceafe to do cvily learn to do well.  Now inftead of oflering
to God mere lip {crvice, we muft return to him with
all our hearts. We muft be filled with felf abafe.
ment and felf abhorrence, with godly forrow and un-
fcigned contrition ; our hearvs muit be broken oft
from fin. With unfeigned fubmiflion to the righ-
teoulncfs of God, we muft earneftly fupplicate the par-
don of our fins and the fins of this nation. 'This
fhould be accompanied with fafting, and other toke:s
of humiliation. To abftain from food, fo far as health
and circumftances will allow, is a fuitable acknow.
ledgement that we have forfeited our moft commen
mercics ; it is fome proot elfo that we are fo deenly

é

engaged in our religinus fervices, that we caniot fut.
fer the leaft inteiruption, not fo mach as to cat and to
drink. In this way we ought to fubmnit to the chal-
tifeinent of a righteous Providence, ana to crucifyv the
Hefly with its affc@tions and luils,
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If we be fuitably affected with our own fins, and the

fins of thiy land, we {hall turn to the Lord with that
forrow, which worketh repentance unto falvation, not
to be repented of.  Outward expreflions of forrow
will not {uflice ; we muft rend our hearts in deep con.
trition and iclt abafement, firinly believing there is no
hope or help for us but in the unmerited mercy of
God. In this duty all the people in this land, borh in
privale ana public life, ought to engage, We are requir-
ed to return to God with faftiny, and weeping, and
moutiing.  What expreflions of forrow and contri-
tion!  And will not Judak and Nineveh rife up in the
Judament day and condemn us, 1t we refufe to repent
and return to God ?  They repented, when they were
ferioudly threatened with the anver of FHeaven, and
madc fupplicacior. “~r mercy. Theiféxampls encourages
us, and nothing lu obfHnate iinpenitence xil} hinder
any from returning to God. O'! my orethren, f¢ af-
ﬁzc‘lc'd, and mourn and wecp ; let your laughter be turncd
into mourning, and your foy inte heavinefs. Humble you
Selves in the fight of the Lord, and be wiil raife o up.
Join earneft prayer with your repentance and fafting,,
and cry to God for your country, that peace and pr&-
perity may be reftored to thefe United States.

Lo encourage you in this duty, I would obferve,
thai we have {ome reafon to think Heaven will reard
our fupplications, and fhorten the period of our trou.
bles. Three States unite in fafling and prayer this
day. The thirtieth of the prefent month is fot apart
tor this important purpofe in the States of New-York
and Penn.fylvania, and a day is appointed for the
whole Union to engage in fupplicating Heaven in be-
half of our common country. Multitudes undoubted-
ly will wholly neglet, and even defpife, thele reli-
gious exerciles, and others only prevaricate with God ;
yet may we not hope that a large number will faft
and pray, and afli¢t their fouls?  Our country con-
tains many thoufands of real chriltians, who will hum-
ble themlclves and intercede with God that his anger
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may be turned away from us.  On thefe days of Taft-
ing and prayer zhey will publicly honcr God and veli-
gion, afcribe righteonfnefs to their Muker in brinv, iy,
calata’ties upon us, confels before hiin all their oy,
and renouncing dependence on an arm of flefh, aik
help from heaven.  When a nation under any heavy
judgment perfifts in its wickednefs, its doom .-
proaches.  But when a guilty people condemn thein-
felves, juflify the Lerd, andlook up to heaven tor help,
their meafure or iniquity is not full, mercy is 1n ftore
for them. Did not God prolong his patience towards
Ahab, merely becanfe of his external humitiation? 1In
the reformation which took place in the time of Jifi-
ah, multitudes turned to the Lord only in appearance,
yet his anger was turned away from them for a {eafon.
Had 5odom contained but ten rightcous perf{ons, that

. corrupt civy had been fpared. And will not God fpare

this great nation? will he not hear the prayers that
are oflerzd, and fave his heritage from reproach? O
let ws fearch onrfelves, and try our ways, and turn un-
tothe Lord. Sinis a reproach to any people; righte-
oufnets exalterh a nation. Lct us call to mind our own
fins, and the fins of this land, and humble ourfelves
tor them before God.  Let us unite with our repen-
tance and fafting, earneft prayer to God for our coun-
try. Let us pray that the calamity that has come up-
on us may humble the people, and be overruled for
their good.  Now thercfore, faith the Lord, Turn ye
even to me with all your beart, and with fajling, and <ith
weeping, and wit) mourning, ard rcnd your heart, and not
wour garments, and tuirn unto the Lord your God, for he is
gracious and mercifil, flow to angery and of great kindnefs,
and repenteth bine of the evil.
AMEN,
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WAR WITH GREAT-BRITALN.
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YaMmrs v, 1.

Whence come wars and fightings among you ?  Come they
not hence, even of your lufts, that war in your members 2

\/VAR is the fcourge of man, the inftrument of de.
folation and death. It has been raging in our world
in almoft every age. Ever fince Cain arofe againfk
his brother, and thed his rightcous blood, the earth has
been a field of battlc, and men have been the deftroy-
ers of one another. The mournful and ruinous ct-
fects of war have been felt among all nations.  'What
is the hiftory of the world, but an affecting accournt of
contefts, of maflacres, of wafting fieges and bloody
battles ?

This great calamity having come upon our land, it
is fuitabic we fhould reflect on the evils it produces,
and inquire whence it comes. Among all the judg-
ments, with which God in his righteous providence
has vifited our guilty world, no one is {fo much to be
deprecated as war. 'What wretchednefs and mifery
has it occafioned! How many have fallen by the hand
of the afiaflin! Iow many flourifhing citics have
been plundered and burnt! Ilow many populous
countrics laid wafte! How many thoufand millions
of the human race has the fword of war devoured!
The facred hiftory gives an account of onc battle in
which tavelve hundred thoufand men were engaged ; and
that one of the armies loft, in a fingle day, five bundred
thoufand chofen men.  'Uhis is the greateft daughter in
one engagement of which we have an account, Such
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an event muft clothe a nation in mourning. Many
hundred thoufand have been {lain in battle, and cut off
by thofc calamitics which war produces, within tne laft
twenty years. "The nations of Europe have enjoyed but
{hort intervals of peace.  Blood has been almoft con-
ftantly flowing, on the land and on the fea. More than
a miilion of men arc now in arms on the continent of
FEurope ; and Great-Britain has fix hundred and forty
thoufand men in her army and navy. The inftru-
ments of war have become as common, and are thought
as neceflary, as the implements of hufbandry. Men
are trained up to the art of war; they are taught
trom early lite the fkuful ufe of cannons, of guns and
ot fwords ; and when they have been long familiar
wih tiefe infiruments, they engage in war as they
would ina lawful and regular bufinefs.

1t one man rifes againit another and takes away his
lile, whatever may be the provocation, he is a mur-
derer, and every heart is filied with horror at the deed.
But kings and nations may declare war for the leaft
provocation, fend out their avinies, and defiroy thou-
fands of innocent men, and all is right in their own
eycs. ‘The rulers of this world feem to confider them-
fclves the {overeign dilpofers of mankind ; that they
have authority over the lives and property of men,
and can at their pleafure comumiflion others with au.
thority to plunder and deftroy the human race. They
legalize robbery and murder, in every form in which
they can be perpetrated, and think to wafh their
hands, and foy, We arc free from the blood of all men.
What crucl and ambitious wars have been waged in
Europe in our days, and what feencs of defolution and
wretchednefs have we beheld !

But the blood which is {hed, and the diftrefs and
ter-or which arc produced, are far lefs evils, than the
eflccts of war on the morals of focicty. Peftilence,
farine and fives tend to reform rather than to cors
rupt mnakind; but war turne men inte ferociow:
bealts, and weaches them to delight ia Liood and car.
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nage. War tends to extinguith in the human breaft
every {entiment of compaffion and tendernefs, and af-
ter a little experience in this bufinefs, people can {port
with thofe fcenes, which once would have filled them
with diftrefs and {orrow.

Thefe confiderations force on our minds the im-
portant queftion, Whence come wars and fightings ?
What powerful caufe throws the world into difor-
der, and fpreads mifery and death over the earth?
To this inquiry my text furnifthes an anfwer: Wars
and fightings come from the lufls of men. This is
the fource of every war which has ever been waged
under heaven. All divifions, contentions, and mur-
ders, all little quarrels, as well as terrible wars, have
one common origin, the ungovernable lufts of men.
This teaches us why men difcover {fo little {ympathy
for thofe who fuffer from war; why they hear of

‘thoufands flain in battle with unconcern.

By luft is intended that corrupt principle, which na-
turally prevails in the hearts of men ; it is an exceflive
craving after the pleafures, the riches and honors of
the world. This propenfity to idolize the worid pro-
duces all thofe vices and cnormities with which the
world abounds. Says James, Every man is temited whern
be is drawn away of bis ewn luft and enticed. When luft
hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin, and fin when it is fia
nifbed bringeth forth death. Man is a fallen creature. Def-
titute of any conformity to the law of rectitude, and
abandoned to the controul of ungovernzble appetites
and paflions, he breaks thirough all reftraints to obtain
the objeéts of his defire.  People luit after a forbidden
obje&t, then purpofe the gratification of their defire, and
outward tranfgreflion is the natural confequence. In
this way all outward fin is committed; and fin when
it is finifhed bringeth forth death as its legitimate
fruit. Here is the origin of all the evils which pre-
vail through the world. e lu# and have not, ye kill,
and dcfire to have, and cannst obtain. Ve fight and war,
yet ye have not, becaufe ye afk nat,  Thefe remarks were
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