Commonwealth R a.c /%' of Maflachufetts.
By Big Ereellency

Increale Sumner Elqr.

overnor of the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts,

A PROCLAMA'TION

For a Day of Solemn Fafting and Prayer.
THE entire dependence of all men on the Supreme Governor of

the world for temporal as well as fpiritual Bleflings, evinces the propricty and duty of fupplicating his favor by

Humiliation and Prayer.—Deeply penetrated with this fentiment, our venerable Anceftors have uniformly
fet apart, at this feafon of the year, a day for this religious purpofe : Not lefs imprefled than thofe, whofe example we
follow, with a fenfe of our abfolute dependence on the Fountain of Mercies for every public and private Blefling—

¥ have thought fit, by and with the QAovice of the Council,---To appoint
THURSDAY, THE FIFTH OF APRIL NEXT, tobe obferved throughout this Commonwealth as a Day of Fafting,
Humiliation and Prayer. Calling on Minifters and People of cvery denomination, to affemble on that Day, in thcir re-
fpective places of Public Worfhip, and with united Hearts, penitently to confefs their Sins, and implore the Favor and
Blefling of ALMIGHTY GOD,through the GREAT MEDIATOR, upon the enncerns of the enfuing Year.—In partic-
ular, that He would be pleafed to guide and profper the Adminiftration of Civil Government within this Commonwealth.
-——That He would afford his Guidance and Blcflﬁng to the Prefident of th= United States, and that the Councils and
Determinations of our National Government, being founded in Wifdom and Juftice, may promote the true Intereft and
Happinefs of thefe United States—That He would be pleafed to frengthen the Union, and not fuffer any defign that
may be formed agzintt us to Profper—That He would infpire thofe in Civil Authority, with a juft fenfe of the truft
conumitted to their care, and enable them to difcharge it with fidclity.—That the People may be indued with a Public
Spirit, and truc love of their Country ; properly eftimating the Bleflings of Civil and Religicus Liberty, by which they
are diftinguifhed : And that Truth, Picty and Righteoufnefs, which exalt a Nation, may univerfally prevall.—That He
would be Gracioufly pleafed to Blefs the Labours of the Hufbandman, and fo to order the Scafons, as that the Year
may be crowned with a plentiful Harveft.—That He would guide and direct our Univerlity and other Seminaries with-
in this Commonwealth, io that the RitingGencration may be properly inftructed in every branch of ufeful Jearning, and
imprefled with the principles of true Religion and Virtue—That He would prote¢t our Commerce, Navigation and
Fitheiv from unjuftifiable obftructions, and give fuccefs to all our lawful undertakings.—That He would be gracioufly
pleafed to continue Health in our habitations, and prevent the fpreading of Mortal Contagious Difeafes ; and that
through His abundant Merey we may be preferved from every defolating Judgment.—That by His gracious Influence,
we may be Proteéted from Internal Commotion and Foreign Invafion.—That the overtures for adjufting exifting differ-
ences in Europe may be fuccefsful, and Permanent Peace be eftablifhed.~—-And finally, that Wars and Commotions may
ccafe in all parts of the Earth, and that Mankind, fenfible of their mutual dependence, may live in the praétice of Be-
nevolence, Charity and every other Chriftian Virtue, as become Children of one common Parent.
And 1 do carncftly recommend that all Servile Labour and Recreation, inconfiftent with the Solemnity of faid Day
may be fufpended.

Gicen at the Counzil-Chamber, in Lofton, this firft duy of Marct:, in the year of our Lord, en thoufand feven bundred and  ninety-eight, and in the twen-
tv-fecand Year of the Independence of the United States of America.

By His Fxeelieney’s Command, with? INCREASE SUMNER.

advice and contfent of the Ceuncil. -

JOHN AVERY, Secretary.

Gov Save the Conmonwealth of Malachuletts.




