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Yovis 6° die Funii 1689
Refolved,

Hat the Thanks of this Houfe be

given to Mr. Wake for the Ser-
mon he Preached before them yefterday ;
And that he be defired to Print the

fame.

| Olrdered, -

Hat Mr. Grey do give him the

A Thanks, and acquaint him wich

the Defires of this FHoufe accordingly,

Paul Fodrell,
0. Dom. Com.
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Preachd before the

Honourable Houfe of Commons,
AT
St. MarcareT’s WEsTMINSTER
June sth. 1689.
Being

The FAST DAY

Appointed by the

Kinc and Q uern’s Prodamation,

TO
Implore the Blefling of Almighty God upon their
MAJESTIES Forces by Sea and Land, and
Succefs in the War, now declared, againft the
FRENCH KING.

By wILLIAM WwAKE, Chaplain in Ordinary to
their MA JESTITS, and Preacher to the Honourable
Socicty of Gray's-Inn.

LUONDON:
Printed for #ic. Chilwill ac the Refe and Cromm in St Paul's
Church-yard, and @@illiam iicgers at the Sux over againft
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Joer, IL 12,13,

T herefore alfo now faiththe L o r v, Turn
ye even to Me with all your beart, and
with Falting, and with W eeping, aid
with Mourning.

And rentyour heart and not yorr garments,
and turn unto the L orp your God,
or He is Gracions and Merciful, [low
to Anger and of great Kindnefs, and
repenteth Him of the Evil

Hough the time of this Prophecy be
uncereain, fo that neither the Jewifh

Rabbins, nor Chriftian Antiquaries are

able to give us any tolerable account

of it, yet is the Defign plain, and the words of
my Text a moft proper and pathetick - enforce-
ment of the Great duty of this dyy, to turn unto
the Lord owr God with allour Heart, and with faftmg,
and with weeping, and with mourning, — for be 1s
Gracions and  Merciful, flow to Anger and of great
Kindnefs, and repenteth bim of the Evil. o
' A If
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If welook into the foregoing Chapter, we fhall
there find an aftonithing Account of the great
Evils that were juft ready to befall the Fewes for
their Sins. But that which is yet more furpri-
zing, is, That though all this was about to come
upon them, yet were they neverthelefs infenfible of
their danger, nor took any the leaft care to prevent
their uteer defolation.

To awaken a ftupid and inconfiderate Peo-
ple, a Nation dead in Sin and Security, in the
beginning of this Chapter he prepares a lofty and
magnificent Scene.  He fets betore them a ®ro-
phecy of yet greater dangers than any they had
hicherto experimented,: and -that in a manner fo
unufual, with fuch a Pomp of Words, and in
fuch Triumphant Expreflions, as carry a terror
even inthe Repetition of them. .

~ Blow ye the Trumpet in Zion, found an

Alarm in
i <. : . i
my holy Mowntain;  Let all. the Inbal;t[cmmé;of the

Land tremble, for the day of the Lorv cometh; for

it is nigh at band < d day of darkuefs and of gloominefs ;

a day of Cluds and of thick darknefs 5 as the Morn-
{zz{;.:_/)’>x'c"zd upon the Mountains 5 a great People anda

jtrong, there bailaat been ever the like, neither (hall be

iy more afier it A fie :.’cﬁa;trxf bcforé them, and
bobind them « flame bwrneth : The Land is_as the Gay-
. . : tZ(’Il

N

-the Honourable Houfe of Commons. - 3

den of Eden before them, and bebind them a defolate
wildernefs.  The Earth fhall quake before them s the
| Heavens fball tremble 5 the Sun and the Moon Jhall be
dark; and the Stars /ball withdraw their ining.

—10.

‘Whatever be the Imporc of thele Phrafes ;
" whether by the mighty and terrible Hoft here fpo-
ken of, we are-only to underftand that fwarm of )
(a) Locufts,and other Infects, thar we are (b) before (2) Jud<ire-

tant in dicbws

told were utterly to devour all the Fruits of the Joel tam -
merabilem Lo-

Land : Orwhether under the Charafter of thefe, eufarum figer

judeam venifje

~we fhall (¢) with moft Interpreters, comprehend Tusirudinem,

 the numerous and mighty Armies of the Chaldseans Jysiotle com
y 5i

and Babylonians, which at divers times brought dican fuges,

. ed neVi

- {uch Defolarions, as we read of, upon the Fews .-§m~£§m‘2/§"£‘ﬁi”
“ . . . . . 1

2 This is plain, that we have here the denunciation e,

-of fome Fudgment worthy of God, and great as the fremirausor..
i - - L. B ~ (= A Yoie cm=-
“ins and incorrigiblenefs that occafion'd it. Juanpta aventes

: . b 5 dev-
~ And now, who would not here expect the final oo
vdefolation of fuch a People asthis? But behold, fisch rema-

¢ God even yet in his duger remermbers Mercy ; and.tho e
“they had hitherto negleted all the Calls and Invi- () e amons
the Ancients,

Frations of his holy Prophets to Repentance, yer He St ierams
‘tefolves once more to try, whether they would B i Prof-

: ; 111 iq]qel L1,
inow ac leaft in their dangers hearken. to his Oritisin Joel

. 5. Theodoret

b
¢ . mnCap, 1.4.
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Admonitions: He raifes up Joel at once both to

fer before them his Judgments, if they continu’d
fHill impenitent ; and to encourage them, by repent-
ing, not only to prevent their Ruine, but to affure
themfelves of his Favour. That though they had
o fo long neglected him, yetif they would () now,

even now at the laft, returnwith a true Zeal, and

2 fincere Affeétion to their Duty, they fhould not

f2i to meet with a favourable acceptance from
him: : _

- Therefore alfo now Jaith the Lorp, .Titrn Jye even
to me, with all your heart, and with fafting, and with

weeping, and with mowrning : And rent your heart, and.

ot your garents, and turn unto the 1. o x p your God :
or be is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of
great kinduefs, and repenteth bim of the evil.

It is not my intention to feek a Parallel of all
this, either in the fms, or in the danger of our
own Countrey.
ther our Guilt, nor our Ltcorrigiblencfs have been (o
heinous as theirs, nor {hall any fuch deplorable

Fudgment as this, ever, Itruft, bemade the punifh-

ment of what our Iniquities have indeed but too
juftly deferved. No, blefled be God, who by a
wonderful Concurrence of great and fingular Mer.

cies,

I would willingly hope, that nei.

the Hononr:ble Houle of Commors.

cies, feems rather to call upon us to celebraze his
Goodnefs, than to deprecace his Judgments ; to
praife his Name in Hymns of Triumph and Fur
charift, thantoweep between the Porch and the Altar,
in melancholly Litayies to avert his Anger, and
implore hisMercy.  But yet fince the Goodefs, as
well as Fudgments of the Lord, are defigned to
bring us to repentance, and thar whether we look
back into our own pasticular Actions, or confider
thofe Publick and National Tranfgreflions, where-
by we have fo long and loudly calld to Heaven
for vengeance; we muft with fhame and indig-
nation confefs our felves fome of the greateft of
Sinners; I cannot but think, both the SolemnOc-
cafion of this Day, and the Defign of my Text,
to be a moft proper and feafonable Admonition
tc us, to turn wito the Lord onr God, and to implore
his Bleffing upon our prefent Enrerpriles , that
thofe vile Infects, the Locufts and Caterpillars, chot
have fo barbaroufly confumed our MNeighbours
round about us ; our worle than Afyrim or Ba-
bylmian Encmies, may not be able to prevail a-
gaint us. )

And indeed, howcver it has pleafed God, as
at this time, to give us fome Encouragement to
truft in bis Mercy ; yet we cannot fo foon forget,

that
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that we have alfo born the puniffinent of our fins.
For not to repafs upon the things thatarcata
greater diftance from us; ler the Inftances ftill
frefh in all our Memories, {peak to us: What
juft Apprehenfions did we but very lately lic un-
der of our Lives, and of what is yet dearer to
us than our Lives, our Liberty, and our Religion :
How did our Enemics not only project our Ruin,
butas. if it were already accomplifhed, begin to
fay in their heawts, nay, they began frecly to

patixxt s {peak it out tous 5 Aha ! fo would we have it : Per-

Jecute them, and take them ; for there is none to delrver
them.

And if now we are no longer expofed to thofe
dangers that /o larelythreatned us 5 if God has be-
gun, upon our late more lerious Concern for .Reh-
gion, and moregencral return to him, to giveus
{ome Teftimony of his gracious Defignations to-
wards us; This certainly ought to be fo far from
leffening our folenm Himiliation at this time, that
it thould rather engage us to be the more forward
in perfecting our Repentance, thg greater Encou-
ragement we have to hope, that ic fhall be accep-
ted at ourhands. And I muft now beg leave, with
{o much the more Earneftnefs, to enforce the Duty
of my Text :

’17]["'6‘

the Honour able Houfe of Commons.

Therefore alfo now, faith the Lo xp, turn ye cven
tome withall your heart, and with fafting, and
with weeping, and with mourning :

And vent your hearts, and not your garments, and
turn unto the Lo v o your God.

_ By how much Thope Imay with the greater af-
furance propofe to you the Promife of it for your
Encouragement:

For he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and

- . b .
of great kindnefs, and repenteth him of the evil.

I have already pointed out to youthe two great
parts of my Text ; and which muft therefore be
the Subject of my Difcourfe upon it ; iz,

I The Addrefs of the Holy Prophet to his
Country, andin that the Exhortation ; which 1 am
carneftly in the Name of God to recommend unto
you this day ;

To warn unto the Lo jour God with all your

heart, and with fafting, and with weeping, and
‘with mourning,

Il The great Encouragement which he offer'd to
induce them, and which ought to be of nolefs a force
to ftir up all of us to a ferious and diligent per-
formance of it. B 2 For
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For he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and

of great kindne(s, and repenteth him of the evil.

1begin wich the former of thefe, the Exbortati-
on of my Text :

L. To turn snto the Lo & p your God with all your
heart, and with fafting, and with weeping, and
with mouring,

And here T prefume | {hall not need to tell you,
Thartall this is but a larger Paraphrafe of what I
may in other Words call a General and National Re-

pentance, of thofe Publick and National Sins which

had provoked God Abnighty to fend down fo many
Judgments upon them, and to threaten them with
yet greater, if they continu'd fhill in their Tupeni-
tence.  And indeed, what could be more reafona-
ble, than by fuch a Solemn and Univerfal Acknow-
ledgment both of the Evils they had committed,
and of the Judgments which they deferved, and
of the forrowthey were now touch’'d with for their
Offences, to appeale God's Anger for that General
Incorrigiblenefs, by which they had fo long expo-
fed both his Goodnefs and his Jufkice to Contempt, a-

mong the Heathen round about him 2

For

For however it be very certain, that all the
outward pomp and  folemnity of Repentance, the faft-
ing, and the weeping, and the monrning, areac
beft but a form of Godlinefs, empty and unprofi-
table, unlefs there be alfo added to thefe that true
and iuward change af Mind, in which alone confifts
the Power of it; yet there may be fuch Circum-
ftances and Cafes put, wherein this Duty mufk pafs
beyond the Hewt and the Cofer, and the Humi-
liation will be imperfect, if it be not as publickly
et forth to the Eyes of Men, as it is ficerely perform’d
in the fight of God.

And fuch efpecially muft-be the Repentance for
National Sins, Where Mens  Tranfarefions have
been open and notorions, there -their Return alfo muft
be no lels Solewmn and Evident ; that {o the Ho-
nour as well as :Juftice of -God may be vindica-
ted in their Forgivene(s ; and fome fort of Re-
paration-made not only for the Guile which the
have contracted, burtalfo for the Scandal which

they have given to his Honour and Religion in
the World.

Wow ’tis this which at once both declares the Pie-
ty, and commands the publick Humiliation of T s
Dav.
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()" Svui Day, (c) And for the due difcharge whereof, 1 muft

TGV Agmptst-

varns mssi; intreat you to go along with me in thefe following

T T8 ﬂ ?
3o
cepdve + . Reflections,
SEds, ws -
R s R im0y TS med 77 b Chrifs Hun, ad pop. Aniooch
AN TROT Ay T TEITV) TO DER ) Uk UITIVAL RIl. Cn,,f. m, bop. . 3

1/t. That though, as I have juft now fhewn,
there muft be the publick marks of Sorrow and
Humiliation in our publick Repentance, yet we muft
by no means ftop in thele; nor think that chis is
all that God requires of us in order to our
forgivenefs.

This wasindeed the Vanity of the Jews hereto-
fore, and is too much the folly of fome mif-
guided Chriftians now. Their Indignation againft
their Sins, and againft chemfelves for havin
committed them, was {pent efpecially in the out-

2sim.iii. 3. ward appearance of forrow. Theyrent their Cloaths ;

vking xsi. and put on fackcloath ; they wept, and fafted and went

o Joftly 5 and then they fuppofed they had done
their bufinefs ; though it may be their Souls were
not yet Humbled ; nor their Hearts at all broken
with any true Contrition for their Sins,

And fo among thofe of the Church of Rome
at this day. 1f we may believe fome of their

greateft  Caluifts, an external Worfbip is {ufficient
to carry a man to Heaven, without the trouble of
the

the: Hononrable Houle of Commons. 1

the true mmward Devotion of the Soul : He ma

repent wichout Contrition 5 may faftwicha full Meal :

Nay, and if the Pope pleales, (d) may obtain a () 1y pc

plenary remiffion of his Sins, fe wicho non foffe con-38eisfovery

feflo ne contrito 5 though he has neither ~confefs'd ry, thar P
oughe to give

them to any Prieff, nor finds in his own Heart fome Accoune

of ic. Pope
Boniface IX,

having grant-
od a lirge Tndulgence ax Rome, whether the Lombards, by reafon of the Wars they then had,

could nos go to gain it, at the Prayer of Fobn Guleas, Vifconte of Milan he grants the fame
Indulgerce to Mikin he had done ac Rome, viz. that all the Subjeds of the faid Galeas, though
they had neicher Confefs'd their Sins, nor were Centrite for them, fhould yer be abfolved of
all their Sinss only for wifiting a few Chuiches, and paying the Sum of Money prefix’d by the
faid Bull :——Cis (fays their own Hitlorion ) che Crifeiafeuns nel dominio del Vifeonte, fe ancho
ron fuffe contrito, ne Corfef]s, foffz afPluto di ozni peccato. Bern. Corio nella fua Hift. di Milan,

any manner of Contrition for them.

. terza part. pag. 625. Ed. Venet. 1583,

I {hall not need to fay how many new ways of
Salvation of this kind they have found out ; by
wearing & Leathern Girdle about their Loins, or
Secapularies over their Shoulders ; by lifting them.- See Dr. Bre.
felves into fuch or fuch certain Fraternities ; bymfsﬁ;zmuﬁlac
drefing of Altars, and going on Pilgrimages ; by Ec";f.}rf;, deva-
Foly Water, and Agnus der's: Andall which, and fion veiitle
infinite more of the like kind, if, as our late Ma- Vierge. pare.

. . ule.

fters tell us, they are not Authorized by their
Church, yet I am fure are publickly Recom-
mended by their Greatef Men, and generally
practifed too, without any cenfure or contradi-
ction among them. Thisis certain, that all thele,

and
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1 Tim, 4. 8,

others withal, without a triie Contrition, and a fe-
rious Reformation they are altbut Vanity ; They
make a fhew of Piety in the Eyes of Men, buc
they avail nothing to our fo:ghreneﬁ with God.

1 will not now difpure of what ufe fome of
thefe External Performances may be to affift our
Repentance, and render our Sorrow for Sin the more
folenn, and fo in fome Cafes, as T have before ob-

ferved, the more pleafig to God. T know well

enough that St. Panl has told us, that Bodily Ex-

ercife, where ‘tis difcreetly order'd, does profit a

little, though 1t be noc like Godlinefs, profiraile for

all things.  But then as tis Phin, that "the greatelt
~ . i

paxt of thofe Follies fo much magnified 224 re-

commended in the Church of Rome, are bur vain

1

and ridiculous Impoﬁtions«to chear the {illy and
{uperftitious Multiude 5 {o tis certain that the
belt of thefz things are ncither in themfelves Me-
ritorions, much lels Satisfattory fo<r Sins, as they
pretend them o be, nor otherwile of any value
at all with God, than as they arc attended wich
chat true Repentance, which alone can_eithcr incline
his Mercy or obtain our Forgiveneis.

I
i
!
i
!

"and whatever Artifices of the likekind, Menmay -
pleafe cither to flateer themfelves, or to delude

If

the Hononrable Houf: of Commors. I.g )

If we will thercfore make our folemn (¢) Humili- () Nred= 3

8 rdurlw 2t-

ation this day acceptable to God, and availableto o i mv
our felves, our Country, and our Religion, we muft ?&LAZ'JEZEM
take the Method of the @ropket in our Text : We ‘;’,ﬁ“gf;‘;j_!’”

mufk turn unto the Lord owr God with all our  Feart, 77 émoxts;

and then our fafbmg, and our weeping, and our 7 s
Moriing  {hall " indeed be pleafing unto him, Gy, fiom.
We mult rent onr Flearts and not, 1. e. rather than :;d Ancioch.

owr Garments ; muft humble our Souls firft, and

then the violence we do our Bodies will be confider'd

by him.  When Jonab denounced Gods Judgments

againft Nmiveh, we vead in his 3d. Chapter, That

(o]

the People .of Niniveh believed, and
Proclained-a faft, and put on Sack-
cloath, from the greatcft of them even
wnto the leaft. (f) But was this there-
fore that Repentance for which he
fpared them 2 No, itisnot fo much
as once mentioned among the
Reafons of it. It was the Reforma-
tionof their Lives that tied up his
Hand, and fheathed his Sworid, -
ver. 10. And God faw their Waiks,
that they turn'd from their Evil way 5
and Godrepented of the Evil that Le fard
Ire wonld donnto them, and be did it nat,
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2. And
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2. And this brings me toa fecond Remark
for the farther clearing of this great Duty; Vi,
That not only thefe outward marks of penitence are
not fufficient to the difcharge of it, but though
we {hould to thefe add a true and real Jorrow of
heart for the Sins we have committed, even this
would not be fufficient to purchafc our for-
giveneﬁ.

Now, by true forrow, 1do not mean that litcle
imperfect forrow, which looks rather to the danger
of our Condition, than to the heinoufnels of
our Offences; and bewails our Tranfgreflions
more cut of an apprehenfion of thofe Judgments
that may be the Confequence of them, than
out of any real regret that we have finned a-
gainft a moft Gracious and Merciful God. For
however thofe of the other Communion, out of

cheir great tendernels to Sinners, have declared

fuch a forrow as this, if accompanied with Confe/-
fim, to be fufficient for Mens Salvation ; and
therefore have refolved, that true Contritign or a

cone. v, St forrow for fin comitted, with a purpofe of founing no
<iwesp i Cyore, 15 not neceffary to the Sacrament of Pennance,

after the Commuffion of mortal Sin, but that Attri:
ton is fuffcient, though a Min kuows it to be no
more; Yet I fuppole it needlefs in this place to

obviate

the Honourable Houfe of Commons.

Esv

obviate any fuch grofs Error, however other-
wife of very greatdanger, in the Practice of this
Duty. Be the forrow for fin never fo fincere ; and
our Refolutions thereupon no more to return to the
Commiffion of it never {o firm and well ground-
ed, yetif inftead of making good thefe Refolu-
tions we fhall ftop here, we are buc half Penitents ;
we yet want that change of life, which alone is
able to compleat the Nature, and render the Pra-
Gice of our Repentance acceptable unto God,
and available to our forgivenefs. :

3. In fhort, thirdly, if we will truly difcharge
that Repentance, to which we are here called, we
muft do it not by being forry for our Sins,
or by refolving againft them, buc by an effetual

forfaking of them ; i. ¢. asour Text {peaks, By

turning unto the Lord onr God. This is that
which alone can implore his Favour, and com-
mend us to his Mercy.  And this was what [ before
oblerved in the Cafe of Niniveh : When God faw their
works that they turned from their Evil way, then be re-
pented him of the Evil that he bad Jaid be world do

wnto them;, and be did it not.
Nay, but it is not any twuing unto God that
will fuffice neither : We muft twrn X even unto bim,
C2 and

* Veraciter

integraliter,
Lyr. Mercers
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4Revera, Ex
anima, mn
Jimulate,
Drul. ferty
ac bond fide.
Grot.

Pfal, gliv. 21,
1 Chron.
xxviil. 9.
Rom, viti. 27.

Habac, 1+ 13.

and with all owr 4 Heart : Words very Emphatical
and which offer to us two greac Conditions, which
are ablolutely neceffary co render our Gonverfion
every way {uch as it ought to be. Firft, That
ic muft be hearty and fincere : There muft be
nothing of the Hypocrite mix'd wich it ; our Souls
muft go along with our outward Performances ;
and thefe penitential appearances be the true De.
elarations of that real inward forrow which we
feel in our Hearts for our Offences. For God s
not 2 Min that he fhould be mocked. He fees into
our very Souls, and Anows the fecrets of all the Children
of Men. And Secondly, Thatic muft be intire and
without referve: As we muft be forry for every Sin
we have already committed, o we muft refolve
againft ever committing any for the time to come ;
For God is qf puver Eyes than to bebold the leaft Irziqu;
ty; and if our Repentance be fincere, fo fhall we
be too. The famz Piety which moves usto hate
any Evil, will equally fill us with an Averfion a-
gainftall.  And if we defire to continue bur in
one Offence, it is becaufe that we do truly repent
of none.

So that now then if we will anfwer the defjon
of thisday: if we will render our faf} fuch as the
Lord has chofen, and has promifed to reward wich

the

" the Honourable Houfe of Commons.
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the Blefings both of this life,and of that which isto
come ; we muft not think it enough that we comply
with the outward Ceremonies and {hew of Reper:
tance, but we muft indeed refolve to bring forth
the frais of it. Whilt we Addrcé our
felves to God for Pardon, we muft take heed
to difpofe our Souls in fuch a manner, that we
may be fit to receive it

And if we thus improve the geear Solemnity
of this dsy, we fhall not fail to meer with a fa-

vourable acceprance at the Throne of Grace. God Jocl ii. 18.

will be jealows for bis Land, and piry bis People : He
will perfe&t the great Deliverance he has begun

for us, and once more rendzr us the fear and che peue.i 25

terror of all our Enemies round about us.  Our
Fuith which has {o often triumph'd over all the
Arguments of its Adverfaries, {hall now no lefs
teiumph over all their black Defigas to root it out
and todeftroy it; and fhew to all the Worid,
tha though for our Tryal God muy fom:imes
ermit the Wads to blow, aud the Flowds to rife, and
the Storms to beat againft owr Churchy yer has he
founded it on that Rock that {hall neverfail ; Nor
ball the gates of Flll, cither the Power of Fraace

or the Cunning of the Jefwi, or the Maiice of
Both, ever be able to prevail aganyt it.
And

Matt. ®vi. 18,
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And this brings me to the other thing I am to ' And 1} Of the Goodnefs and Mercy of God to.
{peak to: Our Encouragement to this Duy. -~ | the Greateft of Simmers upon their Repentance. -

\. For God is Grciouas and Merciful, flow to . He is Gfaciqus and Merciﬁﬂ and 0 grﬁem:‘
anger and of great Kindnefs, and repenteth him | . Kindnels. : X

of‘ the Evil. ‘
When God Proclaimed his own Name in the

1§
Itis not at all needful for me to enter onany | midft of the People of Ifracl, we read in the
particular Explication of Al thefe Gracious Artri-  xxxiv. of Exodus, that he chofe to do it not fo

butes, and fhew what Arguments every one of them @ much in the terrible Attributes of his Muje/ty and
affords to engage us to Repentance. Two things . Power, as in the foft Ide’s of his Merey and Good-
in General there are, which will ac firft fight arife - nefs, TheLord, the Lord God, Merciful and Gra- Esod. xsxiv.
from them to excite us to ity Vi clous, lmlg-fuﬁeri;g and abundant - in Goodnefs and &1
' '\ truths keeping Mercy for thaufands, forgiving iniquity,
Y The Gosdnefs and Mercy of God to thc"f and tranfgreffion, and fin.  And if welook intoall
greateft Simers upon their Repentance. . the following Reprefentations which he makes of
himfelf, whether by his Holy Prophets under the Le-
God is Gracious and Merciful, and of = gdly but cfpecially by our Blefled Saviowr and his
great Kindnefs. . dpoftles under the Chriftian Difpenfation, we thall find
' there is no Character he fo much delights in as this.
15{[)} His mzwi[ﬁngne/} to pronounce any Judg‘ of bfh?g Govd and Gracious, not ll’i[ﬁ)lg that aiy
ments at all againft them, and his readinels | fhordd perifh, but that all [bould come to Repentance;
to recabthem, if they repent. - 2 Peter ii1. 3. ‘
L And now what more forcible Encouragement.

He is flow to Anger, and Repenteth him | can any onc defire to bring him to Repentance,
of the Evil. than to be thus affured of the Gooduefs and Mercy

And ot
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of God to the greateft of Sinners, if they Repent 2
“That he will not only forgive him upon his re-
turn, bur will even affift him with Grace and
Strength in the doing of it. Thac he defires not
the death of the moft Profligate Offender, but
rather that e [bould turn From bis wickednefs and live.
In 2 word, That he has promifed forgivene/s,
without exception, to the moft wicked Men upon
their Repentance ; fo that if they will buc yer break
_ off their evil Courfe, and keep bis Statutes, and do that
which is lawful and right, they fball furcly live, they
fhall not dye. Ezek. xviil, 21+

Many are the ways, and excellent the Me-

thods that God has taken to convince us of his
Mercy, and the time would fail meto enter ona
particular Confideration of them,

Sometimes he declares not only that he is ready
to pardon us if we repent, but that he even de-
fires we fhould repent that he may forgt've us. And
leaft his Werd {hould not be fufficient, he con-

firms that defire with an Oath, Ezek. xxxifi. 1. As I

live, faith the Lotd God, I have no pleafure in the
death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked tuwrn from his
way and live :
ways, for why will ye die 0 Hoyfe of Ifrael?
Sometimes

Turn ye, turn ye from youwr Evil |

the Honourable Houfe of Commors. 21

Sometimes he Expoftulates with us in the way
of Reafoning, to feeif by thar means he may be a-
ble to bring us to confider his Love and Affection
tous. i1, 16, Wafh ye, make ye clean, put away the thidh 1
Evilof your doings from before mine Eyes 5 ceafe to do 16.
evil, learn to do well.—— Come now and let us reafon ——17.
together, faith the Lord : Tho your Sinsbe as Scarlet, ___ g
they ﬂmll be white as Snow ; though they be red like '
Crimfon, they [ball be as 1Wooll.

If he Exhorts us to Repentance, he always does
it upon this Promife, that he will Pardon us if we
repent.  If we twrn from our Sins, Iniquity [hall not Ezck. xvii.
be otr rume. ‘ 3

If he threatens Fudoments, yet flill he keeps a
referve for Mercy to wiumph over Judgment 5 and
will rather be thought inconftant in his moft Pe-
remptory Decrecs, rthan inexorable to Repenting
Siomers,  Thus he commanded fonab to go to
Niniveh, and to pronounce an ucter deftruction
againft it. He hxd the very time too, Yer four- Jonsh. i 4
ty days and Niniveh [Dall be overthrown. But what
now was the iffue of all chis? Why, the Gty be-
lieved, and feared God, and tura'd from their Evil
wiy And God rcpentcd of the Fvil that be faid he — 1¢:
would do wnto them, and be did it not, Jonah-3.

D And
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And what muft the Confequence of all thefe
«flections be, but to engageus not to difpife the
Goodnefs of God, whereby he thus Gracioufly
invites us to Repentance ; but to conclude with
Holy David , Plal.cxxx. 3. If thow Lor o fhouldft
Le ‘extream to mark what 5 dome amifs, 0 God
who may abide it ¢ But there is Mercy with thee, there-
fore fhalt thou be feared.
And what I have now faid of Gods mercy in Ge-
neral, will yer more hold in the other Parcof this
Character, wherein s fec outto us in Particular.

Sesondly, his great unwillingnef(s to pronounce
any Fudgments at all againft Simners, and his
readinefs to recal them upon their Repentance.

He is {low to anger, and repenteth bim

of the Evil.

And becaule 1 would now, wereI able, fpeak
not fo much to your Reafon, as to your Senfe
and Experience, to your Confciences and Affections ;
[ will for the Proot of this ne more lead you
back to the Ifiaelites in this Prophecy ; to Paft-times,
and unknown Comntries ; buc will rather delire you
to confider your own Times, your own Country,

and

the Honenrable Houfe of Commons.
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and if you will allow me frecly to add ic, your
own Souls. Which of all thefe will not afford
me an evident Demonfbration of the Patience and
long-fuffering of God ? And fpeak him in the
words of the Text, tobe a God flow to anger, and
that repenteth him of the Evil ?

That after fo many Sins, as we have every
one, the very beft of us committed, we are yer alive
this day, whereas God mighe, if he had plea-
fed, long fince have cutus off in the midf? of our
Sins+ That after {o many calls and invications
as he has fent to bring us to Repentance, he is
fhll pleafed to call and to invite us to it : That
notwithftanding we have fo far abufed his Gosd
nefs and long-[uffering, as to improve that which
above all things {hould have the moft engaged us
to our Duty, intc an encouragement to go on the
rather in our Sins; he neverthelefs fhill continues
to us the Offers of Pardon and Peace, if we will
even now in this owr day confider the things that
make for owr Peace: What is all this bur a moft
Demonttrative, as well as a moft Affectionate
Proof, that God is indeed flow to anger, not wil-
ling that any fbould perifb, but that all fhould ~come
to Repentance 2

‘That

D 2
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That he has deliverd us out of fo many dan-
gers, in which, but for his  Providence over us
we muft long fince have perifh’d : That he has
(micten us in Mergy, not in Judgment; to
correct and admonifh, not to ruine and deftroy
us: That upon our deprecating his Anger, he
has at any time heard our Prayers, and anfwer’d
our Delires : What is this but a plain Evidence
that be fmites ot willingly, nor loves to afftict the
Chiidren ™ of Men: and fo is a God repenting
him of the Evil that he is at any time forced
cither to threaten us with, or to bring upon us.

Andif we look into his Difpenfations towards
us in the common concern of our Country and
our Religion; How Jlow muft that God have been
to Auger, who after fo many years Attendance,
neverthelefs il calls upon us, as atthis day, to
turn from owr Evil way, and from the violence that
is i owr Hands, that ouwr Iniquity miy mot be our
yruine ¢

And for his repenting him of the Evil, which we
have fometimes forced him by our continual Pro-
vocations to fend upon us: Let the Tyffances which
we our felves have known fuffice o tell us, how
unwilling he has fhewn himfelf to bring us to an

utter delolation.
When

S
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When it pleafed God for our iniquities, £
defpife, i bis indignition, boththe King and the Pricft ; Lam. ii. 5.
and by the deplorable Judgment ot Givil Confufr-
ots, had proved and excrciled us about Twenty
Years; with what a Miracle of Mercy did he Pl exsii 1.
turn again the Captivity of Sion, and reftore to
us both our Govermmen: and Religion, as before 2

When this would not do, buc our Sius and
our Profperity rezurn'd together; fo that we were
again in a very few years become ripe forr judg-
ment ; He called forth a deftroying Angel He put
a new Sword into his Hind , and commanded
him to fay his Thoufunds and Ten Thoufands in
owr Streets.” The P Lacuse confum'd our
Strength, and hardly was that palsd, when an-
other Vengeance, a devowrmg L'inx, fuch as
fcarce any Age or Country has ever heard of ,
burnt down our Dweliings. And had not the
Hand of God wonderfully interpofed , we
have been as Sodom, and we [hould have been bike wnto Tt . .
Gomorrah.

And yet how did he then cover us with his
hand in that day of his difpleafure ¢ He neither
fuffer'd our Enemies to invade us from abroad,
nor any Domeftick Quarrels to embroil us at

home.
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home. He prefervcd us in Peace ; he fent again
the Bleflings of Plenty and Profperity among us,
and our City is rifen more Great and Glorious ouc

of its Afhes. ‘

Whar fhall T f,xy"‘ to the fears and jealonfies we §

have labour'd under fince, from a reftle(s Party,

Lnemies to the Name of Proteftant , and by |
L with a Generous Senfe both of the Evils which

Principle conjured, if they can, to root it out of

the World 2
In how many dangers has God delivered wus:?
And how many Deligns, for ought we know,
may he have prevented , which have not yet
been brought to light? And when at laft, either
to awaken us the more effectually to a Repentance
of owr fins, or it may be to accomplifh the num-
berof their Iniquitics, he deliver'd us over for a lit-
tle while into the hands of our Enemies; and to
convince the moft incredulous among us, what
the true Spirit of prevailing Popery is, {utter'd them
with fuch an inconfiderate Fury to purfue our Ru.
ine, that no Ties, either of God or Man, were
fufficient to reftrain them; but all Obligations,
whether of Fuftice or Confcience , were equally
trampled under their feet : How did it then }‘)lcafe
our dlmighty Defender to affert his Charatter of
being a God repenting bim of the evil that he had
brought

¥ Redemption was {ent to s, This was the Lord's doing

- brought upon us, in a manner that is the Wonder

~and Aftonifhment of the prefent, and, that I am
~perfwaded, fhall be the Praife and Trinmph of

his Church in all {ucceeding Generations 2

He raifed us up a Deliverer out of the Houfe of
bis Servant David. He rouch’d his Princely Heart

we had fuffer'd, and of the greater that we ap-
prehended.  His Homawr and his Zeal enflamed
him to do fomewhat worthy Himfelf; and
that might anfwer the mighty Hopes God had
 prepared us to conceive of Him.  He medita-
ted the great Work of delivering our Countrey
[ from Oppreffion, and our Religion from Defbructi-
‘o, And by the Blefling of God, he accom-
plifld ir, in 2 manner , fo extraordinary in all
its Circumftances, as, [ think, thould not fuffer us
1o doubt from whofe Providence it was, that this

NI
and, whatever it is, Tam {ure ought to be, marvellons
iowr Eyes: And may, I think, be a findl, Thope
it fhall be an effeftual Confirmation to us of this
Great Engagement of our Text, to turn to him with
all owr bearts 5 viz, That he is a God repenting him.of
 the evil; and therefore whofe Mergy, if we now
' truly

”_,EL ] _
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uuly do fo,

cxpofed us to.

And now what remains, but that having allf
fuch Promifes, or}
fuch an Earngft of God's Favour to us, :
of us, [erioufly to com

thele greac Encouragements,
rather |

we refolve, every one
ply with the great Defign both of this Dy

and of this Difcorfe ; and by our {incete Re-

pentance for our paft Offences, obtain that Bleflingt:
‘we fo much defire both for our Comntrey, and fort

our Religion.

Never was there 2

Favour, there may not perhaps a}

implore his
in the Cousfe of many Ages.

gain occur

For indeed what is it that we are now alf
{embled to recommend to His Mercy , buf

in Efe the prefervation of our Selves, oul

Laws, our Liberties , and our Religion againfy
the Violence of thole who have long conipired

both Theip and Owr deftruction.

That

we may fecurely depend upon both:
forthe forgivenefs of our fus, and for our delive.|
yance from thofe dangers wh ich our fins haveio jultly

time wherein we  hadj

greater Reafon to hope for God's Acceprancef

than at this Day ; and fuch an Occafion as this, tof
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That he would prefide in our Councils, and
go forth with our Armies; and {o direét the
one, and profper the other, that we may a
gain enjoy the Bleflings of Peace and Secu-
rity ; that there may be o decay, no leading into
Captivity, and no juft complaining in owr Streets.

And this he will do, if we be not our
felves wanting to our own prefervation. Only
let us act as becomes Good Chriftians, and True
Engliflmen ; let us do all things for the Glory
of God, and for the Safery, Honour, and
Welfare of our Country: In the words of Joab
to his Brother Alifhai, upon an Occafion not
much different  from our own at this time ;
Let us be [trong, and
play the Men for our
onr God ; and then he
fake us.

But if inftead of purfuing the things that
make for oyr Peace , we fhall fill go on to
precipitate our own deftruction: If when we
are call'd this Day to turn wuto the Lor o our
God with all owr hearts, and with fafting, and
with weeping, and with mourning ; we {hall in-

People , and for the Cities of
will not fail us, nor for-

If

Phal. exliv.

of good Conrage, and let us asam.x.1:.

ftead thereof faft only for fhrife and for debate : 16a. Wiii. 4-
. E
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If when we fhould be here proftrating -our
felves before the Lo, to implore the Com-
pletion of that Great Deliverance he has be-
gun to work for us; we fhall, on the concra-
ry, continue ungratcfully to murmur againt his
Providence , and be ready almoft to implead his
Juftice for what he has already done; and
with thofe repining Ifraclites of old , be looking
back again to our Egyptin Bendage, when we
are brought even within profpect of the Pro-
mifed Land: In 2 word . If when we fhould
be uniting our felves againft the Common Ene-
my of our Country and Chriffendom | we fhall
fuffer a Spirit of Fattion and Sedition, of M.
tiny and Difcontent ; of private Interefts, and un.
Jeafomable Refentments, to diftract -our Councils,
and divide us againft one another ; What can
we then expett, but that God fhould at laft
give us over into the hands of our Enemies |
and make thofe that hate us to rule over us.

Wherefore now, atife O yc Worthies, ye Cho-
fen, and -Counfellonrs of eur Hrael ; Confule, con-
fider, and refolve : And may the God of
Heaven; the ‘God before whom we are here
dffembled this Day; He who bas, and does,

and

g

——
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and we ceuft will fill deliver us; our Rock,
and our. Defence againft the Face of our Ene-
mies, {o dire& and profper all your Conful-
tations , that the Children which are yet un-
born, may rife up in their Generations, and
call you Bleffed, when they fhall enjoy -the
Benefits of that Peace, that Security, which we
truft {hall delcend to them, through your Wife
and Vigorous' Refolutions.

Behold this day the Eyes not of your own Nati-
an only, bue of all the Nations round about us, fix'd
upon you: The Fortunes, Ido not fay, of every
fingle Perfon among you, though that were fome-
what; nor of your own Country and Religion only,
which ought to be much more valued; buc what
is yet more confiderable, the Fortunes of all
the’ Reformed  Churches, and difbreffed Countries of
Europe, depending on the fuccels of our prefent
Enterprizes. This is the faral Gufis, thac muit
fecure or ruine both them and us for ever.

May the Confideration of all thefe things,
infpire every onc of you with a Spiit {uitable
to that greac Truft. chat is here  commiteed o
you : A Spirit of Wifdom and Underftanding; 2
Spirit of Prudence and Diferetion ;
- )

a Spir of
Cha.
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Charity and Moderation ; but above all with a
Spirit of Piety and Unity; that being endu'd
with all thefe excellent Qualitiss, ye may be-
come the Repairers of our Breaches ; the Re-
ftorers of our almoft loft and trampled Liber-
ties ; the Defenders of our Faith 5 the Support of
your Country ; the Avengers of your barbaroufly
abus'd Allies ; the Scourge and Terror of the
Univerfal Enemy of Truth , Peace, Religion, Na-
twre = In fhort, of all the common Laws and Rights
of God and of all Munkind.

May your Councils be Govern'd with fuch'a
Calmnefs and Temper, as may fecle and com-
pofe all the unquicc and diffausfied Spiries ( if
there be any) yet remaining among us ; and
fuffer none to regret our wonderful prefervati-
on, but thofe only whole fury had once
prompted them to attempt, and whofe Prin.
ciples ftill carry them on, to defire our De-
ftruction.

May your Refolutions be as fpeedy, as the
publick Neceffities are preffing ; and their Execn-
tion be accompanied with a Fidelity and Succefs
that may equal not only our Expetation, but
cven our very Hopes and our Defires.

And

And for the accomplifhment of “all thefe |
Blefings, and whatever elfe may ferve to
make thefe Kingdoms Happy. " e

May Weall this day, faft the faft which the
Lord has chofen 5 to loofe the bands of wickednefs, to v, Lvii 6.
undo * the beavy-burdens, and to let the Oppreffed go

ree,
f Let us confefs our wickednefs, and be forry  for Pl wxui
onr fins.

Letusturn to the Lo ko onr God with all our Joer. ii. 13.
heart; and with fafting, and with weeping, and
with mourning.

. Let us deal our Bread to the Fungry, and bring the 12 Uviii. 1.3
¥ Poor t0 our Houfes.

- Then fhall we call, and the Lord fhall anfwer 5 we —S8.
Jpall cry, and he fball fay here I am. Ouwr light —q.
{hall ‘break forth as the Morning, and owr righteonf-

efs as the Noon-day.

God fhall come, and [hall not keep filence : He fhall peu, 1. 5.
Jave us from ouwr Enemics, and put them to [hame vy, siiv. 5.
that hate us.

He fhall arife, and all our Adverfaries fball be fcat- Pt Lwviiir.
ter'd 5 “they alfothat bate us [ball flee before us 5 Like 2.
as the [fmoke vanifbeth, fo [ball we drive them away 5 Bxodxv.re

terror and dread jb.zl! frill npoin thein,

So

N
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SQ {hal[ all ou\ M’oﬁm&ng he turned into Lﬂ“g}" AT :
ter, and our Favinefs into oy ; and wefball ya} - ‘prnted for RICHARD CHISWELL,
> - . ;
ﬁng the S ong of M/ esand of the La"‘b5' when he fhall £ A N Expofition pf‘i’djc Ro&ine.of the Lhurch of Eaglapd), -in thefexerat Ar-

: ‘oM - Enemies round g A\ cicles propofed by the lace BISHOP of CONDOM, [in his Expoficion of
l’\élVC glven us KC& ﬁom ﬂl out E f the Do&ringof the Catholick Church.] g°. .

1

o WAKE

about us; ) i A Defence of -the txpoﬁnon of the Poftrine of the Chatch of Epglund,

- Bagainft the Exceptions of Monfe de Meaux, lare Bifhop of Condom, and his
g Vindicacor.

- - : Praif i A Seoond Defence of -the Expofition of the Do&rine of the Ghurch of
.Sﬁ[};m“}n ﬂ)ld G}or)‘,‘ zmd (Powe;' ’ and ?]I ﬂlé‘_?’, ¢'d England, againef{ the new Ex?c‘pripns of Manfieur de Meaux, llateBithPDf Cop=

o [ upon the L hione, Rim, and is ¥indicitor. - Thé FIRST PART : in which the Acqount that
ﬂ"’”k/:gm’l’;’) be to bim that ﬁ ttet up ! §has been given of the Bifhop of AMeanx's Expafition, is fully Vindicated, the
and to the Lamb for Ever and Ever.  Amen. E Diftintion of Old and New Popery, Hifluricall afferied, atdl the Dofrine of
the Church of Rome, in point of Image wor(bip, more particularly confider’d.

:  Sccond Defence of the Expofition of the Dotrine of the Church of England,
Bagainft Monfieur de Meauxand his Vindicator, the SECOND PART.
A Difcourfe of the Holy Eucharift, in.che two grear Poines of the Real
FPrefence, and the Adoration of the Hoft: In Anfwer to the Two Difcourfes
Elately Printed at Oxford, on this Subje@t. To which is prefixed a Large Hi-
E ftorical Preface, relatingtothe fame Argument.
E Two Dilcourfes of Pargatory and Pravers for the Dead. 40,
A Continuation of the Conrtroverfie between the Church of England and the
hurch of Rome, being a full account of the Books that have becn of Jate
¥wricten on Both fides.
. An Hiftorical Treatile of Tranfubftantion, Written by an Author of the
f Communion of the Church of Rome; rendred into Englifh. With a Preface.
- Preparation for Death; being a Letter fent to a Young Gentlewoman in
kFrance, in a diftemper of which fhe died,

Printed for WILLIAM ROGERS.

A Dilcour{e concerning the Nature of Idolatry ; in which a Lare Author
(viz.)) the Bp. of Oxford’s truc and only Noticn of Idolarry, is confider-
fedand contuted 4°.
B The Sum of a Conference between Dr. Clagett and F. P, Gosden, about Tran-
ubftantiation. Publifh’d by this Author, And to be added to Dr. Clagert™s Ser-
ons now in the Prefs, which will be Publifh’d chis Term.

Printed for Richard Chifwell, and William Rogere,

A N Exhortation to Mutual Charity and Union among Proteftants. In a
Sermon Preach’d before the King and Queen av Hampron-Cour, My 26.
685,
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A Sermon Preachd beforé the Honourable Honre. of .Commoﬁs, at Sc. Mdrga-t‘;L

-rer's Wefkminiter, 7une 5. 1689., Beibg'the Faf}-Dayiap inted by the Kingand

Queen’s Proclamarion, to implere the Bleffing of Almighty God upon their Ma-
jefties Forces by, Sea and Land, and Succefs in the War now declared againft the

French Ktog,
v Other Tralls by the fame 4V T"H O R.

A.Sermon Preached at Paris, on the 30th of Fanuary, 8§V, 1685

* Thé Prefent State of the Controverfie.

Sure and Honeft Means for Corverfion of all' Hereticks; and wholfom

Advice and Expedients for the Reformation of the Church. Tranflated,and Pub-

lithed with a Preface. .
aLgerer from feveral

the Perfecuxionin France, tof I
King’s Declaration touching Libercy of Confcience,  Trat

French,

French Minifters fled into Gerinany, upm the a;,ccount ot

tofachof their Brethrenin England, as approved the
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